HEADOU ARTERS
- 7OZND TANK BATTALION
APO 403, /0 POSTMASTER NEW YCRK, NEW YORK

2D November 19Lk4e

sUBJEC®:  Battalion Elstery.
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Pariod frem 1 October 1944 te 31 October 194k

Origingl Unite
a. 702ud fenk patiilien (Vedlum)a
b. Organized 1 Harch 1943,
c. Organizsd at Canp Campbell, Rentuckye
d. Authority for Organization: 320.2/53 (:F) (R)~AGOT (1~2-3), and @Rr
1, Generel Ordcrs Number 14, Headquerters Arsersd Force, Fert Koex,
Kmtuc.i:?’e
ec Sourced #ron which personnel was obtainad: Ths Cadre for the Baitallen
came from the &th Arsored Division, Caxp Canpbell, Kertucky, #d the j)
recruits cime from the Mew Cumdberland Receptien Center, New Curberlend,
Perineylvaniag %)
Frincipal chinges in evganization resulied from changes in Tebles of Organ- OD
jzaticon, end the activation of a lignt tank company on 19 October 1943. The jv
desiguation of the Unit was changed from n702rd Tank Battalien (Medium)?te \
w702nd Tank bButielicn Yo )
Straengllis Commissioned Varrat Inlisted /j
g, Strengths 1 Octebov 1044 36 3 by7 _ 154
Eo Het increcsa te 3) Octebex 1944 3 0 8] q_)
¢, Neb deercasc to 3L October 1944 [¢] 8] i
de Strength: 31 Csteber 1944 39 3 Ge5 }
Q
Stations ef Ualty -
a, 1 Ccteber 194L: Vicirdity of Bellevills, France, through 12 Octeber 1900,
=" 13 Ccteber 1044 Vicinity of Ville-hu-Val, France, through 31 Octeber ?)
194k .
The purposs of &1l marches was Lo accemplish the tactical miszaien ef the
Battelion in comectien with military overations against the enelys Spscifie
instances ¢micerming marches given in the summary of eperaticna by Battalien
S-3 Repert atteachesd.
Rattalion engapged principally in Third United States Amy drive towards

Gerpany, driving the enexy ot of the towns and territory cast of the Hosello
River. The most important mission accomplished by the Fattalion during this
period was defending the bridgehead east of the Voselle River and driving

an north te the Sei.le River, and consolidating positicns west of ths Seille
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pattalion History = 1 Oct L4 to 31 Det L4 Contid,

7. As the month opened, the Battalion, attached to the 80th Infentry Division,
supported tha divisicn in the maintenance and enlzrpginr of the Vosells
River bridgehead. Dwring the defensive period from the lst to the 7th, the
Rattalion had a.e medium tank comrany in sup ort of each Infantry Beglment o
Unit CFs were located as follows: Com any "." = Le Tont de lonsj Com any
npn « Te Tont de I"cnsy Comoany "CW - Atton,  Comany 'OY, in sucport of the
50th Peco.nalssance Troops, vwas located at Justires. Headouarters and Ser-
vice Comranies operated from the woods ad UF625. The Dattallon CP was
located at Pelleville. The only unit actively oferating againet the enenmy,
the Dattalion Asszult Cun Flatoon (e}, was engaged in firing drmterdictory.
fire under Sattoiion control.

puring this » rlod the enemy held renicourt, Yantncourt, Serrieres; Lount
Toulen, Sivry, Yount 3t. Jean, and the Eols de Tourasss. The rain eremy
ele_ent contacted was the 553rd Infartry Division with approxi:ately five
thousand (5,000) men. 7Tha wveather and terrsin was generally unsaitable
for the use of tanss. No ections took rlace until thie division launched a
coordinated attazck on the 8th of COcteber,

tn the 6th a division plar for the enlarging of the hridgehead to the line
of the Seille River was c.ravlated, Thds wis to te a coordinated atlack,
launched at 1 Hour on D Doy, in two phases. In the first rhase the Rattalien
rinus C meeny "RY and Somany DY, was to assault and corture Lixicres, Meunt
Toulon, ana the nerth holf of Yeunt 5t, Jean in suppert of the 31%4h Conbat
Termme Qomsany "DY, abtiached to the 319th Infantry, was to coplure Renleourd
and Clemery. Corpany '"2", vith the 317th Infentry, was to assault the south
half of lcunt St. Jesn. For the operalion Comany "CH, &0? on Battalion

was attached to the Rattelion, and one platoon of this unit was placed in
suppert of Company tB"e

