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Veterans Association 

BLUE RIDGE 
The Service Magazine 

The official quarterly publication by the 80th Division Veterans Assoc iation . (Incor
porated as a not-for-prof it organization in the State of Penn sylvania) . 

Secretary/Editor 
Robert T. Murrell 

630 Penna . Ave. , Oakmont , PA 15139-1574 
41 2-828-7651 e-mail: divinf80 @a ol.colll 

Ali comlllunications , inc luding arti c les , photos , news ite ms for publication , c hanges 
of address , dues remittances and death notices should be addressed to the Secretary/ 
Editor. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 2000-2001 
National Commander 

Robert H. Burrows (Hq 317th) 
P.O . Box 453 , Broomfield, CO 80020-0453 (303) 466-5818 

Sr. Vi ce Commander 
PNC Clarence Brockman (Hq-317) 

334 Fa nnie Street, McDon al d, PA 15027- 1273 (724) lJ16-2044 
2nd Vice Co mmander 

Eric Reilinger (Hq 3rd Bn-317) 
3000 Sou th A 1 A Hwy, Mel bourne Beac h, FL 32951 -342 1 

3rd Vi ce Commande r 
Archer H. Futch (G -317) 

1252 We stbroo k Place, Livermore , CA 94550-6430 (92 5 ) 447-4858 

Secretary/Ed itor ...... ..... .. ............... .......... .. .... ........ .... ... ...... Robcrt T. Murrell (M -3 18) 
630 Pennsylvania Ave ., Oakmont, PA 15139-1 574 , (4 12) 828-765 I 

Chaplain .... ... ... ... ..... .. ..... ... ..... ........... ...... .... ... ....... .......... ... Col. John O . Woods (DIIQ) 
Judge Advocate ....... ...... .... ...... ...... .... ..... ... ... ... ... ..... .... .. Richard A. Wilm c r (l-Iq. -314) 
Historian ..... .... .... ......... ......... ........ .... .. ... ... ........ ....... . Edg ar E. Brcdbcnncr Jr. (13-3 18) 
Service Officer ... .............. .... .......... .... ........... ........ . ...... .. felix J . C istolo (G -3 17) 
Flag Sergeant ... ...... ..... ..... ..... ........ .... ........ ... .. ........... ...... .. Andrew B. Fc rc ns (M -3 17) 
Color Sergeant .. ............ ........ ...... ......... ............. ....... ... .. Albert.l . Cresson (C-3 15 FA) 
Sergeant-at-Arms .... ... ............... .......... .... .. ..... ...... . ..... .... .. ..... .... Don Davi s (K -3 19) 
Publi c Affairs Offi cer .. .......... ...... .... ......... ..... . .... George Y. West (C-3 Il1) 

TRUSTEES 
I Year; Robert W. Smith (K -317) 

2 Year; Felix Ci stolo (G-3l7) 
3 Year; Robert N. N athason (L-3 17) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
1 Year 

George V. West (G -3 18) 
Louis Cayer (80th SIG) 

Joe H. Hege , J r. (80th RCN) 

2 

2 Years 
Mel vin C. Beers (C -3 19) 

W alton W . Spang ler (A-319) 
Robert l. Simpson (1 -317) 

3 Years 
Ge rald V . Myers (G-31 7) 
Laverne J. Schock (F-317) 

Tom Pappas (F-318) 

Commander's Corner 
81 st Annual reunion over and hopefully everyone who attended had 

a great time! 319 registered a few complaints, a few accolades. Balance 's 
out. Most of all th e ca maraderie remains. (Why not, after all your sacrifices 
and do not forget the adventures) . 

Hope all had a great Holiday season . W e have much to be thankful. 
Looking forward to the coming year! 

Not too early to be considering Hampton in August and to support 
Brock at our 82nd Reunion! 

Let us continue to look for guidance and Wisdom from Above as did 
our founding Fathers (In my book you fellows are cast from th e same Mold) 
225 years ago! 

Bob Burrows, Commander 

Secretary's REPORT 

When your Newsletter doesn 't 
arrive and you have moved and d id 
not send in your change of address, 
I get an FOE, (Forwa rding order 
expired). I then have no address to 
send your Newsletter. In addition, 
this FOE cost the Association $1 .36. 
(The entire book comes back.) 
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR NEW 
ADDRESS. LOOK AT YOUR AD
DRESS IS IT CORRECT? I'd like to 
continue your Newsletter. Also 
when you move and I get that 
change of address, this also costs 
the Association FIFTY CENTS. I BEG 
YOU SEND ME YOUR NEW AD
DRESS. 

No need to remind you of the 
month of December 1944, as most 
of you who w ere there rem ember 
that over night 150 mile ride in zero 
and snowy weather on 19 Decem
ber and going into the lines in 
Luxembou rg the next morn i ng. Most 
of us were half frozen on arrival. As 

3 

sit h'ere at the computer this 
morning and reflect back on that 
ride, it brings back memories of a 
lot of my Buddy's who didn't come 
back . Gone but not forgotten. These 
were the Hero 's in my mind, and 
will never be forgotten. 

Apologies to Alice Schmidt she 
was listed under the pictu re in the 
last issue as a PNC, should read 
PNp, ... HELP. .. Lewis Murray the 
son of Russell E. Murray (Age 26) 
who was Commander of the 2nd 
Battalion 317 going to England, 
until late September 1944 would 
like to hear from anyone of the 
317t:l that remembers h is father .... 
This is your last chance to get your 
story in of where and how you 
fought in WWII. I have over 100 
pages of stories of the men who 
have sent in their story. I'm holding 
to have a few more stories . Do you 
w ant your story in the book? Send 
it in , Please. 



.Go

B
 B

h 
E

 S
B

coE
=

s
*=

+
 g-H

 -i=
 =

 5 =
 E

 u- 3

=
sR

 rsS
 igS

 =
C

g F
=

E
 ficE

 eiF
dl=

 
:=

E
 

-=
"d=

 E
a=

 
S

?- 
*i:'- 

E
e'N

: 
o>

 
=

tj 
-. 

3
;-=

._ra* E
E

- sR
p "=

i 
E

a=
+

 =
E

:
sE

=
 =

S
E

 .:€ =
gg E

=
-=

 E
E

E
 E

=
E

E
iE

 s.=
=

 =
-d 

9"5- =
--s E

€E
 E

E
E

=
3=

 
;3=

 
5=

3 
;3_: 

=
=

U
)

LOA--ts-e)
l=

l
a

-OzOt-F-\J

- c)

-

oE
 

C
D

 l'- 
c

"'=
 

cD
 cD

 
t

5=
l!i 

c

=
- 

6@

>
EU

O
=

=
-

a 
cE

. 
cu 

- o>
.

-E
U

o-L
h 

- 
c 

^- 
6

l- 
E

i5 s"€
uy-44-
F

6LL

€ i --.S
 =

'9
.=

J>
=

>
- 

o

N
I

o\o\o\rir^
- t)-(.)(art-- A

,
--€)
H.-\irl

c,.:.--.y9=
 

9.+
 g E

 +
 i. 

=
 99p".9p9:: E

:=
P

=
E

,?E
=

53>
P

P
 

P
33

:9.=
o 

=
 i 

-:7, =
=

 
=

.4 
a 

/.-=
.=

 
2.1 

: 
*-c 

i-:o?o?.?>
:>

o<
oo?.?.? 

?o?o?
-o* 

-.94, 
l.2i 

5 
O

; 
i-=

5.2-c 
=

';_5>
ii--F

-_E
G

o:Z
c:c: 

<
+

2
=

?E
Q

to-=
'*=

 
-:7; 

--.o=
i-i;;=

=
+

 
=

3E
=

=
- 

qc:
E

;l''r- 
i./=

:i=
- 

>
--q 

c, ^*-:=
=

'i--oE
Lc

o>
 

o:- 
-';. 

y
r:;i2:=

=
;:i=

e_ aE
rl=

Ii;;=
i 

.,:E
=

=
 

d
^.9 

=
il 

t 
A

 I 
cr

9.=
 

-E
1.=

 
i;5o.-:c 

)u-=
<

 
'o 

cJ-. 
.9

{-=
t=

-a=
5:-*sia 

9_-1.?=
 

xzio 
. 

c 
u

7ua)"a7=
-'-=

o,s- 
..!:=

:E
--i.=

 
-E

 
c 

=
 

E
.r.4^:-=

''-a=
:-;-/ 

a'*i\;-=
-=

 
i 

.e* 
g 

=
 

E
 

a
: 

._ 
- 

U
 

X
 .=

 .a'C
 

Y
r <

E
 

r 
: 

_- 
- 

c 
=

 
1 

: 
- O

 r 
C

 
(, 

_ 
- 

E
 

6 
H

 
. @

 
ij

!..t_z 
,,!>

:;ii 
q:;Z

:r;=
=

n 
=

 
F

=
 

+
 

L<
=

E
i :.=

E
 j:E

ai i t=
i€ .; ii =

;! E
a=

E
F

 5 E
E

"B
_E

 3J=
E

=
c s,E

E

=
;: :itt 

s;E
;:";y?;=

i7;*=
€ i; 

E
 f:gE

F
:n;ssF

E
E

q
* r-=

 
:;'. 

yl. -€ 3a =
 "5=

 j i 
=

-: =
i 

fj 
E

 
=

 i =
k e p a-=

: 
E

 -e 
E

;
- :gg gIi=

:! E
C

"iE
.9 -=

=
 E

;:;;=
 iE

E
E

E
iE

=
E

F
E

E
E

F
E

F
C

g

i =
'€ .=

, 
A

 i 
=

 .: r+
 )-=

 ! =
 >

) j 
L a.?2.-

r.- =
;.-_,- 

rtJ. ? j, i'_t=
; 

Z
 .=

7 :-i.=
 

=
 a >

 _ a-:
: 

\ 
- 

-+
 -. - 

=
 

^ 
E

/1 
-: 

:'- 
>

->
A

=
 

=
 aL 

| 
=

 3 :.3=
 

? ? V
=

 
=

:./_ =
 , =

 / 
-7- 

r >
^- +

 - =
 >

4t 
=

 i=
:=

 
_

'E
+

 ^ t2x 
=

-, 
t - 2--=

'=
 

?-d 
c ;' - 9 )ii

;: at =
rJ =

=
 :t 

;=
=

 : :- :;; 
3 : 5 i 

P
+

 ] 
-3 

i- 
-=

 "'i 
=

 i5 
.11'n=

 
6-a9U

- 
o

6 !',a !=
t^z 

;71 
3 ; . a =

; 
: P

:E
€.,P

f
- 

-.^ l-l 
i 

v 
- 

- 
=

 
,'.i 

I 
: 

Y
 - 

: 
-: 

: 
a- - 

2 
z 

=
'

- 
J-: 

r 
- 

r 
; 

; 
N

 
L 

=
 

;,=
 

" 
=

' 
J, 

=
 

=
-

i o- r: 
'; i - t 71I 

>
 =

 .1 
,; ii=

 
+

 o - ! +
 '

i =
; =

 I : =
: 

=
 s € r- j;: 

a =
 2; 

^e t ! =
 i t

- 
--',-t'r 

r.i.Li-N
 

-;_j 
=

 ): 
O

E
 

.,-, 
i 

F
:t- 

-
't^ =

 ?.: 
=

 
- 

? 
_ : 

1; .. 
- 

1 
3 

.r --, I 
-7 \) 

-^ =
 J - 

-C
- 

1 -c. -,.-,': 
: 

Z
--^ X

 
!=

 
: 

>
' 

: 
)' 

: 
--a

L!!yE
.,t),--

=
 - : . gv- E

U
J -sG

E
E

 ti 
i=

a'i.,€ 
E

E
 

:
>

-.E
 

I t-o 
- 

H
E

- t tcE
 :i=

=
 9?-E

E
E

 =
=

._=
:F

:l !f 
=

 i
o-U

J : -=
T

 
tn,e 

:e5) ] 
| 

=
 : E

,- ! ; { :\j. 
a aE

E
r ; i-oE

_P
o: =

; aE
-i5 " 2 iE

: 
E

 . =
 3 z -

8; i=
 =

 s=
 =

i=
t 

E
 P

E
T

+
e5-a;* E

zzE

' 
O

N
 

l'-

-=
=

=
.J-;cc?oo

o 
: 

