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SUBJECT: Unit History Form Month of December 194k,
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(ATTENTION: Division Historian)
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944
905TE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/0 POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

1. Original Unit:
a. 905th Field Artillery Battalion.
b, Orgenized 15 July 1942.
cs Orgenized at Camp Forrest, Tennessee,
d, Authority for orgsnization: Genergl Order Numer 1, Headguarters, 80th
Infantry Division, dated 15 July 192, ‘
e, Personnel obtained by drgft.

2. Changes in organization:
No change in T/O, however, Cannon Company, 319th Infentry attached for Combat

end administration, effective 11 December 1944, Per Special Order Number 212, Head~
quarters, 20th Infantry Division, dated 8 December 1944,

3, Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted:
a. 1 December 1944 = 31 Officers and Warrant Officers U465 Enlisted Men
be et Increase ~  None None
Cs Net Decrezse = -~  None . 5 Enlisted Men
ds 31 December 1944 - 31 Officers and Warrant Officers U460 Enlisted Men

4, Stations: Month of December; '
a, Arrived in France 6 August 19ul,
b. 1 December CP st Seingbouse, France (33.85-57.60) 1/25,000 ZEast France

Y " " gt Macheren, France (30,00-56,35) 1/25,000 " "
: et " at St. Avold, France (33.00-59,00) 1/25,000 " "
9 " " at Merlebach, France (32,81-61.29) 1/25,000 " "
19 " " at Bining, France (63,40-49,60) 1/25,000 " "
21 " " at Lintgen, Luxembotrg,(84.40-26,00) 1/25,000 Iuxembourg
2 " gt Hollenfels, Luxembourg (78.50-25,00) 1/25,000 Luxembourg
at Bissen, Luxembourg (79.30-33,50) 1/25,000 Luxembourg
23 " " gt Oberfeulen, Luxembourg (77.85-39.11) 1 Ogg,ooo Luxembourg
26 " " at 3 Mile N,W. of Feulen,luxembourg (75.10-43,00) 1/25,000
Luxembourg
5. Marchesi | 2

2 All marches during December Were for the purpose of changing nositions to
support the tactical situastlon.

All CP's 2ot towns mentioned.
2 December = Seingbouse, France to Macheren, Prence, U miles, weather cold

and raining, roade muddy. : 7
6 December = Macheren, France to St. Avold, Frence, 4 miles, weather damp,

roads wet,
8 December - St. Avold, France to Merlebach, France, 6 miles, weather raining,

rogsds muddy.
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Centinued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

5+ Marches: (@entinued)
18 December - lierlebach, France te Bining, France, 40 miles, weather clear,
reads geed.

20 December - Bining, France te Lintgen, Luxembeurg, 136 miles, weather clear,
end celd, reads geed.

21 December - Lintgen, Luxembourg te Hellenfels, Luxembeurg, 6 miles, weather
wet and celd, reads geed.

22 December ~ Hellenfels, Luxembourg %e Bissen, Luxembeurg, 10 miles, weather
clear, reads fair.,

23 December = Bissen, Luxembeurg te @berfeulen, Luxembeurg, 7 miles, weather
clear and celd, reads fair,

26 December - @berfeulen, Luxembourg te % mile nerthwest of Feulen, Luxembeurg,
weather clear, reoads geed.

6» Campaigns:
a2, Battle ef Ger .
. 15 September 1944 te present.
c. Te cenquer Germany.
d. Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditienary Ferces,

7« Battles:
1. The Enemys

December 1 = The 905th FA Bn centinued in its direct suppert mission with the
319th Infantry. Standard Operating Precedure eof one lisison efficer per ianfantry
battalien and ene forward observer per line company was in effect. Air ¢P%s con~
“tinued unchanged. Three ergenic ground OF's were estsblished and eperated en a

twenty-feur hour basis, Enemy artillery fire was cemparatively light in the regiment-
al secter, being mestly herassing and interdictien fire,

December 2 = A slight increase in enemy artillery was noteds The Infantry meved

te a pesitien below the tewns of Fréyming and Merlebach; These tewns being held by
emall greups of enemy. Flying bemb passed ever CP during the sfterneen.

December 3 « A ferward ebserver - lisisen efficer was sent te the 2nd Cavalry
Greup eperating en the regimentsl flank, Enemy artillery fire centinued te harass
infantry instellatiens,

December 5 ~ Artillery suppert assisted infantry in clesring enemy frem Freyming
and Merlebach, Slicht resistance reperted by the infantry. Znemy using heavy artile
lery fer interdictién end harassing missicns. Time bembs expleded in St, Aveld, in
vicinity ef Service Battery, 905th Field Artillery Battalien.
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UNIT HISTORY FORﬁ OF DECEMBER 1944 (Centinued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALICN

7» Battles: (Centinued)

December 8 - 319th Cembat Tean settled irn Merlebach for a medified rest peried.
One cempany maintzined outpests. A liaisen eofficer and ens ferward ebserver were with
infentry eutpests elemenis, €rgasnic @P3%s were estazblished., The 905th FA Bn leads
XII Cerps Artillery in the pumber of team shell reperts submitted.

December G-17 = Eneny artillery centinued interdictien and harassing missiens
in vicinity ef Merlebech, Cavalry units maintained centact with enemy te the nerth
east, between Merlebach snd Ferbach. Enemy artillery leceatiens were observed by
liaisen plone and tzken under fire.

December 18 - The Battalien meved te vicinity ef Singling, France, te take
up suppert ef 319th Infentry.

December 19-2C = The Battalien meved te vicinity ef Lintgen, Luxembeurg and
went inte general suppert.

December 22 = The 905th FA Bn wes in direct suppert ef 319th Infentry in eper-
atiene ageinst the enemy in the vicinity ef Merzig. Enemy artillery ¢o the read, in
vicinity eof Merzig, was tcken under fire with devastating effect. A supply train en
the seme read was alse destreyed by artillery fire, Infantry reperted in centact with
elements of the 352 V@ Divisien.

