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Still engaged in a mission ansisnccl at the l (lttcr p;~rt of the previous 
period, the 80th Reconnaissance Troop had only one pl:rtoon cornmitted to 
action on 1 December 1944. The 80th Division w<:Is driving eastward to\'Vard 
their boundary which ran olone a north-south line FUTTEL .. \NGE-LOUPERSHOUSE­
FARSHVILLER-FARBEnSVILLER and employed the 2nd Pl<:toon 0;1 the extreme right 
flank in a reconnaissance mission. 

The platoon, after boine; held up in l Dtc Hovcmber by he.?:vy enemy fire 
in the vicinity of HEHHIVIIl..E, G1'TUDf; south on 1 December 19h4, bypassed the 
town and worked east of CAPrEL before being forced to dismount by increased 
eneny artillery. Company D 702nc1 Tank Battalion vms ;;.ttached to the Troop 
to add pmch to the reconnaissance and was working in conjunction vdth the 
2nd. l30th tmits pulled back nnd set up an OP nort.h of Cih"DPEL ai'ter the 
enemy artillery had halted them. Dismotmted p2trols nore sent in three 
directions, one northeast tOVf<U'd Fi~'IDI~RSVILLER vlhere the Gn~ was knO\'ffi to 
have many-entrenchments, another southeast towtrd the road connecting 
FARBERSVIU.:ER and LOUPERSHOUSE, ;mel another to,1<U'd IUTTELAUGE, the extreme 
southern hinge of the Division zone. lQl three patrols were s ucces sful in 
developing enwy positicns without physic<:'l cont a,ct. However, enemy artillery 
and mortar, directed at the plat.oon OP, injured two men: Pfc Chalmer L. Reed 
and Pvt Freddie E. Forren. Activity of the enemy who YH),3 nppn,rently firmly 
entrenched in positions prep2red for them by forced lrbor, '\':as negligible 
except, for constant harrassing artillery and mortor fire. Observation posts 
00. high grotmd in the northeast cbrnel' of the Division zone eave t\le enemy 
a comm;mding view of much of the Division Is sector wd permitted observed 
artillery to be laid OR- our troops. The 1st P.Latoon, in reserve at LACHAlfBRE, 
relieved the 2nd on 2 ~cember 194h Dnd wlecliately set up Dn OP vrest of 

, lm'lRIVILLE which picked up enenv activity alonG the entire front. Vital. ­
information concerning tho disr:osition of enemy troops WC',s rernrted through 
the 01'. The 3rd Platoon, completing a four-df),y rest nt LACI-IALll3RE, took 
the Troopls secondary mission of mainta:ining liRison I'Tith the 5th- Inf,mtry 
Ilivision: driving due east on the north of thn Division, Clnd sent one section 
to CARLING, 5th Division Headquarters. 

en 3 December 1944, however, the Troop w:'l,s relie'ved of all previous 
mi.ssions and directed to rnainto,in contact ",[ith the 2nd Battalion 3l8th 
Infantry, attacking eastward to\"(.lrd FP.RI3EP.3VllJJ)1i, Nl.d the 6th Armored Division 
driving north frau RlTTELANGE toward the s.?rre obj ective. The 1st Platoon put 
sections ,'lith headquarters of both units and kept the thirq section in a 
Platoon CP near HElHUVILLE. As the situation f7:ew morc complex on 4 December 
1944 another platoon, the 3rd, took over part of the ass:igrunent in order to 
facilitate the flow of information into all headquarters concerned. Enemy 
resistance gre"R fierce but continued pressure by our armor and infantry drove 
them. out of FARBEaSVILLER, FARSHVILLER and LOUPERSHOUSE on the 4th. Retreating 
to the northeast, the Gennans nevertheless clung dosperCltely to their high -
ground south of MORSBACH where the Divisionis north Wld south boundary came 
to a point in a pinch-off maneuver that brought the 6th Armored Division on 
the south and the 5th Infantry Division on the nort.h, abreast for an assault 
to the east. 
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~'ith only a am:ul }X)ck('t oi.'I.IY! ;.f)IW l efl-, t,r .. (~~I"' ''n ',n\~, th0 Division 
ordered a. reconn<,issCl.l1cc of t1\'~ ".'1"' .; L:,r t.lJn Tl'o()~\. 'l'),n Jrd Pl:'t,()on tnok 
tho mission :md procc c; chd nm+,!! I';~ : ; ' }"~'" ,1fT J').',/,. ·": .r .. ~ "")·; .'"nc',;r.J u'llntr.r-
rUIJ!:.ca, liber~.t(!d l:J: ':l' ·L'lili;i,::;. ; ,j';' ... . f·. j .i i ·" · ) :' · 1 . .'1 ' .'. j ' ;, ~ . : '<"' :' ." 1, ()I·,nr.' ,t,inr; 
foot p;;)trols 1;lLo tho hi,::h 'T' ""\'~ :. ' :.l ·· " J':,i;. , . ... :.1', ,1 "iorLnrl, h'J 
stc:,lth, thrOl1f~h occnn:l(!d \;fT,;:,'·".· : ,,' " ':,Iii" · 1" . ),"I.f~i.1,rn·'.!I.: ,tir'n 
CO:1Cp.rninc e:nnn'Y r ;lll·,l'cn'~!I . . ", .:. . .. I· " i , :. ' ,.' i :.; · ;1 ·' . ,: , · 1+.iJJ-'~l'Y 
concen::.r.:iL:Loll~; lWl'r!'\' 'jj' ,111, , . ., , .... . . ,;, 1i . ;;t;I,T'Ji .I .I.i';, 

