HLAD JUARTERS
7021D TANK DATTALION
APO 43, ¢/C POSTVASTER NET TCRK, NEV YCRE

10 January L9456

SUBJEST: Battalion History.
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pericd frow 1 Decauber 15,4 to 31 Decesber 1944,

Original Unite

a, f7C2nd Tank Battalion (edium)e

'_E_. Organized 1 varch 192,

Co Crranined at CamD Mamonell, Fentuckye
d.  Authority for Crganization:  32Ce2/00 (27) (B)-&IGCT (1~2-.3), =nd par

rbey 1k, Bezdiarters Arnorsd Ferce, Fort Enox, Kentuckye
Se SOWCHS froe v ronnel wms obbeineds Tho.’ fadre for the Datialion crns

fros ths 8th Arccred nivicicn, Ceul 02 ~rall, Yentucly, ond the recrulis cixa
» L 2 ?

frow the New Cumbhzrland nece~ticn Center, New Cuwmberland, Permisylvanize

Principzl chenges in orprnination resitt sd frox cianzes in mebles of Crganization
=nd ths ectivation of a light arl connany on 19 Cetchar 1943« The dasignation
of the Unit was chanped Irca n70nd Tenk Rettalion (};cdiu*;)" to 1702nd Tank
B’lttalifln"fg

Strength: Conrtssioned ‘rarrant ”P
£, Strength: 1 Decenber 1944s 39 > .

i : A S S— S

5. et increzse to 31 Docecber LSk 2 Q //O
~. ~ a -~ w . Rl " -

ca liet decrease o 31 pecesaber L 0 0 )
d. Strength: 21 pecesher 1GL 0 L1 3 (‘j
Go N -[> ‘ 2R S P - - A

gtatlons of Unii: ]
2o L Dsc Mk thra 16 Dee Lh: Vieinity of Valnont, Francéy cahst. (Lap of
fleroany, Shosh Ko 6807 ). 1
17 Dse 44 thru 19 Dec Lpe  Vicinity of Tining, France, 01549, (Map of >
Gorn:ony, Shsab 7ol 63CT)e )
20 Pee hi thru 21 Dec L Teinity of Teudolanie, Tosembour g, P790% ?

(Lin of Luxesbourg, Sheel No. h)e {
22 nee L4, thru 31 Dec L4 Tinlgen, Taxeabourpg, PeLE. (Vap of Luxes- o
bourg, Sheeh To. k)e -
Thers wers two tactical Lasches during t'is period, itre first weu from vatmont ?)
Froucae, QZ‘J;SA, to nining, France, 1549, and coasuned four hoars. g UTROSE

of Uris narch was to bresch the Siegiried Idne ~nd crecte & workeble bLrotke
throaghe Toe ceeond tootien) warch wos fro. Bining, FTance, n15LY, to 1au-

delangs, Luxesbours, P7OCE, 2 pericd of ten Lours, Tas surpese of this warch

was the German eilaw throagh Luwresbourg ond Pel-ium hed gained cach welght
and irtensity, thot it wos necessary to relisve the preczuwe -4 defond the
gily of Taxexbdurge
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pattelion History - 1 v 44 to 31 Deo 44 Cont'de.

7. pecembsr opened with the three compaules ecch attached to their
respective combat team of the 80th pivision, snd with the Bettalion
¢p at St. Avold. Beadquerters and gservice establishments were
operating &t Valmont. This situstion existed until 4 December.

on the 4th, the 318th Inf, reinforced with "A" and "pv Companies,
hed the mission of resuming the division ettack and ccpturing the
1imited objecctives of Farbersviller, Machern, Thedingen, and the
higzh ground to thelr jnmedicte northesst. In the eusulng ensegenent
company "B" mesaulted on the left (northwest) with the ¥First Im.,
718, lLinitea objcotives for this seseull were werbersviller and
yochorn., Wi JORDONY with the Seeond peittslion ettacked om the
right {south ©o noreh eust) with Yheaingen snd the high grownd to
{ts porth 1o be btakole

cvhis ground wes hsld by elements of the 17 SS Pz. Grene Division,
yhich hed shown & recent return Lo 1ife in stopping the onwerd surge
of the 60th pivieion at Ferbersviller on X vember 30. This divieion
had just received 1,000 roplaecemsnts from Pragics

