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The Service Magazine 
Volume 86, Number 344 

Official Publication of the 

Spring - 2005 
Issue 1 

80th Division Veterans Association, Inc. 
A. E. F. E. T. O. 

Be sure it will NOT 
be forgotten! 

Remember .... 
every dollar received 
before June, 2005 
adds two to the 

Artois-Picardy . 
S1. Mihiel 

Meuse-Argonne 

80th Division 
Monument Fund 

SlIbmitled Ily Jeji' Wignnll 

Northern France 
Ardennes 
Rhineland 

Central Europe 

Deadline for the next issue is June 1,2005 
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BLUE RIDGE 

The Service Magazine 
The official quarterly publication by the 80th Division Veterans Association. 
(Incorporated as a not-for-proflt organization in the State of Pennsylvania). 

SECRETARy/EDITOR Robert T. Murrell 
630 Penna. Ave., Oakmont, PA 15139-1574 

412-828-7651 Fax: 412-828-7651 e-mail: divinf801(ipverizon. net 

All colllrmlllicatiollS, inc/lldillg articles, photos, lIews items for pllblicatioll, challges oraddrn', 
dlles relllittallces alld death lIotices shollid be addressed to the Secretary/ h'ditor. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 2004-2005 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 

Marvin R. Spencer (Hq Co.-3I7) 
2102 4th Avenue North, Texas City, TX 77590-7261/-109-9-1k -1 27() 

SR. VICE COMMANDER 
Walton Spangler (A-3I9) 

8275 Hagerty Road Ashville, 01-1-13103-9715 / 7-10--17-1 -5734 
2ND VICE COMMANDER 

PNC Robert H. Burrows (Hq-3I7) 
PO. Box 453, Broomfield, CO 80083-0453 

3RD VICE COMMANDER 
Elmer G. Dorsten (A-3I8) 

208 N. Elm Street, Coldwater, 01-1 4582k-llM 

Secretary/Editor Robert T. Murrell (M-31 H) 
630PennsyivaniaAve., Oakmont, PA 15139-1574, (4 12)828 7r, l) 1 
Honorary Chaplain Col. John O. Woods (DJ IQ) 
Chaplain PNC Angelo J. Barone (I, \ 17) 
Judge Advocate Dempsey J. Pfappa, (3 17 AT) 
Historian Edgar E. Bredbenncr Jr. (II \ I Il) 

Service 0 fficer Felix J. Cistolo «(; -317) 
Flag Sergeant 
Color Sergeant 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Public Afbirs Officer 
Division Photographer 

TRUSTEES 
1 Year; Felix Cistolo (G-317) 
2 Year; Robert N. Nathason (L-317) 
3 Year; Robert W. Smith (K-317) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
1 Year 
Melvin C. Beers (C-319) 
Richard Davis (905 FA Bn) 
Albert S. 11aley (H-317) 

-2-

Albert J. Cresson (C-315 [:A) 
Don Davis (K-319) 
George V. West (C-3i8) 
Tom Pappas (F-3 18) 

2 Years 
Cerald V. Myers (G-317) 
I.averne J. Schock (F-317) 
Tom Pappas (1'-318) 

3 Years 
George V. West (G-318) 
Andy Ferens (M-317) 
Robert r. McDonald (C 31 'J) 

COMMANDER'S REPORT 

I want to thank Brock and Naomi [or all they done for 
me on the reunion. J couldn't have made it without them. 
Also, many thanks to Barbara [or everything she did. I 
can't forget about the PNC Angels. I would like to say 
thank you to A. Barone and his wife Kay. Kay helped in the booth continually. 
She knew how too do everything. "\Then we would get fouled up, she would 
straighten us out. 

When you receive your 85th Reun ion notice from Sr. Vice Commander 
Walton Spangler, please respond as soon as possible so we will have another 
successful reunion in Columbus, OT I. (August 24-27, 2005) Walt Spangler is a 
good man, and he has worked very hard for us to have another good reunion. 

My health is somewhat better now. But, I had been in th e hospital three 
times just before the reunion in Pillsburgh. A spider bit me, which took four 
months to heal. I'm feeling pretty good now. Here's looking forward to seeing 
you in Columbus, OH in August. 

MR .. Spellrel; National Commander 

2005 Reunion will be in Columbus, OH 
Greetings from Ohio! 

We have been busy preparing the program and entertainment for the 80th 
Division Veteran's Association. Reunion to be held at the Marriolll rote! North in 
Columbus, Ohio on August 24 - 27, 2005. We hope to see you there. 

The Reunion Announcement and Registration Form will be mailed April 1, 
2005. I would urge yo u to return the information to me as soon as your plans are 
completed. 

We are looking forward to visiting th e Florida Post on March 3 - 5. It will be 
good to be in the warm sunshine and vi sit with the friends we have made in the 
Eightieth. Anything there will be beller than the fl oods, ice, and snow we have 
had this winter. 

I received a letter from Eugene 0' Neil, Chairman of the Monument Commit
tee, regarding, the proposed 80th Division Veterans Memorials to be placed in 
Arlington National Cemetery and Fort Benning, Georgia. Although there are still 
hurdles to cross, we are progressing in the right direction. 

I have included a line on the Registration Form for anyone that would like to 
make a contribution for the Memorials. I will be forwarding those contributions 
to Secretary Bob Murrell as they come in . Best wishes to each of you. 

Wall Spangler; Senior Vice Commander, Reunion Chairman 
8275 Hagerty Road, Ashville, OH 43103-9715 phone: 740-474-5734 
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Memorial Fund Goal $20,000 

These men have contributed since the last issue of the Blue Ridge New, II' II I' 1 
We wish to thank all that arc making this Memori al poss ibl e, 

Barone, Angelo, PNC L-317 
Barr, Jack G-317 
Barwell, Herbert E, A-317 
Beebe, John H-319 
Blazek, Joseph L, Nephew 

In memory of his Uncle Joseph Blazek 
Bunn, I. B. B-305 Med 
Cincinnati Post #34 

Clouser, Paul A. 80th Rcn 
Company L 319th Post 
Detamore, James A, F-317 

Dottery, Harold C, 80th Rcn 
Eckrich, John H. C-318 
Einolf, Henry C. Jr. L -319 

Ferguson, Angus 2d Bn Hqs 319 
Futch, Archer, PNC G-317 
Hechler, Otto W. L -318 

Kaufman, Murray I. F-317 

Kenetski, Frederick A-318 Assoc. 
Lane Hall Post 42 313th FA Bn 
Link, Albert R. L-317 

Mc Andrew, Paul L. Hq-314 FA Bn 
Muller, Victor A-317 Assoc. 

In Memory of his Bro. Joe. 

Murrell, Robert T. M-318 
Nicoll, William 0, 780th Ord 
Orr, David C. F-319 

Reilinger, Eric Hqs 3rd Bn 317 
Phillips, James A-31 3 FA Bn 

Predieri, James B-319 
Robinson , Irvin H-319 
Schultz, William K. Hq-317 
Sick, Russell P 305 Eng 

Sick, Russell P. 2nd Donation 30~,tll lnq 
Spangler, Walton W. A 319 

Starner, Ralph C. E 319 
Steffy, Charles W. D 318 
Tag meyer, Nathan B 319 
Terry, James B. F-318 
Wadley, R.B. 1-319 
Warman, Clayton D, I 318 
Watsr , . aries 319 Medw 

WegmaOl, ii\lilliam E. B3 1 R 

Wettig, John T Sr. 2d Bn li t' ' 1'1 

Wojtowicz, GayalynlWallil [ , 'I Ii 

In Memory of S/SgI GUYOWPII II 

Howard, Sr, and in 11Onor of Mal lill I!' 

To all of you who have made a contribution to the Mell10rial FUlld , Oil hl' ll ,lil "f 
the Association I wish to thank you for your donation whetll er il was a large Dr 
smalL lIowever, it seems that some of you have forgolll'n YOllr huddies of lhe war. 
I'm sure this is an oversight. "1:. will be your last opportl' ;' y to relll emher your 
buddy and send a much-n . .lee ",: r to match that of l) ~ , . r,sey Prappas. Won't 
you re- think about this? V\ ling to have a Mem ori al in hoth Arlinglon 
National Cemetery and l 'ort Benning GA. 

