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80th Veterans Association Mourns the Loss of Two PNCs

Elmer G. Dorsten, age 91, of Coldwater, died Friday, may 22, 2015 at otterbein, 
st. marys. He was born may 5, 1924 in Chickasaw to the late Henry & elizabeth 
(Grieshop) Dorsten. on August 4, 1945, he married laura m. (Borgerding), and she 

died February 9, 1997. He is survived by four children, Judy & John luthman of st. marys, 
Fred & linda Dorsten of st. marys, Phyllis & Paul Hanna of Celina and James Dorsten of 
Celina, eight grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, a sister, Alvina & Jerome miller of 
Coldwater and a brother-in-law, oscar Borgerding of st. Henry. He is preceded in death 
by a brother, edwin Dorsten and a sister, edna Borgerding. He was a member of Holy 
trinity Catholic Church, Coldwater, Coldwater Kiwanis Club, Coldwater American legion 
and was a lifetime member of the 80th Div. Veteran Association and Coldwater VFW. Fu-
neral services will be held at 4:00Pm on sunday, may 24 at Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 
Coldwater. Burial will be at a later time. Friends may call at the funeral home from 1:00-
4:00 Pm on sunday. Condolences may be left at hogenkampfh.com.

PNC Elmer G. Dorsten  may 5, 1924 — may 22, 2015

PNC Archer Futch  Died may 16, 2015

ArCHer H. FutCH, a long-time resident of livermore, passed away peacefully 
on saturday, may 16, 2015, in Columbus, GA, at the age of 90. He was born in 
monroe, nC and lived in monroe and Charlotte until his 18th birthday when he was 

drafted into the u.s. Army. He served with the 80th Infantry Division in europe during 
WWII and was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge and the Purple Heart for wounds 
he received while fighting in France. He served as a guard during the nuremburg trials 
following the war.

upon being discharged, he returned to north Carolina where he was admitted into the 
university of north Carolina at Chapel Hill to study physics. He subsequently attended 
the university of maryland where he received his PhD in Physics.

Archer met his first wife, Patricia Ann West at the university of maryland. they were 
married in 1953. they relocated to south Carolina for several years and then moved to 
livermore in 1959 for work and to raise their three daughters: lisa, Jacqueline, and tina.

Archer was an employee of the lawrence livermore national laboratory from 1959 un-
til his retirement in about 1990. He was also actively involved in local politics in livermore 
where he served on the planning commission, the Zone 7 water district board, and the 
city council, including a period as mayor in the early 1970s. He was also a member of the 
sierra Club, the Friends of the Vineyards, and recently served as Commander of the 80th 
Infantry Veteran’s Association. 

Archer Obituary, continued on page 17
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Editor’s Notes  BY CSM(R) Doris Wollett

Summer Is Just around the corner and with it comes 
hotter weather and yard work. We are having rolling 
thunder storms for a few days but nothing like texas!! 

Pray for those in the flood area that have been displaced 
and have to start over again.

As you work in your flowers and yards or have someone 
else do your maintenance, have them look out for spiders, 
bugs, and of course old sneaky snake. I was playing with 
my Great Grandsons, identical twins, and low and be-
hold what do we see? sneaky snake, a Black racer that a 
bird was chasing and he was rather large. He showed up 
again on the other side of our property a few days later. 
As my daughter and I were working on the dam at the end 
of the pond we saw a couple of Brown northern Water 
snakes. one went to snake heaven, if there is one. Don’t 
stay out in the heat for very long and make sure you are 
drinking plenty of water.

I hope everyone had a nice memorial Day Week end 
and were able to go to a Ceremony somewhere to re-
member those that paid the ultimate sacrifice for this 
country and every one of us. It was an extremely sad time 
for the 80th Division Veterans Association as we lost three 
members in just over a week. PnC Archer Futch passed 
away on 16 may, PnC elmer Dorsten passed away on 22 
may, and Jim Pietch passed away on 24 may. there are 
several other members that have passed away since the 
last magazine but these three were during the memorial 
Day Holiday. All our members are special and appreciat-

ed and I cherish the time we have together. several of you 
I have never met and wish I had. to those that I have had 
the pleasure of meeting you are heroes not only to me but 
to this great country that we have the honor of living in.

the 96th Annual reunion of the 80th Division Veterans 
Association is in Aug. You should have received your In-
formation/registration letter and hopefully will be able to 
attend. I’m sure you will enjoy yourself and we certainly 
will enjoy your being with us.

there are several Annual members that have not paid 
their dues. some go back a couple of years. Please send 
your payments as soon as you can. After three years in 
arrears you automatically get dropped from membership 
and I do not like doing that. remember that dues are now 
$20 a year.

Also, please send me your change of address as soon as 
you have it if you are moving. many times magazines are 
returned to me without a new address from the Post office.

one last note, as I receive articles/notes from Veterans 
to include in our Quarterly magazine, I try my best to run 
them exactly as they are given to me. there may be times 
where someone has misspoken about a particular person 
or event. At no time has this been to gain any recognition 
or to lessen what took place during that mission. I truly 
want to believe that it is simply a loss of detailed memory 
at that moment.

GOD bless each of you and remember the 80th 
“Only Moves Forward”!!

We Look Forward to Seeing You in Harrisburg, PA for the 2015 80th Division Veterans Assn Reunion! 

Douglas Knorr, Chaplain and Senior Vice-Commander

It’s HArD to believe that in about 
two months we will be meeting in 
Harrisburg PA for the 80th Division 

Veterans Association 2015 reunion. 
For four exciting days, from August 

19 to 22, we will meet with old friends, 
and make new friends as we share 
memories and take care of the busi-
ness of the association.

2015 marks the 70th Anniversary of the end of WWII. In 
addition to celebrating together at the reunion, there will 
also be a special “commemorative” 4-color edition of this 
year’s 2015 reunion program. We will be pre-selling these 
commemorative programs for $7.50 each so please mark 
how many you want when you send in your registration. 
(NOTE: Registered attendees receive a commemorative 
program book in their reunion packet.) However, you may 
desire additional commemorative programs for other 
family members. 

the greater Harrisburg area has a lot to offer both his-

torically as well as lots of options for family fun. this is 
the perfect year to bring kids and grandchildren to ex-
perience everything from museums, paddleboat cruises 
on the susquehanna river to one of America’s Favorites, 
“Chocolate town” in Hershey usA.

