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French Legion of Honor
By:  MG WilliaM GErraty

The following is The email i received from the PoC, 
i spoke with, at the french embassy. i did clarify that all 
officers, warrants, and enlisted soldiers are eligible- as 

long as they served in france, during wwii. Also, while posthu-
mous awards are not granted, if the soldier passes after appli-
cation is made, the family will be asked to accept the award:

following your phone call, please find hereunder the information 
concerning the french legion of honor application for wwii 
veterans. The applicant should mail the following documents:

The Defense Mission will then forward the application for pro-
cessing, review and consideration to the Consulate general of 
france that has jurisdiction over the state where the applicant 
currently resides. subsequently, it will be sent to the Ministry 
of foreign Affairs in Paris for final decision. The whole process 
takes between 6 and 12 months, given the large number of 
applications we keep receiving from Us wwii Veterans 

sincerely,
evelyn DeBernardo 
(Communication) Defense Mission
embassy of france in washington
Coopcom.mmf@ambafrance-us.org 

*Please visit the 80th Division website to download a PDF of the 
Application Form, or use the form on pages 13-14 included in 
this newsletter.

•	 A	copy	of	his	Enlisted	Record	and	
Report	of	separation.

•	 A	copy	of	his	Honorable	Discharge.

•	 The	completed	application	form.*

To 

embassy of france
Defense Mission
4101	Reservoir	Road	NW
washington, D.C. 20007
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Editor’s Notes
By Doris WollEtt

i BelieVe we CAn say that winter is about over and spring 
is just around the corner. The weather is beginning to be 
nice and warm and things outside are turning green and 

blooming in all colors. Birds have started to come back home 
to our local areas. what does all this mean to us? god is an 
awesome god that gives us so much variety in life to enjoy.

Regardless	 if	you	do	 the	work	yourself	or	have	someone	 to	
assist you, it is time to think about our yards, bird feeders, 
and opening our windows for fresh air. it also means that we 
all can get outside more and move around. if you are able, 
take a few minutes each day to take a little walk around your 
area and enjoy all the beauty we have to gaze upon.

i really appreciate all the input that is provided for the 80th 
Blue Ridge Service Magazine. i will try to get everyone’s 
article published. i prefer you submit your articles using email 
if you use it or if you do not then mail if fine. send me your 
noteworthy comments to share with all our members.

i would ask that you send all correspondence to me includ-
ing membership renewals, articles you would like published 
in the Blue Ridge Service Magazine, notification of Change of 
Address, notification of TAPs for a Comrade that has passed, 
any donation that you would like to make to the organization, 
etc. Please make all checks payable to the 80th Division Vet-
erans Association. This includes donations to the McBride 
scholarship fund as i have to deposit it into the 80th Divi-
sion Bank Account and then write a check to the Bank that 
handles the scholarship.

Brown, June (80th Family)

Foushee, 1SG(R) Sheila (HQ, 80th TC)

Goodwillie, COL James ‘Skip” (HQ, 80th TC G3/HQ 94th Div)

Phillips, COL Virgil (1st Bde, 94th Div)

Westerwelle, LTC Mary (HQ, 102nd Div)

Adams, Msg larry (hQ 80th TC g4)

Brewer, sgM sonja (hQ 80th TC g5)

everett, Msg iris (4th Bde, 94th Div)

fields, MAJ Alexia (hQ, 80th TC)

Hightower,	SGM	Robert	(HQ,	80th	TC	IG)

Roane,	MSG	Rochelle	(HQ,	80th	TC	G3)

wills, CsM James (hQ 80th TC Cmd)

Litchfield,	Greg	(In	Memory	of	Father	Russell	Litchfield)

Merritt, nancy (in Memory of husband Kerry Merritt)

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS

DONATIONS
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AS	WE	ARE	ENjoyING a relatively mild winter and 
looking forward to spring, we have been blessed 
by the fact that prayers have been answered for 

some of our loved ones. we shall all continue to be 
concerned about those who are sick and infirm. 

we had the pleasure of attending the Commander’s 
Conference recently, which was most pleasant and 
enjoyable. it was wonderful to see the recognition of 
the young warriors as given by the 80th Division and 
Post	 50/Blue	 Ridge.	 It	 is	 nice	 to	 see	 these	 pleasant	
interactions among the generations. i was very happy 
to see the retirement ceremony which was so richly 
deserved for PnC/CsM Don stewart.

last week, i had the privilege of giving a lecture at 
liberty University in lynchburg, VA. The subject, of 
course, was “The history of the 80th Division in world 
wars i & ii”. The people in attendance (probably to 
100-200)	 were	 History	 students,	 faculty,	 and	 RoTC	
personnel. Pertinent questions were entertained and 
answered; the most enthusiasm was centered on the 
“show and tell” artifacts. i look forward to continued 
interaction with this great University in the future. As 
the 150th anniversary of the Civil war approaches, 
there will be more interest in VA history.

Dr Anthony at Liberty University

we note the continuing great plans of Col. Porter for 
the Baltimore area reunion of the 80th Division Veterans 
Association in August of this year. he has been working 
assiduously on this project. i am sure that there will be 
interaction with the U.s. navy as well.

we are all looking forward to a wonderful visit in lux-
embourg this June. Virgil Myers, as always, will be 
shepherding the American contingent. we are anxious 
to see the dedication of the 80th memorial in Mertzig 
during the luxembourg friends week. i remind you 
that many states and many of you have donated flags 
or funds for flags which are to be flown at the memo-
rial. we wish to recognize the outstanding efforts of 
our good friend Jean Muller who has amassed names, 
units, and affiliations of our KiA. Jean has worked on 
this project for a long time; i look forward to this dedi-
cation, and to further battlefield archeology in luxem-
bourg.

Thank you all for the spirit of camaraderie and fellow-
ship which we share.

