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Vetera ns Association 

BLUE RIDGE 
T he Service Magazine 

T he offic ial q uarterly publicati o n hy the 80th Di vis ion Ve l.c r;ln s AS MH I.IIIIlI l. (Ili cor­
porated as a not-for-profit orga ni /atio n in th L' S ial e of Pe nn sy lva ni :l) 

Secreta ry lEd i lor 
Robert T. Murre ll 

630 Pe nn a. Avc., Oakii lllnl. PA 151 39- 1574 
4 12-828-765 1 h, x: 412-828-765 1 e- ma il: di v in f8 0 @a()llllI11 

A ll co~munications , inc lu din g a rti c les , photos, news item s fo r publ il': lt ion, changes of 
address, dues remittances a nd death notices should be addres scd to the Secretaryl 
E ditor. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 2001-2002 
Nati onal Commander 

P NC Cla rence Brockman (Hq-317) 
334 Fannie Street, McDona ld , PA 15027- 1273 (724) 926-2044 

Sr. Vice Commander 

E ric Rcilinger (Hq 3rd Bn-317) 
3000 South A I A J-\ wy, Melbourne Beach, FL 3295 1-342 1 

2 nd Vice Commander 

Archer H. Futch (G-317) 
1252 Westbrook Place, Livermore, CA 94550-6430 (925) 447 48 511 

3rd Vice Comma nder 

Marvin R. Spencer (Hq Co. -317) 
2102 4th Ave nue North , Texas C ity, TX 

Secretary/Editor .. .. ...... .. .. .. .............. .. ........ .... ............ .. .. .... . Robe rt T. Mum' ll (M \ I X) 
630 Pennsy lvani a Ave ., Oakmont, PA 15139-1574 (4 12) 828 1(.,> I 

Ch I' ' 
J 

ap aln .... .. .. ...... .. ...... .......... ........ .... .. .. ...... .. ...... .............. . Col. John 0: Wood . ., (1) 11 <.») 
udge Advocate .. .. .. .... ....... .. .. ......... .... .. .. .. .... .............. .. .. Rlchard A. Wilm'r ( 11 q - 1 1'1) 

Hi s to ri a n ... : .. .... ......................... .............. .. ..... ......... ... Edgar E . B redbennc r J I. (Ii] 18) 
ServIce Offi cer .. .. .. ..... .. ... ... ...... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ..... .... .......... ...... Felix 1. Cisto lo «; \ 17) 
Fl ag Serge ant ..... ... .... .. ........... .... ... ... ... .... .. ...... ... ........ ....... .. ...... ... ..... .. ....... .. ... . . 
Color Sergeant... .. .... .. ........ .. .. .. ..... .......... .......... .. .. ...... .... Albert 1. Cresso n «(:. 1 1 ~' j:;";:) 
Sergeant-at~Arms :.......... ........ .. ........ .. .... ... .. ........ .. .... .. Don Davis (J( \ I I)) 
Publtc AffaIrS Offi cer .. .... .. .. .. ...... ... ...... . .. ... ....... ............ George Y. West « . \ I X) 

T RUSTEES 
I Year; Fe lix Cis to lo (G -3 17 ) 

2 Year; Robe rt N. Natha so n (L-3 17) 
3 Year; Robert W . Smith ( K-3 17) 

EXECUTIVE CO UNCIL 
1 Year 

Mc lvin C. Beers «,3 1tJ) 
Walt o n W. Spang le r (A -3 1')) 

Robert I. Simpson (1-3 17) 

2 

2 Years 
Gera ld V. Mye rs (G-317) 
Lave rne J . Schock (F-3 17) 

Tom Pappas (F-3 18) 

3 Yeal's 
(;t'nrge V. Wcst (G-3 18) 

Andy Fere ll s (M -3 17) 
Rllhnt J. McDo l1 :tl d (C-319) 

( lO lll lllander 's I) I ~PORT 

Thi~ 11' //11 '1' /1111 lost write-up as Na-
I ional 0111 11111 II'/a. The next printing of the 
f)/u e RidS" I/fl/l «(l ill have a new National 
Comma/III"1 1/ Il17s been a grea t honor to 
serve the /I ·.·.I/,. iatiol1 for the second time. 
Naomi anti I Il17v(' (, lI joyer/ traveling to the 
different I }II ', / ~ /(>1 tllI 'il' 1111'1'1 illg and par­
ties. We 1,1/ 111' 1'1'1'11 11I 'III, 't! ',11 ((I(I/II ll'rflll . I 
do hope 1'0 1/1/1'1It! 1/ (,0 111 ,/, ' 11111/'(, 1//1'1'1 illgs 
before tlIe r(,lI l1ioll ill /lIIS// ·- ·I . 

I do hope every melli/wI' "llu i~ plan­
ning on going to the I~e llll ioll ill August 
has sent his registratioll ill 10 Chairman 
Eric Reilinger, it really II ('/ps with his work. 
A lso don't forget to get your Hotel Regis­
tration in . Eric has been working hard to 
get th ings set lip for a fine Reunion. Good 
Luck Eric . 

Naollli and I 7II isli to send cO IIgn'S II 
tions to Doris alld Hoi, Mllrrl'll 1111 11" '; 1 
60th Weddillg /I/1 l1i1I('r,'; lIr.'/ . W(' 1111'/ 0 111 

55th Weddillg )\ lIlIi Il' rsory also ill /1 /" il . 
Congratulatioll s 100/1 HO/l, CO llples who 
ore having a specia l Wl'rlrlill ,'\ /I/1l1iversary 
tilis year. 

Looking forward to ,'; ('I ' IIIS 1/1111 1//111 your 
family at the 83rd Reu llioll "I li' t' ,'ill ll! 
Division at the Hilton /1 0"'/ //1 II Idi ll/Ill III ', 

Florida. 

Clarellce 13,.,,,./1 , 

Comlllallll, '" 
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2002 REUNION N W 
ERIC REILINGI II, REUNION CHI\II IMI\N 

ATTENTION ALL PERSONNELlII 
Invitati ons for 11 1<' B3rd Reuni on ar ' (HII , 

You r attendan ce i ~ urgently requ ested ,11 II I(' 
M (' lhourne, FL Ilili on on August 14- 111 , () () ) 

Attend 'he traditional: 

COMMANDERS RECEPTION 

DUGOUT PARTY 

W('c /l1('sciay August 741h, 
TI ( '" I , 1<1 QUIRED 

Thu rsday, August l SII I, 
TICK I IS IWJ. U"~ED 

J.F. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER Friday, August 16th , 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

DINNER/DANCE 

TlCKL I S R[Q UIRED 

Saturda y, August 17th, 
WEAR AUTI IORIZ ED RIBBONS 

Saturday August 17th 
TICKETS REQ UlI<ro 

All this and much m ore. All that's needed is YOU! 

REGISTER NOW!! This is an im­
portant announ cement from the 
U .S. National W eath er Service : 
High temperatures are as follows: 

Washington, D.C 91 DEGRE ES 

Pittsburgh 87 DEGREES 

Philade lphia 86 DEGREES 

N ew York 87 DEGREES 

MELBOURNE, FL 78 DEGREES 

Th ese are actual readin gs re-
ported as I write this arti c le on 
April 20th. The point is, tempera­
tures are not an excuse, (o r no l. 
coming to Florida, thi s August. If 
it's hot in M elbourne, i t's probably 
hot in most o ther p ia (' ~ . Ik sides, 
the hotel's air con Iii i() Il ('rs are 
wo rking great. Anoth er illl portant 
point has to do w ith Irolll ~ I )()rldt ion 

tothe M elbourne Hili cli l. If y()U can 
make connections I() M (' II> ()u rne 

4 

Intern ali onal, lile hotel will pro­
vid e free Van pi ck -up, if you c<1 11 
768-0200 . From AII ;:lIll <l 1.11« ' I >e 11 ,1 
to M elbourne. ' From 1,IIIIPol Li ke 
Co ntinental to Melbourne. () ll1er 
th an that, fly inlO O rldllelo. l here is 
a limousine service 10 Me lbourn e. 
Th e cost for th e lim ou ~ iI H' , until 5 
PM is $38, p lus $ 10 (ell C" l( h addi­
ti ona I person. After 5 I'M Ill l' cost is 
$4U, plus $10 for each oldelili onal 
person, So carpoo l il w illi your 
(r ienci s, to make it r d ~o ll.d ) l c. 
Te lephone Number to ca ll i ~ I .' 1-
72 4-1600 and have your (11 ,11 1\(' 
1)1 (li e rea dy. Otherwi se, th e O V( 'I, Ii I 
pl 'lIll1i ng is proceeding on 5c I1l '<I 
ul c. 

SO CO M E ON D OWN! Yo" 
will ',ave a J.:reat time! 

Life PillS ( 'tub 
200 1-2002 

Life Membe r~ wil l' ( 1>111 1 jllLIle over 
and above th l' 111 (' M (' llI il l' rship . 
There is 11 0 set al11 () IIIII , 11\ fl'ee will 
as of 1 June 2002, .1 11( 1 I may have 
omitted a name. I d S ~ 1 1 1 (' you it was 
not intentional. P l l' d ~ (' wr ite me if 
I omitted your naml', i t will be 
corrected in the nexi issue of th e 
Blue Ridge. I wish to thank each 
and everyone of you wh o contrib -

. ute, by donali ng you are helping 10 
promole Ihe 80 th Division and heir 
one w ho m.l y he less fortu nate I h<1 n 
you 01 I, (1I' llll cmen: Whil e some 
of you 11 ,lvI ' 1)( '(' 11 (a ithful ill senci ­
ing ill (' \ 11 ,1 I()I lit l ' Life Plus CllI i> , 
du(' 10 II I( ' sill i l1 king member, h ip 
(ju sll o II ()w 11)(' ,/ raps" column ,11HI 
c lost' 10 7')' X, havi ng taken I il l' 
Dues), I dill dsk ing th ose o ( you 
who haven' t 1)('(' 11 a pa rt of th e CI ub 

11 11111 1'1 I III (1l llSider 1I I.I king d 

dlli l 11111 11" "I ,llld above YO LII I i l(' 
11 111111" 11 11 1' 1II,lIl kYou i 

11111i 11l1l1 11.l llcis R. 
1111111 1111 1111 :1, Edgar E. Jr. 

G-3 1 f 

III MI'I IIO IY of Don Gaffney K-31 ! 
1111 ','" Heno O. A-315 FA BI1 
(;1.1 ',:,/: 11 , Ruth Mrs in Memory 
III Ilcr Ilusband Edward 
I II cs tone, John P. 
I(ocll , Charles L. 
I(o/c l ki, Joll n 
Mcrrill , Samu el D. 
Nico ll , William 
Pa rker, Char les G, 

C-317 
1-317 

G-317 
G-317 
A-319 

780 Ord 
G-319 

Poletti, Franc is Mrs" In memory 
of her husband Edward 313 FA Bn 
Post 43, In Memory of 
Don Gaffney K-317 
Scacco, Anthony A., In memory of 
Allen Kostenbader A-305 Eng 
Simpson, William G. C-317 
Smith , Robert W. K-317 
Sellie Thomas F-319 
Vaughn , Lemoin L-319 
Weaver, Robert L. 80th RCII 
Wilm er, Ri chard Hq -3 14 rA 1111 

FLASH! PLEASE NOTE! 
The Reunion Registrali on Fo rm has ,1 seri o I ~ dd i( 1( '111 Y w hidl may 
have deterred some peop le (rom reg islcrin g (01 I Ill' IIJ I( (1 1 1 111l! ~ reuni on. 
Th e form has two lin l's: 

PRE-REGISTRATION FEE 

REGISTRATION (on arrival) : 

_____ x $22/persoll 

x $25/person 

Only ONE of these lines applies to any regislr .... I. 

ff you p aid $22 AND $25 (som(' hd v(' ), you will gCI ,/ /1 ' /1/1111 II / \ fi li i 

envelop e a l Ih e' reunion. MOSl im/ )() I (,/II IIV I hope lin , 11./'0 1/11/ 11""11 

a delerrcnl 10 your signing up. 
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MAILIJAG 
An E-mai l from l •.• . ll.ltcher.s ( A-
3 13th FA Bn) wi I, ' ',Iu' tells of Lee 
having suffered a ~ tI O"" 11 (' is doing 
well now. He has sull"I I '" w " ,lkness 
to the right side of hl ~ l )f)fl y ,md is 
havi ng trouble with WOI d ~ , howcver 
he understands every thing. I ('('~ ,Id­
dress is as follows: 37'12 Hendc l ~() n 
Road, Knoxvi ll e, TN 3793 1-161 7. 
Lets all send Lee a card. Word reaches 
me that M arie, the wife o f I-rl'd 
Buscrini passed away on M,li'( h '> ·1, 
ou r condolence go outto Fr('( I. . W, II d 
frolll Andy Ferens M-3 '17, hl ~ w il(' 
Ilelen fe ll and broke her hip Oil 1/ 1<) 
and is ill intensive at Presby Ilm pl! ,iI 
in IJithIHlI gh ... Camill e WIII ~ I ~(' 1l1 

me Ihi ~ .tlld I ( ' II ~ Ille that 11 (' 111 y I ~ ~ Ii II 
cour,lgc(),, ~ l y Il ghlilig til(' l 'III, tr,l t(' 
Ca nce l'. I i(' 1 (',II I ~ I Ill' (.I ld ~ .tIHI let­
ters from a ll 01 yo" . '-l lw ~('III in the 
foliowing:TheC 'OU IH iI I H)l lo l ~ 13rother 
Knight HenryWur~ t ,h Senior Knight 
of the Month for the month of January 
2002. Henry has been a member 
since 1987 and is a past f inanc ial 
Secretary. Henry is a Wor ld War II 
veteran and very proud of hi s d ivi ­
sion, 80 th Infantry D iv ision com­
manded by Gen . M cB ride alld fought 
w ith George Patton's Th ird I\rmy, 
which won great recogn iti oll . 11 (' h,J ~ 
been very active w ith h i ~ ve leran 
brothers by helping to "",111 );(' sev­
eral reu n ions over the y( ',) I ' ,llld be­
ing inducted as the Ollll ll.tllcler of 
the 80th Division Vetei , III ', I\~soc i a ­

tion in 1997. He hon()11 '" (1111 coun­
c il by asking us to ,111 ,)11 ):" 1m and 
prepare lunch fo r Ilw ll 1I 'llIlion at 
Cantigny. Congratul.lIl l1ll " Il enry. 