December 23 — Tanks ettecks were repulsed with lesses te¢ the enemy by Infantry
and artillery fire., Smell arms and mertar fire increased. Air battles in regimental
secter provided a drametic teuch. Infantry meved te pesitiene Heiderscheid, Tadler,
and Ringel, after facing censiderable oppesitien. Infantry counter-sttacks aleng
frent were breken up by artillery cencentrations., There wes seme elasticity in the
frent but infantry regeined lest greund, Infantry may have been in centact with
elements of Gress Deutschland Divisien., Nebelwerfer fire was received in the
regimentsl area.

December 2! = The enemy, with tanks, covnter-attacked in the morning but was
repulsed, Artillery and mertar fiee en frent lines increased, Enemy air activity
increasing. Infantry was in centact with elements of J9 VG Divisien. Nebelwerfer
fire received in sector.

Decenber 25 =~ The enemy counter-attacked ebeut midnight but was repulsed. Cen-
siderable artillery and mertar fire recéived, ' 317th Infantry en eur right flank was
held up by enemy artillery threugheut the day. Battery OP's were established,

December 26 - Enemy vehicular mevement was neted te be increasing. A celum of
35 vehicles was fired upgen with geed effect. Enemy artillery fire continues te
harass ferward elements. Enemy infaentry in white cameuflage suits were ebserved
from organic OP's.
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMEER 194) (Centinued)
QOHIE FIEID ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Centimued)

December 27 « 3rd Battalien, 319th Infantry received heavy mertar fire during the
merning hours. The enemy counter=attzcked in theé merning with e small ferce which was
repulsed., During the afterneen, the lst Battslien, 319th Infantry was ceunter-attack-
ed by a ferce ¢f at least battalien strength, Heavy lesses were sustained by the
enemy and the situatien was under centrel ene hour after sheeting began. An estimated
500 reunds ef enemy artillery fell en the 1lst Battalien secter during the day. At
dusk, eur Air OP ebserved and adjusted upen sn enemy battery, with direct hits being
ebserved., Liaisen was made with the 1l4th Field Observatien Battclien and utilizatien
was mede of their sound and flash base, eperating in the vicinity of Heiderscheid.
Nebelwerfer fire received in Heiderscheid., :

December 28 -~ The lst Battalien, 319th Infantry was again ceunter-attacked by a
substantial force but the enegy was repulsed by infemtry-ertillery fire. Thirty PW's
were taken. FW infermatien shoews devestating effect of artillery fire., Units are
decimated daily and enemy shews increasing inclination te surrender, HEntire secter
319th Infantry received artillery fire, FW's claim their cemmanders ordered greund
te be teken at 211 cests.

December 29 - Artillery fire caught enemy infantry in assembly area and ceuntere
attack that was anticipated never eccurredi. Enemy shelled near installatiens. Divisien
Artillery air strip wae under fire during entire day, with six liaisen plames repertsd
damaged . 905‘&11 Air OP's centinued te functien and enemy guns were ebserved and ad~
justed upen. Vehicular activity was ebserved in the vicinity ef Geesdorf. FW's re-~
pert devasteting effect of artillery fire.

December 30 = Enemy coeunter-attacked in 2nd Battelien secter but wes repulsed
after artillery barrages had decimated attascking units. Infiltration of enemy in~
fentry necessitated the placing of fires extremely clese te our ferward elements.
Artillery ebservetion and adjustment was excellent. Enemy planes were over area in
afterneen and evening. A P47 drepped a bemb near Service Battery instellatiens in
Oberfenlen., The plane was net fired upen by eur persennel., A five gun battery was
ebserved and adjusted upen by air 6P, Direct hits were observed upen 3 of the guns.
Enemy artille ry centinues interdictien and harassing fires., The heaviest cencentira~
tion reperted was in Heiderscheid, where forty rounds fell in five minutes.

December 31 - There was evidence that the enemy withdrew te pesitions farther
te the east., Fex holes eccupied yesterday were found empty. A four gun enemy-babe
tery was observed and adjusted upen by Air €P. The effect was excellent -~ massed
fires of supperting battaliens cempletely cevered the target, There was considerable
vehicular activity te the nertheast. A greup ef seven tanks was picked up and fired
upen seuth ef Censthum. Enemy artillery fire centinued threugheut the day with Nebe
elverfer fire reperted north of Heiderscheid in the early evening. Our infantry de-
termined the eutpest line and MLR of the enemy east of Ringel, Seme enemy activity
ever regimental secter was reported.

’
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continmed)
905TH FIELD ARTILLFRY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

The enemy situstion at the end of the period showed an aggressive enemy who
had vsed tanks end automstic weapons in succesgssive counter-gttacks, Though he
suffered heavy losses from artillery and infantry fire, the enemy made repeated
attemots to gain the high ground in the wvicinity of Ringel, At the end of the
month the use of tanks by the enemy lessened in this sector., ZEnemy artillery was
difficult to locate., Excellent results were secured on enemy guns and batteries
spotted by Air OP's, Coordination with the 1llith Field Cbservation Battalion aided
in determining movement of enemy elements. There was a reported build-up of enemy

_artillery north of Ringel, across the Sure River, ZIEnemy artillery fire was the
heaviest since entering the combat zone, PVW's revort counter-attacks supported by
massed artillery are imminent,

During the month, nine PW's were taken by the 905th Field Artillery Battelion
snd suspicious civilians were turned over to the CIC for screening. Iany Soldbuchs,
maps, "log books" and miscellaneous documents were passed on to higher headguarters.

2. Action:

December 1 to 2 (inclusive) =~ The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in
its direct support mission of the 319th Infantry, with the Battalion Command Post
loceted in the town of Seingbouse, France, The 512th Field Artillery Battalion re-
inforced the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion. The 319th Infantry was
in & defengive position, defending the northern sector of the XII Corps., Communica=
tions between higher and lower echelons, Forward Observers, etc., was by wire and
radio, Numerous fire missions were fired on enemy troops and vehicles; also inter-
diction and harassing missions, These fires were thickened and some were taken over
by the 512th Field Artillery Battalion, reinforcing the Battalion.

