NARRATLVE ACCOUNT OF ACTION

The 80th Division was still occupying s defensive position
along the west bank of the Seille River on 1 November 1844 and the
80th Reconnsissence Troop was in Division reserve with all four
Plestoons and the Troop trrmins set up in trcticrl bivouac nesr ilorey,
France. One section of the 3rd Plsntoon, however, was still csrry-
ing on ligison duties with thc 44th Aruored Infantry Regiaent on
the Division®s right fleank, n wission nssipzned thea in late Sept-
embere The Troop was also opernting, on a 24-hour-dny brsis, the
Division observation post on ..ont 5t Jenn, the doainnting terrsin
fegture of the arese.

This situgtion existed frou the beginning of the period through
4 Novenber 1944. In sddition to vehiculsr wsintenance the Troop
conducted technicsl training end coupleted seversl suweller missions
within the Troop sreae.

By the 5th of Noveuwber the Troop was busy with last-uinute
preparstions for the grest 3rd Army Offensive to the Esst which wes
scheduled to open on the 8th. Assigned the wission of supplenenting
signsl communicetion within the Division during the sttack, the 1lst
Platoon pulled out on the 5th to set up one of its three sections
with esch of the three Infantry Regiuents within the Division. The
remgining two sections of the 3rd Plstoon, given » liaison mission
with the 4th Armored Division during the big push, woved to thsat
unit's commend post nesr Nancy on the sesue dote. Arrsngeuents were
completed on the 7th when the Troop CP moved to Division Hesdduert-
ers gt Ville au Vsl snd as units of the Division, 4th snd 6th
Arnored junped off on the &th of November, everything wess in a state
of prepsrednesse

Conmunicstion within the Division wns speeded up considerably
through the 1lst Platoon'®s rndios snd as units of the 80th woved
repldly forward no trouble wns experienced. The nttack proceeded
as planned snd by the 9th of November the Division hsd established
seversl bridgehesds over the swollen Seille River. As the 6th
Armored Division begsn their movewent to get in front of the
infentry elements the 2nd Plntoon wes directed to report thelr pro-
gress and serve as traffic control nenr the bridge ~nd treandway
gt Port Sur Seills.

Five towns were seized by Division troops in theilr onslsught
towsrd the esst on the 9th ~nd progresz towerd Delae Ridge, the
outstending terrain obstscle in the path of nttacking troops, was
considerables By the 10th the grenter portion of the helghth wss
tokens ileenwhile there was no chesnges in the Troop dispositions
until the 1llth of Novewber when the 3rd Platoon was relieved of its
ligison mission with the 4th Aruored Division which hsd psssed through
the infantry end sdvenced well beyond Chetenu Snlins. The 2nd
Platoon was slso releived of its traffic control duties as the
entire 80th hsd now psssed esnst of the Seille River.

The Division took up the persuit on the 1l3th as the Gemnasn
resistence in the iuwuedinte nren wrs evidently overrun. Seversl
bridges were seized intact by our Infantry snd the little Nied
River, turned into e torrent by the stendy reins of the period,
was crossed at severnl points. The lst Platoon experienced some
trouble in woving with the Infsntry since off-the-road wmoveaent
wes impossible but they nevertheless continued to efficiently carry
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out thelr communication mission with the three Reglments,

On the 13th the Troop received the mission of pstrolling the
north flank of the Division in the vicinity of Vittoncourt and Voime
hsut in addition to the infantry linison duties. The Genunns were
continuing their delaying sctions, using towns as strong points,
snd both the 2nd end 3rd Plstoons developed eneuwy positions in and
i;%gnd Chanville 8hortly mfter they hed left on their mission st
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Through the following dsy both platoons continued their pstroll-
ing activities. The 2nd reported the rord lending into Chesnville
cratered and lupessible, the first instsnce encountered of this type
of obstscles Blown by dynmaite in the middle of the rord bed the
crater forued s very effective block since cross-country .woveunent to
bypass it was iupossible. The crater rnnged froa 10 to 15 feet in
depth snd as brosd as the rord. Approsches were .wined. The 3rd
Plgtoon killed one Gemusn »nd scrttered severnl others in the vicinity
of the crater in a small eng-genent. Throughout the dry, however, they
received heavy srtillery and nebelwerfer fire but sust~ined no injuries
to personnel.