Important Note: It is important that you make your re-
union and hotel reservations right away. room rates and 
availability are only guaranteed until July 31st. (see page 
3: reunion reservation Information) 

In addition to our focus on celebrating the 70 year an-
niversary of WWII, there will be special speakers on WW1 
as well as the Persian Gulf War and so much more!

our trip on Friday will be to the newly expanded u.s. 
Army Heritage and education Center in Carlisle. the half-
day trip will include a light lunch with speaker provided for 
all attendees of the outing. many new interactive exhibits, 
inside the expanded facility, will allow fun for the entire 
family. In addition, we have arranged guides with carts to 
drive those who do not wish to walk around the outside 
one mile exhibits.
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rameters brought another 20 to light, several recent. the 
adjusted total membership—excluding any new mem-
berships that might have been received in the last three 
months, and deaths other than those I found—is now 
roughly 575. I have to say roughly as I will not normally re-
ceive a quarterly update until you all do—when this copy 
of the magazine arrives.

since most of the losses were among the life mem-
bers, our financial picture remains pretty much as it was: 
not too good. Had the losses been more from among the 
Annual members, it would be worse. We will continue for 
the foreseeable future to rely heavily on contributions.

With that in mind—and from his years of trying to bal-
ance the Association checkbook himself—PnC and for-
mer national secretary Bob murrell has posted a chal-
lenge—which you will see in more detail elsewhere in the 
magazine. Bob has offered to match any donations re-
ceived to a total of $1000 by December 24th of this year. 
Please be sure to note on the memo line of your check 
“murrell match” to effectively double the amount of your 
contribution. A further note about Bob, he celebrated his 
99th birthday in may, so he, too, is now setting his sights 
on a centennial observance and a visit from Willard scott.

on a sad note, we mourn the deaths of PnC Archer 
Futch who passed away on may 16th, at the age of 90, 
and PnC elmer G. Dorsten on may 22nd at 91.

this letter represents my last official communication 
to the magazine since the gavel is soon to be passed to 
the incoming Commander, so a fitting time to express my 
thanks to those who supported my efforts over this four 
year odyssey. It has been a singular honor for me to serve 
the Association in this capacity, as a personal tribute to 
the memory of my father, and in the memory of the many 
80th Division men I have had the privilege of knowing over 
the past 27 years, who are no longer with us.

COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Jeff Wignall
National Commander

2014 - 2015

As You reCeIVe this issue of the Blue ridge, the 96th 
Annual reunion at Harrisburg will be only a few short 
weeks away. For those who will have already sent in 

their registrations, the Association, I, and certainly this 
year’s reunion Chairman, Doug Knorr, jointly thank you.

As always, we look forward to a large turnout—that after 
all is what reunions are all about. As I have mentioned pre-
viously, it is the members who attend this event who keep 
the organization viable, and determine our prospects for 
the future. that future includes shooting for the milestone 
100th reunion in 2019.

Perhaps not known to many, but the 10th reunion—1929 
—featured a reception at the White house, whereat Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover mingled freely with the veterans of 
WWI and their families. my, how times have changed. 
something for a vice-commander yet to be named to think 
about, although depends a lot on who is Potus in 2019.

In the spring edition, I provided a rough breakdown of 
our membership at that time. subsequent to writing that 
letter, an intensive search of the Internet showed that just 
over 100 of our members—mainly life members—had in 
fact passed away. these were listed in the taps column 
of that issue, and had occurred over an extended period. 
since that time, an additional search using different pa-

Hotel Reservations: 
Clarion Hotel and Conference Center-Harrisburg West
148 sheraton Drive, new Cumberland, PA 17070
Phone: 717-774-2721

Reunion Registration:
see registration Form in this Blue ridge edition.

Questions?
Doug Knorr • 1609 Dracka Rd. • Traverse City, MI 49685
www.dougk@knorrMarketing.com • 231-218-1747 

Reunion Reservation Information
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Historian’s Corner Lee S. Anthony, PNC and Historian

I ContInue to Get not only requests for information, 
but also reports on the context which our “family” have 
made with the people in the areas where their relatives 

fought, or wounded, or in some cases, gave their lives. It 
is really good to hear from someone who says “we com-
municated two years ago and now I have visited the ac-
tual scene and found the people of that area to be so 
enthusiastic about meeting the relatives of the 80th Divi-
sion warriors.

Following tradition, the Historian and mr. sebastiaan 
Vonk representing the 80th Division Veterans’ Associa-
tion at memorial Day services at the Ardennes (liege) 
American military Cemetery, also, Henri-Chapelle and 
margraten, the netherlands.

Following these, I went to the luxembourg AmC at 
Hamm and delivered two photos which I had obtained, 
enhanced, and reprinted. these were for one of the sol-
diers buried there.

next, came a visit to the epinal AmC. of course, Gen. 
searby (80th Division Artillery, WWII) is buried there. In ad-
dition, there is a gravesite for and eddie Gibson. many of 
you have heard of Capt. Bill overstreet, a P51 mustang pilot 
who retired in roanoke, VA and who recently passed on. 
Bill had a good friend, a squadron mate named eddie Gib-
son who, during bomber escort over europe, was involved 
in a mid-air collision and bailed out. eddie was rescued 
by French resistance fighters (maquis). eddie stayed with 
them for about 4 days until the Germans found out where 
this group was hiding in the orleans Forest. the resistance 
group immediately climbed into their stolen German trans-
ports and departed the area. However, the Germans were 
hot on their heels. As the Germans gained ground on the 
resistance column, eddie and five maquis, who were in the 
last truck of the envoy, stopped, set up a machine gun in 
the middle of the road and held the Germans at bay until 
they were all shot. eddie’s sacrifice has been duly noted by 
the French, who placed his name on a memorial with those 
of resistance fighters who gave their lives during WWII; this 
memorial is located in the orleans Forest.

I visited the somme AmC at Bony, France, where I 
have been so many times in the past. I put flowers on the 
grave of Cpl. Henry sentell, Co. F., 317th Infantry regi-
ment, 80th Division AeF.