-4 -

LIFE PLUS CLUB 
2004-2005 

If you sent in money and I omitted 
your name let me know so I may 
give you credit. Last date of entry 
3/1/2005 
Bunn, LB. 13-305 Med 
Clouser, Paul J. 80th Rcn 

McBRIDE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

If you paid into the McBride Fund 
since the last issue and I have omit
ted your name, send me your name 
so I can give you credit. Last date I 
entered a name was credit. Last date 
T entered a name was 3/1 / 2005 
Clouser, Paul J. 80th Rcn 
1 lovey, Richard E-318 

Welcome New Members 

Condon, Cornelius J. C-319 
1308 Coventry Lan e 
Islin, NJ 08830 
732-283-2115 

Dowdy, Melvin I-I. I-Iq-318 
1200 Granger Road 
Ortonville, MI 48462 
248-627 -6653 

Elvin, Jan E-318 Assoc 
6618-31st Street NW 
Washington, DC 20015-23-16 

Kenetski, Frederick A-318 Assoc 
5805 Victoria Co urt 
Weslerville, OI-I 13082 
611 -895-7859 

Power, 1ho111as J. Assoc 
12250 Jerusalem Road 
Chelsea, MI48118 

Strong, Rollin M. F-318 
3046 Mason Lane 
San Mateo, CA 
650-574-8042 

MAILBAG 

Murray Kaffman wishes that Jim Detamore gets well very soon, 

Congratulations to Donald P Schoo of the 633 AAA AW Battalion who was 
attached to the 80th Division through out the war for making 31 lIours of 
appearances before 1750 people in 2()04, telling of his experience and that of' 
the 80th, 

111e Ladies have reported four deaths 1972- 1973 PNP Ann Coniglio of Cleve 
land, OlI, Margaret Insclmini of Latrobe, PA 2004, Erestine Wilson of MCCOll 
nelsville, OI-I 12/31/200-1, and Lucille clark, Danville, VA 24550, 3/2005. 
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HELP WANTED!! 

. Bob Burrows. wishes to know if the Artillery cont.rolled the L1 spoiler pl.llll" or 
dId the Army assIgn them to the 80th. If you knew anyone t1ying these PI,IIll', wri le 
to me and I will relay the info. Bob says he was flying wit.h one of the fellows when 
they crashed and would like to know who he was? 

_ Willard Ballenger, Company D 318th, 35425 Ave. 13, Madera, CA 93638, phone 
::>59-645-1330, who was wounded ncar the Moselle River and is 80 years old now 
would hke to know if there is anyone from Company D 318th out there, if so would 
you please call or write me. I would be ever pleased and graleful. Thank You! 

J~,n Elvin whose father was in E-318 wants to know if anyone of Ihe 318th remem
bers Ebensee? If so please write her at 6618-31St Streel, Washi ng t.un, DC 20015 

. Thomas Power, son of LL Robert Edwin Power of the 3 17, perhaJls also of RO I h 
SIgnal and CIC, would like t.o know if any of YOLl remember his f~llher. I r S() ()lllaLI 
him at 12250 Jerusalem Road, Chelsea, MI 481 18. Cell 721-R'J7-7131 

, I'm looking for 80th Division members who may have kllowll Ill y ral her ; 'J'/Sgt. 
RIChard B. Herklotz. HI.: was in Company G, 318th Inl~1Jllry. My d'ld wa, W'lllllded 
on 19 January 1945 at Eltelbr uck, Luxembourg. Iris comrades larr ied hilll I" "lfety. 
l-le was WIth a Lt. Charles Riggs who also gOI hit. Ill' rejoincd Ihl' ROl h .ilkr rel uJll'r
atmg, III June 1945. Dad passed away in 2000 but. [would greally apprl'll.lll' hearing 
from any veterans who knew him or served with him in Ihe ROI h. 1 ~()hl' ll II. I krk
lotz, 1142 Roseland Drive, Columbia, TN 38401-7700. Pholle: 'JJI IIl I (,11')2, email: 
robherk@copper.net 

My query concerns the involvement of the 80th Div:~ioJl Ul 'he I iheral ion of sub 
camps ofthe notorious CC Mauthausen in Austria at !he end of hc war. 1.1111 wriling 
from Austna and I am a member of the Gusen Memorial CUllln ,lllee I h,ll d()l" rl"l'<lrch 
in the history of the largest sub camps ofMauthaLlsen , in Gusen I, II <11](1 I II. 

[n all those years of our work we have made valuable con la,-" wilh ~lIrviv()rs. 
Recently a lady,J\I[rs. Clare Parker, approached us in a leller. She w '.S b"rr , <I Ilrlngari<ln 
Jew, together WIth her mother deported to Auschwitz in 1 'J;J1 ~lIld Sl' l ~' ()Il I" d() sl<lve 
labor in one of the minor sub camps of MauthaLlsen, a place Ihal was ca lled I.I·:NZINC
PETTIGHOFEN, near Voecklabruck and not Jar from [bensel'. lis we know, I':bensee 
was liberated by the 80th. At her liberation this lac! was a Y('LlIlg girl ( 13), her mol her 
had tragically died in a work-related accident :;ome monlhs before liberation . She 
remembers so vividly when the Jirst US soldie s entered the cULLlyard of their camp 
(wome~l only) 111 the first days of May 1945. They were enormously shocked at the slate 
of the hberated women and briefly told them the;r were free. Th; ~ lady would so much 
like to find her liberators and thank them, but we :ack anv :"ilormatioll aboul which 
unit actually was there, this camp being such a tiny one and the guys probably nol 
knowmg themselves where "' .. C','- 'vere and having to move on quickly. 

She ha~ also written a :;':Jk for children about her experiences "Klara's SI"ry': I his 
paragraph IS taken from he~ bor' 
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A day came when, having dragged ourselves outside to sit in the open air, we coulel 
not see a single soldier or guard. the place seemed deserted. We sat propped up against 
the wall. One of us suddenly pointed at the gate. It was halropen ancl no one was guard
ing it. 1-Ve were stunned, too "veak even to realize that we were nowrree to walk out. vVe 
tried to gather up our thoughts. We did not even know where vve were ... Suddenly, the 
gates open ,vide. Soldiers are coming in. Not German soldiers. They are ... Americans! 
But just inside the gates, they stop. Some of them even step back. 7heirfaces register deep 
shock. As they stand there for some time staring at us, we burst into tears. Finally, one of 
them asks: "Docs anyone here understand English?" Yes, one woman does. He explains 
that they will organize transport to take us somewhere, that we will only have to wait 
a few minutes. We can see some or the soldiers wiping their eyes. 'lhey leave. They have 
not come near us, only stood there just inside the gafes. CIhey seemed almost afraid of' us, 
petrified by the sight we presented, creatures hardly recognizable as women. 

By Ms Siegi Witzany, member ofthe Gusen Memorial Committee, Austria 

Hamm, Luxembourg: 
The little village of J Jamm, in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, lying between Ger

many, France and Belgium, took its hallowed place in American history on December 
29,1944, as thefones of the enemy made their last major bidfor victory on the Western 
front and were met and defeated and thrown back by the Armies of the Allies. 

The village is located approximately 4 miles east of Luxembourg City, capital of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. 11fe city is situated on jagged cliffs overlooking a tributary 
of the Sure River in the rugged Ardennes mountain region. The natural fortificatio n or 
the city was first exploited by the Romans and through the centuries was developed into 
an impregnable strong point. The fortress was considered the strongest in Europe after 
Gibraltar until it was dismantled at the close of the Pranco-Prussian War in 1871. 

'] he tiny duchy, a battleground throughout the ages, was invaded by the Germans 
in World Wars r and II. It is bounded by Belgium on the north and west, France on the 
south amI Germany on the east. On A!Jay 10, 1940, the Grand Duchy was invaded by 
German forces as they swarmed over the Lowlands and France and on August 30, 1942, 
the enemy announced the inclusion of the enslaved Luxembourg into the Third Reich. 

The United States First Army, which had invaded France 'on June 6, 1944, pushed 
the enemy across France and Belgium, and on September 10, J 944, liberated the Grand 
Duchy olLuxembourg Luxembourg:, liherty was threatenedfor a second time in World 
War II. On December 16, German tanks and troops poured over the Belgium-Lux
embourg borders in the enemY:, final major bid for victory on the 1t\Testern Front, now 
known as the Battle of the Bulge. 

