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ACTIVATION OF DIVISION 

The BOth Infantry Di vhion va. a c tivated on 15 July 
1942 at O-.p Forreat, Tennessee in acoordance with General 
Orader No.1" Hdqs., 80th Infantry Diviebn, Oamp Forreat, 
Tannaseee, dated 15 July 1942. Major General Joaeph D. 
Pateh assumed cozrmand ... ot that ute. 



80th vi vision i n world War I: 

80th In Argonne ~5 ' Years Age 
liD Ridge Od 
Participaled~ 
World Wu 1 -

This put ..u: marked the 
-twenty-llith aDbInraary of the 

80th Division', partlclpaUon In 
. ute gTeat Meuae.A.rgonne Of­

fensive. 
Unmarked by any mllIt&1")' I 

ceremony . . . It wa.s tar more 
-nttlng that the 10th obeerve 

this anniversary perfecting Ita 
training 110 ttal the Division 
wnl become • .,.. more profle- , 
lent In Ita uJuaate aim ... the I 
total dutrueUoa of our present I 
enemies on the field of combat. i 

Rated, first ot all National I 
Army DIVIeionl by the War De­
partment, the 10th of World 
War I wu called upon three 
Urnes In the M ....... Argonne op-
erations ... ... DeYt!f' failed to 
take Ita objeCU"'- '!'be Artillery 
or the Dhbd ...... more day. 
o! COOtlnOWl ~ thing than 
tbe batteriel fI/I" other Am­
erican DIVIsion ;.rtIclpaUng In 
\be Great War, .&DIJ It 18 Inter­
entnc to note tbIl· ' the 80th 
eaptured two oeman. and one. 
machine sun ... every man 
wouOded and ... "'fee of enemy 
L"t! _ ...tth ... ere.... for ev-
ery ten ~ .. Ii. It was tn 
the Argonne .... Uie 80th aut-
tered Ita hea ..... p,au&ltlea and 
earned the UIId1tDc ri&bt to wear 
one of the t-.o Pl'Oud b&tUe 

'ltnamera Whlth the Dlvlslon 
eolora bear. 

Tbe new 80th J'upectl and 

\ 
,8Jnl Itreacth ADd COnfidence 
from the ber1tqe baoded down 
~Y Ita p&~nt u~U~ __ 

I .. , 
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80th RfllONNAl SSANOE TROOP 

The 80th Reconnaieeanee Troop, 80th Infantry Divieion, 
~ae originallY organized &8 the Headquarters and Head­
quarter" D<-ta.chments, 159th and 160th Infantry Brigades 
which were organized at Camp Lee, Virginia 1n August, 19171 
aerved overseaS and participated in battle. Theae organ­
iza;t.lon8 re turned to the Un! ted States and vera daDObllized 
at Ca=p Lee, Virginia (159-h Infantry Brigadee Headquarters) 
and Quap Dix, N.J. (l60th I nfantry Briga.dee Headquarters) 
in June, 191~. 

In order to perpetuate t he history and traditions of 
the Headquarters Detachments, 159th and 160th Infantry 
Brigades, they vere, under the provisions of Section !at 
NaM.onal Defense ac t., roconeti tutod. 8.8 Headq6.artera md 
Headqarter8 Companies, 159th and 160th Intan<ry Brigadee 
were redesignated ~ he 80th Reconnaissance Troop, 80th 
Division Pursuant to letter from the War Oopartment, 
dated " January 1942. 

The Both Reconnaiuance :'roop, 80th Divhion 
ia entitled to silver banda for ita guidon. The silver 
banda are engraved Somma Offenaive, Meuse Argonne, Picardy 
and Lorraine. 
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T he yellow eolor in the bo.ck~rouna of the 
insiC!1 i a combined \" i iih the s a ber denote that the 
unit is ba sically cavalr y . Li~htni n R si~nlfi es 
the rapidi t y wi,h which movements are perf ormed 
by the 'l'roop . SymbollzinB the a lert nes s a n a. re­
conna is sance function of the unit is the he d of 
t he p i oneer Sc out . On the scroll is the mott.o 
"Find the r oe", this expresses the pu rpose or the 
Troop. 

, 
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OHRONOLOGIOAL HISTORY 

15 July 19421 Troop Activated at Camp Forrut, 
Tenneeeee, per_ General order #1, Hqe. 80th ~ nfantry 
Division, dated 15 July 1942. Captain H.B. Wi lson, firet 
cOlllllanding of'!,lcer. 2nd. Lt.e. &:.J. Anselmi, M.J. Camp, 
R. ' .... H111, E.O. Scholz, J.e. Smu(lin auigned and joined 
S.O. II, 80th I nfant r y Division. 15 J.ly 1942. 

6 August 19421 Captain H.B. Wilaon relieved of 
eoz:ame.nd, tranefered to Southe rn Ava.i tion _ rai ning School, 
Decatur, Alab~. 2 l nd. Lt . E.C. Scholz & •• -mad command. 

16 August 1942. Private Nelson died. 

18 Aug ~et 19421 Oaptain tbm Matlack ae.aigned and 
joine d S.O. ,,}, 80th Infantry Division. 2nd. Lt. E.O. 
Scholz relieve d of command. 

20 August 19421 2nd. Lt. Paul L. Smit h a.signed and 
joined. 

1 October 1942. Lt •• 1·:1188, R.C. Zimmer aBedgnod and 
joined. 

1& Oc' aber 19421 2nd. Lt.. Brown, ~l~ F.A., la t . Lt. 
Smith, '15 r.A., 2nd. Lt. Bellam7, '17 InfLntry, 2nd. Lt. 
Henr I, ,18 In£antry and 2nd. Lt. Kilguee, '19 Infantry 
a tached, S.O. # 7', 80th Inf antry Division, 12 Octobe~ 1942. 

l' October 1942' 2nd Lts. Monohan, ~ar : e n, Stewart, 
Krow, Jarr, Tubbs and Duccino attached, S.O. -I 75, 80th 
Infantr D1vio1onj 

20 October 1942' Lat. Lts. Dnnn, Kerr, 2nd. Lt. 
Co bb, assigned and joined, S.O. 160, 80th Infantry 
Divi e1on. Captain Moody, K:, attached 'for duty per. S.o. 
179. 

2, Octo 6er 1942' 
a t te.ched for duty, s.o. 
l~ October 1942. 

Lst Lts. Znigradaki and Pink, 
1/47. 80th InfanUY D1vioclan, 

24 Octo ber 1942' 2nd. Lte. J. 3 . O'Connor, W.A. 
Simpson aSSigned per. S. :) . 1f34, 80th lnf'an ry Division. 
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OnrouoJ..ogical history contirru.edl-

~l October 1942, 2nd. Lt. Mathi. a.signed and joined, 
S.O. 190. 80th Infantry Div1e1on. 

4 November 1942. 
(provisional) disbanded 
1 nf'antry D1 vi 81on. 

21 December 1942' 

80th Reconnaissance Sqaadron 
per. S.O. ~, Hqa. 80th 

lat. Lt. Kerr a_Illumed oommand. 

22 Deeembdr 1942. Capt.. Matlack nl1eved. par. 
S.O. ~, Hqa. 4th. Servi ce Comma.nd. 

~l December 1942. 2nd. Lt. Mathia trane~ered to 
Camp Breckenridge, Kentucky. 

, Jt.n1I&ry l~; 2nd. Lt. Seholz tranefered to Fort 
Oglethorpe, Georgia. 

l~ January 194~1 2nd. Lt. Miles transferred to AAF 
Navigation Bohool, ¥~nroe, La. 

2, ~l'ebuary 194}. aeginil1ag thia date the 80th 
Reconnai •• ance Troop participated in Division manuevere in 
the Lynchburg, ~8nnee.ee area. 

26 April 1943' 2nd. Lt. Simpeon U> Army Air Corp., 
Berry Field, Naehvll1e, TenneB eee. 

12 June 194~1 2nd. Lt . WAner aSSigned and joined 
per S.O. 11"75, psr. 2, 80th lnf'antr .. D1via1on. 

15 June 19431 Troop moved from Troop area t o 
administrative biv~uac one mile North of Camp Forrest, 
Tennessee. 
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... 'UI.l.LI ...... I!> ... .............. .. I.I.:¥ ..... .. .. ... ...... .. 