^ 
^ 

i 
'' 

=
 

(-)J 
=

3 L; 
>

 i gE
-^: 

t--E
----=

5a^
-L^=

-c:-i<
o

;-!..q-L\=
(U

 
v 

>
a 

Y
:-m

.O
U

/:,, 
Ln:--O

>
/i 

=
'--

-'coo,€-E
.l:.=

 
E

=
=

c1--c'=
 

o O
a 

=
 O

- 
=

dZ
cc

'od;:2 
cr=

x 
P

=
=

!>
!^1)

.j=
 

O
 

a 
's 

: 
c 

I 
Y

t--LL,-L
'=

 
, 

=
 

=
 

Y
 

- 
=

 ^ 
C

, 
o* 

-
+

=
a:La-:=

=
 

n>
'=

*r:s:Lv:^

:r"=
 

C
r-C

.=
 a=

tA
 

>
 

A
=

>
- 

a 
6 

- 
- 

>
 

- 
2 

-:
L^U

->
U

.,iu

ci=
9y,.=

:F
- 

E
1p

:*:IA
5oe 

833_
.: 

O
 C

 C
.s 

O
'lJ- 

>
.=

u)

- '(J/-tir)
F

r{-r
-t
.-(1

- U
)

t'r---rif9a

O- I.-Ll.AIF
{
z

E
 g =

'=
 iE

=
t+

:T
+

 +
E

 fis 1:9;E
+

€=
:+

a+
 jH

s 9:cr:E
€918;

=
; i: =

:.e=
 _-:=

l al: i; ::i?cZ
=

=
+

:E
::[ 

3z_e i:i =
i*A

;
=

 
A

 c 
'- 

q 
i. 

c, F
 

i 
- 

=
 >

=
 

d;-c L € 
! 

o 
c 

>
 >

--.E
 

?. ,t' ^ 
I 

-'.=
 

\ 
-

-i=
 

3 ( j 
5 , E

 F
=

 U
 d.n=

 E
 =

 -:.:6"s'-.!:'-'- 
j=

:l 
:f 

3 g -i 
3E

_i =
 -

- 
_ 

o : 
t 

u 
>

*.=
r. ,=

: - : ;3€ ig=
E

: i 1! aE
; izZ

: I=
1;:F

; ! +
z=

; i 3 g+
E

3=
 =

 -,8 =
 s =

: =
:z i=

; - =
,,=

 ? r 2 +
i-+

+
i=

i !E
S

 l<
 

g 1,.-e g: i -=
X

 - 
l'l- 

6 -9 * 
.c

=
=

€ ! =
:! +

:ti;I,Y
"it=

iai:: i'=
iE

;'=
iE

S
?$;i!:I i=

rV
Z

=
>

: -::iC
 

,.=
 +

-=
;=

=
-2-. =

=
: -+

i,E
 

iZ
 

.r -f i=
+

a 
tl.=

 
=

 =
**i2=

i 
a d 16o; i a'- -.=

 -:- 
=

 i,.>
->

=
 

>
 J:- r^-: ^ i j >

:2;*: 
! 

t\p.: 
=

 i ! 
o

=
.7.- '=

E
'=

 5; 
Li=

e::: 
- 

=
=

; 
ai 

t4-:-'i.,;- 
!_-. 

\ -.n,i 
_ ir=

,- 
i

fg>
-a.9g-o-E

?E
?E

i t r;e?=
-4?, -E

>
;p i{ 4t7iS

: +
t 2 i i: 

ig f=
: -r=

;
j;; et:t;; E

I I y=
=

;r u I=
"F

;E
;;=

 g3:ei=
-e *',4;: 

+
'E

E
'a

iE
=

ir?iE
 jE

 *ii€: 
+

a 0::t,=
a=

=
=

E
E

 e 4u:-e:E
 !! 

e 5;E
 

=
=

-c.=
I 

c- .o .s +
j .u i.! 

v 
5 :-O

 
t 

c.--c.=
 

c.=
 

u 
>

uJ ^iO
--O

 
6 

a-V
.F

O
-i, 

A
 t 

a'!i-]-c 
.s c

o0c!
A

A
-- .-lrr(
z

MailBag 

LastSunday (1 0/08/2000) I heard 
the sweetest words that I have ever 
heard . My doctor came to my room 
in the hospital and sa id "we won." 
He was delighted and I was in sev
enth heaven. Doctor Ducker found 
a hidden bone spur in my vertebrae 
and was able to remove it. This has 
taken the pressure off of my nerve 
and removed the pain from my left 
leg. I am still in some pain due to the 
incision and stitches but everything is 
looking up. I ca n get in and outof bed 
with li ttle trouble and am beginning 
to walk more erect . Another few 
days and I should be out of the 
woods. Many thanks to you for your 
prayers and your concern . Doctors 
have sa id that prayers go a long way 
in helping people recover from sick
ness and surgery. I know they helped 
in my case . I'm keeping my fingers 
crossed to assure that my last hospital 
visit was my last hospital visit. Hank 
Einolf L-319 ... Frank L. Stewart B-
313th FA Bn. His wife writes he has 
Parkinson's very bad and is legally 
blind, she says he feels bad when he 
see one of his buddies are ill , or has 
passed away. Write him a line. 208 
Rice Street, Yelm, WA 98597-7625, 
Telephone 360-458-5519 ... George 
Pfeiffer writes h is Anti Tank 319 
Company was broke up when the 
other two 31 7 and 319 were not. He 
was ass igned to Company L 319 
along with four others, .and found 
later their names were not carried on 
Company L roste r. He wonders why 
his Anti Tank company was broken up 
and not the other two, also why their 
names were never entered on the L 
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McBride 
Scholarship Fund 

One again, since there was no 
takers of th e offer Bill Henry made 
of those four others who w ould 
make a donation of $500, he would 
match it, he has come forward 
again to renew offer. If nine (9) 
other will donate $200, he wi ll still 
donate $500 to the M cBr ide Fund. 
His new offer expires 1/ 1/02. 

Martelli , Dan From Reunion C-319 
Noel , Arthur W. From Reunion L-317 
Spencer, Marvin From Reunion Hq 3d Bn 317 

company roster. ... 
jack E. Wil son Hq 31 alh wril es: The 
picture in the Spring IsslIt, Ii I 2000, 
the men are from "qs COl1lpdny 318 
and 10 as follows: B,lck I\ow , eft to 
right-Eddie Baxter Delroil MI., Carl 
Widmar Crestlin e 0 11 (Deceased 
and listed in this iss lIl') , Iknny Zab
icki formerly from BrooklYIl, NY now 
living at 1550Thousdnel Odks Dr. San 
Antonio, TX 7a232-2l'l ' ,mel Car
man? Upstate, NY. rmnt Row on the 
right jim Sa lala, johnsl()wn, PA. Bal
ance unknown 10 nl(' . (relilor Note
--You fellows who live in Ihe dred o f 
the names above, check your Iele
phone directori es and sec if we Cd n 
loca te them. Thank You! ) .. . Also, Ray 
Green 320 N . 2nd Street Sandpoint, 
10 83864, Company L 319th Inf. , 
wants to know if any of you remem
ber 1 st Lt. james S. M oore who was 
transferred out to K Company in 
November 1944, and would you 
have an address or Phone number 
for him ... 

Life Plus Club 1999-2000 

Life Members who contribute 
ove r and above the Life M ember
ship. There is no set amount, it 's 
free will as of 1 December 2000, I 
may have omitted a name. I assure 
you it was not intentional. Please 
write me if I omitted your name, it 
will be corrected in the next issue 
of th e Blue Ridge. I wish to thank 
each and everyone of you who 
contribute, by donating you are 
helping to promote th e 80th Divi
sion and help one w ho may be less 
fortu nate than you o r I. 
Gentlemen: 

While some of you have been 
faithful in sending in extra for the 
Life Plus Club, due to the shrinking 
membership (just fo llow the "Taps" 
co lumn) and close to 75% having 
ta ken Life Dues, I am asking those 
of you w ho haven't been a part of 
the Club in the past to consider 
making a donation ove r and above 
your Life membership. Thank You! 
Annon 1-318 
Annon from Reunion 1-318 
Annon 1-318 
Bardinelli , Rufus L. C-305 Med 
Bell, Alvin From Reunion 80th Sig 
Beaudry, Stepan From Reunion 305th Med 
Clark, Alferd J. Hq 2nd Bn 318 
DiFonzo, Panfilo A-314 FA Bn 
Ferguson , Angus 2nd Bn Hq 319 
Goodspeed, H.L. (Peter) K-317 
Koczur, Edward J. C-318 
Martelli , Dan From Reunion C-319 
Patesel , Mrs Julia A. 
In memoryof her Husband Ed . 
Pfeiffer, George 
Pflederer, Robert 
Swisher, Jeanette Mrs 

A-319 
AT-319 

CN-319 
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in Memory of her Husband Ed 
Litwinski , Rudolph 
Vaughn , Lemoin E. 
Williams , Goerge J. 
Young, Mrs Mildred in memory 
of her Husband William 

80th Sig 
318 Med 

L-319 
E-317 

80th Rcn 

Welcome New 
Members 

Aiezza, Sal 7- 318 
55 Ten Eyck Ave 
Albany, NY 12209 

Bryan, Lynn 7-317 
6003 233rd Place SW 
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043 

Crain, Larry 1-317 Assoc 
1217 James Street 
Deer Park, MI77536-3237 

Fine, William G-318 
6983 Grassy Knoll Street 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 

Kullowatz , Vernon F. 319- Chaplain 
131 Lupine Drive 
Sequim, WA 98382-9650 

Martinovich , Pete 7-318 
496 Leroy Street 
Johnston, PA 15906-1461 

Roussel, Clifton F-318 
6083 Highway 18 
Vacherie, LA 70090-5209 
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Report on the 82nd Reunion & Convention 

Once again the 80th Division 
will meet for their Annual Reunion 
and Convention starting on 22 Au
gust through 25 August 2001 . 

We will gather for those four 
days at the Holiday Inn, 1815 West 
Mercury Blvd., Hampton, VA. The 
"Reunion Room" rate of $79.00 plus 
tax of 1 0% ($86.90 Total) will start on 
Sunday 19 August and end Saturday 
25 August. Plan to come ea rly and 
see the sights around the beautiful 
Virginia Countryside before the Fes
tivities begin. For easy access, The 
Registration Desk and all Parties will 
be on the 1 st Floor. 

Mr. Robert Carsey and his expe
rienced Hotel Staff will do their best 
to make sure we all have a happy and 
memorable time at this reunion and 
at the Holiday Inn. 

The main restaurant in the Hotel 
is the Tivoli Gardens. It is open for 
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner with a 
delightful Menu for each meal. If you 
want to eat outside of the Hotel, 
there are several fine restaurants in 
the area. 

For those of you who wish to start 
your day with a vigorous swim, the 
Hotel has both an Outdoor and In
door swimming pool. 

For those of you flying to the 
reunion, you wi ll fly into the New
port News/Williamsburg Airport. US 
Airways and United service this Air
port. Upon arrival cal l the Hotel's 
800 number (This number will be on 
the Hotel Card in the "Call to the 
Reunion letter") and a van will be 

6 

sent to pick you up. For sight seeing 
and shopping in the Hampton Area 
you can get a loca l "Trolley" to take 
you around. 

By 21 April 2001, you should 
receive the "Call to the Reunion 
Lettel·". Please return your Pre Reg
istl'ation form and check to me as 
soon as possible, so I may have a 
general idea how many to plan for. 
The sooner the better, it makes the 
job go smoother. In your letter will be 
the Hotel registration and the 800 
phone number. Please cal l the Hotel 
directly for your room resel·vations. 
Please call for your rooms also as 
soon as possible, it makes it much 
easier for the Hotel Staff to do their 
jobs properly. Also with your letter 
will be information and Registration 
Forms for a Bus trip for Friday, 24 
August from Oil :00 A.M. to 5 :00 P.M. 
This trip is being planned for us by 
Ann Phil lips Tours. On this trip you 
will visit the US Navy Shipyard at 
Norfolk, and have lunch at the Offic
er's Club, then travel to the "Mari
ners Museum" and end the trip at the 
"Glass enclosed Carousel" in beauti
ful downtown Hampton. This is a fun 
day that you won't want to miss ... 
believe me ... I've been to al l these 
places and have enjoyed all of them. 