The infantry pushed of T &t 0700, btut the tanka needed bridpes acerobs
the creek ot Verbersviller beflolc they could be used cffectively.
Tte DELSONYE Srd plotoom in MIBT QOMpRLY g¢id perticipote In the caps
ture of ¥Farbersviller, aprd had lekel the tcwn by 0800. Bovh compenles
hed evossed tha river at 1020 end inmediately cmbarked oW thelir
guppertivg roloese AT 1100 A% Comnany wias voported In Thadinmen,
wheress ®RW Company URNKS repnliod tociern et L4050, Vhlle on o raw
connaisaance {or w supporting pozition for ®AT™ Company vanxs on the
niil above Thedluzen, Capirnin el AT ves wounded sexlourly by
morter Tire ond 0. QULITCRD pomried comeend of the poTRRRY.e ke
favire edl ¢ ives, the ooC wden tool wn a dalansive
osition,; "AT & noai ot pooheruwe  Duwing thr poion,
135 pricouers were Gakon and B AT pung wars destroycd. Oae Pk W
fank wep Ariven off. MNons ol oux toank e were Gounaged orf KROeKoa Oule
puring the night, ©3% (Company ruf tenks deployed as xonrd bloogis,
since the situvetlon was very weoteble in thelr sreiie

-

npr coumeny woved to Tnedingen the nerst day and AT CORpAEDY returncd
to Lwolierne

On the seventh the 80th pivision went into COorps RescIVe, and our
Battalion was agscmbled to celly out some much nNecded malntenencs
and trsining. The Battaelion CI group joined Hesdgueriers Conpany
at Valmont, wHm snd "oV gompanies acseubled &b Altviller, and "AR
end "pn assdadled in Lechoubre. This period lested vutil the size
teenth of Docembils

on the seventcenth the Eattalion was orlered to an acsembly aree at
pinning in prol “tion vor an escault on the siegfried line to thao
portha.  The Dofitelied erpssed the Divieion 1F et OF St. aveld o
1300, end wos rouiod throush Suars Seoy Union to Dloiligs
The potiulis ran ot 1700.  Within the
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Battalion History = 1 1.6 44 to 31 Des 44 Cont'd,

next twenty-four hours, the wholo divisior had concentrated in this
areg in preparation for the essault to breech the line and oreate

a workable breskthrougiie

By the ninetzenth, the GeYLAaR attack through Luxembourg and Belglum
had geined such woight end intensity that it wss nscessary to ghift
the &0th Divisicn end ite ettached units morth Lo hell relicve the
pressure. On the Hiﬂwhec,Th our Bettelion rececived orders to mereh
to & Divisicon goncinuluiliol pﬁinp ip the viciniiy of pRischertizd
Luxemboul f . L 1 erossed the 1P et Sanr LI_)A at i
the ninpctuel ; thu route~-ng Ste Aveld,
Tekangs, Horare 4 . Franehed uorcci on oL
ro:d Lo | “',\_)‘(“:_3 i ﬂj_( o (;} tho 60 or T
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Battallion Histery = 1 Leo 4% TO 31 pec 44 cont'd.

‘objective was to push forward es fur as possible along the Luzen=
bourg--Ettelbruck road. The unit moved very repidly and reached

the outskirts of Ettelbruck at 1020. 41l etlempts to gssault tha
town frontelly fsiled. One tank, an M-4%, A=3, E-2, was knocked

