F -

“et, ber, 194l: Introductory paragraph

Throughout the month of October, 194, the AMllied front engaged in no large scale attacks.

The U.S. Third Army and the German Fifth ranger Army were on the defensive. Von Rundstedt

was asking in vain for reinforcements to mcet expected attacks by the Third U.S. Army.

sy

Insteac, ¥kmemiafx [Htler shifted forces nortlward to meet the attack of the Second

@) p Jed
Lritish Armys I"tle‘:é' hoped that he could s6ill inflict enough damege upon the Allies to

brir~ about a stalemate and farce then to negotiate a sermrate peace.
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On 1 Cctober 194}y CT 318 remained in positions assumed the previous
day when the Regiment relieved CT 317. The Regimental sector of the
LOSHLLE RIVER bridgehead bo the N extended E from the river through
PONT A LIOU3SSON and BOIS D& LA FOURASSE to MORVILLE SUR SEILLE. Dir-
ectly E from the crossing site the line ran through STE GENEVIEVE

to the E edge of BOIS DE MANCHE SEILLE., On the southermmost point

CT 318 occupied the river's edge E to BRATTE and included the towns
of MILLERY, MOREY and BELLEAU as well as BOIS DI RUMONT and the area
S of the LANDRIZIONT-DBFLLEAU highway (Rt DLO). The cormanding high
ground E of the Regimental positions from LT TOULON (375) SE to T
ST JZAN (HILLS 396/470) and NE to JEBANDELAINCOURT still remained in
enemy hands. Nortlward, in the Regimental center, from the N edge of
the BOIS DB BUZZARD&BOIS DE IANCHS SEILLE complex of woods lay the
MANONCOURT SUR SEILLE-ATTON highway ruming E to W. N of this road
and between it and the SEILLE RIVER, were LES QUATRE FiRS, BENICOURT
and QLEMERY. E of CLEWERY and across the SEILLZ RIVER stood the town
of NOMENY. ROUVES, similarly on the E side of the SEILLE RIVER lay

NE of CLEMERY and N of NOMENY.

The enemy elements occupying the vicinity of JEANDMLAINCOURT, MT TOULON,
. [ ')“ e gt .
1T ST JoAN, SERRINRES (1 mi N of BELLEAU) and the adjacent HILL 3LO (s

of SERRIERES) belohged to the German 53d Grenadier Division. Defending

the area N and E of the SEILLE RIVER were elements of the 17th SS Panger

Division and the 1431 Fortress Battalion.

nad Gede .
went into positions around

During t@® 30 Sep LlL the 1st Bn of CT 318
LANDRELIONT on the SW tip of BOIS DE LIANCHE SEILLE. Co A returned to
battalion positions after being relieved by Co L in the vicinity 1 mi

% of KILLERY. Co B entered BOIS LE ST CLEMEANT as Cos C and D entered
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(W the adjacent woods of BOIS DE LAICHE SEILLE. The od Bn entered reserve

r\'(, "(’NL"* Positions, belind the lst Bn, in VILLE AU VAL (0.5 mi V3w of LANDRELIONT ).
A The 3d Bn set up defenses in MILLIRY and to the E edge of BOIS DE
v CHAFITRE. Co I was sent into VILLE AU VAL while Cos K, L and II held
Positions 1 mi N& of MILLERY. Carmmon Co moved into VILLE AU VAL with
the 2d Bn. Co B 305 led Bn was in LOISY.
@9 ai"’::@i
ygigcﬁffz’ﬂ‘“ The Dbad weather continued through the 1st of Oct L) and occassional
'*“{"‘fﬁiw cold rains plagued the defensive positions of the Regiment. Late in
bq‘lg:f:: s the day Co E moved from VILLE AU VAL to take up positions along the
‘\i:%je high ground S of the tovm in the vicinity of LA FALAISE HILL 373. Mo

