HEADQUARTZRS 80T RIECOHHALISIANCE TROOP
AP0 80, U, S. Army

30 April 1945

Subject: Organizgtion History.

To : Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80,
U. S. Army.

1. Grdginal unit:

a. 80th Cavalry Reconnsiszance Troop (liechanized).

b. 15 July 1942.

cs GCamp Forrest, Tennessece.

d. General Order, 80th Infantry Division.

e. OCadre for Troop was obtained from 8th Cavalry Rec-
onnaissance Troop with the remsinder of the mcen being furnished
by Selective Service.

2. On 6 October 1942 the 80th Reconnalssance Troop was
enlarged to form the f80th Cavalry Recommaizsance Squadron (Prov-
isional). The change never became permanent and on 7 November
1942 the Provisional Squsadron was disbanced and the organization
became a Troop again.

Table of Organization 2-27, doted 15 July 1943, under
which the Troop is now oncrating, with Change 1, dated 15 Sopt-
ember 1943, reduced thc Troop to its prr-osent strength.

de¢ Strength, Commissioned and linlisted: Officers ElN

8¢ At boginning of period 8 138
b. Net increase dauring period 0 %
ce Net decrcase during poriod 0 5 &
de At end of period 8 136

4, Stations:

1 April 45 - SONDIELM, Germany (158682)
MAP: Central iurope 1/100,000 larburg
Sheet R-3

1 April 45 - FALKENBERG, Germany (165760)
IiAP: Centrsl Hurore 1/100,000 Hersfeld
Sheet R-4 .

2 April 45 - GUDENSBERG, Germany (140879)
HAP: Central Burope 1/100,000 Hersfeld
Sheet R-4
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“1CHDORT, Germany (095933)

HAP: Central ‘urope 1/100,000 Marburg
Sheet R=-3

JALLERCLE, Sermany (280950)

MAY: Gentrnl uropre 1/100,000 Hersfeld
Sheot R-4

CRUMBACI, Gorurny (256984 )

Jial’s Central lurope 1/100,000 Kasscl
N=d

VOI ILMARSHAUSEN, Germany (275975)

HAP: Central Hurope 1/100,000 Kassel Q-4
WOLI'SBEHRINGLN, Germany (935710) :
laP:  Central Burope 1/100,000 Erfurt
Sheet R-5

GOTIIA, Cermany (080649)

JiaP: Central Jurope 1/100,000 Erfurt
Sheet R=5

WILGLEBEN, deraany (028762)

MAP: Central iurope 1/100,000 Lrfurt
Shect R=5

BALLSTADT, Germany (090749)

HAI':  Central Wurore 1/100,000 brfurt
Sheot R=5

COTHA, Zormany (090649)

IIAD': Sert +»a1 “mrore 1/100,000 lrfurt
Shreet R-5

FRIGHSTEDT, 2ormany (230668)

IAP:  Centesl Zurope 1/100,000 Erfurt
Sheet R-5

HILBDERZIMIEGRR, Germany (425730)

KAP: Central Burope 1/100,000 irfurt
Shecet R=-5

BUSSENBCRN, Goermany (565713)

IAP: Central urope 1/100,000 Jena
Sheet R=6

I35 MSTEDT, GomMmany (658692)

L'AP:  Central Burope 1/100,000 Jena
Sheet R-6

SLSENBERG, Sevmany (925718)

IIAP: Central Jurove 1/100,000 Jena
Sheet R=6 ‘

CRETZSCINITZ, Gernany (085690) Jena
IAP: Central Burope 1/100,000 Jena
Shect R-6

MOCKZIG, Germany (330700)

HMAP: Central Iurope 1/100,000 Chemnitz
Sheet R-7

ZIEGELHEI, Germany (385701)

HAP: Central turope 1/100,000 Chemnitz
Shhet R-7



19 April 45 - MISTEIDORF, ftermany (378464)

BAP: 4> wany 1/100,000 Bamberg Sheet T-5
19 April 45 - DAIIBIRG, Germany (267499)