out in this sction. On the twenty-third, Lt. RIVES did enter the
tovn by moving very rapldly without inrsutry support, but his
position becsue untenable &nd he was ordered to withdrew. On the
succeeding deys attcempts were mede to flenk the clty snd atteck
frow the west. The terrain in this ares was fouud tc be impossible
for tanks, end the city was it&xen on the £5th by lnfentry troops.
vor the rest of the month the Company was in a defensive positior in
arentzigen in cenjunction vith tho Mhird Sattalion, 316th Infenirye
snow fell lightly in the early morniung ws "Cn Company left Follenfele
on the twenty-second. The first end third platoons wels supporting
the Tirst Rattalion, &19th Infantry. They mel thelr Tirst encuy
resistence, conslsting of ensmy bezcoka patrols, ot Micheelbaale
Thev then epesculted snd took the towns of oberfeulen and Neldere
feuleo. In this fraces they put to rest 12 horse-drown supply
vehicies and 7 crtillery pieces. Tne tanks spent the night &b Cber-
feulen. Qup second platoou, supporting the Third Batlelicn,
agsgulied wnd took Merzig. They spent the pight &t Vitchisde

suring the niaght of B2-7895, two tenks of tho first plsatoon nngar
Lte PLuSTRIDEN, tool part in a suace ssful night attoen with the
sanond 3t alicn, and extended the 519thtsc penetration eiuest Lo
meldersheid. 0On the 23pd the first pletoon agnin surported thy
pirst Pattalion. Their objectlive was Xebinal. They met Ud enomy
resistence until the "jump off" from bhe hill south of Koelial.
prior to this, though, our tenks shot at & colwnn of men, k1lling
100. Dpuring the actlion, 10 enemy tanks were sishted on the loit
ard ten on the right. The pieToch gcoounted for wwo snd drove the

others off. In repsllling o c~egttacks, the third plutoon
knocked out 4 trucks and 3 ° The second platoon weat bock 0
Yerzig to mop up and baggoed rigoners who had infiltrsted our
1ines the night before. The; _rported the Third pattelion in 2

nisht ettack on madler. In i&kTer actlous around Ringel, startlug
the 24th end continuing uvutil the end of the wmoenth, the GoranLs
counter-stteckoed constantiy. One platoon dmyed on constant ziert et
Ringel while the rect of the Compeny was assembled ©b Helderobielte
purine the month three tenks were xnocked oul snd one Wil bozsod
jown. Cne tenk was strefed at medler with two men killode.

since the 318th was halted st Tttelovruck, the 317th was comuitved
on the night of December oath &t Netderfeulen. MA®T Comprily wWad
attached to the Second —gttolion, 317th Infaniry, end wan told
they were to sttack ¢nd try vo take the town of Secheidele. The
mhird platoon with 4 tenks ettacked =t 0400 through the woods.
All 4 tanks were lost wnen the terrsin bereme impossivle for tenks
to coptinuce. Oune tank wWes knocked out by bazooks Tlre. On the
25th the coumpniy Was psteched to the Thizd pattalion ond wee O
atteck the town of Hohmal. mhe town wes not taken when the
puericen Jalautry couldntt zdvence unger the Neavy Gexnnnn Lirce
Alter this ccileon the compuay went into e defeneive position with
-t w




pattalion History = 1 pec 44 to 31 Dec 44 Cont'd.

the infantry on the hill above Kehmen. The attack was resumed in
the morning, with no further succesSse Two tanks made ths edge Cf
town, but ram out of ermunition. The Coupeny returned to thelr
defensive position, and remsined there, except ror two deys, for
the rest of the monfth. They were relieved by 7"B" Coumpany ©ud thooe
days and performed 6oue nuch needed nmaintenance.

The Taik pattelion Cp moved 10O Reakange-leg~yersch On the 22nd with
the Dlvision Headgquarters. Heedquoertords compsauy &nd Service COmpany
get up their estoblisivaents st Liutgen. Cumpany ©DY had one pletoon
atteched to ecuch Compaly throughout the months

pue to the heavy ccmbaet end the long road rorcehes tuken duripg tha
month the Battalion had culy 25 rmediuws tands operative om Deooanlir
o25th. By the end of the month, this number hud boen built up e 30
as o note of intsrest, the following &re the ccmplete hatile
easuanliive for the pattalion fopr 19diie KIA 31, Wis 165, KIh 6.

