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Eô.=
o-C
o 

!t)
ccG

9E
€aE

o
-UE

o
oo
o> oo)(s
L

()v)(n(aq)LcE€)

3e
rc=

o f p;:
. 

=
:LU

rC
i0)

F
LU

-=
I 

i'F
 

!-,

uj!oE
E

dc
oO

!.P*.Q
F

c)
oo_a
!u)
.9<
Pou)
oc
=

(t'
=

o)
o- 

iJ)

o
L

.9o
E

 'c)
o:=o_co@

o-.
^UN

dtat-o)c'=na

. 
-O

_ 
C

ll 
E

oo
rr 

r 
O

)

E
J +

>
<

.2 
d.l

'A
P

U
)

@N
oc9
.g-
N

C
)

(go
o)c
(!!:
>

2oor
'=

 co
oo
aEo=
-co
F

>

pslsonbed eJr^res sserppv

V
 L9I-6E

I9I V
d .JN

O
IA

tr)V
O

A
N

N
E

IA
V

 V
IN

V
,\'IA

 S
N

N
E

Id 
O

 E
9

eurzB
8etr l aJrA

Jes aql
uolslal( ql08 aE

plu anlfl

9Z
ie 0N

 Ilt/luld
V

d H
E

U
N

B
S

IIId

olvd
revlsod sn

'E
U

O
 IJO

U
d-N

O
N

The Service Magazine 
Volume 81, Number 328 

Spring - 2001 
Issue 1 

r 

Official Publication of the 

80th Division Veterans Association, Inc. 
A. E. F. 

Artois-Picardy 
St. Mihiel 

Meuse-Argonne 

Featured in this issue: 

E. T. O. 
Northern France 

Ardennes 
Rhineland 

Central Europe 

Commander's Report ....................................................... Page 3 
McBride Scholarship Fund ........................................................ 3 
Secretary's Report .................. ................... ..... ............................ 4 
New Members ... ... ....... ......... .... .... ................ ... ..... ..... ............. ...... 4 
Life Plus Club ...................................................................... ........ 5 
Mail Bag ........................................................................... ... ..... ... .. 6 
Taps ..................... .... .. ............ ........................ ... .. ... .................... .... 8 
Thank You America .................................................................... 9 
Nominating Committee .. ............................................ .. .... .. ........ 9 
Memories From Tennessee .. .. ................................... .. ............ 10 
Help ............................... ............ ............... .. ..... .. ............ .. ............ 12 
We Only Move Forward ............................ .... ............................ 13 
In Memory of Michael Damkowitch .................. .. .. ...... ........... 14 
Memories of Mousson Hill .. .. .................... .. ............................. 15 
From Out of the Past .................................... .. .. .. .. ..... .. .. ........ .. . 16 
Post News ....... .. ......... .... ......... ........ ................................ ... ... 21-29 

Deadline for the next issue is June 1 2001 



O
N

!o!-

C.;.0C
)

Qcc-)
o_

\n

o[-

t4a()L
<

rd
a=

q)
O

2.!Z
F

,v+
;,,

ll=
.-=

;.lz- 
?_

l+
l 

9F
..Q

,J--
Ld)=

+
+

-Jr-t.
.:8.=

t-=
-=

i:; 
cE

'E
 

)'E
 

'o-
F

::e'=
;g: 

F
; 

e
e 

F
 

6 
6;: 

<
l 

i
rrc-ilJ?;actrutr
vl::-?-:.')t

C
,u^=

C
!;.-E

V
.a=

.^t-c.i=
i=

 
iu=

b
f q I v?_=

;4 
bE

 pa
-6'7,=

J=
=

.=
 

-a? 
=

-t
r-_:-:_---,t7-t
.\J-j.>

uL:um
-

._.--L-!
'f 

=
,:_.r 

O
 

- 
^_! 

- 
^.:

i 
? 2l: 

=
 =

Y
 

2 v"" z
!!--*v!/
T

7 
=

2 
=

67. 
=

 
-=

62

=
 1i€E

 3 
I 9 i b=

 !a 
i t.: 

v.=
.+

.i i 
=

 E
ztil.t 

_ =
=

1-':-'j,;.3:=
E

 
- =

-- =
.:D

Z
aY

>
 5i3=

:f 
! 

A
";F

=
E

=
J-z

ioi.r-F
o 

.=
;tl--:?i 

Lio1"1=
r 

-!?:

*z cil '.,;i2!47 .=
iil'7t ii=

-.,aU
2aJ:-^':;p.:\-r=

tJ--a
:-uj::Z

--"*A
a=

=
=

 =
=

 ,, 
5 =

 c-=
 :, =

=
 =

=
' 

=
 =

 =
 7=

 =
i;

'.-.';?9 
'=

=
=

i: 
>

:=
azs=

az 
t3.=

- 
=

.- 
- 

*: -. 
=

 
a 

. 
').=

: 
=

-c 
=

 
" 

t 
-.- 

'';. 
;-

-=
:+

l 
i =

.-2i 
=

=
=

 =
; Z

Z
 =

j. 
?;Z

 ,
a;: 

l:z 
6 =

 2 *aicr.1:'i- 
a i 

=
 i 

u ?,E
=

 - _ -.- 
''. t :- 

=
 ! 

:L =
 _ =

 r.=
 I f; i 

=
 2

i:=
>

3=
- 

j,*t,=
a !;; 

y?=
7--,:,;t!

(a) =
 

>
 

- 
| 

o 
9 

o 
o 

:'<
 

-c 
a 

o @
 rr 

?'I 
-.j 

c 
-.=

 
o

=
E

E
 rE

n;i€ s:r ; 
=

 E
i=

E
=

:: :

5^
i-r 

rr

-,a-) 
-'ix

u :': 
U

 *-r,
-.r 

I 
lri

q 
h 

tt+
! 

L 
ilrY

 
L 

!:v
c! 

u 
-'X

 
d 

a 
I 

z
O

O
-=

O
-i:-j

>
c!-?.=

 >
>

; 
*

^c,"lI 
n"*.-:iT

>
- 

- 
'-

=
7 

- 
.J 

-

a' 
rE

 
:J 

O
L

2. 
=

e 
-; 

I
i

\a)Q
I

\\sUJaLa)
l.li\)e\s\)F

)
i\G

T
\\oU

T
 

C
/:f 

co t- t-- <
 

C
, r

-, 
{r,-,-r,*r,r,

,r\l
Z

__J.s\r->
_X

lv
-.^ 

----vJ-,-v
v):+

=
a!-tC

'art.!7
'rr.ir-7=

:;U
t!--uL!un2
:!!,<

-u''lA
.\-

!N
- 

! 
--- 

U
 

a,=

>
w

.^1: 
tr'v4 

!: 
c>

-.:u53;;s,p,
*s.,1 

i- 
x 

>
v 

!
- 

! 
- 

\ 
L 

.- 
, 

: 
o

;:-:_;;l 
oH

 
; 

c'
Y

 
. 

Jq.Y
 

L 
:'-

!N
 

- 
::rrt 

: 
c 

:: 
: 

:
F

(nrli:- 
:di 

: 
:

.-v.: 
! 

: 
-; 

: 
:

: 
| 

,J 
a 

'. 
:.1 

: 
:

ia, 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
:

t4 
: 

i 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

:

'.4 
'. 

| 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

:

:>
:::::::O

a 
d) 

:1 
. 

L 
.- 

- 
-

.-[:-:Y
"4q

.Y
a 

: X
 

:;r 
! 

li 
r";

F
r.l:<

 
: -J 

-;:;"=
.i

l€c€cU
9!i.'-+

--
i 

=
d.I 

",6d; 
-n

: 
.:",taa 

?o
:-q!>

5nea)-
e 

- 
iE

 
O

J_! 
! 

5
U

) 
l)-r\A

lli(rcrfu

PHHL'
rPNrP'E rPR

,

\m
)

-9
F

>
+

r
ffA

)
rP+

rF
-

---+E
N

rPtHL=
\J ~i&izian 

Veterans Association 
BLUE RIDGE 

The Service Magazine 
The official quarterly publication by the 80th Division Veterans Association . (Incor­
porated as a not-for-profit organization in the State of Pennsylvania). 

Secretary/Editor 
Robert T. Murrell 

630 Penna. Ave., Oakmont, PA 15139- 1574 
412-828-7651 e-m ail: divinf80@ao l. com 

All communications, including articles , photos , news items for publicali()ll , C Ii : IIl), l" 

of address , .duesremittances and death noticcs shou ld be addressed to th e Secrc l:lryl 
Editor. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 2000-2001 
National Commander 

Robert H. Burrows (Hq 317th) 
P.O. Box 453 , Broomfield, CO 80020-0453 (303) 466-58 1S 

Sr. Vice Commander 
PNC Clarence Brockman (Hq -317) 

334 Fannie Street , McDonald, PA 15027-1273 (724) 926-2044 
2nd Vice Commander 

Eric Reilinger (Hq 3rd Bn-317) 
3000 South A I A Hwy, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3421 

3rd Vice Commander 
Archer H. Futch (G-317) 

1252 Westbrook Place, Livermore, CA 94550-6430 (925) 447-4858 

Secretary/Editor .. ... ... .... .... .................... .. .. ..... .. ........ ........ .. Robert T. Murrell (M -3 IS) 
630 Pennsylvania Ave. , Oakmont, PA 15139-1574, (4 12) 828-7651 

Chaplain ..... .. ..... .. .... ............. ....... ........... ..... ... .... ....... .... ..... Col. John O. Woods (DHQ) 
Judge Advocate .... ... .... ... ................... ..... .. .. ..... ....... .... ... Richard A. Wilmer (Hq.-314) 
Historian ....... .... ....... ........ .... ..... ........... ... ...... ............ Edgar E. Bredbenner Jr. (B-318) 
Service Officer ... ... ..... ........... ... ... ... .... .. .. ..... ...... ........... .. ..... .... Felix J . Cistolo (G-317) 
Flag Sergeant .. .... ... .... ... ......... ..... ... ......... ... ... ..... ..... .... ...... Andrew B. Fere ns (M -317) 
Color Sergeant .......... .... ...... ...... ........ ........... ............ ..... Albert J. Cresson (C-315 FA) 
Sergeant-at-Arms ... ... .. ......... ............ ........ .. .......... .. ..... ...... .......... .. Don Davis (K-319) 
Publ ic Affairs Officer ............ ...... .. ....... . .... .... ... .... ....... George V. West (C-3 IS) 

TRUSTEES 
I Year; Robert W. Smith (K-317) 

2 Year; Felix Cistolo (G-317) 
3 Year; Robert N. Nathason (L-317) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
1 Year 

George V. West (G -3IS) 
Louis Cayer (80th SIG) 

Joe H. Hege, Jr. (80th RCN) 

2 

2 Years 
Melvin C. Beers (C-3 19) 

Walton W . Spangler (A-319) 
Robert J. Simpson (1-317) 

3 Years 
Gerald V. Myers (G -31 7 ) 
La verne J. Schock (F-3 17 ) 

Tom Pappas (F-3IS) 

Commander's Corner 

Spring has not sprung, but 
wish it would! We are looking 
forward to visiting the Florida 
Post March 10th with special 
emphasis on the good fellowship 
and sunshine! 
Have been in contact with the 
Brockman ' s and they seem to 
have a heads up on Hampton. 
(Brock has been thru the wringer 
previously, piece of cake !) I did 
not have much time to socialize 
last year but, will t ry to rectify 
same at Hampton. 

Bernd Schmidt, (Our guest 
at Greensboro) Weimar, Ger­
many will be awarded the high­
est civilian award issued by the 
US ARMY, EUROPE for his 
dedication of ensuring Histori­
cal accuracy of the WW II ac­
tion in the Weimar area and pro­
moting good will between our 
nations the first of March at 

3 

Heideiberg, Germany. Bernd 
should be commended for his 
unselfish efforts. Do not forget 
that just ten years ago he lived 
under Russian domination. The 
80th will not overlook his friend ­
ship to the Association. The best 
to Gerlinde his supporting Wife. 