To help repulse the enemy's surprise counter-offensive in the Ardennes, the US. 
Third Army swung northward from iVletz region on December 19, 1944 to attack the 
enemy north of Luxembourg City on December 22, 1944. The counter-offensive was led 
by the 'I hird Armys Tenth Armored Division, which began rolling in the direction of 
Luxembourg on December 17,1944. 

On December 26, 1944, the Third Armys Fourth Armored Division hurtled through 
the snow-clogged roads of Luxembourg to relieve the United States 101st Airborne Divi
sion besieged by German attackers at Bastogne, Belgium, approximately 32 miles north
west of Luxembourg City. 

vVe all know the 80fh was involved butfor some reason has never been mentioned. 
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TAPS 

Barnes, Wyatt E. F-318 
13905 Mctyres Cove Lane 
Midlothian, VA 23112-4668 12/15/04 
Rptd By Bob Fasnacht 

Benford, James A. Hq 314 FA Bn 
Clo 1041 Los Arabis Lane 
Lafayette, CA 94549-2817 6/25/02 
Rptd by Daughter-in-law 

Brinkman, Walter 
Bastrop, TX 
Rptd by Lou Kalita 

A-305th Eng. 
6/2/04 

Clark, Alferd Hq 2nd Bn 318 
RR 1 BoxAl 
West Columbia, WV 25287 8/3/04 
Rptd by Darold Borne 

Clark, James F Sv-317 
620 Highfield Road 
Danville, KY 40422-1759 Unknown 
Postal return marked Deceased 

Dilworth, Joel J. A-31 3th FA Bn 
651 Sinex Ave. H-116 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 12/3/03 
Rptd By Jim Phillips 

Elvin, William J. E-318 
Clo 6618 '31 Street NW 
Washington , DC 20015 8/26/04 

Hittenger, Harry K-318 
5149 Stone Terrance Drive 
Whitehall, PA 18052-2236 11 /17/04 
Rptd by Grandson Paul 

Getzes, Sidney 80th Signal 
2259 Strahle Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19152-2516 3/13/03 

-8-

Maalaske, Thomas L. E-319 
600 Greenhaven Drive #106 
Burnsville, MN 55306 11 /2/04 
Rptd by wife Joyce 

Markus, Roy C-318 
1120 Colerain Pike 
Martins Ferry, OH 1/30105 
Rptd by wife Madalyn 

Menifee, Walter D. 319-Med 
4081 Mapleleaf Drive 
Dayton, OH 45416-2051 8/27/01 
Rptd by Postal Return Marked Deceased 

Sexton, Dennis HQ 314th FA Bn 
No Address given 8/24/04 
Rptd by William D. Wilkinson 

Shekoski, Edward W B-318 
Michigan 7130/1992 
Rptd by Daughter Katie 

Simpson, Robert Billy Bob 
619 W Cooper Street 
Ripley, MS 38663-1542 
Rptd by son Bob 

L 318 

1/1/05 

Vega, Robert M 317 
4758 Euclid Ave. 
East Chicago, IN 46312-3528 10/3 /04 
Rptd by John Eckricll 

Widmar, Edward J. 
1 0-8th Street 

Cn-317 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
Rptd by Daughter Candace 

Zito, Prosper, Jr. K-318 
257 Broad Street 

12/21/04 

Wassworth, OH 44281 -211 2 9/22/04 
Rptd by Wife Caroline 

Secretary's REPORT 
FAX: (412) 828-7651. E-MAIL ADDRESS: divinf801 @verizon.net 

Look at the front cover of the Newsletter. If yo ur date of Dues is other than 
2005, you owe dues. 'J he Executive Council in 1998 r uled for anyone in arrears 
more than three years he dropped. I must have somc thing toward your dues or 
you may dropped. 

I am reminded that Chaplain and Arlcne Woods will be having their twenty 
fo ur th Wedding Anniversary coming up on 11 July 2005. Let's all sent them a 
card for the occasion. '[he address is as [ollows: 

Col. John H . and Arlene Woods 
34 1 E. Jam estown Road #45 
Greenville, PA. 16125-9206 

John & Arlene on their 23rd wedding anniversary, July 11, 2004 

-9-



II

f s" 
* 5eE

=
€ 3 

i;; 
g

x 
Q

- o 
F

r 
o

H
 6-o 

t 
Y

 ! 
I

! bs 
I =

 E
 3

ro.9=
 

-E
 

6 
u

f-24 
s * e =

#E
sr :I.iS

 
F

g#bE
 

g=
E

E
 

g

fiH
H

 *=
=

! t
! 

f! E
 

<
. 

L 
- 

>
.O

 
.=

C
 

,^ 
c 

o 
(J X

 
nO

 
.=

o ! 
o 

c 
o-.Y

 
X

'J
gN

rE
 F

F
P

* ? 
R

ru --c qr 
ii t 

o o 
5 

f.{
r5!4P

>
iO

cJ
c ^ >

.- 
i=

 
-€ 

P
 

-
$l :a 

6 
P

,i 
d or 

b
a6 oE

; 
u 6 

1o c 
q 

&
gs-g; 

's>
'E

d- 
F

P
ai

?bf;o 
5E

;3 
€5=

€sF
fi E

;E
: gf s

Ig:* 
tE

.E
,',* d;,r

H
 =

 e E
 p F

E
 * e

tr,Y
 

rq - 
=

 O
 c 

- 
-

5!;t 5;€;t
Y

E
dE

 E
E

U
;;

.iro-l 
9i.--*2v

-c-ctsoo=
-P

O
o_ +

=
(., 

_ _!! 
E

a$E
t ::;-E

 j
E

E
F

.e =
gF

;€
&

t_8 a 
€ iE

f 
€

E
!E

i;E
*1

i 
g -t r a lq r

H
;i#E

E
E

I
tr!,; 

f E
 s

r $; =
:c F

s a

fiiE
=

l;E
t

6fr:-E
ae.S

f
LltF

 
ar.=

 
P

 
C

ar;

=
E

 U
E

; eE
-a

FzuU=UAoL

Is =
:=

:iE
li iilJ:=

=
!;?ii ':i2=

.v €=
i?=

;
!* =

=
;i'=

!=
1 i=

=
r=

i E
 =

 ;"i : ; ;i 
=

 "=
=

 ;,=
lz|i=

i: i\lt1i l1jlti
S

s T
isit?E

i;; i:z*litz;i; ii|kE
i E

it;;1
f s etr.ii:-ii; .g!g t; l|ia*; ,z!'=

z?i +
=

;; t:
i t ;li=

 =
 i i i i =

E
! ti;Z

! gi^zZ
a i I Z

 ;;j 
=

 +
 :s +

 i
E

 i 
: E

 ;$i=
 ::i *;ag f .iF

E
 +

 E
E

ii :; A
iiE

 4iii: E
 

r

ss iE
:iE

F
 E

.=
?:lfE

; tE
: i;;!i€E

 izie :=
z:;; I

$ i ;ii5 rs f; il=
;ii i'-lE

ii_3i*E
 ;::E

 i" ? ;F
=

-+
,

:s €*; ii-::;* E
ii.j ; 4*.1;g! i;; tE

:;- i ;;;F
:

:s ; ! *; :s;ai=
 er=

r;i =
=

ziiE
i ig; ;; i':E

;-*s 1=
 r

$ s 2;*48]'=
 s1d 1i. i'; 

? F
 ; i f: f ; ; E

 1; ;i 
E

 ; ; E
 ;

=
 rE

 eiE
 i! E

E
'a€iii:*j;€:i 

u E
ii5H

E
=

i3$! i

ItL.g= ottlittr.ct
G

tr
ttsL
c0
T

UC
F

g.=
zgbR
E

-oL,
E

I E
T

L3d:
tt I
or+
E

=
oLL.,xEL

Army Creates Badge for Non-Infantry Soldiers 
Who Participate in Combat 

Please do not contact the Editor on this. When I get more information I 
will pass it along. This news camefrom the Military. com as of 2/16/2005. 

ARLINGTON, VA.-After 60 year as of debate, Army ofllcials have finally 
decided to create a badge Cor non-inCantry soldiers that recognizes their direct 
participation in ground combat. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomakcr 
presented the new Close Combat Badge, or CCB, to a cadre of senior oflicers 
Friday (Feb. 15,2005), during a regularly scheduled meeting of four-star Army 
generals, according to Lt. Col. Bryan IIilferty, an Army personnel spokesman. 
'lhe new badge will be the equivalent of the Army's Combat Infantry IlaLige, 
which was created in 1943. 1l1C Cll3, in its form of a riile surrounded by a 
wreath, is reserved for infantry and Special Forces Soldiers only. 

