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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945
905TE FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/0O POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

l. Original Unit:
a. 905th Field 4rtillery Battalion.
b. Organized 15 July 1942,
cs Organized at Camp Forrest, Tennessee,
d. Authority for organization: General Order Number 1, Headquarters, &0th,
Infantry Division, dated 15 July 1942. ’

2. Chenges in orgasnization:
None.

3+ Strength, Commissioned end Enlisted:
as 1 January 1945 = 32 Officers & Werrant Officers 460 Enlisted Men
b« Net increase - R W None
c» Net decrease ~ None None
de 31 Jenuary 1945 - 35 Officers & Warrant Officers 460 Enlisted Men

4. Stations: Month of January 19453
ae Arrived in France 6 August 1544,
be 1 Jenuary Commend Post at § mile northwest of Feulen, Luxembourg (75.10-13.00)
1/25,000 Luxembourg. /
24 January Commend Post at Bockholz s/Sure, Luxembourg (75.l=t8.6) 1/25,000
Luxembourg.
26 January Commend Post at Gilsdorf, Luxembourg (88.4=Y41.9) 1/25,000 Germeny .

5« Marches:

All marches during Januasry were for the purpose of changing position to suppoert
the tactical situations

All Command Posts at towns mentioned:

2% January % mile northwest of Feulen, Luxembourg to Bogkholz s/Sure, Luxembourg,
10 miles, weather cloudy and cold, roads slippery.

26 Jamuary Bockholz s/Sure, Luxembourg to Gilsdorf, Luxembourg, 27 miles, weather
snowing and roads slippery.

6. Campaigns: =
a» Battle of Germany.
b. 15 September 1944 to present.,
c. To conguer Germeny.
d. Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces,

7+ Battles:
le The Enemy:

1 Janvary -~ The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in direct support of
the 319th Infantry. Liaison Officers were with Regiment and each battalion, Forwerd
Observers were with each rifle company (two observers being obteined from the rein=
forcing battalion, 315th Field Artillery Battalion); air observaticn posts continuved
to function from either Division Artillery or battalion air strips; direct contact

qugﬁA!SWl Field Observation Battalion 2nd an organic ground Observetion
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 19%5 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7+ Battles: (Continued) -

Post was maintained. Enemy interdiction and harassing fire continued on cur forward
infantry elements., The heaviest concentration reported was twenty rounds. Enemy
artillery was presumed to be in the wooded area south of Eschweiler; observation on
thet area was inadeguate due to distance and terrain. Small enemy infantry groups
and & few vehicles could be observed. Two enemy guns were located through Battalion
observation. Our infantry elements were in contact with the 226th, 208th, and 212th
Regiments of the 79th VG Division. Prisoners of war taken by infentry spoke of enewy
ertillery reinforcements which never arrived, Enemy aircraft were over the Regimental
- gsector during the day. Seven propagenda missions were fired on towns in enemy territorys

2 January = Bnemy artillery wes less active; the heaviest concentration reported
was six rounds. Artillery and nebelwerfer fire continued to harass forward positions.
At least one direct fire weapon operated against lst Battalion, 319th Infantry. Elements
of the 9th VG Division and the Fuehrer Brigade were identified by the infantry during
the day. ;

3 January = Low visibility grounded air Observetion Posts. Enemy artillery active
ity decreesed sharply-the only enemy artillery fire reported was five rounds in the lst
Battalion, 319th Infantry sector. Patrols report some vehicular activity. A mess line
was reported by a prisoner of war-harassing fire was placed upon this area.

4 Jamiary = Weather conditions agein impazired air and ground observation, Enemy
artillery increased during the afterncon; nebelwerfer and morter fire fell on forward
elements in the enemy. An enemy battery was observed and adjusted upon by a forward
observer, with unknown results. Two gun locations were secured from the llith Field
Observation Battalioni TOT's were fired on these positions. Patrols indicated some
vehicular movement, possibly armor. An increase in flare activity was noticed.

5 Januery — Enemy artillery, mortar, end nebelwerfer fire increased. Thirty
rounds, estimated 75mm artillery fell in "B" Battery position ceusing four casualties.
The air Observation Post located and fired upon three enemy guns with good effect.
Prisoner of war taken by the infantry reported enemy anticipating attacks from our
troope. Service Battery 905th Field Artillery Battalion wes shelled during the even-
ing and some damage was caused 10 a truck and trailers.

6 Januery = The 319th Infentry moved forward in an attack on the towns of Goesdorf,
Dahl, and Nocher. During the movement toward Goesdorf and Dahl, heavy concentrations
were received, especially by the 3rd Battelion, 319th Infantry. After these two towns
were taken, heavy concentrations of nebelwerfer and artillery fire were received.

Prisoners of war were taken from the 276th VG Division which was relieving the 9th VG
Division. »
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
Q05TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7» Battles: (Continued)

7 Jenuary - The 1st and 3rd Battalions, 319th Infantry, in Dshl, received a 15
minute ertillery preparation in early morning. Shortly thereafter, the ememy counter=
attacked from the north and northesst. In forty-five minutes the counter=attack was
beaten off by infantry and artillery fires, The size of the attacking force remained
undetermined but enemy infantry groups of one hundred men or more were reported through-
out the day. Four anti=tank guns were reported through infentry channels, Low visibile
ity grounded air Observation Posts. Prisoners of war indicated enemy intention to
counter-attack agein. Prisoners of war teken were from the 406th Volks Artillery Corps.
Two additional forward observers were obtained from the 276th Field Artillery Battalion.

€ January = Prior to the counter~attack 2t 0600, enemy artillery continued to

harass our infantry positions. During the preparation fires, heavy concentrations were
received in Dahl and Goesdorf, the latter receiving approximately three hundred rounds
in one concentration alone. The lst and 3rd Battelions, 319th Infantry, were counter=
sttacked by an enemy force of battalion strength supported by fifteen tanks. Heavy
losses were inflicted upon the enemy and his armor was destroyed on the outskirts of
Dahl,.  Bstimates of enemy artillery employed in the preparation ranged between six and
eight battalions located north end east of Wiltz, By 0930 the situation had stabiliged.
‘From prisoners of war the following units were identified: &th Battery, U06th Volks
Corps and 5th Battery, 276oth Artillery Regiment which was composed of five battalions

of three batteries each having six guns. An officer prisoner of war stated that our
artillery was tremendously effective in that the splintering effect was greater and

the duds fewer than before. During the afterncon Dahl received forty rounds of art-
illery fire during & two minute periods; mortars harassed infantry positions during the
late afternoon, Four battery positions were reported by prisoners of war; the 14th ;
Field Observation Battalion reported location of nebelwerfers based on intersection.