Following the above, I visited in northern France and 
viewed several important battlefields, such as the Che-
min des Dames. the actions of this battlefield, which 
included a hasty departure by British troops, were part 
of the reason that the Americans were so desperately 
needed in WWI. the French lost many troops in this 
area; a mutiny almost occurred.

next, I went back to the battlefield where the 80th Divi-
sion spearheaded the last phase of the meuse-Argonne 
offensive by “going over the top” on 4 october 1918. many 
days were spent exploring that battlefield. there were 

two road systems between which the 80th fought over 
roughly a weeks time and received approximately 3000 
casualties. I obtained many artifacts from this battlefield. 
I also examined the state of Pennsylvania memorial to the 
80th Division in the town of nantillois. even though one 
history reference refers to this as a fountain, no one can 
remember its functioning as a fountain, and the area in 
which water might have been is filled with growing plants. 
A cursory examination of the planted area found no trace 
of a fountain. However, a ceremony was held at this site, 
at which time the Historian presented, on behalf of the 
80th Division Veterans’ Association a u.s. 48-star flag, 
measuring 5 feet X 9 feet. of course, this flag would have 
been appropriate for the 80th Division in WWI.

I would note that there is now a B&B run by maarten 
and Didi otte in nantillois which will be a great place for 
someone to stay while discovering the Bois des ogons 
battlefield. I made many pictures of this entire battle-
field, where my father was wounded, and also made 
pictures of the southwest corner of the Bois de Fays, 
where lt. Clovis moomaw of the 80th Division was killed 
while scouting for the locations of German artillery and 
machine guns. the 80th division descendants prepared 
and presented a shadow box to Washington and lee 
university some years back in honor of lt. moomaw. 

After spending approximately 3 weeks in the above ac-
tivities, I traveled to Israel and had a wonderful visit there, 
viewing both religious and military sites. military sites in-
cluded the Golan Heights, where the Israelis miraculously 
stopped the overwhelming numbers of syrian tanks. I 
also got a feel for the political situation in the area.

PNC Anthony in Nantillois, France, with Mayor Manuel 
Nanan in front of the PA 80th Division Monument
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Sebastiaan at PFC Burns grave

 











 

PNC Anthony at CPL Senteel Grave PNC Anthony at PFC Burns Grave

PNC Anthony in Nantillois, France, 
at the PA 80th Division Monument
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THe FAmIlY oF PFC Gordon louis Glover is seeking to identi-
fy the men in the attached photographs with PFC Glover, who 
served as a light mortar crewman and driver in Co. D, 317th In-

fantry regiment, 80th Infantry Division. PFC Glover enlisted from Ar-
kansas and trained with the 80th from July 1942 at Camp Forrest, 
tennessee, and elsewhere until embarkation for scotland on the 
Queen mary, on 1 July 1944.

PFC Glover served in northern France, the rhineland, the Ar-
dennes, and central europe, returning to the states on 30 november 
1945, sailing on the Webster, apparently with the 662nd Field Artillery 
Battalion, as shown on his discharge documents. (the campaigns 
in France, the moselle, Ardennes, and the rhine, along with the logo 
“Fighting First,” are stenciled just below the windscreens of the Jeeps 
in the photographs.)

PFC Glover was wounded in France on 24 september 1944 and 
returned to duty in october 1944. otherwise, he served with the 80th 
Division from start to finish.

the photograph of the downed plane apparently shows a B-51 
American plane, captured and repainted by the Germans, and then 
recaptured by the u.s. Army in may 1945. We do not know where 
this photo was taken, but presumably it was as late as may 1945. It 
is possible that one of the other men in the photograph hailed from 
Camden, Arkansas, but we do not know that for certain.

We ask that anyone who may recognize PFC Glover—or who may 
have photographs of PFC Glover—or who may be able to identify the 
men in the photographs please contact us, because we are hoping 
to connect with anyone who may have any information about our 
father’s time with the 80th Division. We would greatly appreciate any 
bit of information, no matter how insignificant it might seem.

Joyce Glover lee phone: 940-382-1320
   email: jjglee@outlook.com

Allen Glover  phone: (903) 826-5444
   email: allenstacyglover@gmail.com

PFC Gordon L. Glover, Co. D, 317th Inf. Reg., 80th Div.
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70th Anniversary of Liberation of Buchenwald 
Concentration Camp and the Town Weimar 

By: Bernd Schmidt 
Photos by Linda Schmidt

April 9 – 13, 2015: three veterans were in attendance in-
vited from Buchenald memorial. Bob Harmon and Bob 
Burrow of 80th ID and one of a medical unit. Also some 
children and grandchildren of veterans—like Helen Patton 
(Granddaughter of Gen. Patton) and Bill Zeigler (grandson 
of Col. Costello of 319th). there were 70 survivors also in 
attendance.

Highlights of the event were:

9 April 2015: arriving of veterans, survivors and guests.

10 April 2015: special event for the liberators of our town 
Weimar. reception with the lord mayor of Weimar for 
the liberators (especially Bob Harmon and Bob Burrow). 
Visiting the memorial Plaque in the historical town hall to 
remember the peaceful surrender at 12 April 2015. the 
plaque was dedicated by members of 80th ID in 2000. A 
speech about the history was given. official reception and 
speech from lord mayor of Weimar. 

A highlight of this event was the giving of a valed painting 
of Col Costello from the Costello family presented by Bill 
Zeigler, grandson of Costello. It’s really a wonderful work. 
I was involved at the event. some time ago I received the 
decorations of Col. Costello which I had taken over to the 
towns’ museum for this day. Also I had given a book by 
Andy Adkins with the Diary of his father. the book was 
dedicated to the citizens of Weimar.

11 April 2015: meetings and events together with survivors 
in national theater and other locations.

12 April 2015: reception for all survivors and liberators 
from Prime minister and other important persons in the 
national theater. In a speech of Prime minister was named 
Bob Harmon and his 90th Birthday there. He celebrated his 
20 birthday in Weimar too.

In the afternoon was a ceremony at Buchenwald concen-
tration Camp to remember for the victims and liberators. All 
survivors and liberators were in attendance. Wreaths were 
laying down. After the ceremony was a reception of the 
us-Ambassador for the liberators and survivors who are 
living in the states now.

