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Cold rain swept the positions of CT 318 on 1 Mar U5 as the regiment remained
in Division Reserve. Regt Hgs and Hgs Co were situated in HUTTINGEN. The Regt
Trains wese in KRUCHTEN. The 1st Bn CF, also located in HUTTINGEN, had its
line companies in defensive positions NW of METTENDORF alongside elements of
the 3d Bn located in METTENDORF and vicinity. The 24 Bn occupied defensive
positions near HILL 381 Néof LAHR. Cannon Co was located 0.5 miles E of the
tovm of BIESDORF. Co B, 305 Med Bn, was situated in KRUCHTEN. Assembled in
these areas CT 313 made preparations to move to a new area under the control
of the US 76th Infantry Division. Orders for the move were received at 1030

1 Mar 45, from CG, XII Corps.

At 1515, the 1st Bn moved by foot from its positions MW of METTENDORF to
HUTTINGEN b. LAHR where itg entrucked and moved 25 miles SE to IDESHEIM via
KRUCHTEN, BOLLENDCRF and ECTERNACHIERBRUCK, arriving at its destination at
1900. The battalion then moved 2 miles S to close at 2735 in positions in
WELSCHBILLIG. In this vicinity the battalion made preparations to relieve
the 117th Infantry (US 76th Infantry Division) in the vicinity of NEWEL. The
2d Bn closed in IDESHEILM and outposted the town to the N. The 3d Bn had de-
trucked at ITTEL-KYLL where it outposted the high ground to the SE and occu-
pied the town itself. The three battalions were now situated in an inverted
triangle of positions, the 1lst Bn was fartherst S at the apex and the 2nd
and 3d Bns were situated at the W and E leg of the base, respectively. The
Regimental CF opened in IDESHEIM at 2120. Cannon Co was with the 1st Bn in
WELSCIBILLIG and Co B, 305th Med Bn remained in KRUCHTEN until early morning

of 2 Mar L5.

In the zone of the US 76th Division elements of the German 2d Panzer Division,
the 560th and 212th Volks Grenadier Divisions occupied defensive positions

vrith the primary mission of rear-guard action. Isclated strongpoints consisted
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chiefly of well armed roadblockse. The enemy positions extended along the E bank of the
MOSELLE, KYLL and SAUER RIVERS. Moderate enemy artillery was received from direct fire

of 88mn guns located E of KORDEL (3 miles SE of WELSCHBILLIG).
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"' At 0500, 2 Mar L5, the 1st Bn - in operation with the 76th Infantry = struck S from the

tomn of WELSCHBILLIG toward MEWEL. Co A (CO:Capt Goerke) was temperarily delayed by a
heavy concentration of enery mortar fire in the vicinity of HILL 392. The company co
exposed himself to the enemy mortar fire, urging each man to move omvard to the objective.
At the company entered NEWEL another enemy mortar concentration was registered among
the company and which mortally Waiinded the connnarde‘;t ‘ngspi’ce the enemy Ll?gsistance. the
men moved on to seize the town and then combinued the attack until th8® m(g‘,}‘xcggg:lrsélée—
yond was secured. E«Ss B and C contimued the attack toward the high ground SE of AACH,
at 0615, moving from the high ground S of NE‘IEL to secure the objective. The companies
then moved on to the high ground Iél;? 2?&‘%%;})1530. One platoon of Co C became lost
and, with radio comtact imprssible, Pfc Spada (%;§voluntuﬂy made his way over 500
yards of eneny territory through heavy mortar fire to rally the platoon and return them
to the company. The high ground which the battalion seized during the period had been
unsuccessfuly assaulted by elements of the 76th Infantry during the last two days. The
action resilted in the capture of 152 prisoners by the lst Bn.)During the day the 24
Pn remained in the vacinity of IDESHEIM with its line companies in position 1 mile N
of the town. The 3d Bn retained Cos K, L and M in ITTEL KYLL while Co I was pesitioned
on outpost at HOFWEILER (1.5 mi E of TTTEL-EYIL). Earlier in the day, at 1300, CT 38
(<1st Bn) was relieved of atbtachment to the 76th Infantry but had remained in position
awaiting orders for movement to Corps Reserve vacinity of STEINFORT. Camnon Co remained
in its former positions in and around WHL.SCHBILLIG. Co B, 305 Med Bn, was located in

KRUTCHTEN to the N.

Ih the morning of 3 Mar 5, CT 318 received orders directing the Regimert to move N to

relieve CCB of the Lth Armd Division between the NIM and KYLL RIVERS. At 1300 CT 318
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- (<1st Bn) began its move N along Route 51 to BITBURG, then N via RITTERSDORF to the town
of BICKENDORF where the Regimental CP was opened at 1500. Camnon Co closed in the area
shortly afterwards GCo B 305 Med Bn was to remain in KRUTCHTEN until the following day.
At 1330 the lst Bn was relieved from attachment to the 76th Infantry and moved by foot
from the high ground N and NE of TRIER via AACH to concentrate in NEWEL. At 1900 the Bn
entrucked at NEWEL and began its 17 mile northward trek along the Regimental route to
arrive in reserve positions in SEFFERN (4 mi N of BICKENDORF) by 23L5. The 2d and 3d Bn
made preparations to relieve the armor of CCB, Lth Armd Division. Late in the evening
the 2d Bn moved 3 miles N to secure SEFFERWEICH while the 3d Bn moved NE 3 miles to
close in MALBFRGWEICH. At 2100 CT 38 was reinforced by elements of the 80th Calvary
Recormassance Troop and was assigned a multipurpose mission of (1) clearing the enemy
Prom the arvea between the NIMS and KYLL RIVERS N to the VIII Corps boundry, (2) to block
all roads into the XII Corps zone from the N between the rivers, (3) to protect the Div-
isional N (left) flamk and (L), to reconnoiter for crossings over the KYLL RIVER between
DENSBORN (6 mi N of XYLLBURG) and KYLLBURG. The 80th Recon Troops were assigned to patrol
the W bank of the KYLL RIVER between MAL BERGWEICH and IRSCH (2 mi NE of BITBURG). CT 38
was also to maintain comtact on the N and S flank with the US 90th and 5th Infantry Div-
isions, respectively.