other changes in the disposition of the Regimental elements were made

during the night and : all elements dug into the muddy ground for hhe

nisht fOR 4 cor T F L A g [2vncuan en 3 thecw ov e mi?.’.. th@(%h;«
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On 2 Oct Iy, in the cold early morning hours, two platoons of Co B
moved N from their positions in the woods to attack LA RENAISSANCE
FARI (just S of the ATTOIIANONCOURT ROAD) and LES QUATRE FiRS S of
 \ \3) gy e Y G, thevih SO w Ny
- QWEMERY. Go C (CO:Capp F. Williams), employing two platoons in a pin-
cer movement, moved E from the woods to successfuly seize L5S FRANCS
FARiL on the & edge of BOIS DIT LA FOURASSE (1.5 mi & of LIXIERRES).
In this successful manuever one whole company of the enemy was cap-
ture or killed by the troops of Co & Vhile one squad held the farmy,
the two platoons contimued I to seize BOIS DIT LA FOURASSE. The
assaulting units remained in their areas through the remainder of the
day. No changes were made in the positions of the reserve 2d Bn in
and around VILLE AU VAL. The 3d Bn, while the remaining companies
were in position E and NE of MILLERY, sent Co I ¥ in a bid to take
So.RIERES (W of HILL 340 and BILLEAU) after that company had taken

HILL 340. Heavy enemy machine gun fire from the town and artillery
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fron the viecinity of 1T TOULOH to the Z drove the company back to
340. Throughout the remainder of the night over 500 rounds of
eremy artillery were directed on IILL 340 tut Co I dug in and held
on throughout the night. The remzinder of tie 3¢ 3n received many
local counter-attacks on its road blocks at BILIAJ but no gains

werc made by the eneny. o further changes occurred through the

day and night of 3 Oct Ul

AN
w»f‘i fl‘;‘j ,\":; The Lot sn, L Oct Lk, sent patrols through BILLEAU E to contact
).0(_‘ :m“‘.;"”ﬂc.;é,'t\ o . .. . . s . . )
I)(Obwcd‘é "“?w:;,s&“;\; Ao elemernts of O 317 which had been cut off in the SIVRY area. Con-
»:‘?\i‘zt’; . ;\:)‘\5‘:‘,&;.3\" ” tact was made at 720 on the S elge of the town but the mtrols
¢ . ISR E o)
C""::‘ T; \w*‘“ were unable to enser the tom because of erery artillery frot e
s e
1‘3:;99 I TOULGCL-LY ST JEAL area. Later, at 1330, CT 317 was able to with-
draom its beseiged troops frorm SIVRY. The 2d Bn sent the 1lst rlatoon
of Co E into ST GmILVIEVE while the 3d platoon noved into the vie—
inity of LAMDRIIONT. In the 3d Bn area clerments of Co I on IIIL 340
received severe enerly concentrations of artillery from 03k5 to 0430
but retained their positions.
Cn 5 Cct Lli, the 1st Bn moved 500 yards I into positions in BOIS D
BUZZ80 and shorteded its line from BOIS Dbt ST CLAELT and BOIS DE
MACIE S5TLLE on the WA, The defense line of the battalion now extended
on a line between FOREL DIE FACQ on the W and LIXIERRS on the SE. The
2d Bn moved out of reserve and took up positions extending from VILLE
AU VAL E to include LANDIEMCNT. The 3d Dn, releived from its positions
around and in IILLURY by elements of CT 319, went into reserve positions
. in the vicinity of BEZAULONT. Co I was relieved of the responsibility
A
/ O‘“ 'l , e ”\,.;ﬂ“" for HILL 340 and rejoined the 3d Bn later in the day. The lines of CT
vl',;';(., v“":‘“:hﬂx_ﬁ“é ‘1 313 remained unchanged through 6 Oct L.
jo o \l,“,,( 3
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Interrogation of prisoners revealed the Regiment to6 be faced by the
elements of the 53d Grenadier Division dug in on the N slope of HILL
340 (S of SERRIERES). The remaining enemy elements held positions on

MT LOULO\ (ME of SIVRJ.-—BLLLLMAU, and fT ST JBAN to the SE. About 80 men

{12 if.—' s [ Ly PN O A N Toda e Rl gl

of a panzér grenadier u.n:.t nelu the vicinity of RLI\ATSQAI\'C“ FARL, and

During 7 Oct LlL, the 1st Bn sent Co C to the N edge of BOIS DE BUZZARD
and Co A entered BOIS DE ALZEE. Co D moved to the W edge of BUIS DR
BUZZARD. The 2d Bn (CO: Capt Gardner) established its CF on the S tip
of FORET DE FACQ while Cos E, F and G entered BOIS Du HANCEE SEILLE

on the right of the 1st Bn. Co H rereined as sccurity for the battalion
Cr in FORET DE FACQ. The 3d Bn moved its rifle companies into reserve
Positions in behind the 2d Bn in the vicinity 1.5 mi Si of LIANCHCOURT-~
SUR SELLLE, Cannon Co closed into STE GENEVILVE by 1900. Co B 305 lied

Bn remained in position in LOISY.