GoD	BLESS	AMERICA

Dr.	Lee	S.	Anthony,	F-317

COMMANDERS MESSAGE
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Upcoming Visit of Buchenwald 
Concentration Camp Survivor
By: BarBara BrockMaN

soL	LuRIE,	A	BuCHENWALD Concentration Camp 
Survivor	 and	 his	 wife	 Raja,	 will	 be	 guest	 of	 the	
hillel Jewish group at washington and Jefferson 

College.They will arrive in Pittsburgh, April the 11th, Mr. 
lurie’s 82nd Birthday, and fly back to Monroe Township, 
nJ on April 15th.

As the camp began to liberate in early April 1945, the ss 
Troops fleeing from the camp, sol was 14 years old and 
would turn 15th on April 11, 1945. on the same day, Dad 
(Clarence h. Brockman), harry Billman, harry eckerl and 
Pete Ciaveralla came across some escaped inmates from 
the camp and drove them back. Dad never met sol at that 
time but we met him and his daughter, April 2010 when we 

DOG Company 317th
By: MiltoN tEN HavE

ouR	 SECTIoN	 oF	 “DoG”	 Co.,	 317th	 was	 part	
of a group which went through the pillboxes of 
the siegfried line. There were a couple of Tank 

Destroyers & some riflemen (i think “Charley” Co.). After 
we ran across some open fields under artillery fire, we 
were able to hide out in the pine forest as hitler’s rein-
forcements made their way toward the front. Then, we 
followed their route toward the front. 

All german roads went through walled towns—our TD’s 
looked enough like “Tiger” tanks to fool the few germans 

Tony Blair at Oklahoma State University
By: MG(r) DoUG Dollar

ToNy	BLAIR	RECENTLy	SPokE at the osU campus in stillwater. in the photo 
below	 you	 can	 see	 that	 I	 presented	 him	 with	 an	 80th	 Blue	 Ridge	 Coin.	 He	
recognized our division and told me he had thought of joining the 80th Train-

ing Command as a drilling reservist, but the prime minister job came up before 
he could and he decided being a reservist would take up too much of his time. i 
assured him we could work something out, in case he ever changed his mind now 
that he is retired.

I	did	suggest	he	could	still	be	an	honorary	member	of	the	Blue	Ridge	Association,	
if he passed muster when we review his records. i hope this sets a positive exam-
ple for the rest of you and that you will always be promoting our fine organization.

MG(R) Dollar presents Coin to Former Prime Minister Tony Blair

all went back to weimar, germany for the 65th Anniversary 
of the liberation of Buchenwald Concentration Camp.

The day we were at the Anniversary at the camp, it was 
on April 11, sol’s 80th birthday. it also will be my parents 
65th wedding anniversary on April 11, 2012, so it will 
be	a	double	celebration.	Sol	and	Raja	will	be	staying	at	
the springhill suites, washington, PA. Anyone who was 
on the 2010 trip and met sol, please come and join us, 
anyone that was in weimar or at Buchenwald, April 1945, 
also, please come and join us.

There	will	be	a	birthday	celebration	in	the	Media	Room	at	
the College the evening of the 11th. An open invitation to 
the	public	 for	 the	evening	of	 the	12th.	The	13th,	 they	will	
travel to a local school and speak, then meet the County 
Commissioners before heading to Beth israel synagogue. 
saturday, they will be given a tour of Pittsburgh then an 
open dinner that evening overlooking the city.

Please join this wonderful event, sol is such a caring 
speaker and a wonderful person.

garrisoned there, so we took the town & then captured the 
next	group	of	reinforcements.	Come	morning,	our	30	cal.	
machine gun was on the ridge by the cemetery. 

when a “tiger” came down the ridge to take care of us, 
the TD’s knocked him off. Then, we shot at anything 
that moved, including horse-drawn artillery pieces. 
we referred to it as the time we shot the horses (being 
midwestern farm boys, we felt bad about that). By 
afternoon, the armored division (probably 4th or 6th 
Armored) came through after artillery had knocked out 
the fortifications, but we had a part in it. 

i’ve never seen any account of our sneaking through. 
from that time, we were moving “forward” across ger-
many & Austria.
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Only Moving Forward: The 80th As Liberators
By: WaltEr BartHolD

hISToRy	 GIvES	 THE	 80TH infantry Division its 
due credit for participating in the liberation of 
france. strictly speaking, however, that worth-

while achievement was a by-product of our true mission, 
the destruction of nazi germany. france just happened 
to be on our route to that destination. even so, freeing 
the country stands out for many of us as a high point in 
our eTo experience. There follow the reminiscences of 
one such man. 

it has always seemed to me that in preparing for the 
landings in normandy, the Army did not really know what 
to expect from the french people. we each received a 
guide book giving us a few french phrases and setting 
forth	some	details	of	 the	people’s	 life	and	customs.	yet	
there appeared to be ignorance as to just how the civil-
ian population would react to the arrival of American sol-
diers. After all, troops of the puppet Vichy government 
had initially resisted the landings of the Allies in north 
Africa in 1942.

Thus i recall our receiving a lecture in england from an 
officer, whose name i omit; warning us to expect indif-
ference, perhaps even hostility from the french. he told 
us not to let them interfere with the carrying out of our 
duties and to deal roughly with them when necessary. 
he said (and where he got this idea i do not know) that 
the french had a long history of friendship with the ger-
mans and so could not be counted on as our friends.

he could not have been more wrong. from the moment 
of the Division’s landing on Utah Beach (on August 2 in 
my case) we were greeted with heartwarming gratitude 
and friendliness. having studied french in high school 
and for a time in college, i had attained a degree of flu-
ency and so may have appreciated this attitude more 
than others, but there could be no mistaking the sincer-
ity and the genuineness of our reception.