Here is a brief description for 
each day atthe Reunion. On Wednes
day evening something exciting will 
take place, for one hour before the 
Commander 's Reception, the Holi 
day Inn will be throwing a "Special 
Happy Hour" . I'm sure we will all 

PNC Clarence Brockman at 
Memorial Service. 

look forward to thiso Thursday will 
start off with a "Coffee Break" for 
Ladies attending hom the Ladies 
National Auxiliary, later that evening 
the annual "Dugout Party" will have 
a "Picnic" flavor, and I know all will 
enjoy a Picnic without the ants! For 
entertainment, The Sawyer Sisters 
will bring back fond memories for all 
of us to relive. This is a repeat perfor
mance for them. They entertained 
us in '88 at the Norfolk Reunion . On 
Friday both the Association and Aux
iliary will hold their annual meets. 
Then off that afternoon on the Ann 
Phillips Tour. Later that evening the 
PNC and PNP will meet for their 
annual Dinners, then Unit and Post 
Parties into the night. Saturday morn -

7 

In Memory of 
All 80th Infantry 
Veterans 

This picture was taken on 
November 12, in the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church of Mc
Donald, PA. The flowers were 
donated by the Brockman fam 
ily in memory of all 80th Infan 
try Veterans of both WWI and 
WWII. 

Also along with ceremonies 
held in various Churches around 
Pennsylvania, Bob Murrell had 
a newly set 24 ' Flag Pole along 
with the American Flag donat
ed by his wife Doris, dedicated 
in his Honor for his service to his 
Country, at his church Rolling 
Hills Baptistof Penns Hills, Penn
sylvania. 

ingstartsoffthe moving and beautiful 
Memorial Service followed by the 
Installation Luncheon for the Ladies 
Auxiliary. As the sun starts to set we 
will all gatherforthe Reunion Dinner 
and Dance in the Grand Ballroom 
and after a good nights rest, off for 
home. 

When your "Cal l to the Reunion 
Letter" arrives, please read it care
fully and return all the various Reg
istration forms to all correct persons 
and please do it as soon as possible. 

Hope to see everyone in Hamp
ton this coming August. 

Clarence H. Brockman, 
PNC, Convention Chairperson 
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Biggs,Jack 
4608 SW Atom Ave. 
Lawton, OK 73505 
Rptd by Wife 

Burk, Walter J. Colonel 
4301 SO Street 
Fort Smith, AR 72903 
Rptd by Daughter Jean 

Cline, John G. 
1721 Jolynn Street NE 
Massillion , OH44646 
Rptd by son AI 

Dragan, Pete 
608 Southern Blvd NMW 
Warren , OH 44485-2550 
Rptd by Wayne Jacobs 

Forbus, Dallas G. 
100 Church Street 
Kellyton, AL 23089 
Rptd by family 

Foster, K. V. 
Park City, KY 
Rptd by Dave Orr 

Hughs, Harlan Douglas 
Not a member 
Rptd by son Mike 

LeMaire, Herman H. 
c/o 1105 Clover Hill Drive 
West Chester, PA 19382-2000 
Rptd by Son William 

McCurdy, Glenn B. 
West Salem, IL 
Rptd by Dave Orr 

Maloney, Ralph 
812 Lincoln Lake Ave 
Lowell, MI 
Rptd by Ralph Rocco 

"TAPS" 
80th Sig Murray, Russell E. Lt. Col. 

2nd Battalion Cmd 317 
6/17/00 c/o Lewis Murray 

1905 Mountain Creek Drive 

Dv Hq G-4 
Stone Mountain, GA 30087 1 0/29/00 
Rptd by son 

9/17/00 Pudelek, Paul S. F-317 
8498 Grayfield Street 

B-305 Med 
Dearborn, MI48127 -1540 10/4/00 
Rprd by Murray Kaufman 

9/17/00 Racine, William F L-317 
PO. Box 95 

M-317 
Lima, PA 19037 -0095 10/24/00 
Rptd by Bob Nathason 

11/30/00 Reger, William H. E-318 
30 Meadow Lakes Dr. 04 

K-317 
Hightstown, NJ 08520-3330 10/99 
Rptd by Daughter-in -law 

10/3/00 Swiderski, Juilan 305 Eng 
Not A Member 3/11/96 

F-319 
Rptd by Nephew Mike Hughs 

11/5/00 Widman, Carl Hq-318 
1525 Hopley Ave 

305 Eng 
Bucyrus, OH 44820-3517 No date given 

12/10/72 
Rptd by Wife Marie 

B-317 

10/29/00 

Hq-318 
9/14/00 

80th MP 

9/3/00 
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Courtesy of the 80th Infantry Division WWII 

FOLDING OUR FLAG 
Did you know that there 

is a special significance to 
each movement when our 
flag is folded? 
• The first fold of the flag is 
a symbol of life . 
• The second fold is a sym
bol of our belief in the enter
al life. 
• Fold to the left in the 
shape of a triangle, where 
our hearts lie. With our hearts 
we pledge allegiance to the flag. 
• Fold to the right as a tribute to our 
armed forces. Our armed forces 
protects our country and flag from all 
enemies, foreign or domestic. 
• Fold again to the right as a tribute 
toourcountry.lnthewordsofStephen 
Decatur: "Our count ry, may she al
ways be right, but it is still our coun
try, right or wrong." 
• Fold to the left as tribute to those 
who entered the valley of the shad
ow of death, that we might see the 
light of day. 
• Fold again to the left as a tribute to 
womanhood, for it is their faith, love, 
loyalty and devotion that have mold
ed the characters of the men and 
women who served our great coun
try. 
• Fold to the right as a tribute to 
father for he has given his son or 
daughter to the defense of our coun
try since she was born. 
• Fold from the stripes toward the 
stars, for whereas the stripes repre
sent the 13 original colonies that 
founded our republic, they are now 
embodied in the fifty sovereign states 
represented by the stars. 

9 

• Fold to the left in a shape of a 
triangle, for in the eyes of a Hebrew 
citizen, th is represents the lower 
portion ofthe seal of King David and 
King Solomon and glorifies in their 
eyes the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of jacob. 
• Fold again to the left in the shape 
of a triangle, for in the eyes of the 
Christian citizen, this represents an 
emblem of eternity and glorifies in 
their eyes, God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

When ou r flag is com pletely fold
ed, the stars are uppermost, which 
reminds of our national motto: "In 
God We Trust." 

After the flag is completely fold
ed and tucked in, it takes on the 
appearance of a three-cornered hat 
reminding us of the soldiers who 
served under General Wash ington 
and sailors and Marines who served 
under john Paul jones, followed by 
their comrades and shipmates in the 
Armed Forces of the United States 
who have preserved for us the rights, 
privileges and freedom which we 
experience today. 
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:!l-A- .-LtrTribute to a Fallen Comrade 

L to R: Fred Lam, son of Sandy Lam and nephew at' YeLl Louie; Bob Harllloll ; M,: Pak 
Lam, husband to Sandy ; Sandy Lam; Nick Grossi 

World War II 80th Infantry Divi 
sion members usually came from the 
east Coast and th e area from Virgin 
ia's Blue Ridge Mountains to the 
Mississippi Valley. Westerners from 
beyond the Valley tended to be thin 
on the ground and westerners from 
Puget Sound and Seattle were rare. 
Rare, indeed, were 80th soldiers 
from Seattle and of Chinese ancestry. 
But, there was one. 

Nick Grossi and I along with my 
wife (Gina Harmon), found the grave 
of Private Yeu Louie, of Seattle and of 
the 31 7th Infantry Regi ment of the 
80th Infantry Division, in Lake View 
Cemetery this year. We contacted 
the Wing Luke Museum and the 
American Legion Post #186 ("Ca
thay Post") and-th rough them-con
tacted a surviving sister of Pvt. Louie, 

10 

Mrs Pak Lam, of Seattle. Nick and I 
and all the others involved set up a 
Commemorat ive Ceremony for 22 
September 2000, the 56 th anniver
sary of Pvt. Louie's dea th in action in 
Lorraine, France wi th the Third Army. 

Private Yeu Louie, born Septem
ber 28,1923 , was Kill ed In Action 
with the 317th Infantry in the Moselle 
Valley of eastern France on Septem
ber 22nd, 1944. He is buri ed in 
Seattle, WA. as local members of the 
80th Association recently discovered. 

Seattleites Nick Grossi and Bob 
Harmon - both of the 319th Infantry 
graduated together from Seattle 
University with the class of 1950. 
Together with a local American Le
gion group. Cathay Post 186, and 
several Alumni of Seattle University. 
A lovely bouquet of flowers from the 

Seattle University Campus was laid 
on the grave. Lt. Colonel Kerry Ab
ington, Department Head, R.O.T.C , 
attended in uniform and marched 
with the Color Guard to the grave 
si te. Also in attendance Neil Harmon 
and Judge Walter W ebster (USAF 
Colonel Rtd) and Cal Fung a member 
of Cathay Post. Gregory Barlow MED, 
& Patrick Brady (Medal of Honor) 
Two R.O.T.C Major Generals sent 
their condolences to the family. Also 
involved was the ground crews at 
Seattle University, and Seattle Alum
ni. 

Commemorative ceremonies 
were held at Pvt. Louie's grave on 
September 22nd, the 56th anniver
sary of his death. Present were Mrs. 
"Sandy" Lam, a surviving sister of Pvt. 
Louie and her husband and son . 

II 

Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, 
Washington. September 22nd, 2000. 
Grave oj" Pvt. Yeu Louie, 317th In{ 
Born , Sept. 28, 1922. KIA with the 
80th Di vision, in eastern France, 
Sept. 2211(/, 1944 

below: Memorial Ceremony. 

Cathay Post 186 sent their Color 
Guard and arranged for TAPS. Mrs. 
Lam was presented with a folder 
carrying t he correspondence and 
arrangements for the ceremonies, 
plus some nice 80th Division me
mentoes thoughtfully provided by 
Association Secretary Bob Murrell . 
Cathay Post laid a wreath on the 
Grave and a bouquet of flowers from 
the Seattle University campus was 
offered. Cathay Post 186 has always 
honored Pvt. Yeu Louie on Memorial 
Day and, from now on (for a few 
years yet will join with local 80th 
Division veterans in commemora
tion on September 22nd. 
Copy provided by Nick Grossi & Bob 
Harmon, 319th Infantry and Ray
mond Lew, ex-Sgt, U.S. Army, WWII 
member, and Cathay Post 186. 
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tl,- RETURN TO WEIMAR, GERMANY 
By ERIC REILINGER 

Abol'e: Gravesite oj 19 German soldiers. Sid Haley and Dick Bobb preselltillg 
flowers. RighI: Dick Bobb, Med 2nd BN, 317th; Sid Haley, Co. H, 317th; .fern' 
Spellman, Med 3rd BN, 317th; Archer Futch, Co G, 317117; Pele Mavel; 305 Ellgr '.\' ; 
Eric Reilingel; HDQ CO, 3 BN, 3171h, and Bill Laing, Co G, 3191h. 

In April 1945, as the 80th Divi
sion advanced toward the city of 
Weimar, in the Thuringia Region of 
Germany, one of the American Reg
imental Commander, Col. Costello 
issued an ultimatum to turn over the 
city or face total destruction. Al 
though Hitler's orders were to fight 
to the last man, the town fathers 
courageously and wisely accepted 
the American offer and surrendered 
their historically significant city. In 
1999 Weimar was voted the Culture 
City of Europe by the European Union. 
To help celebrate, veterans of The 
80th Division were invited back to 
attend a Memorial ceremony at the 
former Buckenwald Concentration 
Camp, near Weimar. During that 
return trip, two German Weimar 
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citizens, Hans Stadelman and Bernd 
Schmidt, together with the visiting 
Veterans agreed that the 1945 turn 
over of Weimar deserved a perma
nent memorial. We all kicked in 
some money and a long process of 
approving the wording and the loca
tion of the memorial started . 

