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SUBJECT :

Letter of transmittal.

TO

: Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80, U S Army.
(Attention Division Historian).

-L.

In compliance with AR 3L5-105 and Memo #6l Hq 80th Inf Div dated 2L Aug
Lli, the Unit History of the 319th Infantry Regiment for the month of February
1945 is hereby submitted.

2. Request receipt of acknowledgement hereon.

For the Regimental Commander:

ALBERT R. THORNHILL 4%f
Captain, Infantry
Historian
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Ofiice of the  Regimental Commander
APO 60, U. S. Army

UMTT HIsToRY

(For monlh of iebruary)

SECLIO Teo.o.. el Uripinal Unit.,
SEOTIC ILX....... .. .Changes in Orgenizavion.

SECTION I37.........0brenpth, Commissioned and Enlisted.

SECTION IV..........00atbions: Fermanent or Temporary.

SECPION Veeeeov....arches,

SECTION VIL.........Campaigns.

SECTION VvIi.........Dkattles.

SECTTON VIIT........Comanding Officers in Important Engagements.

SECTION TX ... .. ...Loses in action; officers and men.

SBCTION X...........Former and present members who have distinguished
themselves in action.

SECTION XT...sov....Important Scenes or fvents.

SECTI0N I - Original Undt.
a, 319th InTanbry Regiment.
b. 15 July 1942
¢. Camp Forrest, Tennessee
d. Selective Service

SECTICON II - Changes in Organization.
a, Hone.

SECUION ITT -~ Strengbh, Commissioned ond fEnlisted.

Potals ws of 31 Jan L5 — 112 Officers and 3029 Enlisted len
Totals as of 28 feb L5 - 114 Officers and 2864 Enlisted len
Gain of 72 Off. Loss of 165 Enlisted lien

SECTIONIV. - Stations: Fermanent or Temporary.
}

a. Linbgen, Luxemnboury.
Departed on I February 49L5 at 0900.

b. Bettendorl, Tuxenmbours.
E¥Tived 6n 1) Tebruary 195 at 1300
Departea on 17 February 19L5 at 0900.

c. woestrofl, Luxembourg and wWallendori, Germany.
Torward OF arrived in Wallendori, Germany, at 0930 on 17

febroary 19h5. :
Rear OF arvived in toestreffl, lastembourg, at 0930 on 17
rebruary 194b.
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SECTI0H Vo~ tnrches (contd).

i, Goperich, Goraony,
farpoge:  To rvusd
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reor, anlne forvard aad rear degbi Cb.
b. Lensth: &y mmavely 13 miles.
c. Leit llendors, ( nv and leiderscesen, Germeny at 0930 and
srazived in Loperich, Cermeny at 1100 on 23 Mebruary 195,
d. [hoads were in fair shape but beat up due to heavy armor pushing

forward.
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SECTTION VI - Campaigns.

2.  Horthern France.
b, Gersany.
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SECTION VII - Battles (contd).

1. Bettendorf, Luxembourg, on 5 and & February 1945 contd. ,

2. Narrative account of friendly action contd. -
boats reported to the respective Bns at 1800 and 100 men from Co I carried
additional assault boats and foot bridge equipment to the crossing sites. 2nd .
Bn troops cleared Moestroff at 22Lh5 on way to Hoesdorfi Wire to all Bns and
supporting units., AlL atischments made plans for the river crossing and the
attack.

1. Crossing of the Cur River, Luxembourg-Germany, on § February 19L5.
2. Narrative account of friendly action: o
In support of 319 CT were 150 Engr Bn; 1135 Engr Group and 8lst Cml