As a radio operator in the signal Company, i had been 
assigned in england to a four-man team responsible for 
communication between division hQ and one of the reg-
iments. Upon our arrival in normandy, i was transferred, 
without explanation, out of the radio section to the sig-
nal Company CP and put to work on, to put it politely, 
odd jobs. This left me with a certain amount of free time. 
At each of our encampments in normandy, word spread 
around the area that a french-speaking American was 
nearby. Day after day, therefore, i had a small group of 
civilians gathered around my pup tent for conversation 
on a variety of topics.

once the Third Army broke out of normandy, late in 
August if i remember correctly, the war became, for 

most of us, not much more than a truck ride. encoun-
tering no real resistance, the 80th swung around to the 
south of Paris through several cities, including orléons, 
Chalons-sur-Marne, sens and Verdun, and countless 
small towns and villages. everywhere we were greeted 
by enthusiastic, cheering crowds. Traffic conditions 
made numerous stops necessary, and on such occa-
sions the truck in which i was traveling was promptly 
surrounded by civilians welcoming us and recounting, 
in french of course, the hardships and oppression they 
had endured during four years of occupation.

That easy war came to an abrupt end when, sometime 
in september, the Third Army literally ran out of gasoline. 
This gave the germans time to pull themselves together 
and organize resistance. The 80th found itself at that 
point approaching the Moselle, and i believe that cross-
ing that river represented the division’s toughest battle of 
the european campaign. That fall i returned to duty as a 
radio operator, which left me with less time for fraterniz-
ing with the french, but i continued to serve as the sig-
nal Company’s interpreter in its dealings with civilians.

At various points along the way, i made friendships, all 
of them necessarily short-lived, with different segments 
of the population, including farmers, housewives, police-
men, storekeepers and many children. i recall as one 
example a school teacher whom i met at Dieulouard, 
where the signal Company was billeted for some time in 
the schoolhouse, then closed for the summer, where she 
worked. she had got her job years before as the result of 
a civil-service preference granted because her husband 
had been killed in world war i. i do not recall what she 
and i talked about, but i do remember looking forward to 
our daily meetings, and i suspect that she did likewise. i 
recall for one thing her agreeing with me that an empty 
classroom had an air of sadness to it. 

My eighteen months in the eTo left me with a bounti-
ful collection of memories. none of them impresses 
me more deeply than my encounters with the french 
population. Their own army had let these people down in 
1940, and it must have been painful to acknowledge that 
they had to depend on foreign troops to rescue them 
from	the	harsh	consequences	of	that	defeat.	yet	I	never	
detected a trace of bitterness in that regard. i have been 
to france a number of times since 1945, and time and 
again i have received expressions of gratitude for hav-
ing played a part in hitler’s defeat. That part, i grant, was 
small, perhaps insignificant, but it still brings me pride.

walter Barthold

80th signal Company
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2012 Commanders’ Leadership Conference in Virginia Beach 
By: sGt. 1st class aNNE WaltErs

THE	 80TH	 TRAINING	 CoMMAND (TAss) gathered 
leaders from across the country to Virginia Beach 
for its annual Commander’s Conference. The mis-

sion of the conference was to facilitate communication 
of the Commanding general Maj. gen. Bill gerety’s 
vision, priorities, policies and other guidance to sub-
ordinate unit command teams. The commanding gen-
eral’s intent was to synchronize the systems and efforts 
between the 80th and its subordinate units. The end 
result of the conference was that all unit command staff 
would be trained and knowledgeable on the internal sys-
tems and functions of the 80th Training Command.

At past commander’s conferences, workshops took up a 
significant portion of time, which resulted in several days 
added to the event. This year’s conference, however, 
gerety, as the new 80th commander, removed the work-
shops and streamlined the event to three days. 

each day’s agenda was filled with a wide variety of 
classes and presentations. The topics included medi-
cal actions, supervisor development training, suicide 
intervention, personnel security, government travel card 
management controls, and public affairs guidance for 
election year activities.

Representatives	 from	 the	 80th	 Training	 Command’s	
Family	 Program,	 Blue	 Ridge	 Association,	 Military	 offi-
cers Association of America, employers support of the 
Guard	and	Reserve,	and	 the	Reserve	officers	Associa-
tion provided colorful displays and information to confer-
ence attendees.

some of the conference highlights included a saturday 
evening awards dinner where medals, trophies, certifi-

cates, swords, and plaques were presented to the 80th’s 
“best of the best,” and a sunday morning prayer break-
fast with guest speaker Chaplain Col. Kenneth w. stice, 
Command Chaplain for the U.s. Army Training and Doc-
trine Command.

At	 the	 Saturday	 evening	 awards	 banquet,	 Retired	 Navy	
Capt. lee Anthony served as the guest speaker. in his 
speech	 to	 more	 than	 130	 attendees,	 Anthony	 gave	 a	
presentation of the 80th’s history, beginning with world 
war ii. in his historical presentation, he pointed out that 
“knowing our past helps us learn what works, what 
doesn’t work, and to plan more intelligently for our 
future.”	 A	 five-piece	 brass	 ensemble	 from	 the	 380th	
Army	 Reserve	 Band	 entertained	 banquet	 guests	 with	
patriotic music, including “The star-spangled Banner” 
and “The Army song.” The saturday evening awards 
banquet was the ideal opportunity to recognize and 
award those who have excelled throughout the past year.

The	80th	Training	Command	Soldier	of	the	year	Award	
was presented to spec. Emmanuel Estremera-Per-
ez, of the 100th Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 94th Division. 
sgt. 1st class Martin rodriguez, of the 104th Battal-
ion, 2nd Brigade, 102nd Division, received the 80th’s 
NCo	 of	 the	 year	 Award.	 Both	 Estremera-Perez	 and	
Rodriguez	competed	in	and	won	the	command’s	Best	
warrior Competition in 2011, earning them these cov-
eted awards. Master sgt. Jeffrey D. kennedy, of the 
95th Battalion, 1st Brigade, 100th Division, received the 
80th’s	 Instructor	 of	 the	 year	 Award.	 Master sgt. Wal-
ter M. Detrinidad,	 of	 the	 319th	 Battalion,	 800th	 Logis-
tics support Brigade, earned the 80th’s Active guard 
Reserve	of	the	year	Award.	Mrs. karen l. copeland, of 

ConTinUeD on PAge 7

MG Gerraty congratulates MSG Kennedy as 
Instructor of the Year

CSM Blanco hands over duties to CSM Wills 
at Change of Responsibility Ceremony
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ConTinUeD on PAge 10

the 6th Battalion, 4th Brigade, 94th Division, earned the 
80th’s	junior	Military	Technician	of	the	year	Award.	Mrs. 
rosie Pinkerton, of the headquarters, 80th Training 
Command, received the 80th’s senior Military Technician 
of	the	year	Award.