By the 15th of Noveaber the 5rd Aray's strntegy was evident as
elements to the north of the Division were closing in on the fortress
city of ietz in en enveloping woveient. The 80th, protecting the
resr and right flenk of the XII Corps, hnlted in position south of the
Foret De Remilly »nd engsged the Troop in vemtrolling the north flsnke.
On the 16th a section of the 3nd Plntoon estnblished contact with
the 5th Division's reconnnissance unit »nd coordinnted prtrolling
activitiess The 1lst Platoon wrs relieved of its tnsk with the infrntry
on the seme date 2nd woved to Tittoncourt to estnblish an O covering
terrein to the northe.

Aggressive patrolling wes continued through the 19th of November
when the 2nd Platoon undertook a route reconneissence through Volanhsut
Chanville and Arrience but encountered no resistence. The follawing
dny the 1lst snd 3nd were directed to reconnoiter the entire Foret De
Remilly and they elected to work disuounted becruse of the hervily-
forested terrsin and condition of ronds. .lovewent wmrs extrewely slow
becsuse of the nuuwerous craters, wines and other obstecles loceted.
One plstoon of Coapeny B, 305th Engineers, ottached to the two plat-
oons, gided considersbly snd by nightf~1ll the 2nd FPl~toon had deter=
mined Heailly, on the northenst edge of the woods, clear of enemy
and had set up san OP looking into Guinglrngee. The lst Plrtoon worked
into Henilly without contacting ¢ single eneaye. uenanwhile the 3rd
Platoon, still at Vittonc ourt, sent one section into Chnnville and
found it un-occupied by enemy forces. Thelr wissions coupleted, nll
three plstoons woved bsck to Tittoncourt during the night snd pre-
pered to move in advence of the Division the next dnye.

The Division opened s rcconnaisssnce in force the following dny,
moving north snd northesst through Fsulduemont and Pont Pierrre. All
three plstoons were nssigned reconnnissance missions but remdinto
trouble shortly after they hesd .1oved oute The plrnnned bridge across
the Nied=-Alleunsnd River at Pont Pierre hed not been coupleted on
schedule because of henrvy eney fire concentrnted in that sres and
the platoons were forced to proceed to Fsullueaont to cross. The



1lst Platoon moved to the northwest of Feuldueunont snd soon ren into

g mortar bgrrege but menaged to byprss it and work through the dsy,
despite numerous eneuny contacts nnd bnd romd conditions, to s point
north of the Foret De Steinbesch. Here they discovered s rosd block
covered by eneay fire snd received snother shelling. The 2nd and 3rd,
working over low terrain, were unable to advnance very far to the esast
and northeast because of the soggy terrmin nnd createred rosdse

All three platoons continued thelr reconnsisssnce on the 23nd of
Novenber, working to the vicinity of Baumbederstroff. The Germans were
set up in the old ssaginot line fortificrtions ~»nd the plastoons werse
forced to use disnounted prtrols to develop eneuy positions. iluch
informstion concerning the euwplaceients wrs revorted and the Division
continued to enlarge their bridgeherd ncross the ITied-Allensnd prior
to sn essault upon the forts.

These asdvance patrols continued to opernte the next dny and each
plstoon located msny eneay positions in the vicinity of Hesllering snd
Merenge, evidently strong points in the eneay defensive set-up. NO
casuslties were sustnined by troop personnel, however, even though in
the late sfternoon the lst Plstoon wes sttrcked by a strong eneay
patrol ammed with sutoustic wenpons. In the skirmish thnt followed
the plgtoon killed four eneay »nd took seven prisoners, two of thean
badly wounded.

As the Division readjusted thelr positions in preparation for
an ssssult on the ilsginot, the Troop continued its reconnsissance on
the following dey with both mounted snd disaounted pstrols. The 2nd
and 3rd Platoons, working in the saue vicinity, trapped »n eneay
patrol of 12 wen, held back their fire until the pntrol was barely
15 yards swsy and then opened up. The pntrol wec wiped out couapletelys
It later developed, by the crpture of » Gerunn brttnlion couurnder,
that this petrol hsd been sent out to scout Mucrican positions in
order that enemy defenses could be prepnred to ueet the inevitable
atteck that was coaning later.

The Troop wes relieved of its reconnnissnnce .aission late on the
24th of Novenber as Division troops took nll their objectives within
the ilnginot Line. Later during the night each platoon wss directed
to destroy s junction box of the ilnginot's caauunication systeam. The
aission was coapleted but one .nn, Sgt. Herbert L. iirrshnll, lost
his life ss » result of the explosion.