8. The Corrandin affieor in &ll ongs ements of the pattalion ben heeR
0 - 2 -~
Lieutensny colongl RATLIM TALLOY TTT. Jpiantoy. The kottolion was
part of forces commendef by Lisutensit Genered CEORGE S PATTOH: JRe

9, Tosaoes ip Aotione

AL IOTRD B

QFFYCRa: .
Lona Tuenn, Fosoerh Yo T75, AECA3LUL
Dineen, Joseph ¥, FLG, o v
Lapliues, raul P, eot, GO
Firkley, £ Je FVLg 0L
punney, Williamm T cpl, GaYLTLGR
OFPICIRE: ;

Voperoots, F.o L cept, OLOLLRAY vt 3L4ABR4ADL
¥ 4 r

Grey, Joek R, 24 L%, S IAEAY Tvh, 58550034
chore, vim, K, 4ot LL, QLO1BRLL Ancy

irtley, R L, PL0,
Johnason, Marola W,0p-

]

.
’;F
7opp, Boward C, PYU, bb%D;??&"
Keels,Jr, wn B, 3/58%, $412305838
yarry, Jonm F, Pio, B550655]

wunserdener, Lee R, FYL, 09310164
riddte, Jr, sawucl Op Ogb
Forgie, Lawwrsuce L, BvL,
amolog, John ¥, Ire,. 54"
Dabielengo, caslmlic A,FVL
PoLcece, AULDUT L, Ty,
viechael, Dobert J, Cp4,
catelune, Feilx J, Sav
Thorpe, (hester F, e,
Hitbe, Herbert A, Z/5GU




Battalion History - 1 Dec bk to 31 Dec Ll Canttd,

~CUNDED AND LU (CCTID)
Teszczynoki, Cnester A, Crl, 3359710
LaCross, George L, Pvt, 21350191
Zigran, Vincent E, Cpl, 33596572
l'astrobattisto, S. L., Pfc 32ELTTLL
“elch, Jr, Harry K, Pvi, 3%9’5;81
Addl..\, James P, Tee 5, 33669)16
Crain, Robert D, Sgb, S9LTCY &b
Dragosits, Vartin G, Pfc, BBO.A L3

4

Yeezzn, John J, Sgt, 23598311
13113z, Toland 7, Tec 5, 33566047
Petrnande, "TAiiem I, Ter 5, SRTNeLIR

Frey, Tlmer, Tec 5, 23621704

Bellat, Joserh J, Cpl, 33621047
Yartin, Frank E, Pvi, 28472957

YISSING TN A0TION
L S V‘ Faa e
OFFICIRS: FALI5 1) 1N
Noaa Kerzazin, George J, Fie, 32621501
VeCormell, Christozhier,L, Toc h, 13340 5115

Fals, Andrew J, Pvh, 26322342
10, Fomer and preseit members who have distinguiched themselves in actione

RATE 16T R
3/5gt  During poriod 10 Sept A4 to 27 Nov  Bronno Sy
Liy, S/sgt vianare distinguinhed hi]
self in performing his dutles sy &
Tenk Tlotocn Serpeant amd in the ale
sonece of on cf‘flu:‘ served In thea
Cape eity of & Tanit Flaiooy Loetdare
“hile in (‘.J‘;“.,Y‘{'C of six {5) assanl
tenks in an attsck, §/6gt R
encountered & lwavily =i

conmaning the sitration a
Lap and compess, by-pacged ihe ob=
stacle and puided the platcon of Laiis
gross country to anothor useile road

to successfu Ay sommlete the assigned

pissicn. In enexmy countc‘*»;—‘-ftadw,
wnder direct heavy firs Iros howiiiers,
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wo compand cars, and tne horse drawo
artillery pJ,s, c'f.fo

10 COUICo, JamyT €. lst Ti Oa h Decomber 1900, LY Velonidno Bronzo Sunr
platoon leader, during Lhe couine C.L.Ce
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pattalion History ~ 1 Dac 44 to 31 Dec 44 Comttde

i

“ardle, Ralph R.