In	addition,	several	Blue	Ridge	Association	Awards	were	
presented. in honor of her late husband, command sgt. 
Maj. Morris salley, Jr., an 80th soldier, Donica salley 
helped present the 2011 Award of excellence to com-
mand sgt. Maj. alfredo M. Montes.

Change	 of	 Responsibility	 ceremonies	 are	 not	 usually	
held during the command’s annual conference. however, 

From the Historian’s Corner... 
By: BrUcE sMitH

over the past dozen or so years, inquiries have been 
received from nearly six-hundred families; all were look-
ing for information about an ancestor who served with 
the 80th Division. Just like we experienced at the begin-
ning of our research, many of these folks had no idea 
where to begin looking for data—some didn’t even know 
if their Veteran had been with the 80th. initially, my focus 
was on the ww i era, but after assuming the duties of 
historian, it was necessary to delve into the activities of 
the 1940s. This has been an interesting learning process.

The previous historians had amassed a large amount of 
documentation and boxes of it were delivered to Andy 
Adkins who then digitized a good bit, making it avail-
able to the public on the internet. his efforts have saved 
countless hours of personal research for all of us. last 
year, when Andy announced his resignation as secre-
tary/editor, he provided most of the original documenta-
tion and equipment to me. with a lack of storage space, 
as well as a good safeguard for the materials, the Vet-
erans granted permission for removal of the artifacts to 
the Army heritage and education Center at Carlisle. That 
facility already houses more 80th materials than they 
have archived for other Army Divisions, and it was the 
logical repository for these additional items. The Descen-
dants organization, too, had acquired many artifacts 
and documents from the Veterans, with the promise that 
those items would also be archived safely. The Carlisle 
facility had previously been selected to receive them.

Changes in policy and personnel at UsAheC have 
delayed the transfer of the materials, however, we are 
anxiously anticipating effecting the safe disposition with-
in a short time. one of their requisites has been a com-
plete indexing of the documents, which we have been 
able to accomplish. we have numerous banker’s boxes 
filled with documents, uniforms, photos, Veterans’ mem-
oirs and other artifacts, that we plan to transport to the 
new museum facility.

with three command sergeants major leaving simul-
taneously, it was a good opportunity to say good bye 
to those leaving and welcome to those coming in. in a 
single	Change	 of	 Responsibility	 ceremony	held	 on	 Sat-
urday, the 80th Training Command, 102nd Division and 
100th Division transferred responsibility from their out-
going to incoming command sergeants major with the 
passing of three nCo swords.

The 80th’s outgoing Command sgt. Maj. luis Blanco 
passed the nCo sword to incoming Command sgt. Maj. 
James P. Wills. The 102nd Division’s outgoing Com-
mand sgt. Maj. stephen Norris handed the nCo sword 
to his replacement Command sgt. Maj. David a. Dyer. 

i thought it might be interesting to highlight a couple of 
the things i have learned in this process of inventorying 
the contents of the many boxes of information.

over thirty years ago, concern was raised about the 
longevity of the 80th Division Veterans Association. The 
Judge Advocate at that time was asked to investigate the 
requirements for dissolving the organization. fortunately, 
the membership didn’t follow through, and the Veterans 
have enjoyed additional comradeship and fellowship at 
numerous reunions since that time.

Another indication of the concern for the declining mem-
bership occurred in the 1990s, when it was suggested 
that sons of the Veterans should be invited to join as 
associates. There was also some discussion about 
inviting soldiers currently serving in the 80th Training 
Command to become members. That it took another 20 
years for that to happen attests to the strong convictions 
of members to maintain the Association as they knew it. 

one of the most significant pieces of history, however, 
is found in a large black box. it contains microfiche cop-
ies	 of	 the	 Morning	 Reports	 of	 the	 80th	 Division.	 These	
are some of the same reports that Andy digitized for 
the internet. however, not all of the records in that box 
are for the “organic” 80th—typically, the headquarters, 
infantries, field Artilleries, ordnance, engineer, Medi-
cal Battalions. There are also records for the units that 
served in support of the 80th Division, or for whom the 
80th provided support. These included Tank Battalions, 
evac groups, hospitals, Anti-Aircraft Units, signal Bat-
talions, etc.,—more than 125 other organizations. infor-
mation on these films has already helped us locate data 
for a couple of the inquiries received recently.

Col Charles lindburgh was an honorary member of the 
Association, per service Magazine 1929.

LEADERSHIP CONVEENCE:	FRoM	PAGE	6
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POST NEWS
Dear Blue Ridge Post 50 Members

greetings to everyone and thank you to all who contrib-
uted to this newsletter!

This has been a very busy winter for us in Post 50 as 
well as the 80th Training Command. in this issue is a 
report on the 80th Training Command’s annual Com-
manders Conference and Awards Banquet held in Vir-
ginia Beach. it also gives me great pleasure to pass on 
stories from Mg Doug Dollar and other members about 
exciting activities that they have shared. As the Vice 
Commander for the 80th Division Veterans Association, 
I	 am	 finalizing	 plans	 for	 our	 93rd	 reunion	 to	 be	 held	 in	
Baltimore at the Bwi Marriott hotel from 22 to 26 August 
2012,	(see	accompanying	article).	The	Blue	Ridge	Asso-
ciation is also finalizing plans for its annual meeting. we 
hope to have details out soon.

the 80th training command annual

Awards Dinner was held January 28 at the Virginia Beach 
Resort	and	Conference	Center	in	virginia	Beach,	virginia.	
several awards were presented by 80th Division Veterans 
Association Commander, Dr lee Anthony and 80th Blue 
Ridge	 Post	 #50	 vice	 President	 CSM	 (R)	 Doris	 Wollett.	
Awardees were each presented a check for $250. The 
80th Division Veterans Association supported this year’s 
program with its first annual contribution of $500. 