The best of health and may 
the Lord bless each of us! 
Bob Burrows 
National Commander 

McBride 
Scholarship Fund 

One again, since there w as no 
takers of the offer Carl Henry, Hq 
305 Engineer Batta lion, made, if 
four others would make a dona­
tion of $500, he would match it, 
he has com e forward again to 
renew the offer. If nine (9) other 
wil l donate $200, he w ill sti ll do­
nate $500 to the McBride Fund. 
His new offer exp ires 1/1/02 . 
M ercer, Pau l L. 8-318 
Mu ller, Victor S. A-317 

Associate 
Spencer, Marvin Hq 31 7 
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Secretary's REPORT 

"E" MAIL: Divinf80@AOL.com 
I wish to thank all of you who sent 

me Christmas and New Year cards. I 
hope you understand I cannot begin 
to send cards to all of you . It was so 
thoughtful of you to do so. May I take 
this opportunity to wish all of you a 
Very Healthfu l New Year ... 

Once again, I must remind you 
of SENDING IN YOUR NEW AD­
DRESS when you move. With the 
postal rate up, it now is costing the 
Association extra money when the 
Post Office send it back. Then too, 
you are taking a chance of your 
Newsletter not arriving due to For­
warding Order Expired ... While on 
the subject of reminding you of your 
address, I must ask you to look at the 
last time you paid your dues on the 
front of the envelope. Some of you 

Welcome New 
Members 

Campbell, Charles F. B-318 Assoc 
Father-James Leo 
30 Grand Street 
New City, NY 10956-2436 

Ciszek, Henry J. A-314 FA Bn 
24551 San Marino Apt 202 
Flat Rock, MI 48134-9516 

D'Andrea, Henry 
c/o 32 Stella Drive 
Bridge Water, NJ 08807 

Galley, Walter 
303 Dresden Ave 
Akron, OH 44301 

Gioffredi, Alvino C. 
3926 Layman Ave 
Pica Revera, CA 90660 

Sv-318 

80th Sig 

F-318 

4 

are 3 or more years behind in you 
dues. The Executive Council voled 
to remove anyone's name from the 
roster if they are three or more years 
in arrears. I must have something 
from you to keep that from happen ­
ing. If it is a hardship case, write me 
and Life Plus will help you. Thank 
you!... Correction to last issue ... 
Benny Zabicki would like you In 
know he formerly lived in Manhdsscl 
Long Island, and not Brooklyn NY. .1 ~ 

reported in the last issue ... AT II N 
TION ALL POSTS-If you wi~h I() 
continue your Ad please rorw,lId 
you r check to the Sect. The y( ' .11 

2001 is now due ... Also to any illdl 
vidual who may wish to place ,11) Ad, 
contact you r Sect for the price. W(' 
are now taking all Ads ... 

Hall, Archie Unknown 80th 
2812 Northaven Ave 
Denton, TX 76210 
(Anyone knowing the Company 
or Battery, let the Editor know) 

Kelly, William P. F-318 Assoc 
son of Lt. Kelly, KIA 11/26/44 
83 Hamilton Drive Suite 102 
Novato, CA 
(415) 883-5388 

Ten Haven, Milton J. D-317 
4705 Dove Drive 
Zephyrhills, FL 33541-7180 

Wagschal, Petter 317 - Associate 
son of Rolf 
7453 Bruner Dr. 
Glenhaven, CA 95443-8404 

Webster, Ward, Dr. Friqnd, CN 319 
of Jesse Ward Deceased 
2103 Chapel Hill Road 
Decater, AL 35603 

Life Plus Club 1999-2000 

Life Members who contribute 
over and above the Life Member­
ship. There is no set amount, it's 
free will as of 1 March 2001, I may 
have omitted a name. I assure you 
it was not intentional . Please write 
me if I omitted your name, it will 
be corrected in the next issue of 
the Blue Ridge. I wish to thank 
each and everyone of you who 
contribute, by donating you are 
helping to promote the 80th Divi­
sion and help one who may be less 
fortunate than you or I. 

Gentlemen: While some of 
you have been faithful in sending 
in extra for the Life Plus Club, due 
to the shrinking membership (just 
fol low the "Taps" column) and 
close to 75% having taken Life 
Dues, I am asking those of you 
who haven't been a part of the 
Club in the past to consider mak­
ing a donation over and above 
your Life membership. 

Thank You! 

5 

Annon 1-318 
Annon 1-318 
Anon 1-318 
Anza ldo, Anothy K-318 
Bayruns, Frank Friend 
Becker, Myron C-318 
Bell, Wade E. B-319 
Boronyak, Anne in memory of her 
husband Emil 905 FA BN 
Bowman, Betty in memory of her 
husband, Henry 80th QM 
Cayer, Louis F. 80th Signal 
Grace Clayton in memory of her 
husband Donald K-318 
Cotten , C.j . ~318 

Cross, George F. L-317 
Fleming, Daniel K-317 
jarr, Arthur W B-905 FA BN 
Ki bbe, Rex L-317 
Kostenbader, All en A-305 Eng 
Martelli, Irene Mrs. In Memory of her 
Husband Martelli, Daniel E. 

C-319 
Pappas, George L-317 
In memory of his wife Emily 
Patesel, Mrs. julia in memory of 
her husband Edwa rd A-319 
Pfledderer, Robert CN-319 
Hyman, jean, in memory of her 
husband joseph, A-Battery 

314th FA Bn 
Richie, William R. M-318 
Shiffiette, William E. C-319 
Smith, Robert W. K-317 
Tagmeyer, Nathan L. B-318 
Turner, Zane L. H-317 
Woods, WT. Hq-314 FA Bn 
In memory of Robert O lsen 

Hq 314 FA Bn 
also in memory of my wife's uncle, 
Frank Dachtler SV-319 
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Mail Bag 

I have been asked to print the E­
mail address of- our members, if you 
don't find your name in this list, and 
you have an E-mail address and wish it 
listed, please E-mail that address to 

me. PLEASE SAVE THIS LIST and add to 

it as I update the list . Bob Murrell, 
Editor. 

Aladeen, Kenneth Hq 2nd Bn 318 -
Kaladeen@Prod igy.Net 

And erson, Da le W. E-317 -
can inehndln@aol .com 

Anoth ny, Lee S, Son WWI F-31 7 -
Isapa@ao l.com 

Barnes, Wyatt E. F-318 -
Barneswe@aol .com 

Baron, Judson R. AT-31 7 -
Jrbaron@mit.edu 

Barry, Gene N. Hq 3rd Bn -319 -
Genemary@hitter.net 

Bayruns, Frank Assoc ­
FJB29157@aol.com 

Becher, W illiam E. Hq Arty -
B becher@cybersurers .ne t 

Becker, Myron C-318 -
Mbkn@suncoast.quik .com 

Bobb, Dr. Richard J. 317 -Met Det -
Johnrbobb@aol .com 

Bugg, Robert W. M -317 -
Buggrw@aol. com 

Burrows, Robert H . Hq -3 17 -
Maberob@aol.com 

Conner, Robert B. G-318 -
Re5565@aol.com 

Coward, Cha rl es 1-318 -
Ccoward@Br id gemicro.com 

Davis, Donald L. K-319 -
POWDONDAYS@aol.com 

Drylie, James S. A-318 -
Jdryli e@aol.com 

Duoos, Robert S. 80th Rcn -
Bduoos@aol.com 

Edleman, Richard G. AT-317 -
Ed leman@eriecoast.com 

Einolf, Henry Jr. L-319 -
HmEinolf@aol.com 

6 

Elster, Marvin H. D- 317 
Zeke1953@aol. com 

Fasnacht, Robert D. F-3 18 
Fas2920@webtv.net 

Ferens, Andrew B. M-317 -
afrens@webtv.net 

Fine, Gera ld H. L-319 -
Rjfine@gate.net 

Flynn, John F. L-319-
Bjflynn@webtv.net 

Fox, Otis Assoc -
Ot islois@win .net 

Futch, Arch er H. G-317 -
Afutch@home .com 

Grammar, Milton L. B-319 Assoc 
Gram mem l@hctc.n et 

Haley, A lbert S. (S id ) Jr. H -3·17 
Ahaleyjr@ao l.com 

Hand, John W. K-3"18 -
Johnw556@cs.com 

Hatcher, Lee R. A-313 FA Bn 
leehatcher@juno .com 

Hayes, James H. Hq 2nd Bn -3 17 
Veterans@ix.netcom .co m 

Hink, Vernon F-319 -
Vj1603@aol.com 

Hogan, Walter C. K-319 -
Whogan@tyl er.n et 

Jonnes, Lloyd M-318 -
Lmjonn es@starpower.n el 

Kaufman, Murray I F-31 7 -
Murbunny@aol .com 

Kerr, Kenneth H. G-318 -
Ken ruth kerr@juno.com 

Las in, Abraham K-319 -
Lorabe2318@aol.com 

Lelito, Edmund R. H&S 305-Eng ­
Popiel ito@aol.com 

Linderman, Burdette E. L-319 -
Linderman@ida .de 

Mansberger, Burl W. B-318 -
B421 3 b@aol.com 

McCa leb, Rasselle L. CN -319 -
Mac13@Atlantic.net 

McCorm ick, Mi lton G. AT-319 -
Mcfam i Iy@frontiern et.n el 

McDonald, Edward D. F· 3 ·11.l ­
Emcd@discovernet .net 

Monday, Adrian L. F-3 18 -
Amo77931870@aol. com 

Murrell, Robert T. M -318 -
Divi nf80@aol .com 

Newman, Robert B. III Friend -
Newm rb@aol.com 

Petrollini, William, PNC -
Petro@aol.com 

Placke, Otto H. L-318 -
Oplacke@greenh ill s.net 

Press, Ben B. 1.l0th-Rcn -
Geezereye@aol.com 

Ralph , Voncile B. A- 319 -
Bupark@aol.com 

Rampy, Robert L. B-317 -
Rrampy@aol.com 

Reilinger, Eric Hq 3rd Bn-317 -
I da@juno.com 

Rice, Timothy W. L-317-Assoc ­
Timrice@Be llsouth .net 

Richards, Donald P. ?-31 7 -
Ks188@swbell.n et 

Scheftic, Thomas E. B-31 7 -
Scheftic@m icroconnect.net 

Schma lz, W illiam A. 1st Bn Hq-319 -
Hayseed red@aol.com 

Schmidt, Max R. G-317-
Schm1716@aol.com 

Silberman, Arnold L. L-318-
Slib415@aol .com 

Smith, Philip M . G-317 Assoc ­
Pms@mai l.myriad.net 

Stubblefield, Robert L. B-305 Med -
8obstub@aol.com 

Thompson, Donald B. 8-318 -
Dbtbu r@bellatlantic.net 

Walsh, William D. K-319 -
Wmdjr1 @juno.com 

Wiggna ll , Jeffery A-31 13 Assoc -
Member9219@aol.com 

Wilson, Robert D. L-318 -
Rdmvw98mvw1998@Yahoo.com 

Young, J. Givens L-319 -
Sales@youngpecan.com 

Danie[ Edwards 3308 Boxwood 
Drive, Fairborn, OH 45324 80th 
Signal Corps, reports he suffered a 
stroke and had surgery due to a 
massive blood clot. He waS again 
hospitalized 19 days in January 2000 

7 

with CELLULITIS for an addi t ional 
18 days in May. Write him a card . 
Dan also received a DIPLOME from 
the Repub[que Francaise Ministere 
De La Defense, Secretariat a La 
Defense, Charge Des Anci ens 
Combattants, Consei[ Regiona[ De 
Basse-Normandie . De reconnais­
sance d e [a France envers [es 
armees a[[iees, engages dans [es 
combats debarquement en 
Normandie et de [a Liberation 1944-
1945 . ( its a[[ French to me) ... Dan 
also sent along the 2nd Edition of 
80th B[ue Ridge Book, published 
by Turner Publ ishing Co. If some 
one would [ike to have it make me 
a bid and the highest bidder w il l 
receive it. You pay the postage .. . 
Larry Scheidel, 414 - 135th Ave. 
Wayland ; MI 49348, would [ike to 
know if any of you remember the 
battle for SCHEI D EL. Please write 
direct to him . Thank you .. . Had 
word from James Smith D-319 
spoke of his sight and wishes to say 
He[[o to a[[ his friends ... A[so had 
word from Kenny Gruetzmacher 
K-318, asking when we changed to 
four battalions, Kenny, that is the 
modern 80th out of Richmond, 
VA. .. He also spoke of several of his 
buddys who were KIA, namely SIS 
Fekete and Bob Kerr. He states he 
is now 75 years o[d. Wishes he 
could get to a reunion, but feels 
that is imposs ible . He worked as a 
Chemist for 36 years. He lost his 
check book and had to cancel a[[ 
the checks. A[so stated he came to 
the 80th from Company K 397 
Infantry of the 100 Division into K-
318. He had a stroke in 1990 ef­
fecting the [eft leg and arm ... 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 ... 
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"TAPS" 
Courtney, Marion L.- M-318 
c/o Bro . Will iam 
730 N. Maple Street 
Ephrata , PA 17522-2127 1/20/01 
Rptd by Brother Wi lliam Courtney 