Smoke Generating Co. 2nd Bn CP in Hoesdorf. - Mission 6f 319 CT attacks at

0703004 Feb L5 crosses Cur River and seizes objective with two Bns abreast.
Continue attack to the northeast on Regtl Order. 2nd Bn closed in Hoesdorf at.
070010 Feb U5 preparatory to force crossing of the Our River.t’E;d Bn experienced
considerabie difficulty due to the high flood level of the Our River and the =
swiftness of the current and heavy enemy artillery. and Nebelwerfer concentratiéns
Foot bridge to have been constructed by 150th Engr Bn was never completed - all
crossings by the Infantry were made in assault boats or by swimmip At 070635
Feb L5 1st Bn had crossed B and C Companies at site“located-Z%E%éésﬁgl'underf
hazardcus conditions aggravated by intense enemy artillery fire. ©5lst Armd Inf
Bn maintained a base of fire on the left Tlank of the Regt and feinted 2 river
crossing drawing some artillery and mortar fire.' At 070705 received word that
Co F had made erossing vicinity Hoesdorf and were pinned down on north side of
river by intense and accurate artillery and morbar fire. By 0715 B.and C Cos
had advanced 200 yards up the slope of hill toward high ground:at P9504)7 under
artiliery, mortar and small arms fire. The 905 FA Bn attached 1 plat 9lst Cml
Bn and reinforced by the 313th and 31lhth FA Bn and the general support of.the
315th FA Bn fired pre-arranged concentrations in support of the attack. At 0715~ -
the 51lst Armd Inf Bn occupied the town of Bettel meeting no enemy opposition but
encountered AP mines. At 0825 the leading elements of Cos B and C had reached

a point P953437. Engrs from Co C 306 Engr Bn went to the assiatance of the 150th
Engr Bn to construct foot bridge in lst and 2nd Bn sectors. The Engrs were unable
to get a foot bridge completely across the river at either site. The portion that
they did get in wahsed away. The Infantry with the help of the Engrs -from Co C,
305 Engr Bn mamned assault boats to cross troops. By 1000 lst Bn held a line run-
ning generally from PoLohh2 - P9S2Lh3 —~ POShLL3, with Co.B on the left and Co C on
the right., Due to the heavy artillery concentrations in the 2nd Bn area; it was
decided to build foot bridge in lst Bn sector and move remainder of 2nd Bn troops
there to cross. The Engrs were again unable to complete a bridge and 2nd Bn troops
remained restricted to present area due to artillery fire. Attempted to move some .
guns of Co C 811 TDs to fire on pill-boxes located on high ground at Pehi5hES but. N
any movement by the guns from present positions drew fire. The artillery placed i
smoke in area covering lst Bn according to plan and Co A attempted crossings be- *‘
hind the smoke screen. This unit provided sufficient cover to cross Co A. 2nd Bn :
unable to move from present position to take advantage of lst Bn crossing site due
to artillery concentrations. Co A ordered to advance and seize Wallendorf and :
outpost the high ground to the northa and east. At 1925 Co Ahad passed by the first
houge in Waliendorf and had met no opposition. At 2015 Co A reported the town
cleared, no opposition with the execption of mines and booby traps. By 2155, Co A g
had occupied high ground figyth nd east of Wallendorf and had sent one squad to guard - .

- J S t
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SECTION VII - Battles (contd).

bridge site in the towm. Cos F B C and A held ground gained -for the night,
2nd Bn minus Co F remained south of river. 3rd Bn alerted to make crossing
early 8 Feb 45. 3rd Bn to pull troops off the line into Moestroff and Klein-
reisdorf preparatroy to crossing. One platoon Co C 811 TD Bn and one 155MM
gun fired direct fire using concrete piercing ammunition on pillboxes in Regbl
sector from position on ridge vicinity P933433. 50 direct hits with the 155.
m guns failed to destroy some pillboxes. Wire communications to Reghbl:CP and

' OF and to Bns. Radio from Regtl OP to assault Bns and Regtl CP. 905 FA-Bn was

supported by one plat Co A 9ist Cml Bn and 313th and 31hth FA Bn. GCo ¢ 305 Engr
assisted in river crossings and in atbempts to build foot bridges. 319th Inf
bazooka platoon atchd 1 squad to each Bn. Weapoms used during the day were
illuminating flares, smoke shells and smoke generator. .

1. 8 February 1945. Action near Wallendorf, Germany.
2. DNarrztive account of enemy action: . ‘ ' :

Qur attack on 7 February 1945 was opposed by the 915th Volksgrenadier -
Regiment, who occupied the pillboxes across the Our River, opposite Hoesdor{
and Wallendorf. This Regiment was supported by the 1352nd Artillery. Regiment.
The enemy was well prepared to oppose our attack as they occupied the bunkers
and defensive positions and trenches in the vicinity of the bunkers and were
reinforced by a great deal of artillery and Nebelwerfer fire. No special or
new weapons were seen., Morale of enemy was good indicated by the faet that each
pillbox had to be "taken" by hand fighting, the Germans resisting fanatically.
Enemy defenses consisted of pillboxes with comnecting trenches placed in excel-

lent positions which made the most use of the terrain. These defenses were sup— -

ported by heavy artillery barrages. Excellent use was made of the Our River and
and the high ground in the vicinity of Wallendorf and Ammeldingen, to delay our
advance. ¥any mines and road craters were encountered.

