SECTION IV

DAPANSICN OF The SHIDGEHEAD

On 16. september 1944, the 24 2n 317th Intantry reverted
to Division Reserve aiter veing relieved by the 24 Ln 319th
Infuntry in the afternoon of that dav. The 1lst Sn main-
tained its position on LANDRENCIT RIDGE, repelling one local
counterattack at 1720. The 5d 3n in the vicinitv of TaA
FALAIZE wae under heavy enemnv artillervy fire during the
afternoon 16 September 1944, At 17%0, the enemy attempted
a counterattack, but was driven off.

The lst Bn %1&th Intantrv, with one compuznv of medium
tanks ol CCA 4th Armoresd Division, continued its advance
to the west from NOLELY at 0315, 106 September 1944, At 0900,
this Battalion was attacking STHE GEIEVILEYE and wes mopping-
up in the town at 1100. "E" Companv (Reinforced) 317th In-
fantry moved in to hold STE GENIVIZVE.

The 1lstv Bn tnen turned north, and attacked through
the FORE! DI FACQ. Liedium resistance wag encountered. At
2150, the Battalion was aboul one mile szhort oi its ob-
jective, the vicinity of LORVILLE-SUL-5811L=Z. <rositions
were consolidated for the nignt.

C The 24 5n 3%1lgth Infantrvy muaintained road bplocks in
the vicinity of VILLE-AU-VAL and provided kRegimental Re-
serve,

The 34 sn, on LOUSS0N HILL, was under heavy enemy art-
illery fire at 0510 and at 0700 was repelling an enemy
counterattack., <The Battalion held its position on the hill
and the supply route was re-opensd to L0USS0W ILILL by the
advance of thke lst Bn 319th Infantry that dav. Suvopply
trains reached this hattalion at 1945, 16 September 1944,
Ambulances, loaded with iood, medical =zupplies, and water
were rushed in to solve the critical shortage in supplye.

‘Yhe 1st Bn 319th Infantry, in positicn vicinity of
LOISY, received an epemy counterattack from the vicinity
of STH GEWEVIEVE at 0550, 16 September 1944. Bv 0730, the
counterattack was repulscd. Again at 0550, the enemy at-
tacked the left flank of the Battalion from a northeasterly
direction. Iowever, the attack was repulsed, znd strong
patrols were sent out to engagye the enemv, AT 1415, this
Battalion began the attack to seize ATYO0L and the ultimate

objective oi LIESIENILS., &TTON was entered at 1725, and
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cleaned out bv 1750. Seizure oi AP0 opened supplv route
to 34 Bn on MOUSSON HILL. The objective was reached against
moderate resistance at 2200.

The 2d Bn wus patrolling the river line from BuLLEVILLE

‘to PCIIPEY. The 80th Cevalrv ieconnaisance 1roop was given

the mission to relieve the 28 Bn on the morning of 16 Seunt-
emoer 1944, and to continue the outpost of the river with
moior patrols and observation posts. <The 2d Bn then moved
to the vicinity of LOISY taking up the deiense of tre STE
EVEVIEVE-LOISY sector and relieving the 2¢ bn 717th Inf-
antry. 1he Battalion then reverted to Regimental Reserve.

T'he 5d Bn 219th Infantrv remained in Division Reserve
south of BEZAULCLT with one companv in position just west
of LAIDHEEQOLT.

The 6%1st Tank Destrover Bzttslion, attached to the 80th
Division for reinforcement against enemv armored attacks,
closed into the Division area on 16 September 1944.

On 17 September 1944, the 317th Infaniry wus to expand
the Division brid;ehead within its zone. ©The 1lst Bn, on
LATDRENONT RIDGEH, attacked at 143%0, 17 September 1944 to
seize LANDRENKOIT and the high ground north and northeast
of that town.