December 3 - The 905th Field Artillery Battslion, still with the seme mission
and supporting unit, took up & position in the vieinity of Macheren, France. This
posgition wes occupied by 1400 hours. Registretion on two (2) points was completed
by 1530 hours. These registrztions were accomplished by ground cbservation as 2ir
observation was impossible,

December 4 to 5 (inclusive) The 905th Field Artillery Battalion Comuend Post
remained in the szme location, near Macheren, France. Its mission continued to e
that of direct support of the 319th Infentry, The 905th Field Artillery Battalion,
along with Division Artillery, fired & 15 minute prepasration for the 318th Infantry,
prior to the jump off of their attack. The 905th Field Artillery Battalion hed a
Ligison Officer with the 2nd Cavelry Group end the Artillery Battelion fired numer-
ous missions for the Group throughout the dey end night. On 5 December 194k, the
512th Field Artillery Battalion was relieved of its mission of reinforcing the fires
of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continued)
S05TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)
2. Action:

December 6 to 7 (inclusive) = The S05th Field Artillery Battalion moved to the
vieinity of Batting Les St. Avold, France with the Command Post in the town. The
905th Field Artillery Battelion supported the outpost line of the 319th Infentry
and, as a secondary mission, supported the 2nd Cavalry Group.

December & to 17 (inclusive) = The BGommend Post of the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion was locsted in Merlebach, France and the mission was direct support of the
319th Infantry, on a defensive position, outposting the town of Merlebach, France,
The communications were by wire and rsdlo, Battery Observation Posts were estab-
lighed and surveyed in, The 319th Cannon Comnany was offilcizlly turned over to the
905th TField Artillery Battalion, by Division order, as "D" Battery, on 11 December
194k, The 905th Tield Artillery Battalion was given the mission of reinforcing the
fires of the 183%rd Field Artillery Group on December 10. Numerous missions were
fired for them as Time On Target fires. On December 17, the 905th Field Artillery
Battalion was relieved of its mission of reinforcing the fires of the 183rd Field
Artillery Group. During this period, two (2) one~hour inetruction periods per day
for officers, were carried on,. :

December 18 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion moved as part of the Tth
serizl of the Division motor march from Merlebach, France, to g farm, (Bombacherhoff),
esst of Singling, France. The battzlion left Merlebach,France at 0915 hours, was de~
layed enroute 55 minutes before crossing the Initial Point by column preceding the
battlion, and closed at Bombacherhoff Farm at 1330 hours. Reconnazissance was immed-
lately started for battle pogition, northeast of Bettviller, France. The battalion
took up positions in the vicinity of Bombacherhoff Farm with a mission of reinforcing
the fires of the 315th Field Artillery Bsttslion, Wire and radio communication were
used. :

December 19 = The 905th Field Artillery Batteslion received several changes of
orders during the early morning hours. The outcome of which, put them in direct
support of the 2nd Battalion, 319tk Infantry. To better accomplish the direct
support mission, one Battery ("A') was moved forward., The 905th Field Artillery
Battalion had the 276th Field Artillery Battalion reinforcing its fires, The 315th
Infantry was relieved of its mission on the line and the 319th Combat Team prepered
for g motor march which started after the hours of darkness, The 905th Field Artil-
lery Battalion was still enroute at 200600,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)
2« Action:

December 20 - The column being held up at various times during the night, the
905th Field Artillery Bettalion did not reach ESCH-SUR A, Luxembourg, until 200845,
where the column was halted because of a traffic tie-up, At 1000 hours, the Bat~
telion Commander received insiructions from the Division Artillery Assistent §~3
and proceeded to assigned egrea, making reconnaissence of same for occupation of
position., Becsuse of heavy treffic, the battalion did not arrive in the position
until 1545 hours. The Battalion Commend Fost was located in the tcwn of Lintgen,
with the batteries approximately 1000 meters northeast of town, taking up a defensive
situation, s prescribed by higher headquarters. The battalion closed in its area
at 1815,

December 21 to 22 (inclusive) =~ The §05th Field Artillery Battalion received a
mission of direct support of the 319th Infantry. Positions were reconncitered and
before obtaining orders to occupy these positions, the orders were rescinded and the
battalion remained in its position in Lintgen. By 1200 hours the orders were again
chenged, to a direct support mission, supporting the 319th Infaniry. The battelion
moved to locations in the vicinity of Hollenfels, with the Command Post located in
the Chateau Rulnea. The 905th Field Artillery Bsttalion fires were reinforced by the
315th Field Artillery Battalion, Wire and radio communication were used.

December 23 - The 905th Field Artilleyy Battalion, béing in position, fired
numerous missione and registered on a check-point as soon as a plane was made avail=
able from the 315th Field Artillery Battalion, Prepsred defensive fires for the
night position of the Infantry, During the night, eight (8) haressing missions were
fired to cover up avenues of gpproach by the enemy., Several missions were fired early
in the morning on troops end vehicles assembling for counter-attack., Later, a counter-
atteck was in vrocess in various sectors of our front, Considersble ammunition was
expended in bresking up the counter-sttack and, although the Infentry was forced to
give ground during the counter=attasck, it regained the lost ground by 1200 hours,

The 905th Field Artillery Bettelion remained in its position in the vicinity of Ober-
feulen, The counter-attack tock place in the vicinity of Heiderscheid. The follow=

ing concentrations were fired: 13 Infantry, 2 machine guns, 12 tanks, 1 direct fire

wespon, 1 convoy, 1 counter=attack.

December 24 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion remained in position in the
viecinity of Oberfeulen snd continued in its mission of direct support of the 319th
Infantry., After the counter-agttack had been repulsed early in the moraing, numer-
ous missions were fired on enemy stragglers end mechsnized equipment, These fires
were reinforced by the 315th Field Artillery Battalion., Fired & concentrations on
Infantry, 1 machine guns snd 9 harassing, '
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

2. ACtion:

December 25 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued to support the
319th Infentry., A reconnaissgnce was mede for new positions in the vicinity of
Mon Zahnen, southeast of Heiderscheid, Positions were occupied after darkness.
At egpproximately 2330 hours, there was a smell counter-gttack, A normal barrage
and several concentrations were fired and the counter-attack was repulsed. Immed-
iately after daybreak, numeroug targets appeared and with the reinforcing fire of
the 315th Field Artillery Battelion, these targets were destroyed. At daylight,
Cannon Company, 319th Infantry, known es "D" Battery, also fired a short barrage
on enemy troops. Fired 2 concentrations on artillery, 4 on infentry, 1 on tanks,
2 on vehicles, 1 on Obgervation FPost, 1 on counter-gttack, 2 normel barrages and
9 harassing.