FAP: Gormany 1/100,000 Bemberg Sheet T-5
21 April 45 - HURNDIRG, Sormany (405002) -

BAP: Gormany 1/100,000 Hurnberg Sheet U=5
28 April 45 - AD.ACH, Geormany (153468)

IiAP:  Germany 1/100,000 R_gensburg

Sheet V=6 .
29 April 45 - SAALMAUPT, Gormany (169413)

I{AP: Germany 1/100,000 Regensburg

Sheet V-6
29 April 45 - HAGELSTADT, Gesrmany (281427)

MAP: Germany 1/100,000 Regensburg

Sheet V-6
29 April 45 - HONIGSBACH, Cermany (445242)

MAP: Germany 1/100,000 Braunau Sheet W=7

5 Marches:

Departed SONDIIZIN, Germany, 1000 1 April 1945. Arrived
FALKENBERG, Germany, 1130 1 April 1945, Distance travelled 7
miles.

D_varted FALLLNDIRG, Germany, 1000 2 April 1945, Arrived
GUDENSBERG, Germany, 1100 2 April 19245. Diztmcne travelled 12
miles.

Departed GULMNSDLRG, Zermany, 1400 2 April 1945, Arrived
WICHDORF, Germany, 1445 2 April 1945, UDistance trovelled 6 miles,

Departed WI1CHDCRI, Cerriany, 1700 3 April 1945. Arrived
WELLERODE, Germany, 2000 3 April 1945, Distance travelled 26 mlles

Departed WELLEROLE, Germany, 1500 4 April 1945, Arrived
CRUMBACH, Germany, 1545 4 April 1945, Distance tr:velled 5 miles,

D parted CRULDACII, Germany, 1500 5 April 1945. Arrived
VOLLMARSHAUSEN, Germany, 1530 5 April 1945, Distance travelled
4 miles.

Departed VOLLIARSIIAUSEN, Geraany, 0830 6 April 1945,
Arrived VIOLFSBEHRINGEN, Germany, 1500 6 April 1945, Distance
travelled 62 miles.

Departed WOLVWSEZHIRINGEN, Germany, 1400 7 April 1945,

Arrived GOTIIA, Germany, 1500 7 April 1045, Distance travelled
15 miles.



Departed GOTHIA, Germany, 1730 7 April 1945, Arrived
WIEGLEBEN, Germany, 1830 7 April 1945, Distance travelled 11
miles.

Deperted WIEGLECEN, Germany, 0830 9 April 1945,
Arrived BALLSTADT, Germany, 0900 9 April 1945, Distance trav-
elled 7 miles.

Departed BALL3TALYT, Germany, 1800 9 April 1945, Arrived
GOTHA, Germany, 2000 9 Anril 1945. Distance travelled 10 miles,

DEparted GOTHA, Germany, 0630 12 April 1945, Arrived
FRIENSTEDT,"Germany, 0715 12 April 1945, Distance travelled
8 miles.

Departed FRIENDTEDT, Germany, 1830 12 April 1945,
Arrived NIEDERZ IMIMERN, Germany, 2030 12 April 1945, Distance
travelled 22 miles,

Departed NIED:HZINL BN, Germany, 1200 13 April 1945,
Arrived SUSSENBCRN, Germany, 1330 13 April 1945, Distance trav-
elled 10 miles.

Departed SUSSEHBORN, Germany, 1630 13 April 1945.
Arrived ISSIIRSTEDT, Germany, 1700 13 April 1945, Distance trav=-
elled 6 miles,

Departed ISSERSTEDT, Germany, 0745 14 April 1945,
Arrived EISENBIERG, Germany, 1130 14 April 1945, Distance trav-
elled 25 miles, '

Departed EISENBIRG, Germany, 1730 14 April 1945, .
Arrived CRETZSCHWITZ, Germany, 1900 14 April 1945. Distance
travelled 15 miles,

Departed CRETZSCHWITZ, Germany, 0830 15 April 1945,
Arrlved MOCKZIG, Germany, 1130 15 April 1945, Distance trav-
elled 22 miles,

Departed MOCKZIG, Germany, 1430 16 April 1945, Arrived
ZIECELHEILli, Germany, 1510 16 April 1945, Distance travelled
5 milese.