9 January = An increase in the use of flares was noted during early morning. The
14th Field Observation Battalion reported increasing activity-personnel, vehicles
(horse-drawn and motor), and self propelled equipment in the vieinity of Consthum. No
definite directional movement could be ascertained. ZEnemy artillery and mortars were
active in the Regimental sector. Nebelwerfer fire was received in the morning and
afternoon. ZEnemy armor was reported on the rosds leading into'infantry positions but
interrogation produced no confirmation. Deserters indicated that the enemy has with=
drawn to north and easst taking their artillery with them, Prisoners of war had no
knowledge of enemy armor in the area. Scattered reports indicated enemy groups digging
in at periphery of our infantry installatione.

11 Januvary = The enemy continued on the defensive and Bockholz s/Sure was cleared
of the enemy after slight resistance. Sixty-five prisoners of war were taken by the
infantry and the town was found hesvily mined and booby-=trapped. Enemy artillery and
mortars continued to harass ocur positions. Nebelwerfers fired at intervels throughout
the day. Azimuths of fire indicated a shift of enemy artillery to the northeast.
Patrols indicated enemy digging in east of Dahl,
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UNIT EISTCRY FOR MONTE OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Bettles: (Continued)

12 Jenuary - Approximately one hundred rounds of artillery end mortar fire fell on
infantry lines between mid-morning and the afternoon. Nebelwsrfer fire was received in
Dehl during the evening. Nebelwerfers were located by the 1lth Field Observation
Zattalion and a cemouflaged gun position was reported by an infentry patrol. "D" Battery
position area received seversl rounds of artillery fire. The largest group of enemy
observed during the day was fifty men. Both eneny and friendly troops are now clad in
snow white. Patrols reported the enemy dizging in at several points .

13 Janvary = Enemy artillery wes active during most of the day. The heaviest cone=
centration reported wes thirty rounds of mortar fire. Harassing and interdiction fires
continued., At dusk fifteen rounds of estimated 150mm artillery fell in Dahl. Rocket

gans were active in the evening.

Prisoners of war indicated a lowering of the enemy's

morale with food and supplies inadequate. Patrols, however, reported the enemy drinking
end spirited. The 14th Field Observation Battslion observed considerable vehiculser
traffic between Holzthum and Consthum. Photomaps with superimposed concentretions were
mede available to the battalions in Division Artillery. Two prisoners of war were taken
by "D" Battery personnel, Prisoners of war report decimated units holding lines to our
north and east. Qur air Observation Post located one direct fire weapon; one forwerd

observer picked up two guns.

14 Jenuary = Nine enemy guns were located and adjusted upon by the 905th Field
Artillery Battalion Air Observation Post. A battery of nebelwerfers was slso located.
During the morning Goesdorf and Dahl received fifty rounde concentrations of nebelwerfer
end heavy artillery’'fire, Artillery fire, all throughout the day, resumed at dusk with
concentrations on the towns in the Regimental sectors "B" and "C" Batteries were shelle

ed with one casualty in "B" Battery.

Four propagenda missions were fired. Patrols

indicated enemy still digging in and tanks in Nocher. Vehicular traffic was observed
in the vicinity of Alschad; no predominant direction of movement could be determined.

15 Janvary - Enemy artillery fell in the vicinity of the bridge across the Sure

River north of Heiderscheidergrund.

Sporadic fire fell on infantry elements throughout

the days An increase in time fire was noted in herassing missions. A rocket bomb
passel over the Battalion Commend Post in the afternoon. Tank activity to the north
east was reported by the 1U4th Field Observation Battalion. Enemy medics were reported
in NWocher evacuating wounded men by sleds.

16 January = Enemy artillery fire decreased on our forward positions during the
day. Mortar fire was received in Dszhl during the morning and evening. In the after-
noon some aircraft described ss P=47's flew over Dahl; four of the planes bombed and
strafed the town causing casuslties to 3rd Battalion personnel.

17 January = A heavy concentration of enemy srtillery fell in Dshl in the after=
noon, Eight possible gun positions were reported by infantry elements. Prisoners of
war teken by 3rd Battalion, 319th Infentry indicated that they were replacements but
that enemy companies were much under strength. Estimates of the enemy on the Regimen=

$al front vary from 500-600 men.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905%h FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

18 January - Several direct fire weapons were located and adjusted upon by forward
observers. Enemy artillery and morter fire was heavy during the dsy. As the 3rd
Battalion, 319th Infantry moved forwserd on the attack on Nocher, it received heavy fire
which continued intermittently during the afternoon and night after the town was taken,
Enemy tenks or self-propelled artillery fired upon Dahl and Bockholz s/Sure. During
the evening large caliber artillery and mortars pounded Nocher. Approximately one-half
the rounds received by our infantry elements was mortesr fire, "K' Company, 319th Infan-
iry engaged the enemy west of Nocher in a house~to-house fight. Several srtillerymen
were injured during this engegement. The 1lst Battalion, 319th Infantry moved out to
Seize high ground in the vicinity of Masseler, but after receiving small arms and mortar
fire in the wooded ares wast of Dahl, it was forced to withdraw. An artillery prisoner
of war, a replacement, observed that our time fire was twice as effective as the quick
fuze; fewer duds were cobserved in our concentrations; and that enemy food and supplies
were adequate but organizaticns were much understrength.

