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SUBJECT: Ba..ttalion Rigtory, .
Period from 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945,

1., Original Unit.

a, 7024 Tenk Bottalion (Uedium)e

be Organized 1 March 193,

¢. Oeganized at Camp Cempbell, Kentuvcly.

d. auihority for Orgenization: 320.2/53 (AP) (R)-GNGCT (1-2-43), end por
1, General Orders Number 14, Headouarters Armored Force, Fort Knox, Fentucky.

e, Sources from which personnel was obiainsd: The Cadre for the Batialion cane
from the 8th Arrored Division, Camp Campbell, Kantucky, and the recruits cxne
from the New Cumberland Reception Center, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania.

2, Principal changes in organizalion resulted from changes in Tables of Organization
and the sctivation of a light tank company on 19 October 1943. The designation
of the Unit was changed from "702d Tenk Battalion (Mediwm)" to /024 Tank
Battallon®,
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3. Streagth: Gommissionsd Ysrrant Enlisted
8. Strength: 1 February 1945: 45 N 2
be Net increzase to <2 February 19A5: 4] [¢ 5
c. Net decreass to 22 Februsry 1545: 1 _0_ o
de Strength: 28 Pebruery 1945: L2 3 TR

Les Stations of Unll: ‘
a, 1 Feb k5 thru i Feb 45: Vicinity of Godbrangs, Luxembourg, P9127. {1ap
of Luxesbourg, Shaet Ho. 4)e
I, Feb 45 thru 13 Feb 45: Vicinity ef Colwar, luxembourg, PE233. (uiap of
© Luaxenbourg, Shoet Ko. L)e
13 Feb 45 thru 24 Peb h5: Vicinity of Diekdreh, Luxembourg, P8&Ll. (Map
of Lurembourg, Sheet No. L)
21, Feb 45 thru 27 Feb 45: Vicinity of Niedorsgegen, Luxembourg, P59L6. (Map
of Luresbousg, Shest Ho. &)e
28 February 1945: Vicirdty of Ferschweiler, Luxembourg, 1oW1s  (Gup of
Iuxenmbourg, Sheet Koo Lje : ,
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5, There were no tacticsl mardies during the month of Pebruary, 1945.

6, mtialion engaged principally in Third United States Amy drive towards CeImanye
During this period the main action of the Rattalion centered arcund the Seigfredd
Line breaching operating caryied out by the 80th Divimicn in the vicinity of
the Germany tovn of Wellendorf. During the initial stapes of the operation this

" mattalion did not engage the enemy, and the only enemy activity reported by
wnits of this command was sporadic artillery, wortar, and nebelwerfer firs. An
increassd use of the nebelwerfer by the encly to sugnent his valume of fire was

reforted yhroughout tha wonile.

A + o
on 19 Febriury 1945, elemsnts of the 2d Panzer Divisico were cntacted by the “‘\\D
divisica un\“omr vighbe Within & fow daye all: elements of the armored divisio;{ {‘J-)\
=)
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were contacted by this unit. Although this organizatici was to be the counter
attack force saved to assavlt cny unit sble to break through the line, it
lacked sufficient power to unfold a real blitzkrelg. The attack resembled an
infiltration, and was easily held and thrown back  The basic tank weapon of
this unit was the Mark V. A nmunber of lark Vs wers destroyed by their omn
crews when they were surrounded and out of gas. The eney evidenced a lack of
gas, and often had to use his tanks in "dug in" positions or as en Assault Gua
or AT gun would be used. At no time were tanks used in a mass amcault,

Throughout the peried mines (both AT and AP), tank obstacles, and demolitions
were used extensively. Road conditicns were also in the Germans favor, for
the countryaside could boast very few paved or wide roads. Thie lack of o good

road net weems to have been purposefitl on the enemy's part, but was not completely

effective in halting our adgance. The morale of the eneny troops facing us
constantly deteriorated throughout the psriod. Buat a snall minority, generally
those in comtrol, clung to the theory that in some manner Germany would wins

The period 1 February to L February 1945 found the Battalion assembled in the
vicinity of pltlinster conducting maintenance of vehicles, troop rchabilitatiom,
and practice firing of reinforcemsnte. :

The Corpanies wesre located as follows: mAM and "D" Companies at heuwland; rpe
and "ct Compoenies &t Bourglinster; Hesdquarters and Service Companies at God-
brange, dortar Platocn snd Batialian CP at Altlinster.

On rebruary 4, the Bettalion received Fleld Order No. 30, Headquarters 80th In-
fanbry Division. The 80th Division Relnforced vwas %o, attack at 070200 fFebruanry
1945, cross Our and Sauer Rivers, breach the Siegfried Iine and corbinus the
attack to the northeast. Caapury "B was atbached to the 318th Repinend; Come
pany "¢t was attached to the 31%th Infantry Regimini. The reraindsr of the
Battalion was to emplace all available woapons for fire on targets east of the
Qur and Sauer Rivera.

