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HEADQUARTERS 80TH RECONNAISSANCE TROOP
APO 80 « U.S. Amy

31 January 1945

SUBJECT: Organization History.

TO $ mmnding Generel, 80th Infentry Division, APO 80, U.S.
Ye

le Original unit.

as 80th Cavelry Reconngissance Troop (Mechanized)

be 15 J‘uly 1948,

Ce Camp Forrest, Tennessee.

d. General Order, 80th Infantry Division.

6. Oadre for Troop was obtained from 8th Cavalry Reconne
aissance Troop with the remainder of the men being furnished by
Selective Service.

8. On 6 October 1942 the 80th Reconnaissance Troop was enlarged
to fom the 80th Cavelry Reconnaissance Squedron (Provisional)e The
change never became permanent snd on 7 November 1942 the Provisionel
SQuadron was disbanded end the organization became a Troop againe.

Teable of Organization 3-37, dated 15 July 1943, under which
the Troop is now operating, with Change 1, dated 15 September 1943,
reduced the Troop to its present strength.

3. Strength, commnissioned and enlisted: Officers RB{

as At beginning of period [ 143
be Net increase during period o 3
ce Net decrease during period 0 35
de At end of period 6 120

40 Stations:

1 Jenuary 1945 = BISSEN, Luxembourg (797335)
Map: France=Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ sheet
137. ,

1 Jenuary 1945 = MERSCHEID, luxembomrg (732428)
Map: Prance=Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ sheet
1&. :

18 Jenuery 1945 - GOESDORF, Luxembourg (730483)
Map: Frence~Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ sheet
123.

22 Jenuary 1945 = MERSCHEID, Luxembourg (733438)
Map: PFrance=Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ sheét
122,

83 Jenuary 1945 = WILTZ, Luxembourg (709530)

- Map: Frenoce=Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ sheet
122.

.
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23 January 1945 - ESCHWEILER, Luxembourg (719569)
: lllg: France~Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ shest

36 Jenuery 1945 = WILWERWILTZ, Luxembourg (757558)
» b{gg: Frence-Belgium 1/50,000 WILTZ shset

88 January 1945 - FISCHBACH, Luxembourg (885386)
Mlggz France=Belgiun 1/50,000 WILTZ sheet

Se¢ Marches.

- Departed BISSEN, Luxembourg, (last reported loecation on
Decenber 1944 report) at 1330A 1 Jenuery 1945. Arrived MERSCHEID,
Luxembourg, 1330 1 January 1945. Distance travelled nine (9) miles.

Departed MERSCHEID, Luxembourg, at 0800 18 Janusry 1945.
Arrived GOESDORF, Luxembourg, 0800, 18 January 1945 Distance trave
elled six (6) miles.

Departed GOESDORF, Luxembourg, at 1000 32 Jenuary 1945.
Arrived MERSCHEID, Luxembourg, at 1130 28 Jsnuary 1945. Distance
travelled six (6) miles.

Departed MERSCHEID, Luxembourg, at 1600 22 Janusry 1945.
fs‘rggd WILTZ, Luxembourg, at 1900 33 Jenuary 1945. Distance travelled
68.

Departed WILTZ, Luxembourg, at 0600 33 January 1945. Arre
ived ESCHWEILER, ILuxembourg, at 0800 23 January 1945. Distance
travellsd five 15) miles.

Departed ESCHWEILER, ILuxembourg, at 1700 26 January 1945.
Arrived WILWERWILTZ, Luxembourg, at 1900 26 Jenuary 1945. Distance
travelled five (5) Milss.

Departed WILWERWILTZ, ILuxembourg, at 1430 28 January 1945.
Arrived FISCHBACH, Luxembourg, at 1830 28 Jenuary 19845. Distance
travelled 35 miles.

Condition of roads:
Throughout the period heavy snows hempersd road traffic
consideradbly, necessitating constsnt use of dozers. At times drifts
were 30 deep that passsge was impossible.

Weatheax:

Continuous snow fall through the period hampered oper-
ations to a great extent, restricting movement and obserwvation. Ex-
trene cold made conditions quite uncomfortable with many men suffer-
ing with frost-bitten feet and colds.
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6e OCampaigns:
eée Neane - Battle of Germany.
b. Duration - 15 September 1944 to - (date unknown)
¢. Purpose - To oconquer Gemasany.
de Authority ordering - Supreme Hesdquarters Allied Exped-
itionary Porce.

7. Battles:
(See attached narraetive account of action)

8¢ Commanding Officers in important engagements:

ae Battle of Germany.

be CAPT. PAUL Lo SiITH, 0-1030419, cazmanding 80th Reconne
eisssnce Troop.