Frior to this oweration the enemy had shown his tenacity in holding hie
position, and his agpressivencss in congtant counterattacks. TFolh terrsin

and weather had teen in his favor, with superier OPs on Vount St. Jean, and
Yount Toulen, and with wvery sopgy pround, softened by weeks of rain. Ex-
tensive minetizlds, hotu AT and 2P, had been found in the Lixieres emd

Sivry scetors by Inlantyy Tatrels.  The encsoy had well dug in positiala with
wihich he wes faritiar and had the advantage of interior lines of cormunication.

H Hour was 0530, & Octcber 1944. The weather was clear, but visibility wes
very poor for the operation due to a heavy ground fog. The ground wes suite
able for tank operations,

gpecial cormunication measures developed to assure contact during the essauld
ineluded two COFs with 505 and 508 radios establidhed at St. Genevieve and
landrenont hill, and stuff liaison officers with each Carbat Tean Headguar—
ters,

the Battalion Vestar Flatoon had the wission of amoking enemy positicns on
Lixlerss and Hill 3,0, &lded by the Leavy ground haze the mission was
accomplithed satisfactordilye

The Twitalion Assavli fan Plztoon sttached one gun to each redium tank com
balye
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pattalion History - 1 Oct 4i to 31 Oct L4 Cortld,

Companies—#am and nCr, and Cemjany "CY, 602 ™ Pattalion (-) assaulited

each throuch the valley of Ville Au Val with Commanies ‘n column, until
reaching the 3cille RBiver plain. At this point Cortranies fanned out,

upt Comuany onthe left (lorth) before Lixieres, and "C" Corpany on the right,
{south) before serriercs. TD3 covered the flanks and reer and renained pre—
vared to engage any encny tanks which might appear. CT 319 assaulted from
the woods at U2530 in ca:juiction with the tank attack. At 0910 Company "A"
had its first objective {Iixieres), ard organized to continue to a support
positia west of the Dois de Fourasse to cover the divigion flank. st 1228
Comrarny "C" had taken its first ohjective (Serrieres), but due to a delay
in aviedval of miferfey o join, <id ot move on to & mipport rosition with
wAN Qompany.e  WAW Corpony losb three {3) tanks at Lixicres due to land
mines. ALl were recovered and returned to casbat duty. -

Company "BY, with one platcon, Coumpany wCU, 602 TD Battalion, sttacwed,
assaulted north on fepicourt and Clemery with the first Sattelion, 318th

Inf aibry. The assanl ting force had fenicourt by 0230, and moved north,. Byw
canse of the heavy fog and a concentyation of crnemy smoke, the uridt by-passed
their chjeciive ot Clunery. They reasswlied Clemery énd had «ll of the tomn
except the chatean b 1228, Captain FOID, the Com eny Commander, wes kllled
in action, and Jlewtenent JDILIAQ B KILIZR ssswned command ab 1325. The
Company roturned to a Cosbab Tean reserve position at U857310 at 1600,

Company ‘Dt assenlted through the gap at BPralts, north to the south sleope

at Yount §t. Jean, end tecok up Fire wmipport positiom for CT 317 cssault on
the mountain wnd Slvry.  The Sowmpary chjectlve was palned &% U715, Company
upt yas released to the pattalicn at 1340 and commenced rovenent to Petielion
assenhly arct.

me Battalion mines Covguny “LH assenbled in the valle south of Landremcnt
for reservicing and preparation lor contimuaticn of the atteck, in the dire
ection of Nowmeny intha meming. The only tank losses for the day were those
by mines in Comvany “A". A1l assipned objectives were pairieds. Approvimately
one thousand eipght hunired (1,800) prismers were taken by the délvisia, and
the eneny in the arca was badly maulod. "hreo enemy AT guns wers destroyed.

