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_ HEADQUARTERS
702ND TANK BATTALION
APO 403 US ARMY

@-gf;mma 1945,

7% OF THE ADIUIES

original Unit. gt?ﬂfh

a. 7023 Tenk pattalion (lMediumb, f%ﬂ /7 // /{ ”4€arftﬂ 2/é=A7z" T e

B. organized 1 March 1943, M;{% IRAREC

0. Orgenized ot Camp Campbell, \Kehbemiss

§. Authority tor Orgunlzetion: J)Oaa/Ua (£3) (Ri=-GHGCT {1-2-43),
and parsgraph 1, Genercl Orders Number 14, Headguariters Armored
Foroe, ¥ort Knox, Keantuoky.

8+ Sources frowm which personnel was obtained: The Cadre ror ths

T  Battalion came from the 8th Armored pivision, Camp Campbell,
Kentucky, and the Recruits came from the lNew Cumberlend Receptlon
Centor, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania.

Principal chenges in orgenlzation resulted frow chapges in Tables of

Orgenizetion and the activation of a light ‘ank compesny on 19 (Qciober

1943. The designation of the Unlt wes changed from #702pd Tnnd

Pattelion (Mediwn)" to 7024 Tank Batiallon.

Strengths commisaioned Warrant Fﬂl“fﬁf}

e Strengthi: 1 April 19645: &3 o A

T. Net increase to 20 April 1945: U J

T. Net docrease to 30 April 1940: < L,

d. Strength: 30 April 1945: s 2

gtetlons of Unit: : 3

6. 1 Apr 45 thru 3 Apr 45: vieinity of waberm, Gormany, WH 137%. -

(Lisp of Cermeny)} T
4 Apr 45 thru 6 Apr 45: vieinity of Altenritte, Germany, WH l@%ﬂ.
(1ftap of Germany)
7 Apr 45 thru 11 Apr 45: Vicinity of Eberstadt, Germany, ¥J 271k
{(rap of Geimany) @
12 spr 45 thru 13 Apr 40: Vieinity of lioblsburg, Germasny, I 2983,
(Map of Germany)
14 Apr 45: vVicinity of gera, Germeny, WK C602. (linp of G““ﬂaAJ)
15 Apr 45: Vicinity of Glauchou, Germeny, WK 3658. (Map of
. Gerneny )
16 Apr 45 thru 19 Apr 45: Vieinity of Kandler, Germacy, WK 5582,
(Lap of Gormany)
20 spr 45: vVicinity of Doscherdorf, Germeny, WO o86a. (lop of
germany)
21 Apr 45 thyru 23 Apr 45: Vicinity of Kleuwiheim, Germeny, WO 2464.
(l;ap of Cermzny)
24 Apr 45 thru 26 Apr 45: Vielnity of ;¢rrberg, Germany, w0 4101.
(Yep of gerrany)
27 Apr 45: vVioinity of Willlenbtofen, Germany, WT 91685, ({(lap of
Gormany
28 Apr 45 thru 2¢ gpg 25 visinity of Zhegelsdor?, geimeny, Wg 700
(Liap ©f Gormany ) }
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Battalion History - 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 Cont'd,
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30 Apr 45: Vicinlty of Bayerbach, Germany, YU 2521, (Map of cermanv\
3 (Map ol Germany)
The purposes of &ll marches was to accomplish the tactical missi
the Battallon in connection with military operations egainst thaogngéy.
Specific instances concerning marches given in the sunmoary of opera-_
tions by Battsllon 5-3 Report attached.

Throughout the month of April, enemy attempts at resistance we
I re marked
by their continued feebleness. At only two periods was thers any sho:
:r streggﬁ?, and by late in the month our assault had lost its oharac-
er, &an e only proper description for operations enpaged i 4
Battallion was vroad muarch®,. P eree " by the

The citles of ¥assel end Erifurt were the focal roints of resistancs
and in the defense of the former, tanks were used in limited numheréo
Flak units were the manpower basis for this defense., But these fana-
tlcal sacrifice operations served to no value, for the miscellansous
grab-bag units cruanhled before ocur organized assaults after only a
token-plus resistance. The tanks which were used in the defense of
Kassel were the first we hed met in any pumber since leaving the ares
of Loshelm. The unit involved was the Panzer NCO School, Eissnach,
end originglly had thirty-two tanks, divided into four componies of
elght tanks each. Compenies 1, 2, and 3 hed Yk IV $enks, while 4 was
equlpped with p V's. A% first Tigey II's were reportod in the vici~
nity, but they were found to be desd tenks, heving beecn destroyed by
thelr own crewa.

