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SECTION I

A, Headquerters to liich sasirmed or obi-cho
a, 80th Infentry Livision.
b. #Attached 318th Inf. ntry Regilment fram

oo}
.

Locetion of Couunrnd Iostss

‘s

26 bec Ll to 31 Dec Ll

1 Dec 44 - LaChambre, lhiarienthal, 2 mi Sijwrienthal, France,

7 Dec 44 - Merlebach, France,

7 Dec L4 - Guising, Fronce,

9 Ded 44 - Etting, France,

S0 Dec 44 - Luxemboury, Luxepbourys, -
l Dec 44 - Hunsdorf, Luxcmbours.

3 Dec 44 - Bissen, Luxenbourg,

*28. Dec 44 - Schieren, Luxcuibarg.

31 Dec L), - Bissen, Luxembourg,
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Support.ing or attached wnits:

QHIOTHS
- (3

; v Company D, 702nd Tenk Bn from 27 Nov I to 2 Dec Lh.

Missions, general description of pgeneral plon of action and dis-

cussion of details of ciiecution; comrmunicriions:

As the period opened the Troop was still engized in an assigned.
mission of reconnaissance of the Uivision's right flenlt, Only one Flatoon,
the 2nd, was committed to action since the zone vinc not extensive enough to
warrant more, Flan of the Flatoon wes to reconnoiter mounted as far as '

possible, then dismount, establish OP's and pstrol

agrressively to the east,

leaving the Platoon vehicles and abtached tml in nob.Lle reserve, The
Platoon advanced with vchicles to o road junction just cast of HOSTE BAS and

- was forced to dismount by henvy cneqy [ive from the cnm‘; nnd northeast, ~ As

plonned, the Flatoon withdrew to CATIEL, sct up an OF north of that village
and operated three dismounted patrols into the eorea from which they had

received fire, Strong patrols of <icht to ten nen

were used, the men being

armed with submachine guns, 60mm mortars snd lisht mochine gunsa, Each patrol
took different routes to the northeasst, ecst ond southeast ond developed

many enenyy dinstallations, Communicctions was cerried on by messenger to the
Platoon CP 2nd by 506 radio from thsat point to Troov Headauorters at Marien-

thal,

The Flatoons rotatcd on 2 Jecember 194/ with the 1st Flatoon, prev-

iously in reserve at LaChambre, relieving the Znd,

Jite of the OP, however,

was changed and the lst set up ot Henriville in order tc avoid heavy artillery
that had been landing in the 2nd Il&etoon's vicinity throughout 1 December

194, Communicetion from the OP wes direct by 506
was able to successfully move thcir Armored Cur

radio since the Flatoon

neor the observetion post,

A secondaory mission of maintoining lisicon with the 5th Infaontry Division
was given the Troop at 1300 2 Decumber 194/ end onc scction of the 3rd Flatoon
was assigned the task, Inforimstion was releyed dircct by radio into Troop

Headquarters two miles west of lMarienthal.

R@lieved of the reconnaisssnce and liaison mission at 1200, 3 Dec-
ember 1944, the Troop was imnediately ordered to malntain contact Ul'bh the

2nd Battalion, 318th Infantry snd elements of the;
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ision driving
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north just east of the Uivision boundary which swung shorvly northward from
Puttelange toward Liorswach, Flrn wss to use thrce scctions of the lst
Flatoon, one with the advance elcrnents of both Infintry and Armor and one
section at 6th Armored Division Headiusrters, Radio contact was maintained
and very satisfactory results obtained through the use of voice, Advance

of both elements was so rapid by 5 December 194, that another Platoon was
conmitted to the mission, the six sections being divided through elements

of infantry and armor nearing e:ich other in the vicinity of the Division
boundary, - Flow of information to al1l headquerters concerned was facilitasted,

