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ACTIVATION OF DIVISION

The 80th Infantry Divieion was activated on 15 July
1942 at Camp Forrest, Tepneseee in accordance with Gepjeral
Oreder No. 1, Hdgs., 80th Infantry Division, Camp Forrest,

Tennessee, dated 15 July 1942. Major General Joseph D.
Patch assumed command as of that date.
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80th uiviaion‘ in world war I:

80th In Argonne 25 Years Ago
“Blue Ridge Outfit % .
Participated in
World War 1

This past week marked the
“twenty-fifth anniversary of the
80th Division's participation in
+tHe great Meuse.Argonne Of-

fensive.
Unmarked by any military
ceremony . . ., it was far more

“Titting that the 80th observe
this anniversary perfecting its
training so that the Division
will become ever. more profic- |
fent In its ultimate aim . . . the
total destruction of our present |
enemies on the field of combat, !
~Rated first of all National |
Army Divisions by the War De- |
partment, the 80th of World |
War I was called upon three
times in the Meuse-Argonne op-
erations . . . and never failed to
take its objectives. The Artillery
“of the n-boasts more days
of continous combat n
the batteries of @ny other Am-
erican Division participating in
| the Great War, and it is inter-
esting to note that' the 80th
| captured two qmans and one
machine gun ' for every man
. Wounded and gnvgmoe of enemy
with gub ‘crew for ey-
ery ten men Wres ed. It was in
the Argonne that the 80th sus-
fered its heaviest pasualties and
earned the undying rignt to wear
one of the tWo proud battle
eamers which the Division

| colors bear,
Bains strergth ang confidence




80th RECONNAISSANCE TROOP

The 80th Reconnaissance Troop, 80th Infantry Divieion,
was originally organized as the Headquarters and Head=
quarters Detachments, 159th and 160th Infantry Brigades
which were organized at Camp Lee, Virginia in Auguet, 1917;
served overseags and participated in bgttles Theee organ—
izations returned to the United States and were demopilized
at Camp lee, Virginia (159-h Infantry Brigades Headquarters)
and Oamp Dix, NeJs (160th Infantry Brigades Headquartere)
in June, 191%.

In order to perpetuate the history and traditions of
the Headquarters Deigchments, 159th and 160th Infaniry
Brigadee, they were, under the provisions of Section Ja,
Natdopnal Defense act, reconstituted as HeadgBarters and
Headgarters Companies, 159th and 160th Infan‘'ry Brigades
were redesignated the 80th Reconnaissance Troop, 80th
Divieion Pursaant to letter from the War Department,
dated 30 January 1942,

The 80th Reconnaissance Troop, 80th Division
is entitled to silver b nds for ites guidon. The silver
bgnde are engraved Somme Offensive, Meuse Argonne, Picardy
and Lorraine.



TROOF INSIGHNIA

T he yellow Bolor in the backgrouna of the
jnsicnia combined with the saber denote that the
unit is basically cavalry. Lightni ng signifi es
the rapidity with which movements are performed
oy the 'roop. Symbolizing the alert ness and re-
connaissence function of the unit is the he d of
the p ioneer Scout. On the scroll is the motto
nFind the foe", this expresses the pu rpose ol the

TrooDe.



OHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

15 July 19423 Troop activated at Camp Forrest,
Tenneseee, per. Geperal order #l, Hgs. 80th I_fantry
Division, dated 15 July 1942. Captain H.B. Wilson, first
comandir!g officere. an. Lta. E.J. Anselmi, Med o Gamp,
R.W, Hill, E.C. 8cholz, J.C. Smudin assigned and joined
S.0. #1, 80th Infantry Division, 15 Jaly 1942.

6 August 194231 Captain HeB. Wileon relieved of
command, transfered to Southern Avaition _‘raining School,
Decatur, Alabgma. 2'nd. Lte E.C. Scholz ass.med commande

- 156 August 1942: Private Nelson died.

18 Auguet 1942s Captain Tom Matlack aseaigned and
joined S.0. #33, 80th Infantry Divisions. 2nds Lte E.Cs
Scholz relieved of commande

20 August 19423 2nde Lt. Paul L. Smith assigned and
joined.

1 October 1942s Lts. Miles, R.C. Zimmer aesaigned and
joined.

10 Ociober 19423 2nd. Lt. Brown, 313 F.A., lste Lte
Smith, 315 F.A., 2nd. Lt. Bellamy, 317 Infantry, 2nd. Lt.
Henry, 318 Infantry and 2nd. Lt. Kilgues, 319 Infantry
a°tached, S.0. # 73, 80th Infantry Division, 12 October 1942,

1% October 19425 2nd Lts. Monohan, Warren, Stewart,
Know, Jarr, Tubbs &nd Succino attgched, S.0. # 75, 80th
Infantr - Divisiong

20 October 19423 Lste. Lts. Dann, Kerr, 2nd. Lt.
Oobb, assigned and joined, S.0. #0, 80th Infantry
Divieion. Captain Moody, MC, attached for duty per. S8.0.

719+

23 Octover 1942: Let Lts. Znigradski and Fink,
attached for duty, S.0. #7, 80th Infantry Diviedan,
13 October 1942,

24 October 19423 2nd. Ltee. J.3. Q'Connor, W.A.
Simpson assipned per. S.0. #84, 80th Infan ry Division.



Unronological history continuedi=

%1 October 19423 2nd. Lt. Mathie asesigned and joined,
8.0. #90, 80th Infantry Division.

4 November 1942s 80th Recopnaissance Sqmadron
(provisional) disbanded per. S.0. ##, Hgs. 80th
Infantry Divisione.

21 December 1942s 1lst. Lt. Kerr assumed command.

22 Decembdr 1942s Capt. Matlack relieved pere
S.0. #%00, Hge. 4th. Service Commande.

%] December 19423 2nde Lte. Mathis transfered to
Camp Breckenridge, Kentucky.