22 JlCno 194,1 2nd. Lt. Q:,bb tra.nefered too ItA' Olue­
ification cent.er, Naehville, Tennelllllee., i.D. S.O. #40, par. 9. 

2~ June 194,. 80th Reeonnaieunce moved to bivouac 
area five miles South of' Murfreesboro, Tenneesee prior 
to Tenneseee Manuevere. 

9 AU~U8t 194~t Troop reorganized in accordance 
>rlth T/O 2.027 dated 15 July 194, AI of 12 Augu.t 194' 
par. G.O. ~2 headquartere 80th Infantry Division, dated 
12 Auguet 194, a e of 12 Auguet 194,. Authorized strength 
149 E.M., 6 officere. 

25 August 194,. Troop moved from Lofton. Tennessee 
to Gallatin at completion of eight veeke 2nd. Army 
manul!tvere. 

2 Septemb~r 194~' Troop moved from biv~uac area 
S.W. of Gallatin to entrain at Gallatin atation. 

4 September 194,1 Troop detrai ne d a t Camp Phillipe, 
Kans a e, 3'),:> C.W.T. 

29 September 194~t 1st. Lt. Ane e lmi transferred to 
P.M.G. ecr..oa l, Fort Custer, Mich., per W.D. 8.0. 1265, 
par. 10, dated 1 October 194~. 

5 November 194,. 2nd. Lt. George P. Hark assigned 
and joined from C.R.T.O. 

17 November 194~1 2nd. Lt. Robert O. Clea ry assigned 
and joined from Camp Breckinridge, Ksntucky, per le t ter 
order 30:>.4 G.N.M. Q.C., dated 1, November 194,. 

18 November 194,. 2nd. Lt. Eugene P. R-lZDs e y aes1~ed 
and jo i ned. Per. S.O. ~4, par. 7, Hq. Cav. Sc~ol, Ft •• Riley, Kan. 

as November 194,. Troop entrained at Camp Phillipl!I, 
Kan&al!l i n preparation to moving to o-A. M.A. 

1 Decemnr 194,1 Troop arri vs d and detrained a t 
Yuma Railhead, Yuma, Arizona. 

,Jllnua.ry 19~ Oapt. ICerr ordered on S.D. to Hq. 
80th InfUitry m..ision. lilt. Lt. Hill 8.81!1.lmed command. 

2B Jllllury l~' 2nd Lt. ~.ohn R. Dinlay tranl!lferred to 
Staff and Faculty Cavalry School, Fort Riley, Kaneas. 

12 'eburaJ1" l~s 
,"y ~tor convoy t:o Palen 

Troop departed Camp Laguna, moved 
Pass, California manuever area. 
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25 March 19441 Troop departed C-A.M.A. moved by rail to 

perma.nant change of' etatlon to Fort D1x, N.J. 

29 March 1944. Troop detrained at Fort Dix, N.J. 

21 April 1944. Tech. 4 John P. Egan died of injurios 

received in training. 
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80'1'11 RlOONItAISSANOI TROOP HISTORY onR814S 

CIUIlP Itllaer ..... eoens ot thousend. ot buatl1q ... arohill6 
troop •• unpreoedent.d In.p.otlona ot eTer7thlng 1m8g1Deble. 
abote. 18.t ,ainu te trlOinlng. 12 hour po ..... briet 00 11e h"",. 
tor the la.t tim. an4 the tlDel preparation tor the trip OYSr­
ae~8. The 80th ~.oonnBl •• ftno. Troop ~nd 811 other elem .. t. ot 
the 80th Divia10n .1tted 1nto well ooordlDeted ONaP the week ot 
the 18 June 19" and "ere "'e11""ed end disappeAred In thee .trlot 
cen80r8hlp re~lAtlons to oo~e out only es lXiWliiX the n~b.r 
"4924:'". 

Tho Troop gathered 1 •• 11y In the hot sunsh1ne and h1d~en 
under e1ulp~ent ~s they ewelted I1lIX&xtK 2000 bours to begin 
the ",_reb t o the mllheAd th.t 1IIlport"nt dey - the 50tb ot .rune 
1~44. It' s n good th1ng ~1ke T~N.rn1ek6 kept h1. "ooordi"n 
h~ndy, t or thRt ~uslc 8ee~ed to 11~ the be~vlDes8 th~t hung 
in thE rsilro.d co.ob as tha long train uoved swittly by the 
lighte d '.vlndows Pond stores or New Je rsey . BXit'1811.'..UU·{t1:'''IAI£1:C ... ,1:tn" 
tnICC»1l:=~'1l[ (\fij(jj~«wn! ICWULtAlU .. UngNUX:a:tn 

The troin alowed, lurohed to • stop, a halt contusion in the 
o~r6 AS the ~ftDY he~vy ftnd oU~ber8QAe pieces ot equipment were 
Again Adjusted 1n plaoe and thee ~en begon .. oY1ng ol~aily out 
onto t he d.rk6ned plettor£. No one kn.w IIXIXM'C" ox.otly how 
t~r we 8t~b18d to reeob the terry, but en •• t~ete tr~ any 
thet lugged thAt load would oonservat1vely .. y "tive ",Ilea". r-> 
Strap a out 1nto the aboulderl, aweat ran treely over tb5 body ~ 
but everyone ~"neged to Ihuttle onto the lower deok ot the terry, ~ 
plop down 1n plAoe .nd d11regard the "no Eok1ng" signs. , 

s trAins ot ",~rti.l ",usio o00l1ng tr"," the pier .. oYed tired he.dec;) 
1n that d1reot10n AS we oloaed 1n be.ide the , uenn ~.ry ... nd the 
exciting r~hm ot ~Over There" aeaAed to give us enough energy 
to weddle onto the pier tor ft brief pause end cottee end donuts. 
A feeli ng of 6xoltewent p~B.6d through the Troop ~8 tb8v~oved 
single file tro~ the shores ot the United St.tes .nd Ulovad 
silently 1nto thE bowel a of the leoond lergeat ship etloet. Bo 
one hAd to be told to h1 t the bunk th. t n1ght a tter that ahort 
but t1re a~e trip DiU, the t1rlt lep ot e long journey. 

DI: The Troop beoa",. ao.ttered ebout the ship, e .. igned 
XJK¥IX~ saperota ahow hour •• acord1ng to the loaation ot quert.ra, 
gi ven dAlly duties end had their tirst eXII .. ple ot tlB 1':Ilgl1ah . 
diet "ben Kidn.y Itew atored them in tho teae the t1rot morning 
ot bl'l'k1'>lst. L1ttle traedom Wal allow.d throughout the ohip 
unt11 .tter t~e harbor w.s oleered th.t tirat etternoon, 1 lu17 
HU. Tha tr1p Wea uneyonttul except tor ona doy when heavy 
sees were enoountered ftnd the tew who could D8Tlg~te b~d the 
run of t he lhip wh11e the otbera ~ere conteat1 ng who could throw 
t hAt Engl1sh .tyle f oOd the torth.reat with the .. oatest. A aCene 
like that 1s AlWAyS tu nn y to ever10ne but the oont •• t . nt And the 
contestAnt usu.lly " •• n't pe rt ieulA r whioh fl oors pnd we lla he 
decorAted . 

On the 6t h ot July the OOJl5tAnt vibrAtions of xn ......... 
the turbine s on this huge ship suddenly atop~ed ~nd ~nabor wes 

NOV 29_ .-
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O.lt in the rirth of Clyde, dis~borking wos oo~plet.d by 
el • .,..n o· olook that night lilt G.L A! 4 "....... • Sootlfllnd end o4d-looklns 
DJJI: BriUlh t",,1111 WIre boordod. 81>: ",on were .. dllnld eooh -
oC>llportillent .nd the uludU ootrel ond donut ..... r. polaed out 
betore ",oTlng out. The .. oat Dotioeoble thiDII .t the t1llle we. 
that it W.I .lIIlo.t a~ .nd dorknol. wo. Ju.t be ginning to del­
oend on this northern oount1"7. 