Credit must be given to Sid Ha
ley, who coordinated for the 80th 
Division Veterans and Bernd 
Schmidt, who did the leg work in 
Weimar. It was a difficult and ardu
ous effort, but the results are most 
gratifying. The following is a short 
travelogue including the unveiling of 
the 80th Division Memorial Plaque in 
the Rathaus (City Hall) of Weimar. 
On Thursday, October 5th seven 
Veterans, four wives one son and 

one grandson met at Frankfurt Air
port for the 41/2 hour bus ride to 
Weimar. We arrived at our hotel at 
5:30 PM. and were immediately 
told that the Lord Mayor of Weimar 
arranged a formal reception for 6:00 
PM .. We quickly cleaned up, met 
with the mayor, and a mayor from 
the nearby village of Troistadt. After 
some speeches and pleasantries we 
had our first German meal. 

Friday, October 6th involved a 
tour of the Buchenwald Concentra
tion Camp for some of our group and 
a guided city tour for the others. That 
evening we were invited to a local 

club where a diverse group of citi
zens made us feel at home by per
forming line dancing complete with 
western wear. 

Saturday, October 7th was a 
cold rainy day. Our bus took us to the 
city hall. The marketplace in front of 
the city hall had a covered stage set
up and there was a huge tent with 
seating capacity for 200. A large 
group of locals was assembled to 
listen to the 40 piece U. S. Army
Europe Band, who were there be-

13 

cause of Sid Haley's efforts. There 
were the inevitable long speeches by 
the mayor, the American Consul 
General from Leipzig, and an Amer
ican BrigadierGeneral. (Deputy Chief 
of Staff, HQ US Army Europe). Sid 
Haley, Dr. Richard Bobb and Eric 
Reilinger spoke for the veterans. The 
last speaker was the local historian 
who gave a long detailed account of 
the happenings in April, 1945, when 
the 80th took over Weimar. This was 
primarily for the German audience. 
Then came the actual unveiling of 
the plaque, which is located in a most 
conspicuous spot in the main en-

trance hall of the City 
Hall. There was much 
picture taking. local TV 
coverage and cover
age by the LTS Army 
Europe news people, 
interspersed by good 
musical entertainment 
by the army band. We 
were proud to be the 
guests of honor and 
savored the attention 
given to us. 

Sunday, October 
8th. We went by bus to 
the tiny, picturesque 

village of Troistadt, a subu rb of We
imar. The entire village, of two hun
dred eleven inhabitants, was there 
to welcome us. After coffee, juice, 
beer and cakes we attended a very 
nice church service, in the 750 year 
old church. The village mayor is also 
the pastor of the church. After the 
service another plaque was unveiled 
at the house where the surrender 
negotiations for Weimar were held. 
This was in memory of the 1945 
mayor of Troistadt who delivered the 
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American ultimatum, which saved 
the Culture City Weimar. A coura
geous act, considering the mood at 
the time. In the afternoon we were 
treated to a sumptuous meal pre
pared by the local women. After 
lunch the entire town proceeded to 
a remote cemetery in the woods 
where 19 local German soldiers are 
buried. These men died in the last 
days of the war. The 80th Veterans 
laid a wreath by the graves and Dick 
Bobb gave a brief address, stressing 
German/American friendship. Later 
in the afternoon we were enter
tained by a Philharmonic Choir, with 
classical music. The outpouring of 
friendship by an entire vi llage was 
genuine arid heart warming. 

14 

Above Lefi: Eric Reilinger; Charmaine 
Laing, and Bill Laing, with Memor." 
Stone Plaques presented by Volker 
Stiefel. Above Right: Tim Rice, Grand
son of Harry Hammond (deceased) Co. 
L, 3/7th. Leji: Millie Waters, Public 
Affairs Specialist, HQ USAREUR; 
Rernd Schmidt. Weimar Coordinat(JI; 
Albert "Sid" Haley, Trip coordinator for 
veterans. 

Monday, October 9th, we were 
the guests of the German/American 
Club of Erfurt, the medieval Univer
sity City. Our contingent was broken 
up into small groups assigned to 
knowledgeable English speaking 
guides to tour the city. After lunch, at 
a typical American restaurant, we 
were escorted to the Thuringia State 
Chancellery. This is an impressive, 
medieval castle in the center of the 
city. We met in the same room where 
Napoleon was introduced to the 
famous German poet, Gothe. Here, 
we were addressed by the Assistant 
Minister President of Thuringia, and 
his staff. They assured us to them of 
continuing American/German friend 
ship. From there our bus took us to 

Molsdorf Castle. This was MG 
McBride's headquarters in April 
1945. After an interesting guided 
tour, we went to Wachsenburg Cas
tle, near the village of Molsdorf for 
coffee and cake, before returning to 
our hotel, t ired after another busy 
day. 

Tuesday. October 10th. We 
checked out of our hotel early, to 
make our way back to Frankfurt. We 
made a stop in Eisenach, for a tour of 
the 11lh cenlury Warlburg Castle, 
high on a hill overlooking Eisenach 
and vicinity. This is the place where 
Martin Luther interpreted the New 
Testament from Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin, into German. We toured Eisen
ach (home of Johann Sebastian Bach), 
had lunch, and then on to our hotel 
near Frankfurt Airport, for the flight 

15 

Above Left: Plaque 
presented to City of 
Weimar by Veterans. 
Above Right: Hans 
Stadelman and Bernd 
Schmidt receiving 
plaques. Left: Group 
picture in frol71 of 
Molsburg Castle which 
was HQ for M(~j. Gen. 
Horace L. McBride. 

back to the US, on October 11 th, by 
most of the group, (some stayed on 
in Europe). 

All in all, it was an exciting edu
cational trip for all of us. The group 
represented the United States of 
America and the 80th Division well. 
We hope that th is visit contributed, in 
a smal l way to further improve the 
good re lations between the people 
of the two nations, who were en 
gaged in a bitter li fe or death strug
gle, a mere 55 years ago. 

The followi ng is a I ist of the of the 
veterans and their families, on the 
trip: Dick Bobb, Archer Futch, Sid & 
Marcel la Haley, Bill & Charmaine 
Laing, Pete& Bonnie Mayer, Eric and 
Ida Reilinger, Tim Rice (grandson of 
an 80th D ivision deceased veteran), 
and Jerry Spellman & son Tim. 



t--\o

iP
:+

rE
 

>
=

jT
=

i+
2!=

z'E
>

Y
+

e:'2 
=

r 
t-

Q
=

'?=
E

=
 

:l 
=

-o1 I i; 
F

.i6-o7i,',j-=
a 

-3
€ ;!:j€ 

.;: 
"4i=

53 eE
ziE

:T
; __; 

E
J;D

>
-:=

 
;=

-:!A
o=

19->
ie 

aE
o2?.'J 

(
:.F

=
" tE

i gle !s;is;! s:Y
5-i=

:E
 

:..
io5--=

t 
;ii5:P

g 
.ge-qcE

rs-5"3 
Y

i z >
.:, i ." *.i 

=
r : : =

 i =
=

_=
E

+
?"E

:=
 

=
;ie:E

; 
=

T
i!5-3aaA

- e!- =
-r ; 

o iit ; e;1iS
q t? -c E

4=
;.!=

;
+

212d; 
5-_>

=
*ii=

:
->

=
-il',+

 F
":>

 E
+

,; s* sb:;si f g s!;+
=

:
E

-ou i+
d.

5 E
ti =

; 
::l 

"{?=
J :'E

+
' *72''-'''? =

 2 ^:n
; i - t+

+
 =

=
=

z =
 F

 a s2.:F
 E

+
7=

i=
:; I -

=
 r-: =

 --E
 t, =

 =
 - >

 Z
 19 i - I - a a i.g -=

 z
gY

 E
--J---.'9- E

 i E
;3-=

p 9: iE
;.t 

*.;.u2rQ
2v:l!E

t 
gi; R

 i =
 E

=
s=

 2 zE
rE

-t =
 3-e€

- 
L 

o 
\. 

-. 
L 

- 
C

'0 .r
.>

cn-2x,c-tr;':--c
A

' 
^ 

a, 
- 

^ 
- 

- 
a, 

-=
 

J 
fr

:;lE
-o-jo>

+
Y

.A
'u'=

*Y
u-=

]j
----!r=

,4-'d
a)!cc,7a_E

-.t)7.C
r'.

c!-T
'-\c-l-.a>

->
i 

-. L E
i-o:^ 

t-.8- 
<

=
 

uS
 

g 
q oo=

 
u 

t 
>

,'t
"0-g.=

T
l_.c- 

-t
tr'-'!_
3 .q Q

=
:t 

a' 
:-- 

>
-d 

>
-

-! 
3 j;9..=

aia=
E

: 
: 

-- 
- 

=
 

- 
: 

/. 
a 

q
v::
-- - 

9 
:. U

 q 
u 

; 
: 

- 
-+

i-2=
>

-:L-(. 
I

iu-.^e>
7uud.:-

- 
w

=
 

v 
- 

\: 
\

-rL_^ur(lr^>
-L

'=
vi:U

-Y
^Lo,

-
J/_^:-

:.=
.-'i-^.r:a

-v-!-rvJa-
=

.._- 
C

- 
tf 

i.:W
-

5=
-j'=

:=
yC

/c. 
=

3a'a:-5-i6e€3.a

=
 r-' '- . ;.: ";i E

ii =
<

! i i+
i_2-.2-=

.i: i =
 lia+

>
 

=
 _E

 !;*:2.{_:t
.iiJf=

-.!v-c
i F

E
 =

 =
 i =

-l r.E
=

E
E

E
 1f E

 ;;=
;lo_Z

i; 
E

E
 :ii:;F

 
iE

!E
 

=
-Y

A
 

aT
 

!1,-J 
-

Y
v-: 

i,-f- 
I 

a 
- 

1=
 

. 
- 

^ne 
-e' 

!.=
: 

: 
>

-
5 >

€ ; ! 
E

 3* 3 - =
 oE

 -=
,-o 3=

 ; ^ e ae r'-b=
 3 E

 
", dbs, =

 yg E
 iE

tE
E

:
iz - 6 =

i d=
 tZ

f +
=

E
i;g:-s;i; 

! =
 lE

 E
 €=

*!i; =
 : -€ i i:,

>
--=

. 
-=

=
=

=
; 

:_r 
-:E

a.4,F
Q

:-i 
,*=

iA
::*i)ii:a

ruii.,g"ar;
--=

 - E
 c=

 -a-*-,;8.2 
b;if,,:.-j;1I:;€=

ii: 
i:; 

r ! 
n r =

=
 j=

 
=

', | 
>

 ; E
 =

 =
 ; : ; 

3 ; =
 I A

: i 
o ; : i 

?"+
 =

 >
 I i ! 

o -o ' 
,o E

 ' 
€ : E

 j 
t_ .- :

t : ai" 
t ;0:e 

i =
'o - p:=

:=
 Q

-' I 
dcU

 E
 aa<

 =
=

 a c- o; 
>

 ^* 
3 ; ;

e =
 =

=
 y-._-- l5=

 -; 
=

oo>
Z

 3=
 3. i >

:;a: 
it:=

=
=

;_=
 

i=
Z

 4i;-
=

 3,2=
=

=
 =

E
=

 +
2:i;=

 =
€=

 ;aaE
 -s] aiE

E
 5;=

 * =
a =

 5o=
 i=

 =
Z

t;:!=
";,+

.,=
i tZ

iZ
: F

r =
 =

 : i ;; iE
i; F

: ?i::; Z
ti?=

=
o co 

-=
 

s" 
F

=
=

'' 
*::i 

- dJl 
-=

7gtet'.2 
-.:'a-f 

,-, i,-ic-ori;6,
c =

. ^'a -:- 
d t iE

 icn y=
E

! gs i ,i:. 
2=

1E
u=

".j9F
=

 i=
:=

'i.4Z
t,E

=
:.:+

 
-:i=

 
a=

-!--i=
 

lo,rc 
>

 +
 

-r-. i 
F

 =
: 

! =
 =

 x i, !
4: +

=
e=

=
!;: i e5;* l€;E

'21aE
=

 5:J 
f *b E

<
co;3 -s;os 

E

-lla
a 

=
, 

gD
F

rr\-r=
.-

?a E
i s 

I I =
;a

=
- E

 H
 i =

=
 F

s
t 6 u ; u*i<
; 

-/ 
- 

=
 

-' 
z=

r'a 
! 