In compliance with the above Field Opder, Companies "B" and "CT moved to the
areas of thoir respactive Combat Teams, “B" Compeny moving to Beaufort; and
nou Company to Dettendorf, Couwpany MAY report to 313th Field Artlilery Fatiale

ion to reinforce the fire of that unit.

Company "A" reported to Headguarters 313th Field Artillery Battalion on 5 Febe
ruary. Two of its platoons plus one section of 105mm assault guns wers placed
jn indirect fire positions to reinforce the fire of the Field Aytidlery. The
remaining platoon fired direct fire misaion on pill boxes locsted across the
oar River froa positions southwest of Hoesdorf. The Company continued carry-
jng out the above until 14 February at which time the unit was attachsd to
the 317th Infantry Regiment and acsasmbled in Bezufort, preparsd to move across
the Sauer River at Dillingen on Regimental Order. The Company moved across
the river 15 FPebruary to an assembly area in the Vicinity of 1008420,

The Company remainsd in this assenmbly area until 18 relruary vwhile the compamy
officers conducted route and erployment reconnaissance within the Resgimsutal

Zona of AdvunCa.
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Zona of Advance,

At 0600, 18 February 1945, the Company attacked north from the Sauer River in
support of the 317th Infantry. The attack continued until the 25th of Pebruary
and during the complete operation the company used {wo platoons woridng cloaely
with the assaulting battalions while the third platoon mounting the T34 rocket
launchers furnished gencral support from indirect firing positions. During the
drive the Company assisted in clearing the towns of Stockglt, Bollendorf, Nux-
baum, Bettingen, Freitingerhole and Failsdorfs '

Until the 13th of February Company "B' supported the attack of the 318th Infuntry
from gmositlons east of the Jauer River in the vieinity of Beaufort. Two platoons
plus the Howitzer Section were placed under the control of the 314th Pield Artil-
lery Pattalion and fired indirect fire missiocns. The renaining platoon fired
direct fire on targets across the river from positiens in the vicinity of Eigel-
back. This plato.n destrgred one anemy assault gun and one truck from this
positione

One platoon moved from Beaufort on tha 10th of Febriary and moved teo Dillingen
with the missgion of rrotecting the bridee sito. The rplatoon oceupied this
pesition until 13 Pebruary at which time it crossed the river with the rest of
tha companys

Upon crossing the river the company placed one platoon of four tanks in direct
support of e.ch of the three battaliens while the four tanks mounting T=3L rockel

launchers remained under Regimantel Controle .

The Company remained inactive except for two limlted obJective atiacks until the
1841h of tho month. The first platoon while advaneing with the third battalion of
the 318th Infantry destroyed an enemy assault gun on one of theso atiacks,

Company "p#, with one platoon subattached to each of the Infantry battaliones,
attacked with Regiment north fro: its Ssuer River bridgehead on the 16th of
Febrary. Thz sttack continuved against determined resistance until the 254h of
Fetruary at wiiich time the towns of Hultingen, Mettendorf, Freilingen and Nieder-
gaeciler had been clsared.

Company “CY assembled in Bettendorf 5 February 1945 and supported the 319th
Infantry by fire initially fram positiocns on the east side of the river. Two
platoons reinforced the fire of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion while the
third platoon supported the second battalion of 315%th Infantry by direct fire
from positions in Hoesdorf.

The first elements of the Company crossed the river 12 February when ocne platoon
erossed in the vicin.ty of Wallendorf. This platoon asslsted the third battalion

in reducing pillboxes northwest of Wallendarf.

The 319th Infantry attacked north from its Sauer River bridzehead 0500, 18 February
with the rest of the £0th Division. (ne platoon of Company "C" subattached to

each battalien with the rocket guns in general support.

The drive continued and by the 26th of February the towns of Forperich, Semerich,
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9.

Geichlingen, Cbergeckler, Outscheld, ijeidingen, Oberraden, Lahr, and Niedersgegen
had beencleared of the enemy., Campany "C" had two tanks disabled during thia
action,

The Battalion received orders from Feadovarters XII Corps on 26 February 1945 that
it was detached fran the 80th Infantry Division and attached to the 76th Infantry
Division. ’

The Battalion was immediately assembled in the vicinity of Niederagegen and moved
to an asgsembly area near Ferschweiler the night of 26 February. 7The next morning
npt, npM and "Cr Com-anies were attached to the 3R85th, 304th ard 417th Infantry
Regziments respectively, and advanced with them southeast from Ferachweller to
Trier and the Voselle River., This attack was still in progress at the end of the
month

Company "D had one platoon of light tanks operating with each of the medium tank
corpanies throughout the monthi

The Coanding Officer in all engagements of the Battalion has been Llmiensnt
colonel RALPH TALBOT ITY, Infantry. The Battalicn was part of farces commanded
by Lieutenant General GZORGE 5. PATTGN, JR.