ba Turple Hearts Awardeds

pef i

oP¥ermott, Frencis Le
vestroreland, Sidnsy We

pEill, mllard R
1.'.2:‘.’17,1., ETa.nl'{ Je
mnorna, Chesber
tatzlano, Pelix
vichael, Rt
Zigman, Vincaal
Foncaes, Artauer

e
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ACT ATTATRD
of an attack lcarnod that the
Conr :ny Cormmander of ~» supporiing
compeny had been wounded by mortar
fire., The Ledics were unable Lo
reach the injured ren dus te the
intensive enemy fire. The emexy
upcn seeing Lt veforndeots tank
coming into view, oponed up with
en assortment of weancns, inoan
atte:pt to cestroy it. Tgnoring
the shells end suall aims fire, he
contiraed on until he hed reached
the woumded of ficer, carrying and
plecing him ‘n the tanke he enciy
cantinued firing throughout, but
anhesitatingly and deringly Y4 o
tornico relurned to czriy & woundoed
infantryman baek to o tenk, safely
evacusting both rene

cn L pecosber 1644, Tec 4, "mzrdle, Tronge
o tank driver, during ihe course ' Shar

of an atizck learned that the (ons
peny Corznder cof & surp rilng com-
peny hut been younded by worvar
Pirc. The molics wers unstle W0
reach the injured pan g W Lha
intonse enewy Tire. Tas enely upos
see’np the tnk, driven by Teo 4
Wardle, come into view, diroched
fire uron it with an ascorbient of
weapans. I1gnoving the shiclls
emall ams fire, he renched the
wounded officer znd ploced his in
the tank. Thz cnay cutbinued firdng
throsghout, Lot withont hesitation bs
darirgly returned to cory snotiicr
vounded soldizr to the iwn
gvacuating both Len.

TASH DLTT OF TN S
OLCLE7LY T Hecerver 1544

33228013 g Desecker 1944
38520058 L Becozber 1904
1

SILEELZA tecacber 1%k
1,050225 o), Docember 1044
23757530 24 moexmber 1004
33020L2 oY, Decerber 1GLL
33595572 2l Decbor 154k
36581550 ol Docenber L9uh



pattalion Edstory - 1 Dec 44 to 31 Dec Lk canttdas

LYE RANE Asn DLTE (F_CUKDS
Darialenko, Casim.n.r A. PV 213501529 oL, Docauber L
porgle, lawrence L. Pvt 3740454 2!, Deceber 191,.&
Addis, Jawes T Tec 5 326495 £15 2l -Deceanber 1944
le.d..e, Jr, Samuel O. Sgb 33621506 21, Decexzber 19LL
pumgardener; Lee Ile Pt 393184 2}, December 104
Teszczynskl, Chaster A. Cpl 33595710 23 pecatber 190
Jomnson, Hezold e Cpl 37281342 22 pecenber 1944
Hibbs, Herbert he. 3/Sgt 33311359 25 pecesber 1944
Yenger, Jr, (2rl T Pic 35072235 22 necaaber 1044
Follat, Jescpn de Cpl 3367 6T 28 Decerber lom
zeppd, Howard C. vt 339‘3"776 23 necenbor 1940
Ferry, dohn Fe Pfc 33595531 23 pecenbar 194k
1aFortune, Donald U. Sgt 35469765 22 necerbor 1944
Petnaude, thlliam K. Tac 5 31403463 22 nNecenber 1944
Hi1dig, Rolapd Fe Pvt 33595647 2, Docerber 194k
Frey, o Tee 5 3342170, 2h Deeosbar 194h
coira, Henry Lo Tes L 33602207 24, econber 194k
Griy, Jaelk I 24 Lt 0513229 25 Deccxber 1940
Nelleoy, 1o Lo Pvt 39916660 27 Docerner 1904
elcen, chardes ¥y Cpl 3LLALA0 2l eoorhor 104k
Shore, LA n st 1t OLOLESLT 27 pacoskar LG
partin, Froolt De Pt 18472997 9 Decernoar L9
Vedn, Charlss Te . vt 15258550 73 Deccber A9L4

11, Thotographs of personnel, importont scenes of ovents not avallaetle up to
3] pscanber 1%4de

For ihe Coz=arding Officer:

A ibleanm 3O r,coﬁ‘a
’UILTN T’a JIUCL-,J
Copt, 70Zd "., 2 paiialion,
Batta.l“on Hig r.ua.n.,