¢e 1ST LTy MAX E. MOE, 0=-399172, executive officer 80th
Reconnaissance Troop (also handles S=1, S=2, S=3, S=4 functions).

d. 1ST LT. PHILIP He WAGNER, 0=1032403, platoon leader lst
Plgtoon 80th Reconnaissance Troop.

6. 1ST LT. GEORGE P. RORK, 0-528682, platoon leader 3nd Plat=-
oon 80th Reconnalssance Troop.

fo 1ST LT MERRILL Je CAMP, 0-1030131, plntoon leader 3rd
Platoon 80th Reconnaissance Troope.

g 1ST LT. EUGENE P. RAUSEY, 0-1033732, liaison offiocer
80th Reconna issance Troope.

9+ Losses in Aotion, Officers and IM:

as Engagament: Battle of Germeny.

be Names:
Cpl Robert N. Wilcox, 39845560
Tec 5 Carl W. Hunt, 35313342
Pfo Carl We Shelor, 33313209
Tec 4 Paul Je. Clousaer, 33185054
Pfc George NMI Sclwwindt, 20334862
Pfe James He Snith, 36410001 :
Tec 5 Robert Je Oostdyk, 15105056
Sgt Paul F, Stadsr, 15105038
Sgt George NMI Brassington,33348435
Pfc Sheldon J. Engebretson, 37554185
Prfec Thanas Fo Fanning, 33061869
Pvt Silas 0 Cosby, 35358857
Pfc Eugene NI Elrod, 34710900
1ST LT. MERRILL Je CAf(P, 0-1L030131

oce Killed in Aotion:
Cpl Robert Ne Wilcox, 5 Jenuary 1945, Esch sur Sur, Luxe

aabourge

Teoc 5 Carl W. Hunt, 5 January 1945, Esch sur Sure, Lux-
embourge.

Pfo Carl We Shelor, 23 January 1945, Enscherange, Luxem
bourge.
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de Wounded in Aotion, Injured in Action:

Teoc 4 Paul J. Clouser, 5 January 1945, Esch sur Sure, Lux-
eabourge. '

Pfc George NMI Schwindt, 5 Jamusry 1945, Esch sur Sure,
Luxembourg.
- Pfc Janes He Snith, 5 Jenunry 1945, Esch sur Sure, Luxem=~

urge

Pfo Charles A. Colburn, 5 Jenuary 1945, Esch sur Sure,
Luxembourge (not hospitalized)
" Tec S5 Robert J¢ Oostdyk, 11 January 1945, Goesdorf, Luxeu=
ourge

Pfo Wilmer Hs Dotson, 12 J-nuary 1945, Goesdorf, Luxem=
bourge (not hospitalized)

Teoc § Jerry T. Worthington, 11 Jsnurry 1945, Goesdorf,
Luxembourge (not hospitalized)

Cpl Alfonse Pe Araminas, 18 January 1945, Dahl, Luxeambourg.
(Mot hospitalized)

Pvt Kenneth V. Curren, 18 January 1945, Dahl, Luxenbourg,
(not hospitalized)

' Pfo Charles Ae Colburn, 17 Jenuary 1945, Dahl, Luxembourge.

(not hospitelized)

Sgt Paul F. Stader, 19 January 1945, Deahl, Luxembourge

Sgt George NMI Brassington, 23 Jrnuery 1945, vic Eschweiler,
Luxembourge.
Pfc¢ Sheldon J. Engsbretson, 33 Januasry 1945, vic Eschweller,

Luxembourge.
Pfc Thouas F. Fanning, 23 January 1945, vioc Eschweller, Lux-

enbourgs.
Pfo Glenn NMI Simms, 233 January 1945, vic Ensclweiler, Lux-
aabourge (not hospitalized) |
Teoc 4 Milton E. Beimler, ? Jenuary 1945, vic Esch sur Sure,
Luxembourge (not hospitalized)
Pvt Silas 0. Cosby, 1l Jenusry 1945, iierscheid, Luxembourge
Cpl James L. Rush, 12 January 1945, vioc Goesdorf, Luxembourg.
Pfo Lloyd E. Wilson, 12 Jenuary 1945, vic Goesdorf,

luxembourge (not hospitalized) .
Pfc JeDo Belt, 16 Jenuary 1945, vic Goesdorf, Luxembourgs

Pfoc Bugene NMI Elrod, 19 Janusry 1945, Dahl, Luxembourg.
1ST LT. MERRILL J. CAMP, 34 Jsnuary 1945, Eschweiler,

Pfec Glenn NMI Simms, 16 Jenuary 1945, vic Dshl, Luxembourg.
(not hospitalized)
e Missing in Action:
none
fs Taken Prisonsr:
none

Luxembourge
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10. Pormer and present members who have distinguished them=

selves in Aotion.

o Engagenent « Battle of Geranye.

bo Names:

Frank Jo Lenner, Cpl, 35313316y Awarded Silver Star
#ﬂard for gallantry in action on 31 August 1944 near Nettanoourt,
Tance.