The .outhern trip took .ll nisht end • srept port of the next 
,Ulornlng to reeoh the .flll town ot lnu t.tord. n8n r .!lnohester. 
The Divi.ion WAS no· ... 8~ttered 'for .Ilft DY IAl1 •• throughout th",t 
section of Eng1.8nd D PIS f' 8Rtety preo,..utlon 1'II glI'I lnet Pllr .. ttl!'ok. 
'Ie found we were to be st.t1oned .t .iObblrl7 Hell, but the 
d i atlngulc h sounding n~.J6 !)Toved to be nothing Ulore th~n ~ tent 
OPlClP in II! p .. s ture, wi th neissen huts ~or bflth houses, I'nd the 
SA~e ~«Y« ki nd ot p stru~ture t o: ~e8S hpll ~~d ki tohen. 
During the three :'/Geks there V6 r ound Ollt ,,,,hy the sun never aet. 
on t he British --<}ire (it n6ver rises) . Enoli"" oddities where 
not6d "'11 t h ,.. ..... USE.4snt but should never be luestloDcd, the book BAld. 
Pubs provec to be pbout the s~e ~s drinking vRtered beer in e 
tunerRl p~rlor or A d/etor's ~pltl ng ro~, but the qlrd in Eend 
And !loebuok' s st 111 )l,yed host t o the h ' lt t ho tro~p . Left bftad 
driving WRS n night ... prs f or t he fir st fe'N dFllys Rnd ..lor e unde rat~nd­
ing ,ould be prooured fro.. the ro.d sign. if they.cre read 
upside do",Yn FInd b,.ck".verds. PPlSSe B were 5C1IrC6 but ..lost ot the I4sn 
got out by sholling they cRr r h d t hei r ~ in copt ',,,blah Rlwp,ys 
proved ot B O..u.e V'P lu e whether 1 t rAi ne d or not. However when ID. 
" su~prise for~Ation WAS CAlled At ~idnight ~~IWTXlX~i% 
U il] rn .. "", •• z sgt Sm."ll blew the whistle loud enough to be heLllr4 
in li~Blow And ~en ~ppe~red 1n A surprising sr r RY of ~vpl1~ble 
olo thing to ~"ke it in t~ •• so~e ActuAlly were aleeping At the 
tL1e • 

... uott ti.ae hAd been spent cArving the w.terproot treet..lent 
tro.u th e Tahlols. iIInd with everything lo,.ded ,.nd everyone 
ftC counted for, the roAd .J.lllroh for the ~8rshf-llng ~.re,. just outside 
ot South H .... pton WM begun ot 1100 the :nlt ot July. This "",roh 
oovere d AP prox~"tely alB .. 11es ~nd brought UB to t he proper 
desUnotion .t 0500 hours the next morning. LAst .. lnut. e'llilUent 
W~ 8 issued, more numbers were Added to t he vehicles tor Bh1~.Dt 
~nd ~t 0300 hours on the 2nd of \USUat everyone w~s rudely 
",,,,,kened I'tnd ml'd:e prepl'lr" tioDs tor reeohing t he port lilt South 
Ho .. pton b7 oeoo. 

The oolUAn ot vehioles pulled in beside. Liberty Ship ond etter 
ft short WRit, the big bOQa be~n reeohlng out ", ge in I'Ind ~ g~lD 
to pick heovy blolt t,."clcs ott the ground, awing thl!..! through the ei r 
.nd de posit th~ in the hold. By three t hAt ette~noon, the Troop 
end eluipw.nt wo. ono. eg.in on the ",ove. A oonvoy w •• picked up 
t he next mornina end by thttt evening we hAd our first view of 
w.uor"ble Utah 8e8oh thet WptS still 8 soene ot WJ.~ny .Jlonng ship., 
weD ~nd ~~ohlnea AS hundreds ot ships were unloAded AS f nst es 
_ossible with the ~port.nt el~snts of WAr ne eded t o support tho 
bre.kthoru 3b the 3rd Anoy had e che ivs d. ~pAti.ntly we Awaited 
our turn end unlOAding begon oil the 5 th ot \ugust .nd ' •• e COill-
p eted the tol lowing dey. 



(""r .... IIhtory oont'~ \ 

'!'lIe Troop mOTed out of the oont"a1on of the be eoh eree 

to e bivouao out.ide the villege of st. lora. tor the fi ... 1 

brieting and getting e1u1PAent r.ed7 tor the tir.t enoounter 

with the en""'7' Atter oorr71ng gos ",uke end ... ooleted 

e1u1PAent tor two rae n 'nd .truggling through n .... erou. go. 

( 3) 

drill. b7 the nwuber •• it w •• "11 turned in.J Pre,. ring tor that 

tirot b.ttle i •• etrenge elPerienoe that keep. the ~ind revolving 

over thous.nds at question. thet oon on17 ba enswered with the 

firot exohange of fire. Hundreds ot bottle tip. reoeived tram 

ell laura •• tl~.h o~ ~nd on wben the orders to ~OV. out ftr8 

Teoeived end the oonvoy rolls out ot tha p_ature ~nd down the ro~d, 

thrO"sh st. lores. pe.t the IP in the direotion ot Montign7. 

That afternoon at 8 Augu.t 1ll44. the Troop oonvoy 1II0Ted 

through Pierer •••• And ~itne.sed t~ir tir.t totAlly destr07.d 

oit7' Bu11dings DUlll:hWd.,4(UUIlIXiillDlUUllu .11 over the 

oity ~d been ohoken fr~ their toundation. And spilled out onto 

the street •• At 1800 the ool .... n wes .topped b7 aeneral ~ers 

ftnd the Troop reoeived e oh~n8e ot mission ftnd were noW to proa.ad 

to L"ene in advenoe ot III reinforoed o~b~t teem. 
'Va more or leiS IIIslu.aed tb"t lellftDS hed already been tfltken 

10 We ~K"I.UlX."11iLI trenled ell night, experienoed 

halt soared teeling of our tirst enemy eir ettock. And b7 ~orning 

wnet buoting down the roAd to LeWAns dA~n oonfident at oureelTe. 

"nt11 we be8"ln pee.ing burning tAnkS and tre.h17 k111ed kraut.. 

Upon reAohing the outskirts ot the city end tinding a battle atill 

in progress we pulled ott the roed end le id eround wetching eluent. 

at the gOth Division tluahing ho.rdes ot ene4Y out at neerby bushee 

witho"t reAllzing we wora lounging around "~ost in the ~idst ot 

a heavy bottle. Ylnelly ortera OA~e through to ~ov. bAok to • 

tAotloel blvoueo ee.t at V81ges. 
A mi •• ion oeme through the next dey end the Troop begon working 

in edvenoe at the Diviaion ln the direotion ot XIIII%IKI Arguent.n. 

WIX •• The thttd PlAtoon pioked up the Troop', first prisoner 

t~ e tttad17 civiliAn end l.ter t~t d07 grebbed aix ~ore. 

On Sundey 13 Auguet 1944. the and 21.toon raceived the tirat 

o.au.lti •• while reoonnoitering A rood oloered pr€vious17 b~ 

onothor "nit. Llke en eleotrir7ing ahook on. vohicle blew up ond 

tben in qulok luocal.ion two lIlore :na'tzil"" .are demolished 

upon atriklns min... ~y RoneDo. EWerd GrutZ480ber Bnd Clftrenoe 

·V11110,'" ware k111ed Inst.ntly And .. verol othora wore wounded. 

Tho .. tirst oeauoltiss ere hord to toke. '!'lIe atark r8el1ty thot 

the .n-'7 ia no longer e 4re .. but oold blooded. living. broething 

•• n who II.""" hed Just taken tho lives ot tellO"Ha we h.d lived 

with tor .0 long. IIl8kea one ",.d ot tirat t~t .:w.17 topers otr " 

with th- thought that we hoTe to contin"e on. that there will bo 

",on7 ~ore doya lilte thia. ~en7 Dlore being k111ed. it' •• hell ot 

a Job b"t t~ ...... then on it w •• dotinite17 we or they. 



The Troop oontinued .x the AdvPDoe tOWArd Arg«a~n ~nd out 
posted the Division sector ~8 the infAntry ~oved in ~nd eng~ged 
in their first fieroe fighting to olo.e the louthsrD .r~ of 
the 'Al.i •• tr.p on Von Kluge'. 7th Oena.n "nay. Priendly.ir 
rO~4ed the skt.a. pounoing on Rnd destroying hundreds at en~T 
vehioles end by the 20th of ~UgU8t, ~r~ent"n tell, ~nd with it 
died the geNAn Ar.JlY In .. illf'I88 grll've. 