At 1605, this Battalion was fighting against stubborn
enemv resistance cn the knoo of the hill north of TAINDRENMONT.
Pogitions were dug in at 1830 just 6G0 vards from the crest
of the hill.

ileanwnile, the 24 Bn, in Division Reserve in the vic-
initv of BEZAUMONY, began movement at 1305 to the souteast,
with EILL 351 ac its objective. The Battalion was east of
VILLE=-AU=VAL at 1450 and bv 1722 was moving up HILL 3%1,
encountering medium resistcnce. The top was reached 1815,
efensive positions were immedistelv prepared and. heavr
enemy artillerv fire wes received at 18%0.

ihe 34 Bn 317th Infantrv, in the vicinitv of TA hAIQI z,
vas to move woutin on IIILLERY, 17 September 1944, Liovement
towards the town vegan at 1440 against stuoborn enemv recis-—
tance. Heavy enemv mortar z=nd suall arms fire stopped the
Battalion on the north edge of ILLERY.

The 1st Bn 318th resumed its attack on LORVILLE-SUR-
SEILLE at 0530 from a position aboul one mile west of the
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town. Dlements of the Battalion fought their way into
MORVILLE-SUR-SHEILLE bv 0700 and at 0725, the town was in our
hands. Heavy enemy artillerv fire fell on the Zattalion at
1012. By 1610, elements ol the %4 Bn 319th Infantry had
relieved the lst Bn 31ldth Infantrv from its position in the
vicinity of HORVILIE. The 1lst ©n then began movement to

the viecinity oi LOISY, closing into tunat area at 0400, 18
September 1944,

The 318th Infantrv reverted to Division Reserve and
concentrated in the vicinity oif LOISY. The 24 Bn maintained
road blocks. Enemv forces, estimated at two sguads, at-
tempted to infiltrate past tie roac block at VILLE-AU-VAL
but were engaged in a skirmish and retrcated. The 5d 3n
moved from LOUSSON LILL 17 veplember 1944 to tihe vicinity
of LOISY.

The 319th Intfantry took up thes defense ol the northern
sector of the bridgehead on 17 September 1944, The 1lst Bn,
in its advance northward tunrougk YORET LE FACQ, had captured
in addition to many enemv prisonerc, four 75mm howitzers,
one 57 mm anti-tank gun, and thirtséen heavv machine guns.
LESLEZNILS was occupied and outposted with one company of
the 1lst Bn while the balance of the nattalion took up defen-—
sive positions northeast of [LIOUSSON in the FOREL DE FACQ.

During this operation, tre 905th Field Artillery Bat-
talion, reinforced bv tane 315th Fiela Artillerv Battalion
and the 176th Field Artillerv Battalion, was in direct sup-
port of the 1lst Bn 318th Infantrv and the 1lst Bn 319th Inf-
antry., _

The 2d Bn 319th Infantrv moved from the vicinity of
LOISY to POMT-A-IICUSSON occupving and outposting the town
as well as LIOUSSON HILL.

The %d Zn moved from the vicinity of BEZAULOIT to re-
lieve the 1lst Bn 318th Infantry in the vicinitv of MUORVILLE-
SUR=-SEILLE. Due to enemv action from the high ground north-
east of LORVILLE-SUR-SELLLZ, the Battalion occupied the
eastern edge of TORET D FaCQ west of LORVILLE-SUR-SEILLE.

A reinforced platoon wzs sent to patrol the vicinitv of
PORT-SUR-SEILLE. :

The 1lst Ba 317tk Infantrv, in position ncrth of LAND-
RENONT, sent patrols to the knob of the hill at 0840. It
was found that the enemv had withdrawn to the northeast.
Upon discovering this, tihe 3attalion was ordered to move
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on il TCULON zand SERRISZRES at 10%0. “fhe 34 3n was 1o clear
the BOIS D CLAPITRE and the town of LILLIRY. The 24 Bn
was to remain in its position on HILL 3%1.

By 1410, the lst Bn had advanced to the ground north-—
east of LANWDRELCLT and then turned woutheast towards SIR-
RIERES and HILL 340. Heavv enemv fire was received by this
Battalion a litile later from HILL 340 on the Battalion's
right and the BOIS D& HAWCHE-SEITLE on the Battalion's left.
4t 18350, when darkness fell and the objective had not been
reached, the Battalion was ordersd back to the vicinity of
LANDRELOITT, and then directed to move southwsst to AUTRE-
VILLE-5UR-203ELLE,

The 2d 3n sent two combat patrols to thke woods south~
east ol its position on EILL 3%1.