6 

11'1", ,iii ~end a ca rd to Hank. His 
, ltltl l' '',~ is as follows: Room 3 '1 I B, 
W\ 11 ',( .tpe Rehab and Nursing Care, 
.i 1/111 West Man c hes te r I~oad 

WIII' ,1I01l , IL 6018 7 . .. Ralph 
MIIIII .ill ,1 1l80th Div isi(lIl ll q Co. 115 

( ')1I1I11)c ll Blvd . Il. llliJstadt , IN 
·1 ' (,I'J /1 I (12 writes, Oil December 
1/11 11 IIH) I I was re,11 1'lH lcd by (Ill I B 
w IH'(' II'I , 110 dam,lg( ' 10 the C(l r, but 
Iwo W"I ' ''~ later I h,I" ') ~ tiff neck. II I 
JUI H', lI u'I,lpeuli ( 11 ('.I IIll(' llt , Jul y 7, 
migl\ lill l' Iw,ld,lIlH' Ilcl in and ri ghl 
eye fU llY. Ih,, '(' IllOI'e trips to Ihe 
dO( tor w ilh Jl.lill ill both jaws and 
joints, ,111<1 W,h Iled-ridden. Fortu­
n,lte ly OU I 'O il ill - law was with us in 
Ilamplo ll , 1)( ,( ,Illse the way out of 
town ,1 17'111111( , pcr hour I black out. 
I got out or 1I ,!lli ( fast and he had to 
dr ive the I('~I III Ihe way home, 700 
mil es . 0 11 SI'JlI ('lllber 10th I had (I 
brain scall ,l lld il ,howed an ;)rt('ry ill 
fro nt of my righl ('.I r was Iwi ( (' i I ~ ~ i /(' 
;Jnd two IUIlips in il s 'l/B ill< h <li ,lIn­
eter. SeptemiJv l I Bth, I wC1l 1 10 ~ ur­
gcry and when Ihc surg<'o ll reilloved 
Ill(' second lump, imnwd i, ltely BO-
11')'1., of the pain was gOIlCI D iagno­
sis rcmpora l Art eriti s. Cucss I wi ll be 
dround a whi le longer .. . 702nd Tank 
H,1I1.1 1 ion has a W eb Site of i nt crestto 
tl)( ' 111('11 of the BOth. Those of you 
who .He on th e ne t go to: 
www. lheTroubl eshooters.com.cl ick 
Oil 1 '. III (ln~ Troub leshooters and start 

('x Jl it " 111 1', .. · Jim Ryan 80th Signal, 
send 11((' ,I w rite up that appeared in 
til(' 1\"1 (II I 13eacon of the write up I 
r <JII ' ", II''' h,lV ing inserted in the 10-
c, I P' 'i )1 '1', .. Lionel Rothbard of Com-

Ml" h-ide Schul: I. I ip Fund 

At the 11.'11" \111111.11 Illl ~ in c~~ 

meet ing of 111< 'I\' ,',( )1 1.1111 HI hc ld ill 
Hampto n, VI\ 11 11', \1', 11 , il was 
brought o ut, th.ll WI ' II.IVI' ('Ilough 
money in the fU IIII, Iii l.II"ry the 
annua l scho larship '" ,lIllither 14 
years (in c luding tl 1<' 1IlI I'II'st dur ing 
those yea rs). It was vol ('d ,md passed 
th at we seek a Found ,ltion to per­
petuate th e McBr ide l und to carry 
on lo ng after the las l ma n of th e 
BOth is gone, but to do thi s w e 
needed $10,000.00. W e have ex­
ceeded Ih,lt ;)mount and we now 
are se tlill g lip til(' Foundation. W e 
wish 10 II II\N 1\ ,ill o f you w ho gave 
to til(' MI Il ll(l (' 1111 1(1 ove r the ye,lrs. 
Th" II()th I', ', Itli Mov ing Fo rward. 
11w ,I W, lIti 1)1 lill~ year has be('n 
f()f Wd l"I '" II) Ill(' Madison Publ i( 
~(ilook 1('111 '1 01 accepta nce ,IJl 
peJr~ Oil ,lIlotll< ' l page. The fin,)1 
amount rede ll cd i ~ 10,152.94, over 
and above til l' Mad i son II igh 
Schoo l payout. 

MAIL BAG ... CONTINUED 

pany B, 305 Medica l BN. w ho was 
born in London had a ch,lIl( (' to stir 
up some memori es whI'Il hl' was 
invited to British Americ,11l 13usiness 
Cou nci I aboard the Quel'll Mary 
docked at Long Beach, CA, honor i ng 
the Queen of England 's go lden jubi ­
lee .. . Reporting the dc.lth of Jea n 
Sick les, widow o f Clpt W alter Sick­
les, Company A 319th Inf .. . Word 
reaches the Sec t th at Ihe mother of 
Francis I~a j i neck P;)SS 'ci ,lway on M ay 
29. She would have bel'n 105 yea rs 
of age had she I ivecl 10 September. 

1\1111 1111 1-318 
II1 I1I I WIIII .lIII I . Hq Co. Div Ally 
\IIY/lilill MI', Ile tty in Memory 

11\ Iii I 111I',Il, lIlcl Henry 80th OM 
1111111111 ,111 , Mr. & Mrs HO 317th 
11,111 ',''(' 11 , MI S Arnold in Memory of her 
1I1I '.Ii.l 11(1 1\1 !lold C-317 
1111 1. 11 , 1\((;11 111 II. G-3 17 
(, I I I I(%l';k l, ,101m G-317 
NI( 1111 , WIIII.lIII () 780 Ord 
1'11 111 11 1, 11 .11 11.1', MI' , III memory of her 
1I11' ,il,lllii I ilw, 1I 11 313 FA Bn 
111I 1 1( ~ 1 , la ll c I . 11 317 
Mu ll el, Vic tor III 11I1!IIIOly of his 
1310ther 1\-317 Assoc 
Zwick, Willi am J. B-905 FA Bn 

1 llave been clf()~ I ' 1I I7S the recipient 
of the Genernl Ilornce McBride 
Scholarship Awnrd from the 80th 
Division Veteran's Association for 
$ SOO. T am currently a sen ior nt 
Ml1diso /1 High Schoo l in Mndiso ll , 
N 1: . Nt'x t fnll I will be attcllriill ,l!. 
/Ill ' Lilli ll(' rsil'y of Ncbm~k(/ III 
()IIII1II11 . I "'1111 10 IIlII ill), ill 11,( . 
1~lId ill IuS.'!. 'J'll is .. dill III 1,;1/1" 11'11/ 
111'i" 10 d(1i'(/.'1 11111 11/1/111/10', 1',. 111f1l 
c:rln ' lIlcly sm i l'/I/I/ul JIll' ,l!.1 ' IIl ' roll s 
Sil' . nli~ Sl'iIIl/rff' ,I/lI' II({S lIidl'd 
11I11f1i1 Mndi,,:oll ,', /Ilr/, 'III ,' , /II JI/(' INlsl 
1111t! 'iI is Sf'l'If /l11 111 111/1 '( "rll'd . I ((lis /l 
.'11111 wdll1l1t! / I/"lfll, I/UII Ilf lt! JIll' 
Ib socin l iOIl Jor III f', 'd 1,11/" 1''//11 ' 
SiIlC('f'd!/, Jnllll 's I I /1(1/( ' 1 

lilll 914 1003 1<1111;, ..,"'" ( /11/( ' 
MIlt!i o;OIl, NE 68 7, /8 

II III1 II,,' above lel/ ('I , II" " 11111 II, ' I/JI' 
1.1', 11((1/(' we as an /\"'11 1.'/( 111' II II/I ,.. 
",.tldllg lh is award. I '()(II 111'11 ' 1111 /111' 
I, "lIul,llion will be doill/~ 1( , 1)(1/ II (. II III 
'. /11/ I:'" a letter of th an/, I . 
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n(nAIF:"TAPS" 
Atnip, William James E-319 
149 Grande Ave Glasgow, KY 42 141 
5/19/01 Rptd by Sellie 1110IlI;IS 

Boston , Clarence C 31'1 FA Bn 
PO Box 73 Nashville, IN 47448 0073 
5/4/02 Rptd by Charlie Parker 

Christopher, KW SV-318 
1220 12th St., Vienna, WV 26105-2118 
Unknown Rptd by Mai l return 

Collins, Sam L, A-319 
804 Fairway Dr" Kannapolis, NC 28081 
3/01/02 Rptd by Luther Weaver 

Cookson, Harold R. G-31 7 
25 Charlotte Ave Bradford, PA 1670 I 
5/25/02 

Cooper, Hugll B-905 FA Bn 
6422 Old US 68 Georgetown , OH 45121 
5/21 /02 Rpl cl by I ester Schlarge 

Crofoot, George L -317 
128 E Borley Ave Mi ' llawaka, IN 46545 
4/14/02 Rptd By Angelo Barone 

Dratz Eddie 905 FA Bn 
1405 Camelot Manor Portage, IN 46368 
Unknown Rptd by Lester Schlarger 4/21/02 

Dean, Norman M-317 
RR 2 Box 2406C Wayne, WV 25570 
5/21/02 Rptd by Wayne Jacobs 

Gaffney, Donald J. K-317 
8464 Henry Clay Blvd Clay, NY 13041 
3/12/02 Rptd by NY Newspaper Reporter 

Gammill, John E. HO-905 FA Bn 
1865 Kentucky Ave Birmingham, I\L 35216 
Unknown, Rptd by mail retu rn 

Geckler, Maurice M. ?11102 
East Sparta, OH Rptd By S6 11 io rlwmas 

Hanson Everett 11 0 :105 Eng 
P.O. Box 966 Keman, TX 77!JG[) 0966 
5/29/02 Rptd by Byron DO V(! III>;1I ocr 

8 

Hilll' liil ill J. Unkll ()WII 
Bellll lllll 'lll PA 5/1/0~ 
New~,p''1J/ ! 1 Obit Reptd by Reno () IIII !,S 

HOI sak , Ol lie G-31 II 
3900 II cderick , Waco, TX 
2!?a/O? Rptd by AI Reed 

HOSIII :; ki , Dennis F. I :111 
Micll,I(Fln City, IN 
3/ 11l/OI' nptd by Gaylord SI111111 

KoSIIJ lll lader, Allen 1\ 305 Eng 
333 I ollolore Rd Wind Gap , I'A 18091 
4/12/02 Rptd by Anth ollY ,'caaco 

Leonard , Wallace A-319 
325-2nd Street Earl , I\I ~ 12331 
1/02 Rptd by Luther Weilver 

Lolmaugh, Ross M. G-317 
12451 Garr Rd , Buchanan, MI 49107 
Fall of 2001 Rptd by Friend 

Maher, Francis D. 1-319 
10880 SE 74 th Ct Be lleview, FL 34420 
Unknown Rptd by Postal return marked 
Deceased 

Rassau , Paul W. Med 319/905 FA Bn 
225 2nd Street rl ecport, PA 16229-1032 
3/15/02 Rptd by Daughter 

Steger, Elmer H. 80th OM 
6575 Fair School Rd, Glen Rock, PA 
17327-7846 - 3/9/02 Rptd by son 

Thompson, Donald B. 51?4/02 
415 Buffalo St. , Beave r, PA 15009-2003 
5/24102 Rptd by A. Barone 

Talcott , Raymond C-313 FA Bn 
3816 Amberwood Lane 
Bakersfeild , CA 93309 
Unknown Rptd by Jim Phillips 

Wil ey, Wallace R. A-318 
PO Box 305 Hawkinsville, GA 3136-0395 
1/241?001 Pprt by Reunion Letter return 

Willianl S, Frank A. F-318 
San 1\111 01l i<1 , TX 78232 
5/02 lIpid 11Y Bob Fasnacht 

WORLI) WAR I 
MAN H()N()RED 

PrivateCh,lIl l '" N 1',111 I,ll , whose 
"extraord inary IH'ltll ',1111I1 .II lion nem 
Nanti llos, France, ()I 1(11)( '1 S, 1918" 
earned him the Unill'c! '-, l.llt'o., Dist in­
guished Service Crm .., Whi le under 
heavy enemy fire, Ill' ,lI( ceeded in 
carrying messages (rolll Ihe platoon 
commander to squ ,l(1 leaders. The 
c itation noted that " twice wounded 
in the fa ce by shrapnel, he continued 
his duties until ordered to the dress­
ing station." A newspaper account 
later rc lJled the c ircumstances un­
der whi t h I).) 1'( (' II received the D is­
tingui ~ I H'cI <"( '1 vice Cross along with 
the FI"('llC II ( loi x de Guerre. During 
the IJ,lIll l' C1 llill ' M('use-Argonne, the 
findllll tl lCi I 1)01 111 (' o( the war Parce ll 's 
COl11polll Y I ), ! 171h In fa ntry, 80th Di ­
visioll, ( <111 j(' llllcl('r heavy enemy md­
chine-gun clllCl ... hell-fire while awail ­
ing orders to ,)civance. The "din o( 
battle was so intense" that the offi c­
ers realized their orders could not be 
heard, When plans to relay those 
orders to each corporal and (rom him 
to the men developed a hitch, 
"Parchell arose to the emergency. In 
full viewofthe Germans he ran down 
the line ofthe company and commu­
nica ted the orders to each corporal. 
Six machine gun nests peppered di I i­
gently at Parchell, but he was not hit. 
He said the bullets were ki cking up 
tufts of dirt all around him, and they 
sounded like a drove of bees around 
his head." 