A tew d,..ys rest At '\lemen"chee, dAYS of llllying in the "'''Im. 
sunshine And swiping persistent bee. ~ off the food, dAY. 
at rep~oklng e1ul~ent /lind then the Troop ~oved out in AdVAnce 
01' the Division tor p long mAr ch pcross Fr~Doe. Those were the 
4AYs when we re"ll7.ed "to the victor belongs the 8po118~ tor 
the Frenoh SAve the ~iles long coluan the mo.t enthusi.'tio wel­
CO.ol8 'oonceivAble. Streets were 11ne- d in villAges And cities 
with ohildren, ~en pnd voluptiou8 wo~enf wpving, orying, yelling 
"Vlv~ Lt~erio~ni1ue". Valleys of t~~toe8t eggs, bottles of 
ohpJlppgne, wine And oognAo were ghtdly thrown in the jeeps ,.nd 
prwored oor8 And in ~~xt~ exchonge for the sincere grotittde, 
cigprettes ~nd o~ndy W~8 p~ssed out freely Along the route of 
~Rroh. Par 350 Qiles, through Chantenpy, ~ezerAY, Eoc~y, Le Grflnd 
luoe, LAChAtre, Mo •• oire, VendOAe, ~oree, )rle~ne, Ch~teRuneur, 
Be llegrpde, ..... ontArgis t '" nd SeIlfl t thr Tro :>p tI'fJveled fA at, w.et 
no opposition And throughoughly enJoysd XClxl.' ride whioh .xxx 
.",, 3SI"~1P'('UX: weB fftr removed fr()j1 fill WA'r \98 h",d reAd Ptbout. 

At this stAge the Division begAn olosing with the e""",y end 
the PlAtoons wers ginn the .. 16sion of looet ing And holding two 
bridge sitss on the seine River. Upon moving towerds the ~ube Ri ver 
with" su-ili.r miSSion, the Troop now held the distinotion of 
being the ~eod eleOlent ot the entire ollied .dvpncs to the ,orth 
west. One mile south of Mourlepns the 11111 3rd Pl~toon ~8t the 
en~y And inflioted n~Brous o,.su,.lties, oAptured en enAY o~p 
of ~O lerge buildings, pnd A~O d~p, The 8e~s dAl,the 1st PlAtoon 
oeptured three enecay plAnes in their sector f'lnd Along with el6LILents 
ot be,.d1u~~ters plAto~n captured two ge~An trAins of pp~chut€s 
And e1uij>.lent. 

Long d~ys kept the ~en ~oving oonst~ntly tr~ dAwn to dArk, 
with little tu-e for rest or fo od. Pertor.B.nce of the missions 
~ wos being oonducted with gre. t spe r d,lII things went ~oothly 
eod then dlsl'Ister struok. Cl'Jrl ](redel end HArry Tuoker were wounded 
pnd tl dRY later the ,lit. 3rd PlAtoon ntn into It well l"id trep(·;r~::f~_p 
W"" in wh1ch John Boset1n w~s killed And Gerrity, Mft krAnoy, ~key~·" 
Lenner, Hershberger, Rueben Anderson, seller., "nd KochAn were 
token prisOner. Shortly lAter Albel t Abo od wes killed when. triendly 
vehicle struok A ~1ne. The ~bsence ot theae ~€n ~e~nt ~ greftt 108s 
to the Tro )p es they oontinued on to the Moselle.River. 

The Division ~.de prepArotions tor orossing the strongly held 
.08ell e And on the 12th of Septauber e bridgehe~d WRS forced ~nd 
e five ~~y bAttle ensued which sWl'lyed bAOk And forth AS the en~y 
oounter Attacked ogAin And "!!I'in. The Troop CP And trAine were "'.1' "~OBt oAught in p strong enaAY ~ttAok on the 15th of 
Sep~6~ber ~t ~on.ged to eSOApe with little loss of e1uij>.lEnt 
but Copt Hill wes wounded in the enoounter. 

opt Soith took ovsr the reigns of the Troop end 
the sltuRtion bece~e oawplex for All three Pl,.toons J who hAd ,t·t*. 
~revldUSly been ordersd to reoonnoiter eAst tr~ the Aosslle bridge­
heed. now found thenselves prAotioAlly out otf .nd receiving inten.e 
en~1 fire in their rsspeotive ore.a. 



L 
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Through lIuocesatul l.Il"neuvering .," tIlli1&XDaan:t:LUJl 
~IXlXX&IXWTTWrwY the 2nd ~nd 3rd Pl~toon8 were ~ble to return to th~ 
.est bAnk ot the ~oa.ll. without o~9u81ty. The 1at P~toon, 

however, toond th8ll1ulves in • ,"ore prec~rious posi t10n .nd were ' 
to ~o.d to t",ke A round About route in their effort to return. 
in whiah they ~et elewents at the 4th 'nnored Division, pointed 
tor them in their rp.mpAging ~Ann.r ot Waging wer And eventuAlly 
returned to friendly lines esoortlng 1000 4th \nnored prisoners. 
One a.suo lty WAS intlioted during thAt lAiss ion 'H OOn " llbur .J.eyer~ 
W~8 hit And forced to be eVAouAted. 

The bridgeheed wes elowly exp.nded And on the 6th of Oetober 
the Division qt t Acked to cloAr the 8naAy rr~ three ocw 4ending 
terr .in te.tures in the. ree. The three pl.toana were .asigned 
to e. ch of t he three inf.ntry regLoents for the relAying ' f tn­
tOn4Atlon to divi.ion heAd1u~rters whioh proTed to be one of the 
finest ooordiDAted .tt.aks the division h.d "oa~plished t o dAte. 

Opon the oompletion of the .ttAak, the Troop w •• pleoed in ! 
Divlsion reserve in ths vioinity at Morey. lIUV Extenshe ' 
mAintenPDce of vehicles pnd e1ui~ent W~8 oonduoted in th~t Are~ 
And the housing sitUAtion w~s tpkeD CAre ot through the oODstruotion 
of An unprecedented ArrAY at dug in shelters, e,uipped with h~e 
,". de stoves, lights And musio tA pped tr~ the fEW AVAil.ble ro4ina 
At hond o Duri ng the extended IIIJ reserTa st-tus tor most of the 
Troop, severAl wewbers were r e1ulred to oooupy en edTentAgeou8 
OP on ~ont ST Je~n whioh c~~nded ~ view ot A gre~ter pArt ot 
the Ger~An lines eAst ot the sei11e river. 

The weAthe r begpn turning ~ ohilly, And feet were continuoaly 
cold t~ tr~~ping in the dA~P sloppy ~ud. Bsprd s And ~ou5tAohe. 
w~re the style enO there mal: re,.lly were 80.;1 e beputlea Adorning 
mAny fAc e s until one dAY they weren't considered 1uite proper 
end the rPzors were put to work. PAss es were tre'luent to U"no y 
And Custines WAS vis i ted doily t or beer, pnd other thing •• 

Suddenly on the 7th of Nov~ber the Troop ~ov6d ou~ .fter 
dArk .nd it WAS leArned the Division would ot t .ck ApiA the 
next dpy with ~Any rAdios ot the Troop pgAin ~ t tAched t o int".ntry 
el~ent8 tor liAison purposes. 



The !'tir oorps rol"red overheM1 in tull 5up.)Ort. the ru.u.bllng ot 
t~nk8 clogging everyl rond Q.~nt th~t once pg_ln we were on the 
mOTe 1n ~n effort to re~ch the SRnr River . 

The .tt.aK JI~ prooee404 ropi41y .e plonned And by the 
9th ot Nov~ber the Divioion h.4 •• t.bli.hed severol bridgeheo4s 
over the a'yollen Sel11e River . The pursuit tollowed olosely on 
the heels of the I"Itt~ck. The 1at PlJato.)n oontinued their 111"180n 
duties with the infpntry, experienoing difr1culties f ollowing 
th'r orr-the-ro~d ~oves. but nevertheles s continued to cArry out 
their m.ission effioiently with 811 three regiJenta. The QeI\l.l.PDS 
contlnuf'd del,..ylng ActioDe · .. bleh kept the 1st IIItnd 3rd Platoons 
oocupied developing the sltupt i on. 