b YMCMI‘M (&w
By 00L5 L Mar L5, OT 318 had completed the relief of the armored units in their area.

Throughout the cold, rainy day the 1st Bn remained in billets in SEFFERN. Reconnaissance
was begun to the N to establish ernery positions preparatory to reducing them. At 1300
the 2d and 34 Bn (reinforced) attacked N in a sector extending from the towrn of NEIDEN-
BACH (3 mi ME of SEFFERN) SE to ohe KT RIVER, themce S along the E edge of the river.
Enemy resistance consisted chiefly of roadblocks, abatis, antipersonnel and anti~-tank
mines. Although the KYLL RIVER had been ordered held at a1l costs, enemy resistance was
scattered and there was evidence of enemy withdrawel E of the river, At the end of the
attack the towns of MALEERG (SE of MALBERGWEICH) and mngc’EIJBACF had been cleared. The

2d and 3d Bns now occupied the W bank of the KYLL ROVER Between the two towns. The 24
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with its CP in SEFFERWEICH sent strong patrols E and NE. Cos E and G estanlished outposts
dlong the periphery of the town and in the woods. Co F, in reserve, sent three combat
patrols to outpost the high ground W of NEIDENBACH (HILL 500). Co H remained in support
of the Bn CP until late in the evening when it sent one heavy machinegun flatoon each

to Cos E and G on outpost. The 3d Bn sent strong patrols to the N to seize KYLLBURG

]

against little opposition. With the 3d BEn CP in MWALBERGWEICH, Co I moved NE to seize PR
¢

the high ground (HILL L4787) under heavy enemy artillery fire. Co K on the right of sj o
Co I secured the SE flank of the high ground and a small area to the S. Co L remained |
in MALBERGWEICH with the headquarters elements and Co M (-2 platoons). Co M sent one
heavy machine-gun platoon to each of the rifle companies in the vicinity of HILL 478,
Co K, after securing its first objective, sent two platoons to outpost MALBERG and

the remainder moved S to clear the peninsula S of the town along the KYIL RIVER. Late
in the evening the 1st Bn sent Co C to outpost the high ground NE of SEFFERN (vicinity
HIL 470 and Li98?). Before the close of the period, Cannon Co moved from its previous
positions through SEFFERWEICH to secure the high ground around HUL L75 (0.5 miles NE).
Co B 305 led Bn moved from KRUTCHTEN N& (9 miles) to close in WISSMANNSDORF (44 miles

W of BITBURG). Positions were secured in the vacinity for the night.

| On S Mar 45 OT 38 continued to mop up the last remnants of ernermy opposition along the
W bank of the XYLL RIVER. The 1lst Bn remained in its positions in SEFFERN, At 1900, Co
A was sent to relieve Co C and the latter closed in billets in SEFFERN. The 2d Bn cleared
its sector N to the VIII Corps bourndry and E to the KYLL RIVER., The 3d Bn cleared its
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secbor S to the Regimental boundry and & to the river. In its mop-up CT 3.8 had seized
USCH and ST O;[‘?KV):L;; a(“So‘/r:ﬁZ:sm ulifh’? and ll5 miles E of SEFFERN, respectively). The 80th Recon
Troop had secured its outposts along the high ground W of the KYLL RIVER (ML 362 and
ETTFLDORF, S of MALBERY) between MALBERGWEICH and ERDORF (3 mites NE of BITBURG) and
maintained contact with the US oth Infantry Division. By 0730 the Iith Armored Division
had launched an attack E across the 5th Infantry Division KL RIVER bridgehead and
pushed back the enemy line on the E bank. CT 318 was sent to follow in the wake of the

armor but lost contact with the enemy which had witdrawn., Only 38 prisoners were taken
T



during the days action., The lst Bn remained in SEFFERN for the night. Late in the day the
od Bn, with its CP in now in NEIDED ENBACH, Co E was sent toHshg% )’crl‘xecgl‘n?gﬁ?% d (HILL 537)
E of ERNTZHOF (1.5 miles NE of NEIDENBACE) above NEIDENBACHER WALD, Co F enbered reserve
positions in SEFFTRWEICH to the SE while Cos G and H remained in NEIDENBACH, The 3d En

held MALBERG and KYLLBURG to the SE. Co I moved NE to secure MOFRWEILER and then sent

two platoons NE (1 mile) to clear ST THOMAS. Co X remained in MALBERGWEICE, Co L in MALBURG,
and Co M closed in MALBERGWEICH late in the day. Cannon Co and Co B 305 Med Bn retained