Departed ZIMCELELIM, Germany, 1515 18 April 1945,
Arrived MISTENDORF, Germany, 1500 19 April 1945, Dictance trav=-
elled 200 miles. .

Departed NISTENDCRIF, Germany, 2045 19 April 1945,

Arrived BAMBERG, Germany, 0600 49 - Aprdl 194“. Digtance trav-
elled 8 miles.,



Departed DANBiG, Germany, 1200 21 aApril 1945.
Arrived NURNBERG, Germany, 1600 21 April 1945. Distance trav-
elled 45 miles. ;

Departed NURNBiRZ, Germany, 0600 28 April 1945.
Arrived ABBACI, Germany, 2000 28 April 1945. Distance trav-
elled 74 miles.

Departed ABsSaCii, Cermany, 2230 28 April 1945, Arrived
SAALHAUPT, Germany, 020C 29 Anril 19245, Distance travelled
4 miles. :

Departcd SAALIIAUPT, Germany, 1130 29 April 1945.
Arrived HAGELSTADT, Germany, 1300 29 April 1945. &#rrt Distance
travelled 14 miles.

Departed HAGELSTAUY, Germany, 1500 22 April 1945,
Arrived HONIGSBACE, Gerniany, 1800 29 April 1945. Distance trav-
elled 25 miles.

Alll marches during the pcriod wcire mounted.

Condition of Reads:

Roads were generally good for the most part of the
period. Long distances were covered with case. ihenever possible
¥he autobahns were used. Operations south of Rejgensburg were
slowed considerably due to nar-ow one lane dirt raods that were
impassable in many places.

Weather: :

The greater part ol thc operations for the period
were completed in fair werther. The latter part of the period
was marked with occasszlionsl rain that rendecred many dirt roads
unusable,

6. Campaigns:
a, Name = Battle of Cermany.
b. Duration - 15 September 1944 to (date unknownm)
c. Purpose - To conquer Germany.
d. Authority Crdering - Supreme ilcadquarters Allied
Expeditionary Force. -

7. Battles:
(See attached larrative account of Action.)

- 8. Commanding Officers in importsnt engarements:
a. DBattle cof Gcermany.
b. CAPTAIN RCBIERT W. HILL, 0-10301%6, Commanding
Officer 80th Reconnaissance Troop, from 1 to 30 April 1945.

— o — — — —
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CAPTAIN PAUL L. SHITH, 0-1030419, Rxccutive Of ficer,
80th Reconnaissance Troop, from 1 to 370 Aipril 1945,

1ST LT PHILIY U, WAGHTER, 0-1052403, Platoon
Leader, lst Platoon, £0th Reconnaissance Trocp, from 1 to 30
.April 1945,

1ST LT GEORGE P, RORL, 0-528682, Platoon Leader,
2nd Platoon, 80th Reconnais:ence Troop, from 1 to 30 April 1945,

1ST LT MAX &, KOE, 0-392172, Platoon Leader,
3rd Platoon, 80th Reconnaissance Troop, from 1 to 30 April 1945,

2ND LT. JAbuS 1. MANTETLLY, 0-2010339, Assistant
Platoon Leader, 3rd Platoon, 80th leconnaissance Troop, from
1 to 30 April 1945,

9. Losses in Action, Officers and 'i.s
a. Fngagement: Battle of Jermany.
b. Names:
Sgt Edward F. Kanmroth, 36612199
Cce Killed in Action - S;t .idward I, Koammrath, 36612199.
d. Wounded in action, Ingurecd in Action: None.