Robert Je. Oostdyk, Tec 5, 15105056, Awerded Bronze Star
Medel for heroioc achievement in Frsnce on 89 November 1944.

Howard Je. Jeschke, Sgt, 15105138, Awarded Bronze Star
Medal for heroic achievesent in France on 24 Novanber 1944.

Willis A. Ogburn, Pfc, 33213317. Awarded Bronze Star
Medal for hsroic achievement in Frence on 5 November 1944.

Robert J. Marks, Sgt, 33197761l. Awarded Bronze Star Medal
for heroic achisvenent in France on 5 December 1944.

George NMI Brassington, Sgt, 33348425. Awarded Bronze
Star Medal for heroic echievemnent in France on 5 December 1944.

Ernest He Guum, Pfo, 33213090, Awsrded Bronze Star Medal
for heroic schievement in France on 34 Septenber 1944.

Lawrence NMI Gular, S Sgt, 13007974 Awarded Bronze Ster
Medal for heroioc echievenent in France on 22 November 1944.

Lohnen M. Bailey, Cpl, 376553743. Awarded Bronze Star
Medeal for lr rolc aschievenent in Frence on 84 September 1944,

Charles L Hershberger, Pfc, 33278097. Awarded Bronze
Star ifedeal for heroic achieveauent in France on 31 August 1944.

Janes Je Gerrity, Pfc, 33348155. Awarded Bronze Ster
Medal for heroic achievement in Frence on 31 August 1944.

Reuben We Anderson, Pfc, 39183636. Awarded Bronze Star
Medsgl for heroic achievement in France on 31 August 1944.

Thones F. Fanning, Pfc, 32061869 Awarded Bronze Star
for heroic achievenent in France on 25 November 1944.

Edward P Kemmrath, Cpl, 36612199 Awarded Bronze Star
Medal for heroic achievement in France on 14 October 1944,

Paul F. Stader, Sgt, 15105038. Awarded Bromze Star for
heroic achievement in France on 24 November 1944.

Cecil Go Stiles, S Sgt, 13017961, Awarded Bronze Star
for meritorious service in Frsnce 6 November 1944 to 1 January 1945.

Milton E. Beimler, Tec 4, 33326040, Awarded Purple Heart
for wounds received in sotion on 7 January 1945.

Williem Je Ratsch, Pfc, 33608628 Awarded Furple Heart
for wunds received in soction on 10 January 1945.

Silas 0. Cosby, Pvt, 35358857. Awarded Purple Heart for
#njuries received in action on 11 Jenusry 1945.

Lloyd B. Wilson, Pfc, 33278376, Awarded Purple Heart for
injuries received in action on 11l January 1945.

Robert J. Oostdyk, Tec 5, 15105056 Awarded Purple Hesrt
for wounds received in sction on 11 January 1945.

e S e
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. Wilner He Dotson, Pfo, 34390708, Awaerded Purple Heart for
wounds received in sction on 11 Jeanuery 1945.
Charles A. Colburn, Pfo, 356184660, Awarded Purple Heart for

wounds received in sotion on 17 January 1945.
Eugene NI Elrod, Pfc, 34710900, Awerded Purple Heart for

wounds received in action on 18 Januery 1945,
Kenneth V. Curren, Dvt, 35408893, Awarded Purple Heart for

wounds received in aotion on 18 Jsnuery 1945.
Alfonse F. Aramines, Cpl, 33335869. Awarded Purple Hesrt

for wounds received in aoction on 18 Jsnusry 1945.
Paul F. Stader, Sgt, 15105038 Awarded Purple Heart for

wounds reoceived in aotion on 19 Janusry 1945.
George NMI Bressington, Sgt, 33348435. Awsrded Purple Heart

for wounds received in action on 23 Janurry 1945.
Sheldon J. Bngebretson, Pfoc, 37554185. Awarded Purple Heart

for wounds received in sotion on 33 Jenuary 1945.
Thones Fe Fanning, Pfo, 32061869 Awarded purple Heart for

wounds received in sction on 33 Janusry 1945.
James Les Rush, Cpl, 33313353 Awaerded Purple Heart for

wounds received in action on 11 Jenuery 1945.
Jerry T. Worthington, Tec 35, 34313477. Awarded Purple Heart

for wounds receilved in action on 11 Jsnusry 1945.
Glenn NMI Simms, Pfc, 35795685 Awarded Purple Heart far

wounds received in action on 16 Januesry 1945.
Glenn NMI Simms, Pfc, 35795685. Awsrded Purple Heart (Oek
Leaf Cluster) for wounds received in action on 28 Janurry 1945.