Soon therea fter, hi s platoon be­
came separated from the kitchens. 
Serving as the platoons d ispatch run ­
ner, "Parchell was sent over a deso 

1.11, 111111" 11>! 1i- lor the 'Chow W,)g 
' '" ', 11111 1,lill ,cll() (ind them. He elicl , 
1111\\ " "I 111111 Iwo men in the U.S. 
111111,11111 '" IllI l' of the 315th and the 
11111"1 III Ill(' 319th Infantries, whom 
I 11 ' 1 I"' '11I'eI Jboutthe kitchens, As the 
1111 'II ,.poke w ith suspicious accents, 
1',II II ' 1i "marched them to his com-
1I1.1I1(ling officer, who, inc identally, 
W ,J ... the son of Secretary of the Trea­
, m y Carter Glass" (Captain Powell 
( ,lass). For Ih is action he received the 
11 ,) li Jn Croi x d(' C;uerre. The French 
Meddillc Mili!.lir(' was presented to 
him "(or ca rry ing dispatches on foot 
under she ll ancl /ll,)chine gun fire." 
Pa rce ll received shrapnel wounds in 
his face when J shell burst close by 
and a fragmenl lodged immediately 
under his right eye . Discharged from 
service' in March 1919, Parchell re­
turned home but soon afterward en­
tered the Marine Hospital atWyman 
Park, Maryland, for treatment of an 
infected bone near his eye and com­
plications caused by inhaling chlo­
rine gas. When hi s trea tnl('nI w.p; 
completed, Parce ll rellirned 10 Ili ~ 

farm in Frank lin, VA ,lIld 1,11 ('1 pul ) 
li shed a seri es o( articl es ., boul hi s 
war experi ences. 

In addition to Ihe above I wish to 
add the mJny works that Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith, Faycll('vi li e, PA, whose 
Grandfather W,J<; ill the 80th in WWI. 
It all started wil('11 I) r. Anthony an­
other son of an /Hli h lll ,lIl ca lied me 
one day and ask if 11(' ,1Ilcilhc Smiths 
could meet at my hOIlH' . Who spend 
III a ny hou rs re (',lI"( hi ng I he 80th 
I ) iv ision in WW I ,mel have helped 
Illimerous people who have come to 
111(' (or help . I forwardlhe E-mail to 
Ihe Smiths and I wish all could see 
III ' many people they have helped. 
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COLD WAR 

CERTIFICATE OF 
RECOGNITION 

If you were in Europc' .1t the end 
ofthewar, from 2 Septc l11ilc' r 1 g45 to 
26 December 1991 you ,11 (' eli gible 
for this certifi cate of 1<('( ogniti on. 
Send a copy of your Di scharge al ong 
with you r Social Security Number 
to : 

CDR, PERSCOM 
CO LD WAR RECOGNITION 
HO FFMAN II 
ATTN; TAPC-CWRS, 3N45 
200 Stovall Street 
A lexd ndri il, VA 22332 -04 73 

I ) I (' ,, ~(' se nd me a "Cold Wa r 
Recognition C('rtifi cJ te" for nl y ser­
vi ce lO the LJnil( 'd SI.lt ('S government 
during th e il uthmi / c'c1 pcriod of Sep­
tember 2, 194 5 to Ikcember 26, 

Secretary's 
REPORT 

FAX: (412) 828-765] 

E-MAIL: Divinf80@AOL.Com 

retain the right to eliminate any 
news that doesn't pertain 10 lhe 
80th, such as Vacation s, O cea n 
Voyages, etc. 

Harry L. Hittinger: II II ~ m an 's 
address was lost when I 111I (,w my 
papers away accidenltl/l) II nyone 
having his Address plc''/ ~ I ' furward 
to the Secretary. 

10 

I () " I IIi( losed is a copy 01 ', lIl lI ( e 
doc 1III II" I1t with my So i,ll '1\"' Illily 
NlIlld )(, I/M ilitary Servi l' N lll l il H'rl 
FOIC 'lgll Service Number, Wil li II wr i­
fi(' ~ Ill y serv ice during th( ' ( () Id W,lf 
Er,1. I understand that th l' ('Il( Iml'd 
copy of source docum('111 w illl1 () t be 
relllll ll'd. Please maill11y ( o ld W ar 
I~ ( ' I ())\ l1ili on Certifi c,ll (' I() Ihe fo l­
low illg .1ddress: 

Your Name 
Your Addr('~~ 
Your City <lilt! '-, 1,lle. 

Sublll iss ion of 111I ~ request con­
firm s my faithful ~c ' l vi(e w as in the 
Armed l orces, I fill 11 1('1' certify that 
my di scharge W,l ~ I IOl1orabl e or gen­
eral under hOllor,lble condit ions. If I 
served as a c iv ili an emp loyee, I fur­
ther cert i fy Ihal the character of my 
serv ice W.h honorab le. 

Si n erely, 
Your Ildnl(' 

I am told t/,is i:; 1/ ilandsome piece and 
is signed by SI'('/"t'i 11 ry of Defense Dona ld 
RumfieLd allrl if s 1I0t too late to apply. 

Welcome New 
MEMBERS 

Gumbarevic, Anthony E. I B-319 
115 Kurtz Lane 
Jefferson, PA 15344 

Francis Fife / K'-318 
PO Box 557 
Charlotte, VA 22902-0557 

Glcssnor, Harold / AT-319 
PO BOX 442 
Ligo'1l' r, I'A 15658 
724-2]11-7675 

HELP-H LP ... 
I have r('II ' lw ci II I<' fo llowin)\ 

request for infolll)'III' III I hey are <l ~ 

follows: 

I had a rellli i{l t" 11'1' (1 Il(" lollged 10 
the 319th Infa III ry ( '0 11// 11/ " .'1 K, wilo 
was KIA on 12/24/ 11).1,1, tlllring tile 
Battle of the Bulge. Il ,s /'l' lIlnins were 
returned home, hOWL'71(' r I do not know 
any detaiLs of his deat/I . I{ you would 
be kind enollgh to give JIl e the infor­
mation I seek, casually list of After 
Action Reports would be most wel­
come. I may be reached by writing 
Ricllard L. Scott 18063 Lake Hill s 
Drive Sprillg Lake, MI 49456 or by 
E-mnil . e llill r~coIl04@aol. com. 

I<l'illl i{l(' ,'; ( ~r rdgar Haro Ld Lloyd 
wOll lrllil,(' illlol'llllliioll on his /IIili ­
ta ry s,'!'u i(' (' , /.Ioytl wns a rifle platooll 
lender {(lilh ('11//l1"I/IY E, 319 I1IJo/l 
try. Il l' 7(1 11 :; II {(III I'Ilcd the CMHfor 1111 

actioll II Cllr [loillpey, France 0 11 14 
Sept. 1944 al/(I was KIA on 16 Nov. 
1944. Any and all information will 
be greatly appreciated. Contact Kirk 
Kellogg, 718 Filip Road, Los A ltos, 
CA 94024 or call me at 650-969-
9931, I am sorry I have waited all 
these years to undertake tilis search. 
Hopefully, it will not be too late. 

My Name is Tim Cllltts, I am 
writing you in hopes .'1011 can help 
me. My Uncle PFC Iilll Clutts was a 
member of the 318tli. lie was WIA in 
June 1944 and was Kill 26 November 
1944 at Nancy. I Ie is buried in the 
Lorraine Celll l' lcry at St. Avoid, 
France. A llyolle Ilavillg reco llection s, 
please CUIIIIICI /lIC . Til /l Clutts, U. S. 
Amry retired, 27 316 Myrtlewood Dr, 
Athens, A laba ilia 35() 14. 

11 111111 \/1('(' 'J'/lO mas, dallgliter of 
III, ' '11 11' I ti l/II/ I'd P. Thomas , M-3 79, 
1111 ', (/11 (/1/111111 of pictures her dad took 
(/11.1 ' .til , .. .I (lucr theycars of his tour ill 
I II I PI 1(' . ~1i L' is willing to share til ese 
I' I, I III"' ,'; of the history of the 80th ill 
\IV I V II . Her address is as follows: E-
1111111 . MAPfMOM@aol.com . Her 
ilolll c address is , Mary Alice (Tho­
I1I17 S ) Pilon, 3 Barker Street, Albany, 
NY 12205. 

Jlldy I,. Bezjak of20 W Wend St 
LeMolI l, 11 , 604 .19-4497 asks ifany­
olle wOllld rC II [('III IICr Il cr Uncle Tony 
Ruzicli , wli o 71111 :; Kill 011 25 Decem­
ber 1944. 

Anyone kll07Uillg or remember­
ing Cpl. Floyd L. rlorton approxi­
mately 35 years old at the time he was 
in servlce. Probably was a company 
cleric, he was a talented artist, played 
the gui tar and banjo well and had a 
pleasant tenor voice, Contact Mrs. 
IIlma Horton Gillispie 5900 Hanover, 
Wicliita , Kansas 67220-1872. Also 
tilc co mpany he was in . 

II 

Edward Mollr, 306 Will sor /Jriz/(' 
Frie ll dswood, TX 77546, 28 1-992-
7542 asks if allyoll e relll elllbers Iler 
fat ll er, Edward George Mohr of K-
319. Please all swer if you knew him. 

Jam searcli illg for my grandfa­
ther, Sgt. Ewell I. Ill/Itlwin who was 
KIA on 14 SI'IIII'II11l('r 1944, near 
Nancy, France . Il l' WII S ill lli e 317th 
Regimen t, 1 dOIl 'IIIIIVe' Iii I' OlllpallY, 
{alllily letters illdiclIll' Ill' was a cook. 
'1 I/Il ve no photos or illrOr/llalioll , if 
1/011 can help me 1 wOlllel appreciate it. 
'Mike See ley 119 Hartwell Av e. 
I,illidon, MA 01460 
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\l-The following comments lire presented by 

Gerald V. Myers, Company G 
317th Infantry. 

Ourtrip to LU X(' IllI )() u rg to share 
the annual (5) day C(' I(' I )r,) I ion, liThe 
Days of Friendship" spo ll so red by 
the U.S. Veteran s Fric' ll ci s Orga ni ­
zation for those Am c l' ic ,1Il Veterans 
that fought in th e Ba IIl e of th e Bu Ige 
and to free Luxembourg from the 
N az i forces. 

Tuesday, June 19, 2001 my wife, 
Bobb ie and I de-plane at th e Lux ­
embourgCity Airport at 11 :00 A. M . 
rh ere waiting for our an' iv,l l was 
t h rcc fri end Iy faces, Consta nl C(,OI'­
g i,l () , lo hn Parker and C('orgc 
I ), IlII )(, llfi c lci. Constant is th e pr(',i ­
d l' lll Ilf LJ.S. Vete ran s Fri (' lld ~ of 
III X(' Illi>(H ll g. John Parker i ~ fro m 
I rllill ,II )( I, II ,I IHllk(l ufor l, Ill x('m ­
bourg . 11 (' i ~ ,I 11' lil ('(\ Blh Ai l ( 'mps 
Co lone l w lH ) li v('~ ~i x Ill () ll lhs in th e 
U .S. A. dnd , ix 1l «) ll l h ~ ill I uxem­
bourg. John is 111.\ 11 i('d 10 Fe li c ia, A 
Luxembourg c i l i L(~ nl Ge o rge 
Daubenfield kn ow s everyon e in 
Luxembourg. He also knows every 
battlefield, foxhole and every his­
torical WW II location in th e east­
ern Bulge area . His hobby is sco ur­
ing battlefields with his elaborate 
metal detector. I learned laler in 
the week that he has boxes o f f rag­
ments, which he has found . 

After a welcomed lunch, Con­
stant went home to fini sh hi ~ p lans 
for the next five days of c(, lebra­
tion. John and George look Hobbie 
and me to our hotel. O tll 110tel, 
Hastellerie De Beauforl , i ll Bea u­
fort" Luxembourg w as I()< ,lI cd only 
five miles west of l3 o ll <' llC lo rf and 
Dillingen where th e \ 171h Infantry 
of the 80th Divi sioll ( Imsed the 

12 

5.111< '1 River in February 1')4S. The 
hol (,1 was newly furbi si1 ('d . II wa s a 
IW,llll lfu l p lace to st·(lY. I he ow ners 
W(' I [' Iriendly, hospil .l l )lc and the 
w il( ' "poke very gooci Illg lish . 
jOill1 Iid d a busin ess ill I chterna ch, 
l uxl' llti )()u rg in the ,lf lcrn oon so I 
l'oei l' ,li ong to tal k (11 )( I ~('e the sights . 
O n OUI W,ly back 10 Ikaufo rd w e 
too k 11)(' North S, llI er Road. The 
hill s and b luffs W('i(' still steep and 
rollin g down to Ih e I"iverbank . It 
w as much fri endli er than I remem ­
bered it in l-clHuary 1945. 

jusl north of Echternach is a 
monumcnl ,11 th e point where the 
5th Infanlry ( rossed the Sauer River. 
Traveling 1l 0001h, you pass the Vil­
lages o f I ) illingen, Bollendorf and 
Wallendor l . I he Sa uer River is now 
beautiful fi ~ hill g stream about 80 
feet wid e. 