As resistenc in the immediate zone broke on /4 December 1944 the
Troop was ordered to reconnoiter in the northeast sector of the Division
zone which came to a point ot lLierlebach, Knovn to have been held strongly,
two Platoons were used in the nission, one to work due north from Farbers-
vill er and another eastward from the same villsge. One Flatoon remained in
contact with the 6th Armored Division and our Infsntry clements. The 3rd
Flatoon was ordered to move mounted toward the north, set up a FPlatoon CP
in Betting les St Avold and send out dismounted potrols into the high ground
to the northeast, This plan was feasible since vehicle movement above
Betting brought immediate observed enemy ocrtillery from batteries. evidently
located farther north in the 5th Division zone of advance, Foot patrols,
depending largely on stealth, worked their way into the high ground and
developed enemy positions, The 2nd Flatoon, working in vehicles, moved
eastward rapidly without contact and recached Kerbech. The 1st. Platoon,-
meanwhile, continued to report dispositions of friendly armor and infantry.
All communications was carried on by radio,

The Troop was reliwed of all missions on 7 December 1944 and went
into Division reserve at Merlebach. Operations from the period 7 December
1944 to 16 December 1944 werc confined to rehabilitation of nersonnel, main-
t ainance of motors, weapons and signzl equipment and, in addition, technical
training regarding signal security was conducted,

' With the Division moving into the 3rd Army's right flank on 17 Dec-
ember 1944, the Troop moved by admninistrative convoy to Guising on that date,
the 60 mile trip taking five hours to complete, Upon arrival in the sector,
the Troop received a mission of contacting elements of both flanks and out-
posting the Division zone in the ascipgned sector, One Flatoon was used on
each flank to develop the friendly situation and one Ilatoon held in reserve
at Rohrbach, By 18 Deccmber 1944 the lst Platoon, operating near Petits

Redering, had established contact with the 4/th Division, dispatching sections

with forward elements of thet unit, The 2nd Flotoon contacted elements of
the &7th Division on the left flonk and obtained complete reports of their
dispositions, Radio silence, in compliance with Division order, was main-
t ained and consequently commmication was carried on by messenger-jeep to
the Troop CP at Guising and similarly from the CP to Division Headquarters,
Before the mission, howcver, could be comnleted, the 80th Division

was ordered to the Luxembourg front vhere the Germin counter-offensive had
penetrated threctenly close of the capitol city, Luxcmbours. Asgembled at
Ztting on the 19th, the Troop moved by edministrative convoy to Luxerbourg
using the following route: Rohrbach, Sarre Union, S~rralbe, Puttelange, St
Avold, Fuligny, Metz, Uckange, Fontoy, Rumelange, Esch, Bascharge and -
Luxembourg. The 120 mile trip was made in less than 15 ho . Essemtial
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speed in the movement was poscible by the uso of headlights throuch the
rear areas despite the threat of cnemy air which h~nd been reported active
since the enemy offensive had opencd,

The Troop, immedistely »fter completion of the movement, was
ordered to recomnoiter east of Luxembourg to the Moseclle River and a second-
ary task of contacting any friendly elements in that sector, ALl three
Platoons were used, the area being divided into three zones, one extending
south of Grevenmacher, knovm to be held by enemy forces, to Wormeldange,
another from the latter town soutlward five miles @#nd snother from that point
to Remich, With enemy information lacking, it wos plqmned to move the Platoons
cautiously eastwerd to their area, set up Platton CP and outpost the river
from the west beank during the night, The mission was completed, all three
Platoons contacting friendly elements and determining enermy advances without
actual physical contact, Communicoiion, with radio silence still imposed,
brought in at 0700, 31 December 1944,

With Division infantry elements moving northword from Luxembourg
to meet the enemy offensive on 22 December 19/J., the Troop was assigned the ., °*
mission of supplementing signal comrmnicetion between Division and the three
Regimental Combat Teams, and a secondary task of estsblishing comtact vwith
elements of the 90th Reconnorissance Squadron on the Division right flank,

One Platoon was used to supplement communication by dispatching a section

at each Regimental Headquarters, An entire Flatoon, the 1st, was ordered to
cont act the 90th Reconnaissance Squadron, 10th Armored Division, The plan
wasg effective with communication being carried on through radio contact, the
NCS being at Troop Headguarters in Hunsdorf, One Flatoon, the 2nd, remained
in reserve at the Troop CP,