-

=
-3sE

+
igE

r-r.=
r=

-=
:- 

=
 

-rrJ
E

:l\O
G

ca 
b 

-o
Av

l. 
:: 

O
 f, C

. 
c 

!^ C
, 

-O
.f 

I 
l;:=

 
a? !, 

rc-O
 

>
-

l;N
.:Q

-c 
:--c 

a/A
 

=
:c 

=
IF

.>
 

cc/ 
L

€E
:::=

 
C

e; Z
t,i;r,q=

hE
 

:i 
U

 t
-_z 

: =
- 

- 
^ 6 

+
 S

, !yZ
;: 

E
 o=

g 
c. - I 

q 
-

-o:",o.=
#tf)

E
*!r€E

 #3i 
-:i6E

t-.i=
=

e';8E
 i 

a
;;P

=
!t 

F
rU

 
a!*€rP

3;g=
tF

--,8 
j

=
 5:>

;€ 
t 

:E
 

3_'0.-.E
t q"a ?b =

 qi 
"jS

=
_.€

ere=
ju 

=
: i 

E
:E

3-o*a*:*(=
3od>

!
/i I 

-r';:=
 

#- 
a=

 
..-=

 
.r.-' 

! 
.=

 
.-. 

; 
ad 

I
*i.!!: 

IrE
 Y

s=
!:i=

2i€*"1 fid"=
,:

F
:=

=
-3E

 =
1- $i;lE

 :l;d=
fr+

 az?:t
=

sI+
!E

 =
5P

 i::T
:E

iseE
:i:;io-

6oc.=
E

O
 

)vU
 

oO
J;-O

cA
,O

-O
u; 

-:9;;e
9::*p: p.=

 .9 g,:X
j2\ 

j=
K

 I 3 - E
R

i:a;;
5i=

E
F

=
F

 <
a€ E

E
 F

! 
=

6:8 
r=

52
iE

-=
=

=
;1 

r--o 
c=

 
.s 

-o<
Lro- 

-t--

E
.=

 
.gc,-o;=

 
=

=
=

V
.; 

P
=

G
E

9.E
{9 

o 
ijo$:-ilry 

:&
-=

9ze,L
a.- 

J 
-- 

.r 
^\.i-.=

 
d 

.=
;N

 
=

:>
.-=

 
H

 
A

, bO
_.=

., 
C

 
c=

 
Z

.=
 

c, =
 

O
.i 

O

!E
 E

fE
ie ;;*!: 

E
;s,. ltiE

; 
5c*#aE

g=
p-lt Q

+
tiE

:t
i i . : :€ ;i 

3 3 I . : .i - rc :-o v cr i 
v:2 *7 -i_: if 

4i3 
=

 a iE
c c, c, o >

-t t2 
! 

r 3=
i 

ob- qiE
 

a=
;; 

>
:: 

e-'it 
-t 

).!- 
a i 3o

_ v =
=

L 
_<

 =
'. 

7 :..i 
-'.=

 x 2=
-:, 

=
 

- =
 >

 =
 -,i 

^-" X
 !! 

-=
 

^q. =
a =

.i _>
=

- 
-J.( 

a-=
 

'' 
| =

 =
 - 

v:.., 
- 

- 
! 

.i 
r 

t 
"a; 

=
.;-O

 
3 

f=
- 

=
-i;; 

-; 
! 

- 
j 

95€ 
-=

n 
t'3_. 

a 
ar =

 c 
-'J. 

! 
r;.=

-.! 
O

--c 
c. <

--a
+

! 9=
-+

E
l t 

i;;: 
t' -=

F
=

*=
z=

iv *':; 
" : 2 =

 v =
 4=

z :: 
-=

 =
Z

pvE
 !'E

 F
=

+
 -€I;=

 i=
n;s -rF

=
* >

=
 *i +

E
 t *8. R

 g; E
; =

E
.ei.'!-o E

l9 
uiuE

 T
+

9leI; 
=

;oi-- P
'. =

.aci':E
,i:+

,i 9; is.
=

 c 
t>

=
-.=

*'i 
a 

? 
=

 
<

=
i' 

- 
v 

L: 
- 

-^? 
:G

 
, 

y--o;<
 

:+
=

 
a a-j. 

a.!
:t-: 

i; 
=

i:=
 

3 
.A

p:f 
Q

o d' A
+

 - o - \z 
rr 

L '-' ^-=
 

L -? 
E

 li H
+

 
>

i:: ?=
E

 1i=
 ?E

tli:'2",E
E

=
;i:,z=

A
+

=
€=

; s =
 =

=
Z

-i;:E
;

:* 
=

 E
-:- 

=
 =

 a e ----t-- ?=
 ii i- 

-o 7.=
-*i 

l, i: 
-'r.-I 

E
>

 - =
C

X
 !i;7--

=
 i€ 3=

 >
 5f, =

 iE
 q ;3;>

 a'?1i,=
 f:;=

E
 I: J=

i:a?;:=
 : :r E

- i g- -;; 
g:-i 

3 tE
=

'- 
a 

z t'1=
 

-c=
;t+

;-g 
5 -ip.'i 

S
 i.

F
. 

a.=
=

-7. 
x^x:=

: 
.l 

5Z
cl 

-!t,v-oc 
=

o-U
-tQ

a
=

.=
 

J,ha-ci. 
:ic,oocL 

E
6.=

iri 
-o-3ii' 

z-):-o-c 
=

E
 

idf 
g-f 

:

\o\\tq\oo\eat\aU F
)d

\{$
\roO\ca\jUea\+
h\l4A\+
r\-a-lq)

k

Co F 318 Post 46 

I'll try to catch up on news from 
those who didn't return their cards in 
time for the last newsletter. 

From ED McDONALD comes a 
copy of an autobiography of Emile 
Sinkovec, the Frenchman who aided 
our company in France. As soon as I 
have the paragraphs translated, I' ll 
send it around. 

From ROD COVEY. ... "Don't feel 
too bad, and wou Idn't know to whom 
to complain. Just had the wonderful 
experience of the birth of our first 
great-grand-daughter, Chloe Jean . 
Plan to do a little traveling. 

NICK SHEVCHUCK is "holding 
his own ... some days better than 
others." Nick (80) and M arge (76) 
just celebrated their birthdays and 
52nd anniversary. No long-range 
plans, just sharing their days and 
watching their grandson become a 
teenager .. . hoping he makes all the 
right decisions! 

From CLARENCE & MILDRED 
NICHOLSON ... " We're doing fine ... 
I pulled a hamstring a few weeks ago. 
Leg was black & blue from groin to 
toes. It's cleared up and I'm feeling 
better. Mildred had two fractures of 
her left tibia, but is comingal ongfine. 

LEN CARYL says he' ll be in Spring
field in 2001 , assuming "that the 
money hold out". 

ABOUT THE 2001 REUNION ... 
ED McDONALD wentto West Spri ng
field , M ass., to see the ·Best Western 
Hotel that has been chosen for the 
reunion ... it seems to be an exce llent 
choice; shuttle from the airport, nice 
rooms and a very friendly and coop-

16 

erative staff. Sight-seeing and other 
activities are under consideration ... 
Springfield Armory, Air Force Muse
um, "Olde Colonial Village ... are 
among them. We'll be flooding you 
with information after the first of the 
year. 

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED in 
where Company F was 56 years 
ago ... here's a few entries from the 
daily log. 

24 Dec 44--Company attacked 
northward and took defensive posi 
tion NE of Chaumont, Belgium. 

27 Dec 44--Left position at Chau
mont and went into attack NE to
ward the town of Bastogne, Belgium. 

28 Dec 44--Left position at Gran
drue and went into attack on town of 
Assenois. Contacted 101 st Airborne 
Div. at 1000. Took up defensive 
position on edge of Assenoise. 

29 Dec 44--Left Bastogne and 
marched to Assenoise, entrucked 
and joined the Division. 
Bring back some great memories? 
Have a great holiday! 

Bob Fasnacht, Secreta ry. 

317th 
/ 318th 

/ 3191h 

HISTORIES 

$20 each 
Operational History - $30 EA. 

- POSTAGE PAil) -

Robert T. Murrell 
630 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Oakmont, PA 15139-1574 

I 
i 

New York Post #43 

Another successful, wonderful 
gathering in Seneca Falls, NY. Octo
ber, 2000, leaves were colorful, 
grapes ripe and the wine flowed like 
wine. Visited the farmers market to 
stock up on apples and other fruits. 
Lunch at a winery off Seneca Lake, 
hitthe malls and ate mostofthe of the 
food. The Holiday Inn gave us a big 
suite of rooms and we had a great 
buffet Sunday noon. Thursday 
evening we had multitude of des
serts at the home of Rita and Dean 
Midley as well as some of their foods 
at the hospitality room. Had raffl es 
after dinner and the following were 
winners. 50/50 won by Pat Patterson, 
beautifu l 80th Division Clock, made 
by Jack Wilson, won by Bob Smith, 
big fruit and wine basket from the 
Norries won by won by Kay Rajnicek, 
and the basket of good ies from the 
Barones won by Leslie Patterson UI
Iri ck, and tip game won by Rita 
Midey. We had many fine gifts won 
on our white elephant raffles. We 
have designated Abe Barone our 
Captain of fund raising? 

We signed ca rds for the ailing. 
Thanks to those who brought goodies 
for hospita lity room. We have a new 
member, Charles J. Coward and wife 
Ann, Co 1-318 from Oswego, NY. 
Bud and Ann ab le to attend on 
Sunday. Weather was gloomy, but 
we lightened it up by our presence 
and all had a great time. Most stayed 
four nights and as usual we closed in 
good harmony. As we scattered about 
the East and home. The following 
attended and you can pick out the 
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Co. M 318th Inf. 

Had a letter from Ellen and pv. 
Watkins. Ellen had a back operation, 
and is doing very well , the same year 
pv. had a Pace Maker put in and is 
doing very well with it. In April pv. 
had cataract su rgery, and not to be 
out done, Ellen in August had her 
eyes done also. Glad to hear from 
these two and that they are doing 
well. W e wish everyone a Very M er
ry Christmas, a happy Hanukkah, 
and a Very Healthy New Year! 

National Officers: Barone, Bredben
ner, Coward, Margaret Donigan and 
friend Dick Gibbons, M arsh, McCor
mick, Midey, Murrell , Norry, nut
ting, Paimietto, Patterson with daugh
ter, Leslie, Rajineck, Bob Smith and 
Watson . 

Futu re gatheri ngs: next May, 
Memorial Day weekend, Turf Inn, 
Albany, NY, May 24-28,2001, Annu
al meeting and election and a big 
20th year ce lebration for the post. All 
are welcome, we just need to know 
numbers. Contact Secretary if inter
ested. Next fall , 2001, we plan to 
gather in Finger Lakes area, the beau
tiful, colorful playground of Central 
New York. A beautiful new motel 
overlooking Seneca lake. Located a 
few miles above Watkins Glen, NY. 
This is on the grounds of one of the 
larger wineries, Glenora Wine Cel
lars. This is on route 14 and called 
THE INN AT GLENORA WINE CEL
LARS. I am sure all will enjoy this 
location the beautiful facilities, Oc
tober 8-1 2, 2001. 

Ed Bredbenner, Secretary 
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Post #36 3d Bn., 
317Inf. 

Not much in news for this issue. 
keep asking to send me news, 

whatever it may be, but none or little 
has been received. 

We learned that Bob Smith and 
Angelo and Kay Barone attended the 
New York meeting in October in 
Seneca Falls. 

To those in Company L, I regret 
to report the passing of William F. 
Racine on 12 October 2000. Bi ll was 
a patient in a nursing home. He was 
employed in Chester, PA as a ma
chinist for 46 years retiring in 1986. 
While Bill seldom attended the re
unions, he was always eager to know 
and learn of any news of members in 
Company L and the 3rd battalion. He 
is survived by three sons, a brother 
and three grandchildren . 

We wish all who are burdened 
with physical problems a quick 
recovery and back to good health 
real soon . 

Bob Nathason, Sect 

DID YOU KNOW? 
1910 Domestic fridge available using 

ice blocks to cool contents 
inside. 
Invention of zipper. 
Electric self -starters for 
automobile. 

1919 80th Division Veterans 
Association formed. 