The Close Combat Badge will be awarded to soldiers with military occu
pational specialties in armor, the cavalry, combat engineers, and field artillery. 
Officers must have a branch or specialty recognized in Army regulations as 
"having a high probability to routinely engage in direct combat." 'I he CCB will 
be presented only to soldiers who are engaged in active ground combat, mov
ing to contact and destroy the enemy with direct fire. All soldiers are allowed 
to wear their combat patch on their right shoulder as a "combat pallh" after 
spending 30 days in an authorized combat theater. While prestigious, however, 
the wearing of this unit patch as a combat designator does not necessarily indi
cate that the wearer was involved in direct ground fighting, 'I hat is the purpose 
of the combat Infantry Badge and a Combat Medical Badge, which is reserved 
for Army, Navy and Air force medics. l11ese were the only two symhols that 
indicate that the wearer was has under direct enemy fire. 

Combat badges are different from military medals. Medals and the rib
bons that represent them are worn only on a soldier's mess dress and Class "/\' 
and "B" uniforms, never on battle dress uniforms. But the badges, wh ich are 
rectangular pieces of medal when worn on the dress or Class ''fI.' and "13" uni
forms, are also worn as a fabric patch above the right hand breast pocket of the 
BDUs-acting as a "visual recogniti on of close combat" whenever a solider is in 
uniform, Hilferty said, 

1l1e creation of the new Close Combat Badge closes a debate that soldiers 
have been "talking about since the 1910s" when the cm was estahlished, Hil
ferty said in a Monday telephone interview. Soldiers and their leaders have 
argued over the years that the Infantry and Special forces arc not the only 
two branches of the Army that get into fire fighls. The Army has periodically 
reviewed the criteria for the Comhat Infantry Badge, but it wasn't until the con-
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ventional wars in Iraq and Afghanistan turned into insurgencies that the non
infantry soldiers, point of view gained increased momentum. 

So, at the request of commanders in Iraq and Afghanistan, last year Schoo
maker approved the creation of a task force to look at creating a new badge to 
widen the pool of soldiers recognized for their actions under tire, Hilferty said. 
More Details aboul the new Close Combat Badge, including its design and the 
procedure for soldiers to request the award, will be unveiled later this week. 
Army officials said they are hoping that Ll. Gen. Franklin L. "Buster" Hagen
beck, the Army's chief of personnel, will personally annOLll1Ce those details. A 
March administrative message will follow that formally outlines the exact rules 
and req uirements officials said, 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

THE DESCENDANTS OF 80TH DIVISION 
VETERANS are pleased to announce the 
recent publication of the History of the 80th 
Division in WW1 . This is the manuscript of 
Russell L. Stoltz, Division Historian, and was 
completed in 1926, approved for publication 
in 1946, but until 2004, had not offiCially been 
published. This edition was edited by Lee S. 

Anthony, PhD., Commander of the Descendants, and has been enhanced with 
photographs and official listings of honors, POWs and selected biographies. 
Permission for publication was granted by the grandsons of Mr. Stultz, as well 
as by the Commander of the 80th Division Veterans Association. 

This book is hard bound, printed on acid-free paper and contains a complete 
index. It is the most complete history of the Division in WW1 to be found any
where, and it is certain to become a treasure among your military memorabilia. 
The cost of the book is $95, plus shipping fee of $4.00. To order your copy, send 
check or money order to: 

Descendants of 80th Division Veterans 
p. O. Box 206 
FayetteVille, PA 17222 
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I

P
I

oaJt= otrlr1ooNLorFuE*,I,lo&

JJT
J

Fr/l

J

ii;i z*?a i:?E
 ;€E

c :: E
;i ; isie:

T
zii i:;? i 

g; 3+
itE

i !ii: i e 3ii; -

1+
T

=
, izlZ

 - lziie:, i:az\: iiii
E

i:"z ii:E
 i=

1tlZ
E

iZ
 ?:;;i i ii;i

:211, tl?i E
 1=

E
=

zzi alzl: ? ?c?2=
,

.:|3n 
'z i*r

ii7,=
r +

Z
E

E
 9 =

=
+

1 E
Z

i i=
,zZ

zE
"! 

=
=

=
E

E

,:lit E
z 1lczl z i ;ni:iij : : ;iiiil:=

1=
z

=
 a? =

 5. !\1! s=
1:4a=

 =
 3 i+

!E
 i=

 ii{g i;E
s

*i;.r: gi E
 i; 

i,1=
"r=

i'=
+

 i; 
E

 : if 3; iE
i: ; i 13

E
t E

;;E
=

E
I;?=

 jgriii:eE
iuii; .;j'€ -;F

f;

fnfn:sF

*,Itoo-?- *,o\FfnIgGC
L

EorJ

A
{:r,E

=
=

E
=

.i iry:" 
I 

!
=

! 
d,a 

3 
=

.J 
7-. - 

.: 
A

 
.I 

: 
ei 

l-
'-;:i=

V
zV

e=
+

=
is=

"=
 =

|.?7 1 
S

t3--'^i 
r=

€i=
 

.t'=
;i 

- 
:

15:.i_Ji=
=

Z
J 

=
olT

 
,, 

:
-.=

4 
Q

r'->
-. If 

*:->
- 

=
e2't 

E
7z=

iz:{x1g; 
-3E

l 
i

ar2:;-->
-=

=
-€:=

l: 
#yii". 

.lz;*3;5
tiy2=

iE
l.:E

E
S

i=
t;i:a

y4i.i5 a *:=
 

il 
- r-.2 t=

 ; 
=

; :*iZ
 E

::;=
 i 

fr : F
 lr;E

a t,i
a. "1 

=
-x 

v 
. 

_ 
trn.i 

-=
 

;<
.:-

'l! 
-'z 

@
-T

E
 

;: 
o.;- 

--i 
- 

-
: -c.-.; 

=
.=

 6 i:.: 
i 

E
 i 

62.2>
=

 
=

/<
.-- 

-, t 
_-a 

2 _;.!; 
!.h 

a_ 
_j._.s

Il;E
=

e *,,,E
T

{;i.,"=
iz-

; )l; : I ? *; i-: 
E

 =
 g; * E

=
 E

r 
@

 
O

 
U

:\, 
>

 
- 

q. 
A

 
o 

6 
;, 

a 
..=

 
u 

"
-;;;;;.fx=

;V
-*;*s=

;l 
I

;i'oE
o-..-;=

aE
o 

-i.=
,5E

A
 

N

=
fE

E
E

s:gg=
7'E

;:'?,''
t.*e:ss:-:ti=

S
:i=

Z
l 

I

! 
L 

J 
J 

\ 
Y

 
:- 

<
 

L 
) 

.,
eo=

 _ 
_. .=

 5 
=

 ! 
-^. ! 

: 
=

 
=

 
=

 =
 

C
- =

 
=

- 
=

 
i._-

X
 C

'=
 

bir=
 ! 

-u-=
z 

=
''^'1. 

i 
*,=

 
-- -,]

-.2 
- 

a- 
=

l-art 
*':) 

=
't- 

n >
-<

--z 
-:V

jE
Z

 
E

:=
 y^"l:E

:+
=

€z?;i
=

 
v 

a, - 
=

--.c 
{ 

- 
- 

d 
=

- 
- 

_ o o >
 =

 
q _ U

 i 
- 

1{E
 

": =
 

/ 
,

E
E

E
 s pi.=

!;r=
;sZ

E
zzi

; 
eJ - tu.-; 

0-: L"e€F
 

3* 
6 F

E
t 

3
6'.! 

o 
o E

-; 
=

 
a 

L 6r.L-;:- 
O

 ; 
al 

50

i e F
.ii E

:€s f:ei 
e e'E

lE
 

p
; 

E
 e';9.=

 i;lua" 
U

,;=
 E

#F
 r 

H

F
:E

.E
:=

=
f!€rii;!2re';o

a3ezi:E
<

E
z;7iE

:);;+
:

F
E

E
; r-E

E
iF

;r 
B

 E
"*j,*€F

=
- 

-c -:i 
5o- 5 6-.a€S

 
--6+

 =
: 

j?
:;gi 

.z ??1,'--,. 
cuJ;; 

bo

F- +
,

€F
-

fn=cGctEo\J<
f

+:tFPl,too-

>
 

,'Jlo 
.2 

-:- 
:?; 

r
---;LY

-A
-!\

&
 i=

z 
s 

.=
e 3s*. 

j
- 

)r.l) 
-

! 
! 

o 
i 

->
- 

:=
O

 
i

: 
.^ 

a- 
- 

6l 
;=

,J)
=

 
^..- 

6 
!