A third mission was given the Troop of security on the right flank
in the vicinity of Ettlebruck vhere known large enemy forces were set up, On
23 December 194/ the 2nd Platoon took over the mission, setting up an OP
south of the town and emplscing two 50-cal mschine guns on the approaches
outside the town. The three missions were carried out until 26 December 1944,

The advance of the 319th Infentry on the Division left flank
apparently caught and trapped a group of 200 enemy behind our lines on 26
December 194) ~nd the Troop was ovdered to patrol the area to prevent a
break-out, The Flatoons set up in lerzig, Nicderfeulen and Oberfeulen,
operating road patrols through the sector but reportecd no contact., On 27
December 1944 the 2nd Platoon sert a dismounted natrol into the woods of.
their sector but was unsuccessful in locating clements of the reported enemy.

As the Division temporarily went into the defensive on the 28th
the Troop was attached to the 318th Infentry mnd 2ssigned a sector on the
right flank, south of Lttlebruck, to defend., Two TFlatoons nrepared positions
on high ground in that vicinity ond dug in machine guns mnd mortars, Armored
cars were placed at defilade along the line for support and the 3rd Platoon,
in reserve, operated a road patrol through the sector, Communication was
carried out through telephone from the front line positions to the Troop CP
in Schieren, As the 318th closed in the srco on 31 December 1944, the Troop .
was relieved and all Piatoons assembled in kerzig with the CP moving back
to Bissen, .

.
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SECTION II

Period 1 December 1944 - 6 December 1944
Maps: France 1:50,000 Sheets XXXV 12-13, XEVI 12-13

As the period opened on 1 December 194 the enemy was entrenched
in strength along a general line CARLING - L'HOFITAL - FREYKING - SE to
BENING LES ST AVOLD - SOUTH to FARBERSVILLER - FARSHVILLER - LOUPERSHOUSE -
PUTTELANGE, Continued assaults by our infantry elements =2t the close of the
period previous had shoved them back to this line but the enemy held the
advantage in terrain, especially in the north sector where high ground
cannanded most of the Division scctor, Remnonts of the 17th Panzer SS
Division were known to have been opposing the Division along with miscell-
aneous elements brought up to reinforce the faltering 17th. Fierce resistance
was encountered along the entire front and heavy enemy artillery fell ‘through-
out our forward areas, Most of the enemy activity, however, was confined to
harrassing artillery fire, DIrepared positions, epparently dug for the
Germmans by forced labor, were occupied by infantry clements, Enemy patrol
activity was practically nil. : .

By 4 December 1944 enemy resistance reached its peak and heavy
artillery barrages fell in Henriville, Cappel and all roads leading into
those towms, Cratered roads, road blocks and mines slowed friendly vehicle
movement considerably.

Continued pressure by our Infantry elements and the 6th Armored
Division, moving north along the Division's right flank, pushed the enemy
back by 1600 4 December 1944 to a line MERLEBACH-ROSBRUCK~REMSINGERHOF. But
the enemy clung to their high ground near FORBACH os the Division and Troop
went into reserve at lMerlebach on 7 December 1944,

Period 7 December 194/ - 16 December 1944
Maps: France 1:50,000 Sheet X0V 13

~ Enemy lines ran N and S through i FCRBAiCH. Troop remained in
Division reserve at Merlebach, Inemy activity in sector was confined to
sporadic harrassing artillery fire. ¥

Period 17 December 1944 -~ 19 December 1944
Maps: France 1:100,000 Sheet 15G

) ‘ Enemy information wags negligible during the period as the Division
moved into a new sector and was ordered to the Luwxembours front before the

enemy situation could be established,

Period 20 December 19141;.— 21 ieccorber 1944
laps: Central Europe 1:100,000 Shect U-1

Enemy lihes in assigned zones apperently ran from BETZDORF-
GREVENMACHER - S along MOSELLE RIVER. Tanks were known to have been operating
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in vicinity of Betzdorf and enemy infuntry clements firmly emtrenched at
Grevenmacher, No positive enenmy activity except horr:ssing enemy artillery
along the road running parallel to the @ bank of the losclle Riber,