December 26 ~ The §05th Field Artillery Battalion continued to support the
319th Infentry. The 1lst Battslion, 319th Infantry, relieved the 2nd Battalion,
319th Infantry, at 1800 hours., The lst Battalion, 319th Infantry, received a
small counter-attack st 1100 hours. Two barrages were fired and the attack was
repulsed. Considersble difficulty is being experienced by Observers in msking
adjustments on targets., It is believed that the terrain is the predominant factor
in successfully completing observed missions, Fired concentrstions on: 1 counter=

battery, 18 infantry, 3 tanks, 12 harassing, 6 preparations, 2 emergency berrages,
4 normel barrages.

December 27 = After the counter-gttack of the morning was stopped, the situa~
tion was stabilized until 1445 hours when the 1st Battelion, 319th Infantry, was
counter-attacked by an enemy force, of at least battalion strengih, from the east
and southeast. Barrages were fired and repeated several times. Concentrations,
both battalion and battery, called for, stopping the enemy with reported heavy losses
(reports from our Infantry and prisoners of war%. By 1540 hours, the situation was
vnder control. An enemy battery wes observed and adjusted on by our Ailr Observation
Post, but darkness prevented observetion of results. The 905th Field Artillery
Battalion continued on its direct support mission and was reinforced by fires of
the 315th Field Artillery Battalion . Communicetion was by both telephone and radio,.
Fired 3 counter battery, &€ infantry, 1 vehicles, 13 harassing end 2 normal barrages.

December 28 « The 905th Field Artillery Bgttalion continued in direct support
of the 319th Infantry, reinforced by the 315th Field Artillery Battzlion., Defensive
positiong were improved. "Able" Battery was displaced to 2 position to the rear of
the 905th Command Post, g0 as to better support the Main Line of Registance. The
1st Battalion, 319th Infantry, was counter-sttacked at 1430 hours. The attackers
came from the east. They were successfully repulsed snd 30 prisoners were taken,
Enemy artillery fire was heavy on forward elements. Telephone and radic communicat-
ions were bdth used. Fired 1 counter-battery, 4 infentry, 3 vehicles, 11 haressing
migsions, 4Also, 5 normal barrages,

: DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND 735017 ' il e
By ED NARA Date q-23-(0 : / !

to




UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

7. Battles: (Continued)

2, Action:

Decenmber 25 = The 905th Field Artillery Battelion took up a defensive gituation
along with the Infantry end fired some observed targets on suemy troops. Service
Battery received consideragble shelling and strafing in their area. The batialion
remained in the same position it has been in for several days., The 319th Infantry
were attacked from the woods to their east and north at sbout 300415. The 905th
Field Artillery Battelion, plus "DV Battery, were called on to fire several counter
preperations, normal end emergency, and defensive concentrations, Numerous repeats
on these fires were called for and were fired. The counter-attack was repulsed at
about 300530 and the 319th Infeniry pushed forward to clean out remeining enemy.

The push forward was preceded by artillery concentrations. The 315th Field Artillery
Rattalion and Division Artillery reinforced the fires of the 905th TField Artillery
Battalion,

The Pozit fuzes have been used for interdiction missions only, being fired at
night, Of the 42 rounds fired, we have only observed two early bursts - these appesr-
¢d to be in the clowds. The effect was unknown as it was unobserved. We are, how=
ever, having some difficulty in removing the 4g fuzes from cavitized shells.

Fired: 5 time on target, 1 counter-battery, 23 infantry, 2 machine gun, 2 mortars,
)4 vehicles, 1 command post, 1 emergency, 1 counter-preparation and 2 normal barrages.

December 30 — The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in direct support
of the 319th Infantry in a defensive gituation. TFired 6 time on targets, 2 counter-
battery, 6 infentry, 1 morter, 1 tanks, 1 vehicles snd 14 harassing missions.

December 31 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion Headquarters Command Post
loeated at Mon Zehnen (752-429 Wiltz 122 1/50,000) supported by the reinforcing
fires of the 315th Field Artillery Battalion, Both wire znd radio communications
were used to reach Observation Posts, Torward Observers, and other headquarters.

The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion is direct support of the 319th
Infantry, The 905th Field Artillery Battelion, being in direct support of the 319th
Infantry, fired only e few observed missions throughout the day because of poor ob=-
servation due to the weather; also fired numerous interdiction znd harassing missions,
along with Time On Targets on enemy installations, The 315th Field Artillery Bate
telion assisted in reinforcing the 905th Field Artillery Battelion fires by adding
edditional fire to enemy installations. Fired 4 time on target, 2 counter battery,
11 infantry, 2 mortars and 12 harassing missions.