The 8 Oct Ll broke wih clear skies as, in the early morning hours, CT
38 launched a full-seale assault N with the intention of clearing the
enemy from the area S and N of the SEILE RIVER. The objectives of the
Regiment were to clear the SEILLE RIVER AREA W of LANONCOURT SUR SEILLE,
to seize MT TOULON (HILL 375) and IfT ST JEAN (LS 396/L70) and to
clear BOIS DIT LA FOURASSE N of JEANDFLATNCOURT. Attacking along the

US 80th Division right were elements of the US 5th Infantryy Division
while the US 6th Armored Division protected the southern flank of the

80th Division.

At 06151' 8 Oct Lk, after a 30 minute artillery preparation, a full
attack was 1aunched by the D1v1s:a.on with ’the support of USAAF fighter
mimn Pabe LR

Flanes. The 1st Bn, on the Ievlmental lei‘t ﬂ.a;‘sk, attacked NE i#n
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At 0600, 5 Oct L, after a 30 minute artillery preparation,and a
borbing, strafing attack by fighter planes of the USAAF on MT ST
JEAN and the bridge site near HILL 212 S of NOMINY, the 1st Bn
moved%%rough the foggy morming from the vicinity of BOIS DE BUZ-
ZARD. The objectives assigned the 1st Bn (CO:LCA Tosi) were LES
QUATRE FZRS, BENICOURT and CLEMERY. The 1st Bn, aided by the direct
fire support of ik Co B 7024 Tank Bn, moved N #ith Cos A and B

on the left and right flank, Co C in reserve and Co D in support

of the assault companies.

o Moving across the open ground past . the highway junction at LA

3 e
e
L]

RENAISSANCE FARM and NE toward LES QUATRE FERS, the lead com-
46§ 3c

Y %
Wi o83 pani&'* wgze pinned dovm by a withering heavy machine gun cross

Wiy 0KE0
fire. Co A (CO:Capt Lamb) elements hit the ground as the enemy

opened up with heavy artillery and mortars in addition to the
automatic fire. In short order the company commander and the
Platoon leader of the 1st Platoon (Lt lcAllister) were wounded.
Lt Morrison, weapons platoon leader, assumed cormand of +he
company and, under intehse fire, reorganized the men to continue

eo 20

the assault. Sgt Antal (2d platoon) s Webheutrogard-fer hig owm

sifedy, rushed across the open terrain to knock out the eneny
machine guns, capturing the only German left in the machine sun
nest. Lt Llorrison led the men toward the objective through the
severe erery mortar and artillery fire. L&S QUATRE FERS was taken
ab 0715 and, despite a wound in the hand, Morrison continued to
lead the men until wounded a second time when the assaultdréached
the outskirts of BAICOURT (500 yards N). Only after assisting in
the reorganization of the hard-hit company, did he relinquish his
cormand to the sole swrviving officer (xut ). The

attack then contimued NE through DEIICCURT at 0800 toward Q@WIRERY.
-5 -



At CLEMERY the enemy continued to pour a heavy volume of fire into
the advancing troops. After the platoon leader and vlatoon sargeant

had become casualties, Sgt Smith assumed command of his platoon and

e
-

advanced to personally kill itwo men of an eneny sniper patrol in ore
of the machine gun nests delaying the advance. The attack contimed
forward, under contimious eneny artillery fire, to seize CLAERY and the
high ground to the N by 1130. The comparyy then set up defense positions
along the high ground overlooking the SEILLE RIVER for the night. Dur-
the days action Co 4 had taken a severe mavling but, despite 52 cas-
ualties - 3 officers and 49 I (13 KIA & 39 WIA), the objectives of
L1S QUATH FERS, BiICOURT and CLEIERY were taken by sheer force of

arms and guts.