; 
=

ty-
:- 

. 
=

 * 
: 

J 
bo 

* 
o.Y

-J
_c 

c. 
=

 
c 

€.F
 

t-- 
g,J

Q
 

=
 

t 
^. 

! 
'9

-: 
=

- 
{ 

=
 

1F
 

O
;:: 

X
z 

t--: 
--_ 

!n 
i:-{:

a 
^ -- 

- 
a - 

>
-: 

; 
!

j,- 
S

 c 
? 

- 
;3 

c 
, 

-a
2-,

=
 

c 
_o 

: 
-.=

 
- 

>
 

- 
L

6 
h 

F
 

l.l 
-:t.,-

6 
! 

O
t =

 
! 

J 
i, 

: 
=

 - 
3 

-
, 

t.?4 
'J 

=
J-.=

.'--E
-c-c.-.'"{::,:-o-.
u 

j 
bO

- 
d 

-=
 Z

, 
J 

.- 
=

 -.c =
| 

=
 . 

- 
'=

 
-c.- 

a. i-t''a
r-.--=

-.'=
->

.J_iL

a0 
2-=

 
c 

o i 
x E

 I 
: 

o - i
; 

=
 

^ 
F

 
;--

,-=
----y-u>

q^n,-Q
U

E
----=

a*6=
O

;- 
<

- 
tr 

c 
6=

r 
O

 
b 

aD
 

-^
lE

: 
S

 +
 :agE

 
3"j l;.i

!=
-r] 

oo=
 

c.2 
L* 

t 
.=

; 
>

?oc66 
I 

:C
-c?F

=
tr. 

1,/
=

L--=
^tIv,J!-L

JL>
O

.=
-=

a.=
--^

O
=

^-q

E
i 

i.r.5 
a L $ [ ! - z a';

5 !;i: 
=

:: 
f as it.:

r, 
G

 
>

 
J 

t' 
.'

=
 

r 
.' 

O
 

a, 
a 

v 
- 

t 
>

 
- 

! 
L

t:-;i 
* 

5: =
=

 ">
;1i

f=
. 

*F
 

+
: 

i.!i-.sp.:€
.ii 

>
 

=
<

4 
,J 

=
 

_. 
_ 

u 
C

 
! 

O
 

_

9;g 
gn 

S
=

'E
 U

: 
" K

i.'E
-j>

=
-tz=

=
:::;=

86
E

 
-A

-: 
.. 

F
 

ts.t, 
q;.=

E
 

-
., 

6 
ko 

-. 
i

i=
t-Jig=

;=
b7=

:=
-o5 >

,6 =
;-F

 
-:E

'F
 

^€ 
X

:
3 gE

=
 >

* i 
Y

=
:lE

.=
 

i r

Nfn:tF*.I,loo-cnC.IT
'GoO

ELa)
PGofr
l.'

U
I

= lUzFvtoo

POST N EWS 

Greater Reading Post # 32 
We are looking forward to our "Post Brunch" Saturday March 19th. Hopefully 

more than five will be there for "roll call". 
My chauffeur Paul Closer who drove me to the last two reuniuns was in the hos

pital for a Pace Maker. He's doing good and is going to marry his caregiver in june. 
They will probably spend their honeymoon in Columbus. 1 hope to get to go along 
for the ride. 

\Varren March was in and out of the hospital for back trouble and a mole but is 
home now and so far no operation is planned. 

The committee in charge of the 80th Exhibit at the Boone Area Library in Bi rd
boro, Mill Street is still accepting World War Il Material but is moving very slow get
ting things started, I may have some good news soon. 

My debut on TV was a splash. Many offers from I lollywood, but I'm not rush
ing into things right now. My health is good but I have no pep. TIle public wanted 
to know what delicious chow I served back at the 105 IIowilzers beside SOS. Deserl 
every lunch and dinner. I'm also buying the Brooklyn Bridge next year! 

Lou Shirey 

Post #44 Company M 318th 
I am happy to report the progress of my wife Doris . She is now over halfway 

through her chemo treatments and is taking 85% of the regular dose know as PU5. 
This treatment is one that she will not lose her hair. To date she has had no ill side 
effects and her spirits are strong. Our daughter Gayle is now back to work after her 
surgery. She is now eating on a limited basis and drinking fluids and lost 71 pounds. 

I had a call from Bill Mullins, who was a Captain in K-318 and for years he and 
his wife sat at my table at the Reunions. A few years back at a Dress Para de in H.ich
mond, VA, what should I see but Bill dressed as General. All these years of my call
ing him Bill did he correct me? Now J would say that is a true friend. You fellows in 
K-318 give the General a card or letter or Phone call. General William J. Mullins, jr. 
address is, 6725 W. 85th Terrace, Shawnee Mission, KS 66212- 11 06. Sorry I don't have 
a Phone Number for Bill. I'm sure he will be glad to hear from you. 

Also had a call from Jack Stumcke, his voice was so weak I had a difficult time 
understanding him. He called again a few days back and th is lime he came in strong. 
Jack is in a Nursing Home, why not drop him a line. His address is a fo llows, John C. 
Stumcke, 215 Bicentenniall-Iwy Apt 301, Springfield, MA 01118-9962. Seldom do I 
hear from any "M" 318th people. In a second call, he is doing beller. 

Lloyd Ionnes called, he and Lynn just came back from Europe where he does trac
ings for the German government. 

Bob l'vlurrell 

-12-
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Company H 319th Post # 33 
Greetings from all of us! . 

\Vell, once again news is scarce. I do hear from John Beebe, Irv Roblllson and 
occasionally from Mac. Each has written they are well and active. John Beebe has 
traded his garden tiller in for a snowplow. I say, "better you than me, john:' Me too, 
for I would be doing the plowing (l am his daughter, Kris, who lives across the strect 

from the Major.) . ' 
The Beebes live close to Joe Richie. 'lhe Richles have seven chIldren. Bob also, like 

john, is an avid gardener. Perhaps having 7 children was a reason for raising veggies. 
Irv is doing well rccuperating from his surgery. lie says he still has a small problem 
but it will no t keep he and lIilda from going to Columbus in August. Congrates to 

you Irv! . . . 
Mac and Wilma arc doing well. I know Wilma has a full tune Job WIth her R.R . 

Engineer, husband! 
Had a surprise letter and call from Zachary Collett. He is the grandson of ~t. 

Noah Collett of Company H during WW II. Although he never saw his grandta
ther he is interested in gathering information about Noah. Lt. Collett was a forward 
observer in the 81-mm Mortar Platoon and unfortunately was killed in action 11 
October 1945. 1 did call lack and gave him some information that I had stored in my 
memory. As you all know he was a very calm. Likeable, and efficient oflicer. If anyone 
remembers Lt. Collett and has some little remembrances of any action or even ts of 
him please write or call lack. 

lack W. Collett, 140 Woodmere, Atlanta, GA 30327, Tele: 404-351-704 or 404-
21305718 A call or a letter would be extra special. 1.t. Collett son did not get to know 
and love his father (Noah) and thus his grandson, Zack has no special memories or 
knowledge of h is grandfather that would have been passed down to his father. Noah's 
son was born while Noah was in Europe. So, please answer lack if YOll have any 
information about his grandfathcr. 

Our weather has been somewhat topsy-turvy. We had 71 degrees one day and 
rain and 43 degrees the next day. 

Orin Ledbetter and Debbie are also planning the reunion. Orin says he will have 
some new stories to tcll!! We are waiting [or him to author a book. My family of 
Penny, John, and Jerry will be at the reunion, also . It wuuld be great if we make this 
event a priority and not at the bottom of the list. Think Positive Think Columbus 
God willing, I'll see you in Columbus. 