~nrl F".l{lJi::a3VIL1~1~L. '[h~~ ;)) ri i !.;: "'" , ' . I, i",, : ' ·i.l;ii.l:i. ' J~ ':'. () 
t}url:, of the; J1'(I, )"c!1r:Lr: I·,cd i .• ) J. "' ,,1':, ' ; ' . ' '." ', ' 'i:. ()(,rn (' 

Dcc(:i'~)cr I'j/lit t.he t\'l(l .fll ·.;".,q, j : ; :.; 1'1 ;," ' .i ",· " :. , . f ' to : ! f ) l " t-, TJ''''~ ·.(10n 
Hw.intuti,ning liai.;;o;l bct"!""'~;j ")i',.' I. i; .:.1':' ,; ,i'.' :-.!,." 'i'l'f') (», ·,!C:'lt 
into Divi~>i~m i~r; :·;(.:l~v~. JJ!;;" ' i~" ' ,' ., . ,·1; ·: ... ·,,)'. '01. ,' I · 

hOHover, ,T, cnCIi~y ;·rt.i:IJ.():i,':r h :·, ·,.···. 'i · ·" ;:,!" ':: ,' ;r ,, · .. , . : 

the pId,oon let'.deI', 3:J~ Ibbcrl. I,. I '; ' " J' J .·C. " >,: .. r· 
The f.1l)verw~n1i t.o J>;~U,i~;i:iI(;ll :;,.;.! ... . : ;1. Iq('{1 '/ r ·.c" 

,": ; 1.1·, (If 1(; :n.; ~ :/!H, 
j . : ~ . 1 : .. ~ (-)l· r ;,~~ r. ltnl·lf, 

.;. I ~. I)!) ! ,)-,)1 1:'" • 

,1 If'"!.' 1. ':)!:.I:. ."l" r1 h:.' noon 
the ent.ire 'froor> Wfl.c, noc; n'.j]'J (·rl . : ,' '" l' .i.'.: i.;,' " '. ' ;". ; ~ i.·n··'1 -:-") .' ,1', ,1 'L" 

until 1.6 DccclIlber l<Jhh, t.:')(, '1'1 ' r-.',' ,;, ," , .•. \: ,,, . . i • . ·' \ · ,!; · ~ ,t ·liJ.· ' ; ' i ... ·'; 1 f)J' n"'r~' onnr:!l, 
r:l.:>intcn:lnco of n,(.,tor::-;,i:",·,),jl ' ·I , .". ·1 '. Ill!. 

ffcchnicC)l tr;':iJl. :i.lV~ in 1';'., ;1.c. ; ' ·"i :. " : ,.:,' (" . 
the entire rC8t'~-'(!riod u i)r::',.1 :;, " ·"; .f·;'l;("· ;;l·. , . . 

