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A Headquarters to which assigned or attachedl
goth Infantry Division.

& liﬂ- d =
:. ::t:nh:d - 319th Infantry Reglaent froa 17-81 February 1945.

B. Location of Command Postal

C. Supporting or attached units:

1 as ‘Two platoons Coapeny D, 708nd Tank Battelion froam X6-87
h‘hmr‘f 1“’-

D« Mdissions, gensral desoription of general plan of action and
disoussion of details of execution; ocommunicationsi

The B0th Reconnalssance Troop was still vislon Rezerve

et Fischbech, Luxeubourg, menthe : Rigorous treining,
asintenanse of equipment snd rehabilitation of perscnnel was being
condusted by the Troop as the A0th Division continued to cooupy
defensive positions mlong the west benk of the Our and Sauer Rivers
betwesn Bsttel and Bollendorf, Luzeabourg.

Prior to the 80th Division's first attack amcross the Oerman
frontier the Troop planned and executed ssveral night patrols soross I

the Our River into the forward defenses of the Siegfried Line. The
patrols consisted of eight men. Plan was to effect s orcssing éa
wﬂﬂﬂ rubber beat and use a ocable attached to sach snd of the
t to tow it back snd forth mcross the river. Two wen wers left
o esoh bank of the river to protest the boat and provide support in
:uul of an smergency while the four reasining aan conducted a reo= '
llﬂilunﬂ into eneay positions. ‘The first patrol scheduled on '
-':m“!-“lll unsuccessful in amking a orossing dus to the 1
o0 Waters and ice floess Two patrols wers oparated on
En“ end one succesded in rea the sast bank south o -
hilﬂnrfm 4 943434). Believed to be the first within the 80th Dive
1eion oo r:unh Gerwan soil, the patrol pioked up considerable pos=
are !:nt.!.nn on eneay defenses despite adverss conditions.
® desp penetration into the defenses was not effected,
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lone the river bank wers developed, ainefields

:E:::::EE:;,IP’IE:E.:ME looated ;;d I:%:r aoveasnt dete t:ﬂ:FEn
the night o

MOTS PN SEGes npm::ﬂﬂ::“ the rivers Information gathered on

only one was able ot a
¢ 'S Pabruary was confirmed by the patro ol orosse

tgatﬁﬁﬁa: point southeast of Hoesdorf. Pressncas of the patrol

= foroes and thres meabars ware lnjured by a

was deteoted by hostlle
rire near the amssaably polnt.
ey g e of vehioles and ejquipasnt

The Troop continued maintenanocs
throughout the pericd I=7 Fetrusry and SEEnFsbrusryjlafter a con-
tingent of 28 reinforcesents were asaigned to the organizstion,
sterted a thorough training scheduls for ths new aen. Eaphasls
wa= placed on reconnalsssnos taotios, use and firing of weapons

and vehioular instruotion. The training of these personnel, who
had previocusly undergone infantry baslo ocourses in the states, was
sonsifarsd essentisl and beneficial to the smooth operation of

The prograa ocontinued until the Troop

platoons in future missions.
left Division Reserve and went into an smotive status in the line

on 18 Pebruary lO85.
Tha 80th Division launched a coordinsmted night attack on 99
2 Decaaber 1945, crossed the Our and Seuer River against slight res=-

* 4stence and penetrated the forward positions of the Siegfried Line.
Subsequent attamcks expanded the bridgshead despite fieroe opposition
but bridging operations were lapeded by the s trong river currents
intensified by steady rainfesll and heavy eneny artillery zeroed in
at the crossing sites. The Troop reamained in its reserve status but
used one platoon to establish a division obsarvation post at
985418 near Bigelbach. A ainor aiseion of reconnocitering the road
nstwork within the Division zone was given the Troop om Fabruary
and wa ocoapleted before 1300 that dete by the 3rd Platoon. OCon-
dition of wost roads were excellent aslthough several spots wers
glhimidirlut obeervation of eneay forees on the high ground east of