The 34 Bn, in position on tne north edge of IIILLERY
moved southeast towards the 3CIS DU CHAPIYRE leav1ng ”L"
Company (Reinforced) to ceize UILLIRY. DBy 1410, the Bat-
talion had advanced to the western edge of 5015 DU CEAFPITRE
and "K" Company was well intc HILLSERY. The nigh ground in
BOIs DU ChaPlixe was taken by the 3d bn at 1730. ratrols
were sent to the east,

The 1lst and 3d Bns 318th Intantrv were in Division
Eeserve in the vicinity of LOISY on 13 September 1944. The
lst Bn patrolled to the BOIS DU BAUZAKD and the 50I5 DE St
CLEMETY s Lioderate resistance was encountered in the latter

grea,.

The 24 ‘Bn occupiled STE GExEVI&VE ®IDGz and LANDARLLOUT
RIDGE. HRoad blocks were maintained within the Diviegion
bridgehead.

The 319th Infantry advanced to the szast and protected
the Division left flank on 18 September 1944.

The lst and %4 Bns were orderec at 1215, 18 Seotember
1944 to advance east teo the line NOMEHV—R&UCOUn T JURE.
The 1st Bn advenced sast of the SEILLE RIVER and north of
mGﬁVILLu-bUR—SbILEu as far as CHLELINOT, but late in the
evening of 18 geptember 1944 withdrew to the west 1o secure
more commanding ground.

The %4 3n received a counterattack in the area just
east of FORET DI I'aCQ. The counterattack was successiully
repulsed. Plans to advance~to the east that dav were dis—
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carded out patrols were sent to determine enemy positions,

The 24 3n protected the Regsimental lett flank and rear.
One companry was placed on IIOUSSCI HILL and a platoou occup-
ied HILL 365, west of LESHEVILS. The remainder of the Bat-

talion occupied the vieinitvy of aTTON.

: On 19 Zeptember 1944, the 24 and 34 sattalions 317th
Infantry launched & coordinated avtack on HILL 412 in the
BOIS D& La WUNGUT. The 24 Bn, on the left, aoved soutli-
east from HILL 351, through the -BOIJ DU 5UZ10i soulnh of
MOREY and thence trhroush 3015 D TA KRUOW The 34 3n moved
from the hignh ground in 30I: DX CLAXIYRE on the right of the
2d Bn, HYhis coordinated attack was met by funatical erncur
resistance und the objective, IILL 412, wzs not raached thut
dav.

The 1lst bBn moved from the viciniiy of LANDREIONT to
the vicinity of AUTR.VILLE-SUR-MOSIZLLE, maintaining the
road block at LIILLERY u.nd sending patrols to the south of
MILLERY.

The 31gth Inrantry, on 19 Septczuber 1944, continued to
occupy and derend the centew SGCtOL 0i tne Divigion bridye-
head eastv oi the LOSELLE RIVER. "BY" Companv of the lst Bn
made a reconnaisance of the BCIS D& BAULARD and BOIS D 34
CLEMENL moving past SUE GEIISVIEVE at 0530, 19 Geptember 1944.
By 0925, "3" Companv, meeting o enenv resis Lance, was
through the »0IS D¥ ST CLENEWL, however coansiderable enemy
fire was drawn. One enemy tank was destrorved with bagzooka
fire. The remainder of the lst Bn occupied JI'E GRIEVILVE

and LOISY. The 2d Bn occupied pogition; alonr the 313
GENEVI 8Vi~LANDRENOIT QIDUA anc maintvained road blocks at

VIILE-AU-VAL and AUYLR VlLuﬂ—uUh“mOUJMLu- The 34 3n, in
Division Reserve, occupied tne vicipnitv .ol IJEZAUMOWI.

The 319fh Infantry continued to protect the Division
left flank. The lst 5n anchored its leit flank north of
the road junction, 1000 vards southeast ol LESIIENILI, with
the right flank of tne Battalion extending along the eastern
edge ol IORET DE PFACY southward to the vicinity west OI
PORD=SUR-3EILLE., The 5d 3n, on tine lst Bn's rigit flank,
defended the eastern edge oi MORST DE PACY down Lo the south-
ern edge oi that forest. The 2d 3n (minus "¢" Companv) re-—
mained in Regimental Reserve in the vicinity of AILTOW.