Serl/ices ;1nc1 by 1.(j D(!Cr;Llb'~l' J'.'!!!, :." .: 'L' r ""(" ,.,; :; 
c'l.ct,ion. 
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'I'he Division propel.reel t.o t : J~r! 1) ; ' i' '(")~:it 10n on t i ,,, ·il', : p.';':,rI ~ r'i.,'j1t f1.').11)-:: 
on 1.7 December 19h1~ :md the 'rrr:lOp '" Y ': ri h.Y ."dr;:Lni;;:;:;:' ; Vlvf; cnnvo7 to GUISIHG, 
France, to outpost an n::lGi~~ncd :;,·c[-,":c ~nd. ·.~!ot:·:Ll:i/3h (,.(,',l:. ·-ct i'lith ;),dj .... cent 
units. The 1st c!nd~d Pl~]t ()()110 '·!0.L'O fJmpIoyr;d ill the' ili-; : ;:l0i1 :mr1. on Ie 
December 1.91..4 they had. picked up ~~f"J:l~d.fk~r<,hlc inJ.orm· rl·,jr)j'1 r~[ :-"" rd :lnf, diGDOsitinns 
of the J~+th Inf:)!1t.ry Di.vi:,lion un1.',(~ nOt-.h I:] r:L.·:l~L fl:nl -·.'1d tIl(' rqi.h Inf:-Jnt.ry 
Division drivinG nort.hvr;·rd. (ll" [.:", .!i.vi.':i.nii' " 1"1.': .• '1';,.,; ::L ; ~':;(il1 '.· ;r'~:; l· .. ~.i~r;l~r 
completed lllien the Trao!) r(~e' ; .i.v '; ·'; <"" t; .; .:; C,I, i 'r)'r : , ' 1 ·,, " i. :.:\ ·: . lw l·' · '; !"· i;~d';r '".If 
the Division, t.o Lho LU~C~rJ;:;) ' i i!~ !.'1")':. '.;I1' ·1.'f, i .• 1) " j:q·1.1 ... '1" :1,'· 1".; '; I ,;' ;'nn ~. ivo 

h (,,d taken hold :.:nrl pondjr.·,Lc li .:"")' ,:'j ', '1 i ·'.l."1J~:·', 

Tho Troop a.f;: :cublo(] in j~l.'Tj;·; f ,·' J.<) ',h(;.::, 1".,' ) " "'!', .,' ,,' i" ~'; : ',,)' ",,,1 
admil1.iGtr.:,:t.ivc m;.,rr.h, .~ .;l1Ij l·:-J.'t ~ · t·. C) ~; · ~() ;"-' 1' l.l, . ' . ;. ' ;""'." ;'. ,'In : ' ~Ll q ·i.,'h1-.I·'· '1;'rll, 
UOV(lJ·1C'rrt. J:Ji'.do f:'st.er b:r t:1C: 1.l: ; .~ "i' h ' ·':L:V.l,L';, ~'J' ·;,: 11;'. :.:I'! T:'>no .)i.;,t" t.h,:; 
cnpitol city of LU:,{);'~;3i;UilJ} ::lJ O'/CY) ~~n Df:'" ,~Y j' 1'.1!:/:. j).",, : ·'."·b.·,} L1!~ Troon 
"';;:;·5 a[l!1it')10d the t;t:Jh: t).r r(.' ~ (' : i·:oi' .. " ·: j:'i:·~ : :, tf) t!v.~. , ,'~ I' ( ·I ·i~:; '. : l ' -i-. n ( ir:!vr~l()~l · ... .Iho 
::;ituDtion. Inform.'1tian n"~;i . '.·;).3..:,, ' 10("(:' il:: ~' ,', i' "~ , I' .. : " '" i.'~L c:uccc~;;,r;8 

but by 0700 ?l December l')ll.h, :,iw :,11'1'(::: ]\J;':~',,),;~;, ,,'" !.\ ': ;., ;Tn.· , ,,'.:t.r.ndinr. 
frem south of G\{)N.1'1H,jACli'Zi1 to " ~,, , U::r, 11',';(' r'c' COll:l . ; , pl 'i ' .h ' ',\ ( "' \,T .!:f)"l'"CC!S <'nrl 
had detcl'ninc d }"X) sit ionn of il " ; r .r .I.', .•. , .. (: ;-"lIlJ~~r l1 11 iJ. :' i n !. i ," . ; / (: to '''J.> • 

The D-iviGion's tlu'(}c I~·: : i.i ' ''·il;.:" " ,)··;:i.ll: '. ; \ ... ,·:·.l,.·c " :"; '·r'·i':. 1.1]' .;, :~r : li!(r; t.o Jl1nat 

'~hr~ fi'Cl''''V taolc ,· ...... ~J·>·if)l' . , 1, "l,n : ~l:lL ' :)""; l.~·;·' ':.'rn'," ,., .. ~ ("'1dr.r"~rl ;'. (111n]. 
v " 0 " L"~ e, .\. c' '''' , , ) .I,...: ' . ' " . ' . . '. ' 
8ssil1J1l1cnt of maint.,..,j_n:i.n;~: ll: ' !.,:.;'l1' '." " ;' 1 l.11 f ! Ii ·r· pi·,,' ·' . ~'· '· '. ·. : ~)nLf"; " :" '; i)bri .. ~; ion 