No new or upucual wespons were used in the Battallen scetor during the
month. Enemy milltary crganization was in the last steges of degenera-
tion. The basic cefense units were CT's of company snd bavtellon sizs,
end K@Gts of rogimentzl sizes, JIn the case of Erfurt, three ol these
KG's were combineld into a provisional division, remed Division Fzlilere
gonvelescenta, men on furlough, schoosl troops, rear echslon man,
strogglers, and volksturn provided the personnel, saltlicugh tho last of
these showed & marked tendency to hecd for home et the ping of the
first shet. ¥Flak units filled both the functlons of artillcry and
anti-tenk weapons. JIufantry heavy weapons and reguler field ertillery

were glmost non-existent.

The attitude of the sormen soldier was onc of cunplete abandoument

to his fate. e fourd his fote ley only in two directions, doath or
the Fii camp, &nd with o little rhysiecel persuasion, generully shose
the latter. Fw Tigures grew astrononicelly, snd interrcgation Go-
generated into a simple countine of those who passed through the tills
of the TPy cage. The cerman people were completely confused end con-
fusing. Naony of them weut out of their way to bte hoepliuble to the
econguering Asserican, &nd overt ccis by thz civiliens ageinet our
militery forces were rore. Vhether this servile attitude on the part
of the gernzn people will continue cennot be enswered &t the present
tima.

1 sprll 1945 found the Eattalion in the viclnity of lleuklrchen (11302
preparing to nove to forward assembly area In the vicinity of Hunberg

(B1771ye oo Aoviad svioenited o 0 O817. Qo B ovue in pivision
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Battaellon History - 1 Apr 45 to 30 ppr 45 cont'd.

Reserve in vicinity of Homberg. Compeny C waes attached to CcT 319,

The pattalion (less 4, B, and ¢ Companies -
in vicinity of Homberge pa ) was in pivision Reserve

The action during the month of April 1945 wes chersotert

. F zed by &
series of rapid advences, due to the disorganization of the egemy
as 2 result of the rapld advances of the srmored Divisions in our
sectors,.

PERICD 1 4pril to 5 april 1945

During thls period the B80th Infentry Dpivision cneaged in t
of Kassel (C2203). ) &ag he capture

Initial%y Company A was 1o reserve with C7T 317. fThe Cowbat TMeam
advanced on 4 April capturingz the towns of Liedervellmar {C2107} and
Ihringshausen {C2208) to block enemy escare routes from Kassel.

Company B with CT 318, cttacked Kassel from the west, and cleared the
city 1tself,

gompeny ¢ with ¢T 219, moved around Xassel from the Southwest
capturing Eettinhausen ((C5402), Ochausen (H2099) and the high ground
to Scutheast of Kasscl.

on the 4%h of 4pril Compeny B was relleved from attechment to o ol8,
and one-half of the coupany altached to eech A &nd B companics.
gompzny D was atteched to CT 318 in Compeny B's place, ené assisted
the combat Team in melintaining law and order in Xassck.

PERIOD 6 Avril to 10 Arcil 1045

The 80th Infentry pivision prepared to resume the attack North and
Fast from Xassel when orders were recelived to stand by for rellief by
the 69th Infantry Division,.

Upon relief by the 69th Infantry pividon the 80th Infantry Division
moved to the vicinity of fotha {JO0S65) snd took up & delfensive
positicn around the town. During this period B apnd ¢ Companles were
attached to the reepsctive (ombat Teams, whils Company D was attachad
to 80th Davalry Reconnaissance Troop with the mission of protecling
the left flank of the division,.

The Battalion CP was established in gothae.

The Combat Teems with the atteached tank caupenies prepared to move
east from gotha 8 April 1945 and capture Erfurt. (T &l7 with Compeny
A was to advance on the Northwest porticn of the city. CT 918 wlth
Company B was to advencs at the same time and selze the southwest ard
South part of the city with cne battallon moving to east of oity
by~passing city from Southe

CT 319 with compeny C was also to by-pass Brfurt and be prepersd Lo
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Battalion History -~ 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 cont'd.