At 0650, 20 september 1944, the 517th Iniantrvy contin-
ued its advance through the BOIS DE Li RUHOWY towards its
objective, EILL 412, "




At 1007, the 2d Bn encountered heavvy enemv machine gun
and mortar fire in its zone of advance, while the 34 Sn was
engagea in a fire fight with the enemv., The advance was
slowed, but the objective, HILL 412, was taken byv the end
of the dav. ' :

The lst Zn (minus "B" Companv) moved southeast from the
viecinity of LIILLERY throuzh the 30IS DU CHAPITRE at 0800,
20 September 1944, to mop up hostile infiltrating groups of
enemy in the rear ol the advancing 24 and 34 Bns.

"B" Companv attacked to the south from MILLEKY on 20
Septenber 1944, with HILL 299 as its objective., Stiff enenmy
opposition was met but the objective was taken by 1800, 20
September 1944. :

At 0700, 20 September 1944, the 1st Bn 318th Infantry
moved from the vicinity of STE GELEVIEVE to occupy BOIS DE
BAUZAED and BOIS D& ST CLEMENT. M"A" Company advanced to
the southwestern edge of BOIS DE BAUZARD by 0816, while "BY
and "C" Companies were movin;, to the southeast from STE
GLNEVIEVE toward BOIS D& ST CLEMENT. "C" Company neared
the western edge of BOIS D& ST CLEWMENT at 0920, and¥was mov-
ing around to the south edge of the woods in order to sweep
through from the south to the northeast. By 1025, "C" Com—~

' pany, with "B" Companv following, had entered BOIS DE ST

CLEMENT. lNeanwhile, "A" Company had advanced into BOIS DE
BAUZARD, not meeting any enemy resistance. A platoon was
sent to the east into the area between BOIS DE BAUZARD and
BCIS DE ST CLEMENL. By 1435 the Company had combed 30IS

DE BAUZARD and occupied dsiensive positions in these woods.
"C" Company was half-way throuzgh OIS DE S1 CLEMENT at 1325,
and by darkness had swept through the entire woods. Very
little enemy resistance was encountered in this operation.

.The 2d Bn, on STE GENEVIEVE RIDGE and LANWNDRENQOIT RIDGE,
continued to occupy defencive positions with "E"™ Company re-
placing "A" Company on STE GENEVIEZVE. One platoon from "E"
Company was sent to the wvicinity of HILL %40 and SERRIERES
to determine enemv disposition.

The 3d Bn, in Division ieserve north of BEZAULONT, moved
south to TA TFADAISE, closing in at 2230, "I" Company was
sent to occupy HILL 351, replacing elements of the 1lst Ba
317th Infantry which had moved southeast througzh the BOIS
DU CHAPITRE.

The 319th Infantry, on the Division left flank, moved
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to the east with the mission of advancing to the LA SEILLE
RIVER and sending patrols east of the river to CHELINOT and
EFLY. The 1lst and 54 Bns advanced abreast out of FORET DE
PACQ at 1000, 20 September 1944, the 1lst Bn on the left, the
34 Bn on the right. The lst 5n reached the LA TEILLE RIVER
where 1t was stopped by heavy enemyv mortar and arillery fire,
The 54 Bn advanced 1300 vards from the csoutheastern edge oI
FORET DE PACQ where it was halted by heavy enemy machine

gun and mortar fire, ILeading elements of the 34 Bn reached
a position just west of BINICOURT.

On order from Division Headquarters, both Battalions
withdrew to positions occupied before tne attack had driven
eastward that morning. Positions were coansolidated ifor the
night and reconnaisance patrols were sent to the west bank
of the LA SEILLE RIVER. '

The enemy, utilizing in part World War I positions,
had strong defenses. Utmost use of natural obstacles, in-
cluding the LA SEILLE RIVER, was made by the enemy.

The 2¢ 3n %19th Infantrv, occupving the vicinity of
AT?01 and outposting LOUSSOW, rFOIT-A-LIOUSS0W, and LESHINILS,
remained in Rhegimental Reserve,

On 21 September 1944 the 317th Infantrv continued to
clear the BOIS D L& RUIONT of scattered enemy groupse.
Patrols were sent to the easct edge of the woods. The lst
Bn, in Regimental Heserve, was engaged in the BCIS DU CHAP-
ITEE against groups of enemv attempting to cut off the sup-
ply lines to the 2d and 3d Bns. Constant infiltration by
the enemy slowed down tne advance of these two Battalions
through the forest to their ultimate objective, the high
ground west of MOIVROW and VILLERS-LES-uOIVRCN. "B" Com-
pany still held HILL 299, south of LILLERY.