the association presented the following awards:

AGR	of	the	year:	MSG	Walter	M.	Detrinidad,	800th	LSB,	
Lancaster,	 PA;	 junior	 Military	 Technician	 of	 the	 year:	
karen	L.	Copeland,	4th	Bn,	104th	Regt,	94th	Div,	Camp	
Parks,	CA;	Senior	Military	Technician	of	 the	year:	Rosie	
Pinkerton,	HQ,	80th	Training	Command,	Richmond,	vA;	
Instructor	 of	 the	 year:	 MSG	 jeffrey	 kennedy,	 6/95th.	
100th	Div,	San	Antonio,	TX;	NCo	of	the	year:	SFC	Martin	
Rodriguez,	 1/104th,	 102nd	 Div,	 Aurora,	 Co;	 Soldier	 of	
the	year:	SPC	Emmanuel	Estremerzperez,	6/100th,	94th	
Div, ft sheridan, il.

Two of our members received the legion of Merit Award 
for outstanding service to the 80th Training Command. 
lifetime Member Bg James T. williams, Acting Com-
mander of the 94th Division at fort lee, VA and Member 
CoL	Richard	j.	 Torres,	ADC	at	 the	80th	Training	Com-
mand,	Richmond,	vA	were	presented	the	Legion	of	Merit	
by Mg william h. gerety, Commander of the 80th Train-
ing Command. The legion of Merit was awarded to both 
officers for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per-
formance of their duties.

A special change of responsibility ceremony was also 
held at the Commander’s Conference on January 28th. 
The	ceremony	was	to	recognize	the	Change	of	Respon-
sibility at the 80th Training Command from outgoing 
CsM luis A. Blanco to the new CsM James P. wills. 
Both	CSMs	are	members	of	 the	80th	Blue	Ridge	Army	

Reserve	 Association,	 Post	 Number	 50.	 The	 Change	 of	
Responsibility	ceremony	 is	steeped	 in	military	traditions	
and serves the dual function of rendering honors to the 
Departing CsM and providing official recognition of the 
transfer of authority as senior nCo of the 80th to the 
incoming CsM. 

CSM	 Blanco	 has	 over	 34	 years	 of	 military	 service	 and	
served	 as	 80th	 CSM	 from	 2003-2006	 and	 again	 from	
2010 until Dec 2012. incoming CsM wills has over 27 
years of service and his most recent assignment was at 
the	81st	RSC	from	2010	until	Dec	2011.

Dr. lee Anthony was the featured speaker during the 
80th Training Command Awards Dinner. Mg gerety is 
shown presenting Dr Anthony with a plaque thanking 
him for his work with the 80th.

we recently received news from former 80th Division 
commander, Mg Doug Dollar who announced that 
former Prime Minister of great Britain, Tony Blair had 
recently spoke at the oklahoma state University campus 
in stillwater. in the photo below you can see that Mg 
Dollar presented the former Prime Minister with an 80th 
Blue	 Ridge	 Coin.	 MG	 dollar	 stated	 “He	 recognized	 our	
Division and told me he had thought of joining the 80th 
Training Command as a drilling reservist, but the prime 
minister job came up before he could and he decided 
being a reservist would take up too much of his time. i 
assured him we could work something out, in case he 
ever changed his mind now that he is retired.”

Mg Dollar went on to suggest that “he could still be an 
honorary	 member	 of	 the	 Blue	 Ridge	 Association,	 if	 he	
passed muster when we review his records.” Always a 
recruiter, Mg dollar stated, “i hope this sets a positive 
example for the rest of you and that you will always be 
promoting our fine organization.”

we were also happy to receive a story about work done 
by	Blue	Ridge	member	LTC	Cynthia	Norwood	in	support	
of the annual wall of honor ceremony held at the Virginia 
State	Capitol	 in	Richmond	on	21	February,	2012.	During	
this	 year’s	 event,	 the	 Richmond	 Ambulance	 Authority	
(RAA)	 was	 honored	 with	 a	 Patriot	 Award	 for	 being	 an	
outstanding employer of national guard members and 
Reserve	forces.

The award is given by employer support of the guard 
and	 Reserve	 (ESGR),	 a	 Department	 of	 Defense	 (DoD)	
organization established to promote cooperation and 
understanding	 between	 Reserve	 members	 and	 their	
civilian employers.

“The	 Richmond	 Ambulance	 Authority	 has	 shown	 its	
outstanding patriotism by going the extra mile to help its 
employees	 who	 are	 Guard	 and	 Reserve	 performs	 their	
military	duty	for	our	country.	 In	so	doing,	the	Richmond	
Ambulance Authority is a contributor to our national 
defense,” said lTC Cindy norwood, ombudsman Direc-
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tor for the Virginia Committee of the Department of 
Defense	 Employer	 Support	 of	 the	 Guard	 and	 Reserve	
and lieutenant Colonel with the 80th Training Com-
mand; and a senior Assistant Attorney general for the 
virginia	 office	 of	 the	 Attorney	 General.	 “The	 Richmond	
Ambulance Authority has also shown its exceptional 
patriotism by providing assistance for the Common-
wealth’s annual wall of honor Ceremony, paying tribute 
to the heroes of the global war on Terrorism who have 
paid the ultimate price for our freedom. words cannot 
adequately express how much we all appreciate every-
thing this great organization has done for our men and 
women in the armed forces.”

additional Note from the vice President:

Congratulations to our President, grant Porter, on his 
promotion to Colonel. Col Porter will remain at his cur-
rent assignment as the g1. Two photos showing his 
promotion which and the renewing of the oath of office 
administered by Mg wendel and his family attaching his 
“eagles” to his uniform are included.