19 January = An enemy gun was observed by the 905th Air Observation Post; observa-
tion on an enemy gun in a shed was had by a forward observer; infantry elements reported
an anti-tank gun. BEnemy artillery and mortars were active during the day bul a consider-
able decrease was noted from the previous day. Prisoners of war indicsted that yester-
day's attack on Nocher took place as the 987th Regiment was to relieve the 212th Reg=
iment. The enemy had received replacements from Wiltz. The enemy left the newly won
ground wellmined; several reconnaissance vehicles were destroyed by mines in the vicine
ity of Nocher. "E" Company, 319th Infantry continued "mopping up" operations west of
Nocher, One forward observer was severely injured during the engsgement, An enemy mess’
line was reported and fired upon. Eleven prisoners of war from the 9&7th Regiment were
teken in today's operations; one prisoner of war reported an impending counter-attack
upon orders from higher headquarters.

20 January = Enemy artillery harassed our positions throughout the day. Dahl
received light morter fire during the morning. Goesdorf and Nocher received heavy
artillery fire during the night. The predominate directions of fire were due north
and eest., Trucks, wagons, and personnel were observed moving east through Consthum.
Some small arms fire was received by our infantry north of Nocher.

2l January = The enemy contimued to interdict main roads and shell forward infen=
try positions. Nebelwerfer fire was also received in the Regimental sector. Patrols
encountered enemy dressed in "GI" uniforus.,

22 January = Enemy artillery activity decreased. Thirty rounds of direct fire
fell in the vicinity of Dehl end Nocher during the late afterncon. The location of
the direct fire weapon or tank was reported by infentry elements and fire placed upon
it. The 14th Field Observation Battelion reported heavy traffic on roads lezading into
Consthum. Patrolling by infaniry elemente cleared the enemy from Masseler. A P=U7
crashed in the west portion of the Regimental sector in the afternoon.

23 Janﬁary = Infaniry elements moved out to Merkols snd Keuntenbach, In the
latier town, mertar concentrations were received along with herassing artillery fire,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7+ Battles: (Continued)

24 Jenuary - Fifteen enemy guns were observed and adjusted upon by the 905th Air
Observetion Fost., Adjusted date was secured and TOT's covered the area. Enemy artil-
lery, mortar, and nebelwerfer fire wee received in Alscheid during the morning and
afternoon after "E" Company, 319th Infantry took the town which was found to be heave
ily mined and booby-trapped. Ksuntenbach, which was still partially held by the enemy,
received artillery end mortar fire. Main roads were interdicted by light ertillery
during the day. Prisoners of war taken in the vicinity of Ksuntenbech indicated five
hundred enemy troops dug in across the river between Kesuntenbach and Alscheid. Pris-
oners of war were taken from the 423rd Regiment, 212th VG Division that wes relieving
the 79th VG Division. One rocket bomb was reported in the Regimental sector. Two
artillerymen (Geserters) from the 79th VG Division reported that U. S. artillery fell
on Consthum in quantity but that one round in five was 2 dud. Priscners of war fur-
ther indicated that a delaying action was taking place and that the bulk of enemy troops
end armor was withdrawing to positions on the Siegfried line. Stories of enemy infile
tration were not substantiated by company coubat patrols who combed the Regimental area.
an offieer prisoner of wer reported the decimation of enemy infantry companies and show=
ed a comprehensive knowledge of the 80th Infentry Division gained from documents obtaine
ed fror prisoners of war.

25 Jenuary = 8ix enemy guns were reported by the 905th Air Observation Post,
Nebelwerfers were reported by the 276th Field Artillery Battalion, (reinforcing the
fires of the 905th Field Artillery Bettalion), During the morning nebelwerfers fired

upon Merkols. Approximately eighty rounds of artillery fire (possibly self-propelled
gun) fell in Nocher during the night. Direction of enemy fire was generally east.
Two prisoners of war indicated that a genersl withdrawal to the east was in Progress,

26 Ja.xmary ~ The 905th Field Artillery Battalion moved to assume positions oc=

cupied by the 4Y2nd Field Artillery Battalion. Lisison Officers and forward observers
Joined their units.

27 January = The 905th Field Artillexry Battalion took over positions of the 42nd
Field Artillery Battalion. Light artillery end morter fire fell on two areas during
the day and evening. Some activity was observed arouné pill boxes across the Our
River. Prisoners of war indicated that remnants of the 91Yth, 915th, and 916th
Regiments, 352nd VG Division have been consolidated into the 915th Regiment and that
some troops were leaving for the Russian Fronte

28 January = Slight artillery and mortar activity was noted throughout the day.

Zwenty~four rounds of mortar fire fell on "B Company, 319th Infantry during a patrol
skirmishs Heavy mortar fire was received on an outpost during the evening. IEnemy in
white camouflaged suits were chserved pulling sleds in towns in the Regimental sector.
Cbservation Posts have been established in conjunction with reinforcing battalions.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
9O05TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7» Battles: (Continued)

29 January = Only two reports of artillery fire were received during the day.
Estimated 150mm artillery hargssed Fouhren during the late afternoon. Several tanks
(possible dummies) were reported on the cutskirts of Gentningen. CCB Nth Armored
Division relieved the 319th Infantry, teking over positions in toto.

30 January = Four organic observation posts were surveyed in and zones of obser=
vation were determined. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion occupied six QObservation
Fosis on the Regimental front. The reinforcing battalions (313th and 315th Field
Artillery Battalions) each were assigned zones of observation and each surveyed in two
orgenic observation posts. Ten observation posts were manned by artillerymen in this
sector. Small arms fire was received at several points but low visibility prevented

observation on enemy pill boxes and personnel. An infantry patrol received small arms
fire in the vicinity of Hoesdorf.

31 Jenuary = Enemy activity was negligible with only small grus fire being reported
in the Regimental sector. Coumbat patrols, into enemy territory, indicated that enemy
outposts and installations were alert to scund end movement. Prisoners of war indicate
ed low morale among enemy troops with their mission only to defend. Prisoners of war
further stated that enemy artillery was shifted to our direct front but no estimates
could be obtained on artillery cepabilities. Several Polish deseriers found their way
%o our lines. Five propagsnda missions were fired during the day.