s river.
Two additional OP's were established by the 8nd Platoon onglhih
one northeast of Ammeldingen at 984414 and another at
#87434 on the Division's right flank near Blesdorf. Both were maine-
tained, in sddition to the one at 936413, until AP PESFEESY.
Observetion was extremely limited st tlaes beocsuse of low cellings
m occasionsl reins but neverthaless = eat deal of positive
orustion wasspotted mnd reported to higher hesadquarters. The

use of eneay suoke also mffected visibility, especially in low
area® along the river,
o m:i 8 teaporary lull in the offensive the 80th Division
e :L a' attack on L7 Mebrusry and expanded the bridgehead farther
i e d Slefgried Line defenses, uJoving north snd northeast,

e :d l;- Division broke resistence within the immediate ares

$o ths B firuly their foothold in Germany, The Troop was attached

ot o . Ft]hrurnruntrr Regiment on Fﬂr and took up defensive
relioving tho £y o0 West bank of Our River south of Bettel,
soaparat 6 Slst Aruored Infantry Battalion whioh cooupied the
e :.bir quiet mons for seversl weeks.
6 platoons were used on line, each taking over a seotion
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fended by a company of the araored battallion. Since
E:Eﬁ;:nlgtg.nf the Troop A4id not permit as dense a defense as
hmd besn set up by the relleved unit, the Troop set up positions
along the high ground guarding the approsches to the zone with
1ight machine guns supported Egiﬂm @wortars. jrt“ii}:rr ﬂ:u;:;

& planned; prov ng neocessary protes n
e e %, however, was reported with r

terrain features. NO esnmay contac
f a sanll skimalsh with two sneany stragglers un=
The sxsap e Considerable inforastion was

red Bettal by the lst Flatoon.
::;;rtnd f:.Ilu-n:-nun.u;n;l:f.nu1.' the operstion on ensay and friesndly aoctivity

to the sast of the river as Division TTroops sontinued the attack to

“he north and northeast toward the Prua River. Poslitions of the
thres platoons were aoved forward to the west bank of ths river at
1400 B0 February to prevent infiltration of the eneay into the zons
durinz an attack froa Obsrsgegen westward toward the rlver. HNo

s pressurs on the pocket due

sontact developed from the infentry’
east of the Troop's positions but 337 prisoners were takhn by the

sttecking foroes from the area in thelr suprise westward assault.
Throughout the period contact was aaintsined with the 38th Cavalry
Squadron operating in the zone adjacent to the Division's left flank.
Coamunioation within the Troop was by telephone, wires being strung
to sach forward outpost. The Troop was relleved of the aission and

ettachaent to the 319th Infentry on &1 February.
The Troop orossed the German border at Walleadorf at 1430 21

February and imaediately took up an assigned alssion of protecting
the Division's left flank betweean Roth and Obersgegen, rellev
elsments of the 53rd Aruored Infantry who had taken pn:itiunll:gm
that line after an advance northward along the river. Two platoons,
the lst and 8nd, were used to outpost the area and maintain contact
with the 6th Cavalry Group who were woving northeast on the Division's
north. The Troop asintained the defensive line until 335 February and
reported no eneay contact and little hostile activity. Contact was
maintsined on 33 Pebruary with B Troop 88th Cevalry in Beuter, A
Troop 38th Cavalry in Bersoheid and the 319th Infantry in Obersgegen.
Physical contaot was effeoted by periodic mounted patrols and -
unication was ocarried out through normal radio nets of the Tr
The Troop was relieved of the sontact mission at (180070
-.m“ Iy and assigned a wission of reconnaissance to the north and
m:nm_m"f from 8inspelt with ths objective of meeting elements of the
P slon moving south and east along the Prum River. Plan was
55 M:Pt:i:h two seotions of the 3rd Platoon northward by rear arsas
- t-luirqt. hesdquarters of the advenoing divislion and report rafron
e Weme t:““P' through radio comamunicstion to the 3nd and Iz FPlatoons
DOREaes war 'ﬂld'k northeast toward Fisohbmoh and Philippsweiler.
the 90th mg & at 1000 85 Pebruary.et EKrautscheid and loocation of
e3d R24 Pla ion's forward eleuents lumediately reported. The lat
routas. m:u? left Sinspelt at 0600, mwov northeast along planned
soattered ot Platoon's advance went uninterrupted sxocept for
the most .“E: resistence of no consequence and at 1800 they met
outherly elements of the 90th just west of Fhilippewellar.
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latoon, working a route east of the lst Platoon's
ﬂ:tfngf.ﬁnn“, proossded to Konigsberg, ocleared the town end
gohtinued to the hizh ground northwest of Altscheld. Reslstanca
in foree was met at that point at 1600 and the platoon baoked offT,
set up defenkive positions and awaited the spproach of Division