3 Jenamry 1948; 2nd. Lt. Scholz tranefered to Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgiae

13 January 1943s 2nd. Lt. Miles transferred to AAF
Ngvigation school, Monroe, Lae

25 Fepumary 1943s Beginhing this date the 80th
Reconnaissance Troop participated in Division manuevers in
the Lynchpurg, Tepnessee areas

26 April 1943: 2nd. Lte Simpeon to Army Air Corps,
Berry Field, Nashville, Tennesseces

12 June 1943: 2nd. Lt. Wgner assigned and joined
per 8.0. #1%, par. 2, 80th Infantr, Divieion.

15 June 1943s Troop moved from Troop area o
administrative pivouac one mile North of Cemp Forrest,
Tenneseeee
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22 June 19433 2nd. Lt. Cobdb tra.nafereti w0 AAF QOlase-
ification center, Nashville, Tennessees H.D. 8.0. #40, par. 9.

23 June 1943s 80th Reconnaissance moved to biwvouac
area five miles South of Murfreesboro, Tenneseee prior
to Tennessee Manueverse

9 August 1943: Troop reorganized in accordance
with T/O 2«27 dated 15 July 1943 as of 12 Auguet 1943
per. 3.0« #12 headquarters 80th Infantry Division, dated
12 August 1943 as of 12 Auguet 1943, Authorized strength
149 EaMo, 6 officers.

25 August 19433 Troop moved from Lofton, Tennessee
to Gallatin at completion of eight weeks 2nd. Army
manueverse

2 September 1943s Troop moved from bivouac area
S.W. of Gallatin to entrain at Gallatin stationes

4 september 1943s Troop detrained at Camp Phillips,
Kansas, 2030 C.W.T.

20 September 1943s 1lst. Lt. Anselmi transferred to
Pouoﬁn 301"4001, F‘ort. Custer, MiCho, per WeDe S.0, m5'
par. 10, dated 1 October 1943.

5 November 1943%s 2nd. Lt. George P. Rork assigned
and joined from C.R.T.C.

17 November 19433 2nd. Lt. Robert 0. Cleary assjgned
and joined from Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky, per letter
ordey 300¢4 G.N.M.Q.C., dated 13 November 1943,

18 November 1943s 2nd. Lt. Eugene P, Ramsey assigned

and joineds Per. S.0. #304, par. 7, Hq. Cave School, Fi..Ridey, Kane

28 November 194%: Troop entrained at Camp Phillips,
Kansas in preparation to moving to C=A.M.A.

1 December 1943: Troop arrived and detrained at
Yuma Railhead, Yuma, Arizonsa.

3 Jnuary 194lgs Capt. Kerr ordered on S.D. to Hge.
80th Infantry Division. 1lst. Lt. Hill assumed command.

28 Janury 194: 2nd Lt. John R. Danley transferred to
Staff and Faculty Cavalry School, Fort Riley, Kansas.

12 Peburary 1946s Troop departed Camp Laguna, moved
by motor convoy to Palen Pass, California manuever areas
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25 March 19443 Troop departed C-A.M.A. moved by rail to
permanant change of station to Fort Dix, N.J. =il

L

29 March 1944s Troop detrained at Fort Dix, NeJe

21 April 1944s Tech. 4 John P. Egan died of injuries
received in traininge
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80TH RECONNAISSANCE TROOP HISTORY OVERSEAS

Canp Kiluer was s scene of thousands of bustling, merohing
troops, unprecedented inspeotions of everything imesginable,
shots, last winute training, 12 hour pesses, brief ocslles houe
for the last time snd the final preparation for the trip over-
sens. The 80th Reconnsissance Troop and all other elemmmts of
the 80th Division sifted into well coordinated camp the week of
the 18 June 1944 and Were swallowed snd disappeared in the striot
3ansorship rezulstions to coame out only ss NXHMUANUX the nuuber

4024".

The Troop gethered lazily in the hot sunshine and hidden
under eluipuent ns they awaited EFXXXAXKN 2000 hours to begin
the uerch to the railhesd thet iumportent dsy - the 30th of June
1944. It's » good thing .ike Towarnicke kept his accordimn
handy, for that ausic seeued to 1ifé the hesviness that hung
in the reilroesd corch 88 the long trein woved swiftly by the
lighted windows =2nd stores of New Jersey. NEXATMOUTTKNEN (XXTOIENK
P ACRE TR AGS S IR STV I RO G808 (3L RETRLIA D LA (0040. T 101

The trsin slowed, lurched to » stop, & half confusion in the
cars ss the wany heavy and ocuubersoue pieces of equipuent were
agerin sdjusted in place snd the wen began amoving cluusily out
onto the darkened platfora. No one knew NAX&XHUXIY exactly how
fer we stuubled to reach the ferry, but an estiuste frau eny
that lugged that losd would conservetively say "five miles".
Straps cut into the shoulders, sweat ran frecly over the body
but everyone weneged to shuffle onto the lower deck of the ferry, <X
plop down in plece and disregard the "no smoking" signs. s

Strains of wartiel wmusic coming frou the pier moved tired hesds®
in thet direction ms we closed in beside the Jueen iery, ~nd the
exciting rgytha of "Over There" seemed to give us enough energy
to waddle onto the pier for a brief psuse and coffee and donuts.

A fecling of exciteuent pessed through the Troop as theyuoved
single file froa the shores of the United States and woved
silently into the bowels of the second largest ship afloat. No
one hed to be told to hit the bunk that night sfter thet short
but tiresaue trip YEXEX, the first lap of s long Jjourney.

TXEZ The Troop became scrttered sbout the ship, essigned
ENe¥AXX separate chow hours according to the loostion of Qquarters,
given daily duties and had their first exemple of the Tnglish
diet when Kidney stew stared them in the face the first morning
at brekfast. Little freedom was allowed throughout the ship
until after the harbor wass cleared thet first afternoon, 1 July
1944. The trip wes uneventful except for one day when heavy
sees were encountered snd the few who could navigate hed the
run of the ship while the others were contesting who could throw
that English style food the fertherest with the wostést. A scene
like that is mlweys funny to everyone but the contestant and the
contestant usurlly wesn't perticula r whieh floors end wnlls he
decornated. :

On the 6th of July the constant vibrations of XNINOMNEK
the turbines on this huge ship suddenly stopped =nd snthor was
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cast in the Pirth of Clyde, diseabarking wes coupleted by
eleven o'elock thet night atGrascew | gootland and odd-looking
XU¥SK British trains were boarded. Six men were assigned each
coapartaent and the ususlif coffee and donute were passed out
before moving out. The most noticeable thing at the time was
thet it was mlaost 3330 and derkness wes just bezinning to des-
cend on this northern country.