Losses in Action:

OFFICERS: ENLISTED 1EH:
i T Schaeffer, Cyril H, S/Sgt, 33013400

KeCall, andrew A, Tec 5, €BRYRZ5
DeLaurentis, Joseph P, Tec L, 33596770
Tondresau, Jemes J, Plo, 360704,
Rissell, James T, Pvi, 33850552
Thier, Joseph R, Sgb, 33602215
wjell, Charlea R, Sgb, 17009347

OFFICERS: ENLISTED VLT )
Tavlor, Qliver B, lst Lt, 0462532 Prewett, William H, Cpl, 335946588
prestridge, John %, lst Lt, 01017681  Swth, Jr, ‘alter %, Pfo, 5341436

stevart, Floyd T, Cpl, 338621537
Abraham, Joseph A, Pfe, 33621559
smith, Jewal S, s5/ozt, 39314242
Jones, Jr, Daniel B, Sgb, 33621604
Daniels, Jr, Howard, Cpl, 33590716
williams, George R, Ssgt, 33757800
Edwards , Jack G, Cpl, 36974%2%
“oern, Robert G, Pvi, 3%55G64G0
Riley, Frederick ®, S/Sgt, 16085457
Dzik, Leo A, Pfc, 33703625

Harmon, “oodrow W, Sgt, 15056736
Clark, Carter C, Cpl, 39639337
Griffin, Hemer G, Tec 5, 34197014
Caballero, Ernest E. Pvt, L20734L2h
Eekenan, Frank F, Ple, 32946842

put ler, slfred ., Tpt, L2141129
“orden, Loals &, Fic, 32050204
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HISS™HG IN ACTION

OFFICERS: " ENLISTED MEN:
Nae None

10, Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in acllon.
NAKE RANK ACT AWARD
Schroeder, Charles E. 1st Lt (n 24 Decenber 124, vhile support- Silver Star
ing an infantry attack on Ringel,
Luxembourg, Lt Schroeder, tenk plat-
oon leader, received fire from enemy
tanks on neirby conmanding ground.
Although two of his tanks had bLsen
disabled, Lt Schrosder ordered an
attack upen the enewy and led his
platoon until enemy fire destroyed
his corpand tenk. Tith utter diare-
gard for his own personal safety, Lt
schroeder stood on the tank and extri-
cated the wounded members of his cres,
evacuating them to safety through io-
tense enery artillery md small arme
fire,
Rice, Harold W. sgt On 26 Decerber 1944 in the assault ~ Silver Star
against the ensmy-held tovn of Fehuen,
Laxersbourg, Sgt Rice while serving as 8
tank commander, vas wounded by sniped
fire, Reclizing the need for exper—
jenced tank commanders in the battls
vhich was inereasing in its fury, he
volunbarily remained or duty in his &ank
and capably fought Ior over three hours,
T.ter when the battle sabsided, he agreed
+o have his wounds dressed whils his tenk
was being serviced,

b, Purple lcarts Awarded:

NAME RANK ASH LT CF i0UNDS
Stowert, Floyd Te Cpi 33631537 € Feb 1943
gmith, Jr, Talter E. Pfe 33541536 & Feb L5
Prewett, Willian H. Cpl 33566588 7 Feb 1945
putler, Alfred W. Pvt L214,1129 9 Peb 1945
Ripley, Jemes H. Fic 3766623 1), Feb 1945
maylor, Cliver B. lzt Lt OLE25%2 13 reb 1945
Ptwards, Jack G. cpl 3697492, 12 Feb 1945
paniels, Jr, Howard Cpl 33595716 18 Feb JGL5
Clark, Cuter Ce cpl 39833357 20 reb 1945
griffin, Homer Go Tec 5 3!;19’?91}; 20 Feb 1343
Toomas, Winfred Ls Cpl 3L938081 20 Feb 1?45
Sidells, Guorge 3gt 33621491 13 F=b 1945
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pattalion Ristory = 1 Febl., to 28 Feb L5 Conttd,

NAME
Reppm: Guy We
Hill, Ernest A.
Thomas, Albert O.
riley, Prederick
caballero, Ernest E,
pammarell, Howard T.
Walker, Ivan ¥,
Kelly, Robert L.
BlItler, Alfred We
Linchorst, Earl

" Tein, cherlaes T
Harmon, Woodrow V.

RANK ASN
e 36888539
Tec 4 33621637
Tee 4 334,187
s/sgt 16085457
Pt LTzl
1st Lt 01017036
2d Lt 02000080
¢pl 3360211,
pvt L2141129
Tec L 33621679
cpl 15338890
5gt 15056736

22 Peb 1945
21 Feb 1945
20 Feb 1945
20 Peb 1945
17 Peb 1945
18 Feb 1945
22 Feb 1945
20 Peb 1945
20 Feb 1945
20 Peb 1945

11. Pphotogrerhs of personnel, important scenes of events not available up to

28 February 1945.

For the Commanding COfficer:

IVlliapm B ﬁw@a

WILLIAM B. JKCORS,

Capt, 7021

methalion,

mttalion Hisbordane



