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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER 19ul
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/0 POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N.Y.

1. Original Unit:
a. 905th Field Artillery Battalien.
b. Organized 15 July 19h2. _
¢. Organized at Camp Ferrest, Tennessee. :
d. Autherity fer erganization: General Order Number 1, Headquarters, 80th
Infantry Divisien, dated 15 July 1942.
¢ . Personnel obtained by draft. ;

2. Chenges in erganizestien:
Nene .

3. Strength, Commissiened end Enlidted:
2. 1 Octeber 1944 - 37 Officers and Warrant Officers 479 Enlisted Men,
be Net Increase - Hene Nene |
c. Net Decrease - 3 Officers 2 Enlisted Men.
d. 31 Octeber 194l - 34 Officers and Warremnt Officere 477 Enlisted Men.

4, Statiens:

8. Arrived in France 6 August 1944 Qs
b. In France entire menth ef Octeber 1944, -,
5. Marches: $
a. Purpese - All marches during Octeber were for the purpese eof changing N
pesitiens te suppert the tactical situatien. :D
5 October - % mile west of Atten te Bezgument, 3 miles - muddy read, R
weather clear. &
g Octeber - Bezesument te Morey, 6 miles - roads muddy, weather raining. ~O
12 Octeber - Morsy te % mile Southwest of Jeandelinceurt, 11 - roads O
muddy, weather clear. 78
€. Cempaigns: s
a. Battle of Northern France. '
b. 6 August te present. 0
c. Attack en Cermany. :
d. Supreme Commender, Allied Expeditienary Forces. {\"

)
7. Battles:
l. The Enemy.

1 = 6 October: Reinforced by the 315th Field Artillery Batt
vicinity ef Atten, France, the 905th FA Bn centinued supperting the 319th Infantry.
On 2 Octeber 1944, the 905th FA Bn supperted with defensive fires the OPL pesitien
of the 319th Infentry and ene battalien ef the 31&th Infantry. Om 5 Octeber, re-
lieved by the 255th FA Bn, the 905th FA Bn reconneitered and eccupied pesitioens
nerth of Bezaument. Preparations were made for the attack on Meunt Toulen and
St. Jean. The ares to be attacked wes ebserved te be well dug in. A Forward Ob-
server was attached te a Tank Company tec ebserve metheds and technigue. Ceordine~
tion of fires was secured by lisisen.
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER 1944 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles. (Continued)

9 Octeber - The 905th FA Bn supported the 319th Infantry in its seizure of
high ground seuth and east of Momeny.

11 October -~ The 905th FA Bn CP was moved te the vicinity of Jeandelinceourt,
preperations of defensive fires preceded. Liaison and ebservation were impreved as
the stay in the position continued.

17 Octeber - Civilian reperte (through the battalion lisisen efficers)
indicate withdrawal ef supplies. Civilian scurces have given infermatien en bridges
ecross the Seille River. ‘

21 October = Evidence of line tepping was reported by forward observer. In
the vicinity (U9232) a person identifying himself as a Staff Sergeant from the 35th
Infantry Division tapped inte our Infantry line at 19¢@#. He asked how many guns we
hed. When told he would have te go to the CP for that informetion, the persen said

he couldn't ge because he didn't know the password. The eperator said ne infermation
could be revealed.

22 October - A gradusl increase in enemy artiller fire has teen noted.
Civiliane repert enemy clearing civilians from area as far noerth as Mailly. Evidence
-of degs (Germen pelice) used as messengers wae observed by battalion forwaerd observers.

23 October =~ The 905th FA Bn CP was shelled. One casualty was suffered.
Climatic conditions hinder ebservatien from battalion OP's.

25 October - Charlie Battery, 905th FA Bn, fired fifteen rounds of prepa-
ganda leaflet-filled shells ever enemy lines. Shells, times and ereas were received
from Psychological Warfare Branch,

26 October - Seille River reperted rising and in flood stage at certain
points in the battalien sector. Patrols report ground near river too seft te sup-
port armor.

29 October = Gradual increase in vehicular traffic inte towns en left
positien of battalion secter. Preparations made for attack to clear enemy frem area

south of river., Fifty-one missions were flown by the battalion air section during
the menth,

2. Actien:

1 October - The 905th FA Bn continued te support the 319th Infantry in their
defensive position. The position of the 905th FA Bn still remains in the viecinity
of Atten. The Artillery Battalion's fire was reinforced by the fires of the 315th
FA Bn. During the night, the Infentry moved forward te their OPIL positioen.
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER 1944 (Centinued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7+ Battles.

2. Actien: (Continued)

2 October - A Battalion of the 318th Infantry was erdered te secure La Renaissance
Farm during the night of the lst; hewever, this was net accomplished and the 3rd Bn,
319th Infantry (Co L) attacked end secured the farm before neen of the 2nd. This attack
was supperted by pre-srranged and massed fires of the artillery and alse smeke fired by
the artillery. Along with the prepared fires plamnned by the artillery, there were
numercus concentrations prepared as "on call" missions. The OPL position was dug in
and egain supperted by the defensive fires of the 905th FA Bn and the 315tk FA Bn.

5 October = The 905th FA Bn reconnoitered positien north of Eezsument. These
pesitions were occupied by the batteries during the afternoon and night. The S05th FA
Bn was relieved of its defensive sector by the 255th FA Bn. All pessible installatioens
were left in the Atten area and turned over to the 255th FA Bn. This meve was made in
preparation for a combined arms attack on Mt. Toulen and St. Jean.