Bright, Luther J. A-305 Eng 
Rte 1 Box 36 
Marlinton, WV 24954 10/5/00 
Rptd by Allen Kostenbader 

Brockmeir, Robert T. Cn-319 
606 Tafel Street 
Cincinnati, OH Date unknown 
Rptd by brother Thurman McMullen 

Brown, Robert G. A-315FABn 
3320 Rosedale Ave 
Reading, PA 19605-2612 1/01 
Rptd by Lou Shirey 

Damkowitch, Mike G-317 CO 
1521 Coolidge Ave. 
Modesto, CA. 95335-3154 1/9/01 
Rptd by Archer Futch 

Frye, Francis P. 80th Signal 
965 Clearview Ave 
Galion, OH 44833-1522 7/18/00 
Rptd by wife Phyllis 

Grooms, Floyd G-317 
185 Logan Lane 
West Union , OH 45693-1085 12/4/00 
Rptd by Felix Cistolo 

Haynes, Frederick J. M-319 
5607 Oakland Road 
Baltimore, MD 21227-3919 10/25/00 
Rptd by Wife Doris 

Hyman, Joseph A-314th FA Bn 
409 Southern Ave. 
Stonewood, WV 26301-4762 12/4/00 
Rptd by wife Jean 

Magnusom, Jack A. 
1111 Albers Street SW 
Wyoming, MI 49509-1386 
Rptd by Brockman 

Hq-317 

2/15/1 

8 

(Correction from last Edition) 
Maloney, Roman , (not Ralph) 80th MP 
812 Lincoln Lake Road 
Lowell, MI 9/3/00 
Rptd by Ralph Rocco 

Martelli, Daniel E. C-319 
198 Lindsay Dell 
Glen Burnie , MD 21061-6226 2/2/01 
Rptd by Son 

Payne, Otha E. AT/L-3 17 
420 W. Main Street 
McMinnville , TN 37110 8/31/00 
Rptd by wife Faye 

Richey, Walter A. CN-317 
P.O. Box62 
Roxbury, PA 17251-0062 1/18/01 
Rptd by Newspaper Obit 

Salvator, Angelo 3d Bn 319 
1223 Latona Street 
S. Philadelphia , PA 19147 1/3/0 1 
Rptd by Ralph Rocco 

Scott, Walter W. 0-3 17 
Newburg, PA 17240 12/00 
Rptd by Jack Paul 

Simmons, Joe C. G-317 
Co lu mbia City, IN 46725-9743 2/9/01 
Rptd by Felix Cistolo 

Speca, Domenic AT-319 
1910 S. 29th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19145-2402 1/14/01 
Rptd By Ralph Rocco 

Sturtz, Wilbert B. A-633 AAA AW 
c/o 409 Stauffer Road 
Stoystown, PA 15563 11/11/00 
Rptd by son 

Super, Charles G. Jr. Div. Band 
30 Woodsbluff Run 
North Wa les, PA 19454-1101 2/11 /01 
Rptd by wife Betty 

In Loving Memory 

DANIELE. MARTELLI 
March 9, 1926 - January 2, 2001 

TAPS continued ... 

Swisher, Edward 
RR 2 Box 106 
Mill Hall , PA 17751-9624 
Rptd by wife Jeanette 

Wakeland , Jean A. 
1260 Jarrah Road 
Breman, IN 46506 
Rptd by wife Pauline 

80th Sig 

3/7/00 

Cn-317 

1/4/01 

9 

THANK YOU 
AMERICA 

Later this year the French Cov 't. 
Wi ll begin presenting "Thank You 
America" Ce rtificates to LlVINC 
WW II Veterans for Participation in 
the liberat ion of France. To be eli­
gible, a veteran must have served 
on/i n French Territory; Territoria l 
waters; of french Airspace between 
June 6, 1944 and 8 M ay 1945. 
Certificates will not be issued post­
humously. 

The application forms will be 
made available from Veterans ser­
vice organizations and on special 
I nternet Site mai ntai ned by the French 
Cov'l.:. www.inf- fran ce -usa .org/ 
news/statm nts/ww2/ i ndex. htm . 

The 10 Consu ls of France in the 
USA will work with the Veterans 
Organizations to identify eligible 
people and to organize certificate 
presentation ce remoni es. 
Signed by WILFORD (WILL) HAMM D ated 
2/79/07 Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch 

NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 

Once aga in we must think 
ahead, Lou Shira is Chairman of 
the nominating committee for our 
up coming Reunion , in Hampton , 
VA. If any of you wish to run for 
3rd Vice Commander, or the Ex­
ecutive Committee, pl ease drop 
him a line at 1415 Lorraine Road, 
Reading, PA 19604-1861 , so his 
work for a search of someone 
seeking an office will not consume 
all his time at the reunion. 
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Memories from Tennessee 
The yea r was 1940. G len 

M ill er ' s big band sound dr ifted 
out of th e dance hall s across the 
nation . The latest fashi on craze 
was the zoot suit. And things were 
heating up in Europe. 

Tullahom a TN, a town of about 
4,500 peop le, located in the 
Cumberland Highland the middl e 
of the state, had no idea what an 
impact the upco ming years wou ld 
have on their destiny. The federal 
gove rnm ent designated the old 
Ca mp Peay National Guard ca mp 
to become Camp Forrest, an arm y 
tra i n i ng center. And noth i ng has 
been quite the sa me since . 

Camp Forrest has p layed such 
an importa nt role in the develop­
ment of Tull ahoma. Tullah oma resi ­
dents feel the presence of Ca mp 
Forrest during the 1940 's has been 
in st rum e nta l in shap in g the 
Tullahoma they are proud of to­
day. 

Am eri ca n involvem ent in th e 
war seemed inevitable . In August 
of 1940, the National Guard was 
o rdered into federal serv ice . In 
September, the Selective Se rvice 
Act was passed. And in October 
co nstruction of Camp Forrest be­
gan, named in honorofGen. Nathan 
Bedfort Forrest, a promin ent Civil 
War cavalryman from Tenn essee. 
Camp Forrest was to b~come the 
army's largest cantonment. 

From all around, people flocked 
to Tullahom a seeki ng employmen t 
on the proj ect. Many Tu ll ahoma 

lO 

fami li es took in boarders. Churches 
opened the i r doo rs, a ll owi ng 
peop le to sleep on the floors. Stil l, 
many peop le w ere forced to see k 
she lter in hay lofts, parks ca rs and 
cu lve rts. 

On March 3, 1941 the first 
troops moved into the camp, fo l­
lowed by the first contingenl o f 
30,000 so ldiers on March 6 . Ca mp 
Forrest train ed so ldiers infant ry, 
artill ery, engineering and sign..ll 
uni ts. Famous units ar ising from 
Ca mp Forrest included th e 2nd 
Ranger Battali on, which laler W ,lS 

noted for sca lin g 90 fool b luffs 
and overtak in g the enemy on 
Omaha Beach in the Norm andy 
landings, and the 80th Infan try 
Division who fought under Cen ­
eral George Patton's 3rd Army. 

In mid 1941, the area around 
Ca mp Forrest was selected as a 
maneuver area. Among th osc who 
ca me to train in the war gamcs 
were the famed Gen. George 
Patton and his 2nd Armored D ivi­
sion. The ca mp se rved as th e biv­
ouac area for part icipan ts in the 
maneuvers. 

The impact of th is military cen­
ter on Tullahoma was enormou s. 
In less tha n a year, Tullahom a had 
grown from a tiny dot on the map, 
just southeast of Nashvill e, to one 
of t he largest li tt le town s in th e 
nation. It was sa id that Tull ahoma ' 
streets were so crowded that ev­
ery day looked like New year's 
Eve on Tim es Square. At times, as 

many as 145,000 troops were sta­
t ioned in the area. Tullahoma's 
popul at io n reached an all -t im e 
hi gh o f 75,000. 

And as her popu lation in ­
creased, so did he r problems . 
Shortages of housing, school fa­
ciliti es, and utiliti es deve loped, as 
did the prob lems with san itation, 
and hea lth . Civili ans were faced 
with b locked roads, driving at night 
with no lights and inconsi ste nt 
mail de livery. Res taurant patrons 
wa ited in line for as long as an 
hour, on ly to find th at many items 
from the menu already had so ld 
out. 

Despite the prob lems, many 
Tull ahoma c itizens prospe red dur­
ing the Camp Forrest days. Mer­
chants did as much business in one 
day as they had previously done in 
a month. And whi le the military 
maneuvers frightened the cows so 
mu ch that th ey stopped giving 
milk, and the chicke ns so much 
that they stopped laying eggs, the 
pri ce fo r a dozen Southern -fried 
chickens soared to $35 and $45. 
Folks with running water pros­
pered by se lling baths, complete 
with soap and towel, fo r $1 each. 

On May 12, about a year after 
th e training center had opened, i t 
was converted into a Prisoner of 
War ca mp. Th e f irst POWs re­
ce ived we re Germ an so ldiers cap­
tured in North Africa, while under 
th e command of Rommel. Late r, 
Ita li an and Japanese so ldiers were 
also prisoners at the ca mp. During 
th e war Camp Forrest received 
more than 22,000 POWs, although 

some were transferred to branch 
estab lishm en ts. 

Th e pri soners worked in th e 
camp hosp ital, bakery, kitchen and 
automotive shop, as wel l as on 
farms in surro undin g com muni ­
ties . Recreation progra ms, plays 
and religious ceremo ni es were 
availabl e to them. 

Repatri at ion began in 1944, 
then was stepped up in 1945. Th e 
last POW left Camp Forrest on 
April , 1946. And with this th e 
Camp Forrest era ca me to a close. 

In 1947, your ed itor made a 
trip back to Camp Forrest on ly to 
find on ly th e roads, chimneys and 
fo undations as a remind er of Camp 
Forrest. Wh en one of th e old log 
bridges broke under the weight of 
my car, I thought it may be time to 
get out of t he old ca mp of wh ich 
I have many memori es. I know 
this wi ll generate your memori es 
also. Town Pump, where we were 
grouped three and four deep to 
be waited on, and would buy four 
or five beers at a t im e so w e 
wouldn 't have to wait so long for 
the next one, as did , so many 
others. 

Il 

A lot of our buddi es who trained 
th ere with us there are now gone 
not on ly by th e war, but also by 
age and sickness. So Mote it be! 
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HELP! 
From Jim Christen, 8605 Coran 

Drive Cincinnati, OH 45255 (E­
mail Jchristi@meyer.com) would 
like to know if any of you G-317 
men remembers his father, S/Sgt 
Leo William Christen II. 

Also from Mary Weuve whose 
father Samuel Reseigne was a Capt. 
In the 318th Anti -Tank Company, 
would like to know if any of you 
fellows remember her father. He 
was wounded in Luxembourg on 
12/23/44. Some of his friends were 
Francis Redar, John Weaver, and 
!lDoc" Glasser. Her address: 8342 
Suffield Street, La Palma, CA 90623. 

Susie Honsnger, daughter of 
Adam Haiser Co. G 317 2965 
Winegar Road, Bancro£, MI 48414 
(E-mai l her nodayoff@shianet.org) 

Pete Wagschal 7453 Bruner 
Dr. Glenhaven, CA 95443 E-mail 
address: pkwagschal@hotmail.com 
wants to know if anyone of 0, or 

305 Med Bn remembers his fa­
ther, Rolf Wagschal. 

Larry Sche idel, 414 - 135th 
Ave . Wayland, MI 49348, would 
like to know if any of you remem­
ber the batt le for SCHEIDEL. Please 
write direct to him. Thank you. 