A highlight of this day was following event too:

In the evening there was a reception of liberators and sur-
vivors of Prime minister of thuringia for dinner and award-
ing two important persons. the award of merit was given 
to a French woman for her work to remember the Holo-
caust, and to Bob Harmon, Professor emeritus of seattle 
university, who had done many things to teach his student 
about the war and Germany, and who is the last eyewit-
ness of the peaceful surrender of the town of Weimar. 
Bob was at this time the Jeep driver of Col Costello. (pho-
tos available at this link: http://www.arifoto.de/kunden/
Gedenkakt+Buchenwald-Befreiung )

13 April 2015: was for relaxing to visit the town and others. 
some guests left at this day.

For personal experiences please ask Bob Harmon (ghar-
mon@seanet.com) and Bob Burrows (doubleggrandma@
gmail.com). 

The Golden Book



8 — BLUe riDge Service Magazine

top left: Bernd with Bill & Bob 
Harmon

top right: Bob Harmon & Bernd 
Schmidt at Costello Painting

left: Bernd, Helen, Ed Carter-
Edwards Canadian Survivor, Bill

below left: Bob Harmon signing 
the Golden Book

belor right: Bob Burrows signing 
the Golden Book
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Our gratitude to Bernd Schmidt and friends; the 
Lordmayor and staff; and the Prime Minister and 
government staff for their efforts in making this 
event possible.

 

left to right: Bob Burrow, 
Lord Mayor Wolf, and 
Bob Harmon under the 
memorial Plaque

North Tonawanda NY Evening News 
12 April 1945, Seite 1
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Clarence H. Brockman Honored by France 
and Washington County Commissioners 
(Pennsylvania)

As I stooD BeHInD my Dad as the star spangled 
Banner started to play, Dad slowly raised his right arm 
to be able to bring his right hand up to his national 

Commanders Cap to pay respect to our national Anthem 
and the American Flag at the end of the French legion of 
Honor Ceremony at the French embassy, Washington DC.

Watching him make this simple gesture, my mind wan-
dered to thinking about just how many times in his almost 
95 years did he show respect to our flag and anthem?

standing there while the French national Anthem was 
playing I thought about how Dad got to be there that day 
and what a day it had been.

Dad, Jim, my brother, lynn, his wife and I left our home 
some 268 miles away at 6:30 am, a trip on any normal 
weather day would take less than 5 hours but as we head-
ed towards the Pennsylvania turnpike, the snow fall started 
to get worse.

I thought, seven years, three applications and now a ma-
jor snow storm will not keep us from getting to the em-
bassy.

seven hours later we arrived just outside Georgetown 
where we had a lite lunch before heading to the embassy 
where we were greeted by marie-Claire Gabriel-lafon, as-
sistant to the Consul General and Dean Dominique, major 
ret., us Army who works and lives in the area.

As we walked into the two-story ballroom, there were 20 
chairs with each Veterans names in alphabetical order, Dad 
was the fifth chair.

We looked at the 2 velvet pillows holding 10 medals each 
and Dad found his right away. the Veterans being honored 
soon found their seats and then marie-Claire introduced 
the Consul General to the united states of America, ol-
ivier serot Almeras and Defense Attaché, General Vincent 
Cousin.

Consul General Almeras then greeted all the Veterans, 
family members and guest before he began his eloquent 
speech. Almeras, a soft spoken man told the Veterans it 
was his greatest honor to induct them into the legion of 
Honor, that his nation and her people owe the life they 
have today due to the courage and conviction of the Allied 
Forces.

He then lowered his head, bit his lower lip and as his 
raised his head, his eyes were pooled with tears, he then 
said that saying ‘thank you” seemed so insignificant be-
cause not only was his country liberated but he wouldn’t be 
here today if they had not been there 70 years ago.

With that, he spoke all 20 names along with the five 
names of those unable to be there and then left the stage 

to meet marie-Claire with the first of the 2 medal covered 
pillows.

each man presented every other GI with their medal, 
when they got to Dad, the Consul General presented Dad’s.

“today, march 4, 2015, the nation of France and her peo-
ple, Knight, Clarence H. Brockman with the French legion 
of Honor for his involvement in the liberation of France 
during World War II.”

Another 15 men heard the same well-chosen words 
before the families of the other 5 Veterans were present 
boxed medals.

With 20 minutes they were back on the stage and the 
star spangled Banner was being played as I held back my 
tears watching Dad giving a simple gesture of saluting.

the afternoon began with Dad being a WWII Veteran 
and in less than 30 minutes, he was now “sir Clarence H. 
Brockman.”

the Consul General then invited everyone to stay for a 
Champagne and French Pastry reception.

Dean had brought copies of his book, “one Hell of a 
War” for the Consul General and our us Congressman tim 
murphy, who was unable to attend. so Dean and Dad pre-
sented the book to the Consul General, afterwards several 
photos were taken before the 4 of us headed for home.

We left the embassy at 4:30 pm and drove through the 
mountains of Pennsylvania in a horrible snow storm getting 
us back home at 11:59 Pm, a round trip in 17 hours.

A Simple Gesture by Barbara B. Brockman

 

Clarence Brockman Salutes
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top, PA State Sen Camera Bartolotta; Larry Maggi, Harlan 
Sober, and Diana Irey, Washington County Commissioners; 
and PA State Rep Brandon Newman present Brockman with a 
certificate.

above: Consul General Almeras, Brockman, Dean Dominique

left: Consul Almeras pinning Medal on Brockman

continued on page 12
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In two weeks, the Washington County Commis-
sioners presented Dad with a plaque honoring his 
WWII years of service... three days after that, a re-
ception was thrown in his honor at Hart’s restaurant, 
mcDonald.

us Congressman tim murphy was able to attend, 
presenting Dad with an American Flag that had been 
flown over the Capitol on march 4th. Also attending 
was PA state senator Camera Bartolotta, PA House 
of representatives Jason ortitay and mcDonald 
mayor terry Bennett all making presentations.

HPnC George West was there along with 50+ 
guests... everyone was there but me, I had been ad-
mitted to our local hospital.

looking back to the month of march, thinking 
about all the people we met, reading newspaper and 
magazine articles about Dad’s honors, the thing I 
hold dearest to my heart, (besides my Dad,) is Dad 
slowly raising his right arm to be able to bring his 
right hand up to his national Commanders Cap to 
pay respect to our national Anthem and the Ameri-
can Flag, a simple gesture that means so much to 
everyone that ever answered the call of duty. 