lasents.
m'“ﬁﬂiﬂg the day elements of the 4th Armoresd Division, in an
attmoF eastward, soapped enaay resistence and moved scross the
Nius River to out the iaportant road running northward from Bite
1 withdrawal of aneay foreea from the area wWas

burgs A genera
erident and on B8 Februsry the Troop was ordered to eross the
to ths north. The snd

Prua Eiver and develop eneay positions

Platoon moved to Blersdorf, contacted eneay elesents and although

unable to move forward, kept theam under observationm until friendly
-rininit.r. In the snsuing firs-fight the

infantry reachad the

platoon took 18 prisoners. The lst FPlatoon moved northeast of
Eittersdorf where they contaoted forward elesents of the 4th Ara=
ored Division and msintsined contesct With them aPter being unable

to move farther because of the road ocongestion csused ty the
At 1800 the 3rd Platoon made contact with CCB

advancing ocolumnns.

of the 4th Armored and the 6th Cavalry Group, conducting lisison

with both groupss Two platoons of light tanks of D Company 708nd
Tank Battalion wers attached to the Troop at 1800 for operations

on the following daye.

The Troop received the task of orossing the Nims River to
conduct an ares reconnaisssance between the NIM-Ehlen and Kyll
Rivers north of dstzen. The lat Platoon, reinforced by a platoon
of light tanks, orossed the river but were unable to proocesd
farther due to elements of COB 4th Aramored engaging eneay
forees in the area vioinity 030585. The #nd and 3rd Platoon
attempted to eoross at Rittersdorf, but sgain priority of friendly

The Troop

armor kept them from reaching the assigned seotor.
was relieved of the mission at 1600 and ordered to maintain cont=

mot with the advanee srmored unitss The 3rd Platoon took over
the task, woving up to relieve ths lst Platoon which went in
'h'l:ﬂll‘ Reserve plong with the 8nd at Niesdarweidingen. Both
,t. '15:331 of light tanks were relieved of attachaent to the Troop
;llt-u-nn ::dtgnuﬂld to an asseably arcs at Sinspelt. The 3rd
i pﬂ:ﬂ.m their contaot mission throughout the remalinder
At the olose of the period the Troop OP and the lst and and
Platoons were in Niederweidingen, the ::3 being the only elemént

active.
ol &7 e

MAX E. MOE
lst Lt., Cavalry
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SECTION I1

FERIOD? 1=7 February 1940
MAPS: GERLANY 1/85,000
Sheets 6003, 6004, 6103, 6104

Eneny motivity along the Division front was negligible as the
foross held only one locality on tha west

od opened and hostila
it 3 Ssuer Rivers within the Division zone. That

bank of the Our an
town, Hoesdorf, was oleared by an infantry attack on /S FSEFUAFY 1048

that met only modsrate resistenoce.
Both the Our snd Ssuer Rivers rose considerably during the

lettar part of the previous period forming = foraidable obstacles that
hampersd orossing atteapts by friendly petrols. At one place the
River was nine feet sbove its normal stage. A

usually sasll Our
Proop patrol, however, succesded in making a crossing on 3 February
just southeast of Hoesdorf and dsveloped defanses slong the east

bank of the river which was thickly amined with AP, Shu Mines and
trip wires. Pillboxes on the high slopes overlookinzg the river wWere

manned in strength snd outposts were extremely alert during the

period, evidently expecting a crossing in force by our Infentrys

Eneny artillery during the period wes moderate. considerable moves=
aent behind the first line of defenses could be detected by aP's
established on the high ground west of the river although visiblility
during the period was affected considersbly by continuous fogs, rain
and sacke soreens set down by the enemy. The use of smoke by the
eneay Wwas exrtensive, hughe aucke pots being set off in the low terrsin
malong the river *ruﬁc:-' to foram an affactive seorean.