3. Attached and/or supporting organizations for month of December:

512th FA Bn reinforcing fires 2 December to 5th December 1944
276th F4 Bn reinforcing fires 19 December to 21 December 1944
315th Fa Bn reinforcing fires 22 December to 31 December 194

4, Wine (9) oprisoners of war casptured during December.,
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UNIT HISTORY FOR MONTE ¢F DECEMBER 1944 (Centinued)
Q05TH FIELD ARTILIFEY BATTALIGN

8., Commending O@fficere in all engagementis during December:

Battalien Cemmender: Lt Cel Jehn W. Brewning
Executive and S-1 Major Williem M, Gesman

3
S=3 ¢ Majer Oswald H, Linck
S=2 ¢ Lst Lt Bldred M. Swingen
§-t : Captein Lester H. Salter
Hq Battery Captein Charles W, Harrisen

Battery "AM
Battery "B"
Battery "C"
Serv Battery
Medical Det

Ceptain Charles L. Kimzey
Captein Charles C. Miller, Jr.
Ceptain Jeel B. Stephens
Ceptain Lester H, Salter
Captain Jehn L, Jeannspeules

a% a8 09 99 s o

Ba Lesses in Actien:
8. Beattle of Germany. ;
b. Name, type of casuslty and date:

Pfc William H., Kaufman, 3325395, Btry "B", SWA 31 Dec 44
S Sgt Lester J. Schlager, 16094033, Btry "B", LWA 30 Dec 4!
Pvt Cleve J. Chavis, 34464269, Hq Btry, SWA 27 Dec Ui
Cpl Jebn H. lisehr, 32184268, Hq Btry, LWA 27 Dec 4k
Tec 5 Charles W. Kurz, 32075367, Btry "B" LWA 24 Dec 4t

10, Former and present members whe have distinguished themselves in actien:

Award ef Silver Ster: Jeseph W, Hull,01184853, 24 Lt, FA, Army of the United
States. Fer gallantry in actien in France on 11 Nevember 1944, in cennectien with
military eperations againet an enemy of the United States. én 11 Nevember 1944,

24 Lt Hull distinguished himself by gallantry in action while serving as Ferward
Observer, * * * *

Equipped with enly a radie, he preceeded with the cempany te which he was
essigned, in an attack acress a hill where heavy shelling frem mertars and artillery
was enceuntered. With utter disregard fer his ewn safety, Lt Eull meved alene te the
tep of the hill in an attempt te discever the seurce ef the fire, While in an ex=
pesed pesitien under direct enemy fire Lt Hull directed flire missiens upen the enemy
tattery, successfully having it destroyed, and thus ensbling the infantry te advance.
The eutstanding ceurage, resourcefulness, and censtant devetien te duty exhibited by
24 Lt Hull exemplify the finest traditiens of the armed ferces ef the United States,
Entered military service from Califernia.
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UNIT HISTGRY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Centinued)
905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALICN

10, Former and present members whe have distinguished themselves in actien:
(Continued)

Avward of Silver Star (Pesthumeusly): Jehn R. Perteeus, 01184927, 24 Lt, FA,
Army ef the United States. Fer gallantry in actien in France on 16 November 1944,
in connection with military eperations sgainst an enemy ef the United States. on 16
Nevember 1944, while acting as & Forward Observer with a cempany ef an infentry regi-
ment during an attack en the enemy, Lt Perteous received wounds frem shell fragments.
Although urged te retire for treatment Lt Perteeus, with cemplete disregard fer his
own safety and cemfert, elected to remain as Forward @bserver and complete his assige
ment. Repeatedly expesing himself te enemy fire, he centinued in his missien until
he received additienal weunds which resulted in his death., The sutstanding persenal
bravery, determinatien, and unselfish devetien te duty displayed by Lt Perteeus ex~
emplify the highest traditiens of the armed forees: 8f:the United States, Entered
militery servicé frem Califernia.

Avard of Silver Star: Charles C. Miller, Jr., 03606813, Capt, FA, Army of the
United States. Fer gallantry in actien in France en 25 Nevember 1944, in cennectien
with militery eperztions against an enemy of the United Statesl On 25 Nevember 194,
Captain Miller, while serving as Forward Observer attached te a cempany ir an attack
en the enemy, demenstrated eutstanding persenal bravery in maintaining censtent eper~
atien by leceting and firing on enemy pesitions despite the denger of being expesed
te heavy mertar, artillery, machine gun, end smsll arms fire, KHis plamning and cen=-
trelling of 2ll artillery preparatiens resulted in the destructien of three artillery.
pieces, five machine gun pesitiens, twe 20mm AA guns and twe mertar pesitiems in ade
ditien te meny enemy treeps. As the sttack continued te advence, he was wounded in
the right elbew Ly shell freguents frem an expleding shell, but with utter disregard
for his own conditien he centinued te centrel a series of berrages in frent of the
advencing infentry. The outstanding ceurage, aggressiveness, and sincere devetien
te duty displayed by Ceptain Miller exemplify the highest traditions ef the srmed
forces of the United States, Entered military service frem Alsbama.

Awzrd of Air Medal (Cak Leaf Cluster): Lewis H. Cex, 01181212, 1st Lt, FA,
Army of the United States., Fer meriterieus achievement in Frence during the peried
17 Octeber 1944, te & November 194!, as an artillery liaisen pilet, in successfully
completing the required number of sorties while participating in serial flight in

«@ennection with militery eperatiens egeinst an: enemy ef the United States. Entered
military service from Kentucky.
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10, Tormer and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued)

Award of Bronze Star: Zdwsrd S. Lann, 35385947, S Sgt,FA, Army of the United
States. TFor meritorious service in France during the period & August 194l, to 19
October 194l in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States. Entered military service from Ohio. L5

Award of Bronze Star: Dewey E. Garner, 0435656, Capt, FA, Army of the United
States. JFor heroic service in France §@ring the period &€ August 1944, to 20 November
1944, in connection with military operstions sgeinst en enemy of the United States.
During the period & August 194k, to 20 November 1944, Captain Garner has performed
his duties as a2 Liaieson Officer with ean infantry battalion during long periods without
rest often under constant enemy fire. His calmness and judgment at 211 times has set
an exemple to the members of his section erd has contributed greatly to the success of
the coordination between the inf-ntry and artillery. The courage, resourcefulness, and
devotion to duty demonstrated by Captain Goarner exemplify:-the highest ideals of the
armed forces of the United States, ZFntered military service from Ohio,

Awerd of Bronze Star: VWelter R. Cerhardt, 32592222, Fi, Army of the United
States. JFor heroic service in France during the veriod & August 1944, to 20 November
1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States,
During the period & August 1944 to 20 November 194k, Sgt Gerherdt has performed his
duties as lLisison Sergeant in a suverior manner. Hie constant supervieion of his sec=
tion, and his great interest in maintaining communications engbled the Ligison Officer
with whom he worked to effect an efficient infantry-artillery team snd direct the fire
of Wi Supporsiag artillery where aeeled. OIuEing pexisds vhen the mRbSien vas censtants
1y under enemy fire, Sgt Gerhardt personally laid and recovered a great dezl of wire
and maintained communicatione throushout, The diligence, resourcefulness, and devotion
to duty displeyed by Sgt Gerhardt exemplify the finest traditions of the armed forces
of the United States. ZIEntered militery service from New Jersey.