 

Clarence H. Brockman Honored
continued from page 11

PA State House Rep Jason Ortitay & PA State Sen 
Bartolotta

Marty & George West

McDonald Police Chief Mark Dorsey, American Legion 
adjutant Pat Powell, McDonald Mayor Terry Bennett

Brockman Receives Award from US Congressman 
Tim Murphy
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Life of Pvt. Jarratt shared nearly 100 years later
By Carol Bailey, Staff Writer

UnCoVerInG orIGInAl let-
ters from his great uncle, 
Private Cary Field Jarratt 

(1888-1918), while visiting in the 
ancestral home of the Jarratts, 
put Ben Jarratt on a mission to re-
search Private Cary’s experiences 
while serving in World War I.

As a draftee, Cary wrote home 
often, always addressing the let-
ters to Dear mama. these letters, 
written in a conversational style, 
serve as a peek into life not only 

at the war front, but also to tell what Private Cary missed 
at home.

Ben Jarratt shared these letters and items from the war 
with the sussex County Historical society on march 8 at 
the society’s monthly meeting.

First, Jarratt spoke about the family tree, and showed 
pictures of Private Cary’s family seated in front of the family 
home. Cary was the son of William nicholas Jarratt II and 
sally Cary eppes Jarratt. they had five children, but only 
four lived past infancy, and the photo showed an empty 
chair to signify the loss of one of the children at age one.

Cary served with the 80th Division of the 318th Infantry, 
Company A. He and others from sussex County served in 
the same company. Camp lee, which had 40,000 people 
there, trained the incoming recruits in the Crater while there. 
this was preparation for the famous trench warfare. While 
there, Cary’s sister elizabeth, who lived in Petersburg, came 
to Camp lee to see him and took several pictures.

Cary’s letters up to this time revealed his light, “I am en-
joying this” attitude, for he was un-
aware of what was coming. After two 
months of training, he and others 
marched to Hopewell, then sailed 
to newport news, and then went by 
train to Hoboken, n.J., where they 
boarded the uss leviathan, a lux-
ury liner impressed into service as a 
troop ship. He eventually landed at 
Calais, France.

It was in France that Cary wrote 
that he wasn’t having the good time 
that one might think. He became part 
of the meuse-Argonne offensive, the 
biggest battle in the entire war. He 
was wounded when a shell hit near-
by and he was hit in the hip, knee and arm. He, along with 
others, were eventually sent to a first aid station and then a 
mobile hospital where he had surgery, and then he was sent 
to Base Hospital 48. Pictures of this hospital shows how 
many wounded there actually were, for the hospital had over 
700 buildings. Cary, when he wrote home, said, ”It could 
have been worse.”

Ben Jarratt, pointed out that the government and the 
Army didn’t want the public to know how many were 
wounded, for it would ruin morale. they did not want peo-
ple to know the seriousness of the wounds either.

Cary wrote that he ran into a friend from his neighbor-
hood in a letter dated october 25, 1918. He told a nurse 
that he wanted to eat fried chicken on his birthday, and 
somehow the nurse found some fried chicken for him for 
his birthday.

unfortunately, Cary’s wounded leg did not heal properly 
and death records show that he died of his wounds. He 
died four days after the Armistice. A nurse wrote to his fam-
ily later that he died an easy death. records show that he 
died of a blood infection. He was buried in a military hos-
pital cemetery, and much later after the war was over, his 
remains were reburied at Arlington national Cemetery.

Just days before he died, he wrote that “my mission has 
been filled.”

Ben Jarratt also explained how the folks that remained at 
home during the war created all sorts of counsels to help 
the war efforts. Jarratt’s research showed the names of 
those citizens in sussex who served on the draft board, the 
crop productions counsel, and another counsel of women 
who knitted caps and socks and other items to send to the 
soldiers. speakers traveled through the county speaking 
only four minutes each about conserving food during the 
war. Banks at Wakefield, stony Creek and Jarratt collected 
money donated by patrons for the war effort.

Ben Jarratt made Private Cary Field Jarratt come alive 
to those who heard his lecture on sunday, march 8th. His 
research will be gathered into a book telling Cary’s story.

recently, Ben Jarratt added Cary’s name and two 
names other sussex men who 
served in WWI on the county’s war 
monument that stands in front of the 
Courthouse. 

Private Jarratt’s Great Nephew Ben 
Jarratt, right, and his son, Colin (Cary’s 
Great-Great Nephew), at the headstone 
of Private Cary F. Jarratt, Arlington 
National Cemetery.

Photos courtesty of Ben Jarratt

editor’s note:  unit records state the 318th Infantry went 
by train to Hoboken, boarded the uss leviathan, and 
landed in Brest, France. the majority of the 80th Division 
sailed from Hopewell to newport news and joined a naval 
convoy for transport overseas to France.

Reprinted with permission. The Sussex-Surry Dispatch, March 25, 2015

Private Cary Feild Jarratt, 
Company A, 318th Infantry, 
80th Division, AEF.
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PetersBurG — Governor terry mcAuliffe announced 
today that Virginia veterans who face barriers to accessing 
the Veterans Administration (VA) health system will have 
more options for care through new provider agreements 
between the VA and community health centers. the Gov-
ernor made today’s announcement while speaking at the 
Appomattox Area Health and Wellness Center in Peters-
burg. 

Accelerating veterans’ access to care is a key compo-
nent of the Governor’s A Healthy Virginia https://governor.
virginia.gov/media/3096/a-healthy-virginia-report-final.
pdf plan. through the recently passed Veterans Access, 
Choice and Accountability Act, veterans who live more 
than 40 miles from a VA facility or who would otherwise 
have to wait more than 30 days for an appointment can 
now be seen at a participating community health center. 
the legislation provides $10 billion over three years to the 
VA to pay private providers to care for eligible veterans.