PERIOD: 7488 POUrusty 1645
MAPS: GERMANY 1/25,000
.':l;_;:t- 5903, 5904, 5905, 6003, 6004, 6005, 6103, 6103,

The init esssult of Division infantry soross the river at
0200 7 February Was met by only light resistence in the form of suall
Iﬁl and machine gun fire but as the enemy became aware of the orossing
. :.'l concentrations were lLunedistely intensified, heavy artillary,
':m‘ l;h;ﬁ: ::::'i"ﬂfhﬂ“ felling stemdily. Resistence grew stiffer
uulunmg tﬁlbrﬁnﬁuz-t several sosll scmle counter sattacks repulsed
dg operations were impeded by the high swift waters of the
z;ﬁd“ }::‘ next four deyss Heavy ertillery concentrations st the
he g altes mlso held ui construction of a heagy=traffic bridge.
1 “lﬂlrt“ni:n&h.ggad to reslst fiercely from pill boxes whiech coversd
My i o ® areas. udinefields were nunerous and espacially
e, Triﬂdtdintu viecinity of pillboxaes.
oops, however, continued &0 advanocs and seoure thelr

ciin p




pridgehead with resistence decreasi stendlily. B:.rw

Rohrbach was cleerad and artillery fire was notliceably decreasing in

intenkity. Approxiastely 100 prisonars were taken in the biggest haul
bridgehead was established., The new type SHetzer™ assault

sipos the
was enployed in ensay defenses to a great extent,

As the Troop was nssigned the mission of occcupylng defensive
positione along the west bank of the Our River south of Bettel om i8
February the bridgehend had been enlarged and firmly established. 1In
an sssault north in fromt of the Troop's positions, Division infantry
took 286 prisoners and cleared Korperioh, Enzen, "Selusnich and Obers=
egen on 30 FebsuaFy,)oetohing the meay in & trap agsinst the river.
'%hun driving westward from Obersgegen, the infantry pushed to the Our
River end oleared the pocked they had oreated by thelr rapid adwvances
to the r rth, taking 369 prisonerss Six tanks were slso destroyed by

infantry troops on that date.
By the ' the eneay was conduocting = general with=

arawal of the ares, fighting a resreguerd sotion. Resisting flerely,
these elesents fought until elther gaptured or destroyed. At the
olose of the period it appeared that the eneay was goaplataly dis=
orgsnized by our sttacks and were making an affort to withdraw east

of the Eyll River. .

Aay . oo
MAX E« MOE
lst Lt.,; Cavalry,
S=8 Offloer
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Foow T
i I - An effort wes asde during the period to inec
:j",';ﬂ;nd palatability of hot meels served to the ﬂraur:r:u:::
a0 yed on tactical aissionse To effect desired result, an sddit=
f;;;l'n-nhlf of BB™ rations were drawn snd eaphssis plsced by the
gitohen orew Oor proper snd testy preparstion of same, Some Aiffe-
{oulty was encountered in keeping the meals waru over sufficiently
long periods to reach the pletoonss This condition wes howeter
largely inavoldable inmsnuch as it is extreamely diffioult to uinuhu
the platoon positions st the time when the mesls arrived st the
respective platoon positions. No difficulty was experienced during
this period in sending meals to operating units inesauch as the

situstion was coaparative - steble.