The end of the period found the enemy with inferior troops in defensive positions
across the Qur River in the Regimental sector. Prisoners of war reports and reconnais-
sance activity indicated understrength units being on the line, snticipating attacks
from our forces (this impression was probably due to the noise accompanying our moving
into the area and to combat patrols.) Znemy artillery activity was practically negli=
gible though direct observation was probably had on our infentry, forward elements.
Interdiction and harassing fire was present though no pattern or plan for our area
could be ascertained. The enemy in this sector is probably lacking in heavy infentry
weapons as indicated by prisoner of wer information and enemy infentry activity. With
shortages of supplies facing him, the enemy probably could not counter-sttack beyond
battalion strength. Prisoner of war reports indicated the 352nd VG Divieion reduced
to regimental size.

During the period 2 prisoners of war were taken by the 905th Field Artillery Bat=
talion. A total of sixty-five shelling reports were submitted to higher headguarters.
Suspicious civilians were turned over to CIC Detachments for investigation. Inemy Maps,
overlays, end letiers were placed in the hends of higher headquarters. :
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UNIT HISTCRY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
S905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

2» Actiont

1l January = The 905th Field Artillery Bettalion remsined in its same location
with the Commend Post et Mon Zahnen (752429) between the towns of Heiderscheid and
Feulen in Luxembourg. The mission was direct support of the 31Sth Infantry, whose
mission was to hold the high ground south of the Sure River and in the vieinity of
Heiderscheid. The fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion were reinforced by
the 315th Field Artillery Battalion. Both radio and wire communications were ‘used
throughout the day. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion fired 15 observed concentra=
tions, 4 TQT'e, and 15 herassing missions on enemy troops and commnications.

2 January = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion remained in its seme location
with a continued mission of direct supoort of the 319th Infantry in the defense. The
Battalion fired a preparation for an attack made by the 26th Division. The 905th

_Field Artillery Battalion also fired 5 observed missions, 1 TOT, and 1l haressing
missions on enemy troops, vehicles, and communications. The fires of the 905th Field

Artillery Battalion were reinforced by the 315th Field Artillery Battalion. Commun=
ications continued with radic and wire.

3 January = Situation remained the szme, Few missions were fired because of poor
visibilitye The missions fired were 4 TOT's, consisting of 4 concentrations for the
26th Division, and 10 harassing missions == all unobserved. The 315th Field Artillery
Battalion continued to reinforce the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion.

4 January = Situation unchanged. Visibility was only fair, The limitation was
due to snow flurries. There were 17 observed targets, 3 TOT's, 12 harassing and 2
preparations consisting of 9 concentrations fired., The 315th Field Artillery Bat=
talion continued to reinforce the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion.

5 January = Situation unchenged. During the day the 905th Field Artillery Bat=
talion received the 276th Field Artillery Battalion (105 self-propelled) and Company
"B", 9lst Chemical Mortar Battalion as reinforcing artillery. The 315th Field Artil-
lery Battalion continued its reinforcing mission. Five registrations were completed
by the Air Observation Post, one of which was for the 276th Field Artillery Battalion.
As the registrations were in progress "B" Battery received approximately 50 minutes of
shelling, causing 4 casualties, one of which was the executive officer. The Air Obger=
vation Post switched from its mission of registrations to that of locating enemy artile
lery. It located 3 gun positions and one four-piece mortar position, all of which were
fired upon by the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. The effect was very good as observed
by the Air QObservation Post. KEleven observed missions, 4 70T 's, and 11 heressing mis=
sions were fired, There were a total of 8 registrations completed: 5 by the air Obser-
vation Post and 3 by ground Observation Posts, The 905th Field Artillery Battalion
prepared plans for a 30 minute preparation to be fired prior to an attack to be made by
the 319th Infantry.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTE OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

.

7. Battles: (Continued)

6 Janvary = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion remained in its same location
with the same mission of direct support of the attack of the 319th Infantry. The
319th Infantry attacked in the order of 3d Battalion, 1lst Battalion, 2d Battalion :
with the mission of tesking the towns of Goesdorf, Dahl, and Nocher. The 3d Battalion
was to teke Dahl, the 24 Battalion to take Goesdorf, znd the 1lst to relieve the 3d in
Dahl while the 34 took Nocher. As the direct support Battalion, the 905th Field Artile
lery Battalion planned the artillery preparation for the attack of the 319th Infantry.
Thie preparation was on csll by the 1st or 3d Battalion Artillery Liaison Officers,
Dehl and Goesdorf were taken without firing the preparations; however, several observed
concentrations were fired by forward observers, The preparation on the 3d Battalion's
second objective (Nocher) was fired by the 905th Field Artillery Battelion and its
reinforeing units (315th Field Artillery Battslion, 276th Field Artillery Battalion,
and the two available platoons of Company "B", Glst Chemical Mortar Battalions). The
3d Battalion was unable to take the town of Nocher because of heavy enemy fire and
darkness. The 34 Battalion withdrew to Dahl under cover of artillery fire called for
by the observer. Defensive fires and counter~preparastions were prepared in support of
the 319th Infantry in their new positions. Most of the communicetion was by radio and
radio relay; however, later in the afterncon, a forward switching central was estab-
lished to aid in wire communications. Missions fired were: 25 observed, 1 TCT, 17
herassing, and 1 preparation consisting of 6 concentrations,