10. TFormer and present members who have distinguished them-
selves in action: Honec.

1l. Photograpghs of Fersonnel, Important Scenes, ivents:
Hone.

—

YAUL L, SMITH
Captain, Cavalry,
Commanding,
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NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF ACTICH:

The 80th Division continucd the adviance on Kassel as the
period opened. The Divizion's zone of operations placed them on’
the left flank of the Third Army. _The Troop mission was to
reconnoiter north in the Division zonc and maintain contact with
elements of the First Army on the Ieft flank of the 80th Division.

The 1lst Platoon reachcd FRITZLAR (080825) where they made
contact with the 27th Infantry of the 9th Armorcd Division, the
102nd Cavalry and the 2nd Ranger Battalion, all elements of the
First Army. They proceedcd in a direct route north through Hadda-
mar, Lohne, Merxhawsen, then northesst to Niedenstein. The 3rd
Platoon covered a parallel route, recconnoitering via Wabern, Zennern,
Werkel, Wehren, Kirchburg and Ermheis, lNo opposition was met by
either Platoon but 15 Pi's were captured during the day. The 2nd
Platoon remained with the Troop CP in rescrvee

On the 2nd of April the Division met stiffening resistance on
the outskirts of Kassel. Two encmy counter atbacks were repulsed,
road blocks werc reduced, and small pockets of cnemy previously
by-passed were mopped up. This increased resistance was felt by
the 1lst and 3rd Platoons as they continucd norht., Anti-tank and
small arms fire was received but were finally overcome to enable
the 1lst Platoon to reach Istha (040018) with the 3rd Platoon reach=-
ing Breitenbach (100995). One armored car of the 3rd Platoon ran
into difficulty when it slipped off the road under anti-tank fire.
Due to constant enemy observation and continuous fire, the crew
members were several hours getting it back into the engagement.
During this operation 15 PW's were captured, 2 encmy trucks and 2
88mm guns were destroyed. Contact was maintained with the 2nd
Ranger Battalion, 102nd Cavalry Group and a third contact was made
with the 273rd Infsntry Regiment of the 69th Divislon.

Strong resistance was still being met by all three infantry
Regiments of the Division ns the attack was continued on Kassel,

As the 318th Infantry Regiment fought into the city from the south-
west the Troop was directed to proceed north and reconnoiter in the
317th zone of advance through Ihlen xhsm to Dornberg (120062).

The lst and 3rd Platoons reached Ehlen when the Troop was relieved

of mission by the 3rd Cavalry Squadron and attached to the 319th
Infantry with the mission of rcconnoitering to thelir right flank,
south of Kassel, Fifteen Pi's were taken by the two Platoons for the
third successive day. 1lst Lt. Merrill J. “Yamp became the first
officer of the Troop to return to the United States on temporary
duty ond a 45 day leave.

On 4 April 1945, the Troop proceeded on their new mission from
the town of Wellerode, southeast of Kassel, where they had been
assembled late the previous night. The lst and 3rd Platoons moved
out to fulfill the mission and had reached Eschenstruth when they
were ordered to the vicinity of Volluershausen to set up OP's,

From this position they kept close vigilance on enemy movement to
the norht in the vicinity of Niederkaufungen and Oberkaufungen.
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At noon of that day all orranized resisbtance collapsed in the city
of Kassel with the surrender of “encral Iirxleben, the garrison
commader. This marked the donial of a kkey road 2nd rail center to
the enemy and opened a new avenue of attack to the east which the
Division was rapidly making preparations for. The Troop was detached
from the 319th Infantry and riven the misnion to reconnoiter in
advance of the 317th and 519th Infantry as they pivoted on Kassel
and advanced to the cast,