On 8 February 1945 the enemy conbtimued fto resist our advance‘witﬁ.veryf';-

heavy concentrations of artillery and Nebelwsrfer fire and automatic small arms
fire from tunkers '




SECIION VIT - Battles (contd).

1. 8 February 1945. Action northeast of Wallendorf, Germany.
2. RNarrative account of friendly action:

150th Engr Bn supported by 1135th Engr Group attempted to build a tread-
way bridge across Our River vicinity Wallendorf, early morning 8 Feb 15, but made
no progress. Did manage to consturct a foot bridge in 2nd Bn sector but was des-
troyed by the swift current of the river immediately after completion. No troops
started to move to crossing site. At Ol0O, 2nd Bn attempted erossing by boats.
2nd Bn encountered very heavy artillery fire resulting in some direct hits on boats
asttempting to cross. 2nd Bn pulled back to reorganize. At 0612, 3rd Bn had made
no crossing due to artiliery concentration laid down by the enemy. The boats of
3rd Bn had been wrecked by the artillery falling in the vicinity of the crossing.
At this time, 2nd Bn was able to cross 27 men but the artillery concentration laid
dovm Ly the enemy made it impossible to attempt lfurther crossings. The Engrs who
were to construct two foot bridges, an infantry support bridge and a treadway, were
unabte to construct any of them. 3rd Bn ordered to complete mission. At 0915 the
Ulst Cml Smoke Generator Co was ordered to set up apparatus to cover 3rd Bn cross-
ing. Co A of the 179th Engr Bn handled boats for 3rd Bn and made arrangements for
vooden assault boats to be carried to an assembly area vicinity 3rd Bn crossing.
The enemy seemed to have excellent observation of entire river front. Moved guns
of Co o 811 TD Bn inbo position to fire on enemy pill boxes and they reported 2
pilivoxes knocked out by their direct fire. 905 FA attached 1 platoon Co A 9lst
Cul DBn and receiving direct support from the 313th, 31lhth and reinforced by the
Iires of the 315th A fired, counterbattery fire but enemy continued to lay in
heavy artillery and Hebelwerfer barrages ot will, 3rd Bn attempted another cros-
sing at 1605. The first boab to leave the shore received a direct hit suffering
1004 casualties. This was followed by heavy artillery concentrations covering cross—
ing site. Allc rossings attemplts abandoned until darkness. At 2030 2nd Bn had suc-
ceeded in ferrying supplies across th bridge zroup on north side of river and brought
back casualties. The Engrs decided to attempt to build a. folating treadway bridge
vicinity Wallendorf, and a "flying ferry" vicinity 3rd Bn crossing site. At 2215, .
3rd Bn had manhandled boats to crossing site and prepared for a crossing. Additional
boats sent to lst Bn to zaid in the supply of their troops north of the Our River.
At 2317, the supply and evacuation of 2nd Bn completed. At 2400 2nd Bn started
crossing those men of Co IF who had been separated from their company the lst day
Co F crossed. At this time the Bngrs had made no progress of the on the bridges.
51st Armd Inf Bn continued to protect left flank of the Regt and to support by fire
the attack of the Regt. 905 FA Bn fired the following missions:

2 TOT 1 machine gun
i counterbattery 5 harrassing
7 infantry i smoke

¢ preparations
313th FA and 315th FA Bn fired the following missions:

5 counterbattery 6 interdictory
2ly infantry 1 smoke ,
9 preparations 1 emergency barrage

150th ingr Bn, suprorted by 1135th Engr Group, attempted to build two foot bridges
but none were successful. Veapons used during the day's actions consisted of smoke
generaltor, rockets fired from tanks, and artiilery smoke shells, :

i. 9 February 1945. Action northwest of Wallendorf, Germany.
2. Narrative account, of enemy action:

Enemy @nits in contact were the 36th VGR, 9th VGD, both which reinforced
the 915th VGR and 352 VGD. The enemy conbinued to reisist our advance with heavy
concentrations of artillemy and Nebelwerfer fire and heavy small arms fire. Each
pillbox, aflter it bhad been takeny must either be demolished or occupied as the enemy
would infiltrate and reoccupy them.