By the 15th of Nove~bor the 3rd ~r~y's strotegy WAS evidont oS 
el~ent8 IX to the north or the Division were olosing In on the 
fortress oity ot ~et~ In ~n enveloping ~ove. The BOth, proteoting 
the rMr pnd right of the TIl Corps. h.ltod in position south of the 
,oret De R~illy .nd eng.se4 the Troop in p.troling the north flonk. 

\~I'{re ss ive pFltrol!iDB 'NAB oontinued through the loth ot NoveuJ.be r 
The ditfioult .c..iasion ot cleAring the Foret De Rani11y W~ B undertlDKen 
by the 1st pnd ~nd Pl~toonB ~nd co~pletee~ successfully II%~ 
~fti8'ttlh([1ngX while the 3rd PlPtoon, IXlllOlXX ~t Vittonoourt, 
sent one .ection into Chonville "nd round it unocoupied by en~y 
torces. Their ~lss1ons oompleted, ~11 thr~e Plqtoona ~oved bpok into 
Vittonoourt during the night ~nd prepAred to ~ove in ~dvpnoe ot 
the Division the next ~y. 

Dis.LI.ounted pl'ltrols ''1e re tre1uent in the to1101Yin8 dAyS illS 
the mIIIK~4a Troop moved through lftul~u~ont And the en~y 
resisted d.ter~in.dly in the old ~oginot line fortitio.tiono •• 
The Plpto~ns loo~ted n~erou' .n~y positions, ftnd while reoonnoiterin 
the 1st Plptoon loop ted (Dnd Att~oked A strong en64Y p~trol, killing 
four .nd t.king ~even prlsoner. in tbe skirJ1ish. The following d.y 
the 2nd pnd 3r4 Plotoons t~pped "nother en&4Y p.trol of 19 ~en 
rond \viped the.o. out co.apl etely. It lAter developed, 'by the o"fpture 
of p Ger~~n ~ttpllon oo~pnder, th~t this pAtrol hed been s ent out 
to scout tAeriolDn positions 1n order thAt e fie~y defenses oould be 
preppred to ~eet the inevit,ble ott"ok. 

The prospe'cts of in4ulging in 0 re.l Tbsnkagivlng dln"e r were 
pr.ctioolly nil until the lost ~inute when the kitohen o.ew c.~e 
forth with the turkey .n4 the trL.nings. It woe neoessery to e~t 
in sh i fts, ~ section ooming off the line -t ~ tLAe, until elwoat 
everyone ~d indulged in the f.moue ~er1c.n dinner. 

The Troop WeB relieved ot lt t s reoonn~i5SftnCe ~18.ion ea Division 
troops took ,11 their obJeotives within the ~.glnot lino. Loter 
4uring the nigl1t o.oh pletoon 'NAS 41reote4 to destroy. Junotion 
box of the Ae~inot'e oo~unio.tion 07.t~, .n4 whilo .ttompting to 
o,,",plete th,!-I ",haion Sgt. Herbert ""rohpll lost his lito ss the 
result o.t-~" explo.lon. .\.\_ 

conat.ntli\ the Pletoone were kopt moTing, blooke4 ~ by tlo040, 
bor.sse4 evorywhere by eno~y .rtillory, hin4ered by oold, roiny 
we.thor th~~ m.de the going tbot muoh rougher. An ep14~10 or rlet 
tiro. sp~e~ throughout the Division oro •• nd the Troop reoe1ved 
~ore tbA~_itt8 ahftr •• Thre. flats in one dAY wee not unOo~OD ~nd 
one veh101o1bo4 .0 high pe eeven. 



By tho 7th ot Dea ... ber. etter e .. rle. ot ong,o~onte wlth 
tho on~y ODd tlerao t1shtlng In the Tiolnlty ot Bottlng. 
aenrlT1l1e. Yerber.Till.r. tho Troop w •• relieved or .11 .. halon. 
end orderod to .o ..... bl. In "erlollfloh. Yronae tor rahoblliteUon 
ot po r .annel end o~ulpaont end e re.t whloh wo. n.oded by ell 
plr.cnnil. Ent.rt~l~.nt W81 turnished by .ploiR1 SlrTio" •• TerPl 
.. on obtelned p •••••• bo.r we. plent1tul. t ood w •• o.t.n tr~ 
t~ble s onoe ~g~lD ~nd the hot .hower. nlver telt bit ter. \tte ~ 
ft re.t 11ke that .,.ryone 1_ reluotAnt to ~Oy. b~ok on the l1ne 
~8~lD, end the Troo9 w~. DO exoeption_ 

On the 17th ot Doa&Abor tho DIT1.lon wo. ordored to toke up 
e pa.ition on the 3rd Army'o right tl.nk. end the Troop lIIoTed 

out to In aonTOY to OU1alng. !'ronae. '!'he atey In tMt seotor w. , 
abort lind however. tor ••• toriao bOlV'n to drltt In ot the hu ~e 
Gar,".n pu.h In the north. Intoreot " •• dlrooted th.t -_'.y .nd 
suddenly orders were reoelTed to ~OTe ~t ODOI to Lux~bourg. ~te 
In the .tterno~n on the 19th 0' Deosaber the Troop proaooded 
northw. rd. -71th the use ot heodl1ght throughout the nIght. 0 .te.dy 
.peed w.e obtolned ond on the 20th the oepltol olty ot LuxeAbourg 
we. reooh.d. The netlYO. ot the olty w.la~ed the Troops pouring 
In with grMt raUet elld tho ho.pltellty reoe1Ted by .verY0De woo 
unexaellod. A r .. t th.t nlght. end onoe og.ln the Troop begon 
their reaoMol ... nae ond 11.loon ",1.010n. wbloh greetly .pe e" ed 
tho aoordlll8t.d IIlOTO. ot the Dh1010n o. thoy .truok Into t he 
lOuthern tl.nk ot Von Runatedto ... Jor drlTe end .uaa.oted In drlTing 
the en ... y to tho north bonk ot the Sure Ri Tor. 

The 2nd Pl.toon t ok up po.ltlon In Sohi.ron. south ot Ettle­
bruak end k.pt e Tlgl10nt wetah on en ... ,. pooltlone In ond eround 
thet town. Shortly ltttor they were jolned by the r .... lnl~ two 
Plotoono. On tho 28th ot DeaOlllbor the Troop we. ottoched to the 
318th lnetntry end w.nt on 11ne to dotend the oxtreAe rlght .eator 
ot their zone along the .outhern bAnk of the sure RiTer. SeTere 
on...,. ertl11ery berr .soo oontlnuoualy tell ~ .. ong the po.ltlono 
to ed d to the lIliaery at the I no-' ond extre.nly oold "",,thor. 

On N.-~ Yo"n Eve tho tlrst Oe"ltI!ltle. at our B.ttle· of the 
Bulge wore ,.u.telnod when l.If rklns And Johnlton wore aeptured. 
IJXIx.a,.xJiiltn while ~,.nnlDg A forward outpo.~ by lit Oerul_n 
P8trol. / 

The b.ttle to dopro •• tho bulso .. ond Into blgh so.r wlth 
the boslnnl~ ot lonuery "nd tho .~y w.re alowly pu.hed b"ak 
only ettor ollDglng tonoalou.ly to a.ery blt at high ground. 
oTory r~k; eTary treo. a.ovy anowa bl"nketed the ground ond 
lite at/ the front we. 8laO.t un'beerfltble. -... ter froze in oenteens , 
.nd .. ~- tee t troze in boota. Trenoh foot we. e rarlty In the 
Troo~ ~ qu1te o ... . On ol.ewhore elong tha tront. ,,11110n-doll. r 
wou~ were Juat oxeotly whet the ~e .1gnlfl.d. tor enythlng 
wee 'bette~ then su r ferlDg up thore. oonetently ov.dlDg the 
w)l1..tl1J1i roundo ot .rtlllery or tho we lUng •• ore ... ing ",LA10. 
h ' Wee ,. fight egeinat the we" ther o. we- 1 •• the .nuy end 
aIIny pn were lostl to the Troop. The oontinuous en ... ,. ertl11ery 
tl""lly tound It'o ... rIc on the Troop end atruck the buildlng 
where the and PlotoOD we. bllleted In lIaoh. killing Tao II Oorl 
!\lint "nd opli Robert -'11oox end woundlng .eTOrel othora. 