God Bless, Oldy 

LAST CALL 
Post Ads for 2005 now due 

- 13-
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'Lrn3rd Battalion 317 Post # 36 
Am listing a few notes from cards and letters received which will be of interest to 

many. 

Susan Willianis, niece of Lucille Clark (L), writes that Lucille went into lhe 
Roman Eagle Memorial Home 45, 2526 North Main Street, Danville, VA 24540, and 
her mother went into a reliremenl Home. Lucille writes she is doing fine and enjoys 
all her new friends and all the aClivities. She often thinks of her 80th friends and lhe 
years gone by with lots of good warm memories. Susan had two houses to sell and 
had to get rid of most everything in them, except pictures and some trinket from 
the 80th, which she keeping and will always treasure as her special group of friends . 
Susan writes further her son married in June and a stepdaughter gradLlated college. 

John Daniel (I) and wife Simonne are physically well and hope to stay lhal way. 
John is a cancer survivor and doing real well and hopes to continue slaying well. John 
is a cancer survivor and doing real well and hopes to continue staying well. 

Dolly Crofoot(L) writes she is well and still lives in her home. Plays Bingo three 
nights a week. That's her enjoyment, win or lose. I ler daughters take her shopping 
and to the doctors. She enjoys hearing from 80th friends . She always thinks of the 
good times they had at reunions. 

Opal Finch (L) writes she is still in her home and can do for herself. Has a nurse 
check on her now and then. Friends take her to church. Her friends and neighbors 
are excellent. 

Bill Petrollini (I) writes he is hanging in there. I-lopes to see all in Columbus. 
Leroy Pierce (L) and Nancy write its been a eventful year, not too good health

wise, but fine in every other area. Their children are doing well . Grandchildren are "all 
above normal" ages 5 to 26. Going to be Great-Grandparents in January! 80th Nancy 
and Leroy had physical problems, which kept them from attending the reunion. 'TIley 
hope to be in Columbus. 'Oley are looking forward to a good year in 2005. 

Ellie Schaub (L) writes her health is good has a lot of arthritis, but is still in 
her home. She has good friends and family to help. Misses seeing everyone at the 
reunions. Martha Linck (L) sends greetings to everyone. 

Joe Zabitchuck (L) still with stroke. Was in the hospital with physical problems. 
Pauline writes road was difficult. Joe likes to read the BLUE RIDGE. 

Our congratulations and best wishes to Bob Smith (K) and Bettie Dian on their 
marriage September 18 in Orlando, Florida. They will be spending the winter months 
in Orlando and the summer months in Ohio (2717 S. Osceola Avenue, Orlando, FL. 
32806-5416, Phone 407-423-4885; 4118 Swanson Blvd. #59, Wooster, OH 44691-
9650, Phone: 330-345-9638). Bob and Bettie were in an automobile accident recently, 
the car was demoEshed by they came out alright! 

Please send me any news so I can include it in the column . We are all interested 
in knowing about each other. My address is: Newton Towers 204-B, 3400 Wesl Ches
ter Pike, Newtown Square, PA 19073. We eXlend our prayers for a speedy and lasting 
recovery to all who are sick qnd have physical problems. 

Bob Nathason. Sect. 
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Company L, 319th Infantry 
As I sit here at my desk ready to write lhis column, a song keeps going lhrough 

my mind . 'Ihe words arc "Love is just around the corner" and I replace the love with 
"spring". Yes, spring is jusl around the corner. My crocuses are blooming and my daf
fodils are poking through the ground and are Llp about 6 inches . I hope lhat spring 
brings a bursl of new energy lo all of you. 

Jim Young [ -mailed thal he will become a great grandfather in July. I-Ie also told 
me he would be laking a lrip to Alaska wilh the Calmest University Alumni also 
in July. lI e will start wilh a land tour in Fairbanks and end with a cruise down the 
"Inside Passage" to Vanco uver. He expects he will be the oldest Alumnus in the group. 
Speaking of cruises, John and Betts Flynn recently celebrated Bells 80th birthday 
by laking lheir family on a cruise to Mexico. Their grandchildren had never been 
on a cruise before an d asked what they liked ab out it, one said the "rootbeer floats", 
anolher said "dinner" and an o th er said the "elevators". A great time was had by all and 
it was decid ed that they would take another lrip when Betts was 85, but Betts said at 
her age, il should be every year. 

Seems Eke everything happens to Dick Tracy and Lou Blalz. January started out 
with the heat going off in the house and when Lou awoke at about 1:30 AM, the tem
perature was 40 degrees. That was finally fixed at 10:30 AM and his 12-year-old Micro
wave decided to call it quits. On the 17th his car heater gave out and he needed new 
brakes. Otller than that, Lou and Rich are well. (And you lhink YOll have troubles). 

For those of you who have not heard this, I had a Raccoon fall down my chimney 
and do a real job on my home. Trying to get out, he ruined my fireplace cover, a man
tle full of Christmas decorations, screens in 4 windows, 8 bOltles of liquor knocked off 
the shelf and broken in my den and various other items throughoul the house. Seems 
he/she liked some of the liquor, drank it and then went upslairs into the bathroom, 
pulled a towel and a rug into the tub and went to sleep. My son-in -law found him/her 
in the tub, called animal control and he/she was removed. A frightening experience 
for Maria because I was in the hospital and she was home alone. 

Had a short note from Helene Soloninka in which she said she had just gotten out 
of the hospital and was eager to get back on her cardiac rehab real soon (note-dated 
1/27/2005. 

John Balas informed me lhal I lelen is su1Tering dizziness and that her hip is giv
ing her a bad time. John had a bone scan for osteoporosis and Doctor has proscribed 
Oscal for him. I-Ie is still helping the daughter of his best friend who was killed in a 
rollover last may. 

The Krehbicls told me they have been well tlus winter with no l1u or other winter 
ailments. They have just been" home bodies" just doing the normal daily and weekly 
activities. 

This is the limit of news for lhis reporl. I-lope all of you are making plans for the 
reunion in Columbus Ohio. Keep healthy and get ready for another good time in 
August. 

Hank Einolf 
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Lane Hall Post # 42 
Hi, Everyone, It seems so long since I have heard from some of you. It would be 

nice to hear from everyone so that I can let others know how you arc doing, what you 
arc doing, and what you would like to be doing. It has been a very confusing year, 
with the war in Iraq and boys going through what they are going through there. But 
I do hope that they know that our prayers are with them and we all hope they will be 
able to come home soon. 

I did speak to some of our members, Dom. Abbruzzese seems to be doing beller 
and as we were talking told me he hopes to allend the reunion in Ohio next year. 

Also heard from Mary Brinker, and Jim had been burned again, but is doing 
okay. lIe was 55 in 2004 his birlhday Mary made his Birlhday. Mary made his 
favorite meal, Corned Beef and Cabbage. He was so pleased. Belated Happy Birlh ~ 
day Jim from all of us . 

Spoke to Paul Burgee, many people have asked me about him, and he is doing 
okay. lIe did tell me he had fallen a few times, I tokl him to get that checked ou t by 
his 110ctor. Mary is doing fmc. 

Alice Noxon called me in November just before Thanksgiving doing well. She did 
tell me that Manuel and Elva Gonzalez lost a daughter~ in~law in 2001. Our sympa~ 
thi es go out to their son and family. I spoke to Elva and she said they arc bo th getting 
on their feet and doing well, but find it difficulL getting to the reunions, which I am 
sure in Lime, will effect most of us. 

Many of you have new phone numbers and new addresses. I will be sending out 
a new listing soon. Jim Phillips sent me some corrections, so I am going to make an 
updated copy with the corrections I have and he had, since no one has contacted me 
with changes. It will have to go out as is. I hope it will be okay. Please send in any cor~ 
rections you may have so that the next listing will be updated properly. 'Ihank YOll . 

Received many beautiful cards at Christmas time from so many of our 80th 
fr iends. OIle of them from Dam and Cara Lee Davis of Sioux Falls, SD. Dom sent 
a picture of himself at the WWII Memorial in Washington . D.C. l-I said he was so 
pleased that the Alsace (Moselle River) campaign was so beautifully recognized . He~ 
also sent pictures of his trip to Luxembourg and Moscow. Luxembourg is where he 
was taken prisoner in 1944 : The visit to Europe was in June of2004. 