their previous positions. evint ; MW,,&W‘ e vis
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During the period of/6410 Mar hS CT 318 continued to outpost and strengthen its positions
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whi.ch extended from SEFFERN E to the KYLL RIVER and S from the river line across the river
to include KMLLBURG. The 1st Bn remained in position in SEFFERN through 10 Mar 5. The 2d
B Potated roadilode duties within the battalion as the rifle companies graduslly began
to concentrate in the v:.mmty of NEIDENBACH, The 3d Bn made minor changes in defensive
pos;t;.o:;s eétabl:.shed in the M.MJBJRG—KELBURG V‘.Lcinl‘bj. On 7 Mar 45 Co I of the 3d Bn left
MOHRWETLER enroute to KTIKBURG, clearing mines enroute. Cammon Co moved from BEFFERWEICH:o
to join % e 2d Bn in NEIDENBACH. Co B 305 Med Bn remained in WISSHANNSDORF. During this
period 2ll battalions carried out training and reorganization. Motorized security patrols
maintained contact with with adjaeent units. At 2030 9 Mar L5 CT 318 was alerted for move-
ment the following day. At 1630, Co B 305 Med Bn moved from its previous positions via
ESSLTNOEN to KYLLBURG. The weather during the period was relatively fair but cloudy. Due

. DS HE (N iy =Py 79/
to the dry weather the roads and terrain began to dry out. e /0CC /)M/ﬁ“ o ;m. A Fuiite.e
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At 1100, 10 Mar 45, the 80th Division was relieved from the céntrol of the XII Corps and
attached to the XX Corps. The weather contimued clear as CT 318 made preparations for the
divisional movement S to the vicinity of MONDORF-LES-BAINS (E of the MOSELLE RIVER on the
L UXEMBOURG-FRANCE border). Throughout the day CT 318 remained on alert status and its units

began to concentrate in the vicinity of BICKENDORF.

At 0130 11 Mar L5, orders were received to remove all unit designations from clothing and

vehicles. At 0330 CT 318 began its move S to MONDORF. The Regimental CF departed the area
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,of ATEXTUDORY at 0350 and moved § Si miles along Route € through BITBURG, then SE on Route
257 through ECTERNACTERBRUCH and, finally, S to the assembly area. CT 318 CP was established
at 1000 in FLLANGE, LUXEMBOURG (1¢5 miles NNE of MONDORF ). The 1st Bn arrived in WELLENSTEIN
(2 miles SW of REMICH). Co C moved from WILENSTEIN 4o secure REMICH The 2d Bn detrucked
mI&:éIMiAC;EER yon the MOSELLE RIVER (Between WELLENSTEIN and REMICH). The 3d Bn closed in
the vicinity of WINTRANGE-SCHWEBSANGE on the MOSFLLE and went into positions a mile S of

the 18t Bn. Cannon Co, having arrived in ELLANGE, moved NE 2 miles to take up positions in
the village of WELFRANGE. Co B 305 Med Bn closed one mile S of the Regimental CP and in the
village of FLVANGE LES BURMERANGE, Having closed in the assembly area by 1300, CT 318 began
preparations for a forthcoming attack to the E through elements of the US 9ith and 26th
Infantry Divisions. Awaiting departure orders the Regiment performed maintenance of ibts

equiprent and participated in personnel rehabilitation.

At 0630 12 Mar 15, in fair weather, the 80th Infantry Division began movement to forward
assembly areas. Divisionsl elements received orders as to the disposition of their troops,
movement to forward areas, communications and air-craft identification methods. CT 38
CP elements departed FLLANGE, LUXEMBOURG, and moved NB via REMICH and SAARBURG crossing
the MOSFILE and SARRE RIVERS ., Movement contimued SE through BEURIG to close in IRSCH

(2 miles E of SAARBURG) by 1120. At 0700 the 1st Bn had departed the vicinity of WELLEN-
STEIN by motor to move along the Regimental route to BEUE,i\fGS:ﬁg;re the battalion detrucked.
The-battal icw’then moved E by foot to TRSCH,whee Cos A, B and C moved E to secure the
nigh ground of HILLS Ll3, LSk and hzuf cé D remained with the Bn CP in IRSCH. The 2d Bn,
having arrived in IRSCH, retained Cos G and H in the town and moved Cos E and F to the
high ground 1 mile N¥ (HILL 258?) to dig in. The 3d Bn moved through IRSCH and took up

defensive positions to theNE of the towm zlong the Iﬁ edge of the IRSCH-ZERF highway. Co
- g ’D\n,\m\», PY AT it

X, supported by Co I, went into position 3 milessE of IRSCH in the vieinity of the woods

M pan g v T g

KMBERVALD ( W of BALDRINGEN AND FROMERSBACH). Positions were then consolidated for the

from their positions E of IRSCH to reach the LOD by 0300 the following mormning.
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7 By 0300 13 lMar 1,5, the assavlting 1lst and 3d Bns jumped off from the 10D in a éﬁi‘prise

EPER

attach intended to clear the enemy from the sector W of the RHINE RIVER. Similar attacks
were being carried out by the US 9hith and 26 Infantry Divisions, the sum total of the
forward movement was to clear the eremy from the triangle formed on the N by the MOSELLE
RIViR, on the E by the RHINE RIVER and S and W by the SAAR RIVER - the last remaining
enemy holdings W of the RHINE RIVER. The mission of the 80th Division was to clear the
large wooded area between NIEDERZERF and WEISKIRCHEN to the E, thus enabling the US 10th
Armored Division to break through and conquer the SAAR-PAL ATINATE, Efgving swiftly E, with