Awerd of Bronze Star: Manson B, Hatch, 01165506, Cept, FA, Army of the United

States. For heroic service in France during the period 8 August 194, to 20 November
1944, in connection with military operations sgalunst an enemy of the United States.
During the period & August 1944, to 20 November 1944, Captain Hatch has performed his
duties as Liaison Officer with an infentry battalion, during long oeriods without rest,
often under constent enemy fire, He has acted intelligently and calumly under trying
circumstences end has directed and supervised his forward observers and liaison section
in 2 superior menner. The leadership, efficiency, and devotion to duty exhibited by
Captein Hatch reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forees of the United
Stetes. Entered military service from Massachusetts.
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTE OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continued)
9O05TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALIOCN

10, Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued) '

Award of Bronze Star: Andrew E. Holmes, 01170421, 1st Lt, FA, Army of the

United States. For heroic service in France during the period & August 1944, to

20 November 1944, in connection with military operations ageinst an enemy of the
United Stztes. Diuring the period 8 August 1944, to 20 November 194k, 1st It Holmes
has been Artillery Observer and has performed his missions with little relief and
in a superior manner. His cool coursge and total disregard for his own safety in
placing himself in positions where he could observe, has contributed greatly to the
success of each battle in which his company was engaged, His courage was demonsirated
when, although wounded in the hand in an engagement, he continued with his assignment
until the objective was gained. The ocutstanding bravery, initiative, a2nd devotion

to duty displayed by Lt Holmes reflect great credit upon himgelf and the armed forces
of the United States. Entered military service from Wisconsin.

Award of Bronze Star: Thomas W. Leonard, 33320916, Pfe, FA, Army of the United
States, For heroic service in France during the period & August 1944, to 20 November
1944, in comnection with military operations sgainst an enemy of the United States,
During the period & August 1944, to 20 November 1944, Pfc Leonard has performed his
duties as radlo operator with a forward observation team in a superior msmner. His
willingness, notwithstanding the danger, has mede him an inveluable man and has cou=
tributed greatly to the success of the operstions of the forwerd oLserver sectionms to
which he has been assigned. The initiative, efficiency, and devotion to duty exhibit=
ed by Pfc Leonard exemplify the highest ideals of the armed forces of the United States,
Entered military service from Pennsylvanis,. :

Awerd of Bronze Star: George Lipchak, 33304727, Pfc, FA, Army of the United

States. TFor herolc service in France during the period 8 August 1944, to 20 Hovember
194k, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States,
During the pericd € August 1944 to 20 Novewber 1944, Pfc Lipchek has performed his
duties with & forward observation section in a superior manner., Ae necessity arose,
Pfe Lipchak has filled each duty within the cection, acting as wireman, radio operator,
end driver, His tireless energy hes inspired other members of the section to place
great confidence in his ability to be where needed most. The efficiency, resourceful-
ness, and devotion to duty exhibited by Pfec Lipchak exemplify the finest traditions

of the armed forces of the United States. ZEntered military service from Pennsylvsais,

Awerd of Bronze Star: Alex Manue, 33368291, Cpl, FA, Army of the United States.
For beroic service in France during the period & August 1944, to 20 November 1944, in
connection with military operations mgainst an enemy of the United Stetes. During the
pericd & August 194l to 20 NWovember 1944, Cpl Manue has performed his duties in a fore
werd observation team in a superior manner, He has, on numerous occasions, set up and
repaired wire communications under heavy shell fire, Hig tireless efforts have been a
vital factor in the successful operation of the forward observstion tean. The efficiency,
resourcefulness, and devotion to duty displeyed by Bpl Manue exemplify the finest trae
ditions of the armed forées of the United States. Entered military service from Penn~
sylvenia, “ : ;
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10,- Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued)

Award of Bronze Star: Lester J, Schlager, 16094033, S Sgt, FA, Army of the

United States. For hercic service in France during the period 8 August 194l o 20
November 1944, in comnection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States. During the period & August 19uli, to 20 November 1944, S Sgt Schlager has
worked as o member of different forward observer teams, for long periods of time with-
out relief, His diligence znd tireless efforts have contributed greatly to the instal-
lation and maintensnce of communications while exposed to dangerous ertillery and small
erms fire, The courage, initiative, and devoiion to duty exhibited by § Sgt Schlager
exemplify the finest traditions of the armed forees of the United States. ZEntersd mile
itary service from Wisconsin,

Award of Bronze Star: Joseph M. Vale, 01180371, lst Lt, FA, Army of the United

——

States, For hercic service in France during the period & August 1944 to 20 November
1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United States,
During the period & August 1944, to 20 November 1944, Lt Vale has performed his dutles
as Artillery Observer in s superior manner, over long periods with no rest and under
continual enemy fire, His coursge snd disregard for his own safety in placing himself
always in positions from which he could observe has contributed greatly to the success
of the missions to which he wes assigned, The leadership, efficiency, and devotion to
duty displayed by Lt Vale exemplify the finest treditions of the armed forces of the
United States., Entered military service from Missouri, ;

Award of Bronze Ster: Edwin B, Wild, 33320376, Pvi, FA, Army of the United
States, For heroic service in France during the veriod & August 1944, to 20 November
1944, in connpection with military operations against an enemy of the United States.
During the period & August 194Y4, to 20 November 1944, Pvt Wild hes performed his dutles
as wireman with o forward observation sectlon in a superior mamner, often coming under
enemy fire while laying wire. His ability and ceaseless efforts have contributed
greatly to the installation and maintenance of communications vitel for the success
of operations of his unit, The initietive, efficiency, and devotion to duty displayed
by Pvt Wild reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United States,
Entered military service from Pennsylvanis.