Christmas is such a great time fo r mends and it was so good hearing from so 
many. I heard from Arthur Skinn er who happened to be good fr iends with my hus~ 
band Ed before Ar thur was transferred to the 317th . He wro te that he was a Forward 
Observer with the 317th, with a Captain Talcot t and Lt. Moss. Also that his wife had 
a stroke 2 year ago and he has been caregiver to her since that time. They have been 
married 62 years. I am sure he would love to hear from some of his old friends. 

Jim Phillips received a card from Willis Fraley,s fami ly. Il c and his wife have no t 
been well. 

Also, from David Dilworth, Joel Dilwor th's son wro te to Jim abo ut his Dad . He 
said his Dad passed away December 3 as the sun was lighting up the fog, and that his 
las t brea1l1s were very gentle, to the sounds of his favorite-the Eddie Duchin band. 
I-Ie also gave a history of Joel's life, and how he enjoyed his retirement which he said 
did not slow him down, he devo ted much time to ten nis, traveling, studying French 
and Spani sh as well as to other interests such as swimm ing, square-dancing and 
cross-word p uzzles. 

-16-

Jim Phillips received 26 Chr istmas cards from the 313th group. 15 were from 
313th Veterans an d the remainder from wives and fri ends. 

Sorry to hear that Ann Hatcher had pneumonia: We all hope she is feeling mllch 
belter. Jim also spoke to Lee and he is feeling fine. 

If yo u have any information to send to me, please send it on. Fran ces E. Poletti 28. 
Arn old Lane, Rowayton, CT. 06853, 203~855~ 1928. 'lhanks and have a good rest of 
the Winter an d spring. 

New York Post # 43 
We will aaain return to out two favorite sites for year, 2005. Albany will be Thurs~ 

b 

day through Sund ay, May 26~30, 2005 Geneva will be Monday through TI1Ursday, 
October 1 0~ l4, 2005 . 

We will again try to visit the New York State Military museum in Saratoga on Fri~ 

day morning. If you remember it was closed fo r some additi onal work. We have the 
usual suite #305 for our li se. Saturd ay night Prime rib. Buffet and Sunday ChampaIgn 
brunch, both are outstandin g produ cti ons. TurfInn in Albany. 
We go back' to Ram ada Lakefront Inn again. All seem ed very pleased with all func
tions and the weather last year, we are all set. You have plenty of time to visit wineries 
in area, and there are about 50 aroun d Seneca and C:ayuga Lakes. Plenty of good fo od 
and fruits available as well as shopping. 

Sad to report the loss of one of our long Lime post members, Alvin Black, Ft. Cov
ington, NY Company E, 317th Died Oct. 2004. This was repor ted by Bob in last Blue 
Ridge iss ue. 

Ed Bredbenner, Jr. Seci 

Florida Post # 47 
. We have been in con tact wi th the Hotel on the beach in Melbourn e. Due to the 

hurricanes they are doing extensive rem odeling and it will be sometime before they 
will be open. We will keep YO ll informed when we have more to report on tlus matter. 
It was a real and very diffic ult chore to find a hotel in the Melbourn e area for our 
March meeting. All beachfront hotels in a fifty~mile long stretch suffered sufficient 
damaae to force them to close for repairs. \Vorking from our home in Ohio, we faced 

b . 

a real dilemma, how to locate another place for our Florid a Post's March meetll1g. 
Through a number of phone calls we contacted a number of people and had very 
little success until calling George and Jean Bell. With their help and cooperation and 
kn owledge of the area we were able to arrange a March date and hotel in the Mel
bourne area. 

Even though we will not be on the beach there is a very nice pool area to use and 
enj oy the sunshine. So be sure to bring your sun block. 

I have no other news to report at tlus time but hope I will have more after our 
meeting. 

Francis Rajnicek, Sect. 
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The following Article appeared in the VBOB November Issue 
Robert T. Murrell 80th Infantry Division 3 78th Infantry Regiment Company M 

On the morning of 24 December 1944, the 3rd Battalion, 318th Regiment, 
reli eved the 1st Battalion in its mission of containing and if possible capturing 
Eltelbruck. "I" Company occupied the high ground northwest of the Lown. 

UrgenL and sudden orders were received after the regiment had virLually 
gone inLo d ivision reserve attaching the regiment minus the 3rd Battalion Lo 
the 4th Armored Division. At 1700, 24 Decemher both the 1sL ami 2nd Battal
ions and RegimenLal Headquarters were enLrucked and joined the tJth Armored 
Division th at evening. The 1st Battalion was allached to CCA, detrucking at Ell, 
wh ile the 2i1d Ballalion and Regimental Headquarters proceeded Lo Pauvillers 
wh ere Lh ey joined 4th Armored Division CCll. 

The m ission of the 4 Lh Armored Division with the aLlachecl baLtalions of 
CT 318 was to dr ive a wedge inLo Cerman lines to relieve our troops encircled 
at Bastogn e. These troops consisLed of the lOlst Airborne Division, CCB of Lhe 
10th Armored Division and miscellaneous engineer and other units as well as 
stragglers. 

Bo th battalions in support of the armor jumped off at 0800, 25 December 
1944, the 1st Battalion capturing its objective of Tintage while the 2nd Battalion 
captured the Town of Chaumont and its objective. On the 26th of December 
th e 1st Battalion advanced approximately 3,000 yards against heavy opposition 
through thi ckly wooded and extremely mountainous Lerrain. The 2nd BaLLalion 
attacked with the 10th Infantry Battalion capturing the Town of Grandrue and 
clearing th e woods 1,000 yards to the norLh. 

On Lhi s laUer date opposi tion had considerably stiffened and the enemy 
was resis ting fi ercely, our advance. Enemy opposition to our troops was identi
fied from prisoners as coming from all elements of the German 5th Parachute 
Division which had been considerably reinforced by aLtachment of the 108 th 
Artillery Corps (6 battalions of arti ll ery). 'lhe 5th Parachute Division was fi fty 
percent st ronger in infantry manpower than any normal German Volksgrena
dier Division, which had been encountered during the last few rnonths. Each of 
Lhe in fantry regiments h ad th ree battalions and the personnel consis Led mos Lly 
of the cream of the draft age Hitler Youth with fanatical morale. 

Early in the evening of 26 December 1944, tank elemenLs of th e 4 th 
Armored Division we re able to geL into the beleaguered city hut unable to 
re turn . Pirst Lieutenant Carr, of Company E, led a four man paLrol through 
nearly 4,000 yards of enemy held terri Lory, with the use of red and green flares 
and m ade contact with elements of the 26th Engineer Battalion wiLhin the city 
at 0430, 27 December, 1944 . 'I hey were escorted to the lOlst Airhorne Com
mand Post from where Lt. Carr ami his patrol brought back an overlay of the 
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positions inside the circle and a situation report of the unil. They arrived at 2nd 
13aLlalion IIeadquarters in time to participate in the morning's attack. 

On 27 December, the 1 sL Battalion took Livarchamp and Honville and 
cleared the woods south and east of Assenois and advanced to this village. On 
the morning of 28 December 1944 the 2nd Battalion jumped off and reached 
its objective close to Bastogne on the same clay, the 2nd Battalion enco untered 
the 2nd Battalion, 104th Regiment, 15th Panzer Grenadier Division in defense 
of Honville and this battalion had been thrown in as a last diLch defense of the 
encircling troops to prevent our wedge from becoming a reality. No o ther cle
ments of the 15th PCD were identified. 

CasualLies suffered by the 1st and 2nd Battalions were heavy, b ut neverLh e
less every mission was carried out successfully and every objective was reached. 
'111e limited number of front line personnel available from 26 December on 
through 28 December (lst Battalion had only 96 r iOemen) makes th e job 
clone by the two battalions of CT 318 an even be tter one. The staff of th e 4th 
Armored Division accordingly was full of praise. 

The 3rcl Battalion CT 318 continued to maintai n positi ons 0& the high 
ground northeast of Ettclhruck. Patrols of the CT 318 en tered Ettelhruck and 
reported iL clear of enemy troops. Additional paLrols were sent o uL Lo determine 
the condition of bridges in the area east of the town. Arti llery lire was received 
in the baualion area the night of 26-27 Decembe"r 1944. 

On 26 December a patrol of 3rd Battalion CT 318 took several prisoners 
in Ettelbruck and found that all organized resistance had ended. Thereupon at 
dawn 27 December, one platoon of Company [ was sent into the town clearing 
and capturing 40 prisoners. In consequence the ballali on too k up d efensive 
positions on the high ground around Etlelbruck. 