Through the 25th of Noveaber the plotoons were shifted to the
Division's right flank as the 80th turned emstwnard in its assault.
The 2nd contacted friendly infrntry at Pont Plerre and started a
reconnaissence to the easte The 3rd woved to Guessling-Heuering to
contsct eleuents of the 6th Aruored cowing up froa the south but
were unsble to msneuver becruse of a flooded rezion in that vicinity.
The 1lst Pletoon moved into TFolschviller, but only after » weximum
engineer cooperation in the clerring of mines rnd craters. Before
the day's end the 2nd end 5rd had sent patrols towanrd Lelling, e
snall town heevily defended by Gerusn troopse. Shortly efter dark the
1st Plstoon in Folschviller underwent » concentrated nrtillgry boinb=
brdnent snd two wmen, Pfc Robert L. feanver nnd Pfc Clarence V. Elwood,

were injured by shrapnel.
Resistence evidently broke suddently the next day ns the 1lst



Platoon, working on the wsin rosd frouw St 4vold to Sarreguemines,
soon deteruined. Before evening they had sdvenced eisht miles to
Seingbouse in what was deteruined to be » locnl breskthroughe Infantry
elenents moved in "uickly to sccure the breach nnd before 2000 hours
on the 27th, Coapsny D of the 70:nd T=ank =2~ttrlion wrs attmched to
the Troop to sdd strength to the ndvnnce units. The 2nd Pletoon
worked into LaChaubre but not before they h~d encountered s heavy
enemy tank sand knocked it out —ith well-niiied 37aa gun fire. The
tank comusnder was killed with the firct blast froa the 37au and
succeeding shots dise~bled the vehicle cnusing the reuaninder of the
crew to flee. The %rd Plntoon which hnd tnken over the 2nd's mission
of protecting the Division's right fl-nk e~rlier in the dny, hnd been
relieved and by nightfrll hnd coapleted ~nother wission of reconnniss-
ance to the esst throusgh the wooded terrnin southerst of LaChaubre.

As g direct result of the 1lst Platoon's splendid andvence of the
dey previous, the Division chrlked up »n eiszht-aile gnin on the 238th
of Novembere All three plntoons of the "roop were engnaged in the
vicinity of Fsrbersviller »nd ~tteupted to bypnrss the town but wet
hegvier resistence on esch uweneuvers At Hlenriville hesvy anti-tank
and srtillery fire wes encountcred and entrsncc into the town wss
lapossible due to many dug-in positions held by the Gerasns on the
nenrby high ground. At Puttelnnse, to the south, it wns the saue
story. But the three platoons, by developing these strongs points,
established the eneuy lines Tncing the Divisione. .

On the 29th the 3rd Pl~toon woved towrrd Betting les St Avold
and before derk they hsd liberrted the town. Pntrols nlso deterained
weny eneay positions along the rond ~nd rrilrord north of the villege.
An atteapt to enter Farbersviller by the lst Plrtoon wsas ag~in to no
ovall since the superior foreccs surrounding the town drove theaw brck
with hesvy concentretions of firc. An ntteupt to byprss the town
rngain friled due to consider~ble encay Torces in the vieinity of
Puttelange who held fields of rfire ~nd observestion bthroushout the
srea. The 3nd Pletoon spent the d~y mtrollings ne~r llenriville rnd
observing sn iaportent rord junetion le~ding inkto the Division zone
fron thsat village.

Both the 1st and 3rd rlatoons were relieved on the 49th and
assembled at LaChesubre. The 2nd continued their prtrolling esround
Henriville as the period closed.

Bad.westher conditions, linited visibility, wuddy terrein,
and the extensive use of denolitions ~nd crnters by the eneay
hempered the movement of the plntoons throughout the periods An
epideaioc of flat tires slso plagued the Troop nTter they hit the nren
enst of Fsulquemont cerusing .auch concern with drivers. 'It WA s
believed the fleeing Gerirns hnd sprayed ~ll rord beds in that aren
with neils and the act proved ils nusience volue. ]

The period closed with the let ~nd "rd rlnt9ons in rcserve nt
the Troop CP in LeChrubre ~n’ the :nd i'lntoon ohill engmged in their

~wission st Henriville.