Virginia is the first state in the nation to develop provider 
agreements between Federally Qualified Health Centers 
and the VA through the Veterans Choice Program. to date, 
four Federally Qualified Health Centers, with 22 sites of 
care have signed up to provide health services to eligible 
veterans. these sites are located on the eastern shore, 
new Canton, louisa, Charles City, Aylett, Prince George, 
Alberta, Charlotte Court House, Fredericksburg, Victoria, 
Amelia, emporia, Dinwiddie, Ferrum, Floyd and laurel 
Fork. “We are getting results for Virginia’s veterans,” said 
Governor mcAuliffe. “As soon as the Veterans Choice Act 
became law, we began working with the VA to explore how 
to fully leverage the new funding and enable Virginia’s vet-
erans to get faster access to care. I hosted the first-ever 
Governor’s summit on expanding Health Care Access for 
Virginia Veterans and brought together top leaders from 
the VA with hospitals and community health centers to 
seek solutions. now, less than three months later, there are 
22 new access points for veterans across the Common-
wealth.” 

“Community health centers are pleased to partner with 
the Veterans Health Administration to provide medical care 
to our Virginia veterans,” said neal Graham, chief executive 
officer of the Virginia Community Healthcare Association. 
“they have stood ready for us; we stand ready for them.”

“I applaud the Veterans Administration for moving so 
quickly after Governor mcAuliffe’s summit to facilitate 
these new partnerships with Federally Qualified Health 
Centers in Virginia,” said secretary of Health and Human 
resources Bill Hazel. “now, through the Choice Program, 
veterans in many rural areas of the state can receive quality 
care right in their own community.”

“We need to work closely with the VA to ensure that all 
our veterans receive the care and benefits they deserve in 
a timely manner,” said secretary of Veterans and Defense 
Affairs John Harvey. “this is exactly the type of partnership 
I hope to see even more of going forward. I am especially 
pleased that there are five new sites of care available on the 
eastern shore for veterans who face transportation issues 
and other barriers.”

Asif Bhavnagri
office of Governor terence r. mcAuliffe
Press special Assistant
804.971.8513

asif.bhavnagri@governor.virginia.gov

mailto:asif.bhavnagri@governor.virginia.gov

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Governor-of-
Virginia/61634046094

https://twitter.com/GovernorVA

http://www.flickr.com/photos/governorva

https://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorVA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Date: January 23, 2015

Commonwealth of Virginia, Office of Governor Terry McAuliffe

Governor McAuliffe Announces New Health Care Options for Virginia Veterans

Contact: Brian Coy
email: Brian.Coy@governor.virignia.gov
mailto:Brian.Coy@governor.virignia.gov

~ Community health centers provide more health care choices for veterans 
who live too far or wait too long to be seen at VA facilities ~
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Don’t Ever Give Up – Always Keep Moving Forward
Andy Adkins, HNC, 80th Division Veterans Association

MAnY oF You KnoW that I created and continue 
to maintain the 80th Division Veterans Associa-
tion Website (www.80thdivision.com) and digitized 

the majority of the 80th Division morning reports, After 
Action reports, and General orders for World War II – 
all are available on the website and free to access. like 
several others in the 80th Division Veterans Association, 
I research and try to answer questions about 80th Di-
vision veteran’s service in the 80th Division; I focus on 
WWII, lee Anthony focuses on WWI, and mAJ(r) Gary 
(“schreck”) schrekengost focuses on Post-WWII. many 
others, including Jeff Wignall, mG(r) John mcClaren, and 
Csm(r) Doris Wollett rely on each other as well as several 
resources to research specifics for those that ask. 

 I’ve been working with Donald van den Bogert through 
emails and the website on this particular research project, 
and recently received the following email from him:

 During the last 3 months, I’ve been busy with only one 
piece of research: A friend of my (in the us), bought a 
signed nazi (swastika) flag in an estate sale in Pennsylva-
nia. It has 12 signatures on it. It was signed in Chemnitz, in 
April 1945. (It says so on the flag). And the only extra info 
on the flag was “I-Company.”

 my friend knew I’m into WWII research, and asked me if I 
could find out more. I really had nothing else to go on. How 
do you find 12 names out of 20,000,000 men who served in 
the us Army during in WWII? Well... it was a rollercoaster. 
When I saw the name, Gaylord A. towne, it launched me 
of my seat.

 that was a familiar name, 80th Inf Div for sure... found 
his citation (silver star), and the proper document in the 
[online 80th] Digital Archives: I-Company 318th Infantry 
regiment. I went nuts... from that moment, “I only moved 
forward.”

 today, (12/17/2014) I published the article... I found 11 
of the 12 men, in “Item-Company,” and of those 11 men, 
I found proper report proof (i.e., morning reports, Gen-
eral orders, special orders). two hours after publishing 
it, a Facebook friend contacted me. she read my article, 
started searching and found some results... A friend of hers 
will visit with one of the flag signers in a few days (if all goes 
well). He is 91 now! - His name is ronald Jeffers.

 We also found the last missing man. not in I/318 (like 
the other 11), but in m/318. I’m 99% sure it is him. John J. 
o’Keefe.

 none of this would have been possible without you and 
your father. I always try to inspire others, and have written 
the article in a way that I hope it will light a spark in others 
to invest time in research.

 A link to the online published article is at the end. Here 
is the article: it is a long one. It tells a story. more than one. 
And since I published it, I have already added five updates 
(at the end of the article).

 sophia and I have been from st. Avold to Wallendorf, 
from Pintsch to leny’s house (where the Day turner moH 
monument is situated)... now I can say I’ve handled hard-
copies of/and all digital files of I/319, all General orders, 
special orders and what not...

 You have inspired me, way back in the mid 2000’s. And 
I did get Closer to the 80th Infantry Division and walked 
in their footsteps. I found relics, obtained some relics... and 
enjoyed every second of it.

 I hope you will have a look at the article, just to see that 
your effort did light a spark, which turned into a flame.