Our roa d Ilirned back soulh at 
Reisdorf up th c 1I10u ntain to Ik,1Li­
fort. Two mil es sout'h is ano lher 
monument d 'di ea led to " I il l' Ga l­
lant M en of Compa ny C, (,O lh A lB, 
9 th Armored Di v ision w ho de­
fended that area I)ece lll i>e r 16-19, 
1944. 

Below this poinl , tl1(' hill has a 
gradu al ledge overl oo kin g the 
Sa uer River Vall ey wh ere Ihe Ger­
mans attacked. T/Sgt. Il erbnt and 
hi s men had a field day. Cili /ens of 
Bea ufort and Reisdorf arc recon­
Siru ct i ng the foxholes and mach i ne 
gun empl acements for this battl e 
IOC.11 ion. M any trees show he sca rs 
o f Dc( ember 14, 16 and 18, 1944. 
Very v i ~ i b l e today. 

A ~ hm t distance up the moun-

tain is a hl ,I',', dll[ '[ Iion al plate 
pointing to (' , l( It V tl J.Ij ~ I '. 

Wedn esd.l Y, 111 11[ ' .'() - Today, 
Constance CO(' I)',, 1I 1 ,1I1e1 hi s group 
had arranged ,) 10111 [ " 111\« 'mbourg 
City. Picking Bol)III[ ' ,1 1)( l lI1e up el l 
our hotel at 1 O:o() A M . Ii) jo in th e 
rest of the group .I I lil (' Golden 
Lady Monument, I(l( ,I I('eI in th e 
center of the city over looking th e 
cliffs of the Alzelt (' I.( ive r which 
wind through the c it y 

Th e group con sisted of Herb 
Elmore and his fri end fr o m 
Frewsbu rg, NY, 5th Armored Divi ­
sion, Robert Harmon , Seattle WA. 
319th Reg iment, james Lipscomb, 
Mont Lan'a l, NJ, 761 st Tank Bn . 
Bernd Sc hm id t and his wife, 
W eim,H, C('l'Ill ,lIl Y, th e Pres ident of 
th e Gl' rIl ).l n ( h,lp ter of U.S. Veter­
an s F ri (, ll d~ ,11 )( llilree sisters, Lind a, 
Patt y ,1I lC l I )q~gy I' rivett. Th ey los t 
th eir f.ltlH '1 dill ill g the Bulge fi ght ­
in g J.lI1I1 ,ll y 20, 1945 neM 
Br(l nd (, lll lI lI g, lu x. The rest of th e 
group co n ~ i s l ed of three newspa­
per reporters, ,I photographer and 
members o f the U.S. Veterans 
Friends . Th ey were with us all five 
days. 

John Parker took Bobbie and 
me to the m ayors offi ce in 
Ettelbruck. On the south side of 
town is a Roundabout dedi ca ted to 
Col. L. McVicker 318th Com­
mander. It is a large roundabout 
and beautiful. We had been invited 
to the mayor's office in Ettl elbruck 
when he heard a 80th Veteran was 
close by. I was present ed with the 
General George Patlo n Medal. 
Many city employees att ended th e 
reception. 

After an enjoyabl e cruise on 
the Mose ll River wh ere we saw 
beautiful scenery, grape vines, for­
ests and castles . 

Lunch was served in a castl e 

111 ', 11 1111 ' i'v \I l'<' II , after leav ing we 
II ,I vl ,I,'ell ),II" Ihrough Mull erth all 
V, tll [" w lll 'I(' we saw a monument 
tI[ ·[ III ,11(,d 10 the 9th Armored Di v i­
'oI1lll , ,11 «1 at H aller we saw many 
1I IIIIII III lcn ts dedicated to the 3 rcl 
AIIII ()('cd Field Artillery, 60th Ar­
II IIII('d Infantry, 9th Armored Engi ­
I)('('rs, 811thTank Battalion, 131st 
(hci inance and the 2nd Medical 
ILlitalion. All had fought in this 
,I rea. 

At 7:00 P.M . I took part in lay­
ing a wrea th for th e 5th Armored 
D ivi sion al S hutlrang. ThiS was 
fo llowed by cl hZlI1quet wh ere each 
person was present ed a book of 
photos of damaged buildings and 
how they look tocl ay. 

Friday June 22 Th e group at­
tended a wrea th pl ac ing ceremony 
at a monument in Bertrang dedi­
cated to the 5th Armored Division. 
They were the first to return and 
f ree the people of Nazi occupa­
tion . A lunch followed. 

After lunch we traveled to 
Heiderscheid where Bob Harmon 
3 19th Infantry and me 317th Infan­
try p laced a wreath at the BO th 
Infantry Division M o num ent In 
memory of th e 80th D ivi sio n los t 
during th e Bul ge and all o th ers 
who fo ught here. From H eider­
scheid we travel ed to Tadler, Ri ngel, 
Barscheild , Kehman and Scheidel. 
Th e 80th Division lost many men 
taking back th e frozen hills and 
valleys. 

We travelecll o Goesdorf where 
flowers were pl aced at a monu­
m ent in hon o r o f Pvt. Alfe rd 
Fcherverry wh o w as KIA at th at 
po int January 13, 1945. 

Robert Harmon o f th e 3 19th 
I\cg iment was honored by a decla-
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ration of having been named an 
honorary cit izen of Goesdorf. Dur­
ing the battle he rescued a five­
yea r-o ld boy from the vi Ilage streets 
after he was injured by German 
Artillery. Felix Cistolo G-3 17 joined 
our group at thi s point for the next 
two days of the ce lebrat ion, along 
with his two so ns. Th ey were en 
route to Italy to vis it Fe li x's rela­
tives. Th e c iti zens o f Goesdorf gave 
us a banquet and a gift fo r each of 
us. 

Saturday June 23 - th is was th e 
day we were as ked to dress up with 
our medals, ribbons, etc. because 
it was the nation al holi day and 
ce lebration of the Grand Duke's 
13irthday. Each person in our group 
had been given a formal invil ,) li on 
10 <l ltend th is spectacul ar cer('mony 
ill Ih t' mass ive ca thedral Noll t' ­
i),)Ill(' il) lu xembourg Cil y. I he 
pr,IY('1 dl1( IIllU sica l ercmoll y W,15 
10 hOIlOI 111<' (;r<1 IHI Duk(' .111<1 Ihe 
Gr,lIl d DII(. t! 1.1111il y. WI' Ailler i­
ca ns anc1lht' I ('~ I () I 111<' gl oup were 
seated in a n elvv, ll ('d pl. H t' of honor 
facing th e peopl e ill lilt' cathed ral. 
The Grand Duke sa t no more than 
twelve feet away from us. 

The Grand Duke and his family 
was the last to enter th e cathed ral, 
everyon e standing in his hono r. As 
he was seated he gave a sli ght nod 
toward us as to say thank you. 

When the ceremony w as com­
plete, w e ex ited the cath edra l by a 
side entrance where the Archbi shop 
shook our hand and asks who we 
were and where w e w ere from. 
The Ambassadors of Belgiulll and 
Holland i ntroduced them ~(' 1 V(' S and 
their wives to Bobbi e <11)(1 I. A lso 
Mr. and Mrs . Gerald ' l ()flu ~ from 
the U.S. Embassy introc11 1< ('d them­
selves and wish us W(' II . 

The banquet W,)S ,I II IHl lsta nd ­
ing affair. Ea ch An1('r i( , 111 I t' ceived 

,II " 11 11111 " p late with th e pi( 1111 (' of 
,I I lfl ll ," lep rese ntin g (ollllirn . 
1111 '1, \\ ,'1(' f ireworks aft<'1 d.l l" 10 
e(' I" I II ,III' Ihe National Il o lid ,I Y, 

"'IIIH I"y June 24- A CO IllIlH'1ll0-
r,Hiv(' IlldSS was held in th e church 
in I ).lhl in honor of those KIA in 
th ,lt I om mune and th e surround­
ing h,lItles of WWII . The pri est, 
tlWII ( onstant Goerg<l n mad com­
nWII I', I hat exp ressed th e t ha n ks for 
wh.l l II I(' Ame rican Gh did to free 
lu x(, llll )ou rg from th e Nazi's in 
I ()45. 

W e were inv ited to th e Lener's 
farm oUhide of i),l hl for a food 
feast, th e lunch h,wi ng been pre­
pared by ladies of 1) <lhl. 

Th ere wa s ll'remony at the 
monument of Sg t. Day Turner, who 
was awarded th e Congress ional 
Meda l of Honor fo r risking his life 
above and beyond the call of duty, 
took pl ace ,) t Ihe farm house on * 
January 1<) ·1 '1 . The U .S. Flag and 
the plac ing 01 flowers at the Monu­
mentwerc by I~()be rt Harmon, Felix 
Cistolo and l11 y~(' l f G. Virgil Myers . 

W e th ell tr,we led to a ro ad 
jun ction le<Hlill g to Ba stog ne and 
Wiltz , wh r(' d iJea uti fu l monu­
ment to all th e unit s th at fough t in 
th e Bulge. Tlwy hav(' I ('ce ntl y 
erected a pl aque o f bro ll /e high­
li ghting each military by different 
co lo rs . It is a bri ek stru c ture sta nd­
ing four by six fee t and very sturdy. 

From there w e vi sited th e 90 th 
Division Monument in i3er le, the 
26 th nea r Esch-Dorf. , and also the 
memorial to U.S. Veteran s located 
on a hill east of Bastogne. I t ove r­
looks the 4th Armored Divi sion and 
the att ached 1 st Bn of 3 18 Reg i­
ment from the 80th Division, ad ­
vanc ing trough the woods on 26 
D ecember 1944. 

I .)I (' r Ih at night w e gathered in 
Sand w('i ler at the monument of the 
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5th Armored I )I VI'''' III who freed 
the town in S('pll ' lId "'1 1<)44. 

Our fin al 11.1 11(1'11'1 ()I the R 
membrance W.l~ 1111( ' W I' all will 
remember. The food. Willi ' was grea t 
but the fri endship ~ 1 ]llw ll by th e 
people of Luxeml )(JllIg i~ ullforge t­
tab le. What WOIl<i (' 1 lui Hosts! 
Words can hardl y c1C' ~1 I ibe it. After 
th e banquet we WCI (' presented ,1 

large book, ten inciws by thirtecil 
inches and 25 0 pages in high gloss 
print and bea utiful co lor picture~ 
of the vill age and countryside of 
Sandweill er. Many picture of 1944 
and how th ey look today. 

Monday Jun e 25- In the morn ­
ing, Ca mill e Kohn, Fernando Zens 
and John I Jrker joined Bobbi e and 
me for hre,lkfasl and I presented 

( .11111111' Willi ,Ill Ame ri ca n Flagthat 
ILld fl(IWIl ()v ('r the U.S. Cap ita l in 
111 ', 11.1111( '. ()ur plane did not leave 
Illilt! I () . \ () A. M . Tuesday so John 
III 'd' ,lt 'd w e go to for a tour of Littl e 
" w ll / (' lland. We visited the park 
.Il1d gia nt boulders, where many 
(,I ~ tri ed to find safety when the 
( ,('rma ns overrun that part of Lux­
C' mbourg. We visited numerous 
o th er places including a visit to 
lilly, who was very happy to see us, 
<lIld talked about her American GI 
boyfriend s. 

Flying back and ref lect ing on 
our trip to Lu x mbourg we thought 
th at it was the hi gh I igh t of our travel 
experiences. 

G. Virgil Myers / C, 3 17th 

Name of Cemete ries where Men from the 80th are buried 

NflMI or CEMETERY WAR # OF MEN 
BURIED 

Cambridge, England WW2 7 

Henri-Chapelle , Belgium WWI 41 

Ardennes , Belgium WW2 13 

Aisne-Marne, France WW1 6 

Brittany, France WW2 54 

Epinal, France WW2 63 

Lorraine, France WW2 735 

Meuse-Argonne, France WW1 475 

Normandy, France WW2 6 

Oisne-Aisne, France WW1 10 

St. Mihel , France WW1 46 

Somme, France WW1 20 

Suresnes, France WW1 9 

Hamm, Luxembourg WW2 504 

Netherlands WW2 59 

TOTAL 2048 
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Ren. Post #37 

Well, it is thai time aga in! I apolo­
gize because I've been so lax in 
writing, but I' m in Ihe sa me state as 
all of us- "Senior M oments" and lack 
of energy! 

Those of you w ho have kept in 
touch with the 80th Assoc iat ion 
should have rece ived your Reunion 
papers . Have you pa id your 80th 
dues, see form in the Blue Ridge. 

Write to Eri c if you need infor­
mation regardless wheth er you are 
go ing or ri ot. I urge you to be a good 
Post 37 member and contribute what 
you ca n to show that the Post q ill 
Cd res . Get on the ball. Do il loddY. 