The southern trip took all night and & greert part of the next
worning to reesch the suell town of Knutsford, near manochester.
The Division was now sosttered for uany ailes throughout that
section of Englend XA as n safety preceution mgeinst air antteck.
fe found we were to be stationed ot uobberly Hell, but the
distinguich sounding neae proved to be nothing wore then n tent
eerap in o pesture, with neissen huts for bath houses, nand the
spae XLENEXCFE kind of » strumture for uess hell and kitohen.
During the three weeks there we found out why thc sun never sets
on the 8ritish nuoire (it never rises). English oddities where
noted with muuseient but should never be juestioncd, the book snid.
Pubs proved to beé erbout the smue mas drinking watered beer in =
funeral perlor or n dictor's weiting roou, but the 3ird in Hand
snd Roebuek's still played host to the half the troop. Left hend
driving was a nightuere for the first few days and aore understend-
ing could be procured frai the rosd signs 1f they were rend
upside down and beckwards. Passes WETIE€ scArce but wmost of the aen
got out by showing they cerried their raln coet which alweys
proved of soue velue whether it rained or not. However when XNK
s surprise forumtion wess cslled et widnight EXaMEEa g sux
HEX C{GTKAERE Sot Saell blew the whistle loud enough to be hesrd
in fluslow and wen sppesred in = surprising array of sveileble
ciithing to ueke it in tiue. Soue sctuamlly were sleeping at the
tiue.

Juoch tine had been spent carving the we terproof trestuent
fro. the vehicles =nd with everything loeded and everyone
ac counted for,the rosd warech for the iershaling Ares Just outside
of South Haupton was begun st 1100 the 31lst of July. This wsrch
covered sporoxiuetely 318 miles mnd brought us to the proper
destinetion st 0590 hours the next morning. Last ainute e ipaent
was issued, more nuabers were sdded to the vehicles for shipaent
and st 0300 hours on the 2nd of August everyone was rudely
swakened »nd mrde preparstions for resching the port at South
Haapton by 0800.

The ooluan of vehicles pulled in beside » Liberty Ship and after
a short weit, the big boom begen reasching out egein snd azsin
to pick heavy half trecks off the ground, swing theu through the eir
and deposit them in the hold. By three that afternoon, the Troop
and ejuipaent wes once 2gain on the move. A convoy was picked up
the next morning end by thet evening we hed our first view of
wemorsble Utah Besch that was still e scene of w=any aoving ships,
aen end amchines ms hundreds of ships were unlosded as fast as
possible with the iluportent eleuents of war needed to support the
breskthoruzh the 3rd Amuy hed acheived. Tupetiently we swaited
our turn snd unlosding begen ofi the 5th of August end was cou-

p eted the following dey.



(overseas history ocont'd) (3)

The Troop moved out of the confusion of the beach area
to » bivousc outside the village of St. Jores for the final
briefing snd getting equipaent resdy for the first encounter
with the eneny. After carrying ges uasks end sssocisted
eluipaent for two yeers &nd struggling through nuaerous ges
drills by the nuubers, it wes all turned in.J Prepering for thet
first battle is » strenge experience that keeps the mind revolving
over thouésnds of questions that cen only be enswered with the
first exchange of fire. Hundreds of bettle tips received froa
a1l sources flash off and on when the orders to wove out are
received snd the convoy rolls out of the pesture and down the roead,
through St. Jores, pest the IP in the direction of iontigny.

Thet sfternoon of 8 August 1944, the Troop convoy moved
through Piererses, and witnessed their first totally destroyed
city. Buildings DOOSAEN (R TAE X TAL CANE CAR TN XAEXHEX #11 over the
city hed been shsken fraa their foundstions and spilled out onto
the streets. At 1800 the coluan was stopped by General Suuaers
and the Troop received e chenge of nission and were now to proceed
to Ledsns in edvance of a reinforced coabest team.

ve more or less assuaed that Leiians had already been tsken
g0 we NENXHEQD YRR RNAKATAE tresveled s1ll night, experienced
helf scared feeling of our first eneay eir stteck, »nd by morning
wnet busting down the roasd to Leisns dean confident of ourselves
until we begen passing burning tanks and freshly killed krsuts.
Upon resching the outskirts of the city end finding e battle still
in progress we pulled off the road and 1lasid sround watching elements
of the 90th Division flushing hosrdes of eneay out of nearby bushes
without reslizing we were lounging sround sluost in the midst of
e heavy besttle. Finally orders osae through to wmove beck to 8
teoticel bivousc east of Velges.

A mission ceme through the next day end the Troop begen working
in sdvence of the Division in the direection of XXEENXNHN Arguentsn.
¥NIEX The thitd Platoon picked up the Troop's first prisoner
froa s f#iadly civilisn snd leater that day grabbed six amore.

On Sunday 13 August 1944, the 3nd Platoon received the first
cssuslties while reconnoitering = rosd cleared precviously by
pnother unit. Like an electrifying shock one vehicle blew up end
then in aquick succession two more EXEEEXKINEN were demolished
upon striking mines. Sanauy Romano, Eward Grutzanscher and Clarence
¥411isms were killed instently snd several others were wounded.
Those first cesuslties ere hard to take. The sterk reslity that
the eneuy is no longer s drean but cold blooded, living, bresthing
men who NEWEXXEKE had just tsken the lives of fellows we had lived
with for so long, makes one auad 21 first that slowly tepers off
with the thought that we have %o continue on, that there will be
asny more deys like this, many more being killed, it's e hell of
a Job but froa NDIX#®E then on it was definitely we or they.
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The Troop continued X the ndvence townard Argemten snd out
posted the Division sector ms the infentry woved in and engrged

in their first fierce fighting to close the southern srau of
the Prlaise trep on Von Kluge's 7th Gerusn arauy. Friendly air
roraed the skj¥es, pouncing on snd destroying hundreds of eneay
vehicles snd by the 20th of August, Argenten fell, and with it
died the geruern aruy in s asss greve.