,md to COl1.t.:.c\:. tltr: 90th li,(:con; '; ' i-; iI .· ," .'} i ii ' .i. '1";; (, " : ; : •. ' l{)U, '\"" 'nl'r~,] ni.vi.nior 
s'outh of El'1'LEBHUCL. BnLll r.:i: ; ::i.,,::: '.:" i."·' r~" .II!':li'" '. i .:.i, ·::·.Li.·,;' (': :" !l'.LJ" :~Y"lCJ 
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successfully ond drove clemcnJ,~l Ilr 1-.1'1'-: 352nd 11'f:,:-J,j';:' iii_vision b:1Ck acr03S 
the SURE RIVER on the lD ft fl·'!1.!;. lI'!w;r (;n".n;,r r~"'i~;l~;'iwr: ()11 the rirrht, 
honever, ':Tn,s onculutt.crcci .. ;,'\dl~'l' "":':,c h"1tl r";-I' Lif",;,}-..- t", I,h' l,fT'}Tl of 
EfTLSBRUCK c1.cf~pit,c I':!;Jjl:-;!.·'Jli:. "J::,i.LI,' 'nri ",.,;~;. ,I I "I':1;"r'~;'I·::l:'. 0' ;--:\ 
December 19hh tll'.~ ?"ld rJJ1Lr")~-1 ',J">',,": 1,1, "II:, ',::, i,:,,:, -:'-:r:Lnr, nl):;';l"'v:i,l"f~ 

ErrLEBItUCK <:nd []lu'r')unr:1i i',r: \".';1',' ii' 0 'j': ", 1;1)1")1' 1", "." i.l, i I ,n in :~(;ll]::I~f:n, 

cmpl::1ced F-IO 50-e;'1:UJC~r n:,'::' :":: I~,:J::, "I,: ,';r",; I" ',,':."': (~(n:;:i.rl'T:~],lc 

(fl()venont. :in tho v.tc:LnLt~;· ()f. '::','i,";:::!.~;'~:. (~I "I. II.:, ",' -:"1:/, l.h' Jr(l FJ:'ij(v)11, 
relieved of it:::; JJ.:;,ison ni.n,i .... l1 ), :",,,1' ll' :q:·1:;I,., i',' !,'i" :, ','l" -ri.ci:.it;r. 

For tl10 )l(~:t, t,\\iO d:,:tr~, L!I :. I";V">' ·1·,J.··J,fl(-.J':·~ .: .. (; 1;1'1". t~'i.'·.; :;:·'r,l~ r'.i~ni:~)n. 

an 25 lliccmhor l')hh :,', 'l~,'.i"-:I" ;,::'''1, ·,,"f)r)~,:q~!.', r',l-"j:"~ l-,'1r; :"i_-p'l', c;('OU!',:'r1 

E.r-l'LEDRUCK'c hu:>:i.)1n.8::; 08eL:;_,;;': ['(,1';;() 'i.J. tt) ',,-. 1::""'1':" .;_,::1. 
l'ho ~l.dv:-ncc of tlv.' IJi.-.j.i.'lj,,'" I; :i_':i' ,;r\.r:· "'; :.·i" :'1, n.',,,], 1)'1': l'r;c:n :'~f) 

l';cpid :-Jnd Gllccc:;.'lful ~,h"L ;'(l() ".i,',':·-;,rnn ",; ""." -i',· '.,",.,.; r,11.1-. 0;.'1' l)(',I";n(1 ()Ul~ 

lines in tho vloods north uf f._;"j, .:. Iil ',pl,·,· ,',',-: ... ,{ .... bl"J:'l:-011,t of '1'.h8 
C11CI=\\T, trlc 111~OOr) 'H;!S ordcrr:d. .~~(} I ;!-.lL:t~t .:'11. 1-' .;.~,,·,ij;·) :L' ',1. r:r:C-l.or' ;;~1d vriY)(1 out, 
~I:ny rcsir,'r,nHce found. :,11 :,~:Y'('-; ',T !-,~j:Y'-i'; ';'-,,": "',,",",',", ;" Ll,'; (}"~'r:;:t,if)n "r:tth 
mounted n;."trols hc.in[ r.l,:::i.ld:, 'i,)';' ",,1:'11.'<11 I • 'i.'}'r;·' ,\' II r.l~I/Jf)n Cl't::; 
nt }t~.(jJW'J :uld J~'Ii]"~IG. lln '··CLJ;,:li.:-. /,(' i :,i: 1., "-'.'~'~., r~ :"j"jr'C(~'1 ,'1n(1.. on 

?:.7 Docartibcr l()hh -til,) ;".n(l JI;':', ...... ' i.·I,l';:!,."'l"I.·,:' . ,;'1," tl1r'IL'-,~h thn 
noods in their c>cct,or. ;.>LiYl ,":' '-:'.",;. ,,' l ;.'" " ,;... ':',,: ... , 1 ~.:"~. rnlisv'\rl 
of the mis::;ion. 