B.

advance Fast on Jena (J6366) and wWeimar (J5270).
FERIOD 1l April to 18 April 1945

Al}l of the Rocket lemunchers in the pattsllion were assembled in
Headgquerters Company et Eberstedt, end placed under the command of
LT. SHORE. The platoon was irmediately moved into position vieclnity
of Mobisburg prepared to support the attack on Erfurt.

The attack on Erfurt progressed as plemned, and the town was reported
glear, 132200 fpril 1045,

In the meantime Welmer (55270) had fallen to ¢T 319 without a fight.

CT 319 with compuny ¢ and Rocket Iauncher Flatoon then attacked gera
and cleered the town egainst only moderate resistence.

The pattalion CP moved from Gotha to vieimer, to gera during this
psriod,

The 80th Infentry Division with 702nd Tunk Rattelion continued to
move east on Chemnliz fron gGers, and was prepered Lo atitacy the town
when on the 18th of April orders were received directing ths Division
to move to an essewbly sres In the vicinity of paomberg.

rursuant to the above-mentioned orders the 702nd 7Toank pattelion moved
to the essembiy ares 19 April 1645. while in this srec the coumpanies
vwere located es follows: Battalion ¢P, Hesdguarters and Soervico
gonpenies - Klengheim (03464), A Company st Stublg (03963), B &nd
companies at Ieusdori (03662), D Cowpany wt Doscherdory (O3861Y.

Lo

The Bottalion moved from the Bamberg area to Nurpberg (03901) 24 April
1945, and continued meintenance end rehabdbilitetlion of equipment and
personnel,

The Rattalion moved out 24 April from Hurnberg with orders %o prooeed
to Regensburg (UL85S). alfter reachlng Regensburg the companisur
were once more attached A company to 317th Infant:y, B company Lo
318th Tnfoatry eud ¢ company to Sleth Infaentry end mnoved goutheast

n I3

from Regensburg with the Combat Tesmbe

At the olose of tho puriod thes pattallon Cp was established in
Ergolds~pach (U2820), sud the companies were advuncing gouth towsrds
the Toar River.

. T T £ e q 3 y - has taen
The commsndlng Officer in all engapements of the Lattaligg '
TAeutenant Colonel RALFH TALEOT III, Infantry (Arm'd). The bﬂtii}}CL

was part of forces comuanded by Licutenant sencrul GRURGAE S. FATTON,
JdR.
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Battalion History - 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 Cont'd,

9.

10.

Tosses in Action:

XI1IED
OFFICERS: : TENLISTED MEN:
larkin, Marx M, 24 Lt, 02000077 Mitchell, Tom B., Pfo, 37398899
DIED OF WOUNDS
OFFICERS: AN ED FENT
shearing, Eldon G, lst Lt, None
01018415 :
VWOUNDED AND INJURED
OFPICERS: ~ERLISTED LER:
Frestridge, John W, lst Lt, kehler, Grant W, Pfo, 33521548
01017681 O'Brien, James ¥, Pfo, 33196130
Schroeder, Charles B, lst Lt, Reid, Gerald W, Pfe, 36951754
01016079 Beck, Williem C, Sgt, 33596708
Beard, Williem ¥, S/Sgt, 38132034
Berquist, Blair A, Sgt, 33435849
Haskl, Rdward, Cpl, 35860372
Sajewicz, Felix, T/4, 35287822
Simmons, Herold B, 8/3gt, 33757161
Deemer, Alva EH., pvt, 35845312
MISSILG IN ACTTION
OFFICERS: ENLISTED Tl
None _ None

Former and present members who heve distingulshed themselves in sotion.

NAMTE RARK ACT AWARD
Turkoff, lazarus L. 578zt On 10 spril TEES, during en siIVeY sStar
attack egelnst glspersleben, Germaeny, _
the tank which S/Sgt Turkofi commanded
wes hit by 2n enemy shell which Troze
the turret in pesition preventing ths
gun from being treverssd. Undaunted
by this hendicap, 5/Sgt Turkoff
maneuvered his tank so as toc tline
his gun on an approaching enemy tank,
quickly destroyed 1%, and routed ths
supporting eneny infentry. $f5gt
Turkofft*s courage, initlative, end
resourceful devotior to duty alded in
the destructicn of e large enemy force
and is commencurate with the highest
jdeals of the armed forces of the
Tnited 3tates.