(ot resiyT )

the 2d ‘Bn 1n1:ef%/e’rve” positions, the 1st and 3d Bns struck boward the high ground E of

OBER ZERFT}‘ 'Tﬁve con)tested ground was covered with the dense, dark and thickly wooded area
of the FORET DE WADFRN, FORET DE NOIRE and FORET Di ZZRF. Enemy elements engaged in the
defense of the area belonged to the German 24 Hountain Division and the 67th Reconnaissance
Battalion. The 2d Mountain Division, while having sustained severe losses in the CCLIAR
POCKET, was estimated to have a effective combat strength of 3,000 men, including re-
inforcements; its troops had high morale, good uniforms and equipment, and better leader-
ship, In addition, the division was supported by the 111th Mountain Artillery Regiment

(at approximately half strength in weapons), and the 8lith Nebelwerfer Regiment of the

7th Nebelwerfer Brigade.

Initially the assavlting lst and 3d Bns, supported by one platoon edcHcof Co B 702 Tank
Bn and Co B 811 Tank Destroyer En per assaulting battalion, progressed rapidiy. But, as
the enemy took up the slavk and fell into defensive depth, the attack slowed considerably.
Tn addition to small arms fire and mortar concentration, the enemy enployed heavy fire
from its artillery and nebelwerfer support elementse The towns of OBER ZERF and NIEDER~
7FRF suffered particularly heavy artillery fire as forward elements of CT 3.8 approached.
The 1st Bn attacking ESE assaulted ZERF and NEIDERZERF. Co A at 0800 had swung ESE along
the ZFRF-WEISKIRCHEN highway to assault HILL 521 E of ZERF overlooking the torturous
southwand bend of the higlway which ran slong the S edge of xke HILL 521, Meeting heavy
opposition in the contest for this valuable ground the comparny was dispersed by ereny

small arms and artillery fire. Sgt Cooper (I11.) charged through the enemy fire to re-
_7._
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organize the battered remnants of The company which, on reforming ranks, claasmed forward

to seize the objective. Obta.ln::_ng, the he:.vhts the company dug in and strengthened its
positionss Cos B and C spent a éggé <par€1 of the day clearing the area in and around the
tovms of OBER ZERF and NIEDER ZERF. The 2d Bn in Regimental reserve moved along the left
flank of the 1st Bn to clear the woods (HECKLEBUSCH which lay E of ZERF. By 1945 elements
of the battalion had cleared HECKLEBUSCH and had moved through BOIS DE MANDERN N of HILL
571 . Enemy counterattacks in the vacinity attempted to over-run the battalion CP. Pfe
Hirst (H Co, 2d PBn) opened” fire killing six enemy attackers with the result that the
attacl: was broken up. Cos E and F moved into ZERF as Regimental Reserve. Co G moved to
oar the e 1o W of ZERF and later U ihe day moved back to ZERF. Co H remained in the
vicinity of IRSCH. The 34 Bn, moving N along the Regimental left flank at 0745 with Cos
k and T sbreast (Co I in support) drove oo BALDRINGEN (2 miles N of ZERF), Co I struck
STk YT Ao Pl Avh flrd  CUR Tows ST ik 2upps rod e
SE toward FROMMERSBACH (0.5 miles E of ZERF) which was secured by noon. Cos K and L then
moved SE through the positions of Co I to secure the high ground SE of FROMERSBACH in the
BOIS DE MANDERN (2 miles SE). Co M remained behind to outpost the town of BALDRINGEN. The
positions of the assault battalions were secured defensively in the woods and bn the high
ground in the vicinity. The variable terrain and thickly wooded areas afforded the enemy
excellant opportunities for deception, deployment, infiltration and counter—-attacke. By the
close of the period the 1st En had secured the vicinity of ZERF SE to HILL 521. The 2d Bn
at the same time had reached the center of the woods BOILS DE MANDERN and was astride the
single good road through the forest. The 3d Bn Had secured BALDRINGEN and FROMMERSBACH and
was in position 2 miles to the SE of the latter town. Cannon Co established positions be-
hind the 3d Bn approximately 2 miles ME of IRSCH. Co B 305 Med Bn was still in ELVANGE,
1L,UXEMBOURG. By the days end, CT 318 had taken more than 290 prisoners some of which had
participated in a counterattack against the 2nd Bn positions in an attempt to retake the

HILL WILIEIUSKOPF (W of BALDRINGEN) but lost 21 men of the 65 attacking.

On 14 Mar L5, CT 318 established its CP in NIEDER ZERF. The lst Bn contimued to clear the

dense W section of the woods surrounding its positions (ML 521) 2 miles SE of NIEDER
Quons Fon MW kYD

ZERF, Clearing this area\‘bhe Bn then moved & to clear the main road. Heavy fire from
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enemy aubomatic weapons, small arms and assault guns was encountered and the Bn closed

in defensive positions around and on HILL §_59 overlooking the ZERF-WEISKIRCHEN higiway
from the N. Mearwhile the 2d Bn made rapid advances toward WEISKIRCHEN S of the road

to SCHEIDEN. By the close of the period elements of the battalion were in position E and

et ot S ‘r"‘;'."&'?fﬁ(’i 4'\"""