D e
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SECTION VII - Battles {contd)

1. Action northwest of Wallendorf, Germany, on 9 February 1945,
2. larrative account of friendly action:
179th Engr Bn, 2 plats Co ¢ &11 TD Bn relieved of support from

319th InT, and 2 plats Co C 811 TD Bn and 1 plat Co C 702 Tk Bn atchd
to 905 FA Bn. 150 Engr Bn attempted to build a floating treadway bridge
vicinity of wallendorf and = ferry vicinity 1lst sn crossing but due to
enemy artillery fire these projects were never started. 2nd Bn crossed
-rermalnder of Cos I and T and by O4i43 Co G was completely across. All
crossings completed by boat. At 0520 Co C reported Infantry yressure
on their right flenk but experienced no difficulty in overcoming it.
At 0720, Co B reported eneny Infantry atteck from northwest in their
zone, Co B continued to advance and overcome the enemy ifnentry end by
0830 had agvauced to PI57440-P9611L35, taking © me pillboxes and meeting
heavy resistunce. 3rd Bn was wnalbe to nake a crossing due to heavy
enewy artillery fire. Cos & and § woving northwest against enemy plll-
boxes but progress sl ow due to heavy eneny small arms fire. 1 plat of
Co C 702 YUk Bu fired direect fire from vicinity Hoesdorf in 2ng Bn sector
with: good effect., 1 piat Co C 702 Tk Bn atchd to 905 ¥FA Bn ang 2 plats
Co C 811 1L Ba atecned to 905 T4 Bu. 1 platoon Co C 811 TD Bn and one
155mm gun £ rom 558th 4 Bn Tired on enemy pillboxes with good affect.
Arrangements made to suppiy bridgehead across the Our River by means of
Liaison planes. Planesg Irom Div ATty and G05 KA Bn flew 35 missions and
Succeeded in dropping medical supplies and food and ammunition to the
troops. The pilots or these planes displayed courage and skill in carry
ing out this operation. Division ordered 3rd Bn to remain south of the
Qur Hiver until Turther orders snd to outrost line P92344L5 to P933436
with one reinforced platoon. kemainder of 3rd Bn in Kleinreisdorf.- Go.
I and G atched to 1lst Bn., At 1820 Cos held the following positions:
Co E PY9L5L39, Co I P95784,0-F961435, Cos F and @ vicinity P9L64L33, Co A
vicinity Wallendorf, 3rd £n no cnange. - By 2400 Co C had cleared 3 pill-
boxes and proceeded to contact Co B. Wire comnunications to OP and Bn
Rear CPs and supporkiing units. Radio from OP to assault Bns. Pole
charges, stachel charges, bazookas, and smoke generator used in the
capture of pillboxes.

1. Action north of Wallendorf, Germany, on 10 February 1945.
2. Narractive account of friendly action: _
150th Engr Ba and 179th Engr Bn in support of 319th Inf. 1lst -

and 2nd Bn Pwd CPs north of Our River vieinity bridgehead. 3rd bn Fwa
CP vicinity Kleinreisdorf. 1lst and 2nd bBns supplied and evacuated their
persounnel north of the Our Hiver during the early morning 10 #eb L5,
Tris project carried out by boats with the assistance of 150 Engr Bn
uncer enemy artillery fire. 1st Hn reinforced by Cos F and @ continued
to advence in their sector. Inf assisted in attack on pillboxes by 1
piat Co C 702 Tk Bn Tiring direect fire from vicinity Hoesdorf and one
plat Co C £11 TD Bn reinforced one 155mm gun from the 558th Bn 155mm
firing direct fire at pilliboxes on sector of advance., 905KA reinforced
continued to fire cowunterbattery fire and indirect fire on pillboxes
and inrentry., The infantry round all pillboxes in hheir sector of ad-
vance occupled and with- good fields of T'ire. Progress was slow but the

———
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SECTLUn VIT - Dattles (contd).

Action of 10 Feb LS contd.

Infantry, displaying a determined and aggressive spirit sdvanced against the
enemy'!s fortiiicationswith the assistance of supporiing fires. Each pillbox
nad to be worked on separately. Satchel charges, pole charges and bazooka
sire induced those of the enemy bot Killed to surrender. bDuring the attack
Co (b receiveda counterabtack from enemy infontry estimated at.plat streagth
and the counterattack was repulsed without incident. Col W. N. Taylor,

tegbl GO, wounded by shaprnel from direct fire weapon while at Regtl or
Jirecting operation, Col Taylor's wounds necessitated his evacuation and

1t Col Hiram D. Ives, Regtl Bxec off, assumed command of the 319th Inf.