The Division temporor:LLy tool~ 11.1' t.he (kI'::1-~ivr.\, .H,~l l-i.n8:~ rllnninr, thl'oul3h 
\MH.l\Jt~N-~iKL3CIlEIJJ-l;J.:;1ildi!Ji-n lm;r;m,"::; 'l()n!~ 3li:t,; J.JV·;j~, ' .tl I,ll. ~;~ Lr;cr;:nor 19hh 
the Troop WD.s :r.V.:. 0chcd t. 0 tJ"l';':rU':\.l1 :1::',1''' 1'11, j'J ". i ,: ",-, I' \.,,; "') ",-, r·~]1(l -L he r.;:tr(~nv'! 

right sector of their zone. 
The Troo]) rel.i.vad Glc'w,:lL:; "·i. I" ;~:,Llt it'·:,,; ','," ;<.~" :>'1J:,!11'rn ii' 1:,1'1''\:, 

area on the ?:.9th of DcC(!:tb(~r', "11.,': .iy' ,,)],j rl"f"'!!(ir;'~!' l.j,~, ,"~'r'I'n'l snllth I)f 

Ef'l'LEI3UUCK. Cc'n\:,:1ct 1'i:'~; r,;:j.l'l;,·i_u": .\1) Lil': r.ll·;r!·, '.i_:.h!.:'· r)n!',h '?r:'~n!1l',"i-:;:.~.n(:r; 

Sc!u::tclron. Consir:(11':"bln "j,nr," ;"';.';.'1 1 ,1'.'[ ['ell ",,:. (," ,.1. 1 )1'::, ; 'nl')'\,J by 
nersonnel of t.ho l::;t <'nil :'n,1 1],:'~,:)"" ; 1(ii·"i_'ffl·.·r~r~(l 1,:c :.:,'- ".-.,,1 Jf() (·,,'1;;ll·.J.t'jPr>, 

however, ",ere ::n:tffercd. .i~:·l.nn;r ',.' l.j·r,'_;: ','" I':' ,"c l , t·,,':-, ,_,; ""r: ,'1;,1 on 31 
DocCl:tl>er 19hh, r;hortly hc'i.'u}:r: ,1":,';'l"'" )-, " G"1": ',l .. ,.,.:,,~ :·,:i'()'., r:'I:i}1.c1:1:.J;:,r (11'0330<1 
in US tmiforti13, On[;1-1.:;11-<; ",,].:Li;,': :' r: "'''':',}',; !1,J: ' ,;'U '_'-"': "'T:;"" 'i_" ;--,ll': 81{-,11~tion, 

"Jorked their Yf<:,y to nne "f ,n~j' ""' •. ',n: ... :.; ,'~!(; t'o:; " .. " ri·,· '['1:-1"';; ':. I,:'1'1:i.r1:;, 
[lnd l'vt Ln.uronce D •• Joh)~~-,,~;: :,' ," :,. .1',,!) ;,;-5.:;"'1"'1.'. 

At. 0700 ;ll LCCC!!:lllcr l(/!:J:.:,';,·:L:::,O()!I:; 1('1'(' i""!.,"'! "Y. :,~r,j.o: ,t.:,1',:'r.fu·c',nt. 

to the 3ll':th ,-;>n<1 thoy jJ;;jv:(i.\...·,. i.',' "":i -1:]-,-, :.]'.,'.(, l~.::.IC~" \J.1 
t.hree, hOV;0VCl', ·'101'0 :l.lrrt".:'i ll(.i.'"j". ' i. :hU."':iJ. ,'. :"i. n': ",1:' :~L,,.'i.r;'i.,)r,lr; 

l.oft fi;.mk th,'j~ V!"·~J to 1,,::')..11"': ,1 nl1'~-., I" r 
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//r.~- )_, /f"d-i 
~;·,:.UL L. ~)l:rTH 

1st LL., C;'v;:>lry, 
Gonl!a.r1ndin[: • 