Period 21 December 1944 - 31 Decaaber 194
Maps: Map of Luxembourg 1:50,000

Enemy front lines from EPTLEBUUCK-N NIEDER-N OBERFIEULEN- to MERZIG.
Division attack on Ettlebruck was opposed fiercly by an cstimated farce of
300 enemy infamtry, Elements of the 352nd Infantry Division opposed the
Division in the centcr zone but was hit hord by our attncks end forced to
withdreaw to the North., Air was active throughout the front as was enemy
artillery, believed to be the hesviest cncountered by our Troops to date. The
Troop's three Flatoons, on liaison and contsct missions, msde no physical
contact with enemy forces but their positions were shelled,

By 23 December 1944 the enery had been forced to withdraw to a
line running ETTLEBRUCKZTELSCHEID-KEHMEN-Nid TADLER and SURE RIVER, Heaviest
resistance met.in the Ettlebruck vicinity where a lone AT fun, covering a
blown bridge, commanded the approches to the tom, On the Division left fla
the enemy held a distinct terrain adv-ntage, holding important heights -tha
camnanded views over a great portion of the Division sector. Continued pressure,
however, moved the enemy back on 26 December 1944 to a line ¥ ARKEN-VELSCHEID-
KEHUEN-¥ bank of SURE RIVER N of RINGEL-and @ along Sure River. The line
remained stable until 31 Dececmber 1944 as the Division went on the ‘defensive,
At least 200 troops were reportcd cut off behind our lines in the W corner
of the sector but they were mopped up by Uivision troops., DUnemy along the
entire front started wearing white snow capes 2s snow staorted corering the
terrain, Considerable enemy artillery fell throushout the areca, consisting
mostly of interdictory and harrassing fire. Inemy bhebelwerfer units were
displaced along the entire front, fire being received from N of Ettlebruck,
Goesdorf and other points along the line, Eneny tonls were employed in front
of the Division as artillery, moving into position at night and shelling our
troops, Patrolling by the enemy was active and near Ettlebruck end one patrol |
believed to be dressed in US uniforms and english-spcaking, infiltreted through
our lines,

At the close of the period the enemy wius apparently massing in the
vicinity of Goesdorf with infantry ~nd ponzer units.

Tozecutive Officer.




CLASS I = The supply of Class I hag offered no ovarbicul-r problem to
this organization, The generol proctice of this orgenizetion is to
requisition 10-in-one, C and B r~tions on successive drys thus varying the
ration as much as possible, Thc Holiday rotions viere cderunste and were
excellently prepsered., By rotation of the tactical clements, all personnel
received the meal in good condition,

SECTION III

CLASS II = Generally the supply ond resupply of Class II items of
equipment has been efficient, No particulzr difficulty was encountered in
the slavage of unservicesble personal equipment, The time element required
between the turning in of unserviceable equipmernt by the individual and
returning serviceable items to him was generally four or five days, The
supply of handkerchiefs, combat boots in off sizes, however, was critical
inasmuch as replacement and resupply wes nil for a canrnratively lengthy
period and in sane cases replacemcnts have not been received,

CLASS III - The supply of gasoline and oil hag off<red no particuler
problem, An adequate reserve is msintained and since vehiculosr movement has
been comparstively restricted the meintenance of proper fuel levels has been
simple, Fuel is generally drawn ond supplied to Flatoons every other day,
No difficulty was encountered in drawing rejuired amountc from Class III
dunmps.,

CLASS IV - Ordnance: This orgpmization lost two H0mm mortors as a
result of enemy action on 31 August 1944, To date one mortnr has been
replaced, The demand for replocement of smoll arms has offered no difficulty
inasmuch as such requirements have been at a mbnimum,

Signal: Other than replacencnt of Tubes VI 165 for SCR 508
the resupply of Signal supplies is good.