The 1st Platoon, advancin~ ahead of the 319th Infantry, moved
from the vicinity of 260040 to the vicinity of 272028 where con-
siderable enemy tank and infentry movement was observed., The
cnemy was then kept under constant observation while the infentry
attacked to clear the areas. The 2nd Platoon ran into the same type
of enemy activity while reconnoitering to the viédinity of 280050 in
advance of the 317th Infantry. They succeeded in disrupting an
enemy attempt to blow a bridre in that area, dispercing them with
a heavy concentration of machine gun fire., Thc %rd Platoon also
kept the encmy under clos« cobacrvation rom an OO set up in the
vicinity of 290985. These missions of tie I'latoons terminated when
the Division was notifiled of reolicef in Lheir area by the 69th
Infantry Division, the 80th being ordered to o new zone of action,

On 6 April 1945 the Troop wns the irst clement of the Division
to move with thc two fold mirsion of reconnolbtae ing in the Division's
new zone to determine the presence, lccstion and strangth of hostile
elements and to contact clements of the 4th Armored Division to
secure dispositions of their unit. A reconnaissance of this type
had to be accomplished hurriedly, yet accurately for the Division
was following closely in motorized columns., The lst and 2nd Plat-
oons covered a net of roads, which proved to be clesar of encmy, in
- the 317th and 318th areas just west of Gotha (095650). The 2nd
Platoon then proceeded to Cotha and zecured complete dispositions
of the 4th Armored Division who were on line Just east of the city.,
During the movement the 3rd Platoon was used as security for elem-
ents of the DivisionCP. ‘“'he movement of the Troop met no cnemy
resistance whatsoever, Commnications were difficult due to the
dis tance involved but were maintained succensfully on the Troop
net. Roads in this area of ‘iermany were gencrally cood and facil-
itated rapid movement of all troops into their assembly sarca,

The 2nd Platoon moved from its position in Gotha the following
day with the mission of contacting friendly elements to the north
of the Division ,one and acquire dispositions. Upon the completion
of this mission the Troop was ordered at 1500 on 7 aApril 1945 to
protect the left flank of the 80th Division, Assisting them in this
operation were tne attached units of the 702nd Tank Battalion,
Company D and one Assault Gun Platoon. Due to an extended temporary
morht boundary cf the Division, the Troop and attached units were
disposed along the line 035788 to 070725 to vrotecct this temporary
gap between the 80th Division and the 76th Division on the north. -
The 2nd Platoon cn thec northern end of the line maintained contact
patrols with elements of the 317th Infantry on the southern end,

— o ame e m—



The 3rd Platoon and Troop CP operated from Weibleben (028761) in the
center of the zone.

On 8 April 1945 the 1lst and 2nd Platoons moved eastward several
kilometers to improve their defensive positions now in the vicintiy
of 120740 and 132770 respectivley. The 3rd Platoon maintained
contact with elements of the 76th Division from their new positions
at Burgtonna (094785), and patrolled the raod from that point to
the 1lst Platoon's position., Late that night the 1lst Platoon made
contact with the enemy, the first the Troop had met in this area.

The enemy was fired on and dispersed as they attempted to infiltrate
through the lst Platoon's position.

One Playoon of the 8llth TD Reconnaissance Company and one
section of TD's were attached to the Troop for the advance to the
east In conjunction with the 317th Infantry. loderate enemy res-
istance was met during the day. The 2nd Platoon repulsed a light
enemy counter attack, capturing 6 enemy and wounding approximately
20. The 1lst and 3rd Platoons coordinated their operations in cleare
ing their section kllling several and capturing 15 of the enemy,
During the action, Sgt lLdward F. Kammrath, platoon sergeant with the
ord Platoon, was killed by enemy rifle fire, The lst and 3rd Plat-
oons succeeded in reaching and clearing 168780 and 145770 when the
Troop was relieved of their positions und missions in the late after-
noon, Relief was effected at 1900 when elements of the 385th Inf=-
antry R“giment took over the above positions. All attached units
to the Troop returned to their parent units as the Troop assembled
and moved to Gotha.