With warm regards,
Donald van den Bogert
pararesearchteam.com

this is the article within my 80th Inf Div website:
http://www.pararesearchteam.com/80th-Infantry-Divi-
sion/signed-souvenir-German-Flag-research.html

Sometimes people ask why I do what I do – now you know!
And the great thing? There are lots of us who are glad to 
help research. 
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The last date I have entered a name is June 1, 2015

myron Becker – Annual to life
Ben Jarratt – Annual to life
Donald lunsford, 315 FA

Chester Carter, 424th trans Co
Donna mcCuish, Family of Dante Ballerini, G-318

Anonymous – General Fund
leroy Cree – In memory of melvin Cree e-318
William Golden – In Honor of B-317
sheldon Kelley – General Fund
Joyce lee – General Fund
James morrison – In memory of marjorie, Wife
William mosley – In memory of Past Friends 2-318
Victor muller – In memory of PFC Joseph muller – KIA – 

A-317
PnCs 80th Div Veterans Assoc – In memory of PnC elmer 

Dorsten
Betty schweitzer – In memory of Howard C. shoemaker 

I-317
Judy shoemaker – In memory of Howard C. shoemaker 

I-317
William siebert – In memory of louis Blatz l-316
eugene sitarz – In memory of stanley sitarz HQ-319

ANNUAL MEMBERS

DONATIONS

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Check Your Address Label

Doris M. Wollett PAID 2015

5101 Hurop Road
Sandston, VA 23150-5406 

Check your name and address 
(Apt., Bldg., Lot No.). Notify the Secretary if you find an error. 

Membership 
Expiration Date

You have paid 
through Dec of the 
year indicated.

RETURNED MAGAZINE - NO FORWARDING 
ADDRESS

DO YOU KNOW WHERE I AM?

Beers, mrs melvin  2014
Bell, John   life 2nd time
Ison, 2lt Angie  life
Jackson, Col Brydon  life
Johnson, mr Gustave  2014
Kowalski, Walter  life 2nd time
sproull, Dr robert  life
Wegman, William  life

Do You Remember 

Company B-318?
TO: Bob Jones and All Members of B-318

Do you remember Burl mansberger, 80 Div 318 2nd Bat 
Co B – replacement? nov 1944?

Do you remember being south of luxemburg about 90 
miles and being trucked to a drop off point on the way to 
lux, hiking a long way and trying to dig in, but the ground 
was shale like we just lay down and tried to sleep?

Do you remember going up a hill above etterbruck?

Do you remember Burl mansberger assigned to point po-
sition?

Do you remember being stopped, barn door flapping on 
right side and machine gun nest on left up hill in wooded 
area?

Do you remember the officer in Charge directing me to 
continue up the hill?

Do you remember our tanks unable to go up the hill be-
cause no traction in farm land?

Do you remember being up the hill above ettelbruck and 
under a barricade of small arm fire?

Do you remember the attack on the Village of ettelbruck 
and running down the hill being fired upon?

Do you remember the soldier shot in the stomach and we 
were told to not to stop and help?

Do you remember Anderson, the Bazzoke man or the of-
ficer asking who knew how to fire the bazooka? nobody 
answered except Burl mansberger who was assigned to 
assist Anderson.

Do you remember in the middle of the night, German 
tanks with infantry on both sides of the tank advancing to-
wards the edge of town?

Do you remember mansberger stepping out of the house 
and firing the bazooka at the tanks?

Do you remember mansberger being evacuated to a hos-
pital in etampes France? He returned to the Company in 
Feb 1945.

Do you remember crossing the sAAr river in boats, be-
ing pinned down across the sAAr?

If any Company B 318 soldiers remember this event and 
would like to contact me please do. 

my address is: 
343 Woodbridge Lane
Jericho, NY 11753

thanks you and regards – Burl mansberg
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TAPS
Beckner, Kenneth C-315 FA Bn
Downey, CA
DOD: Mar 9, 2015
Rptd by: Internet

Booker, COL(R) Lewis HQ, 80th Div SJA
Richmond, VA
DOD: Apr 4, 2015
Rptd by: MG(R) John Henderson

Buser, August L-317
Charleston, MS
DOD: Mar 1, 2015
Rptd by: Internet

Carpeloti, Anthony C-318
Stowe Twp, PA
DOD: Jun 20, 2009
Rptd by: Internet

Corthell, Marilyn
Gorham, ME
DOD: Jul 31, 2013
Rptd by: Internet
Widow of Charles Corthell I-319

Davis, SGM(R) William, HQ, 80th Div G3
Richmond, VA
DOD: Apr 14, 2015
Rptd by: Richmond Times Dispatch

DiFonzo, Panfilo A-314 FA Bn
235 Chestnut St
Downingtown, PA 19335
DOD: Mar 2, 2015
Rptd by: Son, Tony DiFonzo and 
Daughter Paula DiFonzo-Wyatt 

Dorsten, PNC Elmer A-318
14827 Glynwood-New Knoxville Rd
St Mary’s, OH 45885
DOD: May 22, 2015
Rptd by: Daughter, Judy Luthman

Dowdy, Melvin HQ 3-318
Tawas, MI
DOD: Mar 11, 2015
Rptd by: Internet

Futch, PNC Archer G-317
1818 Park Dr
Columbus, GA 31906
DOD: May 16, 2015
Rptd by: Brother, Bill Futch

Gonzalez, Felix 
80th Div Drill Sergeant School
Chesterfield, VA
DOD: Apr 11, 2015
Rptd by: KC Wright

Gould, Jay AT-317
Boulder, CO
DOD: Aug 31, 2008
Rptd by: Internet

Harchar, Liz
Parma, OH
DOD: Feb 26, 2015
Rptd by: Internet
Widow of Andrew Harchar A-305 Eng Bn

Harvey, David 633rd AAA
Stuarts, Draft, VA
DOD: Apr 9, @015
Rptd by: Jeff Wignall

Houser, James H-317
New Kirk, OK
DOD: Jul 18, 2008
Rptd by: Internet

Kent, Maggie
Crockett, TX
DOD: Mar 31, 2009
Rptd by: Internet
Widow of Charles Kent G-319

Kitner, Florence
Dillsburg, PA
DOD: Mar 14, 2015
Rptd by: Internet
Widow of John Kitner G-317

Lukitsch, Lester 905 FA
Millersville, PA
DOD: Mar 18, 2015
Rptd by: Internet

Mitchell, James G-319
Peebles, OH
DOD: Apr 22, 2010
Rptd by: Internet

Palmer, Kent 305 Med Bn
Taylor, AZ
DOD: Apr 22, 2015
Rptd by: Jeff Wignall

Patesel, Julia
South Bend, IN
DOD: Feb 21, 20204
Widow of Mr Patesel A-319

Phillips, Bobby B-305 Eng Bn
Montgomery, AL
DOD: Jan 5, 2014
Rptd by: Internet

Pietch, Jim AT-318
1919 Cresten Ave Apt 215
Paso Robles, CA 93446
DOD: May 24, 2015
Rptd by: Son, Jim