A few derys rest at Alemenaches, dnsys of leying in the wam
sunshine and swiping persistent bees XXBX off the food, dmys
of repeckinzg eluipaent and then the Troop woved out in rdvence
of the Division for » long werch mcross Frence. Those were the
days when we rerlized "to the victor belongs the spoils" for
the French gave the uiles long coluan the most enthusisdtic wel-
coae pgonceiveble. Streets were lined in villeges end cities
with children, wen snd voluptious wouen, weving, crying, yelling
nyive L'Aaericeninue™. Volleys of tourtoes, eggs, bottles of
cheupergne, wine and cognec were gladly thrown in the Jjeeps rnd
eraored cers snd in FHXAXIAXISH exchenge for the sincere gretitdde,
cigrrettes snd cendy wes prssed out freely slong the route of
asrch. For 350 wiles, through Chenteney, iezersy, Eccouauy, Le Grand
luce, LaChstre, sodboire, Vendoue, ioree, Jrlesns, Chestesuneuf,
Bellegrede, sontargis, »nd Sens, thr Troop traveled fast, uet
no opposition and throughoughly enjoyed XEEXYA¥ ride which XXX
WAXEEX 58 RGEEACEANX was far removed from o weT we hed read about.

At this stege the Division begsn closing with the eneay end
the Platoons were given the mission of locating end holding two
bridge sites on the Seine River. Upon moving towsrds the Aube River
with » similier mission, the Troop now held the distinction of
being the 1lead elewent of the entire sllied edvence to the §orth
west. One mile south of Mourleens the THEXX 3rd Plestoon uet the
eneay snd inflicted nuuerous cesuslties, osptured sn aniy Caup
of 50 lsrge buildings, snd suno dunp. The ssue dey,the lst Plestoon
ceptured three eneay plenes in their sector snd slong with elements
of herdquerters pletoon captured two gerusn treins of perschutes
snd equipaent.

Long desys kept the uen woving constantly froa dswn to derk,
with 1ittle tiwe for rest or food. Performence of the missions
WX¥E wes being conducted with grest spe-d,XNX things went suoothly
and then disester struck. Cerl Kredel snd Harry Tucker were wounded o
end » dny later the XEI¥R 3rd Pletoon ran into s wedl leid trapé';gga.,g
WATEN in which John Bosetin was killed sand Gerrity, wskrsnoy, LaEeyPWV
Lenneér, Hershberger, Rueben Anderson, Sellers, end Kochen were
teken prisoner. Shortly later Albe: t Abood was killed when » friendly
‘vehicle struck s uine. The sbsence of these uen wesnt » great loss
to the Tro-p es they continued on to the Moselle.River.

The Division uede preperstions for crossing the strongly held

Jdoselle and on the 12th of September a bridgeherd was forced and
"o five day bettle ensued which sweyed bsck and forth as the eneay
counter sttacked rgein mnd mgerin. The Troop CP end treins were
EXNEEX slunost caught in » strong eneay mntteck on the 15th of
Septacaber dnd aurneged to escape with little loss of e3juipuent
but Cept Hill wes wounded in the encounter.

g ept Suith took over the reigns of the Troop and
the situstion becsae couplex for all three Pletoons, who hed EXENAX
previdusly been ordered to reconnoiter east froa the Jdoselle bridge-
hesd . now found theuselves practically cut off ond receiving intense
‘eneay fire in their respective sreas.

4L - . — - —- - - —_ ——
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; Through successful wsneuvering NEXE TANXEXXECEEKUFETEN
XNEXXEXX the 2nd »nd 3rd Pletoons were able to return to the
west benk of the Moselle without oesuslty. The 1lst Platoon,
however,found themselves in a wore precerious position and were:
forced to teke » round sbout route in their effort to return,
in which they wet elewents of the 4th Arumored Division, pointed .
for thea in thelr rempaging wanner of waging wer snd eventuslly
returned to friendly lines escorting 1000 4th Aruwored prisoners.
One cmsuslty was inflicted during thet wission when Vilbur .eyerg
wes hit and forced to be evacuated. '
The bridgehesd was slowly expanded snd on the 8th of October
the Division attacked to clear the eneay froau three ocou.anding g
terrain festures in the » res. The three plastoons were essigned
to esch of the three infantry regiluents for the relaying of in-
forustion to division headquerters which proved to be one of the
finest coordinsted ettmcks the division had mccoaplished to date.

Upon the completion of the mttack, the Troop was placed in .
Division reserve in the viecinity of Morey. EXXEX Extensive
mrintenence of vehicles snd equipuent wes conducted in that mrés
snd the housing situstion wes teken ceare of through the comnstruetion
of an unprecedented orray of dug in shelters, equipped with houe
mrde stoves, lights snd music tapped frou the few availeble rrdios
nt hend. During the extended EXXX¥ reserve stetus for most of the
Troop, seversl uembers were rejuired to occupy sn adventageous
OP on siont ST Jean which comusnded » view of a grester part of
the Gerasn lines ersst of the seille river. _

The weather begen turning XXX chilly, snd feet were continuosly
cold froa tresaping in the desup sloppy amud. Beerds and wousteches
were the style end there WEXX rerlly were soue beruties edorning
aeny faces until one dey they weren't considered quite proper
snd the rezors were put to work. Passes were frequent to Nency
pnd Custines wes visited derily for beer, end other things.

Suddenly on the 7th of Noveaber the Troop woved out efter
datk #nd it wes leerned the Division would rtteck XKXXXN the
next dry with weny radios of the Troop sgeln sttached to infentry
elenents for lisison purposes. (
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The sir corps rosred overhesd in full supoort, the ruubling of
tanks clogging everyf rond wesnt thet once rznin we were on the
move in en effort to resch the Sesr River.