6 = 7 October = The 905th FA Bn was given the mission of direct suppert of the
319th Infentry in the attack and were reinforced by the 315th FA Bn. While the 319th
moved frem positions along the Seille River just seuth of Cheminot to attack pesitions
in Beis de Bronze, the artillery plen was prepared fer the coordinated attack. The
905th FA Bn coordinated through the 80th Div Artillery in the planning ef massed fires,
prepared cencentrations, and smoke ceneentrations on the objective and attack reutes
te the objective. The 505th FA Bn furnished a Liaisen Officer with the Tank Company
to coordinate its fires with their movements. ’

8 October - The attack started as planned, with prepared fires on the IP and then
lifting as the Infantry sppreached, te prepared fires further up the slope. Reinforc-
ing units, through Division Artillery and Corps, massed fires and smoke on the top of
Mt. Toulen and St. Jean, The attack progressed very rapidly under the cover of artill-
ery fires and was ver successful. The 319th Infantry reached their objective in very

quick time. On the evening of the 8th the Battalion moved east of Bellesu with the CP
in Morey.

: 9 October = The 905th FA Bn, having meoved the night before te new pesitions, pre-
pared plans for an attack by the 319th te seize the high greund south and east of
Nemeny. The attack progressed slewly and the objective was reached.

11 October = The Battalion Commander and Battery Cemmanders went out and recen-
noitered for new positions in the vicinity of Jeandelincourt. The pesitions were sur-
veyed in, were established, and one battery moved at a time to the new positiens.

12 October - The new positions were improved throughout the day and additienel
supporting units were attached te the 905th FA Bn. Througheut the remeinder of the
month pesitions were dug in, men dug in their sleeping quarters and a defensive
position was set up for a stay of several weeks. Plans were made for extensive de-
fensive fires, barreges (normal and emergency) and counter preparations were completed.
During this peried, the 905th FA Bn had a reinforcing artillery, the 231st Armered FA,
128th FA froem the Oth Armered., The 315th FA Bn, who were respensible for the fires of
& Anle_fnim==—) Ce "C" 702 Tenk, Asseult Platoon 702 Tanks, and fer a period

DECLASSIFIED |20th, we IZad one platoon of Co "C" ;Gth Chemical Mortars under the
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER 1944 (Continued)
909TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles.
2. Action (Continued)

29 October - Plans were being prepared for a raid north to Abaucourt and east
to Letricourt to kill and clean out enemy on the south side of the Seille River,

30 = 31 October - Plens for raid were altered slightly and mission remsined the
same. Planning continued for the preparation of the raid en the lst November, Fires
were prearranged for a 15 minute preparation and prepasrations extended beyond the
objective to cover the advance of the troops. Becsuse the objective was only a shert
distance from the front lines, phone lines were not used; however, gridded obliques
were used by the FO's and 905th FA Bn CP te indicate the advance and pesitions eof the
front line elements.

Yo prisoners of war captured during October.
€. Commanding Officers in all engagements during October:

Battalion Commander: Lt Col John W. Brewning

Hq Battery Ceptain Charles W, Harrison
Battery ®AN Captain Charles L. Kimzey
Battery "B" Captain Charles C. Miller, Jr.

Battery Hgn
Serv Battery
Medical Det

Captain Jeel B, Stephens
Captain Lester H. Salter
Captain John S. Begacz

e 00 GBS 93 DO oo

9. Lesses in Actioen:

a. Campaign of Nerthern France.

b. Names, type of casualty and date:
Pvt Lester L. Hatfield, 37724164, Hq Btry, SWA 9 Oct 4k
Pfc Clark M. Reynolds, 38134449, Hq Btry, KIA 9 Oct 44
2d Lt William A, Reade, O4U48311, Btry "C" KIA 9 Oct U4
Tec 5 Arthur L. Culver, 33273073, Btry "C" IWA 1Y% Oct 44
Cpl Nick Tedesce, 33279213, Hq Btry, SWA 23 Oct 4k

10. TFormer and present members who have distinguished themselves im actien:

Award of Silver Star: REdgar C. Wilson, 01155466, 1st Lt, FA, Army of the United
States. Fer gallantry im action in France on 16 September 1944, in cennection with
military eperations against an enemy of the United States. Entered military serviece
from Tennesses,

Award of Bronze Star: Buford D. Hixen, 01184667, 24 Lt, FA, Army of the United
States. For heroic achievement in France on 18 September 1944, in connection with
xg.litary operations against an enemy of the United States. Entered military service

om Kansss.,.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 1944 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

10. Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in actien: (Cont'd)

Award of Air Medal: Charles E. Chresnisk, 14092832, S Sgt, FA, Army of the
United States. For meritorious achievement as an artillery liaison pilet in success-
fully completing thirty-five (35) serties while participating in aerial flight in
France in connection with military operations ageinet an enemy of the United States.
Entered military service from Tennessee, '

Award of Air Medal: Lewis H. Cex, 01181212, lst Lt, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious achievement as an artillery liaisen pilet in successfully
completing thirty-five (35) sorties while participating in aerial flight in France
inconnection with pilitary eperations ageinst an enemy of the United States. Entered
military service from Kentucky. :

Avard of Air Medal (0ak Leaf-Cluster): Lewis H. Cox, 01181212, 1lst Lt, FA, Army
of the United States. For meritorious achievement in completing the required number
of sorties while perticipating in aerial flight in France in connectien with military
operations against an enemy of the United States. Entered military service from
Kentucky .

Awerd of Bronze Star: Charles W. Kurz, 32075367, Tec 5, FA, Army of the United
States. For heroic service in France on 26 September 1944 in comnection with military

operations ageinst en enemy of the United States. Entered military service frem
New Jersey.

1l1. Photographs:

Attached herewith are group photographs of each battery taken before the
Battalion went into action against the enemy.
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