Class ITI = No great difficulty was encountered during thes pariod
in proourexsnt of iteas of Cleass II supplies. All requisitiomsd iteas
have been received with minimum delaye. Coamplete issue of Shoeepacs
however, had not at the end of the period been coapleted. It is felt
that due to rainy weather and resultant moddy condiftions, coapletion
of issue of Shoe=pacs is desirable. It is thought advisable that

this organizetion snd siallar organizations be smllowed full issue
of coabat suits. Constant mounting snd disaounting from wehicles and

extenslve foot=pmtrolling recessitate freedom of wovement which is
not possible when wearing overcoats or asckinaws,

Class III = The proourement of fudl has offersd no prodblaa, In=
esauch as the situstion hes been comparatively static during the
period, fuel consuaption has not been excessive. One complete filling

of fuel tanks will normally suffice for two dsys operation.

Ordnsnce = Repeir end replacement of vehicles and parts has been
light during the period. The vehicles of this organization have been
in constant use for eight months and practically all vehicles will
reJuire replacenent or complete overhsul in the very mear future.

Signal - Several SCR 508 Radios of this orgenization bave been in
constant use except for comparstively short msintenance periods for
eight wonths. Some Aiffioculty hes been experienced in securing
replaceasnt for dynamotors for SCR 508, Inasuouch as this organization
depends upon the excellesnce of comaunication, =any delay in replacemant
of parts results in a decided lowerinz of combat effeciedoy.

Engineer - Supply of engineer equipament offered no probleam during
the perlod since needs have been practically nil,

Class V = During the period amuunition d li=
expenditures were neg
€ivle. The resupply of expended anaunition has not during tl» period

1%
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A muall ressrvs

prior to this period, offered a problem.
<upply of all types of suaunition is oarried to offset innediats

dazands of the using unit,
Three ald men attached to

Medical Supply and Evaocuation =
this orgenization are supplied through the Troop S-4. Casualtiag
to the nearest aid station,

are evaocuated by platoon wvehiola
Medioal supplies for the mid men have been obtained with a‘~iyum
delay.

= |
f/f’h; e A
MAYT E, MOE

lst Lt.
S-4 Offi

Cavalry,
gar




~TION IV

onnalssance

TABLE NUJMBER 1

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TTPE OF CASUALTY

(Pigures taken from Morning Report up to and ineole
uding 88 February 1945 for the period 1«38 Feb 45)

DATE EIA DOW WIA IIA MIA TOTAL RTD's
ZTeb 45 O 0 0 0 0 0 1 \
5 Feb 45 0 0 8 o 0 3  J
T Fab 45 0 0 0 o 0 o 1
19 Feb 45 0 0 0 0 0 o 1
81 Feb 45 0 0 ] 1 0 3 1
23 Feb 45 0 0 o 0 0 0 8
TOTAL 0 0 S 1 0 6 8




(BELE NUMBER 4

80th Reoonnsi:~ance Troop

PRISONERS OF WAR CAFPTURED

86 Teb 45 13

Total L1z




£ NUMBER 3

£0th Reconnaissa = roop

REEPLACEMENTS RECEIVED
(Ineluding Hospital Returnees)

Date Hos

2 Feb 45 1
3 Feb 45 1
4 Feb 45 1
& Feb 45 23
B8 Feb 45 1
10 Feb 45 s
11 Feb 45
14 Feb 45 4
19 Feb 45 p &
23 Feb 45 1
B34 Fet 45 2
TOTAL 30

0




iLE NIL(BER 4

bhlpbblobEhlbbbbk

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthomously)

Distinguished Service Cross

Silver Star (Posthumously)

Silver Star Medal

Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star Medal
Bronze Star (Posthumously)

Bronze Star

Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star Medal
Ar dedal

Oak Leaf Cluster to Alr Medal
Soldier'"w Medal

Purple Heart Award

(1st) Osk Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart Award
(2nd) Oek Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart Award

: %
:,l:;i > |
\J'Zg.; G i
MAX E. un;(‘“““
lst Lts, Cavalry,
Sel oer.




PAUL L. SMITH
Captain, Caval 7,
Comaa NZe
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