Co B, attacking along the right [lank of Co 4, had noved on LES QUATRE
W FERS from the S and SZ. In the approach the company ran into a raking
A . P . .
B ereny machine gun fire as well as heavy mortar and artillery concen—
trations. As the enemy cut down both the Platoon leader and jlatoon
o  sargeant, Sgt Kuntz - despite a leg vound - took over and led his unit
w d . . ~ ~ by - . * -
e s on to its objective. Co B, having sustained more than 1l casualties,
w
“K . - - - — - o rm .y e
: > wient into position W of Co A at QEERY LES DIUS. Co C, during tle
" ‘ . . - Wk 4y f)::g L:M 4»_‘})‘ '1,¢t‘p“v(“cg/’ .
attaclk, remained in reserve behind the assaul ting companies. GJ D, ixa
v’ pw ¥y supporting role, sustained a moderate muiber of casualties through ereny

o s M JWW{;‘"A artillery fire and went into position Ni and N and ST. GLLVIEVE. &
A ”a‘ e

e R . e . ) 151 Ba PaTris (e Gie Mevn T vivew Yep i
M @’ 4’/',‘,.»“7‘”:,//' (VR L RN YAAlGAoa, W« BWI e ULl igeu ;5‘._0‘_18 B ieters. “
@ i / . - - .. . .
B wh et The 2d Bn (C0:Capt Gardner) oved N from its previous Positions to
W“g "(,.’ 1'1" p ) I;‘
[ ,
M " ,UV\ attack TAIONCOURT S5Uf SLILLE and IILL 203 N of the tovm (1000 yards).

fal

By 0715 ekements of the battalion were on the W outskirts of tle towm
when an enery pillbox and a dug-in tan: opened fire to slow the ad-
vance. Co I bypassed the town to the W and stormed HILL 2008. Sgt Garza
(Co E) s up his morbar in an exposed position as hostile forces
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launched a counter-atiack. The accuracy of his mortar fire broke the
Torce of tle cnany atback and the latter withdrew with 13 casualties

and the loss of two machine guns. Co Z then swept up ITLL 200 and

comileted its cepture by 0907. Co ¥ ( ), moving

cirectly on LLATOLCOURT SUR SEILLE after it had been bonbed and strafed
»'-cﬂ“""(;‘i“

by our figzhter plabes, received direct fire from the eneny strongpoints

in the tovm's church and chateau. FFC Fralin (Co F) crawled 150 yards

to a position wiere he could observe the enemy positions and, using

hand and arm signals, directed his mortar squad xwke in the destruction

: ey ing Carireg By 2
Wews beglehug Whe Strartigg M 1},)/45,.),/4;& aleey ing »:tc-lliw:g‘::w )

of the eremy positions. Co E moved forward €6 secure the town by 1800
and went into defense positions overlooking the MATONCOURT. SUR SEILLE-
ATTON highwaye Co G and i dosed within FORET DE FACQ in suprort of tle

battalion Cl.

The 3d Bn (CO: ) moved forward at 0830 in supvort of the
2d Bn and took up reserve positions at 1100 in the vicinity of the
cross-roads between LIXIHRES and BOIS DE FANCIE SEILLE on HILL 220

at FAMM DE MANCHZ SETILE, Camnon Co, in the vicinity of STE GENEVIEVE,
sustained a number of casualties from the eneny artillery fire amdl re-
mained in defensive positions throughout the night. Co B 305 led Bn
was extremely active during the day due to the mounting casualiies.
The Corpmen unhesitatingly went into the open field while the &nemy:
mErm contimed to pour artillery and mortar fire into the area. Aid
was given to the wounded on the spot where they lay and evacuations
were carried on tiroughout the day. By nightfall CT 3.8 had taken

its assigned objectives W and SW of tle SUILLE RIVER and elerents of
the Regiment were derloyed facing to the NE toward ROUVES and NOLENY

on a lire from CLEISRY SE through MANONCOURT SUR SEILLE.
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On 9 Oct Lly, the lst Bn maintained its positions in the vicinity of
QEEL., Cos A and B remained in defense positions N/ of IMERY as
Cos C and D outposted Bui’ICCURT. The 2d Bn remained in and around the
towm of MANCNCOURT SUR SEILLE, with defensive positions on the high
grounc to the E. The 3d Bn continued occupying the vicinity of HILL
a4 l:m.,u‘t.,ixdcres)
220" and the NE edge of BOIS DE MANCHE SEILLE, Cammon Co remained in
its previous positions and Co B 305 lled Bn closed into STL GEIZVILVE
during the day, which for the most part was cold, cloudy and dismal.
ARTY
The medical unit continued to receiveacasuatties throughout the day.
CU 310 e (%0 083uasue € tew 4o Pidlo oea teiua .
The situation remained without change in the Regimental positions
- 11
through 10 Oct Lli. Changes and relief in positions were carried out

within the assault battalions.