On 21 September 1944, the 1lst Bn 318th Infantrv, at-
tached to the 319th Infantry, set up delenses of BOIS DL
ST CLEMENT and BOIS DI IANCEE-SEILLE.

The 2d Bn 518th Infantry, occupving a defensive pos-—
ition on STE GENEVIEVE ZIDGE and LANDRsMOMT RIDGE, was re-
lieved by the 24 Bn 319th Imfantry at 0700, 21 September
1944. The Battalion then assembled in the vicinity of
BEZAUMONT, preparatory to moving south to BOIS DI LA RUMONT.
Moving shortly after 0700, the leading elements of the Bat-—
talion were just north of AUTREVILLE-SUR-MOSELLE at 0915,
on the high ground east of MILLERY at 1145, and then into
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the BOIS D2 LA RULIOWNT at 1320. The Battalion continued
movement througk the BOIZ DI LA HUWCIL that zsfternoon and
reached the high ground on the cacstern edge of the woods
at 1725. ‘

The %34 3n 318th Infentrv, leaving "I" Company on HILL
351, moved at {the first light of dawn on 21 September 1944
from LA F4LAISE southezst to B0I5 DE LA LUMONT. By 1200
the Battalion wag in the BCIS DU 3U2I0W and 30135 DU CEAPITRE,
south of KCREY and moving through BOIS D& AL RKUMONT at 1320.
Heavy enemy artillery fire slowed up the advance, but by 1725
the Battalion occupied the high ground on the eastern edée
of the woods., Contact with the 3d sn 317th Infantry on the
right was made at 1735, 21 September 1944,

This movement cf tne 318th Intfantry was preparatory
to a coordinated attack to be launched bv the 317th and
515th Regiments to secure T ST JEAN and the high ground
couthwest of VILLELS-LE5-LOIVRON.

The 319th Infantry, with the 24 Bn in Division Reserve,
continued to protect the Division left flank.

The lst Bn relieved elements of the 2d Bn in the vic~
inity of xQ0USSOE and LE HITS and reconnoitered in force
to the east on a line LﬁS“EKILS - EPLY. The 34 Bn consol-
idated defensive positions in FORET DE FACQ and reconnoitered
in force to the line EPILY - CLuIIERY,

The 2d Bn moved from the vicinity of ATTON to the vie-
inity of LOISY and at 0700, 21 September 1944, relieved the
2d Bn 318th Infantryv on SEL CJMEVIQV“ RIDGE and LANDRELOWL
RIDGE.

Illopping=up opzrations in the southwestern sector of
BOIS DU CHAPIIRE were continued by the lsgt Ba 317th Infantry
on 22 September 1944, “B" Company sent a reconnaisance
patrol to CUSTINES and upon finding the town vacated by the
enemy, established a road blceck in that vicinity. The enemy,
being pinched out bv the advance of the 3%th Infantry Div-
ision from the south towards tie Z0th Division bridgehead,
had withdrawn his forces from CULTINES eastward toward LEYR.

Active patrolling by the 2d and 3d Bns in BOIS DE IA
RUMONY preceeded an attack to the east in column, with the
2d Bn leading at 1700, 22 September 1944, At 2035, heavy
enemny thlllerv and mortar fire slowed the advance of tThe
2d Bn about 500 vards east of -the BOIS DE I4 RULKONT. Posi-




~tions were consolidated Zor the night, and the attack was
to be resumed the next morning.