I won't be going, but h,W( ' Illy 
p re rcg istr,lt io n, Patro ns I i~ lil1 g, 

R, l ffl (' l i( k('h , ,1IlClthe Pos t A I) for the 
I)rogl .l lll. l' IIIH' 11)(' 1'(' in spil ii, if not 
in body. 

I hope ~O /ll (' ()j Y() l1 wi ll be in 
M elbourne. So I,l l I (, 11 1'1 tell you if 
anyone who w i II be I here fo r sure. 
Talked to joe Hege, he had hea lth 
problems along with red tape on the 
Rcn book, but don't give up, it wi II be 
coming as soon as possibl e. 

Tel l you what to do! During th at 
w eekend (Aug. 14-14) sit down, get 
out your pi ctures and relive our wild 
weekends, the joy of being together, 
the tears, the laughter, th e stori es 
(some real some fabricated) th e sight 
w e saw, the food we ate, th e I' ive rs of 
beer that we consumed. e lll a Rcn 
buddy you haven't forgot len or la I ked 
to for a long time. Wril (' several 
letters . (one to me.) . 

Use your energy, p,llH'r, pen and 
stamp to write me. Wll i l(' your en­
ergy is flowing thin k ,dHH II whether 
you need and w,1I11 ,1 (Opy of our 
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Florida Post #47 

I h,lI1ks to the United States Post 
OHi( C' most of our business corre­
spoll dence is now direc ted to our 
IC' l llporary address in Flo rida and we 
now kwe to systemati c) ll y correct 
th {' il ('rro r. Small p ri ce to pay to 
~ 1 )(, 1 l( 1 ()ur golden ye,lI's w intering in 
Ihe ~ lI n . 

We were sadd(' lI t'd to hea r of 
th e ded lh of Fran( i '> Ma her. Our 
deepe~ 1 ~ympathy to hi s wife Anne 
and famil y. He W,l '> one o f our new­
es t pos t member'> . 

O ur M eHc h m ee ting in 
M elbourne was another great suc­
cess not onl y due to the excellent 
Florida bmchure like w eather, but 
a lso the comradeship of all those 
who attended. Spec ial thanks to all 
those lowly I,ldies (bl ess their hearts 
what in the world wou Id w e do with­
out them) who toi led in the kitchen 
and laid out those del icious di splayed 
and tasty me,l ls also th e copious 
beverages supplied. 

Everyone all ending apprec iates 
the facility so much th at we signed a 
two-year contrJc l Ihal was unani ­
mously approved . It w i II be the same 
w eekend and the sa me ra te. 

Ourfa ll meeting wi ll be Novem-

address list. I haven' t develop men­
tal telepathy yet, so I have to depend 
on your written word. 

To those of you who and yours 
who are ill , my sincere prayers and 
thought s. Let me know, confidentia 1-
ity if you w ish. With Love, your ever 
f a ilhful , so metim e engeryless, 
"STI CKY" W rite Now. 

1 
\ 

ber I sta ncl 2l1 <1 , ' 11I)' ,lllhe Hamp 
ton Inn, 341 '1 W ( () ll cge Road, 
Oca la, FL. 34 ·1/·1, \ ',' 1\54-3 200. 
Room rates w ill il l' ~ (, I 00. Reserv,l 
ti ons must be Ill ,H it ' II() Ll lcr than 
October 9, 2002. I ~.t l ('~ .l Ie good \ 
days prior and 3 d ,l y~ ,)(Icr Ihe meel 
ing. When making your rcse rva ti o n ~ 

make sure th at you leili hem you ,lI"( ' 

with the Florida POSI 47 and Code 
F47 . 

At thi s time I would like to S,lY 
that the 80th Division Veterans Asso­
c iation is a Fraternal O rgani za li on 
dedica ted to the comrade ly that ex­
ists between us due to the hard ships 
we experi enced during the wa r in 
whi ch mosl o f us b led. 

O llr mosl effeclive fo rm of com­
munic,l l ion is Ihe Blue Ridge M aga­
zine. O UI o ill y ., ign ifica nt source of 
incolll (, i., Il l(' N,ll iona l Reunion. 

111('1 (' h , l ~ Iwen a change in the 
type of ,l rti ( I ('~ ,lIld Post reports sub­
milled dl1<1 Ihen printed. There has 
been a change in the editing of items 
submitted. 

Most notab ly the publi shing o f 
derogatory items in reference to the 
National Reunion, not just the up­
coming one in Melbourne, FI. But 
there alsO have been previ ous slurs. 
Some of these items have been writ­
ten by men who do not have the 
dedication to put on a reun ion there­
for speak with an unquJli fied vo ice. 
If we want successful reunions these 
slurs must be eliminaled . 

Francis Rajnicek, Sec t. Past Na­
tional Commander I ormer Reun ion 
Chairman. 

I have e rinled the last two para­
graphs even Lho ugh lhey contain 
slurs and derogatory remarks. Editor 
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( /0 . M 318th InJ. 
Post #44 

I I,ld a letter from j ack Stumcke, 
1](' wr ites I am still around, but 
l il lcl er the ca re of both doctor and 
nurses three times a w eek. I am on 
a wa lker and also use a wheel chair 
and I am getting better slowly. jack 
phoned and said he is now in an 
Assisted Li v ing Home. Best wishes 
toall mybuddy's .... I have noother 
new s due to th e fac t you of Com­
pany M 3 18 nev' r w rite. I don ' t 
know if you are li v ing o r dead. On 
16 Apri I, Dori s and I ce lebrated our 
60th Weddin g Anniversary. Our 
children and fri ends purchased 60 
gifts of p i I different items none over 
$ 5.00 . After a long day they took 
us out to our favorite Veltrees Res­
ta urant high on a hilltop near our 
home overlooking th e Allegheny 
Rive r and towns below. Afterward 
home to Ca ke and all th e good 
fri endshi p th at goes with a long 
day. W e wish to th ank th ose of you, 
who sent ca rds, w e apprec iate your 
fri endship .... Have ju st been told I 
need another kn ee on the right. 
H ave had two repl acements on the 
left. Had a ni ce long talk with james 
Sinard on th e 6th of M ay. Remem­
bering old tim e and buddy's. Says 
he too has been marri ed 65 years. 
Congratulati ons to Jim and his wife. 
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Post #36 3d Bn., 
317InJ. 

As everyone knows, when re­
turning from an ex tended trip or stay, 
there is a lot to ca tch up on. For one 
is the column for the :3rd Bn 317th. 

Lucille Clark (I) wro te to let ev­
eryone know she apprec iated the 
money, cards and prayers and other 
acts of kindness shown her during 
her loss of Oscar. She put the money 
into a special fund and bought an 
Oak flag display case, whi ch ho lds 
O . E.s medals. It is so spec ial to her as 
each one of you. 

It is with sadness to report that 
George Crofott (L) passed away on 
April 14. He had a military (uner,l l. 
George and Dolly attended m<lny 
reunions years ago, the las t ont' in 
1997. They were marri ed 54 ye,lrs . 
George was quite knowledgeable 
about econom ic ,1 nel po l it i( ,11 ,l((ai rs 
and enjoyed di sc u s~ ing them. It didn't 
make any difference which side of 
the fence you were on. We wi II miss 
George. The 3rd Bn made a memo­
rial gift to Dolly. 

O n a brighter note, we hear that 
Rex Kibbe (L) is doing much better. 
Bob Parks tells us Rex is now able to 
walk to the dinning room for meals 
with help . He and Cece lia thank 
everyone for thei r cards, calls prayers 
and support. Rex really perks up and 
appreciates notes from everyone in 
the 80th. Rex's home address is: P.O. 
Box 371, Scobey, MT 592 63. 

Bob also informs me th C1 t Mike 
Sutich (L) in Sand Cou le, M ontana 
59472, live alone on hi s (,l rm. His 
wife is in a nursing fa c ilit y. She may 
be able to go back to the (.1rIll with 
Mike. 

18 

I I' , "Ived a letter from " Robert 
C. ( lll )', "11 whose father PG I lugene 
G. iv l, I Illght (L) was KIA on J.1I1. 8, 
1 <) /1', III and around Luxembourg 

il y, IIl<juiring if anyone in (L) Com­
pany might have any information at 
the l ime. Robert's address is: 8208 
Sehoillc Rd., Blaine, WA 98230, 
Phol1 e: 360-392-0624. 

I he Barones grandson, Chad 
M dl i,1I1elli, who attended many re­
uni O I1 ~ with his parents and grand­
PJrenl ~ graduates from High School 
with hOl1ors and a 4 yedr scholarship 
from M,uyla nd Univers ity in 
Scranton, PA. Chad was very active 
in sports at the s hoo l. Congratul a­
tions to Chad, h is parents and grand­
parents. 

I hear that the Barones and Bob 
Smith will attend the New York Post 
Meeting in Albany on Memorial Day 
weekend M ay 23 -27,2002 . 

I appea l to members in other 
units in the 3rd Bn to please send me 
news of happenings so that mention 
is made in thc co lumn. My address 
is: Newtown Towers, Apt204-B, 3400 
WestChester Pikc, Newtown Square, 
PA 19073. 

Information about the reunion 
has been mailed out. W e urge all to 
register ear ly. O ur prJyers and 
thoughts are with those who are ill 
and hope for a speedy recovery. 

Bob NaliJason, Sect. 

NO REPORT: 

L-318 

Post #39 

305th Engineers Post #40 

Brett Post #3 
Co F 318 Post # 46 

Lane Hall I)ost #42 
313 J~:A. Bn 

The 3 13 th I A Il il mct III 
Parkersburg, WV (01 "Mil1i Reun ion 
on May 8th to the I . Among thos( 
present were: Kc1 rl ,1 nel Audery 
Blocker, Charlie and Alice Noxon, 
Jeanette and DomAbburaase, Willi ., 
and Haze l Fra ley, and their son and 
grand son, Ru th and Jim Phillip", 
Helen Lang, Francis Po lett i, Ch a rl ('~ 
Phillips, MJry and Jim Brin ker, Iloh 
and Dori s Murrell , Lee and Ann 
Hatcher, Rcva Lasserre, Ilil d,l 
Latusek, I I e rl11 ,111 Newsome, hi s w ire 
and son, lei Il arg raves, Ger,l l e1 
Tristano ,1 11<1 ~ 11 ~,1Il Ambrosic. 

Th(' )\"llq) II1cl at th e Econo 
Lodge illl '.lIk(' I ~ I Hlrg, WVand w('rc 
grcel('d hy Ill(' Ill dll"gcr, Neil 1),1 1('1, 
who W(' 111 (lI ll ()I II i., way to makc 0111 
StC1y.l Vl'ly ('III(IY.JI)le one, suppl ying 
th(' 111 wi lli ,IIIH'(' ling room ancllwlp 
ing in ,l IlY w"y 11(' could. 

SOIll e' or 11 1<' pi aces vis i ted hy I h( ' 
group, were Ihe I enton Glass Worb, 
Valley Gen SlcrIlwhe ll er, UllC l('I . 
ground Railroad, Troll ey Toul~ 01 
Historical Marti etta, OH, Ik< kcy 
Thatcher Showboat Thealre, C;I dnel 
Central Mall, Historical H .1 rl11,1 11 Vi 1-
lage, Middleton Doll F,H I() I y, ,1I1d 
many more. 

The group w ent 10 dinn('r on 
Friday eveni ng at ('o lll l11ho\ in 
Parkersburg and enjoyed ,1 Vl'1 Y good 
time being togelher .. ()II S,llurd,lY 
evening, a var iety 01 l 'ill,l\ were 
enjoyed by all . 

We were pl ("h(,ci 10 h,lVC as 
guests Bob and I) o li ~ Murre ll . They 
vis ited p l C1r<.'~ ill 1',11 k l' l ~ hurg, haVing 
lived therc Y( '.JI ~ ,1 g(), ,wei were able 
to look up ~() nw old Iri<.'nds th ere. 

I wa s ()verwhcll11cd wi th the turn­
out alth ' Mini . NeVI'l expected 30 

I I) 

1" '1'1"" 11,,1, ,III( II )()fi~ Mum'II "del('ci 
'" '1IIC'IIIIII)',IIIII( 'I(' 111. As (a r as I know, 
1111 ', \\ .1 ', III( ' III~I lime we have h,1( 1 
IIII' '.C'C 11 '1.11 1' ()f the 80th D ivi sio l1 
/\', ', 111 I.ilc' p,llli<. ipate in our Mini 
1'1'111111111 A~ ,Jlways, Charli e Noxon 
('111"11.11111'11 LI~ and Doc Blocker 
1'11111'11111111. 

111 , 111 "~ to the generosity of all 
w ill I ,1 111 ' 11(1( 'd, now have $677 in our 
I '()~I 11( "I~U I Y· 

Ily I1()W you should have re­
( ('iVl' tI .1l1up-date I isting of addresses 
,1I1e1I)hone Numbers. Again Fran did 
1110s1 o( the work. As you notice, we 
~o l d our house and are now living in 
.l ret irement community managed 
by the PA M asoni c O rgani zation. 
Qu ite a big adjustment but It IS get­
ting better every day. God Bless and 
keep in touch. Send News! 

Jim Phillips Sect/ Treas. 