Prappas, Dempsey AT 317
4899 Montrose Blvd #1001
Museum Tower
Houston, TX 77006
DOD: Apr 18, 2015
Rptd by: Wife, Mary

Rayl, Richard D-319
Neptune Beach, FL
DOD: Oct 27, 2005
Rptd by: Internet

Reed, Albert G-318
Killingworth, CT
DOD: Feb 26, 2014
Rptd by: Internet

Schmerr, Lester L-317
West Chester, OH
DOD: Mar 18, 2015
Rptd by: Internet

Scribner, Gordon 80th QM
Conneaut, OH
DOD: Apr 28, 2002
Rptd by: Internet

Shumaker, CW5 Tommy 
HQ 80th Div G4
New Kent, VA
DOD: May 9, 2015
Rptd by: Richmond Times Dispatch

Stiles, SFC(R) Charles 
HQ 80th Div G4
Fredericksburg, VA
DOD: Apr 9, 2015
Rptd by: MSG Charlene Williams

Archer Obituary, continued from page 1

He loved the City of livermore and was passionate about 
being of service to give back and improve his community.

Archer loved outdoor activities including sailing, skiing, 
and hiking. He celebrated his retirement with a trip to the 
Himalayas to climb some of the world’s highest mountains. 
He also enjoyed several cross-country skiing trips in the si-
erras and in Colorado with several other retired employees 
from the lab. He spent many happy days at his mountain 
home at lake tahoe and enjoyed entertaining many visi-
tors there.

Archer was preceded in death by his first wife, Patricia, 
and his daughter tina Buch. He is survived by: his second 
wife, sybil Futch, of Columbus, GA; his brother, Bill Futch, 
of richmond, VA; his sister, Carolyn naylor, of Jackson-
ville, Fl; his daughter, lisa Futch Klaeser, of Granite Bay, 
CA; his daughter, Jacqueline Gardiner, of Punta Gorda, Fl; 
and 3 grandsons: Jason spake, micah Klaeser, and reed 
Klaeser.

memorial donations in memory of Archer can be made 
to the endowment of the tri-Valley Conservancy, 1457 First 
street, livermore, CA 94550.
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Please Make Check Payable to: 80th Division Veterans Association. You can mail check and completed information to:
Bill Black / 80th Division Veterans Association • 1031 Overlook Park Lane • Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Phone: 404-493-6601 • E-mail: williamrblack@gmail.com

If you would prefer to have your brick shipped to an alternate address, please provide: 

Three lines of inscription:

PHONE E-MAIL 

CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY

ADDRESS 

NAME (FIRST / LAST)

Prices include brick cutting, surface smoothing, three lines of inscription, shipping and installation. 
You may inscribe whatever you wish as it can fit on the three lines. If you’re  interested, please fill in the following information:

1. Standard Granite $195 Quantity:
2. Virginia “Hokie” Stone $295 Quantity: (Hokie Stone has metal colored 80th Patch) 

There are two types of bricks to choose from:

The purpose of the brick program is to help the overall financial status of our organization and help it to remain viable for the future. It is a fantastic 
way to honor our veterans. The bricks (also called “pavers”) are approximately 5” tall x 11” wide x 4” thick. The bricks will be placed at the 80th 
Training Command Headquarters in Richmond, Virginia, adjacent to our 80th Division monument.

80th Division Veterans Association Memorial Brick Paver Program

80TH D IVISION MEMORIAL BRICKS
HONOR OUR VETERANS AND HELP THE ASSOCIATION RAISE NEEDED FUNDS!
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Eightieth Division Veterans Association 96th Annual Reunion
Clarion Hotel and Conference Center, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania August 19 -22, 2015

Please print all information and return by June 30, 2015

First Reunion:  ❍ Yes  ❍ No

Name of Veteran or Attendee: __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Spouse or Guests:____________________________________________________________________________________

Unit Affiliation: _____________________________________ Period: __________________ Handicap: _______________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip Code: _______________________ 

E-mail address if available: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registration Fee: _____ x $40 per person $___________ 

Prize Tickets ($2 each or all 12 for $20): _____ x $2 per ticket $___________ 

Wednesday Night Commander’s Reception: _____ x $24.50 per person $___________ 

US Army Heritage and Education Center, Carlisle, PA: _____ x $30 per person $___________ 
(Light lunch included)

Thursday Night Dugout Party: _____ x $33 per person $___________ 

Friday Night Buffet: _____ x $33 per person $___________ 

Saturday Night Dinner: (indicate choice for each person) _____ x $37 per person $___________ 

  _____ x Chicken Marsala 

  _____ x Pesto Encrusted Tilapia

Program Listing: (PRiNT NAMES) _____ x $5 per name $___________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Program Ads (see reverse of Welcome Letter for details): Ad size:_______________  $___________ 

1”H x 3.5”W: $10 2”H x 3.5”W: $20 4”H x 3.5”W: $40

2”H x 7.5”W: $40 4”H x 7.5”W: $80 10”H x 7.5”W: $125 (full page)

Program Book (mailed to address above): _____ x $7.50 $___________ 

NoTE: ALL MEAL PRICES INCLuDE TAxES & gRATuITIES. 

 ToTAL ENCLoSED: $______________________

Make Checks Payable to:  80th Division Veterans Association

Mail Form and Check to:  80th Division Veterans Association 

    c/o Doug Knorr • 1609 Dracka Rd. • Traverse City, MI 49685

    231-534-9700



80TH DIVISION
VETERANS ASSOCIATION

THE Needs Your
HELP!

We find that we are in a financial crisis and need financial 
support to remain viable for the future. Please consider a gift 

for Veterans Day in the name of a loved one or a friend.

YOUR DONATION WILL BE APPRECIATED!

IN THE
NAME OF:

FROM
UNIT:

$25 $50 $100 Other
Make Check Payable to: 80th Division Veterans Association

Name of your loved one or friend Unit of your loved one or friend