Tho D1Tlo10n bod .uoceeded 1n gettlng " brldgohe"d eoro •• 
the sure Rlnr Ind enlorged it with ftn .ttook On (JOeodort. Th. 



Troop w.e ~edl~tely ~.slgned the ~sk ot mAlnt~lnlng oonteot 
wlth .dT.nol he.d1U.rter. of the inf.ntry reg~ent end thl leth 
DIT11ion on tbo lltt flonk. In addition the 3rd Plotoon ."t up 
lit rOftd block •• fiIUlnl'CtJUitj. Fer41D8 the .. it"l br1dp 
.t Hliderloheidergrund _.einlt enway Inflltrotlon. The and Plotoon 
lIt up en OP eelt of Buder.eheld, 81tuAted .eotiona In Dehl end 
Budlroohe1d end Non periodic .Aounted petroll through thl thrle 
pointl. The l.t Pl>toon oper.ted • rood block protloting the 
Ap pro.oh to the 31~th Inf.ntry'. bridgeheAd elong the SUre Rlver 
.nd then l>ter rel1end thl 1rd Pl.toon on their ro.d bloal<. 
Operetions were eeriously b.ndio.p ~ed by the rAsing .now., 
11.aiting vi.lbility .nd tying up roed •• 

The Troop wes Attaohed to tho 31Qth In~ntry on l? l_nuAry 
e. tb.t regiAent propAred to .tteal< north end .eize Booher. the 
epparent hinge of t !>e eneillY line eouth of the "Vilt" Rinr. Bitter 
fighting ensued e.»the .tru881ing Inr~try pushed torwerd. Bl.ok 
powder iIl{HI( pocked the deep .now lAIIrklng the hlt. of en","y ortl11er),. 
end the enloAY deed IIlArked the path of tbe b.rd won .d~noe • .\a the 
Reg1.aent took over Nooher, the Troop guArded the fl.nk. ond ",oint-ined 
oonteot bltwe' n both o1de •• The lat Plotoon aet up 
northe.st of Dohl, operoting An OP .nd "",lnt.ining oont.ot with 
with periodic petrols to I C~p.ny In Mooher .nd the let .. tt.llon 

on Bill 500 end D.hl. The ~rd Pl>toon set up on the lett tl.nk, 
outpoeting bltween Dohl end Nooher ~nd ph)'.io.lly oont.oting K C~p.ny 
et regulAr lnterv~18. Two rOAd ,,"" petrols were conduoted by the 
2nd Plotoon, one f~ Goeedorf to Nocher .nd ohother fro.a Dehl 
to Budereoheid Where the adJaoent DiT1eion'e tlank w.s oont.ct.d. 
The oper~tlon weB e~ln b8mpered by the he~vy snow And .%tr~e cold. 
Seve~l c~su~ltl.e were euat~ined in the 1st P~toon when Ilj,,1 
Itj11IDXWH, I. 8n ent1-pereonnel mine \'IfII8 exploded during routine 
p"trol duties. 

'V'th ,. generfl!l withdrJIwflll ot Oel'1ll"n toroea tro..u. the ",refl! eAst 
of "'llltz ooouring, the Troop w.e Lwedi"tely "oalgned " t •• k of 
eet"bliehing oont"ot with en .. y el~enta .nd reconnoiterlng the .reo 
to 'Vllwerwllt ... At th11 time T"sk ,orce T.lbot wea tomed by the 
Divleion IlIlI: wi th the Trc>op being UUSl"1dl. ott-ohed to t.h. toroe 
~e " reoonn~18!"noe eIAm_nt. The Pletoone mOTed out on the a~th ot 
J,.nu~rT 1n ,.dT8DOe. ot the Tflisk !'oroa end mo .... d ,..heed without 
interuptlon to " pOint Juet welt of the Clert RiTlr where they 
till. were bolted in plool by Intenee enaay tire. The en~y threw 
plenty thot dey And the we.tblr edded to the o.eu"ltie •• Pto Corl 
Shelor W88 killed while on ~ r · oonnf'liss"noe p,.trol end aeTerf'll 
other. were wounded by the oontinuous en~y ortl11ery. ThAt doy wl11 
never be torgotten ~8 ODe ot the worst the Troop ever enoountered. 

lntontr), ela.enta ~et atltf resistenoe .long the ri~r line 
but broke through on the 35th of Januery. The Plptoon. fo11o'""d up 
with soreening mi8.ion. on the flAnkS f'lnd on the 26th, e alx-illen 
patrol or the lat Plotoon In~red ~un.hAueen shortly betore dork 
eurpri.lng .nd o.pturing 31 prieonere. 

IIItMtAi •• gtiIII I 
"nth the end of J"nu.ry the Bottle of the Bulge hod fin"lly 

bIen won ond relilf of thl Divilion weI efteoted by the l?th Airborne 
DiTlelon. The Troop lett ehortl)' tor rlehbpok .nd wIre pl"ced 1n 
Dlvillon reelrTI .1 the .111ed linl prlP.red tor the next pboee 
ot the bottle of Oenaeny - the "seAult ot the Siegtried line. 
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rlaohbeoh. ~uz~bourg W~. tbl lOin. ot ~n Ixtended re.t 
while the Troop r&4pined in DiTieion reeerTe. the I',", 40y , 
we pulled in there we found it to be • 1u.int little Till.se 
per.hed on the aide ot " hill And ,.,.'" buried in .now, .0 e .. ry­
thing else in Lux&4bourg ot th.t time. A bre.1e in tbo we.tber 
gr"dW"llly lowe red/ the deep IneM' Plud relaed the rinr •• hioh Wlr. 
to onapllcp te oper-tiona s~ewhot. the wel.oned rest •• ~e end went 
with the ineert-ion ot nightly potrols into the .urri.ullllil.U 

on the 3rd ot ".bru~ry, !In 81ght-J1""n pJllttrol, led by Sit 
Ar~mln~8 beo~A. the tirst ~.~bera ot the Dlvi.lon to oro •• the 
r.ging SRpr River. Croasing by rubber bopt aouthe.at ot Hoeadort • 
• t 3300 hourI, the p.trol oper.ted -long the tringea ot tbe 
Siegfried line, loo~ted en6nY pOl1tions ~nd returned PIt 0300 hours. 
Other pptrols ",ere oprrl .c d out 8uooesatully, 8Ub.t~ntlRtlng6vI.!~!o~:~~ 
lntor.n.tion re.e1Yed preTiouely end on the 7th ot rebru.ry the "M~ 
"sa.ult ot the Siegtried line begon under .over ot aorly ""oming fit f' 
dp rltneaa. 

Re81Bt~noe grew, ~nd bitter rightIng ensued tor ,.vlrAl d~ya 
.5 the ena.y oontinuously hurled ~rtill.ry ond ~ort"r tire into 
the Int~ntryt" linea end ... ell directed Utili Arwa fir. bI..;lperld 
engineer operptiona to auch ~n extent th~t no ~or. t~n A toot 
brld~ could be construoted ~CDoaa the riTer tor s.v.~l dAYS. 

Ib.ila the Troop "·'1"8 forced to rU"lln in reserve t ~ contingent 
of 32 relntoroe~ents nrrlved on the 8th or FebrUAry And their 
t:rPlnlng begnn with fin &..a.;lh.-:sls on reoonnAlss,.noe tp etic •• 

-'lith the bridging ot the river L..4inent, the Trooj> .aoTed 
up tot the high ground on the west b"nk on 18 rebrupry. awl'~1 
IXIK Dougbboy~ t~otloB were used AS the Pl~to?nB went on 11ne 
replP.ing the ~l.t ~noored inrontry bott~lion while prote.ting 
the division's north tl.nk. 