Above: MG Wendel congratulates 
COL Porter on Promotion

Left: Sons and Wife attaching New Rank 
to COL Porter’s uniform

Below Left: CSM(R) Wollett presents 
a check to Mrs Rosie Pinkerton, 
Outstanding Military Technician

Below Right: MG(R) Evans congratulates 
CSM(R) Stewart on retirement
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check your address label

Doris M. Wollett PaiD 2012

5101 Hurop road
sandston, va 23150-5406 

Check your name and address (Apt., Bldg., lot no.).
notify the secretary if you find an error. 

Membership 
Expiration Date

You have paid 
through Dec of the 
indicated year

The 2012 80th Division Veterans Association’s 93rd Reunion

ALL,	 PLEASE	 MARk	 youR calendars for 22-26 
August 2012 as plans are well under way for the 
80th	 Division’s	 93rd	 Annual	 veterans	 Reunion.	

The event will take place in Baltimore; which fits well 
into the celebration of our nations history as this year 
marks the Bicentennial anniversary of the war of 1812. 
we are planning to have a dinner cruise in Baltimore 
harbor where francis scott Key wrote the star spangled 
Banner 200 years ago during the battle that saved the 
nation. Those wishing to visit the city in advance may 
want to attend the celebratory festivities that are taking 
place this June. The director of the festivities noted that 
“Before the Battle of Baltimore, the British had sacked 
washington leaving Baltimore as the last point of resis-
tance against the enemy forces. Many thought all was 
lost for the new democracy, but the city of Baltimore 
met the attack and saved the nation. This country has 
an immense debt to the residents of this great city.” 
however, that is not to say that the reunion will be overly 
expensive this year. The rates are comparable to past 
reunion events.

The Baltimore washington international (Bwi) Airport 
Marriott hotel has been selected as the location for 
this year’s event. Marriott provides a lovely full service 
facility there that will have just completed an extensive 
renovation. The hotel features two fine reasonably priced 

restaurants, an indoor pool with a whirlpool, an exercise 
room, internet access, and a free shuttle to and from 
the airport as well as free parking for those traveling by 
car. The nightly room rate for lodging in $100.00. The 
address	 of	 the	 hotel	 is	 1743	 West	 Nursery	 Road,	 Balti-
more	MD	21240.	Reservations	must	be	made	prior	to	Fri-
day, July 27th to receive the group rate. The reservation 
number for the hotel is 1-800-228-9290. The rate for our 
block of rooms can be obtained by referencing the “80th 
Division	veterans	Association	Reunion.”

Plan on attending all of the usual events and consider 
taking in some local sightseeing. The orioles will be in 
town and history buffs may want to visit the birthplace 
Museum	 of	 Babe	 Ruth,	 Fort	 McHenry,	 the	 Annapo-
lis naval Academy or perhaps the national Aquarium 
located on the inner harbor. for more information about 
things to do in Baltimore, check the website: http://
starspangled200.org/

Keep an eye on your mailbox in April and look for a “Call 
to	 the	Reunion”	 invitation	and	 registration	 form	 that	will	
outline all of the events. on behalf of our national Com-
mander, Dr. lee Anthony, we look forward to seeing you 
in Baltimore this August. 

senior Vice Commander

Colonel grant Porter

The 100th Division’s outgoing Command sgt. Maj. allan 
a. anastasiades relinquished his duties to his replace-
ment Command sgt. Maj. Bruce W. clark.

Resiliency	 was	 the	 theme	 of	 Chaplain	 Col.	 Stice’s	
speech at sunday’s Prayer Breakfast. he spoke of 
the survival of two American women, heather Mercer 
and Dayna Curry, who were captured by the Taliban in 
August 2001. he shared his story about how he was part 
of the team who rescued the women in november 2001, 
and what he had learned from these women.

“i was so impressed with heather and Dayna,” stice 
said. “i discovered six things these women did that 
made them resilient. They stayed prepared. They sang, 
worshipping god. They served others, to the best of 
their limited ability. They prayed continually and kept a 
journal. And they told their story, resulting in their book 
‘Prisoners of hope: The story of our Captivity and free-
dom in Afghanistan.’”

Unfortunately, the breakfast ended on a sad note. 
80th Training Command Chaplain lt. Col. Bill Manning 
announced	 that	 one	 of	 the	 80th’s	 Headquarters	 AGR	
soldiers, Master sgt. frank nolan, passed away the 

night before, in a motorcycle accident. Preparations 
were immediately initiated to care for nolan’s family. 

overall, though, the conference seemed to be beneficial 
for many who attended. “i’ve enjoyed meeting people 
in our units,” said sgt. 1st Class Kasey Zehnder, 100th 
Division. “There was a variety of classes and presenta-
tions where we learned some good, practical knowl-
edge.”

“i thought the subjects that were covered in the classes 
were very helpful,” said lt. Col. lewis Kent, 80th Training 
Command headquarters. “This was well worth the time i 
took to come here. i look forward to next year’s confer-
ence.” 

LEADERSHIP CONVEENCE:	FRoM	PAGE	7
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313th Field Artillery Battalion
i am writing this rather early, since i have not been able 
to get in touch with some of you. so i will try again 
before i have completed my write up and see who i may 
be able to get in touch with. i hope that all of you are 
doing well. i have been keeping busy. i am in the process 
of	 selling	 my	 home	 here	 in	 Rowayton,	 CT.	 Since	 it	 has	
become too much of a burden for me. it is 7 rooms and 
living alone in 7 rooms is not much fun, so that is that.

i did hear from someone that elmer Thygne had passed 
away. i did not hear of the cause or anything but i though 
you would want to send a note to his family there. Also 
talked with John ingles and he told me that his wife, 
Audrey, had passed away. i sent him a mass card and 
my condolences. i tried to call Paul Burgio often since he 
does not live too far from me and check on him. so far he 
is doing ok. he does use a walker but gets around pretty 
well and it is always so good talking with him. i heard from 
someone that earl King is on dialysis. he is diabetic. Paul 
would like to hear from some of his friends, if you can….
Please give him a call. he would love it.