1920 The high-speed telegraph ticker 
increases speed of communica-
tions . 

Florida Post #47 

Advertised in the travel bro
chures the weather again cooperat
ed. It was clear, sunny and comfort
able during our gathering. 

The Hospitality Room was well 
frequented and supplied with ample 
food, beverages, snacks and cama
raderie. We also enjoyed the hotel's 
cop ious and various supply of com
plementary cookies. 

We were sorry to hear from Jean 
Rogowski that Harry had a stroke and 
is recovering slowly. We all wish him 
well and hope to see him in March. 

Our March meeting will be 
March 8th thru 11 th, at the Holiday 
Inn Beach resort, 2605 N. A1A, 
Melbourne, FL 32903, Phone 321-
777-4100, Room rate $85 .00, Res
ervations must be in by February 7, 
2001. 

We welcome a new member to 
our Post, Francis Maher and his wife. 

Francis Rajnicek, Sect. 

1930 Ballpoint pen . 
Vitamin pills on the market. 
Electric guitar invented. 
CAT Brain Scanner used. 
Igor Silkorsky constructs first 
helicopter 
Pharmaceutical firms develop 
sulfa drugs. 

1940 Vinyl phonograph recordings at 
three speeds: 331/3, 45, and 78 
r.p.m .'s . 

1950 Transistor radio. 

IS 

Greater Reading 
Post #32 

Not much news to report, but 
our members are alive but slowing 
down each and every day .. As my 
mom would say, "No news is good 
news". It's difficult writing a co lumn 
and noth i ng to report. 

Paul Uack) Clouser did report to 
me that he was in the hospital for nine 
days with some hea rl problems but is 
now home and back to the way he 
was. 

I'm busy getting the members to 
attend our Christmas dinner which 
we are having at the Crystal Springs 
Restaurant Sunday December 17 at 
4 PM. It is free to all members of Post 
#32. We have a choice of beef or 
chicken, fish and my favorite ham. 
Members may bring a gifl, to be 
chanced off, after the dinner. Sorry, 
no Santa Claus this yea I". 

Robert Reeser and wife Sally are 
now in a Self Care I lome. Both are 
well, but can't gel around loo good. 

Maybe by the time you read this 
we may have a NEW PRESIDENT. 
Don't hold your breath! 

Lou Shirey Secl/Treas. 

1950 Transatlantic Phone System. 
Stereo records introduced. 
Transatlantic cable telephone 
service begins 
Ultrasound is used for 
examination of the fetus during 
pregnancy 

1960 A bank installs the first 
automatic teller machine . 

1970 Floppy disc invented by IBM 

DVandDV Hqs 
CO. Post #39 

In the new membership roster 
that Mary Ann Brumfield put togeth
er for us, and was mailed to you 
recently, I made two boo boo's. 
One, I omitted Harry Reece's ad
dress and neglected to add a new 
address for Robert Hanson . I apolo
gize to these fine men. Bob's new 
address: 111 Locust St. Harrisburg, 
PA 17101-1426. If you need Harry 
Reese's address refer to the old 
roster. 

Bob Walker (C-2) wrote a nice 
letter explaining that he and Kayo 
were escorting a new 80th member 
and his wife to all the various activ
ities at the reunion and on the last 
night, he finally brought them to our 
Hospitality Suite, but unfortunately, 
Ralph Murnahan was closing fo r the 
night. Bob promised that in Hamp
ton, VA., he will make sure they get 
to meet all the Hqs gang. Bob sent 
along a healthy contribution. Thanks 
Kayo and Bob. 
I have no other news except to wish 
all Blue Ridgers a Healthy 2001. Ciao 

Fred B uscari n i Sect/Treas. 

1970 Home video recorder marketed to 
consumers 

1980 Introduction of the first practical 
pocket language translator device. 

1990 Channel tunnel connecting Great 
Britiain and France opens. 
First successful cloning of sheep. 

2000 80th Division Veterans Association 
81 years old. 
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Company L 319 

How quickly the years go by! It 
seems that only yesterday everyone 
was worrying about the Y2K cri sis. 

We've had Valentine's Day, In
come Tax Day, Mother's Day, Fa
ther's Day, Income Tax Day, Easter, 
D -Day, VE-Day, Summer Vacations, 
80th Reunion, Labor Day, Hallow
een and Thanksgiving and here we 
are getting ready to close out the 
year 2000. Time fli es. 

I hope everyon e has recovered 
from the Thanksgiving Holiday and 
wil l be well rested for the Christmas 
season and its usual last minute rush. 
Probably some of the smarter mem
bers of our group have finished their 
Christmas shopping and can now 
relax and enjoy th e weeks ahead. 
M ost of us can't. 

Early in September, I paid a vis it 
to Lorraine Sciese and she gave me 
a copy of a n ewspaper art icle about 
George. The article was well written 
and included vivid descriptions of 
some of the actions of L Company. 
Now everyone in Hancock, Md . 
knows there was an 80th D ivision 
and a Company L thanks to George. 

Jim Young E-mailed me that Dave 
Kirschbaum has successful ly under
gone Prostate surgery and is back to 
work at New Jersey's Fort Mott State 
Park. 

My sincere thanks to all of you 
who so kindly sent me get well ca rds, 
Mass Cards and calledme regarding 
my back operation on October 7th. 
operation went well and some of my 
problems were corrected. I am now 
in Physical Therapy and the Doctors 
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hope that this help alleviate some of 
the problems I still have. 

I've talked by phone a number 
of times with John Flynn and with Bill 
Krehbiel. Both are well and seem to 
be living life to the fullest. Jim Young, 
Rudy Berman and Walt Cooper thru 
Chris keep in touch with me through 
E-mail. Certainly there are others in 
our group who could pass along 
information to put in this co lumn. 
How about it Lou Blaatz, Frank So
loninka, Ray Greene, Bill Siebert, Pat 
Brassil, John Balas, Don Chism, Max 
Coleman, Marshall Hill, John Birong, 
D ave Kirsc hbaum and Lemoin 
Vaughn--I need your input! 

I hope all of you have a very 
M erry Christmas and that the New 
Year w ill bring all of us Peace, Health 
and Happiness and that come next 
August we ca n all be togethel' again . 

Hank Einolf. 

NO REPORT: 

Brett Post #3 

Cincinnati 
Post #34 

30Sth Engineers 
Post #40 

Rcn. Post #37 

Lane Hall Post #42 
313 F.A. Bn 

First, before I forget, Ruth and I 
want to wish all Post #42 members 
and friends a happy, healthy and 
prosperous NEW YEAR 2001. 
Some news from the members: 

Fran Polletti - She is doing O.K. 
Gets a little depressed. Does volun
teer work. Keeps in louch with the 
Blockers, Hatches, and others by 
way of E-mail. 

Mary Blinker slales - Well we 
made it. The 81sl Reu nion. It was 
difficult at times, but it was worth 
eve ry minute. Everyone was so help
ful. What a greal group of friends! 
They are the besl. 

The Hatches - Both doing O.K. 
Working hard on the memorial Bell 
Carillon Project for the Lorraine Cem
etery. I enjoyed all the enclosures 
and other informalion they forward
ed. Also the book "Comrades" (B roth
ers. Fathers, Heroes, Sons and Pals) 
by Stephen E. Ambrose. Thanks very 
much . If anyone is interested in 
reading this book, I wi ll be pleased to 
loan it to you . 

Walter Stec Ca lled - He was very 
interested in who allended the Re
union . He is doing O. K. Slill going 
dancing. Will try lo make t'he next 
gathering . 

No informalion aboul the mini
reunion for 2001. Bear Creek Farms 
closed from December to March . 
Will have some news after March 

2001. 
Sorry, no new mailing list. Fran 

did her part. Now it is up to me and 
my secretary RUlh . 

Post #33 Co. H, Inf. 

I haven't received any commu
nications from anyone east of the 
Mississippi . Received a call from Jean 
Poppen on Veterans day, that's Armi
stice Day in case you forgot. This year 
she's getting a new driveway. She 
ca lled because she saw an ad on TV, 
"call a Veteran", so she cal led. Her 
other news was that Ollie had so ld 
hi s ho use and moved near his 
daughter. 

Everyone at our house is in good 
shape. Hilda and I wish all of you at 
this time, we hope you had a won
derful Thanksgiving, a Happy Ha
nukkah, a very Merry Christmas and 
a happy and joyous New Year. That 
about covers all the holidays at this 
part of the year. ENJOY, HAVE FUN, 
It's later than you think. 
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Irv. Robinson, Secretary. 

I attended the ground breaking 
ceremon ies for the WW " War me
morial on 11 November 11, 2000. 
Everyth ing was well planned. There 
were thousands of people from all 
over the U.S. Not all WW " Vets. I 
did not recognize any 80th Division 
insignias. Was beginning to wonder if 
I was the on ly one. While waiting for 
the shuttle bus (when the program 
was over) I recognized P .N .C. Felix 
Cistolo. Was glad to see him. 

It is not too early to start planning 
for the 82nd, 80th Reunion in Hamp
ton, VA. Let's try to make this the 

biggest ever. 
Have a good Christmas. Send 

news. Looking forward to you soon. 
Jim Philiips SecretarylTreasurer 
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ftIrFrom aut of the past ... 
The XII Corps Moves to Luxembourg 

Three days before the beginning 
of the German thrust into the 
Ardennes, General Patton and Major 
General Hoyt S. Vanderberg met to 
discuss plans for a combined air and 
ground attack to smash through the 
German West Wall-target date, 19 
December. After three or four days 
of intense bombing by the Ninth Air 
Force and the Royal Air Force, Major 
General Manton S. Eddy's XII Corps 
would attack from the SAAR RIVER 
to penetrate the West Wall and start 
the Third Army, stymied by mud, 
reinforced concrete, and the wast
ing effort of the past battles of attri
tion, once again on the way to the 
RHINE. Patton was jubilant at the 
prospect of the biggest blitz (so he 
fondly referred to the planned air 
assault) in the Third Army 's history. 
General Eisenhower, however, did 
not conceive the attack in the Saar 
sector as the major Allied effort and 
had decided "regardless of (the) 
resu Its," to transfer divisions from 
this sector, once the attack had been 
made, to the north for the major 
assault against the Rhine and Germa
ny itself. 

Meanwhile the XII Corps had 
the task of cleaning out the German 
positions in the small forests and 
wood lots between the Saar and the 
West Wall so that no entanglement in 
these outworks would dull the full 
shock of the hard blow which was 
being readied. For this mission Gen
eral Eddy employed two infantry 
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division, the new 87th and the vet
eran 35th, their attack to begin on 16 
December. 

The fighting was extremely bit
ter, and the enemy made the Amer
icans pay dearly for each yard gained 
toward the west Wall. The superior
ity of the attacker in men and mate
rial. However, as usual was clearing 
the field, a fact of battlefield life that 
was all too evident to the German 
defenders. On the night of 16 De
cember the commander of the XC 
Corps, facing Eddy's divisions, 
warned his superiors that the Ger
man line was so thin and ragged that 
if any Americans decided on an all 
out attack neither the existing battle 
line nor the West Wall could be held. 
But in this instance the calculated risk 
assumed by Hitler in stripping the 
Army Group G sector to feed troops 
and weapons into Army Group B 
paid off. It turned out that the bat
tered and weakened German divi
sions in front of the XX Corps had 
done their job, and held long enough. 