Had word from James Smith 
0-319 spoke of his sight and wishes 
to say Hello to all his friends ... 
Also had word from Kenny 
Gruetzmacher K-318, asking when 
we changed to four battalions, 
Kenny, that is the modern 80th out 
of Richmond, VA .. He also spoke 
of several of his buddys who were 
KIA, namely SIS Fekete and Bob 
Kerr. He states he is now 75 years 
old. Wishes he could gel to a 
reunion, but feels that is impos­
sible. He worked as a Chemist for 
36 years. He lost his check book 
and had to cancel all the ch ecks. 
Also stated he came to the 80th 
from Company K 397 Infantry of 
the 100 Division into K-318 . He 
had a stroke in 1990 effecting the 
left leg and arm ... 

Donald Schou (holding sweatshirt) 633rd AAA AwBn, at a school presenta­
tion on WWIl 
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MAILBAG­

continued from page 7 

The Editor had a very nice 
letter from Julia Patesel telling me 
how much she wished the days to 
get longer, and the snow to melt 
so she so she could drive to the 
store and do her own shopping 
instead of waiting for her son to 
either drive her or pick up some 
bread and milk. Says she has been 
living off her frozen reserves . Say's 
she has fallen and hurt her chest 
and the doctors told her, not much 
they could do for her and to take 
Tylenol. Told me she is going to 
surprise me some day with a tele­
phone call. She says she misses 
her husband Ed, and sent in a 
donation in memory of him. Julia, 
I am looking forward to that call. 

"WE ONLY MOVE 
FORWARD!" 

82nd Reunion & Convention 
Brock and Namoi welcome all 
80th Division men, their wives 
and family and guests to our 82nd 
Reunion. 

When: August 22-25, 2001 
Where: Holiday Inn, 

Hampton, VA 
Come, see and greet your friends 
and m~ybe make new friends . 
See, you! 

- PAID ADVERTISEMENT-

LAST 100 DAYS, E.T.O. 

VOLUMETWO 
- PLATOON SERGEANT-

80TH BLUE RIDGE 
INFANTRY DIVISION 

THIRD U.S. ARMY 

PICTORIAL GUIDE 

CLOTHINC'ARMS'CEAR'PERSONAL ITEMS 

BTLLCOSTLEY 

LAST 100 DAYS E.T.O. 

13 

80TH BLUE RIDGE INFANTRY 
DIVISION 

by Bill costley, The entire clothing, gear, 
weapons, exactly as worn by the author 
during the last months of the conflict in the 
European Theatre of Operations including 
much personal input. 50 pages, 105 photos. 
Large format, softbound. Essential to your 

family's library. 

7,000 books have been sold. 
Vol. II-Vol. 1lI-Vol. IV 

are still available. 
$10 each, includes shipping in U.S. 

BILL COSTLEY 
LAST 100 DAYS, E.T.O. 

P.O. BOX 370705 
SAN DIEGBO, CA 92137-0705 



eo

-x a 
o 

! 
cJ'=

 
l-o 

c.=
 

o'u 
; 

o 
: 

3, o-c 
-- 

+
=

=

=
 ; : 2 =

 : 
.=

 1=
 -=

 - =
=

:=
 

=
 :=

.=
=

-e.
3-=

 
)x- 

f 
.- 

I 
t- 

- 
t' 

: 
*-l 

?i; 
!- 

-;
'^:-+

 
9- 

: 
=

T
31 

..'!2,.o 
c, r " i,=

a
; zn5- 

c 
=

=
z::E

€ 
g_??, =

l_.: 
=

 !
€ I ; ;E

 
3 

!: - k-? u->
 

:d 
j --,=

 
o )r

: 
: 

>
-jtJ,' 

ood <
 i 

o_-" 
n- 

c, pE
 

6 
;

:;=
=

et 
t=

-7 i=
!pi 

=
=

r">
E

i
'._=

 C
_- : r 

i: 
: i 

.-2 ;j:,=
=

,aj=
 

:l
n=

e=
.;+

 
=

'=
5=

>
=

a-Z
 

-rv*r 
=

i 
g o C

 g i 
E

i 
".5!=

; 
o E

rcE
 c,E

- 
.. t

9!}rc-_E
=

 
-a,.=

 
--._!=

>
, 

l_=
ai--,i

.=
 .t, ? 

-J-" 
a 

- -c -'A
'=

 
=

'=
 

- 
>

 O
=

 
3E

 
- 

i-=
.

-o =
-:.=

 i_.r 
l- 

u =
-;=

:'* 
;o-c S

'; : i i=
'=

=
 ?=

 7 ? 
- iE

- 
=

- 
d^ 

-, :- 7--;.=
,2Z

-=
J 

-=
 

a ^ =
 

=
 !^ 

i7, 
=

r.-. 
j 

E
 ;,- 

.,r,--'.
-,E

 -, c r 
-. .tr.9!=

 
-"{ 

O
 ^' 

c._- 2 ; 
o i 

-U
-c

i ! a ? E
: 1- i ! =

v.! z i z !-q E
1 v 2i =

 ;
E

a t i 
=

 2'f, 
>

 -=
 zv.=

-- <
 ?>

2=
-a =

i 
-a

) 2; t 
=

2.32.=
: -+

=
 =

4 =
 =

Z
 a:=

 
=

i=
* 

y 
- 

-+
-z =

- - \: 
9 a=

'=
:,=

-li 
=

 =
 

9p

i;;; 
=

 t?+
; tE

 e T
€i€'E

r j =
:iE

: 
2 6 

? i *=
 Z

=
 -:: 

- .4G
 .l 

g: 
? ; 

?
5 7;E

 i l;;; 
=

<
g€E

€: iZ
Z

{ &
T

;

* t r+
+

 ; ?5 ?=
=

aii +
:=

i!t; : ;ir
.- 

4 
.

d. ;, a.? lrc.s >
o 3 3 o F

 3 yr- ; - 
r-9-.t

,!u 
-iy 

+
; 

__ii,* 
gt 

A
,C

;g-.o 
jE

J
€s 

o';- 
=

 =
 3=

 | 
o" lP

 
i-o tw

 - !.cT
,. 

S
o+

l$ r-q'- - ; i3 :; ii 
f=

 i 
seE

 ; ! >
; ;J

=
 r,i i =

- kd ; t Z
 { y,=

i E
 5 ; ; +

 g e e u
s=

9=
 

i9:E
>

c 
g i o 1o9ru 

: r.=
5

j
-rir
+

A
.N

o\ 
:? . - y9

;3 
-i 1E

1d
4 

r 
| 

! 
!.::-.i

=
-E

df4gF
P

0O
 A

 
,o E

 7 -. Z
 -

- 
:t 

^t.3 
: 

F
 

a,^1
T

Q
F

F
tE

--E
-

-P
E

rH
lE

;
R

E
 

.E
 rE

lE
-€h5
; 

!a 
roc

O
\J

A

IiZ
E

j ! =
 =

s'E
 -=

! !: f- 
t rE

=
E

+
 :v 

=
!

! : ;el;;E
=

; +
4ii +

=
*: E

5=
: i: 

:E
 -;E

g:;5;H
-;F

;3=
[p"iE

; I=
i,i:; t-{'I=

=
E

; ;€; 9E
 ::; 

g *!=
il 

3a: 7:z :-o g:i
p r.F

 t=
7o =

:i p; fiE
 

=
 3' =

3::=
; 

:: E
 

E

=
E

: -!! 
iE

€+
i y5:e:€ 

,E
s y eE

 3=
 =

-:fF
E

=
:::H

!!=
E

=
iF

p 
E

it-3! 
r3+

 
E

H
;iF

;;€=
ti-t!:;ti.E

=
E

E
ti iE

;'i
y7:E

:E
 E

;rI g;; [=
s"i qF

:"*s ! e ) =
 

co =

::'E
ii:.i* :s E

 s E
€ =

 g; f=
!=

"i E
t r;€ I

.=
E

 d_bE
.; ; ;i5c 

;;?.: 
u=

 : 
.=

:;f6t 
=

f

*;E
!E

ff;s' ; i;t5;r 5E
;--€t trF

*i =
i isi;+

 itF
:E

;iE
=

=
? itgE

E
 E

E
E

" r"; : :.E
* E

;

ixu?i =
:E

iiT
E

iiit+
li=

 rzj;lii ei=
it=

!;i=
 :::

E
l: i;:g!i;il ;;fe* f+

iii ;E
i:?5 ; g:;5;: :g€E

;
:i+

i -- : =
E

i3 i : : =
 ;F

; j r ; I =
:+

; i =
 : i : i t*i*:ii; f s

=
+

f ;;jiE
i";=

"ii r i=
'i=

<
:;;a:-=

Z
:; ! =

>
g_>

ii=
-;-

i=
!=

ti-i e#; ;E
5 iaiE

 -E
;E

 r; spa=
€ir!;5 ii 

s=

A
g-

v 
G

l '':-
--v
,t)- 

-
L 

(J.ir
A

.-
=

ilr 
=

i5a-
9=

E
-- 

FA
tft
l-( j

a.-Hr+
l

-
(r-A

.I
vF

l
az
--E€)A
F

a
a

F
-=

-Oi>-(rkOc)=
.8

i.F
-t-o

-I
.i

trl 
O

,t5=
e /

Th

n'

In Memory of 
Lt Col Michael 

Damkowitch 

The nation has lost a brave 
so ldier and cou rageous leader with 
the death of Michael Damkowitch 
on 6 January 2001. At the end of 
WWII, Captain Michael Damkowitch 
was the most decorated office r in 
the 80th Infantry Division. His deco­
rati ons included the Silver Star, Sil­
ver Star Cluster, Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, Combat Infantry Badge, and 
the four Bronze Battle Stars. 

Second Lieutenant Damkowitch 
and about 100 replacements, my­
se lf included, was ass igned to G 
Company, 317th Infantry, the latter 
part of September 1944. G Com­
pany had taken a beating on the 
Moselle cross ing and we were the 
fo rtunate rep lacements! 

At Sivry our first taste of Com­
bat led by Lt. Damkowitch, with me 
as his runn er. We entered Sivry 
under a heavy rolling Artill ery bar­
rage. Mike noticed that some of his 
men had fa llen behind and I was 
sent back to relay h is message to 
"close the gap"! During the ensu ing 
Battle I becam e separated from 
M ike and was wounded. I crawled 
down a dra inage ditch toward a 
barn and ran into Mike who was 
rall ying hi s few rema ining men. 
Long hard days ahead ! Th ose at 
Sivry, especially the men of "G" 
Company, w ill never forget the 
heavy losses and Mike's inspira­
tional leadership. 

On the 24th of December 1944, 
Captain Damkowitch was awarded 
the Silver Sta r for vo luntee ring to 

14 

infiltrate enemy lines under intense 
fire to rescue and guide two com­
pan ies to safety that had been cut 
off by the enemy. He accomplished 
his mission without the loss of a 
single man under extremely haz­
ardous con ditions over icy snow­
covered hills and under constant 
fire o f the enemy. In April 1945, 
Mike was awarded the Si lver Sta r 
Cluster for lead ing his company 
across th e Rhin e River in assau lt 
boats and establi shing a beachhead . 
A lthough wounded during the ac­
tion, he remained w ith his troops to 
encourage them during the fight ing 
that continued throughout the fo l­
lowing day. 

Mike remained Mike remained 
in the Service and fought in Korea. 
1961 promoted to Lt Co lonel. After 
his retirement he became ill w ith 
Parkinson disease. Mike is survived 
by his wife Dorothy and six Ch il ­
dren . 

We have lost a legend and 
another Brave Soldierfrom our ranks! 
Taps sounds again once aga in . 

Archer Futch, 
3rd Vice Commander 

3171h 
/ 3181h /3191h 

HISTORIES 
$17.25 EA 

Operational History - $30 EA. 
- POSTAGE PAID -

Robert T. Murrell 
630 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Oakmont, PA 15139-1574 

John E. Thayer L-317 Tells of His 
Memories of Mousson Hill 

In the Post Reunion ~~ ews l et­

ter 1999 Issue #2 the sto ry of an 
office l· of Co mpany I 318Lh Infan­
try Regimen t appea red. Here is 
what I remem be r. 