The Troop was placed in reserve when the 80th Division opened
the attack on Erfurt at 0700 on 10 April 1945, Determined resig=-
tance was met from outlying towns protecting the approaches to the
city from the north, south, and west. By the end of the day the
Division had made successful gains and had the city surrounded on
three sides and had occupied the high ground south of the city.

The Troop remained in the ascewbly area & Gotha performing
maintenance on vehicles and weapons until 12 Aprill942 when a new
mission was received, after being placed on alert a day previous.
Company D of the 702nd Tank Battalion was attached to the Troop for
the new mission of establishing road blocks west of Erfurt in the
vicinity of Schmira and Bindersleben, while the infantry attacked
the city from the north and south. The lst and 2nd Platoons were
assigned this mission which was accomplished early in the day. As
the attack progressed on Erfurt the Platoons were ordered to proceed
into the city from the west. Nearing the city they received a
concentration of heavy enemy mortar fire which caused no damage., .
They advanced into town, captured 115 PW8s against slight opposit-
ion and made contact with the 318th Infantry coming up from the
south. By the end of the day the cppture of the city was complete
and the city of Weimar had already fallen to the 319th Infantry
with very little opposition. ;

Once again organized resistance had crumbled and the Digision
rapidly motorized elements of infantry in preparation to continue
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the attack east with all possible specd. The Troop was immediatel
ordered to proceed east in advance of tke 317th Infantry, the
northern element in the Division zone. The lst Platoon reached
the vicinity of 450769 and the 2nd Platoon made Weimar before
night fall. _

On 13 April 1945 the rapid advancc to the east continued
as the Division mopped up pockets brpassed by the 4hh Armored
Division. The lst and 2nd Platoons with attached light tanks of
Company D rapdily reached the Saale River in advance of the 317th
Infantry, crossing in the vicinity of 735690. The city of Jena
was captured and while the infantry mopped up scattered resistance
the Platoons continued eastwarde. The 1lst Platoon captured an
enemy atifleld containing approximately 30 twin engine bombers
and several fighters in the vicinity of 825785. During the advanc
the Platoons captured 82 PW's including 1 colonel, 1 Lt colonel,-
and 1 major., Enemy resistance had collapsed and the Platoons were
abel to reconnoiter fast and freely, however the handling of PW's
caused a slight delay several times. At the end of the day the
lst Platoon had reached 853715 and the 2nd Platoon reached the
vicinity of 825680. The 3rd Platoon had remained with the Troop
CP in reserve during the operations but as the advance continued
one section was attached to the 318th Infentry to inform them of
the progress of the Platoons as they reconnoitered in the 319th
ZOone. ;

One 14 April 1945 the advance cast was transformed into a
race as all elements moved rapidly, ummolecsted by any enemy oppos=-
ition. The Troop CP followed closcly behind the Platoons and
attached light tanks as the lst reached Altkirchen (240695) and
the 2nd making Stobnitz (270680) by the end of the day. Elsenberg
fell to the Troop with the 318th Infantry following closely behind
to occupy the city. Again numerous PW's were captured along the
route of the advance, the total for the day being 100. Among them
were 3 men from the 317th Infantry who had been captured by the
enemy at Erfurt. Communications and supplies were presenting a
problem but both were maintained ower considerable distances.

On 15 April 1945 the l:t and 2nd Platoons made excellent
progress by reaching 530675 and 530673 respectively. Contact was
made with elements of the 4th Armored Division by both Platoons
and dispositions were secured. TForty five PW8s were takenduring
the daye. :

While the 1lst and 2nd Flatoons remained in contact with
elements of the 4th Armored Division, the 3rd Platoon was ordered
to Schmolln (254655) to guard several bridges in the town and main-
tain law and order, At noon on 16 April 1945 the Troop was re-
lieved of reconnoitering to the east in the zone of the 318th Inf=-.
antry and placed in reserve as the Division prepared to relieve the
4th Armored Division in its present zone just west of the city of -
Chemnitz. Company D, 702nd Tank Battalion, reverted to the control
of its parent unit. The 3rd Platoon continuecd to guard the city
of Schmolln. Fifty PW's were taken during the day. ' '