The long-"w.ited ~rch into Oer~pny W.8 fultilled on the 
31st of Februpry A8 the Troop ero.sed pt '1pll.ondort end proceeded 
North plong the K1l1lIlIXX~~« mine-pooked we.tern edge ot the 
Siagtried line to toke up poaitions tron Roth to Oberagegen on the 
north fl.nk ot the DiTieion's zona .a the intentry p.infully 
prooeeded J.nto the depths ot tha well tortitied lina. 

A 1ulok th~.t on the 34th of ?ebrupry broke the Line's defense" 
.nd the 4th Ar.nored DiTi8ion wpa _goin ~ployed thair t~oue 
lightnin~ pdvon.es And .optured " bridge int •• t over the Enz RiTer 
ns.r Sinspelt. Hostile foroes then 3terted • senerel withdrAwel 
ot the .re., evidently ott~pting to rea.h the e.et bonle 0' tbe 
Kyll Rivar And detend .long th.t line. 

-'11th 11~'aon .IIlla!Jiona, generel reco · n,.lssAnee, !'Ind ",ati •• 
~etrollng, the three pl~toon8 £OT6d 1n Rd~Tpnce ot the d1T1.10n 
.a the tide ot triendly lines .loved e.st-... rd through i)er.4.ny, 
".roaa the Prwa ond N1.ne Rivers end re.ehed tha Kyll River with 
little op;>oaltlon. I c",,,,,,,l fJllc.1( 'It.,,~ II.~'- /'1"'~OI ~(J"" ~ r ~IIIS ".''''T.. 

Copt.in Robert Hill hAd returned .nd ogein pooepted dut1ee 
PB oo~.ndlng offioer. The 4th ArAored DiTls10n broke ewey pg~ln 
ond l1li beAded tor the Rhine. The ~Otb DiTision 1111!ltAl1 ~oTing 
north of the division ond the 5th Division on the aouth tl.nlc 
e1ueezed the BOth out ot the line in the ~od doah tor the Rhine. 

A tew doys ralaxetlon end the D1vision We. ordored to roll 
• gAin, thlo time to tbe reAr, A .h.nge ot Corp., tro..> the a:tth to 
the 20th, • abort rehPbilit.tion in Luxa.bourg end the DiTision 



e~in J~ped off to ~otlon ftnd droYe their powerful wedge of 
inf>ontry .nd to"D into the Seistried Line tor e •• oond tLoe. 

The terre in in the nn preft •• st ot S.erbllrg W.8 detinitely 
uot.vorAble. Tbe thiok woods end bnd ro.d. obotruoted by nume~u" 
~ine fields ~.de Troop op8r.tione dittiolllt. 

The 3rd Pletoon ",oved out to "",intA in contect "''''XlltI4111l! 
with pdJ.oent \lOite on the divi.ion·. north tl.nk wh11e the let 
end 2nd Plotoono _lIIoved to aoreen the tltonlc ft" the ottftok "A" 
pressed to the eAst. The towns U%I: of Alllndern. XttliWUlU IItnd 
'Vpldwe11er ,.,ere ohl,.red ,.,1th little trouble. The 1st Pll'ltoon 
ciroled to the north. p"trol1ng end reoonnoitering .s the and pnd 
3rd Plotoon ole.red the woods north ot V.ldweller whioh Pllt the 
2nd into steinberg for the night, l~th of ~.roh. where they re. 
oeived ~ etrong oounter pttpok ~nd were foroe d to withdrAW without 
oABUAltlee. 

~rly the next -!lorning A net" Qiasion WPS reoeived 1!nd the 
Ploto~ns ""\lOg troJl the north to the south tlpnlc P8 the Divhion 
b.g"n • speedy pllreuit ot the ene~y. The lot Plotoon gr.bbed the 
first big prisoner hPul of 150 P"T's. -\11 three Pl--toon's ,II", 
eet -- r~ at .Pf! ce for the Division on the Reioh8""uto~hn end m.oved 
into Xpisersleutern on the 20th of the .llonth.wJ/~R~ l.s/(oY rH~""''''.w-
orr TH£c,rY II-fLL f "",711 rlU mAlIC' <all"', ,/1 tb the collepse 
ot this key cO~..I.unlo"'tlon oenter without opposition, the ensJl.yts 
defensive p1"n WAS 8~ttered west ot the Rhine. The pursuit WPs 
press ed to the •• at And hul!" luent1ties of su?;l1es .nd e11lip...eIt 
w.re being cAptured doily. together with hundreds of PV's who 
were 81lrrender1ng At the 8ight of our pdV"noing ool~ns. 

The 1st pl~toon knooked ort ~ oolUAn ot ene&y vehicles south 
of Kqiserslputern. cApturing seven, r~t destroying :' And t~king 
28 p 'V's. The 2nd pod 3rd Plptoons reCOD .01 tared south Stoat to 
Lp.u.brecht ~nd picked up 2~ PV' 5 during the o) e .. ~tion. 

\ steAdy strep", of pllied ~"chines poured towprds the Rhine dyoy 
~nd night. Ropds were olag~ed with every piece or ~tochinery. every 
we-=-pon I'IvJDlil"!ble FInd even huge Ipndin~ bnrges Int tldXJDtt ropred 
down the hlgh'",,"ys 1n prep'" rqtion tor the ca.aing orossing ot the 
f~~aus Rh ine. 

\geoin the Div i s i on swung out ot line qnd the Troop moved north 
to R~ns"Neiler tor Ft s ever"l dAY brepk while the 3rd U'.u.y pushed 
"'oross, oOU$tructed bridges under q he .. vy screen ot &lloke, estqbliehed 
A bridgehe",d ~nd tpen the Division ~oved b~ok into S'8KJ«1I~~~ 
pction "gr in. 

The Troop bec,.m.e ~tt"ched to the 319th Int"f1ntry end .l.Q.oyed pcross 
the 1rd ',MY'S bridge !tX in the vicinity ot op,JenheL. And then .wllDg 
north to Biechot.he ilIl on the south bpnk ot the ... in River. DI(lQO:l'a!: 
Prep~rptions were ~Dde for the ~19th to croas the ~Ain River ~nd 
,.sAu1t the enem.y's flpnk A8 the 317tb Infpntry estAblished pnother 
bridgehe~d ,.oross the Rhine I"t .J,AinZ. The operAtion ·.v~s c"Irried out 
successfully on the 38th of >dAroh. 

Ths 1st pnd 3rd PlAtoons crossed the ~"in River oy ferry pnd 
~ediAtely ..loved out in er! Vf'lnoe of infAntry forces, reoan altering 
rollte6 to the north enst in pr.pArotion for" new phAse of the 
pursuit. 

The two ~l~toon's Joined forose to "8sAult the town at ~edenbpch 
.tter observing ",uoh eneollY .ot1Tity. They firat ORUgh " on en&..1Y 
horse drp'Nn colll..ln Fltte.Jpting to lepve the to ',m "nd destroyed or 
opptured the caaplete ool~n. Aort~rs end , 7·5 were put to use ~nd 
the town wos tired Ilntil n pAtrol oou1d '3"in entrence, follo'.,ed by 
ths re~.inder or the .... n. whioh netted A tot.l or aoo ?V' •• 



Reports 'Here receiTed th.t 'le..lents ot the ue rlcen 1 •• Ar.uy 
were apeo rhe"cliDg down fro-l the north ond the Troop w •• gi TSn- 'the 
~i .. ion to .ttanpt oontoot. Th.t .~e eYaning, 8 Troop, BQth 
Reoonnai88ftnCe S1u~ron.WXK Qtb ~nuored DiTls10n KKK linked with 
the two p1P1to 'lns of the TIO op to co.aplete ,. solid brldgehe ... d .""lSt 
of the Rhine Ri var frcu the Sri Uah lat ~NY on the North to the 
'.Jleric"n 7th hr.ilY on the south. 

'" d ... y l .. ter ... north"""rd spurt beg-oD with the objeotive 1"1I>8se1. 
The 1st ? l .. toon h,..d. .. field dPly on the ':iOth when they o~ptured 
2500 PV 's in the vicinity of VerheLl. 'rter ,JlOrching thO.il to end 
fro in on effort t o get the.. olf their b.ndo they fin_ll" "ore 
.uooeo. ful 1n gettin~ the . .IF '. to toke the.n for prooess ing. xnn 
lIU1KUc{UJcrlr~W[':!{iIJOil[j(lClIr{JlfI~ntlOl!lr,acQfllaR'( 
&:t U.t1".{T:1QI:~e:-rro: : 

~8 the division ~ced nortrrN~rd on the Reiohs~utob ... hn on the 
lett flAnk og the ~rd ·r~y, the Troop w~s ordered to ~~int~ln 
contaot Nith ale~ent s of the l.t 'r.ilY on the latt .0 they 
closed the Rubr pooket. 