I j o ined the 3d Army at the 
Arge ntan-Fal ise Gap, I was ass igned 
to Co mpany L 31 7th Regiment of 
the 80th D ivision., and shortly 
afte rward we moved toward the 
Mose ll e River. I was in th e point 
Company of the 317th and we 
received three roun ds of enemy 
artill ery as we approached a grou p 
of bui ld in gs to our left abo ut 30 
ya rd s away. Whil e in t hi s locat ion 
a Bri g. General ca me wa lking fast 
toward the head of the co lumn . 
He stated "what 's the ho ld up 
Captain"? He was to ld we had j ust 
received a few rounds of artill ery 
and he had sent a patrol out to 
investigate the bu il dings. He told 
the Ca ptai n th ere is nothing in 

15 

those buildings and sta rted to walk 
ahead of us when he was lold we 
were th e lead co mpany and there 
was nothing ahead of us, on ly for 
him to say, the re soon will be one 
as he took off and was soon out of 
sigh t. 

Th e men that was sent to in­
vestigate t he building I·eturn ed 
about the time we rea ched the 
high ground on t he west side of 
Mousson Hi ll . We were to ld the 
Ge neral had hitch ed a ri de in a 
j ee p head ing toward Mousson. 
The 31 7th attacked across t he 
Mose ll e River and two days late r 
took the ground at the base of the 
Mousson hill. When we started up 
the hill , how the General got up on 
the east side of th e hill , I don't 
know, for the hill was craw ling 
with Germans. Later we heard 
that Ge nera l Searby had been killed 
on the h ill . 

Mousso/l Hill 
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Continue from last Issue -
The final field order issued by 

the XII Corps called for an attack at 
1100 hours on the 24th to seize and 
hold the line of the Sauer and 
Moselle Rivers with such enemy 
crossings as might remain intact. 
The main effort was to delegated to 
the 5th Division, the latter having 
extracted much of its strength from 
the line on the left of the 4th Divi ­
sion to form a cou nterattack re ­
serve. The 4th Infantry Division was 
to hold in place as the 5th passed 
through, supporti ng the 5th's attack 
by fire wherever possible. Finally, 
the 2nd Cavalry Group (reinforced), 
which was just moving into the new 
XII Corps area from the old, would 
take over the extended Moselle 
flank on the right of the corps. This 
had been a constant concern to 
general Barton during the 4th Divi ­
sion battles and had absorbed bat­
tal ions of the 22nd Infantry badly 
needed on the fighting line. The 
artillery support planned for the 
attack included fifteen battalions of 
corps artillery plus the organic bat­
talions in the divisions. The mecha­
nized units available represented 
considerable strength: two combat 
commands of th e 10th Armored 
Division with CCA of the 9th Ar­
mored Division attached; two sepa­
rate tank battalions; five tank de­
stroyer battalions, of which three 
were se lf-propelled; and two cav­
alry squadrons. 

The German LXXX Corps faced 
the XII Corps with two divisions in 
the line anchored on the sauer and 
no corps reserve . The deep valley 
of the Schwarz Erntz remained the 
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boundary between these divisions, 
constituting as it had in earlier fight­
ing an ever present physical ob­
stacle to a homogeneous corps font 
and co-ordinated maneuver. On 
the right the 276th Volks Grenadier 
Division was engaged in sma ll-scale 
attacks near Savel born and 
Christnach. The extreme left or 
eastern wing of this division was not 
solidly anchored, and all attempts 
to break out of the Schwarz Enntz 
gorge and bring the left forward in 
conformity with the advance of the 
neighboring division had been 
thwarted . The result was that the 
212th Volks Grenadier Division, on 
the right, occupied a south-facing 
line stepped forward of the 276th 
and precariously open at its west­
ern end . To cover this gap the 423rd 
Regiment had spread thin, so thin 
that its main line of resistance was 
little more thana series of smallish 
strong points. As a result the LXXX 
Corps' order shortening the 212th 
line by withdrawal on the night of 
21 December was issued with the 
intention of contracting the 423rd 
to give more body to absorb the 
American punches when they came. 

The Echternach bridgehead, 
expanded toward M ichelshof, was 
defended by the 320th Infantry and 
the division fusilier battalion. The 
far left wing of the division and 
corps was led to the Sauer by the 
999th Penal Battalion. On paper, 
General Senfuss' 212th Volks Grena­
dier Division had a third regiment, 
the 316th, but although th is unit had 
helped establish the bridgehead it 
was the Seventh Army reserve and 
not even the corps commander 

J 
) 

could use it freely. The field re ­
placement battalion belong to the 
LXXX Corps were almost completely 
drained by the heavy losses in ­
curred in the infantry regiments . 
The rifle companies of the two line 
division numbered about forty men 
apiece. Each division had only one 
light and one medium field artillery 
battalion in directsupport; the corps 
had perhaps five battalions, plus 
one Werfer brigade. Probably the 
bulk of this f irepower directly be­
hind the divisions. The infantry com­
panies had fought during the first 
days without the aid of assault guns, 
but a few of these and two compa­
nies of antitank guns reached the 
LXXX Corps just before the Ameri ­
can attack on the 24th. 

The Seventh Army, and more 
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(L) Forrest Parker (R) 
Elmer Murer, Co. F, 
317th fnf 80th Div., 
photo taken February 
1945-published 
world-wide. 

particularly Beyer's corps, began 
the Ardennes battle as the kitchen 
maid in the scullery and would end 
it in the same status. Replacements, 
armor, artillery, and supplies by this 
stage of the German counteroffen­
sive went fi rst to the two panzer 
armies. Since there was inadequate 
transport for resupply in the main 
battle area, Brandenberger could 
hardly expect that addition trucks 
and cri t ical items would reach the 
tactical backwater where his army 
was stranded. The German com ­
manders on the Sauer front had 
recogn ized as early as the 21 st and 
22nd that the bolt had been shot; 
they and their weary troops knew 
that the coming battle was lost. The 

Continued on page 18 ... 
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ground to be held, howevel·, genel·­
ally favored the Americans first 
phase. 

There was one notable excep­
tion-the natural con·idol· of the 
Schwal·z Emtz. This con·idol· could 
be used to split the two Gel·man 
divisions. Moreover, it led directly 
to the main corps' bridge at 
Bollendorf and this bridge, if lost, 
would leave the bulk of the 276th 
Volks Grenadier division stranded 
on the west bank of the Sauer. So 
seriously was this threat regal·ded 
that on 22 December the Seventh 
Army started wmk on a heavy bridge 
at D illingen to the rear of the 276th. 

The moming of the 24th broke 
clear and cold, bringing a mixed 
blessing. The thermometel· stood at 
20 degrees below F, and the Ameri­
can foot sloggel·s would have to 
suffel· (trench foot was commenc­
ing to appeal·), but the gunnel·s and 
fiahter-bomber pilots could rejoice . 

b 

With two fire direction centers han -
dling the corps artillery and with 
perfect visibi li ty at the observation 
posts, the battalions fired salvo after 
salvo for interdiction and destruc­
tion. A few woods and vi ll ages got 
special treatment-TOT's with white 
phosphmus, a killingdevicefmwhich 
General Patton had built up some 
attachment among troops of the 
Third AI·my. It seemed to the Ameri­
cans that the good shooting by en­
emy gunners in the forty-eight hours 
past required an answer; so counter 
battery work began the moment 
the infantry jumped off in the at­
tack . During the day and night the 
XII Corps artillery would fire 21,173 
shell to support the attack on a ten ­
mile front. The 5th Division artillery 
fired 5,813 rounds, exceeding the 
daily expenditure during the bitter 
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September battle in Amaville bridge­
head. General Weyland's XIX Tac­
tical Air Command, old friend of 
the 5th Division, made good use of 
beautiful flying weather, but there 
were many targets to divert the 
fighter-bombers beyond the XII 
Corps zone. The 405th Fighter Group 
flew eight missions dUI·ing the day, 
dropping fragmentation and napalm 
bombs at points along the Sauer, 
then strafing and bombing the roads 
east of the river. 

At 11 00 the ground attack com­
menced. There must have been an 
uneasy feeling that the enemy had 
plenty of fight left because the corps 
commander told -Iwrin that should 
he feel the attack was provi ng too 
costly it would be called off. Cau­
tion, it was said, had become less 
opprobrious in the Third Army since 
16 December. The XII Corps G-2, 
who like many other intelligence 
officers had miscalculated the Ger­
man ability to resist during the op­
timistic days of early September, 
now estimated that the enemy re­
serves in front of the corps equaled 
one infantry and one armmed divi­
sion. At the same time the Ameri­
can staffs had an uncertain feeling 
that the extremely tenuous connec­
tion between the XII and XX Corps 
along the Moselle would attract 
Gel·man attention. 

The 5th Division began the at­
tack w ith three regiments in line on 
an 8 -mile front reaching from 
Savelbom on the west to Osweiler 
on the east. From the line of depar­
ture, generally in the rear of the 
main line of resistance, Iwrin would 
feed his batta l ions into the 10th 
Armored line on the left and the 4th 
Division on the right, eventua ll y 
relieving the latter by extending the 

5th division wing lengthened by the 
2nd Calvary Group, to the Sauer. 
Tasks forces of the 10th Armored 
Division were to attack on a nmth­
em thrust line, clearing the villages 
on the south ban ks of the Sauer as 
they went. The main effort by the 
5th Division, also looking nmth aimed 
in its early stages at high ground 
overlooking the Echtemach bridge­
head : Hill 313 southwest of 
Lauterbom, the scene of much bit­
ter f ighting when first the Germans 
pushed down the road from 
Echternach; the ridge south of Berdmf 
commanding the Schwartz Erntz 
gorge; and, in the old 9th Armmed 
Division sector north of the gmge, 
the plateau and village of Haller. 

On the right of the division the 
two battalions of the 10th Infantry 
continued their attack north of 
M ichelshof. Along the th ickly wooded 
ridges to their front the 320th Infan­
try, supported by most of the 212th 
Volks Grenadier Division artillery, 
was concentrated to block the way 
to Echternach . The 1 st Battalion, 
advancing to the right of the 
Michelshof-Echternach highway, one 
again found the combination of heavy 
woods, Germans in well-disguised 
foxholes, and accurate shellfire too 
much. Two hours after the attack 
began the enemy retaliated with a 
counterattack, assault guns paving a 
way for the infantry. The Amer ican 
gunners quickly d isposed of this. 
The 2nd Battalion, to the west, had 
eight medium tanks belonging to 
the 737th Tank Battalion and less 
difficult ground. Four tanks and two 
platoons of Company G started along 
the main road, covered by other 
troops advancing on the ridge to 
either side of the draw. Shell bursts 
on the road and bullet fire soon 
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drove the troops to the cover of the 
trees lining the draw, where other 
of the battalion were ferreting Ger­
man riflemen out of their camou­
flaged foxholes. Smoke fi red to cover 
the attack gave added momentum; 
then the tanks destroyed a pair of 
machine guns nests on Hill 313. 
Momentarily, however, the attack 
wavered when a part of Company 
G turned west toward a hill mass it 
mistook for its objective. Brought 
back, the infantry followed the tanks 
to the proper objective. The Ger­
mans there decided not to engage 
the Shermans, and by dark the 
battalion had Hill 313 . 

The 2nd Infantry sector, in the 
division center, extended from the 
Mullerthal (Schwarz Erntz). Imme­
diately to the nmth lay the thick 
forest and rugged ground of the 
Kalkesbach, an unsavory obstacle . 
Col. A. Worrell Roffe, the 2nd In ­
fantry commander, decided to risk 
a flanking thrust along the Mullerthal 
with his 2nd Battalion and use his 
3rd Battalion in a frontal attack 
against the Kalkesbach. Fm the final 
punch a tank company and the 1 st 
Battalion lay waiting in Colbet. If all 
went well the regiment would swing 
onto the Berdorf plateau and face 
eastward above the Sauer Rivel·. 

To gain entrance tothe Mullerthal 
was no simple task . It required an 
attack due west down into the draw, 
where artillery cou ld be of no help . 
Companies F and G undertook the 
task, and the fight became a man­
hunt, rifleman against rifleman, stalk­
ing one another in crevice, on cliffs, 
from tree to tree. The quarry, skill ­
fully hidden, had the best of it. 
Company F ran against a strong 
point on a cliff and was the loser in 
a fire fight. Company G lost direc-
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Ordurf concentration camp, April. 

lion several times in the maze of 
cross corridors, but at one poi nt 
drew sharp fire. At dark the two 
companies dug in against bullets 
seem ingly whistling in from every 
direction. It was evident that the 
tree covered rocky floor of the 
gorge was no place for further at­
tack, and Colonel Roffe ordered 
the two companies to fight their 
way out of the gorge at daybreak. 
The battalion was then to gather in 
an attack on Doster Farm, which 
overlooked the road to Berdorf. 