The 3rd Battalion CT 318 on 28 December continued to outpost the vicin
ity of Ettelbruck. AL 1745, the hallalion was ordered to move one company 
along with one platoon of heavy machine guns to the high gro und north of 
Ettelbruck and another company Lo patrol th e town. Roadblocks were set up 
and maintained on the bridges Lo the northeast and roads to the north of Ettel
hruck. The positions designated were occupied by ° I os fo r the night. Battalion 
paLrols were active in the vicini ty of Warken and east of ELlelbruck. 

On the evening of 28 Decemher, the I st Battali on CT 3 18 was relieved from 
aLtach ment the following day the 2nd Battali on was reli eved also and rejoined 
the 80th In fantry Division in its secLor. 
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Expanding the XII Corps Bridgehead 

The troops that Davall's task force set OLlt to contact had found the opposi
tion sliJfer than that facing the VIII Corps but nevertheless had made steady 
progress. With less ground to cover to reach the intercorps boundary, they 
would be on hand at the boundary when Davall arrived. These were men of 
the 80th division, who on 18 February only a few hours after the VIn Corps 
jumped off had began their assignment to help clear the Vianden bulge. At the 
same time they were expanding the Corps bridgehead and preparing the way 
for a final drive on Bitburg. 

Early on 18 February, the 80th Division commander, General McBride, sent 
two regiments north from the vicinity of Wallendorf toward Mettendorf and 
Hill 408, the laller the most commanding gro und in the second and third tier 
of hills beyond the German frontier. While protecting the left flank of the 5th 
Division in the corps main effort, the thrust would uncover the West Wall pill
boxes along the Our Ri ver. 

The 80th Division's two regiments took three days to reach Hill 408, but 
before daylight on 21 Pebruary a battalion of the 318th Infantry slipped through 
the darkness to occupy the height after firing only a few shots. In the meantime, a 
battalion of the 317Lh Infantry took the enemy by surprise at Enzen, on the little 
Enz River southeast of Hill 408, seized a bridge intact, and gained a leg on the 
next fold of high ground lying between the Enz and the Pruem. 

The 319th Infantry meanwhile maneuvered against the pillboxes along the 
Our. Advancing along the west bank of the Gay Creek, the first stream line 
behind the river and the pillboxes, one ballalion during the night of 18 Feb
ruary occupied high ground ncar Niedersgegen, nestled at the bollom of the 
creek valley, and soon after daylight took the village itself. ]ne next day, 20 Feb
ruary the. same battalion turned west to the Our, cutting off the Germans in a 
two and a half mile stretch of the West Wall. 

The job of mopping up the pillboxes fell to the 53rd Armored Infantry Bat
talion, attached to the 4th Armored Division. The weather helped. With the 
ground fr ee of snow and m ore than a hint of spring in the air, it was no time to 
die. By nightfall of the 21st, when the mop-up was complete, 337 German had 
emerged from the West Wall bunkers, hands high in surrender. 

With the West Wall eliminated and Hill 408 taken, time for exploitation 
appeared at hand. As a first step in commitment of the 4th Armored Division, 
the corps commander, General Eddy, attached Combat Command B to the 
80th Division. On 23 february the armor drove northeast to take Sinspelt and 
its bridge over the Enz River on a main highway nine miles due west of Bitburg. 
It was no easy assignment, for in the last ditch effort to prevent breakout, the 
Germans rushed the remnants of the 2d Panzer Division down from Proem. 
Nevertheless, as night fell Sinspelt and a serviceable bridge over the Enzwere 
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secure. 
Also taken was the sClllement of Ohergeckler, along the corps boundary 

just over a mile west and slightly north of Sinspell. There a battalion of the 
319th Infantry kept pace with the armor and as night came was in position to 
welcome Colonel DelVall's task force from the 6th Armored Division, approach
ing from the north . 

Task rorce Davall had hegun to move at 1630 from the village of jucken, on 
a secondary road six miles northwest of Obergeckler. Brushing aside a show of 
resistance at a crossroads not ljuite two miles from the starting point, the task 
force continued southward through the night, gathering in surprised Germans 
along the way. At 0700 the next morning, 24 Pebruary, Task Porce Davall made 
contact with contingents of the 80th Division just 110rth of Ohergeckler. 

Before the day was out, the 90th Division to o had swept to the corps 
boundary. At a cos t of some 600 casualties, of which approximately 125 were 
killed, three divi~lOns and a cavalry gro up had pierced the West Wall in the 
rough tcrrain of the I ~ ifel and established a solid front along the Pruem River. 
In the process, they took more than 3,O()O prisoners. 

.. .to be continued 

80th Division Color Guard, Luxembourg 
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All of the Pasl National & Honorary Commanders are 
looking forward lo seeing you at the 85lh AW1uai Reunion 

August 24 -27, 2005 at the Marriolt Nor lh, Columbus, Ohio 

Robert Burrows HQ-317, President 
Clarence Brockman I-IQ-317, Vice Presidenl 

Felix Cistolo G-317, Treasurer 

Brett Post No.3 
Pittsburgh 

Bruno Inselmini, Commander 
322 Carolyn Avenue 

Latrobe, PA 15650-1012 

Melvin Beers, 
Secretary/Treasurer 

3rd BN., 317th INF. 
POST #36 

Robert W. Smith 
Commander 

Robert N. Nathason 
Secretary / Treasurer 

Greater Reading Post No. 32 
John Hix, Commander 

PNC Lou Shirey, Sec't/Treas. 
1415 Lorraine Road 

Reading, PA 19604-1861 

Phone: 610-478-9034 

Meet Your Buddies for Brunch 
11 :00 a. m. / Queen City Restaurant 

Route 10 & 222 
3rd Saturday of March, June & Sept. 
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LANE-HALL 
POST #42 

DrnEc r o R: Dominick Abbruzzese 
DIREC TOR: Charles Noxon 
Jim Phillips, TREASUHER 

717-361 -5025 
Francis Poletti, SEC RETARY 

28 Arnold Lane 
Rowayton, CT 06853- 1901 

203-855-1928 

CINCINNATI POST #34 
Jack Wettig, COMMANDEH 

Art Rehling, THEASUHEH 

4656 McNeil Ave., 
Cincinnat i OH 45212-2541 

(513) 631-0031 

David C. Orr, POST REP. 

831 Phillips Sl. 

Grayville, IL 62844-1711 

305th 
Engineer Battalion 

Post No. 40 
Russell P. Sick, Commander 

3131 Pleasant Avenue 
Hamilton , OH 45015-1740 

Byron Dovenbarger, Secretary 
3755 Meadowbrook Drive 
Zanesville, OH 43701 -112l 

2005 DUES NOW PAYABLE 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

;/ 
~ 

air 80th I li v;s;o ll Vl'lerans Association 
630 PCl1ll sylvillli a Ave., Oakmont, PA 15139-1574 

o New MClllh er [J Renewal 

Desirirlg (// I/ //Ii l/(a in lia ison and commdeship with the men of the Blue Ridge Division ... 
and 11I /"1'/ rilT (I, l' £juarte1'ly Blue Ridge Service Magazine, I desir'e to enroll as a member. 

Enclosed .'/i/O.OO dues for one year. 

:-.lAME: 
__ __ _ _______ UNIT: 

AD[) IU ':S~ : 

CITY / STATI " / / ,11' I 'I: 

PHON E: ----------

E-MAIL A I JI ) I(\ ".S ~: ----- --- ---

Make Remittance Payable to: 80th Division Veterans Association. 

NATIONAL LADIES AUXILIARY 
2004-2005 

Kay Rajnieck, President 

Donna Kutch, 1sl Vice Presidenl 
Barbara Brockman, Secretary - Helen Beers, Treasurer 
Naomi Brockman, Chaplain - Rita Kutsch, Historian 

Doris Murrell, Sgl. al Arms - Helen West, Sgt. al Arms 

Company"H" 
319th Inf. POST #33 

Gerald G. Ohlman, 
Commander 

Irv Robinson, 
Secretary 
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FLORIDA 
POST #47 

Gerald V. Meyers (G-317) 
COMMANDEH 

Francis Rajnicek 
SECHETAHY 

215 Bill Allen Circle, W 
Sabastian, FL 32958 