. At 2015, 22 Sepiember 1944, elements of the 2d Bn 319th
- Infantrv relievea tne lst Bn 3%18th Intantry in the BOIS DE
ST CLEMENT. The 1lst Bn 318th Infantry then reverted to Div-
ision Reserve and moved west to concentrate in the vicinity
of LOISY. Elements of "I" and "E" Companies launched a co-
ordinated attack on LOREY at 1230, 22 September 1944, "I"
i B Company, moving from its position on HILL 3551, attacked MOREY
@  from the west. "E" Company attacked from its position south
iy of the town. NMOREY was seized at 1427, 22 September 1944.
. i "I" Company continued to hold IIOKEY while "E" Company re-—
¥ B joined the 2d Bn in BOIS DI LA EUMOWT on the afternoon of
® 22 september 1944.

e

St

In conjunction with the 317th Infantry, the 24 and 34

@  Bns 318th Infantry launche¢ an attack to the east of BOIS

E B DE LA RUMONT at 1700, 22 September 1944, Stubborn enemy re-
sistance was encountered and at 1850, the Battalions were
held up by intense small arms and automatic weapons fire
along the eastern edge of ECIS DI LA RUMONT. The 34 Bn de-

g ploved its forces along the edge of the woods with the 24

i Bn to the rear. Patrols were sent to the villages of BELLEAU
4 and SIVRY to determine enemy strength to the north.

E B The 319th Infantry continued to protect the Division

4 left flank and occupv FORET DE FACQ. Mines were laid in front
of anti-tank gun positions. The road leading east to PQRI-
‘SUR-SZILLE fron FOREI DE FACQ was also mined., "C" Company
505th Engineer Combat Battalion supported the 319th Infantry
in this operation. Elements of the 24 Bn %19th Infaniry re-
‘lieved 1lst Bn 318th Infentrv in BOIS DE ST CLEHENT at 2015,

22 September 1944, "

R TR WO T

loving forward against heavv mortar and artillery fire
on the morning of 23 September 1944, the 24 and 34 Bans 317th
Infantry advanced eastward. Heavy enemv sm&ll arms and auto-
#  matic weapons fire from HILL 401, south of BRATTE, tempor-—
t B arily halted the advance. FHowever, pushing forward against
' this enemy fire, the 3d Bn took HILL 401 z2nd continued east-
ward towards HILL 418. At 1155, the 3d Bn was forced to dig
in on HILL 401. The 2d Bn moved to the left of the 3d.Bn
and occupied BOIS DE L& TREMBLOUSE, south of BRATYTE, at
1306. These positions were consolidated for defense.

T L

e

. The 1lst Bn 317th Infantry continued to mop-up scattered
E enemy groups in the BOIS DE CHAFITRE and BOIS DE EX RUMONIL.
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A road block south of LILLERY was also maintained by this
Battalion.

The 318th Infantry in conjunction with the 317th Infan-
try, attacked in the morning of 23 September 1944, The 34
Bn 318th Infantry moved out of the eastern point of BOIS DE
LA RULNICNT towards BRATYE and MT ST J¥AN. The 2d Bn followed
the 3d Bn in this advance. Thev continued to ac¢vance a-

. gainst moderate enemv opposition.

At 1055, the 3d Bn had advanced to the eastern edge
of BREATTE, while the 24 Bn moved to the western side of the
town. Small groups of enemy were cleared from BEATTE and
by 1215, both Battalions were northeast of the town and mov-
ing towuards their objectives. By 1615, the 2d Bn was on
its objective, the high ground south of IT ST JEAN (HILL
401). The 3d Bn occupied its objective, the woods LA HAIZE,
on the high ground west of [{0IVRCH.

"I" Company 318th Infantry, with elements on HILL 351
and in IIOREY, was ordered to seize BELLLAU and HILL %40.
One platoon ol riflemen and one platoon of automatic weapons
attacked HILL 340 at 1855 and bv 1945, the hill was taken,
A platoon occupied the hill and two sgquads occupied BELLEAU.

The lest Bn 318th Infantrv remained in Division Heserve
in the vicinity of LOiI8Y. One platoon of "A" Company re~
lieved the platdoon of "F" Company 319th Infantry at IA
FATAISE by 1200, 23 September 1944,

The 319th Infantry, protecting the north flank of the
Division on 23 September 1944, consolidated and held its
position. The 1lst Bn outposted LESHMENILS and occupied de-
fensive positions along the eastern edge. of FORET NE FACQ
to a point west of PORT-SUR-SEILLE. The 3d Bn occupied the
center sector of the Regimental Zone along the eastern edge
of PORET D& FACQ from the right flank of the lst Bn to a
point just west of BENICCOURT and north of the BOI3 DE ST
CLELENT. "F" Companv (minus one platoon) occupied BOIS DE
ST CLEMENL on the right of the Kegimental sector. "C" Com-

‘pany 305th Engineer battalion laid mines and booby traps

in the woods occupied by the 24 Bn.