The 3rd Battalion, north of 
Scheiden also had hard fighting and 
a slow advance. The terrain over 
which the attack was made con­
sisted of alternating draws and ridges, 
cleared ground and timber. Ad­
vance by ridge line or draw termi­
nated in cross corridors, natural 
glacis for the enemy riflemen firing 
don the slope . At one point Com­
pany L suddenly was swept by rifle 
and machine gun fire, suffered thirty 
causalities, lost two company com­
manders in the space of minutes, 
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and became disorganized and un­
able to move. Lt. Col. Robert E. 
Connor, the battalion commander, 
got the division artillery to work on 
the ridge line confronting the com­
pany, sent his S-3, Capt. Frederic C. 
Thompson, up to sort out the de­
moral ized soldiers and replace the 
platoon and squad leaders who hors 
de combat, then put his reserve, 
Company K, in to flank the German 
position. The reserve company made 
its way to the head of the draw from 
which the enemy could be taken in 
enfil ade . While this flanking fire 
swept the German line, Company L 
(reorganized in two platoons of 
twenty-five men each) attacked w ith 
marching fire . The ridge was gained 
and most of the defenders killed, 
but this time the attackers lost only 
three men . Company I, advancing 
along a draw on which Wefers were 
directed, took many losses during 
the day. All told the 2nd Infantry 
had made only a few hundred yards 
by close of 24 December. 

Continued in next issue 

Co F 318 Post 46 

Ed McDonald sent me a sec­
tion from a book written by EMILE 
SINKOVEC, the French 17-year­
old who aided us in France . He 
became the unofficial interpreter 
for Capt. McDonald. The late Lou 
Ungrey visited Emile a few years 
ago, and Emile attended our re­
union in jackson, Miss. Here's the 
translation from his book: 

"Early in the morning, Captain 
McDonald and his 1 st Sergeant, 
AI Siagus, arrived at my pa rent's 
house . Having learned from neigh­
bors that I spoke Engl ish, they 
wished to press me into service as 
interpreter. The first thing they 
wanted me to do was help them 
prepare lodging for the company ... 
because, while waiting for the 
next offensive, the division had 
decided to take up winter quar­
ters in our town . Each family was 
asked to give up two rooms of its 
apartment in order to lodge about 
a dozen soldiers. We met with no 
difficulties. On the contrary, the 
people seemed truly delighted to 
welcome our liberators. 

The captain installed his "CP" 
in the home of the Cottini family, 
who lived on the corner of our 
street, not far from the "CP" of the 
battalion . My orders were to keep 
myself available in case he needed 
my services, but since he was 
Scottish, therefore miserly, th is 
didn't happen too often. 

Although seeming more like a 
kid beside the Captain who was 2 
meters tall, I was quite proud to 
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see myself, in a way, requisitioned 
by the Americans . And so I spent 
most of the day discussing things 
with the officers and underlings of 
his company. For the first time, I 
was surrounded only by adults! 
But were they really adults? In 
spite of their age, they didn't give 
me that impression. During our 
lengthy discussions, I discovered 
that I was 
at least as matu re as they were." 

Plans for the 2001 REUNION 
in Springfield, Mass., are moving 
forward. june 2-3-4-5 are the dates. 
You'll be getting a registration 
packet, just as soon as Tom Pappas 
get all the details worked out. He 
promises good accommodations, 
and some very interesting side 
tri ps . You might add a few days to 
your trip and see some other New 
England states . 

Thru the aid of the Internet, 
I've found a few more Company F 
alumni : Fred Bruno Frank Dvorak, 
joseph Friguletti, Clura Long, 
Leonard Obler, Earl Priddy, Wayne 
Rexroad, Thomas Tusinac, Fred 
Volkmar . 

You'll see their addresses and 
phone numbers in the next mailed 
newsletter. If you have any old 
army orders with lists of Co . F 
men, I'd like to receive copies. AI 
Gioffredi send copies of orders 
for Good Conduct Ribbons and 
Combat Infantry Badges . .. they 
were very helpful in finding the 
people listed above. 

Enough till later 
Bob Fasnacht Sect. 



co6l
: 

u-a 
u a 

o--i 
- 

10, 
>

-

.J)Z
-c: 

=
F

:'S
*=

_*s)^vU
U

>

=
Y

trtr_C
.r,,-,a=

v
J=

- 
>

 
f,, : 

- 
C

r ^ 
o - 

r 
J

--i:3^-:
'j--r-!-a^-=

-c 
i 

Y
 

5 
r 

-O
 

i.: 
- 

=
F

 
s 

>
 

- 
L 

U
 

e'_

=
'- 

| 
- 

J 
N

:=
-J

E
5=

,"=
 

- r gP
 3.9

-2-^-:^
a-=

aJ>
 

:'-i- 
^-Z

=
E

d 
c,.- 

; 
-^-i€

o 
L 

o; 
a 

w
:- 

J 
j

,! 
=

-j 
c,J 

^ 
o 

L
v: 

!Y
 

u 
p 

e 
v 

P
 

O
 

v

-^m
 

c.; 
-: 

=
'E

-.-O
 

^ 
c

-,L-LF
vv-J

.=
 :/ -: 

- 
- 

- 
oo-O

 - 
c,

;--,-ti..->
J._T

L
r=

ga':.^^-O
:-€c

!->
uvv->

---
''- 

-'=
 

a- 
a 

I
(,-=

i,Y
'f 

ij--=
iC

3-;-- 
=

-;gx

r-r.-66-^-*--6

^>
 

u=
<

-?-=
=

 
r:' 

6O
: 

:-'!=
.s:=

oO
=

=
>

-
-L

q-.-- 
: o 9 - 

>
=

 
Ja : 

E
 -t n-J 

f 
r. a 

^=
 

- 
=

; 
*.:-

J 
_ 

.t. 
.L 

_ 
_.7. 

_ 
_! 

2 
F

 
t. 

7

_.E
 e'" {=

 ; --r 
=

-!=
'4.=

 
6 ; -'5 t, 

P
 t* 

=
: 

: 
- 

=
 

- 
-4:-_- 

t:E
 

=
:=

c 
=

=
Q

_y 
=

=
c=

-j\:
-,=

=
s;"-2iP

 
2E

2-, ? - 
eyiE

>
l>

5 
=

 i
-r t.:- 

I 
=

 -.: 
- 

- 
- 

-a- 
- 

- 
=

 '- e -+
'7.J',8

L * 
:'- 

=
 ^ -G

 y 
=

; ? g? 
.', ! 

_c_c _ ? 
c. =

 :.v 
/

-3 
=

€.E
 

=
=

 
!- 

j - 
:.=

 
r 

; 
o 

;-: 
l; 

X
 rf 

c-
.a i - - ? =

 y.-E
-; 

i=
 

U
 " f 

;;cis 
i;--o 

sp
=

i._.- 
j.=

; 
:iu=

 
a?>

" 
=

=
;=

.-a',Z
r=

"=
=

:r- t::; 
*l: 

I F
:=

t 
yaA

 3 -J t; 
i 

5
- 

+
. =

 : - =
 ._.=

 
?-.>

 7n=
-.: 

? -,2_i t 
zr- =

 
-_ =

1>
::- 

rs t e -r 3 g:o€ a ->
,E

,Y
.a il 

=
 i=

 -
+

 ': 
- 

=
 1 '- . 

- 
>

 >
 ; 

: 
I 

- 
: 

7 -=
 

' 
=

 ':
z'7; 6 q=

 t.=
 E

+
 : - a+

's 7 z : 
=

.=
 - =

 Z
=

-' :1
a - c2- 

=
-o - 

=
.- 2 -o-=

 o-; 
--; 

c, tr q; 
=

<
 

al'=
:lO

y.'i3C
L:=

 
=

xA
F

o{ 
-=

=
.: 

-::.!:
>

=
 

: 
o 

5 
>

-'E
i=

 
c 

:=
 

Q
. -C

..=
 

r-.c 
.g-: 

C
 

5 
! 

I 
=

 
e Z

\r+\4A\

4a)\)s0Ot$\t{s\tnS.D

tr^ 
F

 - 
-'.!-.!.=

 
- 

i 
=

 i-'-'- 
-'\ 

=
=

 
! 

- 
>

-9:;1't 
L c'i 

t'J 
-'>

'=
 

t=
't 

=
 )-!'

:v r 
j, =

 =
 - :a=

+
1i =

=
 iE

E
<

f 
=

 :=
t??-.; i=

=
=

=
=

- 7 =
i=

at
Y

=
:-o 

r',=
 O

?t
;<

.=
 

a. - ci.=
 i i- 

9 s;bp E
 j l_9>

 i 
=

 i_p;- 
3=

 
?:: 

J- 
=

 9=
r?n-=

- 
,^ 

o 
: 

d 
- 

(

z t:: - ; .=
T

iE
tit li.i 

+
=

 giiE
 ; i: =

:; 
q :; i=

B
ig t r*.

>
 ! 

c 
y 

:: 
>

- ., 
- 

+
o:1r'i.Y

qX
*

ia 
c -=

'=
=

 
Z

;,';;_c 
-:7 

o o_t a - 
F

 d;.- 
i 

*.=
 

';+
 

c/ c J=
 

- 
o.; 

tr--v 
-

-,:e 
*ot,!=

.--o.1 
, 

=
'-=

-. 
1-a=

-=
c7.--l=

 
=

5l 
=

9: 
ii=

3--1] 
cr';=

- 
3.

-,"".i-=
? 

c- 31! x=
t:=

=
=

E
.:+

Z
:; 

al. 1. 1=
E

 
'6 +

1=
 -'n,;:=

 
xi 

c
. c E

 :i-q?, =
 ?C

1, =
'.,E

-::",tt=
, \7 3 -:p:4 i-: 

l=
 

----21; ..y 1=
 ;=

=
'

C
;;i -; i=

li;E
 *;;;;c;;: 

!=
=

: f* h; qIE
 g a: i-+

, s; r*
; =

:p! :I !; Z
il;!: 

i-g v=
;?;; 

+
 Y

 E
=

": i $F
 :iE

 4: t1 ae :€<
" ;E

u+
 y:;=

i ;: ;i =
=

 E
z";z:=

i: Lt=
-:: n5:+

: ; :;;e7=
=

+
7=

L'aa --5 c'- 
=

 !<
;1;=

w
E

: e i j* s =
i^9 "i**85:5 

=
€i -=

f=
 -=

** f +
O

0-tooa'tr8!r
li 

oO
.- ; 

;' 
; 

9:-i-:=
=

 
:- =

 
- 

L 
i.-=

 
-,i- 

]-c 
lig

---.2?! 
t: 

+
=

2.,,_-N
.? 

X
: 

;-:o 
=

=
 

c, - 
| 

- 
-^ =

: 
a 

_ 
- 

^.=
 

a:,,!.=
 

r=
 

I
.i =

_c 7, ? =
.:9=

 r=
 - 't7.s7 

| ?6::! 
=

 \::=
=

i" 
=

+
2aE

-.!r€ 
I?:

.o- 
i 

:E
 

^<
 

; 
=

 7-...ti=
_-o 

_ 
t^q 

o--:!=
-* 

- L v 
4 

e 
.

.\\\i\dUeaO
A

+
h\r4au\

c.l
cl

:i:; iilgg1!E
fE

 :!=
:ii !F

c3:!::l? ;':li ti=
::f+

 *i!5i;!E
€*?1i! -iE

 r a =
E

E
tiF

;; E
sE

F
 *E

;I;
izE

: itE
a;: :.€;E

 i:: ;; il=
zsi iE

€E
 F

;=
 ie=

E
i€5 i i

=
€ ! ft I ! ig! ! r +

:i i: i=
=

 ig; 
E

 ;E
 ; ; ii i E

 ;5g E
;21;28

(\t
\+

h
s

3na
\;r\) 

'!

t3\
E

nnt\
$.^
\\){Lane Hall Post #42 

313 F.A. Bn 

First, I wish to thank all who 
remem bered Ruth and me during 
the Christmas Holidays. It was a 
pleasure to hear fro so many old 
friends . 