By the end of the days' operation, 106 FWs had been captured and unknown
enemy dead. 1st and 2nd Bns had increased their bridgehead and made it pos-
sipble to land supplies and materials and evacuated wounded personnel. 905 FA
Ba fired the following missions: .

2 TOT I, infantry targets
10 counterbtry 1 tank target
8 pillboxes 1 enemy OP
18 harrassing & inter- 12 registrations
dictory

Bazookas, pole charges and satchel charges were used in the capture of pillboxes.
1. 11 February 19L5. Hortheast of Wallendorf, Germarmy.
». MNarrative account of action: ‘
a., ZEnemy action: '

The enemy continued to resist our advance with artillery and Nebel-
werfer fire and small arms fire. iines and booby traps are being encountered in
the wicinity of pillboxes and along the road. Small arms, mortar and artillery
resigtance conbirmed as our attaclk progressed eachday.

b, [Friendly action:

Continued to supply unists establishing bridgehead across the Our
miver Ly boat. At 0710, Co F relensed from atbachment to 1st Bn and reverted to
ond Im conbrol. The 179th Engr En worked on floating treadway bridge and made
slow progress due to locded water and intermitbent artillery fire. During the
day Co G received a counterattacl: consisting of infantry, but it proved to be a
small force and was easily repulsed. Co ¢ 305 Engr Bn had been alerted to croes
3rd Bn by boat but when the 179t Engr Ln reported bridge would be constructed
for foot traffic by 1900 the boat plan was cancelled. Co G released from attach-
ment to 1st Bn at 1100 and reverted to omd Ba. 1st Bn held present positions.
ond Bin assembled forces. DBy 2250 one half of 3rd Bn had crossed bridge to assemble
at Wallendorf. Dridge did not completely span river, lacking approximately 30 yds
and bhe troops had te wade the distance ‘o short in knee deep water. The .3rd Bn
clesrod the bridge at 2312. Wire to rear CPs and Bns and radio to troops establish-
ing bridsehead. Bazockas, grenades and smoke used in operations. ' .

pe T i

SaAHOHY TYNOLLYN 3L 1V a50NA0YUd3Y



SECTION VII - Battles (contd).

1. 12 February 1945. Wallendorf, Germany,
2. Narrative account of friendly action:

179th Engr Bn in support. Regtl Fwd CP, lst Bn and 3rd Bn CPs vicinity
Wallendorf, Regtl Rear CP in Betterndor, Luxembourg. Mission of 319th Inf to
contimue attack to the northeast. 179th Engr Bn continued work on floatin
treadway bridge. At 0240 work on bridge interrupted by artillery. At 05L5 Fwd
CP group crossed bridge to Wallendorf. Bridge completed to within 25-10 yards
of eastern shore. At 0715 Co L leading elements passed point P958L39. At 0755
Co L captured its first pillbox taking 15 PWs. By 0830 Co L had seized two
additional pillboxes and met heavy resistance from a third pillbox at PORI1LL2. .
A% 1015 Co B moved out adv-acing generally northwest and met stiff resistance
from pillboxes to their front. By 1120 1 plat Co C 811 TD Bn and 1 plat Co C
702 Tk Bn had arrived at 3rd Bn Fwd CF and were held until situstion permitted
their use. AL 1330 Co L reached point F9534L1 and reorganiged preparatory to
mushing on. Co L sent 2 squads forward to make reconnaissance of routes of
approach to pillboxes located on hiph pround at P9SOLLS. At 1600 Co L jumped
off to assault pillboxes vicinity P950LN5, At 1600 using artillery fire of 905
¥A Bn to cover right £1.nk and TDs and Tks as support weapons. The Tkd and TDs
experienced difficulty maneuvering over muddy and soft terrain. By 2000 Co E
had oceupied 3 pillboxes at P939ULL, FolALLS and POh2LL5. Co F moved to a posi-
tion 37 of Co E and Co O move . Lo vicinity POLTL35. Co E sent a patrol into
ameldingen and found i unoccupied. lst o remained in present positions. At
2030 Co L seized hill 353 (F950445) and proceeded to clear out 3 pillboxes. Co
¥ moved to posivion behind Co L preperatory to passing through Co L to hill 386
(1roL6hhs),  1lst Bn sent a reinforced squad with plat Co C 305 Ingr Bn to work on
bridge in 318th Inf secbor. By 2105 Co L had seized its Lth pillbox on hill 353.
At 2215 Co ¥ jumped orf for attack on I1ill 386. At 232k Co K seized 1lst pillbox
on iill 386. 2nd Ba held vositions for the night. 3rd Bn contimued fighting for
objectives., 179th Engr Bn constructed floating Bailey bridge vicinity Wallendorf.
Hazookas, pole charges, stachel charpes and grenades used in fighting. -