Ko eneray armor was enccuntercde

Phase Two consisted of a holding operation involving the whole Battazlion.

H Hour was 0600, § October 19L4. At this tdime the Battalion tank companies
were to be lined up on the west edr¢ of the Bols de Fourasse and pive fire
support to the sdvance of the 319th Infentry throngh the woods., Comrany nmAR
was courdtied on the north, placing firve on HILFNY and the area to its
South. "R" aid "CH Comani rlaced direct fire into the woods, ard "pv
commany coverad the sonth sdzo of the voods and protected the right fNank

of the pattalion. The dattalion Lortar platoon smoked the high pround oast
of ;bauncourt and nsrth of the Seille River. Comrany "CU, 5027D Battallen
vas relieved frew attachaent as of H Hour. The Assaalt .n Flatoca operated
in the same manier as the day previous. Comrmnication was the samo as beforae

having exteniod vuvernd 108 cocdtdion Lo

d A H P - S 4 h g sy
not to ffre esceph il weior doe Be the JWevel Ving poor visibdility.  oF 326
Lieutenant SHG, Mortsr Platoon Leader, had completed bis mlssloa snd

o 3w

By 0737 the pettilion degs MAN Compuay Vids in position: the latter Compony
fod buvernd 3 U202330, Conranies were cantionod




Battalion Histoary = 1 Oct 44 to 31 Oct L4 Conttd,

received permission to withdraw,

mgi, ncw and "D* Comoanies had very little ection, but "A" Company became
heavily engaped with eneny infantry and lost three (3) tanks to a German
tazooka fire. On completion of thelr missions Companies returned to assembly
area South of Landremont,

The operation was again very =uccessfud, with eight hundred (800) prisorers
of war for the Division. The 553rd Germen Infart Py Division was practically
decimated and had to be withdrawn from the battle line, The hetercgecnesue
collection of Corhat Teams which had held sectors in the area were all
practically wiped ocut.

From the 10th until the 31lst of the month, the Division assumed a defensive
jogition., The Division front line extended sorth along the Seille River
from the Cheminot Road to ihe horizontal coordinate U32, and cest along
this eoordinate to Letricourt. Enemy troops facing us at this time were
elements of the 17th Fanzer Gren. Division, the 1431st Fortress Inifentyy
Battalion, and elements of the 45th Infantry Divisicn.

on the 10th Company "Ct, was called out to repel & counter-attack develeping
on the Diviston ripght flank, The attack was successfully halted, tet in
doing so the Compony pad two (2) tanks bogged dova in the mud. Those tenks
had not been recovered by the end eof the menth. On carpletion of their
mission the Cormany took up & positian at UP05290 end revained in direct
support of the 319th Infantry Rugliant,

n the 13th Company "A" moved to a new locatien (U810345). nR0 and Mo
Companies remainsd at US27275. In compliance with the Dlvisien defensive
plan each medium tankmcompany supported its respeciive combat tesn 20 &
reserve to be used as & counter-attack force only., Company "D' romeined

in pivision Reserve. Headrquarters amd Service Companies meved to Landremont,
ard ihe Pattalion CP was abt Villes An Val.

Due to the shortare of artillery ammunitlon, the medium tank comranies and
the masault gun plstoon recelved a sccordary missdon to reinforcs the fires
of tie civision zriillery. Fire control was exercised as follwwis: Company
it - 512th Fleld Artillery Pettalion; Commany "B - grhth Tileld Artillery
Battalion; Company "C" — 905th Field Arti lery Rattalion; Assault Gun
Platoon — 315th Field Artillery Battallon, There was no further action for
the marth, '

8. The Commarding Officer in all engagements of the Rattalion has been
Iieut enant Colonel RALPH TALBOT 11I, Infantry, The Pattalion was part of
forces commanded by Licutermnt Ceneral GECHGE S. PATTUK.