About 90% of the news re­
ce ived was bad. I guess the other 
10% just didn't want to complain . 
Oh these good old days! After reading 
all the cards, I must give the Aging 
Vete rans Award for the year 2000 
to Charli e Noxon. He had four 
surgeries, ce lebrated his 80th birth ­
day, his 50th wedding anniversa ry, 
and he became a great Grandfa­
ther. If anyone can top this in 2001, 
let me know and we will consider 
you r name for the award . 

I just got word that Warren 
Burkhart had two major operations 
in February 2001 . He is doing O.K. 
Recu perati ng at home. 

About a mini -reunion for 2001 
at Bear Creek farms in Bryant, IN . 
After read ing all the ailments, I 
know the hea rt and mind says go for 
it but I am convinced that our old 
worn out bodies could make the 
trip . Therefore, I decided to elimi­
nate the mini for 2001 and concen ­
trate on Hampton, VA in August. 
God willing, we will have a hospi­
tality room . 

If anyone is interested in vaca­
tioning at Bear Creek Farms, con­
tact me and I will send you informa­
tion I received from M ary Brinker. 
It looks like a very good spot to visit. 

I just borrowed a closing line 
from Irv. Robinson. ENJOY, HAVE 
FUN, IT'S LATER THAN YOU THINK. 
jim Phillips, Sect/Treas. 
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Post #33 Co. H, In/. 

For a starter, I moved from 
Bridgeton, MO, to St. Peters, MO. 
This is about seventeen mil es from 
where I did live. I purch ased a 
house behind my daughter's house. 
The move was not of my wanting 
but rath er beca use of the St. Louis 
Airport Expansion . I didn't think it 
would have been wise to look a 
bulldozer in the eye so th e move 
w as the better alternative . I am 
st ill living out of boxes . Not rea lly, 
just that they are, still boxes in the 
basement that have to be gone 
through. In time it will be home. 
I am settled enough to accom mo­
date friends. So, drop by. 

From the Christmas cards that 
I rece ived it would appear that 
more are considerin g to make the 
2001 Reunion in Hampton , VA. I 
plan to attend as well as my family. 
John and Penny (daughter) are 
already preparing an itinerary for 
the f ree time. Of course my son. 
Jerry is pl anning an o rganized trip 
to histori ca l places with bar stops 
along th e way. I am sure Com­
mander Brockman w i ll have an 
outstanding program that will be a 
good ti me for all. 

On the sadder side, Kate Bebe 
fell and broke her arm nea r the 
shoulder and got cut on her face . 
No, the cause is not what you may 
think. She was returning from 
ch u rch wh en sh e sl i pped on the 
ice and fell. She is doing fin e and 
is her happy self because john is 
doing the house w ork. jean Poppen 
reports she is well but has g: .en up 
golfing . Who said the Golden Yea rs 
are great! AI & Dorothy Conway 

30Sth Engineers 
Post #40 

At th e reunion, (2 000, Louis­
ville) it was discussed about how 
the Post mi ght continue to func­
tion and we decided that as long 
as the 80th Associatio n does ... we 
will. If your opinion is different 
yo u have to write to the secretary 
and it will be considered at the 
f i rst meet i ng of the Post, by the 
members present. 

I rece ived Christmas ca rds but 
little correspondence . Ruth Hanson 
explained so mething about Evertt's 
hea lth. Dick Foerste r said he has 
improved. They are as old as all of 
us so we don't expect a mirac le to 
happen. 

For some who have not taken 
a train ride latel y I have news that 
late in September I made a 6000 
mil e cross-cou ntry Amtrak tri p that 
was really enjoyab le eve n without 
a sleeping co mpartment. I left 
Hamilton on Saturday morning , 
took Southwest Chief out of Chi­
cago and arr ived in San Diego on 
Monday morning . After four days 

are hoping to attend the reunion. 
O f course Bill and Wilma M cKinzie 
will be th ere. Both were mi ssed 
last year because of an automobile 
acc ident that left Wilma with some 
bruises. 

Orin and Nell Ledbetter are 
already making pl ans to attend. 
"Way to go! " Tony and Lois Kudrna 
snowbirded to Florida for the win­
ter and no doubt will attend the 
2001 Reunion. Nick and Ginny 
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there I went up to San Franc isco, 
rented a car a few days then took 
the California Zephyr back home. 

My tra nsvan is sittin g in the 
back yard waiting for me to jump 
into it and go but maybe it 's 
made it 's last trip by me. Gas for 
i t to o high for miles traveled. 
A nybody want to mak e an offer? 
I ' ll delive r it. 

Checking my mailing list of 
305 Engin ee rs l iv ing in Virginia 
gives me hope that so me new 
(old) faces will be seen at th e 
Hampton (2001) reunion . When 
yo u rece ive th e reg istration let­
ter, make plans 0 be th ere. Th e 
good times are not over yet and 
this is an opportunity you should 
not pas~ up . 

Russell Sick, Post Commander 

Grossi will make the long trip from 
Settle. Continuing from the west 
coast, Irv and Hilda Robin son will 
be th ere. Wow! " Way to go". I 
have not heard either w ay from 
CD. but hope he and Louise will 
attend . 

So long for now. Hope to see 
ya'al in Hampton, VA for a great 
Reunion. God Bless. 

Gerald Ohlm an, Commander 
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seCincinnati 
Post #34 

The Cincinnati Post #34 met 
Sunday for lunch and I was asked 
to send in a report, I took several 
pictures, but later found I had no 

. fi lm in the camera. 
Cincinnat i Post 34 meets ev­

ery month on the first Sunday for 
lunch during the dark months and 
beginning in Ap ri l we will change 
to five O'clock d inners. The Post 
has dwindled to just a :group" but 
we st ill want to remain loyal to our 
Eightieth Div ision veterans. 

Our Christmas party was at 
Dante restaurant at the Imperial 
Motel on Rive r boat Row, in New­
port. On Sunday 4 February we 
had lunch at "Jeckles at Hyde 
Park". Present were Stan & Gladys 
Benzinger, Art & Grace Rehling, 
Jesse & Jean Obe l, Betty Cammerer, 
Melda Schmidt, PNp, Floyd Warner 
with his so n Dale and his w ife 
He ll a, Howard & Lucky Macke 
and Russe ll Sick, PNC. I 'll say 
somebody is do ing a fine job to 
select the locations and making all 
the arrangemen ts. 

Best regards to all our friends 
and the readers of the Blue Ridge. 

Submitted by Russell Sick, PNC 
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Co. L 319th Inf. 

Thank God it's getting close to 
springtime and the nasty w inter 
weat he r is nearly behind us. I 
hope all of you will quick ly shed 
the Wi nter Doldrums and feel 
that spri ng come back into your 
steps. Ah, the though of the warm 
sunshine and the longer days of 
light makes me fee l l i ke Little 
Orphan Annie "Good all over" 

Good news about the upcom­
ing reun ion in Hampton. Our hos­
pitality room has already been 
contracted for by Jim Young and 
will be Room 1201. For conve­
nience, my room will be 1202 so 
to be close to the action. To put it 
mi ldly, Jim is really on the ball, 
when it comes to hav ing a hospi­
tality room available for our use. 
We owe you a tremendous vote of 
gratitude Jim and I know that I 
speak for all of us when I say 
"Thank you Jim" 

I have heard from Christine 
Cooper and am happy to report 
that she is making slow but steady 
progress and shou ld be back on 
her feet, ready to join us in Hamp­
ton. 

Betts Flynn E-mailed me that 
John had a successful operation 
but is in a Rehab Facility and is in 
a lot of pain. She said that he is 
working very hard doing his Physi­
cal Therapy so he can get home 
pretty soon. Betts also told me 
that she had a colonoscopy on 
January 21 st and although not a lot 
of fun, the excellent resu lts are 
worth it. She prom ised to tell us all 
about it at the reunion. 

He len Soloninka has been in 
the hospital and soon will return 
for shoulder surgery. Let us all 
keep John and Helene in our 
prayers. 

Jim Young keeps in touch with 
me through E-mail as does John 
Flynn and Rudy Berman. Rudy is a 
great one for sending 3-mail jokes 
and hardly a week goes by that I 
don't hear from him . 

I am sti ll having my leg and hip 
prob lems and the residua l pa in I 
had after my October 7th opera­
tion will not go away. Doctors 
have prescribed Physical Therapy, 
Celebrex, xooox, Morphine- none 
of which worked and now I am 
taking Epidural Nerve blocks to try 
to remove the pain. I have taken 
5 nerve blocks up to now and have 
experienced a minor improvement 
in the pain level. I expect to con­
tinue these nerve blocks until I 
obtain some tolerable level of pain 
relief. 

I received a note and some 
pictures from Lemoyne and ev­
erything seems to be going well 
for him in sunny California. I re­
ceived a Birthday card from Lou 
Blatz and Richard and they both 
appear to be enjoying life. Bi ll and 
Billie keep in touch occasionally 
by phone and it appears that life in 
Kansas keeps them busy. Many 
thanks to all who favored Maria 
and I w!th greeting cards during 
the ChrIStmas season. Included 
with the cards were notes from 
Faye Anderson, Helen Haddock 
and Pearl Grady, Faye told us she 
is heavily involved with her Grand 
Kids. Helen says she is still deep ly 
invo lved in her bowling and does 
extensive traveling when not bowl-
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Company L 318 

Company L-318 is meeting in 
Logan, Ohio for a Company Re­
union at the Bear Run Inn on the 
north side of Logan, about four 
miles out, on 11,12 and 13th Sep­
tember 2001 . All 80th men in­
vited and more so if you are L-
31B, we wou ld love to have you 
JOin us. Come join in and win the 
war once again. Be nice if you 
would let us know if you are com­
ing. Bob Wilson 506 Tomlinson 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46222-3248. 
317 - 244-0226 E-mail Address: 
rdmvw98rdmvw1998@yahoo.com 

ing. Pearl writes that she often 
thinks of her visits with the Com­
pany L family at the reunions and 
how much she misses Bob. 

I had a letter from myoid 
foxhole buddy, Gayle Baker who 
was Squad Leader of the 3rd Squad, 
3rd Platoon. He and his wife Gloria 
a~e well and Gayle is recovering 
nicely from his heart problems. 

So much for now. Save up your 
pennies for another great get to 
together in Hampton. Stay healthy 
so that you can take advantage of 
this once a year opportunity to 
meet and greet old friends and 
combat buddies. Soon you will be 
getting your Registration Forms. 
Get your paper work in early. 
Please don't put it aside. Make 
your plans to be in Hampton NOW. 

Hank Einolf. 
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Post #32 

Not mu ch acti on here in read ­
ing or at least I haven' t heard 
about it. We do have a death to 
report, Th omas M cMullen re ports 
his brother-in-law Robert Brockmeir 
606 Tafel St. Cincinnati , O H Ca n­
no n Co mpany passed aw ay re ­
ce ntly. 

Also Warre n Burkhart had two 
stays in th e h ospital as hi s doctor 
used "generi c" staples (H a, Ha) 
and after a day at home, he had to 
return and have repairs made. He 
is slowly recovering . 

Frank Bettencourt had a kid­
ney removed and is und er the 
abl e care wife and nurse M ary at 
ho me and hopes to be up and 
around soon. 

Florida is losing one o f their 
snow birds as th e Th ynger's are 
returning to li ve in "Gods Coun­
t ry" to be nea r their children . 
Both are having health problems, 
like the rest of us . 

Our next breakfast mee ting 
will be he ld at Crystal Springs 
Restaurant on 17 March, 9 A.M. 
St. Pattys day, wear your green, 
come green or not.. "Its free ." At 
our Christmas Dinner w e had 27 
people and they enjoyed th eir 
se lves. 

Perhaps our post will be able 
to afford a bus to go to th e Re­
union in Hampton, VA in August. 
I' m checking pri ces as of now. 

More bad news, Thi eves broke 
into Karl and Audry Blocker's home, 
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Co. M 318th Inf. 
Post #44 

Bill Ke ss ler writes, he ca ll ed 
Fred Opel and Bob Murrell, but 
neither was home, he has arthriti s 
in th e shoulders and heart prob­
lem, gets over to the club to pl ay 
G in Rummy, didn 't say if he win s 
o r loses". jack Stumcke has had a 
bout with hi s hea lth, but still thinks 
and ca lls around to different M 
men,,,. On a sad note, we have 
lost another " M " man to our Su­
p rem e Co mmander. M ari o n 
Co urtney passed away on 1/2 0/ 
01 , after a long illn ess . Mari on was 
one o f the few who made several 
reunions. His wife Betty passed 
aw ay last year. I will miss both o f 
t hem . 

whil e they w ere away at church 
and stole mon ey and oth er valu­
ables. My own home was broken 
into twice, so I know the fru stra ­
t ion . 