N of SCHEIDEI‘\P Cos E, F and G were in defensive positions on the high ground (viecinity
HILL 610) in the woods BORET DE ZERF one mile N of SCHEIDEN. Co H had#nOVec} ore mile E
of the town to positions W of WALDHIL ZBACH. The 3d ﬁn(ucognﬁs;le;d;;eda;.{; pc;s(lt:;_ons with
its elements 2 miles SE of the DAL DRINGEN-FROMMERSBACH vicinity. During the evening Co
T was isolated by eneryy mi‘j_'l.’orafc::.oxiL g&;r;‘;aged to hold its position although supplies
and ammunition were dwindling. The Co moved slowly forward to secure the highground in
the I edge of BOIS DE MANDERN (vicinity HILL 527?) N of HILL 659, A supply party was
sent forward to contact the company but was a.mbv.sh,::de a;m; uhcz;.é to withdraw. At the close
of the period all elements of CT 318 were strengthening their positions. Carmon Co and
Co B 305 Med Bn remained in their former positions. The Regiment received fire support
from the 3llhth FA Bn, Co B 811 Tank Destroyer Bn and Co B 702 Tank Bn throughout the
leyen flerswivclivme o 237T Theo Tontadh W“'"’“ i i oele il

night,
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During the days action additional units of the enemy 2d Moun’oa.:.n Division were en-
countered as counterattacks were successively throughout the day. The most viscious
counter-thrust was made by elements of theu f;’?%&:ﬁﬁ;ﬂgta;n Infantry Regiment whi-eb-was
surported by four assault guns, four tanks, several 75mm anti-tank guns and morbtar
sections. The mission was to recapture the strategic highground along the ZERF-WETI SKIRCHEN
highway (HILLS 659 and 521 N of the road, and HITL 647 to the S). Mlso identified in the
attack was the enemy 55th Anti-tank Bn of the 2nd Mountain Division. By evering of the
day CT 318 had captured 356 prisoners, numerous toP secret documents, and destroyed a
large amount of eremy equipment. The enewy 136th Mountain Infantry Regiment had almost

suffered total liquidation and the German 67th Reconnaissance Bn was almost wiped out.

On 15 Mar L5, the 1st Bn in the center of the Regimentsl zone ¢leared the main supply
route along the ZERF-WEISKIRCHEN highway and the adj cent woods. Road blocks were
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established on all roads and trails coming out of the woods in this area and the battalion
began to concentrate its elements on and around HILL 659 (SE of HOL 521) astride the high-
way. Late in the evening the enemy was reported to be working belween the 1lst and 2nd Bns
dlong the S edge of the higlway. Co B moved forward to su;port Cos A and C diready in that
& ey SN EL Eres ofa THTE I UG, I0E €7 Tame, TANKs  3cdfha Sewr 1o Suppor €130
vicinity. The 2d Bn sent Co E acrdss the higlway to clear the woods FORET D& WADERN lying
N of WEISKIRCHEN as the remainder of the battalion advanced on the town of WEISKIRCIEN. The
2d Bn, with elements of the 3d Bn in support, drove into the S edge of WEISKIRCHEN against
heavy enery fire directed upon them by the German 2d Bn of the 12th S5 Mounbain Regiment,
6th SS Mountain Division. Heavily engaged, the 2d Bn managed to repulse one strong enery
counterattadc, During the night hosbile troops infiltrated through the positions of the

24 Bn and established a roadblock which cut the battalion's long supply and communications
1ine. Sgt Clark (W, Va.) and Pfc Jones (La) of Hgs 2d Bn made eight trips through ercmy
lines during the night in an attempt to lay wire and maintain communications. They were
fired upon but managed to evacuate two seriougly wounded corrades on their first trip. On
the second trip they captured 30 Germans. In the town the battalion assault companies
attenpted to push NE toward the tom's center. Fierce house-to-house fighting continued
during the night. In the late night of the period the 3d Bn continued to drive E in an
effort to reopen the supply route to WEISKIRCHEN, During the evening Camnon Co moved to

a position 0.5 miles E of OBER ZERF and Co B 305 led Bn closed in IRSCHL

‘The assault battalions continued to engage the enemy in ihe v.x_c:!.nl’oy of WoISKIRCHEN through

the early morming hours of 16 Mar LS. The 1st Bn secured its positions around HILL 659. The
™ 26; Bn epgaged the enemy in viscious fighting in “EISKIRCHEN while the 3d Bn moved toward

the town from the W and SW in an attempt to reopen the supply route. The 2d Bn by early

morning had penetrated to the center of the tovm bubt was still encountering heavy enemy

opposition. During the day Lt Simmons (Pa) Hgs 2d Bn had crawled over 300 yards under

heavy fire to assist in the evacuation of the wounded to safety and reorganized his men

to move forward despite the Rixwm fierce enemy fire, a move which killed 20 of the enemy

and captured 15 others in a position which severely harrassed the advance. T/l Truax (Ohio)

swork Co B 305 Med Bn, spent a good part of the day dashing through fire swept streets
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1o direct the evaculation of the wounded in spite of = having sustained a severe wound

earlier in the day. By late morning the 3d Bn had swept through the enemy opposition and
reopened the supply route to the 2d Bn. The 3d Bn then move into WEISKIRCHEN fron the S
NS P ring, & Cluacko, . Vv S/av A& v
to join the 2d Bn which had secured btwo-thirds of the town and was fighting bitterly for
(o TONE ()
the remainder against xﬁwelements )of the German 6th SS Mountain Division. The heavy fire
fight was to contiue through the night and early morning of the following day.