{ January = At 0315 the lst and 3d Battalions, 319th Infentry received an eneny
artillery preparation which was followed by an enemy counter=sttack from the North.
Later it shifted to the Bast and then to the West. Wire communication to the two
Battalions was disrupted and it was necessary for them to resort to radio commnice-
tions entirely. The first request was for all normal barrages. This was shortly
changed to one normel end two emergency barrages. Upon further information received
from the artillery liaison officers with the 1lst and 3d Battelions, the artillery
fired 5 different counter-preparations. These counter-preparastions were fired by the
905th Field Artillery Battalion, the 315th Field Artillery Battalion, and the 276_th
Field Artillery Battelion. Elements of the 80th and 26th Division Artillery and Com=
Pany "B", of the 9lst Chemical Mortar Battalion fired on Nocher. Company "B", Olst
Chemical Battalion used WP with excellent effect. Various observed concentrations
were fired on retreating with good effect. The 24 Battalion also feared =2 counter-
attack; but upon verification found everything well under control. At 0415 the pres-
sure ezsed on the infantry elements of the 1lst and 3d Battalions and at 0520 gll was
reported quiet. "D" Battery moved to a forward position Southwest of Goesdorf and the
mortars of Company "B", Olst Chemical Morter Battalion also moved to a location spproxe
imately 500 yards South of "D" Battery. Otherwise, all other elements of artillery
under the 905th Field Artillery Battalion remained in their positions. The 1lst and
34 Battalions, 319th Infantry orgenized defensive positions at Dahl, the 23 Battalion
did likewise at Goesdorf. The 24 Battalion also attempted to clean out woods and draw
east of Goesdorf and tried to reach Bockholz. They were forced to return to Goesdorf
only accomplishing a portion of the mission, The return to Goesdorf was accomplished
under heavy fire laid down by the 905th Field Artillery Battslion end its reinforcing
artillery on snemy instsllations. Prisoner of War taken reported en enemy counter=
aI:I?Ck wes %o take place on the 8th of January. Wire communications was established
w -k liaison officers, with 319th Infentry Hesdquarters, snd some Fore
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
90FTH FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

wire was shelled out. Missions fired were 31 observed, 5 TCT's, 12 harassing, 11
defensive fires and counter-preparations.

g Januery = As indicated by the Priscner of War teken on the 7th of Jamuary, a
counter-attack took place at about 0530, & Januery. Heavy morter and artillery con-
centrations fell in the towns of Dahl and Goesdorf. It was soon apparent that it was
a preparation fired by the enemy for their counter-attack. At 0600 the lst and 3d
Battalions of the 319tk Infantry were attacked from the North and Northwest of Dahl
by Infentry and sbout & to 12 tanks. The liaison officer advised the 905th Field Artile
lery Battalion and as a result heavy artillery counter-preparations, barrages, and
counter~battery missions were fired by the 905th Field Artillery Battalion, 315th Field
Artillery Battalion, 276th Field Artillery Battalion and other units from Division
Artillery., As a result heavy casualties were inflicted on enemy infentry. The counter=
ettack was repulsed and the situation was well under control by 0930. Of the tanks
employed in the attack, some entered the town of Dshl, but only three enemy tanks were
reported able to leave the scene of the battle =- the rest were destroyed. By 1000
the situation was completely cleared up. Throughout the day the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion and its reinforcing Battalions, (315th Field Artillery Battalion, 276th Field
Artillery Battalion) fired on enemy infantry and tenks through Forward Observers and the
Air Observation Post. No further signs of attack were spperent and the situation re-
mained static, An Officer prisoner of wer said thet our artillery was tremendously
effective; that our shell fragmentation was great; and that duds were few. Ninety-
six observed missions on enemy infantry, tanks, vehicles; 51 defensive fires (normal
and emergency barrages and counter preparations); 29 harassing and interdiction missions
and 14 TOT's were fired during the 2% hour period.

9 Jenuary = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion still in position with its Commend
Post at Mon Zahnen continued in its direct support mission of the 31Gth Infantry. The
319th Infantry prepared defensive positions sbout the towns of Dahl and Goesdorf. One
Company of the 1lst and 24 Battalions received the mission of cleaning out the woods to
the East of Goesdorf and szlthough the 905th Field Artillery Battalion and reinforcing
units fired 10 minutes of a 15 minute preparation, the mission of the Infantry was cone
celled before the jump-off. Harassing and interdiction missions were reduced to & min=-
imum due to an ammunition allowance; however , maximum use was made of the Chemical
Mortars (Company "B", 9lst Chemical Morter Battslion) for this purpose. Eleven observed
missions on enemy infentry, mortars, and trucks; 21 harassing missions end 2 TOT's
were firede

10 January = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in its direct support
mission of the 319th Infantry and the 319th Infantry continved its mission of defense,
and improved its positions. There were no evidences of a counter-attack. There were
10 observed missions on enemy infentry, 2 TOT's and 4 harassing missione were fired.

11 January = Company "B", 319th Infantry attacked and took the town of Bockholz
8/Sure. Thé 905th Field Artillery Battalion fired 7 observed missions on enemy ertile
‘lery batteries and vehicles, 2 TOT's and 6 harassing missions. :
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTE OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
9OSEE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7» Battles: (Continued)

12 Januvary = Except that approximately 100 rounds of enemy artillery and morter
fire fell upon the towns of Dahl and Goesdorf, there was little change in the situa~
tion. There were only & observed missions, 5 TOT's and 5 harassing missions fired.

13 to 17 Jenuary (inclusive) - There were no materizl changes. The 905th Field
Artillery Battelion still remasined in position with the Command Post at Mon Zahnen.
The 905th Field Artillery Battalion's fires were reinforced by 315th Field Artillery
Battalion, 276th Field Artillery Battalion, and Compeny "B", 9lst Chemical Morter
Battzlion. The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion remsined that of direct
support of the 319th Infantry which was in a defensive position. Wire and redio com-
minication were both used. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion fired 25 observed mis=
sions, § TOT's, 20 harassing and 17 registrstions during this period.

18 Jenuery = The 3d Battzlion plus "G' Company attacked Nocher and the high ground
Northwest of Nocher and at 0900 Nocher was taken. This attack was preceded by an artil-
lery preparetion fired by the 905th Field Artillery Battelion and ites reinforcing Bat-
talions. The 1st Battalion, 319th Infantry edvanced towards the high ground in the
vicinity of Mgsseler; however, they received heavy small arms and mortar fire from
their flanks and were ordered to withdraw to their original positions at 1600. Visi=
bility during daylight hours was limited to 300 yards but in spite of this the forward
observer with the 1lst Battalion called for one gun one round and adjust his fire by
sound; Then fire a battery for effect. This enabled the lst Battzlion to return with
few casualties as it neutralized somewhat the enemy smell arms fire. Communications te
the two Battelions in the attack was mostly by radio; however, as soon as the 3d Bate
talion was established on their objective, wire was started to their position.