Engineer: Articles of Xngineer equipment do not offer a
major supply problem, When such supplies are needed, replacement is accom-
plished satisfactorily and with a minimum delay., All unissued and unreplaced
equipment has been requisitioned and with the exception of critical items
have been replaced, The issue of Cavalry Demolition Set No, 5 has thus far
not been accomplﬁ@lmid’ Bitssefficient supplies of TNT, Prima cord, time fuse,
blasting caps apst ¥l r,m}s«-rh:i\f& been issued to offs cb the ﬂbug_ﬂce of this
set, Bl 0 e T

CLASS V - During the present period ammunition expenditures have been
negligable, The resupply of expended ammunition hags not, during the present
period or prior to this perlod offered a problem. A smdll reserve supply
of all types of amunjtion is carried to offset immcdistce demands of using
unit,

MEDICAL SUFFLIES AND HVACUATION: Three aid men attached to thié

organization are supplied through the Troop 5-4. Casualties are evacuated
by Platoon vehicle to the nearest aid station., Miedical supplies for the aid

men hav 2 ith minimum deloy.
TE““ v D L. T o
. ‘ }AX E. HOE ’D
) , ‘ l 3t It ., Cavelry 6‘
[ wecutive Officer.
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Battle casualties during the period were extmmely light, only
four men being wounded and one of them only slightly. Due to the limited
time actually spent in action (the Troop was given a 10-~day rest pe iod)
no prisoners of war were taken by the Troop althaugh several enemy were
known to have been killed by our Flatoons in the vicinity of Henriville and
Farbersviller, R_placements continued to be of high calibre, all of them
with specialized Cavalry Reconnsissaonce treaining, Only three men, however,
were assigned to the Troop since casualties during the previous period had
been light,

Fifteen Bronze Star licarls were presentcd personnel of the
organization for heroic and outstanding services during the neriod, The
number brought the Troop total to 25, a high parcentase of the Troop total
strength,

Special Service function during the period was highly satisfactory.
During the rest period the Troop drjoyed movies nightly and an ample supply
of literature, comics and other reading material was distributed to personnel
through Special Services, In addition the weckly free PX ration continued
to be passed out to the enjoyment of all, Dcspite the opparchb criticd
shortage elsewhere, no cigarctte shortage wis exparienced hy members of the
Troop.

SECTION IV

LAY B, LOE

1lst Lt., Cavelry,
lizzecubive Of ficer.




80th_leconn~issonce Troop

TABLE NUMBER 1

BATTLE CASUALTY RuIORT BY TYPZ OF CASULLTY

(Figures taken fram lorning Report up to ond including 31
December A4 for the neriod 1 Decanber 4k to 31 December 4l)

DaE KL D D B MR TONL D

1 Dec L 0 0 2 0 0 2 0

7 Dec Lk 0 0 2 0 0 2 0

19 Dec 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

31 Dec ki 0 0 0 0 2 2 0
TOTAL 0 0 I 0 > 6 1

LAL B, OB
1st Lt ., Cavolry,
Iivecutive Officer.




20Lh Reconn~issance Troop

TABLE NUMBER 2

PRISOMEGRS OF R CATTURLAD

WU Pitls

None Hone

e P S ——

TOY AL 0

MAH E, YCB
lst Lt., Cavelry,
Ewocutive Officer.




TABLE NULBER 3

RACLACGLIINTS RuCiidlViD

(Including Hospital Returnces)

DT RO,
2 Dec Li 2

s & TP lre—

MAX B, MOE
1lst Lt., Cavalry,
Execcutive Officer.
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TABLE NUMBER 4

)
Decorstions »w roed

Iy T Y Lin C
AAAe S Mo

L.

W85 4ty i

Mror Lodecanl=r o4y we. JL ocanber L

inclunive,

-

Di(i;tin(;'ui-'??""’} S Cloos (-';»’.|,}:11 1310 ..,)
Distinguished uorvica Crois

Silver Stor fedel (Goslinmnunly)

Silver Stox o

Oak Leaf Cluzhsy G oalass Shoep

Bronve 3t -x ( oyey i o ﬂ\l:_‘,];]‘)

Bronze Stor

Oak Leaf Clusbor he ewna shoapy Dol

Alr kedol

Ook Leaf ClusbLer to Alx Pednl

Solcdierts Linoedl

Furple Herrt Swiood

(L3t) Oak Le-if Clusber Lo Durple flenrt Aneed
(Md) ol Los i Sihaster bo Iverle Sleonh Avoped

7l & e

“~ lil . I ‘)1;
Iot Tk ., Cavelry,
irecubive Officer.