/17 M¥ar 45 . .
By 0800 the lst Bn had secured its former positions arourd HILL 659. The battalion was

then attached to the US 10th Armored Division (CCA)e With the rifle companies mounted
on armored cars and tanks the colum swiftly moved from the entrucking vicinity 1 mile
N of ZWALBACH (SW of WEISKIRCHEN) slong the higlway through WEISKIRCHEN and RAPPWEILER
to the woods FORET DE WADERN in the FRIEDWALD. Detrucking at this point the 1st Bn (- Co A)
moved by foot into WADERN (2 miles E) to close in the town by 1500. Co A motored to the
village of STEINBERG (2.5 NE of WEISKIRCHEN) and, after clearing the town, the company
moved SE (3 miles) through MORSCHILZ to close in WADERN by 1630. Throughout the early
morning hours the 2d and 3d Bn contimued to fight }i'oér': p‘oté\sés;?.:i:én of WEISKIRCHEN which
was finally secured by 03J. Both battalions remained in the tovn to clear the last
remants of enemy opposition from the fringes of the tovn and the surrounding vicinity.
CT 313 moved its CP to WEISKIRCHEN by 1320. Cannon Co remained in HIRSCHFEL DERHOF and
Co B 305 led Bn moved from the vicinity of IRSCH to close in CONFELD (1 mile E of WEIS-

KIRCIEN).

On 18 Har 45, while attached to CCA, 10th Armored Division, the lst Dn motored at 1300
from WADFRN E via DAGSTUHL, LOCKWEI/LER, KRETTRNICH and MUPL%‘I*LD to close in METTHICH
(0.5 mile N of PRIMSTAL) by 1530. Cos A, B and C then moved 1 mile N of the town to
asserble in the vicinity of STEINBACHSWALD while Co D continued N to KASTEL. The Bn
was now N of PRIMSTAL on a line along the E bank of the PRIM RIVER. Ct 318 (~lst Bn)
was bivouracked in WEISKIRCHEN. The 2d Bn, with one platoon of Co B 811 Tank Destroyer
Bn in support, was placed in Divisional reserve in the town. Co ¥, which had earlier
in the day moved to CONFILD, returned to WEISKIRCIEN to slose in the town by 2120. At
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0930 the 34 Bn had been attached to CCB, 10th Armd Division and moved 6 miles NE through
the positions of the 1st Bn to seize SOTERN (E of SCHVARTZINBACH). The 1st Bn, at 1900,
moved from its assembly positions N of METTNICH S5 to PRIMSTALE and then 10 miles SE to
WINTERBACH where the unit closed by 2330. Preparations were then made by the battalion
for the coming atbtack on ST WENDEL (B miles E). Camnon Co moved from HIRSCHFELDERHOF

(S of HILL 521 on the ZEBF-WEISKIRCHEN HIGHVAY) to WEISKIRCIEN. Co B 305 Med Bn remained
in CONFILD. “Ie"i“ e uandt i 1 Dt Thunr Full o e A f,j K/ .0 dnse & ebs

g P ded

On 19 Mar L5, at OlOO, the 1st Bn crossed the LOD 'bo%(;.“b'back ST WENDRL where the battalion

encountered little enemy resistance and the town was secured by 0L 30%e=. Cos Ay, C and D
outposted ST WENDEL to the N, E and S. Co B was sent SE to outpost the high ground in the
vicinity of HILL L22 ’ of WERSCINEILER). At 1600 the battzlion then moved by motor SE
from ST WENDEL to join Co B at the latters position. At 1730 Co A at’ca.cked S from the
battalion position to seize and clear the town of DORR:I\I;A%‘I? b(1 mile S) by 1800 after
which the company returned to the vicinity of WERSCHWEILER. At 1930 the 1lst Bn entrucked
to move E 15 miles via FROHNHOFEN and ALTENKIRCHEN to close for the night at 2330 in the
town of BRUCKEN (FFALZ). The 2d Bn with the CP of CT 318 moved E 20 miles from WEISKIRCHEN
to OBERTHAL via SFLBACH and GROWIG. On arrival the 2d Bn received orders to take over the
mission of the 3d Bn. The 3d Bn, with CCB 10th Armd Division, fanned its rifle companies
E from SOTERN. Co I moved 8 miles % to RUCKWEILER, Co K 4 miles E to seize the high
ground at NOHFELDEN, and Co L moved 11 miles S& to HAUFERSWEILIR. One platoon of heavy
machine suns and an 80mm mortar platoon of Co M was sent into RUCKWEILER as support for
Co I. The 3d Bn CP, with the remainder of Co I as sur sport and security, moved 10 miles
SE to OBERKIRCHEN (N of Co L). Further penetration was made by the battalion which took
KUSEL with the aid of the armored elements. Carmon Co departed its former positions and
closed for the day in ALSWEILER (1 5 miles W of WINTERBACH). GaTnldn et

g iyl

. , iy ) y

On 20 Mar L5 the ist Bn - at’cached to CCA th Armd Division - departed BRUCKEN at 0900 and,
TFOHE witey

passing through the outskirts of KAISTRSLAUTERN to the S, moved 35 miles E from BRUCKEN to