1. 13 February 1945. Vicinity of Ammeldingen, Germany.
2. MNarrative account of action: '
2. Enemy action:

The enemy laucnhed 3 small counterattacks against our forward elements;
two on fill seubhwest of Heldersgepren, Loth repulsed; one northeast Wallendorf which
sueceeded in retaking one pillbox. Hoderste artillery and mortar fire was received
along the Our River in our sector. The enemy's morale is definitely low, and a
defeatist attitude is become more asnd more prevalent. Self-propelled guns, small
arms and morbar fire continues on our forward elements. NModerate concentrations
of artillery f{ire received along the front lines.

b. Friendly action:

2nd Bn CF vieinity Ammeldingen. Co A sent one reinforced squad with
group of Engrs as Infantry support while they worlked on bridge northeast of
Wallendorf. By0230 Co X had gained bojective, Hill 386 and began to reorganize
its troops. Co I was ordered forward and passed through Co I on way to Co K.

2 1Ds and 1 Tk reinforced Co I. Co K received heavy artillery fire on position.
Co K had not mopped up all pillboxes in sector but held northwest crest of Hill
386, At 0730 Co I had passed through Co L and were on way to Co K. AL 05900 Co

T and K coordinated in mopping up pillboxes on Hill 386 and received artillery.

At 0B00 2nd DBn with Co F in reserve moved to seize Ammeldingen and high ground
north and northeast of the’'town. Had to clear pillboxes in line of advance

which proved slow and exacting operation. At 0937 2nd Bn moved in on town and
high ground after orderingsthe cessation of all support fires. By 1130 2nd Bn had
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SECTION VIT - Battles (contd).

b. Friendly action of 13 February 1945.
2 plats of Co E on the high groundnorth of the town and Co G in Ammeldingen, which
was found unoccupied. Go F had not moved from present position. 319th Mine Plat
ordered to check Ammeldingen and road le:ding north from town for mines and booby
traps. By 1325 Co K held northwest slope of Hill 386 and Co I held top of hill
386. Both Cos received enemy artillery and mortar fire. Co C 305 Engr Bn checked
road from Wallendorf to Ammeldingen and made necessary repairs. 2nd Bn moved its
plat of Tks to Ammeldingen. G5lst Armd Inf Bn continued to support Infantry from
rresent position. 1st Bn maintained present position. 2nd and 3rd Bns consoli-~
dated ground gained and held for the night. Mine plat 319th Inf cleared Ammeldingen
of mines and booby traps and road net north of town. Grenades, pole and satéhel
charges and bazookas were used in capture of Ammen®dingen.

1. 1 Februzry 1945. Vicinity Ammeldingen, Germany.
2. Narrative account of friendly action:

At 0145 1st Bn moved Co A forward to occupy pillboxes in Co A sector to
straighten the Bn line. Co A experienced considerable difficulty in locating the
pillboxes due to darkmess and the blending of the pillboxes with the terrain. At
0255 Co X sent out patrols to locate pillboxes to the front and experienced the
same difficulty as Co A. By OLLO Co A had not definitely located pillboxes. At
0710 Co X received infantry pressure on their right flank and Co I on the left
flank. 3rd Bn brought up Tks and TDS to aid in attack on pillboxes. At 1500
Co F had relieved Co E on position. At 1730 Co K supported by fire from Tks and
IDs stormed and seized 1st pillbox in their advance. Co K continued to work on
pillboxes. The soldiers climbed on boxes and threw grenades into the apertures,
placed satchel charges and dynamite in ventilator shafts and at doors. The enemy
placed automatic and artillery fire on the boxes that Co K attacked, and placed
direct fire on Tkd and ©Ds. Co K, due to heavy fire and mounting casualties, had
to withdraw. 3rd Bn directed direct fire from 155 SP guns at boxes. Co K and I
planned a night attack on boxes. Regt ordered 2 plats TDs and 1 plat Tks squipped
with 4.5 rockets, 1 sec Tk assault guns on high ground vicinity Wallendorf and con- -
trolled fire through Regt. At 2305 Co I moved out in attack on pillboxes. 905 FA
Bn fired the following missions: : .