Audrey Blocker had two operations and i was able to get 
in touch with her and she seems to be doing well. it was 
a tough time to be going through but Audrey is a fighter 
and when i talked with her, she was just like her old self. 
Mary Brinker wrote me a great email. she wrote about 
how they are and said that Jim is doing fine.

i hear from felix Cistolo quite often and he is back in his 
home and seems to be doing pretty well. he keeps busy 
with his friends and keeps in touch. in fact on a call on 
Dec 7 when i talked with him he told me that Bob Murrell 
had had a stroke. i called him this evening, feb 11, and 
he told me Bob seems to be doing ok. That was good 
news, keep it up Bob!

i also spoke to Manny gonzalez and his wife from Texas 
and they both talked to me. i was happy to be able to 
reach them and wish them well. spoke with ed har-
graves and he sounded like his old self, and it was so 
good talking with him. he was happy i called and i will 
keep in touch.

i called Angelo Barone, left a message and he was nice 
enough to return my call. he and his wife are both doing 
well. we spoke about our ages, 90! it was great and 
thank goodness all is well. he keeps busy speaking at 
various local groups affairs.

when i get settled, i will write up another address list-
ings for every one of our group. if there are any changes 
please contact me so that i can send out an up to date 
listing. i will have my new address on it so please, don’t 
hesitate to call me at my phone here to update me. i will 
be here until probably the end of february.

Thanks for all the input and please keep in touch. i know 
that i am repeating myself, but it is important to do that.

Best	to	All	of	you,	Fran	Poletti

Post News... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

80th Books for Sale

317th,318	th,	319th	Regimental	Histories,	
experiences of the 80th men in ww ii, The 
80th Answers the Call in ww ii all sell for 

$25.00 each plus $3.00 P&H

341	Pages	Revised	operational	History	Large	
Type	easy	to	read	$35.00	plus	$3.00	P&H.	

Make check to Robert T. Murrell 

MaIL To:

Robert T. Murrell

16 cambridge Lane 

Lewistown, Pa 17044-9315

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Florida Post #47
for the members that could not join us for our spring 
meeting, the weather was warm and the breezes balmy 
and our days were busy going over old times.

hugh and Tonya gibbons invited the group to their home 
for saturday lunch. we all enjoyed a delicious meal and 
a very pleasant afternoon with them. while there, the 
group toasted francis and i on our 62nd wedding anni-
versary. The Post wants to thank hugh and Tonya again 
for their wonderful hospitality.

This was our last meeting to be held at the Crown Plaza 
in Melbourne. The hotel staff who we have worked with 
over the past 20 or more years wished us well and invit-
ed us to come back again in the future.

we will continue to hold our fall meeting in ocala as 
long as we have members interested and able to attend. 
i will give the dates of our fall meeting in the next issue 
of	the	Blue	Ridge	Magazine.

kay	Rajnicek,	Secretary
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TAPS
Bob, Dr Richard Co 317 Med Det
No Forwarding Address
DOD: Unknown
Rptd by: Archer Futch

Burns, William HQ 2/317
3242A 67th Terrace South
St Petersburg, FL 33712
DOD: Dec 21, 2011
Rptd by: Wife Ann

Fliehman, Harry J. Co I 317
9969 New Paris Hillsboro Rd
New Paris, OH 45347-8211
DOD: Unknown
Rptd by: Wife Ruth

Foertmeyer, Charles Co D 305 
Med Bn
DOD: 10/28/11
Rptd by: Estate Management

McMillion, H E
DOD: Unknown
Rptd by: Returned Newsletter

Merritt, Kerry Co F 319
5302 Western Hills Dr
Austin, TX 78731-4822
DOD: Apr 23, 2011
Rptd by: Wife Nancy

Patton, Clay Co L 317
708 Whittmore Lane
Knoxville, TN 37918-9302
DOD: Jan 9, 2012
Rptd by: Bob Burrows

Patterson, Ray Co A 317
387 Willett Ave
Riverside, RI 02915-2512
DOD: Jan 25, 2012
Rptd by: Abe Barone 

Spalding, Phil Co A 317
DOD: Unknown
Rptd by: Ray Patterson

Sullivan, Clarence Lee Co A 315
851 W. Third St
Madison, IN 47150-3163
DOD: 1/27/12
Rptd by: Son, Ernie

Thonpson, Lester 80th Sig Co
1006 E. Birchwood Dr
Nashville, NC 27856
DOD: 1/15/11
Rptd by: Son Keith

Tillery, Royce
No Forwarding Address
DOD: Unknown
Rptd by: Returned Newsletter

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Verbeek, Stanley J. Co I 318
770 Welsh Rd Apt 819
Huntingdon Vy, PA 19006
DOD: 11/20/11
Rptd by: Wife Mary

Westra, Richard Co A 317
190 Campbell Blvd
Getzville, NY 14068
DOD: Jul 13, 2011
Rptd by: Wife Betty

Note of Appreciation
By: JEaN laU

My	 FATHER,	 STAFF	 SERGEANT	 Raymond	 (Pat)	
Patterson passed away on January 25, 2012. 
he was a very proud member of the 80th Divi-

sion,	 A	 Co.,	 317th	 Infantry.	 over	 the	 years	 he	 kept	 in	
touch with many of the men he served with. he attended 
many	of	 the	80th	Reunions,	and	was	an	active	member	
of	 the	New	york	Post	and	veterans	of	 the	Battle	of	 the	
Bulge,	 and	 was	 even	 a	 Trench	 Rat.	 His	 experiences	 in	
the Army helped to shape my Dad into the man he was 
to become. As he said, he was “fiercely proud” of his 
service. in fact, last summer he had said he wanted to 
sit down with the youngest family members to tell them 
about the war. we videotaped his stories, and now we 
have something we can show his descendants for years 
to come. i encourage all veterans to do the same. 

on behalf of his 4 children, 8 grandchildren, 10 great 
grandchildren, and 1 great great granddaughter; i want-
ed you to know what being a part of this wonderful orga-
nization meant to him. 