The erttrok FEXNE proceeded repidly »s plenned end by the
9th of Noveaber the Division hed estrblished several bridgeherds
over the swollen Seille River. The pursuit followed closely on
the heels of the mtteck. The lst Pletoon continued their lieison
duties with the infentry, experiencing difficulties following
thér offethe-rord woves, but nevertheless continued to csrry out
their mission efficiently with sll three regiients. The Geruens
continued deleying mctions which kept the lst =nd 3rd Pletoons
occupied developing the siturtion.

By the 15th of Noveaber the 3rd Aray's stretegy wns evident =s
elewents AT to the north of the Division were closing in on the
fortress city of .iet” in an enveloping uove. The 80th, protecting
the resr ond right of the XII Corps, helted in position south of the
Foret De Renilly end engeged the Troop in petroling the north flenk.

agzressive petrolling was continued through the 19th of Noveaber
The difficult wission of clesring the Foret De Remilly was underteken
by the lst =nd 3nd Pletoons ernd coampleteed successfully WIXMEUAX

) : X while the 3rd Pletoon, EXIXIXXAXX =t Vittoncourt,
sent one section into Chenville snd found it unoccupied by eneay
forces. Their amissions completed, 1l three Platoons moved back into
Vittoncourt during the night »nd prepered to wove in edvence of
the Division the next dey.

Disuounted pstrols were freluent in the following deys es
the NIYTEISNAEELA Troop moved through Fauljuemont end the eneuy
resisted deteruinedly in the old weginot line fortifications..

The Pletoons loceted nuaeroué eneuy positions, and while reconnoiterin
the 1lst Pletoon loceted ~nd mttecked = strong eneay patrol, killing -
four end teking seven prisoners in the gekiruish. The following dery

the 2nd ~nd 7?rd Pletoons trepped snother eneay patrol of 12 aen

»nd wiped thews out coupletely. It later developed, by the cepture

of » Gerusn bettelion co..ender, thert this petrol hed been sent out

to scout Aseriocen positions in order that eneay defenses could be
preperred to meet the ineviteble ~tteck.

The prospects of indulging in » resl Thenksgiving dinner were
practicelly nil until the lsst ainute when the kitchen ceew csue
forth with the turkey end the trisuings. It wes necessary to ert
in shifts, » section coming off the line =t = tiae, until elmost
everyone had indulged in the famous Americen dinner.

The Troop wes relieved of it's reconnsissance wission es pivision
troops t6ok =1l their objectives within the .Jsginot line. Leter
during the night each platoon was directed to destroy e junoction
box of the udmsginot's coaaunicetion systen, sand while stteapting to
coaplete this wission Sgt. Herbert derchell lost his life es the
result of the explosion. A

Constently the Plstoons were kept moving, blocked hame by floods,
herrssed everywhere by eneay asrtillery, hindered by cold, rsiny
wenther thst mnde the going thet much rougher. An epideaic of flat
tires sprea@ throughout the Division sres end the Troop received
more the 1t's shere. Three flats in one day wes not uncouaon and
one vehicle had ms high =8 seven. '
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By the 7th of Deceuber, sfter o series of engegeuents with
the eneay ~nd fierce fighting in the vicinity of Bcttinf,
Henriville, Ferbersviller, the Troop wes relieved of nll missions
and ordered to msseuble in Merlebaoch, France for rehsbilitstion
of personnel and equipuent end e rest whioh was needed by all
personnel. Entertrinuent wes furnished by Special Service, severrl
men obteined pmsses, beer was plentiful, food wes esten froa
tebles once »2=in snd the hot showers never felt better. Afte-

a rest like that everyone is reluctent to wove bsck on the line
pgein, snd the Troop was no exception.

On the 17th of Deceaber the Division was ordered to take up

s position on the 3rd Amy's right flenk, and the Troop moved

out to in convoy to Guising, Frence. The stay in that sector wes
short lived however, for ss stories begrn to drift in of the huge
Gerusn push in the north, interest was directed thet way end
suddenly orders were received to wove st once to Luxeabourg. Lete
in the afternoon on the 19th of December the Troop proceeded
northward. 7ith the use of hemdlight throughout the night, a stesdy
speed wee obtained and on the 30th the ospitol eity of Luxeabourz
was resched. The natives of the city welcoumed the Troops pouring

in with grest relief and the hospitelity recelved by everyone wes
unexcelled. A rest thet night, and once rg~in the Troop begen

their reconneissance snd lisison wissions which greatly speeced
the coordinsted woves of the Division ss they struck into the
southern flenk of Von Runstedts me jor drive snd succeeded in driving
the eneay to the north benk of the Sure River.

The 2nd Plstoon t ok up position in Schieren, south of Ettle-
bruck =nd kept a vigilsnt watch on eneay positions in »nd sround
thet town. Shortly later they were joined by the reamsining two
Pletoons. On the 238th of Deceaber the Troop was attached to the
3i8th Inafntry snd went on line to defend the extrease right sector
of their zone along the southern benk of the Sure River. Severe
eneay artillery berreges continuously fell swong the positions
to sdd to the misery of the snow snd extreaely cold weather.

On New Yeers Eve the first ossuslties of our Bettle of the
Bulge were susteined when Larkins end Johnston were ceptured
while usnning e forwsrd outpost by » Geraen
patrol. /

The battle to depress the dbulge moved into high gemr with
the beginning of January and the eneay were slowly pushed back
only after c¢linging teneclously to every bit of high ground,
every rogk; every tree. Hesvy snows blesnketed the ground end
1ife at the front wes slmost unbearsble. ¥ater froze in canteens,
and many feet froze in boots. Trenoh foot was a rarity in the
Troop but quite cou.on elsewhere slong the front. Million-dollsr
wound® were just exsotly what the naae signified, for enything
wes better than suffering up there, constantly evading the
whistling rounds of srtillery or the wailing, scresaning mials.
It'was » fight against the weather s we'l ms the eneay and
many men were lost/ to the Troop. The continuous eneay artillery
finslly found it's merk on the Troop and struck the bullding
where the 3nd Platoon wes billeted in Esch, killing Tee 5 Cerl
Hunt snd Cplf Robert Tiloox snd wounding several others.