The 317th Infantry continued on 24 September 1944 to
organize the ground gained the previous day and carried out
active patrolling to its front and flanks.

The 3d Bn, in position_on HILL 401, mouth of EBRATTE,
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was ordered on 24 September 1944 to occupv the LA HAIE RIDGE
northeast of BRATIE, between HILLS 357 and 360. The purpose

-~ of this move was to protect the right flank and rear of the

318th Infantry to its north. IA EAIE RIDGE had been occup-
ied by the 34 Bn 318th Intfantry the day before. Leading el-
ements of the 5d Bn were on LA HAIE RIDGE by 1200, 24 Sept-—
ember 1944. Patrols were sent eastward to LOIVRON where con-
tact was made with the enemv.

The 24 Bn (minus "G" Companv), meeting little enemy
resistance, moved from 30I5 D& LA TREMBLOUSE eastward to -
occupy HILL 418, the high ground southwest of VILLIRS-~-LES-
HIOIVRON. Contact was made with the 3d Bn 134tk Infantry
(35th Infantry Division) to the south. "G" Company moved

"at 1600, 24 September 1944 to the vicinity of BRALTE with

the mission of blocking hostile movement to the south from
SIVRY, which was still held by the enemy.

The 1lst Bn, having completed mopping-up operations in
BOIS DE CEAPITRE and BOIS DE LA RULONI, move on the morning
of the 24th to occupy the old positions of the 3d Bn north
of BRATTE. However at 1700, the 1lst Bn was ordered to move
to the vicinity of MOREY to protect the left flank of the
518th Infantry. At 1840, the lst Bn was moving along the .
northern edge of BOIS LU BUZION, south of MOREY and by 2030
had closed into the wviecinity of MOREY, taking up a defensive
position there. Elements of "I" Company 3%18th Infantry
were relieved on HILL 340.

At 0715, 24 September 1944, the 24 Bn 318th Infantry
attacked from its position (HILL 401) to secure LT ST JEAN.
The attack progressecd to a point about midway between HILLS
401 and 396 (the objective) against heavy enemy resistance,
but was then halted bvy hostile fire.

Launching a counterattack at 1020, 24 September 1944,
the Germans cut off "F" and "G" Companies in the saddle of
LT ST JEAN, leaving "E" Company on the northern edge of LA
HAIE RIDGE. -

The 3d Bn (minus "I" Company) moved from ites position
on LA HAIE RIDGE at 1050 to occupy tanis gap between "E" and
"F" Companies which was held by the ‘enemy. Hostile troops
were cleared from this area and at 1910, "F" and "G" Companies
withdrew from the saddle of MT ST JEAX to former positions
on HILL 407. The 3d Bn then moved to HILL 357, south of the
2d Bn. These positions were maintained for the night.
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The 1lst Bn remained in Division Reserve in the viecinity
of LCGISY. ' .

"I" Company 316th Infantrv was relieved bv elements of
the lst Bn 317th Infantry from its mission of holding LIOREY
and HILL 340. This company then reverted to vattalion con-
trol.

The 319th Infentry continued to organize its defense
sector. TFront lines along the Eastern edge of FORET DX
FACQ were boobv-trapped by "C" Company 305th Engineer Bat-
talion. "I" Companv relieved "K" Company from its position
on the southeastern edge of FORET DE FACL.

On 25 September 1944, the 317th Infantry maintained its
positions occupied the day before. The 3d Bn remained in
position on LA HAIE RIDGE, protecting the right flank and
rear of the 518th Infantry.

. The 2d Bn, on HITL 418, in conjunction with Combat Com-
mand "B" 6th Armored Division (which occupied the vicinity
of AREAUCOUET, east of VILLSRS-LES-KOIVREON), made prepar-—
ations to seize VILL:KS-LES-MOIVEON on 26 September 1944.

The 1lst En maintained its positions in the vicinity
of MOREY and HILL 340, protecting the left flank of the
518th Infantry.