17 infantxy 1 machine gun
9 enemy artillery 1 vehicle

1), TOE 1 mortar

10 harrassing 1 smoke :

811 TDs fired 3 harrassing missions. Co C 305 Engr Bn supported Inf by preparing
explosive charges and maintaining roads. Hine Plat 319th Inf cleared roads of mines.
Bazookas, satchel and pole charges used in capture of pillkoxes.

1. 15 February 19L5. Vicinity Ammeldingen, Germany.,
2. MNarrative account of action:

Cos I and i continued night attack of pillboxes in their sector but due to
intensive small arms, mortar and artillery fire they were forced to withdrew to
original positions and abandon night atback. The Regtl CO held a conference with all
Bn and supporting unit COs and dilscussed attack plans of 319th Inf to comply with
Viv ¥O #31. 3rd Bn ordered to hold up on any further attempts to take pillboxes in
its sector. Regtl FO #50 issued to carry out mission contained in Div FO #31. 319
Inf (reinforced) received intermittent artillery and mortar fire along the entire
front., 905 FA (reinforced) fired in support of 3rd Bn and fired counter-battery
and harrassing fires. Co-C 305 Ingr Bn continued to maintain roads and prepare ex-

s -
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SECTICH VII - Battles (contd)

2. Narrelive account of friendly action 15 February 1945 contd.
plosives charges. Dns and supporting units prepared to carry out Regtl FO #50.
At 2215 received order from Division that Div FO {34 w-s cancelled. All Bns
and supporting units of 319th Inf notified that Regtl FO #50 was cancelled. 3rd
bn rmade plants to continue attack on pillboxes in its area. Co L relieved Co F
and Co ¥ assembled in Ammeldingen, Co B extended to the south. Co A extendad
o the west. DBns held positions for the night. 905 FA Bn fired the following
miscions:

3 counterbattery 1 tank
10 infantry 2 vehicles
2 mortars 1 ¢P

Btry A 150th FA Bn fired the following missions: 2 pillboxes, 2 harrassing
and interdictory. Bazooka, grenades, pole and sktchel charges used in attack.

1. 16 February 1945. Actbion vieinity Kleinriesdorf, Germany.
2. HNarrative account of friendly action:
drd Ba completed preparation for attaclk on pillboxes vieinity POLULST.

At 0830 Co ¥ reinforced by 2 Tks and 2 TDs and support by a 5 mimite artillery
concentration moved against pillboxes. Co K received heavy machine gun and mor-
tar fire initialiy. The enemy occupied communication trenches connecting pill-
boxes. By 0930 the small arms fire withdrew to orginal jumpoff positions. The
withdrawal was ordered because of the high rnumber of casualties suffered by Co K.
2nd Bn ordered to place 8lmm mortars in position to fire German 80mm mortar and
US Olwn WP mortar ammuni'ion in pillboxes in Co K secobtr. This firing started at
1715 and continued throrghout the night at the rate of 50 rounds per hours. Div
experimented with search lights along the Div front. At 2200 the searchlights
vwere trained on the 319th Inf front but the effect was negative. 2nd Bn relieved
3rd Bn.on position by 2110. 3rd Dn assembled Co L in Wallendorf, Co M in Klein-
reisdorf, Cos I and K in Moestroff., lst and #nd Bns held positions for the night
and conducted security patrols to the flanks. 905 FA Bn fired the follwoing mis
sions: :

1 counter-battery 2 0P

6 infantry S harrassing

1l mortar 1 smoke

S preparation 3 ToT

5 registration 1 ammunition dump

558th FA Bn fired the following missions:
2 pillboxes
2 harrassing and interdictory
315th FA Bn fired the followinmissions:
1 preparation
1 smoke
2 mortar
10 enemy battery
1 Nebelwerfer
1 ammunition dump
L infantry
- Co G 305 Engr supported infantry by preparing explosive charges and maintining
roads. L.5 Tk Rockets, pole charges, satchel charges grenades and bazookas used
in attack on pillboxes. - -
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