The Division hed succeeded in getting e bridgehead mcross
the Sure River and enlsrzed it with en sttack on Goesdorf. The
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Troop wes fa.edimstely sssigned the task of mrintaining contaoct
with mdvence hesdquarters of the infantry regiment and the 236th
Division on the left flank. In eddition the 3rd Pletoon set up
a roed block EEFKNXNTTXHACXNSEITINK guerding the vitel bridge
st Heidersoheidergrund ageinst enemy infiltrstion. The 2nd Platoon
set up sn OP eest of Buderscheid, situerted sections in Dshl snd
Buderscheid end ren periodic aounted pstrols through the three
points. The lst Plstoon operated » road bloock protecting the
approrch to the 319th Infentry's bdridgehesd selong the Sure River
and then leter relieved the 3rd Plestoon on their road block.
Operstions were seriously handicepped by the raging snows,
ligiting visibility end tying up roads.

The Troop was attached to the 319th Infentry on 17 Janusry
8 that reglaent prepared to attemck north end seize Nocher, the
epparent hinge of the eneay line south of the 7iltz River. Bitter
fighting ensued aspthe strugzling infantry pushed forwerd. Black
powder NK¥KX pocked the deep snow merking the hits of eneay srtillery,
and the eneay dead merked the path of the hard won edwence. As the
Regiuent took over Nocher, the Troop guarded the flenks and meinteined
conteot WYINXATNININEEX betwe-n both sides. The lst Platoon set up
northesst of Dehl, opersting sn OP end meinteining contect with
with periodic petrols to I Coupeny in Nocher end the 1lst Beattelion
on Hill 500 end Dehl. The 7rd Pletoon set up on the left flenk,
outposting between Dshl snd Nocher end physicelly contescting K Coupeny
at reguler intervels. Two rosd EISEKE petrols were conducted by the
2nd Plstoon, one froa Goesdorf to Nocher end enother froa Dehl
to Buderscheid where the sdjscent Division's flank wes contected.
The operstion was sgein hsmpered by the hesvy snow end extreue colde
Seversl cesumlties were sustnined in the 1lst Pletoon when OOTHE
EXEXSEKEXWNIXE en enti-personnel amine wes exploded during routine
patrol duties.

‘Yith » genersl withdrawel of Gerurn forces frou the ares eesst
of Mltz ocecuring, the Troop wes iu.edistely nssigned » task of
establishing contect with eneuy eleaents »nd reconnoitering the mres
to Tlwerwiltz. At this time Task Force Talbot wes formed by the
Division ZXX with the Trcop being XNMINHEA” attached to the force
s » reconnsissence elenént. The Plstoons moved out on the 33th of
Jenuery in sdvance of the Tesk Force end aoved erheed without
interuption to = point just west of the Clerf River where they
WEEXE were halted in plesce by intense eneay fire. The eneay threw
plenty that day and the wenther sdded to the cssueslties. Pfc Carl
Shelor was killed while on » r-conneissance prtrol end seversl
others were wounded by the continuous eneay artillery. Thet dey will
never be forgotten as one of the worst the Troop ever encountered.

infantry elements met stiff resistence rlong the river line
but broke through on the 35th of Jenuery. The Pletoons followved up
with screening missions on the flenks and on the 26th, # six-aen
patrol of the lst Platoon entered sunshsusen shortly before derk
surprising and capturing 31 prisoners.

RO ST A X R TR Xad

‘7ith the end of Jenuary the Battle of the Bulge hed finelly
been won snd relief of the Division wes effected by the 17th Alrborne
pivision. The Troop left shortly for Pishbrck end were pleced in
Divieion reserve ss the sllied line prepared for the next phase
of the battle of Germeny - the asseult of the Siegfried line.
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Pischbesoh, Luxembourg was the scene of mn extended rest
while the Troop rearined in Division reserve. The XIENX day
we pulled in there we found it to be » Juaint little village
perched on the side of a hill ~nd WNEIAX buried in snow, as every-
thing else in Luxeabourg »t thet time. A break in the wesmther
gradurlly lowered the deep snow end raised the rivers which were
to coaplicete operntions soaewhat. The welcomed rest cerue snd went
with the insertion of nightly petrols into the osurriculun.®xX

on the 3rd of Webruery, en eight-a=n petrol, led by Sgt
Arenines becene the first weabers of the Division to cross the
rezing Seer River. Crossing by rubber bort southesst of Hoesdorfj
at 2300 hours, the patrol opersted =long the fringes of the
siegfried line, located eneay positions ~nd returned at 0300 hours.
dther petrols were carri-d out suoccessfully, substnntiating(nggﬁg,;;j'i
inforustion received previously snd on the 7th of Februsry the b
ssseult of the Siezfried line begen under cover of early aoming &g 5
derrkness.

Resistenoce zrew, and bitter fighting ensued for seversl doys
as the eneuy continuously hurled srtillery end aorter fire into
the infentry's lines and well directed sarll arws fire haupered
engzineer operetions to such #n extent thot no wore than » foot
bridge could be constructed acposs the river for seversl days.

hile the Troop wes forced to rea~in in reserve, » contingent
of 22 reinforcesents srrived on the 8th of Februery and thelir
trrining begen with en eaphesis on reconne issence trctics.

7ith the bridging of the river iiuinent, the Troop aoved
up tof the high ground on the west bank on 18 Februery. 1) 98 47 €.
IIXKK Doughboys trotics were used ss the Pletoons went on line
replreing the 51st srumored infentry bettelion while protecting
the division's north flsnk.

The long-aweited aerch into Geraeny wes fulfilled on the
31st of Februery as the Troop crossed et 7n1lendorf snd proceeded
North =long the KEEXCEXRECSTCENE nine-packed western edge of the
Siegfried line to teke up positions frou Roth to Obersgegen on the
north flsnk of the Division's zone ss the infentry peinfully
proceeded into the depths of the well fortified line.