I am planning a farewell (?) 
trip to England and Europe for the 
month of April and hope to see all 
my friends one more time. Hope­
fully all my friend s w ill open their 
doors and wel com e me with open 
arms? I wish and hope!! 

PNC Lou Shirey Sect/Treas 

NO REPORT: 

Ren. Post #37 

Post #36 3d Bn., 
317Inf. 

As I have done in previou s 
years, I 've taken th e liberty of 
abstracti ng a few w ords from Ch ri st­
mas ca rds whi ch, I hope, may be 
of interest to many. 

From O . E. And Lucille Clark : 
"It's been a very bl essed year for 
us ." George and Dolly Crofoot 
"Have a nice holiday." We under­
stand George is having medica l 
problems. Paul Cowgill mentions 
th e ranks are "getting thinn er. " 
Paul res ides in a M asonic facility. 
Opal Finch says 2000 has not bee n 
her best-had two sess ions in th e 
hospital with hea rt problems. Sh e 
is fortunate and bl essed to be 
home with wond erful neighbors 
and fri ends . Rev. Frank Florence 
has had physical problems and 
w as in the hospital several tim es 
since Thanksgiving. We hope Frank, 
at thi s w riting , you are showing 
sign s of improvement. 

From Rex and Cecelia Kibbe: 
"Glad to see Parks at th e reunion ." 
Th ey mention ed th at they hadn' t 
seen Bill Cyrana th ere. The Kibbes 
are busy. In May they went to 
Seattl e for grandson'S college grad u­
ation . Painted outside of house 
this summer. If roads are good will 
spend Christmas with son 42 mil es 
east of them . Rex walks a lot and 
goes to weight room 3 ti mes a 
w ee k to keep fit. First of year wi ll 
visit a son in Texas who is an 
engineer on railroad. Bill Petrollini 
writes he is feeling great (after 3 
years of misery) thanks to the man 
upstairs. Bill, gl ad t o hear th e 
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good news. Fro m Leroy and Nancy 
Pierce: he is still wo rkin g abou t 2 
days a w ee k in t he family sto re 
when needed . H e mentions t he 
heavy snow and roads slippery. 
They will spend Chri stmas with 
one of th eir sons in Ari zona. Nancy 
had her fourth kn ee o peration 
(replace ment) on Dece mber 28. 
Nancy, w e wish you w ell. 

Elli e Schaub writes: Enjoyed 
the card from the reunion. Her 
children make sure she is doing 
fine. W e didn't hear from joe and 
Paulin e Zabitchuck. Hope, joe, 
you are improving . Angelo and 
Kay Barone, Betty Hook, Bill and 
Charmaine, Martha Linck, Bob and 
joan Moorhead, Harry and Fran 
Nutting, Bob and Pauline Parks, 
Mildred Render, Bob Smith j eff 
and Mary Wignall send Holiday 
Greetings and good wi shes foe a 
Healthy New Year. 

Rose and I will be go ing down 
to Fl o rid a for january, February 
and M arch. W e don' t expect to 
counts ballots . W e also under­
stand the Ba ron es and Bob Smi th 
will attend the Florida Post meet ­
ing in ea rly March. 

Bob N ath ason , Sect. 

Brett Post #3 

The Luncheon meeting for May 
17, 2001 will be he ld at th e 
Shakespea re' s Restaurant, 1495 
Mercer Road, Ellwood City, PA 
from 12 -4 PM . Cho ice of Entrees . 
All 80th invited but must know if 
you are coming. Ca ll Helen o r M el 
beers at (72 4) 224-8956 . Letter to 
Post members will be sent ou t 
soon. 
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I- PAID ADVERTISEMENT-

MILITARY 
SERVICE 
PLAQUE 

'''' .... ",. .. , •. ", .. A" .·'U"C~H" ( f.I" 
"Clot ~ ' J ~ "m"'" '''It:"f<' ... rcr:.i<>' ..-'" nn .. 

...... ~"',.. ... ·u " .. ;·"( ~""''''I'''.i.c.r ",r--L <I'''' ~a., ... "" •. ", 

1::"" ... '" ... ","[(1'" u "" r ... _ O~V:JSi :J<!'" 
~Hl:e .. "" 1 1.- 1.."",0 .. , • "£' .... ,.,.., .. . " .. • :o,#~ 

Marvelous Military 
Memorabilia! 

Your complete "SERVICE RECORD" 
displayed as a handsome plaque. 
Your name, rank, se rial number; years 
of serv ice; and al l units served in are 
printed on 8'/2 x 11" gold parchment 
sheet and sea led inside 1 0 x 12%" 
hardwood shadow-box case . We 
furnish and install a beautiful "branch 
of service" emblem and a complete 
set of your ribbons and devices (battle 
stars, etc.) Miniature unit patches and 
NCO chevrons; full-size co mbat 
badges, w ings, office r rank insign ia 
ca n be added. (We do not in sta ll 
meda ls on the plaques.) Average cost 
is $50. Send post card with name, 
add ress, and branch of se rvice for 
deta il s. 

MILIBOOKS - Dept. A 
10410 Donoho Place 
St. Louis, MO 63131 
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DVand DV Hqs 
CO. Post #39 

Bill Elzee r and Tony Mangan 
both observed the ir 88th birthday. 
Tony on 10 January and Bi ll on 11 
January. Fondly, w e send our best 
wish es to two great guys, and we 
hope they both make it to th e 
century mark. At the time of his 
birthday, Tony ca me down w ith a 
worr isome bladder problem. Thank­
fu ll y, things worked out fine. 

Jim Se ll fina lly moved into his 
res idence in Landsdale, PA about 
20 miles from his o ld abode. He is 
slowly getting adjusted to his new 
digs, and says that in a few weeks 
he will feel right at home. His new 
address : 3316 Brittany PTE , 
Lansdale, PA 19446-6525 . Phone 
(215) 442-3884 . 

Talki ng about bi rthdays, on Feb ­
ruary 23rd, I ce leb rated my 80th ! 
You know, mentally I stil l feel bright­
eyed and bushy tailed, but physi­
cally, I 'm a tota l wreck . 

Our best to all of th e Blue 
Ridger and keep thinking HAMP­
TON, VA. CIAO 

Fred Buscarn i 

Florida Post #47 

By the time you read this we 
will already have had ou r spri ng 
meetingatthe beach in Melbourne. 
I hope not too many got sunburn. 
Walter and Chri stin e Cooper are 
hopi ng to attend if Christ ine co n­
tinues her improvement. It is our 
heartfelt wi sh that they make it. 

Whil e v isiting ou r daughter 
and family in Tampa we were able 
to stop and see Wally Ponder. He 
is looking good and hopin g to 
make an appearance at M elbourne. 

Sid Haley and his wife M arce lla 
were in Egypt enjoying all t he 
monuments and the stone work 
that the Egyptians did four to five 
thousand yea rs ago. They wi ll be 
back in time for ou r M arch get 
together. 

Our next meeting will be in 
Ocala, Florida November 2nd to 
t he 4th. It will be held at the same 
Hampton Inn as last year. It is 
located at 3434 SW Co ll ege Road, 
Ocala, FL 34755. The te lephone 
number is (352) 854-3200. Wh en 
mak ing reservations ask for Type 
C, reservations by October 19, 
2001 . The rate w ill be $6 1.00 
Doub le or Single. Rate is good 3 
days prior and 3 days afte r the 
meeting. We will have the same 
hosp itality room s. 

Remember to mark your ca l­
endars for our National Reunion 
in August at Hampton, VA. Hope 
to see you all there. 

Francis Rajni cek, Sect 
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New York Post #43 

Our next gather ing will be in 
Albany, NY at the Turf Inn . This 
will be our an nual gathering and 
election of officers and our 20TH 
POST ANNIVERSARY. Date are 
Memorial Day weekend, May 24-
28, 2001. W e wi ll have our usual 
four day gather ing and on Friday 
night we will have a big cake and 
celebrate our 20th year. Much fun 
for al l. 

Our usual meeting at the con­
ve ntion. Check bu llet in board for 
data. Our fall gatheri ng we are 
still working on, but we know the 
dates and location. Above W atkins 
Glen a.t the Glenora Wine Cellars 
overlooking beautiful Seneca Lake 
at Dundee, NY. New beautiful 
motel in a beautiful location . Dates 
are October 8-12, 2001. This is a 
Monday through Thursday pro­
gra m. Better rates and avai labi lity 
at this t ime. Something new to try? 

Barbara has been under the 
weather so I am behind schedule, 
but wi ll catch-up shortly. Hope to 
see many of you at our gatherings, 
just let me know your plans if you 
plan to attend. Al l are welcome .. . 
Ed Bredbenner Sect 

(Editor note) Let us all send 
Barbara a get well ca rd , she has 
had surgery and an infection in 
her head. H er add ress : 141 
Honness Lane Ithca, NY 14850-
6253. 
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(*oAll of the past National & Honorary Commanders are 
looking forward to seeing you at the 82'( Annual Reunion 

August 19 to 25, 2001 in Hampton, Virginia 

Russell Sick, President 
Frank Terrizzi, Vice President 

Felix Cistolo, Secretary / Treasurer 

Brett Post No.3 
Pittsburgh 

Mike Evanovich, Commander 
371 Shady Ave. 

Wilmerding PA 15148-1345 

Melvin Beers, 
Secretary !Treasurer 

Greater Reading Post No. 32 
Phil W. Piergrossi, Commander 

PNC LOll Shirey, Sec't/Treas. 
141 5 Lorraine Road 

Reading,PA 19604-1861 
Phone: 610-478-9034 

Breakfast Meetings 9 a.m. 
Crystal springs Restaurant 

3rd Saturday of March, June & Sept. 

CINCINNATI 
POST #34 
Floyd Warner 
Commander 

Art Rehling, Treasurer 
4656 McNeil Ave. , Cincinnati OH 452 12-254 1 

(5 13) 631 -0031 

David C. Orr, Post Rep. 
831 Phillips SI. Grayvi ll e. IL 62844-17 11 

30 

3rd BN., 317th INF. 
POST #36 

Robert W. Smith 
Commander 

Robert N. Nathason 
Secretary / Treasurer 

LANE-HAll 
POST #42 

Director: Dominick Abbruzzese 
Director: Lee R. Hatcher 

Jim Phillips, Secretary I Treasurer 

420 South Hanover St. 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 -2 518 

(717) 367-5094 

305th 
Engineer Battalion 

Post No. 40 
Russell P. Sick, Commander 

31 31 Pleasant Avenue 
Hamilton, OH 45015-1740 

Byron Dovenbarger, Secretary 
3755 Meadowbrook Drive 

Zanesville, OH 43701-1121 

2001 DUES NOW PAYABLE 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

80th Division Veterans Association 
630 Pennsylvania Ave., O akmont, PA 15139- 1574 

o New Member o Renewal 

Desiring to lIIoinfain liaison and comradeship with the men of the Blue Ridge 
Divisioll ... and fo receive the quarterly Blue Ridge Service Magazille, I 
desire to enroll as a member. Enclosed $10.00 dues for one year. 

NAM E ________________________________ UNIT: ____________ _ 

ADDRESS : 

CITY / STATE / ZIP + FOUR: ______ _____________________ _ 

PHON E ______________________________________________ __ 

Make Remittance Payable to: 80th Divisjon Veterans A ssociation . 

NATIONAL LADIES AUXILIARY 
2000-2001 

Cara Lee Davis, President 

Charmaine Laing, 1 st Vice President 
Id a Reilinger, 2nd Vice President 

Rose Palmietto , Secre t ary - Helen Beers, Treasurer 
Kay Rajnicek, Chaplain - Rita Kutsch, Historian 

Doris Murrell , Sgt. at Arms - Helen West, Sgt. at Arms 

Co. "H" 319th Inf 
POST #33 

ORAN LEDBETTER 
Commander 

IRV ROBINSON 
Secretary 

31 

FLORIDA 
POST #47 

George M. Bell Sr . (F-319) 
Commander 

Francis Rajnicek 
Secretary 

215 Bill Allen Circle, W 
Sabastian, FL 32958 