:In the lnd of 'prll the frontal As .. ult ot Kassel began "ith 
the en~y oounter~tt~ ckin~ p.3atn rnd ~~Qin to no PT~il. The let 
and 3rd Pl.toon to the west of K.e.el anoount.red dotenoined 
ene.ay resistnnoe. Anti-tF'nk .,nd s .. J.I''Ill ,onus tire hAd to be overooJl.e 
onnbl1ng the 1st i'lAtom to rMoh lath- nnd the !3rd ol •• red 
greltenbqch. One n:mored c~r of the 3rd PlRtoon rpn into 
diffioulty when it slipped fro.n the roAd under Anti-tPnk fire 
end severrl hour. pess.d before it oould b. rstrieved. During 
the oper"tion 1& P'Y's were oAptured, 2 enemy truoks end a 68Ju1 
guns were destroyed. 

The strong pOint of KAssel WAS reduced by the r lTision on 
the ' th ot 'pril And the Troop 1-l~edi"tely swung .round to the 
right and south fl -nk ot the ~ iv is ion ns t he BOth pivoted on 
KAssel O':nd "8.13"'n ,.n p ~v"mce 8F' stwArd. The plAtoons US operQted 
OP 's IlUAh,'t4t:t:al'"t:'3:(I '- to observe ene.J.Y U1.ov8.J.ent ~rougbout the 
high ~ound enst of t he oity. The 1nd Plat oon disrupted "n en6-lY 
pt te .. pt to blo~ \til .. bridge in t hA t .. reo with n h""TY oonoentration 
ot .AP c~ ine ~L1n fire. So on After, hCMever, ell ai.issions ot "' he 
Troop -./ were c"nc e lad, the division ''PB relieved in the RreA 
by the 6gth InfAntry ~ivioion ond the Troop ~ediptely prooeeded 
south epst. The new ~i881on consisted ot deterJl.ining the presence 
And locqtlon ot .ne~y torces in the neW zone in the Yio1nity ot 
GothA pod C ont"oting: the 4th lr..a.ored Division there. "burried 
reconw> iSSP!D cs proTed El ll ~reps cleAr !'I nd. f3. the dl Tieion cleAred 
their ne'!" ~re8, the plAtoons 1....l..aedietely tnOTed to the north 
flenk to fill" SAP betwee n the 90th And their ndJecant unit 
the ?&th t ivlsion. 

Co.np.ny D of the 702nd Tonk Bettllion Wo. ott.chad to the 
Troop for operptiona !'Ind once P'gl"lin the "tt-ok to the e ... et WAS 
continued. 

On the 8th at 'prll, the 1st Platoon .... d. contpct ,.1th the 
ene~y, the firat in thia .reA, end frustI?ted pn int11trwt1on 
~o". The and ?~toon repulsed A light eneJI.Y counter ... tt~ckJ 
o.pturing -6 one",y "nd wounding .PJroxiAptely 20. The firatpnd 
3rd ?lptoono coordinnted their operations 1n ola.rlng the wo ods 
in their ore., killing s.",,~.l .nd copturlng le ot the ene41· 



(l~ 

During the ftotion, Sgt Xdw~rd ~~r~th w.lx'III •• , ylAtoon 
serge"nt IY1th the th1rd p~toon ".e k1lled by en .... y ritlo 
f1ro, "h11e try1ng to foroe •• urrender from •• verAl oppooing 
groups. 

Shortly e tterw~rda All P.lJoJtoona were reo.--lled !"Ind 1'181e..w.bled 
in Ooth~ ~wAltlng the openlng ot the ~tt~ok on Erturt on the 
10th of ·pril. Detannin. d re.1st.noe w." ~et frow outly1ng 
tO~'!l!l proteotln~ tbe "pprOPChFB to the city fro..l three sides. By 
the end of the dl'lY the dlYislon h,.d ~~de 8uccessful geins, 8urroudde 
tha oity whioh fell the rollowing d.y. 

The Attok progreoeed rPp1dly to the a.ot, with ·feLl"r f"ll1n~ 
without opposition. The oitte. at Jenp -od Eisenberg were gObbled 
up P8 thp Troop r-oed "heAd ~ r the dlTi810n ~klng one objeotive 
ntter enother byppsaed by the 4th Annor~d Division ~s friendly 
foroes oonoolidoted the .llied 11ne just west or the iAportont 
ene..a.y city ot CheJlUltz. ~~ rIlATyVOi«...., __ 14I#/U 'T1f~J:A."'N"Sr 7.i_,., E"S~,"T;" • .v 

JJUAXJI(g~ tho D1vhisft ., • ,pw:ll'...4,.-.u'So a' 'Be lies. hd T"··~ 
o:rder'ld tq. flO n-e-y ; SA. 

The 3rd ?l.,.toon h",d l.uite ,. tLae (lnd .0000e""h~t of p bre .. k: when 
they were ordered to the city of SohAolln for the purpose of 
gup rd1ng severnl kay br1dges 1n the "re", They ~"1nto1ned loW ond 
order there under the OO...l.JlRnd ot Lt. _~nell1y pnd !:.t. ~oe. 

Onoe ~s"ln the Division WPs pUll p.d tro~ the line pnd ordered 
to P II" new "'rea. On the 18th of ~_pri1 the Jl,ove llouth to g"woerg 
be~n with the Troop being "ssigned to ~~int",in law and order in 
th"!t city upon prrive1. wl/~It.. /fI'o/lls ",t')~AI"'1> .1",6 -rIM~ IJ'~'L. 'Ilh~.fr 

!everpl d~YB l~ter thE Division continued to the eouth~o 4 
'!rit1er's be"lutitul city of Nurnberg, nON p 8.J.ok:ing ...... S5 of ruins. 
The oonst"nt o~blng, ol~xed by the reoent .. ssault of th~ city 
bPd tOKen 1t's tOll on virtuelly every struoture. 

8 '"eek. 1n the city ~ve f'luost everyone the opportuni ty of 
visiting the huge st9di~s pnd struotuaes ot interest thRt onCe 
provided the soenes ot huge IIX1lt1AgX N"zi ~ther1ngs. Durin~ this 
t1..le the 2nd .. nd 3rd PlPtoons took over thl: ~i8s1on of gu o rdlng 
.n L.onse ene.;>y , .. Jlunition dll..lp severAl .ll1eo south of the oity • 
.E~tens1ve /lla1nten~noe of vehicles end e'uip.aent WRS oonducted 
durin~ the breit respite t~ bottle And then on the 19th of April 
the Troop proceeded the divis10n PS it ~oved south to "e~ensburg. 

The Tro:)p "/~e .att-ohed to the ~18tb Int'lIIIntry "5 the .aOTe south 
continued with the 'lnd "nd 1rd ?lqtoon I s lending roll division torces, 
t"Ind pieked up :lOO P V's enroute to the Ia",r River ineluding ID FJung JO r1,,, 
!)ener .. l __ nd Bt~ t:t. 

The ~18th estAblished p brldgehe",d ",croas the Ispr og"inst 
11ttle opposit10n. The Troop follm •• d closely on their heele And 
r~eed phe-d p~1nst s11ght en~y eesl.tpnce until re~ ching Br~uDPu 
on the Inn RiTer where they r~ined 1n p08ition pw~1ting the 
r&A.inder of the division •• it pulled up on line. 

on the 4th of ~.y, with the Aotivotlon of Tosk rorce swith, 
under the oo~ond of CApt ~ith and consisting of The troop, r.~pony 
D of the ?01nd TAnk B.tt.lion ond 3 •• aRult gun., the to roe moved 
into ~U8tri~ to .plit eny possible enemy resietpnce in the w-ke 
of the r"",pindor of the division force., 

Outline - Troop reAohed 8oh' •• nenst.dt, pcptured 2000 P" s. 
U4tttllt cmatilUtldttXXdUX 