¥illstone, Lester T/4 A4s commender of & tapk re- Bronze Star
covery vehicle, retrieved disabled
tanks through the csmpaign in France,
Tuxembourg, and Gerzony, durlng the
period 6 August 1944, to 1 Arril 1945,
On numerous occasions, T/4 Millstone
kag voluntarily advenced into tho
direct enemy fire to recover Qaueged
vehicles., Duringz cevere mortar and
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Battalion History = 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 46 cont'd.

‘NAME RANK AVARD

ACT
artillery fire he has often left
the protection of his vehicle to attach
tow lines to mired vekhicles egnd pull
thew to sefety. Tec 4 illlstonets
oouresge and loyal devotion to duty are
in keeping with the highest traditiors of
the armed forces of the United 3tates.

Elckmen, Marshall ¢.¢pl ©On 10 4pril 19845, the tank in vwhich Rronze star
Cpl Hicurzn scrved as a tank gouner was
digabled by & direct bit from en oLony
tank during the assault irnto Gisnorse
lebon, Gormany. Dospite the caebined
artiliery, snlper, asnd direct tank rire
aimed at his immobilized tank ¢pl Hiclman
remeined et his gun end alded in Castroye
irng an encny tenk end repelling & countere
atteck. Cpl Hiclkman's courage, bravery,
end devotion to duly exeaplily ths high-
est treditlons of the arued forces of the
United states.

‘j‘;ﬂitf?head, 3‘: ?

villicao ¥, Cpl ©n 10 Apwil 1945, in Gilzperslehsn, Eronze Star
Germeny, the tapk in ~hlca Cpl whitensad
served &% & canpocn loader was hitv by

ensny tank flre. Cpl Whitszhead couragecus-
ly rezeined in the disabled tunk, continuing
te lozd ohe gun desplite hesvy snlper,
artiliery, and éirect tank {lire from the
eneny, placed asccuretely cus o tha eXcellerd
¢observation afforded thom. His bravery

end devotion vo duty, with couplete disrcgard
for his own personal safety, resulied in the
destruction of on encuy Lavlk end pidsd 4n
the repelling of o enziy sCunteratiack

of tunks and Infaniry, wod ere in Xeeplng
with the highecot trediticons cf ths armod
rforces of the United states.

Penzek, George Cpl ©n 10 april 1945, the tenk in vhich Bronze Star
Cpl FeunzaX served 45 & tank gunnsr wes
¢lsabled by o direct hit from an cnony
tank during the assault into Glsperg-
leben, Germany. Despite the combined
artillery, snlper, end dircct tenk rire
aired &t his lrmobilized tank, Cpl Ienzalk
remalined gt his pun erd alded in destroy=-
ing au enemy tahk end reprelling a countore-
gtico¥. Gpl Tenzuk!s by bravery,

ovion to Zuly o the Ligheetd

trodivions of the crooed ¢r othe yYnived

Statase.
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' 33ét£alion History = 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 Cont'd,

b Purple Hearts Awarded:

NAVE RANK ASN DATE OF LOULD3
¥ehTer, Grant W. PIc 336£1548 3 ADT 45
Prestridge, John W. lst Lt 01017681 3 Apr 45
chearing, Eldon G. 1st 1t 01018415 5 Apr 45
Reld, gerald w. Pfec 36961754 10 spr 45
Beck, Williem C. sgt 33596708 10 fpr 45
Haski, Edward cpl 36860372 IO ppr 45
simmons, Harold B. s/sgt F3757161 13 Apr 45
sehreeder, Charles E. 1st Lt 01016072 12 ApT 45
Deemer, Sr, Alva H. Fvt 35845312 15 L 45
Berquist, Blair A. Szt 33435849 18 Apr 45
Beard, wWilliam . S?Sgt 38132634 1é spr 45
sejewlicz, Felix /4 35287822 30 Apr 45

11. FPhotographs of personnel, lmportant scenes of events not avallable
up to 30 April 1943,

For the Ccommanding Officer:

(Z‘u%f.ﬁ@w'
7 SARRETT T. MC COKKICO,
ﬁj /lst 1%, cav,

Battalion Historien.