Ladies 
Auxiliary 

I he National Ladies Auxiliary 
/1 ,1(1 ,1 (inc turn ou t at the II Pmt 
11l('l'Ii lJg, M ,nch 14- 17 .1llhe Ilo lici ,lY 
11111 Me lbourn( ' Ik.l( h, II . O( (ourse 
MOlher N,ll ure diel IH'I b('sl 10 give 
cveryone a gr(',, 1 ~1 111l1 y wl'<,'k, - Iemps 
in BOs ,1Ild <)()~'. l 'I('~('11 1 were: Na tl. 
l)re5 . Ri l C1 Ku l( h, I ~ I Vice I)res. Ida 
Re ilinger, N,lliOI1 ,l1 Ch.lplai n, Kay 
Rajni cek, I)N I), Nd ll () I1,J1 Sect Cindy 
M cG raw, Sgt AI AI11I'> I lelen Wesl. 
1),lSt Natl Pres. C ll .l 1('(' l),lVis, A li ce 
S( hmidt, Marce ll e I l.lley, Ik lty Hook, 
Rose Pa limetto, N,lOmi Brockman. 
Alld many other lad ies who belong to 
Ilt l' National. The lad ies and their 
Iw.,h,1I1ds are looking (orward to see­
iilg I he 80th folks atthe 83 rd Reunion 
ill Melbourne, FL. 
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Post #33 Co. H, Inf. 

Received Zl ni ce letterfrom C D. 
Clements . He sZl id hi s health was 
so good he ca n now ca rry a ca ne. 
Also the soft life now provides him 
with a ride up and down the stair 
on his new chai r lift. 

Talked to Jean Poppen. She is 
carry ing on the easy I i fe as a senior 
c iti zen . She w i ll probably be get­
ting the itch to follow the l ittle 
white golf ball. 

AI Conway, known as "Four" , 
died on or about 2 7 Apri 12002 . AI 's 
dea th was somewhat of a shock to 
Zl ll his friends . He always h,ld a 
smil e on hi s face and an appropri ­
,l l(' quip for most occas iom. Il c 
hdd ,1 kn,)( k of rememhering ('vl'IlIS 
dnci dc li om of 11lC'1l in Ill(' (0 111 -

pZln y. 11 (' W l v(' ci ill ( () ll1P,IIlY H 
from Ca mp I o " ('~1 ' "Ilillh l' end of 
th e war. AI W,IS Ili ( kI1.1I1wci " FOlir" 
because of hi s suppl y duti es. As a 
new Second Li eutenant, I was as­
signed as supply off icer and came 
to know AI very well. He preformed 
his job in supp ly as a professional. 
I think A I's ear ly l ife sp ent in 
Gh ltizen and Altoona, PA. Later he 
moved to Erie where he res ided 
until h is death . Condo lences to his 
wife and family. 

Irv Robi nson recently hZld a 
chance meeting with Ph i lli s Fish, 
an army nurse that had allcnded to 
him while conva lescing il t cln army 
hosp ital in England. Yes, Ihe yea r 
was 1944. What a mef))ory ' Not 
surprising for Irv! 

Congratulat ions 10 I Ii lcia for be­
ing honored by L('i ~lI l (' World Art 
Association . 

20 

Nl'W York Post #43 

Il le latest report shows we lost 
anolh er long time member. Don 
Gdffney, our Post Commander, Zl nd 
a Ii fc' member ofthe post. He served 
in Company K, 317th. W e give a 
gift <111(1 Life-Plus in li eu offlowers. 

A~ I reported in our last news 
letter we' are all sel for our three 
post mcelings. Our ,lIlnua l ga th er­
ing in Alb Zl ny, NY, ZlllheTurf Inn for 
fou r day, Memori a I Day weekend, 
M ay 23 -27, 2002. I-Icc tion of offic­
ers and good food Zlnd fe ll owship is 
on the menu. W e always have a 
short mee ling Zlt the convention . 
Check bull etin board for data . The 
fall gathering will be in Geneva, 
NY, at th e Ramada Lakefront Ho­
tel. A beau liful site right in the wine 
making ZlrCd of the Finger Lakes. 
Between th e co lor, the wines and 
the accommocbt ions it should be 
idea. The dZltes are a Monday-Fri ­
day time, O ctoher 7- 11 , 2002. Al ­
ready planning on 2003 for annua l 
meeting at th e Turf Inn, Alhany, NY 
and back to Ithaca, NY Ih e fall of 
2003, forfootball , food Zlnd fe llow­
ship. More later. 

Best to all, and keep hea lthy 
and listen to your wife and doctor. 

Edward Bredbenner, Sect. 

Hope all are preparing to at­
tend the 80th reunion in Mel ­
bourne, FL. John, Penny, and Jerry 
is plilnning to attending. They are 
looking forward to seeing you all. 
H ope 10 see all of you in FL. 

Cod Bless. Ohly 

Cine; IIlIali 
Post #34 

This report got in 1O() 1,,[(, for the lasl 
edition. 

W e had our monthly dinner 
meeting at Norwood with the fol ­
lowing prese nt : 

Rus se ll Sick, PNC, Com ­
mand er, Mr. and Mrs. Jes se Obe l, 
Mr. and Mrs . Art Rehling, Mr. and 
Mrs . 5 I ,l n Ben z i n g e r, R i t zl 

Hollweck ,1nd MargeWu lker, Mel 
Schmidl , Mr. And Mrs. H oward 
Ma cke , Mr. ,1nd Mrs . John T. 
W elti g, Sr. 

TIl<' w('.1I IH'r here in C in c in ­
nali h , l ~ 1)('( ' 11 (o ld but we should 
expc( 1111,11 kinc! o f weather. There 
hZls \)('('11 " qllil C o f Bluster" of 
willcillli ~ jl , I~1 week. In Covinglon 
Kenluc ky 1/1(' w inds removed le le­
phon e lin c~ ,1nd electri c lin es 
from their mounts. But thi s is 
March. Temp eratures have been 
"way off" at times. Down 10 27 
this morning and to 55 thi s ,lfter­
noon . Say hello to everyon e for 
the Cincinnati Post. 

John W<'IIig, Sr. 

2 1 

I)V and DV Hqs 
("10 . Post #39 

It has been almost two months 
~ ill ce Marie passed away and let 
l11e tell you, it has n't been easy. 
There is a huge void in my life that 
TV, reading or writing can't fill. 
However, I have faith that things 
will get better with time. 

It is sZld that Post 39 wi ll not be 
represenled ilt Ihe Melbourne Re­
union . It will be th e first time this 
has happened since we got our 
Charter in Cleveland, OH in 1970. 
I believe that it is incumbent upon 
all 3gers to support our 80th Asso­
ciation Reunion. We can do that by 
buying. the award tickets at $2.00 
each and by placing your name or 
names in the Patron Listing in th e 
Reun ion Program at $3.00 per 
nZlme. 

I, as Treasurer of Post 39 will 
p lace a $20.00 AD in the Program. 
All th is must reach the Reunion 
Chairman by July 19th. 

I, and my son Raymond and 
hi s family se nd our heartfelt 
thanks to all of you and ca rds and 
Mass Cards, money and Flowers. 
We were overwh e lmed by your 
kindness and ca ring. 

Fred Busca rini Sect/Treas . 
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Co. L 319th In/. 

Where ha s th e yea r gone? Here 
it is the end of M ayas I wr ite thi s 
report and it seems only w eeks ago 
th at I made the las l report. I sup­
pose as w e get o lder w e w ant the 
days to be longer bU I as luck wou ld 
have it they remain 24 hours. 

I rece ived a ni ce letter from Jim 
Young and am happy to report that 
you r prayers and good wish es has 
helped hi s recovery from open heart 
surge ry and a doubl e by-pass. 

Jim has j ust return ed from a 
th ree week c rui se hav in g left 
Flor ida , c rui sed t he Cari bbea n, 
w ent through the Pa nama l.ln,l l 
onto the M ex ica n Riv iera. Jim s,l id 
he d id some recuperatin g on Ihe 
tri p anc! fe ll he ca me b il( k hell er 
th en wh en he left. I know you ,1I"e 

elateei , d S I ,llll Ih,ll he h , l ~ Ill ,lele a 
signi fic(l nt r('coWI y fro lll his ill­
ness. 

Rudy BerlTl (l n excuse me Cor­
po ral Rudy Berman- is hav in g 
some back prob lems and has un­
dergon e thr ee Ep id ura l N erv e 
Blocks with no su ccess in re li evin g 
the pain. H e is also having some 
" old er men " probl ems. Rud y 
b lames th e prob lems he is hav ing 
on th e fact that he did a lot of 
horseback riding in his younger 
years. He vows that in hi s nex t li fe 
he will not get near a ho rse . 

Rudy will soon have ano the r 
visitor from the old coun lry. This 
time it will be the daughl er of a 
friend he has not seen in ()() years . 
Shou ld be an interes ti ng ge t to­
gether. His boyhood friend inc i­
denta Il y fought for Ill(' Cerma n 
Army in W.W.II. 

I rece ived an L-Ill eli l from Jerry 
Fine. He wro te Ih,l l 11(' wo uld be 

22 

,1 1l 1'l lIllllg the M elbourne I\('u nion. 
J"II Y has been living in I lorida 

sill ( 1, 1 ' )1\8 and enjoys every minute 
o f it. li e pl ays go lf 3 times ,I week, 
sp(, lIds tim e on the com puter ,md is 
a tive in po l it ics, He tea ches slreet 
E n g l i ~ h to two w omen from Ven­
ezU( ' I,1 and is mento r for a 13-y(',lr­
o ld h()y. He l ike all of us has had hi s 
sh ar(' o f health prob lems. 

John Flynn has (I new b race fo r 
his leg, Ihe third one JI last cou nl. 
He said Ihe brace is mu ch better 
but hi s ball et tea her lo ld him he 
has a long w ay to go . John and Bell s 
of co u rse are go in g to be i n 
M elbourne, but John is worr ied th JI 
he may have to I(l ke h is pants off at 
the ai rpo rt and everyo ne around 
h im wil l get the shock of their life. 
If somethi ng is so ti ny that it ca n' t 
be seen, how w i II th at shock any­
one? (Ju st kidding John) 

If you a II remember, I sent you 
some info rm ali on about the French 
Consul ate JWJ rding Cert if icates to 
all veterans w ho helped li berate 
France . 

In the case of John Balas, he 
received a letter from the Consu­
late inviting him to attend an (lwJrds 
ce remony in Daly Plaza in dow n­
town Chi cago. Hea long w il h (lbout 
500 Veterans att ended Ih e ce r­
emo ny and after speeches by th e 
French Consul ar and M ayor D aly, 
he rece ived hi s ce rti f ica te. After 
th e awa rds an Honor Guard posted 
the Co lo rs and some French school 
ch i Id ren made short remarks. It 
sounds li ke it w as a very n ice affair 
b u t a ca r that c rash ed in to a 
c rowded restaurant injurin g 6 
peop le d isrupted it. Fortunately the 
car hit some scaffoldin g before it 
crashed into th e restaurant so th e 
injury li st was not as large as it 
coul el hJve been. 

I ('m o in e Vaughn wrote at 

Christmas Ih,11 il , ' oIlld III ~ IJdyfri enci 
w 0 u I d n 0 I I )I • d I I I ' II d in g t h (' 
M elbo urn 'i<eu ll ll1l1 We w ill cer 
tain ly mi ss 1(' 11 1111111 ' ,11 1( 1 Zoo . 

The 2 h ll ~y HI'I "' , 11111 ,Ind Bi lli e 
Krehbiel df"( '~ l i ll .1III . H ill ,md Bi lli (' 
became Ih l' p l oud j\1.l nclparents of 
a new b'lhy gr,1I1cld ,llI ghl erVi cto ri ,1 
Grace, horn o n Mell ch 30th, bU I 
Bi l l losl hi s bro th er I ('ray on Ap ri l 
6th . 

Bi ll ~ t.l ys busy attending h i ~ 
ga rd en 01 potatoes, radis hes, C,1I" 

rots, ok r'l , ( o l lards, musta rd be('h , 
tom a t oe~ ,lIIe1 peppers . Bi l l ie ha s 
him tr i ll ll 11 111 g Ihe hedge every 2 
w eeks ,Ind 111 0w ing th e lawn at 
leasl Iw i( (' .1 w('(' k . 

13illi (' ,111 ('IHI(' eI ,111 all girls o f 
th e f'll1 li ly I (' I(' IHel l ion fo r Sa pphire 
wh o gi oldil ol ll'd 11 0m I l igh Schoo l. 
Th ey ~ t.l y l'd ,Ii 11 )(' I yo ns V ic tori an 
Ma n ~ i () 11 ,11 1< 1 W( 'I(' Irea ted rOYcl l ly 
in V ic l( lI i,lIl ~ I y l (' . 

Il il l l (' W lil (' ~ th at bo th M(, 

"a l ive" .1 IHI do in g fa ir ly we l l . -llw y 
a rc ,1 n x i 0 1I ~ I y aw a i t in g I 11(' 
M elbourne I\(' un ion. 

I rece ive Ill any E-ma il s from 
Helene So loni nka but no inforlll ,l ­
tion that I ca n I'eport to you. I h,lV(, 
not heard oth erwise so I suppose 
they are as w ell as ca n 1)(' ex­
pected . 