Awerd of Bronze Star: William J, Zwick, 33347899, Cpl, FA, Army of the United

States, TFor heroic service in France during the period & August 1944, to 31 October
194k, in connection with military operations egainst sn enemy of the United States.
During the veriod 8 August 1944 to 31 October 1944, Cpl Zwick distinguished himself by
performing his duties as Liaison Corporal in a superior manner. His actione have con~
tributed greatly to the success snd efficiency of operations of various forward observer
teems with whom he worked, often under heavy enemy fire, The initiative, gbility, and

| devotion to duty displayed by Cpl Zwick reflect great credit upon himself andthe armed
forces of the United States, Entered military service from Pennsylvenla,

’
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UNIT EISTORY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944 (Continued)
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10, Tormer and nresent members who have distinguiehed themselves in action:
(Continued)

Award of Bronze Star: Walter Krafty, 33367793, Tec 4, FA, Army of the United
States, TFor meritorious achievement in France during the period 8 August 1941, to 20
Fovember 194l, in connection with military operations sgainst an enemy of the Uhited
States. During the period 8 August 1944, to 20 November 19LL, Tec Y Krafty has ver-
formed his duties as S=3 Clerk in a superior masnner. His 2bility to work conscientious-
ly and thoroughly have contributed greatly to the operstion of the battalion, commend
post, and fire direction center., His coolnegs vwhen under great stress has set sn ex-
ample to others and has engbled them to better perform their own work, The tireless
energy, resourcefulness, and devotion to duty exhibited by Tec U Krafty reflect great
credit upon himsgelf and the armed forces of the United Stztes. Entered militery serv-
ice from Pennsylvania.

Award of Bronze Star: Raymon L. McCraw, 33213219, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
States. TFor meritorious achievement in France during the period & August 19Uk, to
20 November 1944, in connection with military operations agesinst an enemy of the United
States, During the period 8 August 1944, to 20 November 194k, Cpl McCraw has performed
his duties as Wire Corporal in g superior magunner., Often coming under enemy fire in the
performgnce of his duties, Cpl McCraw not only exhibited a high degree of technical
skill and proficiency, but through his untiring end cezseless efforts as a leader and
example, contributed greatly to the installation and maintenance of the communication
of the battalion, The tireless energy, initiative, and devotion to duty demonstrated
by Cpl McCraw reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United
States, Entered military service from Virginia,

Award of Bronze Star: William S, Pazik, 33125411, 1lst Sgt, FA, Army of the
United States, For meritorious achievement in France during the period & August 1944
to 20 November 1944, in comnection with military overations againet an enemy of the
United States. During the period & August 1944, to 20 November 1044, 1st Sgt Pazik
has performed his duties 1n a superior menner. Through his tireless efforts, the ad-
ministrative detail of the battery has been accomplished with g high degree of skill
and efficiency, The initiative, energy, and devotion to duty aisplayed by lst Sgt
Pazik reflect great crédit upon himgelf snd the armed forces of the United States.
Entered military service from Pennsylvania.

Awerd of Bronze Stsr:Alphonse H, Pyre, 31149405, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
Stetes, For meritorlous achievement in France during the period 8 August 1944 to 28
October 1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States. During the period & August 1944, to 28 October 1944, Cpl Pyre performed his
duties as Wire Corporal in a superior manner, His forcefulness and initiative were
continuelly demonstrated end were a large factor in the high degree of efficiency of
communication in the battalion. Often coming under enemy fire in the verformaunce of
hig duties, Cpl Pyre not only exhibited s high degree of technical skill end proficiency
but through his untiring and ceaseless efforts as a leader and example, contributed
greatly to the installation end meintenance of the communication in the battalion. The
tireless energy, resourcefulness, and devotion to duty diepleyed by Cpl Pyre reflect
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10, TFormer and present members who have distinguished themselves in action;
(Continued)

great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United States, ZIntered military
service from Rhode Island,

Avward of Bronze Star: Mike J. Banasisk, 36510609, Pfc, FA, Army of the United
Stetes. TFor meritorious schievement in France during the period & August 1944, to 20
November 1944, in connection with military operations sgeinst an enemy of the United
States. During the period & August 19k, to 20 November 1944, Pfc Banasiak has per-
formed his duties as Gun Recorder in a superior mamner, As recorder at the gun posi-
tion he has at times assumed the duties of Assistant Executive and has been an inspir-
ation to all members of the gun crews, His accurascy in keeping data on barreges, and
preparations has inspired confidence in him by his officers, non-commissioned officers,
and members of the crews, The tireless energy, initiastive, and devotion to duly die-
played by Pfc Banasisk reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the
United States. Entered military service from Michigan.

Award of Bronze Star: Harold D, Burk, 35331016, S Sgt, FA, Army of the United
States, JFor meritorious achievement in France during the period & Asugust 1944, to
22 October 1944, in connection with military operations 2gainst en enemy of the United
States, During the period & August 1944, to 28 October 1944, § Sgt Burk performed his
duties as Wire Sergeant in a superior manner, His forcefulness and initiative were
continually demonstrated and were a large factor in the high degree of efficiency of
communication in the battalion., Often coming under enemy fire in the performance of
his duties, § Sgt Burk, not only exhibited & high degree of technical skill and pro-
ficiency, but through his untiring end cezseless efforts as a leader snd example, con=-
tributed greetly to the instellation =nd maintenance of the communication of the hat-
talion. The tireless energy, resourcefulness, and devotion to duty displayed by § Sgt
Burk reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United States,
Entered military service from Ohio.

Award of Bronze Star: Semuel B, Erown, 33320992, £ Sgt, Fi, Army of the United
Stotes, TFor meritorious achievement in Frence during the period 8 mgust 194, to 20
November 194Y, in comnection with military operstions against an enemy of the United
States. During the period & August 1944, to 20 Novewber 1944, § Sgt Brown has perform-
ed his duties as Motor Sergeant in & superior menner,.Hie outstending efforts and cone
tinuel interest has contributed greatly to the excellent state of motor maintenence
within the battery and to the few mechanical failures of vehicles under his supervision.
The initistive, resourcefulness, and devotion to duty displayed by S Sgt Brown reflect
greal credit upon himgelf end the armed forces of the United States. ZEntered military
gervice from Pennsylvania.