To take the pressure off the XII 
Corps infantry Patton was preparing 
to bolster the attack with the Six 
Armored Division when General 
Bradley informed the Third Army 
commander of the day's happenings 
on the VIII Corps front. The army's 
group commander ordered that the 
10th Armored be dispatched to Mid
dleton forthwith, this move from the 
Third Army to begin on the 17th. 
General Morris started his division 

north, and Patton canceled the 6th Supreme Commander the following 
Armored attack which had been morning at Verdun. By midnight one 
poised in front of FORBACH-one of combat command of the 4th Ar-
the few occasions on which the Third mored Division was on its way north 
Army commander called off an at- to Longwy: at dawn on the 19th the 
tack that he personally had ordered. 80th Division had started for Luxem-
So far as the Third Army staff knew bourg City. And through the night 
at this stage, however, the German before the Verdun meeting the Third 
blow in the Ardennes presented no Army staff worked feverishly to draft 
dire threat and the attack on the 19th plans for the intervention of all or any 
would go as scheduled. part of Patton's forces in the battle 

But on 18 December Bradley raging in the north, for Bradley had 
called Patton to his Luxembourghead- intimated that Patton was to take 
quarters, and there Patton learned command of the VIII Corps and 
for the first time the grave situation other forces moving to its assistance. 
faced by the First Army. When asked Bradley already had directed 
what help he could give, the Third thatthe III Corps headquarters would 
Army commander repli ed that he be moved from Metz to take com-
could intervene in the battle with mand of an attack to be mounted 
three divisions "very shortly". He somewhere north of Luxembourg 
telephoned the Thirci Army chief of City. Patton's general staff, therefore, 
staff to stop the XII Corps attack prepared three plans for a counter-
forming for the following day and to attack: on the axes Neufchateau-St. 
prepare the 4th Armored and 80th Hubert; Arlon-Bastogne; and Lux-
Infantry Divisions for immediate trans- embourg-Diekirch-St. Vith. The final 
fer to Luxembourg. The 87th Divi- attack selected would, as Patton then 
sion halted its slow acivance as did saw it, to be delivered by the VIII and 
the 35th. On the move out of the rest II I Corps. When Patton arrived at 
area for assembly in preparation for Verdun on the morning of the 19th, 
the XII Corps attack, the 4th Ar- Eisenhower asked how soon the III 
mored and the 80th likewise stopped. Corps could launch its counterat-

When it became appe1rcnt by tack. Patton replied that he could 
nightfall of the 18th that the situation start a piecemeal attack in three 
on the First Army front had dcterio- days, a coordinated attack in six. The 
rated beyond expect,ltion, General Supreme Commander, who seems 
Bradley decided upon immediate to have felt that Patton was a bit too 
use of the Third Army's resources. confident subsequently informed 
Patton had returned to his command Field Marshal Montgomery that the 
post at Nancy when, a couple of counterattack from the south would 
hours before midnight, called with be made on the 23rd or 24th. 
word that conditions on the VII Corps The master plan outlined by 
front were much worse, that the Eisenhower in the Verdun meeting 
troops promised by the Third Army of the 19th turned on a major effort 
had to move at once, and that Patton to plug the holes developing in the 
was to attend a meeting with the north and the launching of a co-
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ordinated attack from the south. To be sent to Metz for much needed 
free the force needed for this initial rehabi l itation en route to the 
counterattack, Eisenhower ordered Ardennes battle. At midnight of the 
all offensive operations south of the 20th the XII Corps front was taken 
Moselle to be halted forthwith and over by Major General Wade H. 
turned over the entire Third Army Haislip's XV Corps. The 4th Armored 
sector (except for that occupied by and the 80th Infantry Divisions had 
Major General Walton H. Walker's that day passed to the command of 
XX Corps on the border of the Saar) the III Corps in the Arion sector of 
to General Devers' 6th Army Group. Bastogne. 
This northward extension of Devers' The next morning General Eddy 
command would spread the Amer- and his immediate staff departed for 
ican forces in Alsace and Lorraine Luxembourg with a new mission: to 
rather thin, but Devers (who was assume command of American troops 
present at the Verdun meeting on north and east of Luxembourg City 
the 19th) was promised some of the who had held so tenaciously along 
Third Army divisions and artillery. the southern shoulder of the original 

It was now clear that Patton German penetration. General Ed-
would be responsible for a major dy's new command, aside from corps 
effortto knife into the German south- troops, consisted of those units al-
ern flank, that he would have at least ready in the area and the 5th Infantry 
two of the three Third Army corps, Division, which had been added to 
six of its division, and the bulk of the the roster of the Third Army forma-
troops for the task. (On 20 Decem- tions rolling northward . It moved in 
ber, however, after a visit to Middle- piecemeal as it was relieved from the 
ton's command post, Patton found XX Corps' bridgehead at Saarlaut-
thatthe VIII Corps was in such shape ern. The troops in the line when Eddy 
that it could not be used offensively took over were the 4th Infantry Di-
and that the two Third Army corps vision, the 10th Armored Division 
would have to carry the ball.) A (less CCB, CCA of the 9th Armored 
telephone call from Verdun, using a Division, the 109th Infantry and 
simple code that had been arranged smaller units of the 28th Infantry 
before Patton left Nancy, informed Division.) 
the Third Army chief of staff (General When the XII Corps took control 
Hobart R. Gay) that the XII Corps was of its new zone on the 21st, the 
to disengage at once, that the com- German thrust into eastern Luxem -
mand post of Eddy's corps and an bourg had been pretty well checked. 
advance command post of the Third The three German divisions which 
Army were to transfer to Luxem- the Seventh Army had Lhrown into 
bourg City, that the 26th Infantry the initial attack were drastically 
Division was to start north on the depleted by then and apprehensive 
following morning, and that the 35th that the Americans might undertake 
Infantry Division-which had been in a counterattack in such force as to 
line for 160 consecutive days-was to penetrate this part of the Seventh 
be relived as quickly as possible and Army'sblockingpositiononthesouth-
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ern flank of the German salient. The 
Americans likewise were concerned 
lest the enemy make a last major try 
for a breakthrough before the prom
ised reinforcemenL arrived from the 
Third Army. 

There was, however, a fairly 
continuous-although jagged-line 
of defense confronLing the enemy. 
The new corps' front, facing east and 
nOl"th, reilched ff"Om Dickweiler, near 
Lhe west bclnk of the Sauer River, to 
Schieren, on the AlzeLLe River, due 
north of Luxembourg City. The east
ern wing WilS cldended by the 4th 
Infantry Division ,1Ildt<lsk forces from 
the 10th Armored Division. The north 
wing was held by the 109th Infantry 
and CCA, 9th Armored Division, 
backed by detachments from the 
10th Armored. This wing, at its west
ern tip, had been wiele open. But the 
80th Infantry Division ofthe III Corps 
was moving in Lo estilblish an exten
sion of the Americdn line beyond the 
Alzette and on the 22nd deployed to 
envelope the enemy bridgehead west 
of Ettelbruck. 

General PaUon intended to give 
General Eddy two infanLry division 
from the old Third Army front, the 
5th and 35th. The IdUer hild been 
seen very rough fighting; it would 
need some refitLing clnd for this rea
son had been orclel·ecl Lo Metz to 
reorganize before rejoining the XII 
Corps. Major Generil l S. LeRoy Ir
win's 5th Infantry Division was in 
good condition. Introduced into 
Walker's XX Corps bridgehead at 
Saarlautern to relieve the 95th Divi
sion, two of Irwin's regiments had 
attacked on the 18 and 19 Decem
ber to widen the breach made ear
lier in the main bunker lines of the 
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forward West Wall position. General 
Irwin, however, had some inkling 
that his division might soon leave the 
bridgehead for on the night of the 
19th the corps commandel· warned 
that an attack was to be help up, that 
the situation in the north was very 
much confused and that the 5th 
Division might be moved in that 
direction. The 10th Infantry division 
reserve was put on one-hour alert to 
move "in any direction." 

Genera l Walker arrived at Ir
win's command post toward noon of 
the following day. He told Irwin that 
one regi ment of the 95th wou Id 
re live the 5th Division in the bridge
head and that the XX Corps was 
pulling back across the Saar except in 
one small br idgehead . As to the 
future ~mployment of the 5th Divi
sion he had no word . More precise 
directions shortly came from the 
corps headquarters moving the 10th 
Infantry, the 818th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, and the 735th Tank Battal
ion toward Thionville on the Luxem
bourg road . The next order bade 
Irwin bring his 11 th Infantry out of 
the bridgehead during the night. 

The withdrawal of the lank and 
tank destroyer battalions, each of 
which had two companies west of 
the river, went forward by ferry in 
full daylight; by 1700 these battalions 
were on the road to Luxembourg. 
The relief of the 11 th Infantry, by an 
extension of the 2nd Infantry sector, 
began as soon as darkness settled. It 
went well also, only two casualties 
being incurred. By 1000 the next 
morning the entire regiment was in 
trucks en route to Thionville. The 
enemy was neither in strength nor 
frame of mind able to interfere with 
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the American withdrawal, although mander told General Iwrin to be 
the 2nd Infantry attempt to hide the prepared to attack north or north-
reduction of the line by increased east, or to counterattack in the south-
fire fooled the Germans one whit. east. Later General Eddy warned 
Relieved on the' night of 21 Decem- that the 10th Infantry might have to 
ber by troops of the 95th Division, go into the line that very afternoon to 
the 2nd Infantry was already rolling help the 12th Infantry restore the 
to join its sister regiments when the American positions south of Echter-
morning fog blew away. nacho The 10th did move forwal"d to 

The XII Corp's Counterattack Ernzen, but no counterattack order 
That same morning the 10th In- was forthcoming. 

fantry initiated the 5th Division fight In the meantime the 11 th Infan-
on a new battleground. Despite con- try arrived in Luxembourg City, its 
fusion, Fragmentary orders, and a mission to take over the 80th infantry 
general sense that leading columns Division positions north of the city 
of the division were moving toward between Ernzen and Reuland and 
an unknown destination and enemy, cover the deployment of the XII 
the 10th Infantry (Col. P. Bell) transfer Corps-a rather large order for a 
to Luxembourg had been accom- regimental commander, Col. Paul J. 
plished in good time. Two officers of Black, was forced to halt his column 
Iwrin's staff reached the Third Army when the 80th Infantry Division com-
headquarters in Luxembourgat 1730 mander gave him a direct order to 
on 20 December and there received keep offthe road netthen being used 
an assembly area for the regiment by the 80th for a shift west into the II I 
and some maps. Hurrying back down Corps' sector. The regimental 5-3 
the Thionville road the staff officers later reported that the 80th Division 
met the column, blacked out but had used the roads only intermit-
moving at a good clip. In the early tently during the afternoon and that 
even ing the column rolled through the 11th Infantry could have moved 
the streets of Luxembourg City, and north without difficulty. But on the 
an hour or so after midnight the first other hand Maj. General Horace L. 
trucks drove into the assembly near McBride had orders to attack the 
Rammeldange . Then the column next morning, and the Third Army 
closed, the infantry shivering out the commander, as he very well knew, 
rest of the night in the trucks, would brook no delay. In any case 

The mission of the 5th Infantry the halt of the 11th Infantry on the 
Division had not yet been defined, north edge of the city did create a 
but it was clear that it had moved mammoth road jam. 
from one battle to another. A series DuringtheeveningGeneral Eddy 
of meetings in Luxembourg during met his commanders at the 4th Divi-
the morning of the 21 st resulted in sion command post. Reports coming 
the decision to place the 5th Division in from the 12th Infantry, holding the 
north of the city in the sector briefly weakest section of the 4th Division 
occupied by the 80th Infantry Divi - front, were discouraging, for that 
sion. Further, the XII Corps com- afternoon the 212th Volks Grenadier 

26 

Division h.1(1 lll.1cie substantial 
progress in .In .l1l.H k dlong the main 
road leading rrom Echternach to
ward Luxembourg Cily. Although the 
12th infantl'y line had hardened and 
now held near 5cheiden, General 
Barton expected that the enemy 
would try another punch down the 
road. But, even while the American 
commanders were meeting, the Gel"
man LXXX Corps staff was drafting 
orders for a piecemeal withdrawal 
hy the FI21h Volks Grenclciicr Divi
~ i()n I() hegill Ih.1l Ilighl. 

I he ('IWIllY g.1ill~ ()Il 2 I /)e("cm

bel' mdrked Ill(' high lidl' of lhe 
advancl' over Ill(' ~.lLl('r I~iver begun 
six days hefore, .1 J.l( I Ih.11 could 1101 

yet be appl'('( i.iI('eI Ily Ill<' lillie gmup 
of commall(le l'~ g.llll<'lnl ill Ill(' 41h 
Division COlllllld Ilel po"l . Cencr,)1 
Iwri n proba hly "lIllllll('d up Whd I d II 
were thinking: "Silll.1lion ollllwwhole 
front from easl of lI~ 10 Ilorl h vdries 
from fluid to no fronl ,)1 ,li/. Informa
tion is very sCdnly .md Ihe ~ilu,llion 
changes hourly." Under Ihese cir
cumstances Cencr,)1 leidy decided 
that the 10th Infdnlry should be 
placed under taclicdl con i 1"01 of the 
4th Infantry Divi~i()11 dnci allack 
around noon I he following clay to 
restore the siluJI ion on I he 12th 
Infantry front. 