I promi sed Betts Flyn ll Ih ,11 if I 
ever had a procedu re ,l ~ ~ h l' clid 
and whi ch appea red in ,I ("o ll l pJny 
L report, th at I w ould Ill dk(' Illine 
publi c also. I hac! ,1 CCl I() I1 ()scoPY, 
two Barium Enem i(',> ,IIHI ,I n Endo­
scopy and Ik l h W.l '> ri ghI, the 
prepa ra li on i ~ I ()() I i 1 1l( '~ w orse the 
p rocedure . A ~ d 11 ''> 1111 , I rece ived a 
c lea n bill o f hl ', IIII 1. /\fler J lo t o f 
prodd ing IICl IIl J() iln I lynn, I w ent 
10 Ih(' VA ,d)()1I1 Ill y hc1 ck and leg 
prob l c ' I1I ~ . II II' I )()( lor I saw th ere 
lo lell1 \(' 11 1I 'y II .1d .I procedure th aI 
k ill ed II I(' ~ (' I hory nerves in th e 

11,11 I , \\ 11 11 II k(,pl th e p,l in from 
11" 11 1): 11 .1/1~ 1I 1 ill e d to th e b l·ain. I 
11,11 1,111 .1l'l'o intment schedu led for 
ApI II I I cI ,I ncl it was can ce led w i th 
111' (" I'I ,l nation. I've ca ll ed and 
WIIII (' II I: -mail s to th e PM person -
111 ,1 hu l have gotten no response. 
M c1I'i cl has been my p i li ar of strength 
Ihrough all of t h is. She is a great 
lady. 

O n a sad note, I am so rry to 
report th at Chris tin e Cooper, w ife 
o f W alter passed away on October 
21s1 200 1 after a lon g illness. I 
know yo u jo in me in exp ress ing 
our deepes l sympalhy to Wa lte r 
and hi s fami ly o n Ih is great loss . 
You w ill be ab le to o ffer you sym­
pathy to W allel' at th e M elbourn e 
Re uni on whi ch he w ill attend . 

Looki ng forward to a great re­
un ion in M elbo urne. I since rely 
hope all of you reading th is w ill be 
there. 

Ha nk Eino lf. 

Co F 318 Post 46 

As th is is wr itten, we J re pre­
paring to allend Ihe Company F 
reunion in New PorI Rickey, Flor ida. 
At last cou nl Ihere JPpeared to be 
in excess o f 30 Jllending, incl ud­
ing sons, da ughlers, and grandsons 
of the men w ho fought in WWII . 
Pa ul Fate and hi s w ife, Kathryn, 
hJve set out a prog rJIll o f interest­
ing events and tours, end ing w ith a 
IJdnquet on Satu rd JY, April 6th . 
Necessa ry deadlin es prevent us 
from coverin g more on thi s get- to­
ge lher, but we ' ll have a complete 
d('scr iption in th e next iss ue. 

Bob FasnachC Secretary 
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Post #32 

THIS WAS A WRITE UP IN 
THE READING EAGLE. 

WIII' I\II I'.1 ,I() Barone of Pottsvi li e and 
hUll1 Ii 1'1 I" () Io thers, parted w LlYs w ith 
111(' 11",1 1)1 the divis ion during its 
bl () () iI I( ', I engagement of the wa r, 
th(' ( I() ,,~ in g of the Mose ll e River. 

"We wound up on the wrong side 
of II H' I iver, surrounded by Germans," 
Phil ' .IY' . "We'd fall en into a trap. 

When the loca l guys from the Wh i le the rest of the divi sion 
80th Division Veterans Assoc iation held 11 1<' luxembourg br idges during 
gettogetherto swap w ar stori es, Phil the 1{, lIll (' of the Bulge and spea r-
Pi ergrossi, 81 of Hyde Park, the com- headed Il l(' head long advance o f 
mander of the associations Greater Gen. C('orge Patton 's Third Army, 
Reading Post 32, shrugs his shoul- Phil SIX' lll months li v ing in freighl 
ders as often as not and passes the ca rs in (,( 'I man ra i Iyards. 
buck to someone else. " I wou ldn't "Thc Americans bombed us by 
know anything about that" he says . day andlhe Brits by night," he says. 
" I wasn't there." "The Germ Li ns were using us as hu -

Nol lh Ll I Phil missed ou l 0 11 Ill(' man shields." 
W(1r. lie was one of th ose dr,lfl('d in Though Phil wasn't there when 
Ill(' summcr o f 1942 and ass iglH'd 10 lhe divi sion liberated Buchenwald 
Ihe BOth 1 ~ l u (' Ridge I i vi ~ i()l1 . Ill(' and Eben,,{'e concentration camps, 
divi sio ll \ ~ hould (' r l)'ll ('h dq l i( Is an experi (' nce Lou and the rest sti ll 
threc moulll.lill ~ ill IJdlJy Illll( '. have troub le lalking about he has an 

"Mo~ 1 of u" (dl1l('I'()1l1 jll '> llh ree idea of Wh dl Ihey fe lt. 
states, PI\, VA dlHI WV, li o ll1llw 1 ~ lu e Th e Al11cri ca n POW's were put 
Ridge M OLIIlI.lim" .... Iy ... 10 1'll1('r IJNC to work rep,liring bomb ing damage 
Lou Shirey, no 1~('< ldill g. So many to rail lines, c1 n so w ere gangs from 
came from Berks thJ t Grea ter Read- concentrali on cLi mps wearing go ld 
ing post was formed, and held na- stars on th eir sleeves. 
tional reunions in Read ing. "They kepi us separated, hul we 

The 80th landed on Oma ha cou ld see they were mu h worsc o ff 
Beach a month after D-day and im- th an we w ere," Phi I S .l y~. "0 'ca-
mediatelyjoinedtheviciousfighting sionally, w e'd be c lose enough to 
throughthehedgerowsofNormandy. throw c igarettes 10 lhem, bUI the 
It was thrown into the Argentian- guards didn't like it. If lhey caught 
Falai sle Gap, completing the en- you, they gave a rif le butt in the 
circlement and subsequent surren- back ." 
der of the German Seventh Army. Much of what's left of the war is 

Phi l wound up w ith a motor- numbers, much fixed in time, some 
cycl e and sidecar to hau I supp l ies for st i II subject to change. 
hismortarbattery,butfie ldlelephone The 15,000 man 80th division 
operator W arren M arch, 8 1, of suffered 17,087 casua lties in war, 
Birdsboro inher ited a r ,l ll rcclsure, a including 3500 KIA. 
small easily portabl e, highl y capable The passing of time is the culprit 
German switchboard, which was now. The 50 loca l veterans who 
everything the Ameri( .111 unit he'd founded the Post are now down to 
been using wasn' t . 17, nol including and widows in the 

On Sept. 15, I () 4 11 , IJhil , along auxili (lry, and most are in their 80s. 
24 

The XII Corps 
Left and Center Advance on 

Sarreguemines 

O N 1 DECEMB ER 1944 A NI W O PERATIONAL DIRECTIVE 

ALERTED THE 80 III AND 35 TH INFANTRY 

Di v isions and the 6th Arm ored 
Divi sion for (In attack on 4 D C(" (,I11 -

ber inlend('d In ca rry th e corps IeI'I 
and ('eili v i ill ,) li m iled straighlcn­
ing o f Il l(' lilH'. riw 35 th Infantry 
Divi sioll , IIH'()I'('li cil ll y lhe co rps 
rese rv(, ilill .It 11I ,lIl y w ith some el­
emCllh ill Ill! ' lil 1(', re li eved C('I3, 
61h Arrllol( 'd I ) i v i ~ i o n, in fronl o f 
PUI\('I .lllg(· () Il Ih (' n ight of 3-4 1) (' 

ceml )e l . Ill! ' iJ lh Armored Divi ~ i o ll , 

in turll , look ()ve r a portion of Il l(' 
80th Div isio l1 main line of re" i" 
tance. Here, 0 11 th e left , XII Corp ... 
units al ready had broken I h rough 
the main part of th e Magino l I ill e. 
The general Third A rmy pl (1I1 pro­
v ided for a limited advan ce hy Ihe 
80th Division, using one )'( 'g il1l cn­
ta l combat team, to gain Ill(' (om­
manding ground alon g " ide Ihe 
Sarre northeast of Fa rl>erw i II VI. I he 
6th Armored Div isioll W.l " 10 drive 
toward SarregU(·llli,W ... , IlH"lnw hile 
extending ih Idl fl.lllk ~o as to 
pinch ou l Ih(' /lO lh I ) i v i ~ i on , se ize 
th e hi gh grou lHI illl"( ' ( .ldenbronn 
area, and ( 1( ' .11 II I( ' w(· ... 1 bank of th e 
Sarre. 11 1< ' 1')1 11 Di v ision, on the 
r ighl of li lt , (il il AIIl1or('cI , was ea r­
marked 10 ( oIIIIIlU( ' lhv drive along­
side ()i ll l<' ,/( >111 I )ivi ~ i o n and th e 

25 

41h ArnlOrcei Di v ision once the left 
,1nel cenler o f Ih (' 'o rps had been 
brought up 10 o r c ross lhe Sarre 
River. 

The Germ an Iroop fac ing th e 
XII Corps were in poor condition to 
sustain an attack and were greatly 
outweighed in numbers and mate­
rial. On the rightwingofthe XIII SS 
Corps the 36th VG Division-bad ly 
mauled but sti ll reckoned a good 
division -h ad pulled back to th e 
north east. It was now stationed in 
Ih e W arndt Forest area facing th e 
') Ih Infantry Division and the Ameri ­
("<I n ca valry deta chments sc reen­
ing the gap between the XX and XII 
Corps. O pposile th e 80th Division 
and th e 61h Arm ored, along a front 
from th e Rosse ll e River to a point 
just south of Pull e lange, the 17th 
SS Pan zer GrenJdi er Divi sion was 
dep loyed. Thi s divi sion had been 
in almost continuou s action since 
June 1944, and w as about worn 
out. Numerous changes in com­
mand at all echelon s and th e con­
sl(lIlt adm ixture of untra i ned troops 
.lnel u nwi II i ng Vo l ksdeutsche from 
I ,l ~ l e rn Europe had robbed the di-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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vision of its character as an elite 
reputation. O n 4 December the 
d iv ision had a rat ion strength of 
4000, of which on ly 1,700 were 
classed as infantry effective. South 
of Puttelange th e 111h Panzer Divi­
sion was sti II in th e line, a lthough 
numerous and peremptory orde rs 
had come down from OKW to send 
the division north to the Aachen 
area. Very heavy fighting had re­
duced the division to some 3,500 
officers and men, but o nly 800 of 
these were armored infantry. De­
sp ite this weakness the 11th Panzer 
D i v i sio n remained on the 
W ehrmacht li st of "attack" clivi ­
sion s. 

l ust before daylight on !J Ik ­
(' ('m lwr Ill(' ~ Sth D ivi sion 1('(1 off in 
lil e th ree divi sion ,1 tI Clck. All .1I'ti l­
lery PI"(' jl ,Hd li oll hdcl dellied ill 01"­

der to g.1il1 1.1< l i(.11 ~ l lljll i ~ (' , dl1d 
lhi s elc('i~i()11 p.lid (III divicicilds. 

317"1
/ 3181h /3191h 

HISTORIES 
$20EA 

Operational History - $30 EA. 
- POSTAGE PAID -

Robert T. Murrell 
630 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Oakmont, PA 15139-1574 

0 11 11 11 ' Id l the 134th In fantry 
cro ~'oI ' li Ihl' Maderbach in assault 
bO.II " , (' lI t irc led Puttelange, and 
w ~ n ' III possess ion of the c ity be­
fore Ill(' 17th SS outposts could 
of rei" ,l ilY res istance . The Germ an 
infantry were found sleeping in th eir 
foxh o l ('~ Cl nd bi lIets; the whole busi ­
ness W,I ~ concl uded so quick ly and 
qui etl y that the regiment lost on ly 
one m,lIl . O n the right the 320 th 
Infantry h,ld a stroke of bad lu ck 
when th e .Hlvance guard ran into Cl 
co lumn of German infantry mov­
ing up to re li eve their outposts on 
the easl bank of th e Maderbach. 
Meanwhil e the 2nd Batta li on had 
c rossed near Remer ing-I es ­
Putter lange and started east along 
the ma in road . At the fi rst cross­
roads th e batta li on encountered a 
large patch of barbed wire entangle­
ments. Whil e the column was 
halted th e slw lli ng brought down a 