Award of Bronze Star: Anthony B, Chismar, 33107941, Sgt, FA, Army of the United
States, For meritorious achievement in France during the period 10 September 194k, to
20 November 19:4, in connection with military operations sgainst an enemy of the Unlted
Stetes. During the period 10 September 1944, to 20 November 1944, Sgt Chismer has per-
formed hig duties as Chief of Section in a superior manner. Through constant supervis-
jon and devotion to his work, he has succeeded in orgsnizing his men into one of the
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10, TFormer snd present members who have distinguighed themselves in action:
(Continued) '

best howitzer sections of the battalion. His initiative, tireless energy, and de-
votion to duty reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United
States. Entered military service from Pennsylvania, - ’

Award of Bronze Star: Robert E, Dooley, 31304267, Pvt, FA, Army of the United
States, For meritorious achievement in France during the period 9 September 194k, to
20 November 1944, in connection with military operations against an enemy of the United
States. During the period 9 September 1544, to 20 November 1944, Pvt Dooley has per-
formed his duties as radio operator in a superior manner, He has remained on the Jjob
for long periods of time without relief and on numerous occasions he has transmitted
fire misslons while subjected to heavy enemy fire, His skillful operation of the radio
hes greatly contributed to the successful completion of fire missions of the battery
and support. of the infentry., The resourcefulnees, tireless energy, end devotion to
duty displayed by Pvt Dooley reflect great credit upom himself and the armed forces of
the United States. Entered military service from Massachusetts.

Award of Bronze Star: Robert J. Ginther, 33368218, Cpl, FA, Army of the United
Stetes, For meritorious achievement in France during the period & August 1944, to 20
November 1944, in connection with military operations ggainst an enemy of the United
States., During the period & August 1944, to 20 November 1944, Cpl Ginther has perform-
ed his duties of Chief of Section in a superior manner, He has displayed exceptionsal
skill in operation of his howitzer section., At all times he has served as an inspir-
ation 2nd example to the members of his and other howitzer sections and his fine hand-
ling of men has resulted in the excellent firing record of his gun crew. The tireless
energy, initiative, and devotion to duty exhibited by Cpl Ginther reflect great credit
upon himself and the srmed forces of the United States, ZEntered military service from
Penngylvania,

Avward of Bronze Ster: Arthur C, Hanson, 37580926, Pvt, FA, Army of the United
States, TFor meritorious achievement in France during the period 8§ August 1944, to 20
November 1944, in connection with military operations sgainst an enemy of the United
States, During the period & August 1944, to 20 November 194k, Pvt Hanson has performe
ed his duties as radio operator in a superior msnner, He has remained on the job for
long periods of time without relief and on numerous occasions he has trensmitted fire
missions while subjected to heavy enemy fire. His skillful overation of the radio has
greatly contributed to the successful completion of fire missions of the battery and
support of the infantry. The resourcefulness, tireless energy, and devotion to duty
displayed by Pvt Hanson, reflect great credit upon himself and the srmed forces of the
United States. Entered military service from Minnesota.
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10, Former end present members who have distinguished themselves in action:
(Continued)

Awerd of Bronze Star: John W, Browning, 020767, Lt Col, FA, United States Army,
Tor meritorious achievement in Frauce on 1 November 1944, in connection with militery
operations ageinst an enemy of the United States., On 1 November 1944, Lt Col Browning
was serving es a battalion commander of Field Artillery. Under his superior leadership
end planning of fires in the sttack on two enemy held towns in France on thet date, his
battalion displayed outstanding combat efficiency and contributed largely to the suce
cess of the operation. His devotion to duty and untiring efforts are conmensurate with
the finest traditions of the armed forces of the United States, ZEntered United States
Military Academy from Texas.

Award of Bronze Stzr: Theodore M. McCarthy, 18001830, T Sgt, FA, Army of the
United States, JFor meritorious service in France during the period & August 1944, to
30 November 1944, in comnection with militery operations sgainst an enemy of the United
Stetes. Entered militsry service- from Colorado.

Award of Purple Heart: By direction of the President, under the provisions of
Army Regulations b0O-15, dated 22 September 1943, as amended, the Purple Eeart was
awerded the following nsmed personnel for wounds received as a result of enemy action:

1st Lt Andrew E., Holmes, 01170421, Generzl Order lumber 92, Headquarters 80th
Infentry Divieion, dated 2 December 19Uk,

Pvt Jemes L, Griffin, 34893733, Genersl Order Number 92, Headquarters 80th
Infentry Division, dated 2 Décember 194,

Pvt George J. Costello, 3379922L, General Order Number 92, Headquarters &0th
Infentry Division, dated 2 December 1944,

Ceptain Charles C. Miller, Jr., 0366813, Generel Order Number 92, Headquarters
%0th Infantry Division, dated 2 December 194k,

Pvt John C. Richards, 14002522, Genersl Order Number 101, Headguarters &0th
Infentry Division, dated 11 December 194,

Sgt William B, Jack, 33071112, General Order Number 102, Headquarters 80th
Infentry Division, dated 12 December 194%,

Tec 5 Reuben C. Blass, 33348496, General Order Number 102, Headquarters 80th
Infentry Division, dsted 12 December 1944,

Tec 5 Ernest J. Iutjelusche, 37450177, Genersl Order Number 102, Headguarters
g0th Infantry Division, dated 12 December 195ul,

’
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10. Former znd present members who have distinguished themselves in action:

(Continued)

Tec 5 Charles W, Kurz, 32075367, General Order Number 115, Headguarters 80th
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905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

Infantry Division, dated 28 December 19ul,

Pfc Joseph S. Hojecki, 36601742, General Order Number 115, Headquarters 80th

Infentry Division, dated 28 December 19Uk,

Pvt Melvin L. Thompson, 35749915, General Orders Number 115, Headguarters 80th
Infantry Division, dated 28 December 1944,

11, Photographs:
None,
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