A 1uiek thrust on the 24th of Februery broke the Line's defenses
ond the 4th Armored Division wee egrin eaployed their fmmous
lightning =dvences nnd ceptured = bridge intsct over the z River
neer Sinspelt. Hostile forces then stesrted » genersl withdrawsl
of the srea, evidently =tteapting to resch the east bank of the
Kyll River snd defend mlong thet line.

wvith liekson missions, genersl reco nrissance, and aotive
petroling, the threc pleatoons aoved in sdevence of the division
ans the tide of friendly lines a20oved eastwerd through Gerasny,
aeross the Prua end Nias Rivers and resched the Kyll River with
B t1s otcanition. § Hila MUK ERive SRME AN fOTR GV SN PR

Captein Robert Hill hed returned snd =gein eccepted duties
~s comarnding officer. The 4th Aruored Division broke awey szein
~nd XEXE heeded for the Fhine. The 90th Division EECEXTXRXX aoving
north of the division »nd the 5th Division on the south flenk
sjueezed the 80th out of the 1ine in the med dash for the Rhine.

A few deys relaxetion and the pivision wes ordered to roll
egain, this time to the rear, A change of Corps, frou the gath to
the 20th, » short rehrbilitation in Luxeubourg snd the Division

A
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eg~rin Jjuaped off to rotion and drove their powerful wedge of
infentry nnd temks into the Seigfried Line for e second tiame.

The terrain in the new ares emst of Saarburg wes definitely
unfevoreble. The thick woods and bnd roeds obstructed by nuaerous
maine fields urde Troop operstions difficult.

The 3rd Pletoon moved out to wrintein conteot MITOAXAICINI®I
with rdjecent units on the division's north flenk while the 1lst
and 323nd Pletoons moved to screen the flenk es the sttack wsas
pressed to the enst. The towns WHEX of .~ndern, XHXAWNIINX and
Veldweller were clesrred with 1little trouble. The 1lst Platoon
circled to the north, pertroling =2nd reconnoitering ss the 2nd end
3rd Plstoon cleared the woods north of Yeldweller whioh put the
2nd into Steinberg for the night, 16th of J4erch, where they re-
ceived » gtronz counter m~tteck and were foroced to withdraw without
casurlties.

Eerly the next uorning = new aissicn wes reoceived and the
Plrtoons swung froua the north to the south flenk as the Division
bez~n 2 speedy pursuit of the eneay. The lst Platoon grabbed the
first big prisoner hrul of 150 P7's. All three Pletoon's XEXEA
set » fast pece for the Division on the Reichsautobrhn and moved
into Keisersleutern on the 20th of the wonth.wH<Ré | shev THE FLaG waF
OFf THE CITY HALL g uriT H THE TAVK GUN, ¥ith the collapse
of thés key cou.unicetion center without opposition, the eneay's
defsnsive plen was shrttered west of the Rhine. The pursuit wes
presced to the e=st ~nd huse 1usntities of supplies and eluipuen
were being cerptured derily, tozether with hundreds of P7's who
were surrendering st the sight of our rdvenolng coluuns.

The lst pletoon knocked off = coluan of eneay vehicles south
of Kniserslesutern, capturing seven, KMEEXX destroying ” and teking
28 P¥'s. The 2nd rnd 3rd Pletoons recon-oitered south erst toO
Leabrecht =nd picked up 22 PV's during the operstion.

A\ sterdy stresm of r»llied urchines poured towrrds the Rhine dysy
snd nizght. Roeds were clogred with every plece of urchinery, every
weapon =veailsble ~nd even huge lending berges AXIXIMATHNY roered
down the highweys in preperstion for the coaing crossing of the
feuous Thine.

Agein the Divigion swung out of line =and the Troop wmoved north
to Rrnsweiler for s severrl dey breek while the 3rd Aruy pushed
seross, constructed bridges under = heevy screen of suoke, established
» bridgeherd ~nd then the Division woved bdbeck into XNEXNHERHTTTHRHINI
rction »2- in.

The Troop becrme =ttached to the 319th Infantry and moved scross
the %rd “muy's bridze XX in the vicinity of Oporenheiu =and then swung
north to Bischofshein on the south benk of the Jein River. THNEXEYAN
Preperrations were asde for the 319th to cross the 4sin River =nd
sssmault the enemy's flenk 2s the 317th Infentry esteblished ~nother
bridgeherd ncross the Rhine 2t .einz. The operetion wes cerried out
sucecessfully on the 238th of ii=rech.

The 1st ond 3rd Platoons crossed the .esin River by ferry =nd
f..edinstely aoved out in =divence of infantry forces, recon oiterinz
routes to the north erst in preprreotion for = new phase Oof the

ursuit. _
4 The two pletoon's joined forces to rsssult the town of .edenbech
after observing auch eneay esctivity. They first ceugh®™ an eneay
horse dr=wn coluan mtteapting to lerve the town »snd destroyed or
crptured the coauplete coluan. .orters snd 357's were put to use =nd
the town wes fired until » petrol could z-in entrsnce, followed by
the rearinder of the wen, which netted m totel of 2300 PV's.
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Reports were received thet 8le.ents of the Auwericen ls% Aruy
were sperrheading down fro. the north snd the Troop wes given the
anission to atteapt contect. Thet saue evening, B Troop, B9th
Reconnaissence Squedron,NXX ©th Aruored Division WXX linked with
the two pletoons of the Troop to couplete = solid bridgeherd esnst
of the Rhine River froa the British lst Aruy on the North to the:
‘gericen 7th Aray on the south.