9. Iosses in Action,

KILIED
OFFICERS: ) ENLISTED VIEd:
Ford, Francdo P., Capt, 01015619 Saetta, Joseph P, $/Sgt, 33602128

Loughead, Dernard, Tec 5, 33565532
Vurphy, Joseph F, Sgb, 33595680
Terzo, Lawrence, Ivi, 30585013
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pattalion History = L Oct Li to 31 Oct M4 Conttd,

CFFICERS:
None

OFFICHRSGt
None

104

AR
FORD, FRANCIS P.

Yanning, Jolin Ve Yen 5

LeBreck, George E.

RANE

Capt On

TTOUNDED AND INJURFD

ENLISTED LN

Beckard, Aundy J, Pfc, 37529033
Pel legrino, Recco S, Pvi, 32218401

¥elly,

Vassington, Nicholas &, Tec

Pepert L, Cpl, 33602114

5, 33596721

Sabol, Joseph S, Pfec, 33596240
Lurpghy, Yshlon H, Tec 5, 33596480
Darry, Thomas J., Crl, 33505810
Stamer, Gerald O, Sct, 33502831
varcello, Jorn P, Fvy, 21/,25550
Frey, Flmer 'l, Tec 5, 33621704

VISSDIG TH ACTICN

ENLISTED LEN:
Nons

ACT

complete disrezard for nis owd
personsl safety and despite
heavy mnemy fire, disaounted
fron his tank and essisted a
wonnded Infantryman inte the
turret of his tank, and upsn deg-
cending into the tank himself,
he was fired on, hit, and dled
on the spots :

Former and jresant marbers who have distingaiched thenselves in actlon,

ATATD

e

§ October 1644 Gapt FEMD with Silver Star

{(Posthumsusly)

on 9 October 194 while the unit Bronze Star

to which he wes attached was
making an attack upen heavily
fortfified enemy installations
Tec 5 Vanning drove his tank te
the vicinity of a disabled
friemly tank and desplte raking
enery fire and in full vies of
the enemy, dismounted and res=
cued a wounded comrade, retuming
hin to safetye
cn 9 October 15L4 vhile the unit
to which he wzs attached was
making on attack on a heavily
fertfified enem> installaticn
pvt Lafirecd: drove his tank te
the vicinityr of & disabled
fyiendly tank and desuite rixing
enexy fire and in £l view of
the enemy, dismounted and res-
cued a wounded comrade, returning
him to safety.

- 5 -
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Battalion History =~ 1 Oct 44 to 31 Oct 44 Cont'd,

b, Purple Hearts pwasrded:

NAME RANK
Heckard, Rudy J. Pfc
¥elly, Robert L. Cpl
Pellegrinoe, Rocco S. Pvt
Yarcelle, Joehn P. Fvt
Starner, Gerzla O. Sgb
Vessington, Nicholas A, Tec 5
Barry, Themes J. Cpl
Yurphy, Yahlen H. Tee 5
Preston, EKenneth T. Pvt
Shaulis, Clark Pe. Sgt
Froy, Tlner ¥. Tec 5
s2bol, Jossph Se. Ffe

1SH
37529033
3360211
3z218,01
31425550
33502531
3359721
33596041
33598430
4,20295681
33757092
3362179,
33555240

DATE CF

ISR

£ Qctober

9 October 194

9 October
9 October
9 Octobar
9 (ctober
9 Cetober
9 Octobiar
2 October
13 Getober
23 Oc¢tober
9 Octobar

1l. rhotograrhs of rersonnel, important ecenes of events not available

31 Octeber 1944,

For tha Commending Officer:

651?7/:5Z4@??L/<E§

»hHhe

WILLIAL B, *ﬂ”t‘“

1954
b
1544
1GL4
190k
1504

194N
194k
19k
1G04
1%
1941,

up to
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