19 January = "K" Company, 319th Infantry, attacked and took the buildings 500
yards West of Nocher after a preparation fired by the ertillery. Company "BY, Olst
Chemical Mortar Battalion was relieved of its mission with the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion at 1600 hours. There were 2U observed missions on infaniry, vehicles,
counter-bettery; 1 preparation, and 7 herzssing missions fired.

20 Japnuary = The 319th Infentry set up a defensive position. There were 17
observed missions on infentry and vehicles, 1 TOT, and 4 harassing missions fired.

2l to 22 January (inclusive) = Situation remained the ssme except that Company
“F', 319th Infentry pushed through the wooded ares southeast of Nocher and established
Positions on the high ground. Company "BW, 9lst Chemicel Battelion, less one platoon,
was agein attached to the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. HZight observed missions
and 6 harassing missions were fired during this period.

2% January = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion moved to forward positions with

4, B, aud C Batteries southezst of Goesdorf, "D" Battery east of Dshl and the Battalion

Command Post in Bockholz s/Sure. Wire communication was established as soon as the
Battalion closed in its new location, Just prior to the displacement of the 905th

Field Artillery Basttalion, Company "B", 9lst Chemical Mortar Battalion and 315th Field

_Artillery Batisiio=, were relieved of their mission with the 905th Field Artillery i
DECLASSIFIED bh Field Artillery Battalion olus the 512th Field Artillery Battalien
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

were nowrreinforcing the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. Nine observed
missions, 5 registrations, and 1 haresssing mission were fired.

24 January - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued its mission of direct
support of the 319th Infantry. Positions and communications were improved during the
day. The 276th Field Artillery Battelion and 512th Field Artillery Battalion rein-
forced the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. Bight observed missions were
fired on enemy strong points in houses assisting the 3l9th Infantry to take Kautenbach
end Alscheid.

25 Januery = The 5l2th Field Artillery Battalion and the 276th Field Artillery
Battalion were relieved of their reinforcing mission with the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion. The 905th Field Artillery Battzlion continved with its mission of direct
support of the 319th Infantry. Forward positions were recomnnoitered and surveyed in.
Only three missions were fired, those being registrations.

26 January « The mission of the 219th Infantry was changed and they pulled out of
the line and moved to the vicinity of Diekirch to relieve units of the Yth Division.
The 905th Field Artillery Battalion followed the 319th Infentry %o a bivouac in vieinity
of Diekirch. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion closed in its area at 2100 hours.

27 to 28 Jamuary (inclusive)~The 905th Field Artillery Battalion relieved the 42nd -
Field Artillery Battalion and took over direct support of the 319th Infantry by 0Z0C.
While the relief was teking plece the G7Mth Field Artillery Battalion and 20th Field
Artillery Battalion took over the fires. The G05th Field Artillery Battalion after
occupying position had the 974th Field Artillery Battalion and 20th Field Artillery
Battalion as reinforcing battalions. One platoon, Company "B", 802nd Tenk Destroyer
Battalion was attached to the 905th Field Artillery Battalion for fire control. Only
one mission was fired, that being a harassing mission.

29 Janvary = The 974th Field Artillery Battalion and the 20th Field Artillery
Battalion were relieved of their mission with the 905th Field Artillery Battelion.
Defensive positions were maintained and normal H & I missions carried out.

30 to 31 Jenuary (inclusive)=The 313th Field Artillery Battalion and 315th Field
Artillery Battalion were sssigned missions of reinfor cing the fires of the 905th Field
Artillery Battalion. 319th Infantry was relieved by CCB 4th Armored Division. Upon
completion of this relief, the 905th Field Artillery Battelion tock over direct support
of CCB. Registrations were maintained and normal H & I missions fired.
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SECRET

UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
909TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7+ Battles: (Continued)

3+ Attached and/or supporting organizations for month of January:

315th FA Bn reinforcing fires

276th FA Bm reinforcing fires

Compeny "B", 91lst Chemical Mortar Battalion reinforcing fires 5 January
to 19 January 1945, inclusive ‘

512th FA Bn reinforcing fires 23 January to 25 January 1945, inclusive

974%h T4 Bn reinforéing fires 27 Januery to 29 Januvary 1945, inclusive

20th FA Bn reinforcing fires

1 January to 23 January 1945, inclusive
5 January to 25 January 1945, inclusive

27 Jenuary to 29 January 1945, inclusive

Company "B", 802nd Tank Destroyer Battalion fire control 27 January to
28 January 1945, inclusive

313th FA Bn reinforcing fires 30 January to 31 January 1945, inclusive

315th FA Bn reinforcing fires 30 Jenuary to 31 Januery 1945, inclusive

4, Two (2) prisoners of war captured during Januaery.

8. Commanding Officers in all engagemente during Jenuary:

Bettalion Commander:

Executive and S-l
: §-3

D=2

Sl

Hq Battery
Battery "AM
Battery "B
Battery "CW
Battery "D¥

Serv Battery
Medical Det

9» Losses in Action:
&+ Battle of Germany.

B 9% 39 O

Bs 28 B Do 96

o

£ 23

Lt Col Jobn W. Browning
Major William M. Gosman
Major Oswald H. Linck
Ceptain Bldred M. Swingen
Captain Lester H. Salter

Captain Charles W, Harrison

Captain Charles L. Kimzey

Captain Charles C, Miller, Jr.

Captain Joel B, Stephens

Captain Damon Holditch (Cannon Company, attached
from 319th Infantry)

Captain Lester H, Salter

lst Lt Charles F. Schneider

b+ Noame, type of casualty and date:

1st Lt Arthur W. Jerr, 01167917, Btry "B", SWA 5 Jen 45
Tec 5 Lee R. Johnson, 34343608, Btry "B", SWA 5 Jan U45
Cpl George F. Fisher, 36511350, Btry "B", INA 5 Jan 45
Pvt Gumecindo Bivera, 39287116, Biry "B", IWA 5 Jan 45
Pvt Henry M. Renteris, 39571000, Btry Hq, LWA 7 Jan U5
Sgt Henry J. Ruggerio, 31069535, Btry "A", IWA 9 Jan U5
Pvt John P, Steub, 33185648, Btry "C", LWA 14 Jan U5
Te¢ 3 Robert M, Fraza, 16067471, Btry Hq, LIA 15 Jan 45
Pfc John A. Conwill, 34343125, SWA, 15 Jen 45

—

= ennon Company, attached from 319th Infentry:

DECLASSIFIED Corski, 3658923&, IWA 7 Jan Y45
66k4lE
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4g, LWA 27 Jan 45
' T. Cooper, 39415117, SWA 31 Jan 45
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SECRET
UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

10, The Battalion wes commended by its Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel
John W. Browning, for excellent work done over a period of six months. A
copy of the commendation is enclosed as Appendix I, attached hereto.

Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:

Award of Air Medal (Dak Leaf Cluster): Lewis H, Cox, 01181212, 1lst Lt, FA,
Army of the United States. For meritoricus achievement in France and Luxembourg,
during the period 9 December 1944, to 17 January 1945, as an Artillery Liaison Pilot
in successfully completing the required number of sorties while participating in serial
flight in connection with military operations ageinst an enemy of the United States.
Entered military service from Kentucky.

Awerd of Bronze Ster (Oak Leaf Cluster): Reo J. Davis, 35408967, Sgt, FA, Army of
the United States., For heroic achievement in Luxembourg on 5 January 1945, in connec-
tion with military operations against an enemy of the United States. On 5 January
1945, during a heavy enemy artillery barrage, a two and one half ton truck, loaded with
high explosives ammunition, was set afire and the wooden ammunition cases ignited,
Under the continued shelling snd without regard for his personal safety, Sgt Davis ob=
tained an extinguisher from the cab of the buraning vehicle, mounted the truck, and
succeeded in putting out the fire before the flames reached the ammunition. The preompt
and fearless action of Sgt Davis not only saved a valuable militery vehicle and its
load of ammunition from destruction, but prevented the loss of other ammunition trucks
end casualties to personnel quertered in the area. The bravery, initiative, and zeal-
ous devotion to duty displayed by Sgt Davis exemplify the finest traditions of the
armed forces of the United States. Entered military service from Qhio.

hward of Air Medal (Oek Leaf Cluster): Charles E. Chrosnisk, 14092832, S Sgt, FA,
A.riny of the United States. For meritorious achievement in France and Luzembourg dure
ing the period § November 1944 to 2§ December 1944, as an ertillery lisison pilot in
successfully completing the required number of sorties while participating in aerial
flignt in connection with military operations ageinst an enemy of the United States.
entered military service from Tennessee.

Award of Bronze Stor: George B. Wirth, 36252804, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period 8 August 1944, to il
December 1944, in conne ction with military operations against an enemy of the United
States. Entered military service from Wisconsin.

Award of Bronze Star: Louis J. Bogner, 33282616, Tec 4, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to 14
December 1944, in connection with military operations ageinst an enemy of the United
States, Entered militery service from Pennsylvania.

Awerd of Brongze Star: Hugh Cooper, 35460588 , Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
For meéritorious service in France during the period 8 August 1941, to 17 December 194Y%,
in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States, Entered
military service from Ohic.
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SECRET

UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION

10. TFormer and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued)

Award of Bronze Star: Kenneth Koehler, 35359180, Tec Y4, Army of the United States.
For meritorious service in France during the period 8 August 1944, to 1Y% December 1944,
in connection with military operations agasinst an enemy of the United States. Enter=
ed military service from Indiana.

Award of Bronze Star: George G. Henderson, 39183471, § Sgt, PA, Army of the
United States. For meritorious service in France during the period & August 194k4, to
1% December 1944, in connection with militery operations against an enemy of the United
States. Entered military service from Washington.

Award of Bronze Star: Earl I. Lafnear, 36185298, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
States, For meritoriocus service in France during the period & August 1944, to 20
November 1944, in connection with military operations assinst eneny of the United-
States, Entered military service from Michigan.

Award of Bronze Star: Welter J. Lewicki, 33304953, Sgt, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period & August 194U, to 1k
December 1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States, Entered military service from Pennsylvania.

Awerd of Bronze Star: Reo J. Davis, 35408967, Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.,
For meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to 1U December 194k,
in connection with military operations agsinst an enemy of the United States. Entered
military service from Qhio. :

Award of Bronze Star: James McDow, 6285637, T Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
For meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to 15 December 194Y,
in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States. Entered
militery service from Oklzhomas

Award of Bronze Star: Charles C. Miller, Jr., 0366813, Capt, FA, Army of the
United Stztes. For meritorious service in France during the period & Augnst 19044,
to 15 December 1944, in connection with military operations sgainst an enemy of the
United States, IEntered military service from Alabama.

Award of Bronze Star: Clark E. Spence, 33235058, Sgt, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period & Augnust 1544, to 17

December 1944, in connection with militery operations ageinst an enemy of the United
States, HEntered military service from Pennsylvania.

Awerd of Bronze Star:s Frank J. Urbas, 13073884, Sgt, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to 15
December 1944, in connection with military operaticns against an enemy of the United
‘States. Entered military service from Maryland.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTHE OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
90RTH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

10, Former and present members who heve distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued)

Award of Bronze Stari Lester HE. Salter, 01165558, Capt, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period & August 19U4, to 15
December 1544, in comnection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States, Entered militery service from Rhode Island.

Award of Bronze Star: Guy D. Shaw, 6287031, S Sgt, FA, Army of the United States.
For meritorious service in France during the pericd 8 August 19{%, to 15 December 1941,
in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States. Entered
military service from Texas.

Award of Bronze Star: Joel B. Stephens, 024913, Cept, FA, United States Army.
For meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to 15 December
1944, in connection with military operations ageinst an enemy of the United States.
Entered United States Military Academy from Tennessee,

Award of Bronge Star: Dominick Minosh, 12173522, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
States. For heroic service in France during the period & August 1944, to 15 December
1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States.
During the period § August 1944, to 15 December 1944, Cpl Minosh distinguished himself:
in performing his duties as wire chief in a superior mamnner. Often coming under enemy
fire he has displayed exceptional skill in wire maintenance and has at all times served
as an inspiration end example to the members of his crew. The courage, resourcefulness,
and constent devotion to duty exhibited by Cpl Minosh are in keeping with the finest
traditions of the armed forces of the United States. Entered military service from
New York.