HOCHSPEYER on Route 37 by 1500. The battalion sent strong combat patrols to clear the woods
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NE of the tom (T to HILL 339) in the viecinity of FLSCHBACH. By 1600 the battalion had

cleared the vicinity and tasm Cos A and © turned ESE to clear the woods HOCHSPEYERBACH
¢ clisnin WeCwalasig | . . E.
W of FAANYENSTEIN and S of Route‘};. Mements of the battalion meamvhile continued/with
the armor to a point 7 miles W of LUDNIGSHOFEN in the vicinity of OGGERASHAINL. Returning
to ‘the vicinity of FRANKENSTEIN, Cos A and C boarded tanks of CCA and rode Sk along
Rowte 39 for 9 miles to close in LAMBRECHT by 2000. The town lay along the route to
TEUSTADT and was surrounded by the heavy forest IFALZEIR VIALD lying both N and S of Route
B Cufupaal e &8 DU Pl NessTabs
39, Cos—B-and D elements remained with the 1st Bn CF now established in HOCHSPEYER. The
24 Bn moved from OBERTHAL to ST WENDEL where it mopped up enery elements in the wake of
the armored thrust to the E. Co E was given the mission of gmarding a captured hospital
and prisoners. The 3d Bn,which accompanied the grmor of CCB in its drive toward the
vicinity of LUDWIGSHOFEN, returned to KAISERSLAUTERN . The Regimental CPF moved 22 miles
E from OFERTHAL to closed for the day in KAISERSLAUTERN., Cannon Co moved from ALSWEILZR
Fpipers o CBER KIPdew T

via ST WEMNDEL to close in NIEDERKIRCIEN (12 miles E of ST WENDHL)e Co B 305 led Bn moved

from CBERTHAL via MUNCHWEILER to KAISERSLAUTERN.

e

On 21 iar L5 The lst and 3d Bns of CT 318 remained a‘btaéhed to CCA and CCB 10th Armd

Division, respectively.
and the 00th Recon Troop continued to screen the S flank of the Division disrupting enemy
supply lines in that sector. At 0330 the 1st Bn moved E along Route 37 to FRANKENSTEIN
and then swung SE along Route 39 via WZIDENTHAL and NEIDELFTLS to pass through the pos-
itions of Cos A and C previously established in LAMBRECHI. Leaving Co D in defensive

Ygreserve positions at LANMBRECHT, the 1lst Bn (=Co D) moved SE along the route to assault

rJy"'r‘NIEJUS‘I‘.!&D’I‘ (2 miles SEjAof LAMBRECHT) which lay on the SE tip of the PFALZ WALD above Route
w X AN
N

be ¢ 39. The assaulting companies encountered heavy enemy mortar fire and sniper action. Co A

T

78

¥

E r
Se# became dispersed and Pfc Johnson (I11) voluntarily dashed from house to house through

&,
¥

'-’e“ \‘7?}; mortar ard sniper fire to contact the platoon leaders. The Regimental Chaplain, Father
;g
cgﬁ\; Martin, moved forward under fire to assist in the evacuation of the wounded although the
,‘\ \l}

f the enemy fire continued to be concentrated in the area. Late in the day the town was

secured. [I;om the period 19 iar 45 through 2 Mar 1i5, the 1st Bn was credited with the



capture of more than 1L00 prisonmers. The 2d Bn remained asserbled in KAISERSLAUTERN as
Division reserve. The 3d Bn fanned its forces S to the perimeter of the 80th Recon Troop.
Cos I, ¥ and M as part of Task Force REED moved SW from the vicinity of KAISERSLAUTERN
along Doute 270 to secure WALDFISCHBACH Co K had moved to positions in SCHOYY W of the
batislion on Route 270. For the period 19-21 Mar L5 the 3d Bn had bagged 573 prisoners
and presently held the S (right) flank of the Regimental sector. Cannon Co moved from
its former position to close for the day in KAISERSLAUTERN. Co B 305 Med Bn joined the

CP of CT 318 in BAD DURKHEIM. (on Route 38 N of NEUSTADT).

On 22 Mar L5, with the Regimental CF in BAD DURKHETL, all battalions were released from
attactment to the 10th Armd Division and returned to Regimental control. During the
entire operation of the past four days (18 -2L Mar 15) CT 318 sustained a moderate number
of casuatiese. The 80th Division has moved by motor and foot marches 115 miles forward and
had captured 5,08l prisoners. After the breakthrough at WEISKIRCHEN enemy resistance had
virtually collapsed as the eremy withdrew N across the RHINE RIVER leaving orly moderate
pockets of resistance along the withdrawel route. Elements of CT 318 concentrated in the
assenbly areas of NEUSTADT, MUSSBACH and BAD DURKHEIM along the E edge of the IFALZ WALD.
The 1st Bn departed NZUSTADT i;;o’}?)e afternoon to move 3 miles NE along Route 38 to the
village of MUSSBACH where the battelion closed at 1500. The troops were billeted in the
town for the night. The 2d Bn remained in KAISERSLAUTERN with Service Co after having
relieved elements of CT 319 on outposts around the town and continued to patrol the N
portion of that city. A1l companies of the 3d Bn assembled in NEUSTADT by nightfall. CT
318 was now relieved of the mission of attacking E as the Division prepared for movement
to a new zone of advance toward the N, Cannon Co and Co B 305 lMed Bn joined the Regimental

CP in BAD DURKHEIM.