with great appreciation for all that our veterans have 
done for us. 

his daughter, Jean lau
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FRENCH REPUBLIC • MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS • TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

APPLICATION FOr The rANk OF kNIghT IN The Order OF The LegION OF hONOr

LAST NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

First Name(s):  _________________________________________________Middle Name/initial: _______________________________ 

City of Birth: ___________________________________________________State of Birth: ______________ Zip: __________________

Date of Birth: __________________ Country of Birth: ___________________Nationality: ______________________________________

Social Security Number: __________________________________________________________________________________________

cUrrENt aDDrEss

City: _________________________________________________________State: ____________________ Zip: __________________

Telephone: ____________________________________________________Cell Phone: ______________________________________

Fax:  __________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________    

Professional civilian occupation (before retirement): _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Military carEEr DUriNG tHE sEcoND WorlD War: 

Incorporation date:  _____________________Separation date: ______________________________To the: _______________________

Total duration of Services during Second World War:  _________________ years  ______________months

LAST RANK OBTAINED:  Military Unit/Corp:  ________________________________________________________________________

 Military Specialty: _________________________________________________________________________

French official decorations already bestowed (when applying): _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

American and foreign official decorations / citations bestowed:  _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wound(s) received in action?   _____________Yes ______________ No

(Details, place and date) _________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Duration and place of captivity as Prisoner of War (when applying)? __________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Military facts aND DEtails rElatED to tHE sEcoND WorlD War

Chronological progress of your military career during the Second World War: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Battles and campaigns in France: ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Specific heroic actions, participation in battles/combat/missions, during the Second World War, (Please give accurate details)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Documents enclosed with application form (at the convenience of the applicant) (NB: The Honorable Discharge papers and the Military records 
are necessary to process the file) ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chronological progress of your professional career (before retirement): _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Education/University/College degrees: _______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Elective functions, missions in France and abroad: ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activities in Veterans’ Associations or in the social/community field: _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Works and publications: __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Family structure:Name of spouse and children / grand-children _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and address/tel. of 2 (two) character references: ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional information and remarks (at the convenience of the applicant) ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NB: Applications take at least several months to be processed. No information about the advancement of the applications can be given by phone. 
When more information is needed, the Consulate contacts the applicants. 

Only Veterans whose application has been approved are informed, usually by mail.
RETURN ADDRESS: 

Embassy of france, Defense Mission, 4101 reservoir rd. NW, Washington, Dc 20007
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80th Division Veterans Association 
  Doris M. Wollett
  5101 Hurop Road
  Sandston, VA 23150-5406

DATE:__________________________

SERvICE	PERIoD:		 ❑ wwii ❑ PosT wwii ❑ CuRRENT	ACTIvE

PlEASE SPEcIfy bATTlE / cAMPAIgN: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________UNIT: _______________________________________
If fAMIly MEMbER, PlEASE AlSO PROVIDE THE NAME AND UNIT Of VETERAN

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

cITy: _____________________________________________________ STATE: __________________________ ZIP + 4: _____________________________________

PHONE(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIl ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to the 80th Division Veterans Association. PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX:
❑ CuRRENT	MEMBER	IN	GooD	STANDING	(Dues	paid	to	date)

Desiring to maintain liaison and comradeship with 
Veterans and soldiers of the 80th Division, and receive 
the Blue Ridge Service Magazine. 

 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: ❑ ACtIvE MEMbER  ❑ LIFE MEMbER  ❑ ASSOCIAtE MEMbER 

80th Division WWII Veterans

❑ Renewal: $10/Year

❑ Life Membership: $50

80th Div. Veterans, Family 
Members

❑ Renewal: $10/Year

❑ Life Membership: $150

New Members (80th Div. 
Veterans, Family Members)

❑ New Membership: $20/Year

❑ Life Membership: $150

New Members—associates
Friends of 80th Division, Non-
Voting

❑ New Membership: $20/Year

❑ Life Membership: $150

MOVING? Don’t make us guess your new address! 

complete this form & mail to:

Doris M. Wollett
5101 Hurop road
sandston, va 23150-5406

nAMe: _______________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

effeCTiVe DATe: _____________________________________

OLD aDDreSS: _____________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITy: _________________________________________________

sTATe: ________________ ZiP: __________________________

neW aDDreSS: _____________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITy: _________________________________________________

sTATe: ________________ ZiP: __________________________

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NATIONAL LADIES AUXILIARY 2010-2011

President - Judy Luthman 

 1st Vice President - Phyllis Hanna

Treasurer - Phyllis Hanna

Chaplain - Cecelia Smith

Historian - Open

Sergeant-at-Arms - Kay Barone

Secretary - Tonyia Gibbons

FLORIDA POST #47

gerald V. Myers, Commander
kay	Rajnicek,	Secretary

320	E.	Palm	Drive	•	Lakeland,	FL	33803

3rd BN., 317th INF. POST #36

Robert Moorhead 

Secretary



Blue ridge 80th Division
the service Magazine

80Th DiVision MonUMenTs: infantry Museum, fort 
Benning, georgia (left) and heritage Trail at the Army 
heritage and education Center, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Doris M. wollett

5101	Hurop	Road

Sandston,	vA	23150-5406

ReTuRn SeRViCe RequeSTed

Website Updates
www.thetroubleshooters.com

www.80thdescendants.com

www.80thdivision.com

www.abmc.gov

What you will find at 
www.80thdivision.com:

•	 General	Orders	(August	13,	1944	thru	
October	31,	1945)	containing	awards	for	Silver	
Stars,	Bronze	Stars,	Air	Medals,	Distinguished	
Service	Cross,	Purple	Hearts

•	 Morning	Reports	for	almost	all	units	August	
1944	thru	May	1945,	including	rifle	regiments,	
field	artillery	units,	medical	battalion,	80th	
Division	headquarters	units

•	 Many	After	Action	Reports	and	Unit	
Histories	for	80th	Division,	317,	318,	319	
Infantry	Regiments

•	 Many	other	Miscellaneous	Reports