10. Photographs of Personnel, importent scenes or eventse.
None.

(;;;/) , 3 i;'

PAUL L. SMITH
Captein, Cavalry,
Commandinge
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NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF ACTION:

As the 80th Division continued to occupy defensive positions
along the southern benks of the Sure River on 1 January 1945, the
80th Reconnaisssnce Troop was employed on the left flank, maintain-
ing contect with elements of the 26th Division of the XX Corps.

Elements of less than battslion strength hed crossed the river
on the Division's extreme left flank and were holding finnly to
their small bridgehesds A gep, however, existed between these
forces and units of the adjscent Division and the Troop fommed an
outpost line from Buderscheld southeast toward the river to olose
the holes The lst and 2nd Plstoons set up OP's on the high ground
sauth of Buderscheid, comwend ing an excellent view to the north end
northesste The 3rd Platoon divided its sections at Isch sur Sure
and Heiderscheid and cerried on ligison between the 80th and 26th
Divisions through their radiose.

As the period opened enany activity wes limited to patrolling
with heavy artillery and nebelwerfer barrages continuously harrasse
ing our front lines and towns occupied by our troops. The key high
ground south of the Wiltz River was heavily defended by Geraan
infentry and much activity was reported in Goesdorf, Dahl and Nochere.
Patrols from the lst and 2nd Platoons developed uany of these pos=
itions on 3 Jenuary 1945 and confinned informustion as to the strength
of enany in the three townse Night patrols from the 1lst Platoon
worked slong the road running from Buderscheid to Nocher on 4
Jenuary 1945 snd picked up considerable enany wovenent in and north
of the village.

Operations within the Division remained somewhat static from
1l January 1945 to 5 January 1945, consequently the Troop's disp-
osition remained unohanged through that period. Only diffioculties
encountered were the continuous atrillery and nabelwerfer fire
which on 5 January 1945 struck the house at Esch sur Sure in which
the 2nd Platoon was billeted, killing three men and wounding five
otherse The extreme cold and continuous snows also wreaked havoc
with Troop personnel, several of them suffering froa severe colds
and frost bltten feet.

The attack of the 319th Infentry on Gossdorf & December 1945
enlarged the Division's bridgehesd oonsiderably and the Troop was
immediately assigned the task of maintaining contect with edvance
headqusrters of the regiment and elements of the 26th Division.
Accomplishment of the mission was effected through the use of one
section at each of the headduarters concerned, using radio comm-
unicetions The Troop was given an pdfiitionel mission of prevente
ing possible eneny infiltretion toward the vital bridge st Heider=-
soheidergrund and the 3rd Plstoon set up s road block north of
that position, protecting the approach with dismounted machine
guns supported by 37am AT gunse. No enewy action, however, resulted

throughout the daye
On 7 Jenuary 1945 the Troop established an outpost line froa
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Buderscheid eastward to a point where elements of the 319

were dug in near Dahle The 2nd Platoon set up an OP easttgrlgsggﬁfy
soheid, sltuated sections in Dehl end Buderscheid and ran periodic
mounted patrols through the three points. This plan provided ade=-
Quate protection for the sres assigned the Troope Again no enemy
activity was encountered in the ifumediate zone but considerable
eneny information was picked up by the OP and reported to higher
headquarterss The 1lst Platoon set up n road block protecting the
approach to the 319th Infantry's bridgehend nlong the Sure River on
the dame dete and the 3rd Plntoon, less onec section which was attache
ed to the 1lst Platoon, supplimented signel connunicetion between the
317th Infentry and the 319th. Operations were seriously hendicapped
by the heavy snows which raged through the section, limiting vise~
ibility and tying up ronds. Extremsly lov temperatures also affecte
ed personnel of the Troop as they carried out the same missions
until 17 Jenusry 1945, The only chr nge effected between 7 Jenuary
1945 and 17 Jenuary 1945 was relief of the lst Platoon at their rosd
block on 10 Jenuary 1945 by the 3rd Platoon which had previously
beén relieved of their radio contect mission earlier in the dsy.