NEW BOOK 

liThe Stories of the Men of the 80thll 

$25 includes the postage 
Send your check payable to 

Robert T. Murrell 
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terrifi c she ll ill): , 1llllllfll)iliz ing the' 
battalion fOI ~ 1 ·v l · I.1I IH>lIrs. Whil( ' 
the ri g hl Wil l); .I11 v.lnce Wei'. 
checked, tl w 1'01 111 )l v I ~ ioll l dt SU( 

ceed in dri vi ll g ,I c!( 'I 'jl " ,llielll in 111<' 
German lilli ", ('.1',1 III l 'lI li er langl ' 
and GCIl<'I.1I1 c!d y ()I ti( 'I"('d C<' IlC'r.1I 
Baad to (Oll liIHI (' Ihe .1tl ack I() 
ward th l' ~.I . lr, suppOl"ling the (1111 
Divi sioll III lelking over its mi s~ ilill 

if so r('( jll i I ('( I. 
The ()Ih Armored D ivi sio ll .111 11 

the BOlh 11 11.lll l ry D iv ision 1)('g.111 
th eil" ,111.11 k w (·11 dfler daylighll)11 ,I 
DeCl' l1tf )(, I, All il1lt'!l';(, fire fr() ll1llw 
corp~ .l llill ( ' l y, w hit h 1,IS lceI .111 hOll r 
and eighl 1l1111l11 ('" ,lIld 111,1 sle<l lil e 
Gernl.lll " 1)11 1 ()i llwir forwelrd Jl()~i 
tic)I1 ", jlll'( (·d(·d il . (()Il lil ('!J I k 
C(, I11I )(' 1 1111 '1(' W.l~ l) , DO r () lIlld ~ 

fire 'd ,) ()II 11 1<' ('XII'('llle lefl of 11)(' 
corp" II II' II() III D ivi sion pul II I(' 
'1111 111 111I ,llil1 Y (reinforced by .I 
(,O ll1P.1ll y 11 0111 Ill(' 702 Tank H.III.II 
ion clnel.1 (01l1p.lny from th e () I 0111 
Tank Deslroycl" Batta li on) illio .1 
limited-obj ective attack and 1001 
Faresbervi lI er, wh ich had 1)('('11 ~o 
tough an obstacle, for th o cii v i,ion 
a few days earlier. Th en 111<' regi ­
ment drove the Germdl'" off the 
hill s to the northeast, rolll1<lillg up 
327 prisoners du ri ng t 11<' e I.ly. Sou l h 
of the 318th Infanlry, C(,A of Ihe 
6th Armored Divi sioll il1.1l1 gllr.ltcd 
an attack with c!i , I1ICIIIIII ('d il1(.1l1lry 
and supporlin )', 1.111" pl.IIO()n S 10 
take th e hi gh glotilICI il1lh(' vic inil y 
of Mont ell' ( ,HI( 'III )I() III1. I he com­
baL C0 111111,111C1 III.ICI(, il " .lelva ncc 
along IWI> ('01 ', 1 W( '~ 1 ridges lines, 
eas il y I('dlll 11 1): 11)( ' vi ll .1ges in th e 
v.llI (' y Wi lli ,1I1 1i1 ('I Y .111e! lank guns 
fil'illg I1 11 111 iI \!' IIC ' iglll s Since th e 
\ 111 111 1111 .11111 Y 11 <1 <1 halted afler 
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I, ',I! 11 111 ); II'. I> llj cc tive, CCA was 
I'll, "d II I ,JlI.l ( k with its north flank 
1111111 ' ,III I (}ward the end of the day 
"III ' I 11 II ~ lank columns, which 
111I1li lll )\ 10 encircle Cadenbroon 
11 (1111 Ill(' nOl"th, came under flank­
III ); lire from th e German 88's 10-
( .ll ed beyon d the range of th e 
A l1l erican tank guns and lost eight 
l,lnks. 

The second day of the X II Corps 
,ltlack lowa rcl the Sarre was carried 
hy lil (' ()I il Armo red Division and 
111(' \ Slil I) iv ision aga in st little re­
<, isl" n ·c . The remaining enemy in­
fantry hurri ed ly crossed behind the 
Saa re, and Lh c Germa ns batteries 
d isplaced to sa fer positions. By mid­
afte rnoon CCA patrols were on the 
b luffs overlooking the river north 
of Sarreguem i nes and the command 
had its guns ranging in on 
Grosb liederstroff. In the meantime 
Ihe 2d Cavalry Group had moved 
frowa rd along the north bank of the 
I\()ssell River, where it had been 
~ ('out in g on the left flank of the 
(orps. Du rin g the day a cava lry 
jlel lro l passed the German frontier 
IlCdl' 51. Ni co las, one of Ihe first, if 
110t th e firsl , incurs ions by th c XII 
Corps on I he soi I of th e Th i rd Reich. 
Subseq uen tl y Ill<' cava lry crossed 
Ihc Rossell River n(' ,n th e village of 
Rosbruck and sldr lcd casl lo cover 
CCNs open fj ,l llks. 

In the 35 th I ivi sion zone all 
h,lltalions of th e 134 1h and 320th 
Ill fa ntry Reg iments put patrols along 
Ill(' west bank of th e Sarre before 
<I .nk . The 2 nd Batta I ion of the 1 34 th 
III fa ntry reached th e southeastern 

('ONT1NUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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outskirts of Sarreguemines and 
there began a five-day battle for 
contro l of the city. Sarreguemines, 
an industrial center with a prewar 
population of around 15,000, oc­
cupied a commandin g site at the 
confluence of the Sarre and Blies 
Rivers-both of whi ch had to be 

I.lil lllllll Ihe 134th Infantry, which 
hdci .llllved in the outskirts of 
S,l ll l 'gll('mi nes the prev ious 
eVl' ll ing. Li ght tanks th en were 
brougilt in from CCA to support 
inf,llliry in the fight to cl ea r the 
w es lc'l'n sector of the city. By mid ­
aftern oon of 6th December the 6th 

crossed duringthe north eastwardly Arm ored had completed the mi s-
advance by the XII Corp s. Th e Brit- sion ,b~ i gned by the XII Corps. Th e 
ish and American air fo rces had divi sion woul d now assume a de-
used the city as a target for some fen sive rol e, extending its zon e to 
months past because of its impor- the norlh and covering the north 
tance as a rail center, and as a flank of th e XII Corps between th e 
result the German garrison had 35th Divi sion on th e ri ght and th e 
sought to protect it by build ing XII Corps on the left. Th e slow ad-
numerous concrete sheltel·s. Th ese van ce in the autumn mud had cos t 
shelt ers and many substant ial fac- th e 6th Armored heavily in tanks 
lory bui lciings made th e c ity <l c\ emi - and men; battle and combat fa -
for tress for I !"Oops of th e 17 SS 11 0W tigue had reduced the armored in -
dct ing .l~ def(,nders. The ;\l1l<'ri - fantry in pa rti cular. The Lorraine 
c,ms' 1. 1 ~ k W,h Ill,Hie' Illor(' ('ven Campaign had given little opportu -
mOl"(' diffi c ull Ily til(' I"dc l Ih at nity for da shing tactics and rapid 
Sa rrl'quelll in t '~ i ~ ililiid on both movement th at had characterized 
sides of th e S,Jrr<'; Olll' lil e enemy the 6th Armored drive across Brit-
relin qu ished hi s ho ld west of the tany. But the d ivision had punched 
river he cou ld continue the fight and probed it s way to th e Sarrc 
from buildings in the eastern part under cond iti ons of terra in anci 
of the city, which is what it did . weather as d iffi cul t as Ihose ,lny 

CCA put a one-tank force into American armorcci ciivi sion in th e 
Sarrequemines on 6 December, al- European Th ea ter of 0 lwra li ons 
though as the result of erroneous would be call ed upon to endure. 
information. Colonel Haines, th e At the end o f 6 December the 
CCA commander, had been told 6th Armored and 35th Divisions 
that troops of the 35th Divi sion held th e western ban k of the Sarre 
were in possession of the town and in force from Grosbliederstroff to 
set off with his S-3, Lt. Co l. A.N . Wittring, a distance of about ten 
Ward, on a liaison trip . Insicie the miles. Late in the evening General 
town the single Ameri ca n I,mk re- Eddy ca nceled the orders for the 
ceived ovation from Ill(' I-rench 35th Division to cross the Sarre, 
members of the pOp~d .lti on, but pushing the date ahead until 8 
found no other Am eri c lI1 s. Haines D ecember when the 26th Division 
decided to wait unlilllH' infantry could bein positiontoattackalong-
came in from th e soulil . I vcntually side th e 35 th . South and east of 
he made contac t wililth!' 2nd Bat- Wittring the French had build one 
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of th e stroll l',,", 1 'd', lors of th e 
Maginot I illl ' . l il, ' '() Ih Divis ion 
was now in Pili' ''',', III t losing up 
this sec ti on 0 1 1111 ' M.lg inot Lin e, 
and th e XII ( (liP '" ()llln l,lnder en­
visaged .1 «) II ldill.tl ed " !lack ing 
which 111<' \') III.lIHI 2blh D ivis ions 
wou ld ( 1.11" lil t' Iwo w ings of th e 
Germall pmilio ll , Ihe one breach­
ing th e lil li ' Oil Ihe Sarre which th e 
oth er c!IIIV(' I il rough the Magi no l 
Lin e. 

O n I 1), '( ('mber the XII Corps 
regrOL'Il('cI Ip i 111l ' next phase o f Ihe 
adv.lI l( (' 10 III( ' IH 1I"Ih ('as t. Th e 35 1h 
and ;J(, llli ) iv i" ioll,lll ,lck ingabreas l 
w ould 111.1"" Il l(' m,lin effo rt. Th e 
obj t'( I W. I" 10 Ilring Ihe XII Co rps 
inlO pmlli()II " fl()m w hi ch a fin al 
as~, lldl w() lddl l<' l,lUnched to pen­
el r,ll(' 1111 ' , ' I l il)n of the Germa n 
W e<.,[ W. til ex te nding fr om 
S(I,III' IU('( "('II 10 Zw eibru ecken. 
TIll' (,Iil AIIII( )IT d D ivision had lhe 
2nd ClV,llry Croup relieved Ihe 
80th Divi sion, which moved bclck 
to rest areas drou nd S1. Avo id . 
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l 'A IIl ADVERTI SEM ENT-

MILITARY 
SERVICE 
PLAQUE 

."" '''''''\'''' " .. ,-,.. < •• ,."'" 
t <,.~ " t , •• , .. , t ·· ·· ~ 

Marvelous Military 
Memorabilia! 

Your complete "SERVICE RECORD" 
di splayed as a handsome plaque. 
Your name, rank, serial number; years 
of se rvi ce; and ali units served in are 
printed on 81f2 x 11" gold parchment 
sheet and sea led inside 1 0 x 121h" 
hardwood sh adow-box case. We 
furnish and install a beautiful 
"branch of service" emblem and a 
comp lete set of your ribbons and 
devices (battl e stars, etc.) Miniature 
unit patches and NCO chevrons; full ­
size combat badges, wings, officer 
rank ins ignia ca n be added . (We do 
not install medals on the plaques .) 
Average cost is $50. Send post card 
wilh name, address, and branch of 
serv ice for details. 

MILIBOOKS - Dept. A 
10410 Donoho Place 
St. Louis, MO 63131 
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za(_)All of the past National & Honor:lI y Commanders are 
looking forward to seeing you at the X3 't Annual Reunion 

August 14th - 18th, 2002 
Hilton Melbourne Airport, Melbourne, Florida 

Eric Relienger, Chairman 

Brett Post No.3 
Pittsburgh 

Bruno Inselmini, Commander 
322 Carolyn Avenue 

Latrobe, PA 15650-101 2 

Melvin Beers, 
Secretary IT reasu rer 

Greater Reading Post No. 32 
Phil W. Pi er"nlss i, CO lllmander 

PNC LOll Shirey, Sec 't/Treas. 
1415 Lorraine Road 

Reading, PA 19604-1861 
Phone: 610-478-9034 

Breakfast Meetings 9 a.m. 
Crystal springs Restaurant 

3rd Sa turday of March, June & Sept. 

CINCINNATI 
POST #34 
Floyd Warner 
Commande.' 

Art Rehling, Treasurer 
4656 McNeil Ave., Cincinnati 0 11 <1 )2 12-254 1 

(5 13) 63 1-00:11 

David C, Orr, Post Rep, 
83 t Phillips 51. Grayv il k . II . (m:44- 1711 
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3rd BN., 317th INF. 
POST #36 

Robert W. Smith 
Commander 

Robert N. N athason 
Secretary / Treasurer 

LANE-HALL 
POST #42 

Director : Domini ck Abbru zzese 
Director: Charl es Noxon 

Jim Ph illips, Secretary / TI'C ,l ~ lIrl'r 

420 South 11 ,1nOV( 'r SI . 
Eli zabethtown, PA 17022 2 ') 111 

(717) 3 67- S0<)LI 

305th 
Engineer Battalion 

Post No. 40 
Russell P. Sick, Commander 

3 131 Pleasant Avenue 
Hamilton, OH 45015-1740 

Byron Dovenbarger, Secretary 
3755 Meadowbrook Drive 

Zanesville, OH 43701-1121 

2002 I)UES NOW PAYABLE 
MEMBEI{SHIP APPLICATION 

80th Divisioll Vt'ferans Association 
630 Penll s IV; tllia!\ VC ., Oakmont, PA 151 39-1574 

o Nt'w Member o Renewal 

Desiril/g /(/ I/ II/ il/win liaison alld cOlI/radeship with the men of the Blue Ridge 
Divisiol/ (/1/(1 to rece ive the qllarlerly Blue Ridge Service Magazine, I desire 
to ell roll (/ 1 /I II/I'll/her. Enclosed $10.00 dues for one year. 

N AM I' _ _ _ _ _______ UNIT : ___ ___ _ 

AD I)I{ I ·. SS 

erry I S·t·ATI ·: I / .11' + FOUR : _______ _______ _ _ _ _ 

PII ONI·. 

E· M A II A llI ) I{"SS: _ _____ ______________ _ 

fl l l"' l' Neil/ iI/ali ce Payable /0: 80th Division Veterans Association. 

NATIONAL LADIES AUXILIARY 
2001-2002 

Rita Kutsch, President 

Ida Reilinger, 1 st Vice President 
Cindy McGraw, Secretary - Helen Beers, Treasurer 

Kay Rajnicek, Ch aplain - Rita Kutsch , Historian 
Doris Murre ll , Sgt. at Arms - Helen West , Sgt. at Arms 

Company "H" 
319th Inf. POST #33 

Genlhl C. Ohlman, 
( 'cunmander 

In Robinson, 
Secretary 

31 

FLORIDA 
POST #47 

Archie Howell (A-31 5) 
Commander 

Francis Rajnicek 
Secretary 

215 Bill Allen Circle, W 
Sabastian, FL 32958 