A dery loter = northwerd spurt begen with the objective Kessel.
The lst Pletoon hed = field dery on the 50th when they ceptured
2500 P7'2 in the vicinity of Verheiu. After aerrching thea to =nd
fro in =n effort to get thean off their hends they finelly were
successful in gettinz the .4P's to teke thea for processing. XIKXXK
BT T (XN T (MRS E THUA N (Y (I SRR X S A NI I e U @ Y d 7
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"s the division rnced northwsrd on the Reichssutobehn on the
left flenk og the 7%rd ‘ruy, the Troop was ordered to aeintein
controt with eleaents of the lst Aray on the left ss they
closed the Ruhr pocket.

Jn the 3nd of “pril the frontsl ssseult of Kessel begen with
the eneay countersttsckinz 22-in and ngein to no eveil. The lst
and 3rd Plrtoon to the west of Knacssel encountered determined
eneay resistrnce. Anti-tenk nnd suell ~rus fire had to be overcoue
ennbling the lst Platoon to resch Isthe and the 3rd clesred
Breitenbech. One nruored cer of the 3rd Platoon resn into
difficulty when it slipped froa the rond under sntli-tenk fire
and seversl hours pessed before it could be retrieved. During
the operrtion 16 P7's were onptured, 2 enemy trucks and 3 88ua
guns Were destroyed.

The strong point of Kassel wes reduced by the Division on
the “th of *pril end the Troop iisedirtely swung mround to the
right =nd south flsnk of the I'lvision as the 80th pivoted on
Krnssel =nd 3e’~n en ~dveonce esstward. The platoons WEEE oper=ted
OP's IETHNYKTTAYEYEN " to observe eneay woveuent tproughout the
high zround esst of the city. The 23nd Platoon disrupted =n eneay
»t teapt to blow XE » bridge in that eres with s hesvy concentration
of s2chine zun fire. Soon after, however, a1l missions of the
Troopr/ were canceclédd, the division wes relieved in the ares
by the 69th Infantry Division ~nd the Troop juuedirtely proceeded
south esst. The new mission consisted of deteraining the presence
and locetion of eneay forces in the new zone in the vieinity of
Gothe =nd c ontnoting the 4th ‘ruored Division there. A hurried
reconne issence proved sll rrees clesr and as the division clesred
their new nres, the pletoons iluwmedirtely moved to the north
f1lank to f£111 e @ap between the 80th and their ad jrcent unit
the 78th Livision.

Coapeny D of the 702nd Tenk Bet tilion wes etterched to the
Troop for opersrtions and once pgerin the stteck to the erst wes
continued.

On the 28th of rpril, the lst Plstoon aede contect with the
eneay, the first in this esrea, and frustreted sn infiltestion
aove. The 2nd Pletoon repulsed o light eneay counter attack,
cepturing -6 eneay snd wounding eporoxiartely 20. The firstend
2rd Plertoons coordinated their opermrtlons in cleering the woods
in their sres, killing seversl snd cepturing 15 of the eneay.
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During the sotion, Szt Edwerd Keruarsth WiODXXIXEKX, pletoon
sergesnt with the third pletoon was killed by eneay rifle
fire, while trying to force s surrender frou severrl opposing
groups.

Shortly e fterwards all Platoons were recrlled And msseabled
in Gothe awniting the opening of the ~ttack on Erfurt on the
10th of ‘pril. Determined resistence was wet froa outlying
towns protectinz the nmpproerches to the city frou. three sides. By
the end of the deay the division hed arde successful geins, surroumnde
the city which fell the following dey.

The attok progressed repidly to the esst, with veiusr felling
without opposition. The citéss of Jenr =nd Eisenberg were gobbled
up s the Troop reced rhead of the division teking one objective
nfter enother byprssed dy the 4th Aruordd Division ms friendly
forces consolideted the £llied line just west of the luportent

’

eneay city of Cheanitz. AT THAT roue we weRE THEFARYHEST 7RecyS M-"I’"}'guv
_the. Diwision -Wes-putl-d -eub-of-the-tine—rmnd yaong
t " mv e =

The 3rd ~letoon hed Tuite o tiue ~nd souewhmt of o bresk when
they were ordered to the city of Schaolln for the purpose of
gurrding seversl key bridges in the ~rem. They aninteined lrw end
order there under the c¢oausnd of Lt. weneilly ~nd Lt. .oe.

Once »gein the Division wes pulled froa the line end ordered
to » » new ere=s. On the 18th of ’pril the aove Bouth to Bruberg
bezen with the Troop being ~ssigned to aeintain lew »nd order in
thet city upon errivel. wHére lwds woowp €D 2wp T E APRIL / ez

8everel days leter the Division continued to the eouth %o me
mitler's besutiful city of Nurnberg, now = saoking uess of ruins.
The constent boabing, cliusxed by the recent meserult of the city
hed terken it's toll on virtuslly every structure.

» week in the city a»ve eluost everyone the opportunity of
visiting the huge stediuus snd structumes of Interest that once
provided the scenes of huge XAXEEEIHXE N-z1 gantherings. Durinz this
+iae the 2nd ~nd 3rd Pletoons took over the wission of guerding
srn i.iense eneay raaunition duap severnl wiles south of the city.
Extensive merintenrnce of vehicles end .e7uipuent wns conducted
during the breif respite frou bottle m~nd then on the 38th of April
the Troop proceeded the division 2s it woved south to wegensburg.

The Troop wes etteched to the 318th Infentry as the uove south
continued with the 3nd ernd 3rd Pletoon's lending ~1l dievision forces,
and picked up 300 PV's enroute to the Isar River including » Fungerigw
Jenernsl =nd staff.

The 7318th established = bridgehesd scross the Iser =geinst
1ittle opposition. The Troop foliowed closely on their heels #nd
rrced rheed r2einst slight eneay wesistence untll re~ching Brounsu
on the Inn River where they remrined in position swaiting the
rearinder of the division =s it pulled up on line.

On the 4th of uay, with the mctivation of Task Force Suith,
under the coanend of Cept Suith and consisting of The Rroop, “oaprny
D of the 702nd Tank Brttelion snd 3 asseult guns, the force aoved
into *ustris to split eny possible enemy resistence in the weke
of the rearinder of the division forces.

Outline - Troop reesched Schwsnenstedt, scptured 2000 PMs.
ENAXEYTR(S .