The 1lst Platoon went into Troop Reserve st Bissen.

On 15 Jsnuary 1945 & ten msn patrol ettempted to reach the
eneny 79th VG Division CP nesr Gosbelsnuhle with the mission of raid-
ing the headquarters but was forced to return after pensetrating
enemy lines to a point 500 yards west of the Sure Rlver due easst of
Dahl. Nevertheless considersble ememy inforumstion was developed by
the night patroly A second attempt was made t0 rerch the enemy CP
on the following night but agrin the demse enemy defenses prevented
ocrossing of the river.

The Troop was attached to the 319th Infentry on 17 January 1945
as that regiment prepared to attack north and seize Nocher, ths
apparent hinge of the enemy line south of the Wiltz River. stiff
resistence was met but doughboys of the regiment cleared the town
by 1500 17 Janusry 1945 snd the Troop took over the mission of
protecting the flanks and meinteining contact on both sides. The
1lst Platoon set up northeest of Dehl, opereting en OP end maeintaine-
ing contact with periodic patrols to I Compeny in Nocher and the
lst Battelion on Hill 500 and Dahl. The 3rd Platoon set up on the
left rlsnk, outposting between Dahl and Nocher snd physically conte
aocting K Campeny et reguler intervels. Two rosd pastrols were cond-
ucted by the 2nd Platoon, one fran Goesdorf to Nocher and snother
from Dahl to Buderscheid where the sdjacent Division's flank was
ocontaocteds The operstion agnin wes haupered by the heavy snow and
extreme colde Enemy sctivity wss considersble, heevy mortar, artille
ery and nebelwerfer fire hitting platoon positions throughout the

erliod.
P The generasl withdrawal of enemy foroes to the north of the
Wiltz River and east of the Clerf River was observed by the lst
Platoon OP who directed and corrected artillery on the mass movement
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to the easte The Troop suffered several casualties during the phass,
several due to mines and meny due to weather oconditions. 4 platoon
of D Compeny, 702nd Tenk Battalion was sttached to the Troop but was
kept in moblile reserve and used to outpost Goesdorf. The Troop
completed their attechment on 23 Jrnuery 1945.

With a genersl withdrawal of Germasn forces frou the area east of
Wiltz on 33 Jenuary 1945 occuring, the Troop wes immedistely essigne
ed a task of establishing contact with enemy elements and reconn-
oltering the erea to Wilwerwiltz. A4ll three platoons were engeged,
and elthough held up by blown bridges east of Wiltz, they moved
without enemy contact into Esclweiler by 0400 23 Januery 1945 Task
Foroce Talbot was fomed dy the Division on that date snd the Troop
atteched to it. The platoons moved out at 0800 23 Jenuary 1945 in
the legd of Task Force Talbot and with the mission of reconnoitering
to Wilwerwiltz, crossing the river end continuing to Bockholze. The
advence went uninterrupted to a point 400 ysrds west of the Clerf
River but hsavy enemy artillery and mortar fire helted the column.
OP's were established at once amd numerous gun positions, entrenche
ments and seweral tanks were spotted on the high ground eest of the
River. Nebelwerfer fire inJured four menbers of the Troop snd
another was killed when a 1l0=men patrol, moving Into Enscherange
to scout the village, ren into heavy machine gun and small srms fire.
The cold weather again took its toll smong personnel of the Troop,
several being evacuated through the next fowr dayse.

Division infentry elements met stiff resistence along the river
line but broke through on 35 Danusry 1945 and the plestoons moved
aocross later that dey with the mission of protecting the north flenk
and contacting elanents in the sdjacent zone, Both platoons complied
with the mission, screening the left flank and making contact with
the 10lst Infantry 26th Division east of Drauffele On 26 January
1945 the mission was altered and both flenks of the zone were ordered
screeneds The lst Platoon operated on the north, running periodic
patrols along the roed running erst out of Dresuffel and the 3and
Platoon ren patrols fram Lellingen eastwsrde A six-uan patrol of
the lst Plastoon entered Munshesusen shortly before dark on the 36th,
cleared the town end captured 31 prisonerse No other eneny contact
was reportede.

As the Division was relieved on 28 January 1845, the Troop
assenbled in Wilwerwiltz end merched in aduninistretive convoy to
Fischbache In Difision Reserve, the Troop conducted rehabilisation
of personnel and serviced sll wenpons and vehicles throughout the

renainder of the monthe

(v/4u4¢4af<c$;4a¢{
PAUL L. SMITH
Captain, Cavalry,
Conmanding.