On 11 Oct Lk, during the late night hours, the enemy replaced its
battered remmants along the line fron NOLENY to RUFE DE LA POMYEY,
Ilements of the 33th Panzer Regiment of the 17th Fanzer SS Division
moved to relieve the defending troops. The lst, 2d and 3d Bns of the
3Bth Panzer Regiment occupied overlapping positions from RERNERXLNNX
EXOMITRN XY KRS XE RSB R S BRRE OO0 XXX K. EILY (B of
MORVILLE SUR SEILLE) SE through ROUVES to NOIENY, the tovms lying on
the £ side of the SEILLE RIVER. This placed the southernmost boundry
of the 17th S5 Fanzer Division in the zone of CT 318. SE from EHLY
and interspaced between the battalions of the 38th Panzer Regiment

were the 1st, 2d and 3d Companies of the German 11,3 Fortress Battalion.

Daring the night of 11 Oct Ll the 1st Bn, CT 38, yielded its positions
around CLnERY to elements of CT 317, and the battalion went into pos-
ition 3000 yards S of MANONCOURT SUR SZILLE in the town of LIXIERRES.
Except for aggressive patroling by CT 318 and the ereny units, no move-
ments on either side braoght a change in positions until late in the
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night of 16 Oct Lk when the German 17th SS fanzer Divsion replaced its

units to the immediate front of CT 38.

From 11 - 23 Oct Wi, no changes in the positions of CT 318 took place.
Relief of line companies was accomplished in the battalion areas and
the Regiment was again brought up to its fighting strength with the
addition of new repl acements. During the 11 Oct Iy the Fall rains be-
gan. The roads became svamped and men were rained out of their foxholes.
Unrelenting, the rains continued until 21 Oct ). The weather broke

temporarily dwring the 22 Oct Lt but rain soon continued:

On 23 Oct UL the MOSHLLE RIVER went on a rampage. The SEILLE RIVER
over-flooded to pour into the streets of Q@WINERY on the W bank., The
river width, due to the torrential rains, widened at various points
from 100 to 600 yards. In places the mud was almost knee deep. The
men and velicles dlithered about in the quagmire and foxholes were
rained out. Little change occurred in the Regimentdl dispositions
except that the 1st Bn, during the night of 22-23 Oct Lli, moved to
relieve elements of the 3d Bn along the S bank of the SEILLE RIVER.
Co A moved NI from LIXIERRES to relieve €lements of the 3d Bn in FARY
DE LA BORDE across the river from the MONTIGNY FENINSULA SE of NOMENY.
Co B relieved Co I in position behind Co A, Co C arnd D fanned their
troops around the southern outsiirts of MANAONCOURT SUR SEILLE (2000
yards to the W). The 2d Bn remained in HANONCOURT SUR SEILLE. The 33
Bn, after being relieved, moved S to take Up reserve positions in the

ten of LIXTERRES.

The situation remained unchanged except for active aggressive patroling.
Through 23-2, Oct L)} the rivers in the vicinity contimed to owerflow.
In a patrol action Sgt Caocuette (Co A), a member of a four man patrol,
crossed the SEILLE RIVER To the-MONEE SN Hop IHSHA and Penetrated enemy
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territory for the purpose of capbturing prisoners for interrogation.
Leaving two men on the outskirts of NOMEITY, Sgt Caouette:and the

of ficer contimied to a building still in enemy hamds. The officer
yias captured shortly thereafter. Sgt Caouette, on entering a foxhole,
encountered the enemy and - in a sharp fire fight - shot and killed
the enemy occupants. Proceeding a short diatance he surrrised a group
of 5 ernerny soldiers on whom he opened fire with his submachine gun,
killing the entire group. Sgt Caouette then made his way back into

friendly territory. : v - )
o et VLT e
*/?A‘%v oh }’,f Py 4 PR e\ “
Troining, active patrolling, and strengthening of positions was carried
out 25-31 Oct Lli. During the period 17-23 Oct Ll PONI A LIOUSSON on the
LOSTLLE RIVER was subjected to shelling by an enemy 280rm rail mount
cun vrithout damage to military targets. During the night of the 30-3L
Oct Ul the 1st Bn was relieved by the 3d Bn along the high ground on
the SEILLE RIVERe Thelst Bn then reverted to Regimental Reserve positlons
to the § in LINIZWIS., At P oo Liee Sobuwe Clewmevye U B € o ManevewupT ,
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