The status of the Troop remained the same until 18 April 1945
at which time relief of the Division by the 76th Division and the -
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4th Armored Division had been completed and the Troop moved with
the Division to their new arca in bthe viecinity of Damberg. After
an all night move of apjyroxinatcly 185 miles, the Troop arrived in
their assigned arca of Ludweg (405555) at 0200 and then procecded
to Mistendorf (377468) thabt aftornoon. At 1800 the 'roop was
ordercd to proccecd to “he city of Usubers to maintain law and orde
Upon the ~rrival there ab 1900 they were athacled to the 319th
Infantrye. The throc I'lateons were assi~ncd zones in the dity
which were constantly pa®rollcd to prcvent looting by the populace

The Troop rocmained on their mission of ~uarding Bamberg until
the 21 April 1945 when they were detachicd from the 319th Infantry
and attached to the 518th Infuntry dor the movement of the Divisio:
to Nurnberg. The roop denarted from DRambers at 1200 and moved in
advance of the 318th Iafantry. Upon their arrlval in Nurnberg at
1600 the Troop rcvertced to Livision conkbrol and awaited Turther
orders as the remaindor ol the 030th Division closed into the city
to maintain order. Adolph Hitleor's most beavtiful city was found
in ruins. *hs constant bombing climaxcd the receent as-ault on the
defended city and had taken its tell on cvery structurc.

The Troop romaincd In Livision rescrve until 1600, 22 April
1945, when the mission sz received bo relicve elements of the 3rd
Infantry Pivision suarding o hune awvmnition dump in the vieinity
of 500920, The “nd and Ird rlatoons werc uszed on the mission,
effeccting relief at 0900. The 'roop CLI' snd the lst Platoon in
rcserve remained in Murnberg. On 25 Arii 1945 the Troop was re-
lieved of the mission of guarding the ammuaition dump by the 58th
Armored Field Artillery Eattalion. The 2nd and 3rd Platoons re-
turned to the Troop arca in Hurnberps ab 1600, sxtensive maintenanc
of vehicles and wcapons was conducted durin;: Lhe next few days in
Preparation for a new missicn.

On 28 April 1945 the Troop nreccedsd the Division, moving sout
to secure the Division ssicubly area soubh of esensburge “Lhe
Troop closed across the Donau (ienube) Liver in the vieinity of
Abbach at 1730. *‘he 2nd [latoon proceecded to Teurn (135415), the
Srd Platoon to Thalmaszing (240445) while the lsit FPlatoon and Troop
CP reached Saalhaupt (170413%)., The Troop wa: then atiached to the
518th Infantry with the missisa of reeonncitering Lo the southeast
in the 318th zone of advonce. 2nd and rd Platoons were assicned
the mission and moved out carly on Hic morning of the 20th. The
©1l8th and 319th Infantry Regiments passed throush =lements of the
65th Division and followed the attack of the 13th Armored Division.
The 3rd Platoon mect no opposition a5 it rccovnoitercd to 376156
anc the 2nd Platoon found conditions the smic as they reached
548260, Ilowever, the two Vlatoons capbured over 300 Pias enroute
including 2 lungerian Joncral and his atai'fs One seetion of the
1st Platoon maintaincd lialson with the 512th Infsntry.

On 30 April 1045 the 518th Infontry rceeccived ordos to cross
the Isar River and cstablisheéd a bridrehend as soon as possible.

-
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The 3rd Platoon was ordcred to rcconnoiter the crossing site in
the vicinity of IMammeling while the 2Snd I'latoon reconnoitered for
a possible bridge sitec in the reneirsl vieinity of 4514, Toot
troops were Ilerried acrosn khie Srada l'latoon's
position while a bridge wns unda» construetion. a4t the end of the
neriod the 80th Division war »apildly oxpand’n: thelr bridgehead
in preparation for ths continnance of the pursnil soubhecast,.
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