Admittedly Ihi ~ WdS the kind of 
partial solution frowned upon by the 
field service regul alions. Genera l Ir
win noted, "I anticipate too much 
piecemeal action for a while to get 
tangible results." But the 4th division 
had undergone six days of heavy 
fighting, its last reserves had been 
used up, and the events of the day 
just ended seemed to presage a 
hardening of the enemy's resolve. 
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The critical section of the main 
line of resistance was marked by the 
village of 5cheidgen, Michelshof, and 
Osweiler. Here the line was defend
ed by elements of the 1 st and 3rd 
Battalions, 12th Infantry, the regi
mental antitank company and part of 
the 159th Engineer Battalion. During 
the afternoon of the 21 st the 212th 
Volks Grenadier Division had used 
one rifle regiment and the fusilier 
battal ion (both at low strength) in an 
allemptto take the three villages and 
the commanding ground on which 
I hey stood, ground that represented 
the final objective of the 212th, Gen
erdl B,ll"ton, therefore, planned to 
meet the German threat by sending 
the 10th Infantry into attack astride 
the road from Michelsshof to Echter
ndch, the two attack battalions jump
ing off at noon from the crossroad 
5cheidgen-Michelshof. This line of 
departure was occupied by two rifle 
companies, four tanks, and five pla
toons of engineers. 

Through the morning of the 22nd 
enemy batteries busi Iy shelled the 
area just behind the American posi
tions. The attack by the 1 st and 2nd 
Battalions of the 10th Infantry never 
really got going. The 2nd Battalion on 
the left of the road deployed some 
three hundred yards behind the as
signed line of departure and started 
forward just as the Germans began 
an assault against the small force dug 
in on the line. German guns support
ing the grenadiers made any move
ment in formation impossible, As it 
was, the bulk of the two fresh com
panies reached the line about the 
same time that the German assault 
waves struck. The troops on the line 
were able to beat the enemy back, 
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but not before the 2nd Battalion 
troops had been deflected to the 
right and left by the enemy onrush. 
Considerably disorganized the two 
companies hurried ly dug in just to 
the south of the original American 
covering force. 

O n the right of the road the 1 st 
battalion was faced with thick woods 
and very rough ground . During the 
morning reconnaissance parties had 
come forward to look over the route 
of advance but had been foiled by a 
thick ground fog and alert enemy 
gunners. When the battalion de
ployed fo r the advance to the line of 
departure it I'an into trouble, for the 
company next to the road came 
under the artillery concentration laid 
down in support of the German as
sault just described and suffered a 
number of cas ualties. Control in 
woods and ravines was difficult and 
the company drifted across the road 
behind the 2nd Battalion . It was 
growing dark when the 1 st Battalion 
finally reorganized and dug in, sti ll 
short of the line of departure. The 
intense artillery and Werfer fire by 
enemy gunners throughout the day, 
together with the infantry assau lt of 
the afternoon , had been designed to 
cove r the 212th Volks Grenadier 
Division while it withdrew from the 
exposed position in the Scheidgen 
sa lient. Fresh American reinforce
ments had been held in check: the 
German withdrawal had been suc-

Moselle Rivers. Irwin's whole divi 
sion was in Luxembou rg but some
what dispersed . The 11 th Infantry 
had taken over the reserve battle 
positions north of Luxembourg City 
formerly occupied by the 80th Infan
try Division. The 2nd Infantry, having 
left the XX Corps' bridgehead with 
only minor incident, was assembled 
around Junglinster, ready with trucks 
and attached tank destroyers for use 
as the corps' mobile reserve. Given 
time to assemble, the fresh 5th Divi
sion cou ld take over from Barton's 
battle weary 4th. That night Iwrin 
and his staff pored ovei maps and 
march orders for the attack to clear 
the enemy from the near side of the 
Sauer, an attack schedu led for the 
morning of 24 December. 

In the interim the two battalions 
of the 10th Infantry began their sec
ond day of action, a clear day but 
bitter cold with snow underfoot. On 
the rightthe 1 st Battalion made some 
progress, but one company lost it 
way in the heavy woods and a gap 
opened between the battalions. The 
main difficulty encountered by both 
battalions was that of negotiating the 
heavy belt of timber which lay to the 
front and in which a relatively smal l 
number of the enemy could put up 
a fight out of all relation to their actual 
strength . Further, the American ad
va nce followed by a series of parallel 
ridge lines; screened by the woods 
the Germans could and did filtel' 

cessful. along the draws separating the Amer-
General Eddy telephoned Gen- ican companies and take them on 

eral Irwin during the evening to say individually. 
that he planned to use the 5th Divi- The 2nd Battalion had a partic-
sion as part of a corps to drive the ularly rough time. Company F, which 
Germans back over the Sauer in the entered the forest northeast of Mich-
angle formed by the Sauer and elshof, at first killed or captured a 
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M,'mm-i, s .<'ad,' Wi.h Younger Generation 
\1'1.:(' 111:111 , l i l'alln~ COPIED 

Alli('<1 I"I( (". 11<.11 ·.\\ (·('P 11\ " 1 
NOrllldlul y Iw,I' I" ". ',(, ) ",11', .1 );'1 III 
a Iwillil(' 111.11 11(', ,<1 11.111( (. 1111111 
N.lIi (."1111.111 '''' 11 1'.11 1' )11 L,( (. () Il l' 
Id ,,1 ( ' /I( 'I II Y 1.1 , II y'·.1 1 l1lort' Irellch 
1)( 'llp ll ' IllI g('1 II I 'WI Il.lPI )I' 11 l'ci . 

" III N()II11.lIl(ly 1()e1.1Y you can 
lillllll(l.I il()mil," SI'h.10,t icn Jacque

lill , .I I , ()f Argen ldn, sclici "Bu t for 
IIUI"I "i(k II '" ,,()nll'l hing you learn 
11(1111.1 I)(){)" .. . W( ' Il'drlleci ahout it, 
killd ()I ... Il lpidl y, I() P.l"'" le ... ls." 

M,)"I .Idl d", (OIl( 1'(1e Ihdl Ihe 
50th (1I Il1I1 U· III'".1li() ll () il ) ddy on 6 
June w ill 1)( , lil (, 1.1 ',1 ~~ I l ' .ll 11lIrr.lh . 

" In I ()() Y'·.II " il w ill 1)(' hi , lmy 
with a big II ," M'lIliqll!' Ill'gllill , 
director of ()111',,1 11 .111<" II< 'W"I),I 
per's office in /\1 ):( '111.1 11 ,I() Inill· ... 
from the Norm, Ill( Iy ( ( 1.1 "1, .lId. " Il l(' 
young today, dOll 'l '.11( '," 

Argentan, liil( ·I.II( ·d 'III . I() All 

number of GI' I·lll.1II" ill , II ()W «)V

ered foxholes jll ,,1 ill " id, ' 11 11' w()od". 
Then German 0, 11('11 ... lH'g. 1I1 1(1 Illll· ... 1 
through the trees. I hl'( (1Illp.ll ly lllo"I' 
into little groups, tLlll1i Ilg I hi ... w. Iy ,mel 
that to avoid lile iil(' Ill.111y w('n' 
scooped up by (;1' 11 11.1 11'> w ll( ) h.1(1 
been waiting in Iheil lox lllll l·" . WIH'1l 
the company wilhdrew il 1ll1l11I)(,l"eei 
forty-six men, bUI 1,11 ('1" .1 I.lrge 11lI1ll
ber of stragglers .1PI)('.1 I'1' e1 .11 Micil 
elshof. On the lefl COIllI).lIlY I ,1(1 -
vanced until it came Llilder fil'!' fmlll 
a cross-grained ridge just dhlWI. As 
the company deployed for Ih l' .15-
sa ult a large force of Germany infan
try erupted from the draw on its 
flank, preceded, as it moved, by a 

29 

gll ,,1 1944, was one of th e most 
devc1stated towns in Normandy. 
More than 1,300 bu ildings were 
leveled or badly damaged. Only 21 
homes I'emained intact. But none of 
the youngsters at the local cafe 
knew that. 

"Young people here don't care 
about their roots," Turkish immi
grant Tuncay Toket 24 sa id . "Today, 
all they're talking about is (race 
driver) Ayrton Senn'a death." 

School classes visit Normandy'S 
military cemeteries and the invasion 
beaches, but no national program 
ex ists to bolster the co llective mem
ory. Some schools are ignoring the 
com memoration. 

In today's Normandy, it is the 
future that counts. Billboards adver
tise a golf course at a key location of 
the D-day invas ion, Omaha Beach. 

curta in of bursting she lls. Th ere was 
plenty of American artillery on ca ll 
for such an emergency-six battalions 
were supporting the 10th Infantry 
,1 ttack-and the Germans were dis
persed. A few tough enemy riflemen 
dug in the best they could on the 
frozen ground and held their place, 
forcing Company E to " infiltrate" 
back to its takeoff position. This day, 
then, had been only moderate ly suc
cessful for the 10th infantry, in part 
because it was working without the 
support of its own 5th Division artil
lery, butthe reserve battalion had not 
been committed and the division 
stood waiting to expand to attack. 

Continued next issue 
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€zOoAll of the past National & Honorary Commanders are 
looking forward to seeing you at the 82s1 Annual Reunion 

August 19 to 25, 2001 in Hampton, Virginia 

Russell Sick, President 
Frank Terrizzi, Vice President 

Felix Cist%, Secretary / Treasurer 

Brett Post No.3 
Pittsburgh 

Mike Evanovich, Commander 
371 Shady Ave. 

Wilmerding PA 15148-1345 

Melvin Beers, 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Greater Reading Post No. 32 
Warren Gehman, Commander 
PNC LOll Shirey, Sec't/Treas. 

1415 Lorraine Road 
Reading, P A 19604- 1 861 

Phone: 610-478-9034 

Bl'eakj'ast Meetings 9 a.m. 
Crystal springs Restaurant 

3rd Saturday oj'March, June & Sept. 

CINCINNATI 
POST #34 
Floyd Warner 
Commander 

Art Rehling, Treasurer 
4656 McNeil Ave .. Cincinnatl OH 45212-2541 

(5 13) 63 1-0031 

David C. Orr, Post Rep. 
831 Phillips Sl. Grayville, IL 62844-1711 
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3rd BN., 317th INF. 
POST #36 

Robert W. Smith 
Commander 

RobertN. Nathason 
Secretary / Treasu rer 

LANE-HAll 
POST #42 

Director: Dominick Abbruzzese 
Director: Lee R. Hatcher 

Jim Phillips, Secretary I Treasurer 

420 South Hanover St. 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022-25 '18 

(717) 367-5094 

305th 
Engineer Battalion 

Post No. 40 
Russell P. Sick, Commander 

3131 Pleasant Avenue 
Hamilton, OH 45015-1740 

Byron Dovenbarger, Secretary 
3755 Meadowbrook Drive 

Zanesville, OH 43701 -1121 

ZUUI DUES NOW PAYABLE 
MEMBERSIIIP APPLICATION 

XOt II Di visiull V dcnllls Association 
61() 1· 1 · 1111.~ IV;llli:1 !\ve., Oakmont, PA 15139- 1574 

o Nl'w Member o Renewal 

/)( ·.I/rillg to maintain liaison and comradeship with the men of the Blue Ridge 

/)il 'isioll .. . and to receive the quarterly Blue Ridge Service Magazine , I 
dcsirc to enroll as a member. Enclosed $10.00 dues for one year. 

N/\M I ': ____ ____ _______ UNIT: ______ _ 

/\ llI)I!I ''sS : 

CITY / .-; '1 /\'11' / ZII' + FOUR: _________________ _ 

PIION I ' 

fllril. (· N('I/Iillol/ce Payable to: 80th Divisif!11 Veterans Association. 

NATIONAL LADIES AUXILIARY 
2000-2001 

Cara Lee Davis, President 

Charmaine Laing, 1 st Vice President 
Ida Reilinger, 2nd Vice President 

nose Palmietto, Sec ret ary - Helen Beers, Treasurer 
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