SECRET
NARLATIVE ACCOUNT OF ACTION

Still engaged in a mission assisned at the lotter part of the previous
period, the 80th Reconnaissance Troop had only one platoon committed to
action on 1 December 1944, The 80th Division wos driving eastward toward
their boundary which ran along a north-south line PUTTELANGE-LOUPERSHOUSE-
FARSHVILLER-FARBERSVILLER and employed the 2nd Platoon on the extreme right
flank in a reconnaissance mission.,

The platoon, after being held up in lste Hovember by heavy enemy fire
in the vicinity of HENRIVILLE, svung south on 1 Deccmber 194, bypassed the
town and worked east of CAFYEL before being forced to dismount by increased
enemy artillery, Company D 702nd Tank Battalion wogs attached to the Troop
to add punch to the reconnaissance and was working in conjunction vith the
2nd, Both units pulled back and sct up an OP north of CAPPEL after the
enemy artillery had halted them, Dismounted petrols were sent in three
directions, one northeast toward FARBERSVILLER where the enemy was known to
have many entrenchments, another southeast towcrd the road connecting
FARBERSVILLER and LOUFPERSHOUSE, and another toward PUTTELANGE, the extreme
southern hinge of the Division zone, All three patrols were successful in
developing enemy positions without physicel contact., However, enemy artillery
and mortar, directed at the platoon OF, injured two men: Pfc Chalmer L. Reed
and Pvt Freddie E, Forren, Activity of the enemy who wes apparently firmly
entrenched in positions prepered for them by forced lezbor, was negligible
except for constant harressing artillery and mortar fire. Observation posts
on high ground in the northeast corner of the Division zone gave the enemy
a commanding view of much of the Division'!s sector and nermitted observed
artillery to be laid on. our troops. The 1lst Platoon, in reserve at LACHAVBRE,
relieved the 2nd on 2 December 194/ ond immediately set up an OP west of
- HENRIVILLE which picked up eneny activity along the entire front, Vital
information concerning the disposition of enemy troops was reported through
the OP, The 3rd Flatoon, campleting 2 four-day rest at LACHALBRE, took
the Troop's secondary mission of mainteining liaison with the 5th Infantry
Division driving due east on the north of the Division, and sent one section
to CARLING, 5th Division Headquarters,

On 3 December 1944, however, the Troop wos relieved of all previous
missions and directed to mointain contact with the 2nd Bottalion 318th
Infantry, attacking eastward toword FARBERSVILLF¥R, and the 6th Armored Division
driving north fram PUTTELANGE toward the seame objective, The 1lst Platoon pubt
sections with headquarters of both units and kept the third section in a
Platoon CP near HENRIVILIE, As the situation srew more complex on 4 December
1944 another platoon, the 3rd, took over part of the assignment in order to
facilitate the flow of information into all headquarters concerned. Enemy
resistance grew fierce but continued pressure by our armor and infantry drove
them out of FARBERSVILLER, FARSHVILLER and LOUFERSHOUSE on the 4th, Retreating
to the northeast, the Gemans nevertheless clung desperately to their high -
ground south of MORSBACH where the Division's north snd south boundary came
to a point in a pinch-off manewer that brought the 6th Armored Division on
the south and the 5th Infantry Division on the north, abreast for an assault

to the east.
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