At 0800, 25 September 1944, the 2d Bn 318th Infantry
launched another attack on T ST JEAN. "E" (Reinforced by
"K" Company) and "F" Companies led the assault. MG" Company
was held in Battalion Reserve., . The remainder of the 5d 3Bn
followed the 24 Bn in column. Heavy enemy résistance was
met and at 1175 the attack was halted. Intense enemy art-
illery barrages inflicted many casualties and vothe Bat-
talions withdrew to their former positions.

The lst Bn 318th Infantry remained in Division Reserve
in the viecinity of LOISY on 25 September 1944,

Zlements of the 5534 Division (German) occupying well
dug—in positions had the high ground on I TOULON and MT
ST JEAN. For the most part, enemy combat teams,. although
part of a larger organization, operated as independent units.
The replacement system used to reform these combat teams
relected the disorder into which the enemy organizations
had been thrown. Prisoners were identified from many var-
ied types of organizations. Units in contact were; elements
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of the 3d Panzer grenadier Division, 1119th and 1121st Pan-
zer Grenadier Regiments (55%d Division), 15534 AG Bn, 104th
Regiment of the 15th Fanzer Grenzdier Division, 5524 Regiment
of the 402d Infantry Division, 49th SS Panzer Grenadier
Brigade and the 1%2d Iniantry Division.

The 3519th Infantry continued to occupy defensive posi-

® tions on the north flank of the Division Zone. Contact

was made with the 5th Cavalrv Reconnaisance Troop in the
vicinity of LESHZNILS.

The 808th ©Tank Destrover Battalion, attached to the
80th Division, began relief of the 610th Tank Destroyver Bat-
talion on 0900, 25 September 1944, Relief was completed on
the 26th.

In conjunction with Combat Command "3" 6th Armored
Division, an attack on VILLIRS~-LE3-LOIVRCI and MOIVROL was
launched bv the 24 3n 317th Inientrv on the morning of 26
September 1944, TLeading elements of this Battalion were mov-—
ing along the railroad tracks north of LEYR at 0645. VILLERS-
LES-LOIVRON was capturecd from the scutheast, and the attack
was continued towards IIGIVRON.

At 1100, the ZDattalion met heavy opposition near the
railroad tracks soutineagt of LICIVRON. The enemy laid down
a terrific fire from heavy machine guns, mortar,.and art-
illery. TFighting continued throughout the early part of
that afternoon, but at 1405, the Battalion withdrew. De-
spite this withdrawal, artillerv fire continued to harass
our troops and by that evening, the 24 B3n withdrew to its
former position, HILL 418, southwest of VILLIRS-LES-iCIVROI.

During the night of 25-26 September 1944, the 3d Bn
317th Infantry relieved the 2d Bn 318th Infantry Lfrom its
position on HILL 407. The 24 Bn then moved to BOIS D& IA
TRELBLOUSE, south of BRATIE. -

Attacking T ST JEAY at 1000, 26 September 1944, the
3d Bn 317th Infantry encountered hesvy hostile resistance.
In the face ol continued organized enemy resistance, the
Battalion withdrew in the late afternoon 26 September 1944
to LA HAIE RIDGE, west of i0IVRONW.

The 15t 2n 317th Infantry, in position on HILL 340,

continued to defend that area from the highway northwest
of HILL %40 to the village of LELLEATU.
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Relieved from its position on RILL 407, on the night
of 25-26 September 13844, tie 24 ©n 318th Infantry took up
& pogition in BCIS D¥ L4 TREIBLOUSE, south of BRATIH, thus
protecting the rear of the 74 3n 317th Infuniry zgainst at-
tack from MCIVROKN and SIVRY.

The 3d Ban 31&th Infantry, occupving IA ZAIE RIDGE in
the early morning of 20 September 1944, wus orcdered to move
into Division Recerve in the vieinity of VILLE-AU-VAL. This
moveuent was completed at 1330, 26 September 1944.

The 1st Bn %18th Infantrv remained in Division Reserve
in the vicinity of LOISY on 26 September 1944.

The %19th Infantry, protecting the norih flank of the
Division from LESKENILS southward to include 30IS DE ST
CLELIERT, continued to organize and improve defensive posi-
tions. ’