Award of Bronze Star: Urben G. Nichting, 35460870, § Sgts FAi, Army of the United

SteteS« For meritorious service in France during the period & August 194, to 15 De-
cember 1G4Y4, in connection with militery operations against an enemy of the United
States. Entered military service from Ohic,

Awerd of Bronze Star: William L. Ueber, 37575869, Pfc, FA, Army of the United
States. For heroic achievement in France during the period 10 August 1944, to 1 De=
cember 1544, in connection with militery operations against zn enemy of the United
States. During the period 10 August 1944, to 1 December 1944, Pfc Ueber performed
his duties as driver of a radio vehicle in a liaison section in a2 superior manner.

On numerous occasions during this period he helped operate the radio snd when it was
impogsible to drive the vehicle forward, with total disregerd for his own safety, he
carried the radio forward under artillery and small arms fire, The courage, aggressive=
ness, and loyal devoticn te duty displayed by Pfc Ueber exemplify the finest traditionms
of the armed forces of the United States. Entered militery service from Minnesota.

Award of Bronze Star: Thomas Aguillard, 38187335, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
States. For meritorious service in France during the period 2 September 10U4, to
1 December 1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States, ZEptered military service from Louisiana. :
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UNIT EISTORY FOR HONTE OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
905TE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

10. Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued) \
Award of Bronze Star: David M. Kene, 33355056, Tec 5, Fi, Army of the United
States. For heroic achievement in France on 1 November 1944, in connection with mili-
tary operations against an enemy of the United States. On 1 November 1944, Tec 5 Kene,
Radio Operator for an Artillery Liaison Officer, proceeded forward in an attack on the
enemy despite intense artillery and mortar fire. With utter disregard for his own
safety he stayed at his radio, sending fire missions as called for by the Liaison Officer,
making possible continued artillery support throughout the operation which was highly
successful. The bravery, initiative, and loyal devotion to duty displayed by Tec 5
Kan exemplify the finest traditions of the armed forces of the United States. Entered
militery service from Pennsylvania.

Award of Bronze Star: Charles L. Kimzey, 0270696, Cept, FA, Army of the United
States., For meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to 15

December 1944, in connection with military operations agsinst an enemy of the United
Stetes. Entered military service from Colorado.

Award of Bronze Star: Charles W. Harrison, 01167890, Cept, FA, Army of the
United States, For meritorious service in France during the period & August 194k to
15 Degember 1944, in connection with military operations sgainst an. enemy of the
United States. Entered military service from Alsbama,

Award of Air Medal_(Oak Leaf Cluster): Lewis H. Cox, 01181212, lst Lt, FA, Army
of the United States. For meritorious achievement in Frence during the period 9 No=-
vexber 144, and & December 19UY, as sn artillery liaison pilot in successfully com-
pleting the required number of sorties while participating in serisl flight in comnec-

tion with military operations ageinst an enemy of the United States. Entered military
service from Kentucky.

Award of Purple Heart: By direction of the President, under the provisions of
Army Regnletions 6RO-U5, dated 22 September 1943, as amended, the Purple Heert was
awarded the following nsmed personnel for wounds received as a result of enemy action,
on dates indicated:

Private Cleve J. Chavis, 34464269, 27 December 194k,

Steff Sergeeant Lester J. Schlager, 16094033, 30 December 194U (Cluster)

Privete first class William E. Kaufman, 3325398%, 31 December 19uk.

Private Gumecindo Rivera, 39287214, 5 January 1945,

FPirst Lieutenant Arthur W. Jarr, 01167917, 5 January 19u5.

Corporal George F. Fisher, 36511350, 5 January 1945.

Tec 5 Lee R, Johnson, 21343608, 5 Januvary 1945.

Private Henry M. Renterie, 39571000, 7 January 1945.

Privete William &. Henson, 36697759, & January 1945,

Sergeaent Henry J. Buggerio, 31069535, 9 Janvary 1945.

Priveté John P. Steub, 33185848, 14 January 1945.

Private first class Eugene M. Strickland, 34669920, 12 Janvary 1945.

Prive class John A. Conwill, 34343125, 15 January 1945,
DECLASSIFIED class Berry O. Guentzel, 38113685, 20 January 19UK,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945 (Continued)
9OSTE FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION

10. Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:

(Continued)

Privaete first class Theodore A. Ruedisueli, 36864183, 20 January 1945,
Privete Raymond L. Mitzel, 33282348, 20 January 19145,

Tec 5 George Lipchak, 33304727, 19 January 1945.

Privete first class Charles W. Pecoroni, 320638597, 23 Januvary 1945.
Private first class Wilmer Gray, 35434726, 25 November 1945,

A

1l. Photographs:
None .
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HEADQUARTERS 905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/O POSTMASTER NEW YORK, N. Y.

16 Jaruery 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation.

T0 : Officers and Enlisted Men of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion.

1. It is with considerable pride that I commend you for your outstanding
performgnce of duty during the past six months. Your conduct, coursge, and
efficiency has resulted in favorable comment from numerous sources. In the
past three weeks alone, at least five counterattacks directed against our
supported infantry positions have been stopped with heavy CGermsn losses,
largely as a result of our artillery fire. The infantry battalion commanders
have been profuse in their praise of their artillery support. "Saved our
necks", has been a frequent comment made by them after a countergttack had
been stopped. This successful support has recuired the constant attention
to duty and efforts of each man in the battalion from the foremost observer
to the last man in the ammunition train, working on & twenty-four hour basis

~in snow, sleet, rain and cold, Prompt response to fire commands has been
imperative and the response has been instantaneous day and night. The spirit
in which you have accomplished your work has been observed with constant
admiration.

2. It is difficult to foresee the date when this war in Furope will end.
However, that it will end in our favor is now a foregone conclusiorn., I have

great confidence that this battalion will continue its success until the
last Nazi has been defeated.

OHN W BROWN G
Lt Col Fa
,- COMMANDING

Appendix Neo. 1
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