On 23 Mar 45, IMSWEILER on Route LO (32 miles N of KAISERSLAUTERN) was designated the
forward assembly area for CT 318. At 1530 Co C of the 1lst Bn was sent N to BAD DURKHEIM
fron the battalion positions at MUSSBACH as security for the Regimental CP. The 1st Bn
(~Co C), followed at 300 yards by the 3d Bn (=Co L), moved‘%;’.a Bio--DEREEMRL along Route
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271 to BAD DURKHEIM, thence dlong Route 37 W to KATSERSLAUTERN. From this point the
battalion moved N slong Route 4O to WINNWEILER then IW slong Route 18 via HOCHSTEIN
to close in SCHWEISWEILER on the same route. Co A remained in MUSSBACH outposting the
town to the E. The 2d Bn continued to patrol KAISERSLAUTERN throughout the day. The
3d Bn, following the Ist Bn, journeyed to SCHWEISWEILER and then deployed its rifle
companies to secure the surrounding vicinity. The 3d Bn CP plus Cos I and K moved 2
miles W to secure the area of GUNDESWEILER. Co M joined the battalion as support. Co
L remained in NEUSTADT where it received sporadic ememy concentrations of artillery
throughout the day. By the end of the day the town of REUCKENHAUSEN (L miles N of IMS-
WEILER) was designated as the new forward assembly area for the 80th Infantry Division.
Cannon Co went into position 0.25 miles SE of KRIEGSHEIM and Co B 305 ied Bn remained

in its previous position.

Throughcut 2l Mar 45 CT 318 began to concentrate in its assembly areas DUSWEILIR-

ROCKINHOUSEN vieinity. \Cgs(aand C left their positions of 23 Mar L5 and moved by

motor to join the 1st Bn in SCHIEISWEILER, The 2d Bn departed KAISERSLAUTERNat 0800

to arrive in TMSWEILER by 1000 where #ks troops were billeted in houses. The 3d Bn in
the vicinity of GUNDESWZILER was joined by Co I late in the day. Cannon Co went into
billets 1 mile B of IMSWEILER in the village of DORNBACH. Co B 305 led Bn closed in

the viecinity of IMSWEILER. By nightfall the Regimental CF was established at IMSWEILER,
the Regimental trains were 1 mile SW of GUNDERSWEILER in the village of MESSERBACHERHOFF.
Late in the evening Co B 702 Tank Battalion and Co B 811 Tank Destroyer Bn were attached
to the Regiment. Throughtout the day CT 318 rosted security guards on desiganated rail-
road bridges, tunnels, and astride the main higlways. Care and cleaning of equipment was
carried on and restrictive action was enforced upon the civilian population in and around

the bivouraced areas. The program was contimed throurhout the 25 M&r 15.
g ute- A8 hnv SI7

The favorable battle weather, which had prevailed since the last rains during the night
of 11 Y¥ar L5, ended with a sudden rainfall of 26 lar 45. At 1230 the Division reccived

orders to concentrate in the RHINE RIVER viaeinity of MAINZ to the NE. Mlements of the
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Sivision began to move IE to.the new assembly arvea of SCHWABENHEIM (5 miles SE of OBER
TCLEHETH). In the rain the roads became deep with md as CT 318 prepared for the move.
CT 318, with the 1st Bn leading, departed the vicinity of LMSWEILER at 1430 enroute N

to OBER INCGLTIEIM, During the move CT 318 motored N along Ioute 118 to BAD KREUZNACH, Xk
thence NE along Route L1 to OBER INGLEHEIM. The Regiment closed in the vicinity at 1930
after having traveled approximately ;0 miles. The 2d Bn remained in IMSWEILER where the
troops were entertained with a USO show. The 3d Bn continue to occupy its former area
of GUUDERSYEILER. Cannon Co was still in BORNBACH and Co B 305 Med Bn closed in OBER
IIGLEIETY. Little change occurred in the forward positions of CT 318 on 27 Mar 5. During
this day the 2d Bn (-Co H) and the 3d Bn arrived in OBER INGLEHEINM, Co H moved to occupy
positions in NIEDER THGLEHEZIM. The remainder of the day was devoted to care and mainten-

ance of equipment.
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to the right ot the 2d Bn, atbacked NNI to seize IGSTADT and AURINGEZN (2 and 5 miles H
of IRBENHEIM, respectively). The 3d Bn then continued N parallel to the REICHSAUTCUBAHN.

he 15t Bn, following the 3d Bn N, had crossed from MAINZ to KASTHL gt 1500 leaving Co C
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in UATNZ wrbil 1630 when the company followed the other rifle companies across the river.
Departing from KASTZEL at 1700 the 1st Bn mopped up resistance left behind by the 3d Bn
Aowin $RBEVHEM 15D 2 Gl iy V6TMT et 2250

thrust northward. During this period the lst Bn remained in Regimental reserve. By night~
fall the 3d Bn had pushed7lo.5 miles N from KASTFL vicinity and had seized the village

of NIEDENHAUSEIE.N;Z;:’);: ghe evening the 2d Bn left AURINGEN and moved SW (2 miles) to
assawlt and seize RAUBACH where the battalion closed for the might. The 1lst Bn joined
the 3d Bn in NIEDﬁIHAUSEN for the night. Co B was sent to outpost the vicinity of the
town of RAMBACH, Cannon Co and Co B 305 Med Bn remained in the vicinity of MAINZ with

the Regimental CF,

@431

W
{

o
o

On 29 Mar L5 a Field lessage was received which disclosed that the US XX Corps was now
composed of the 80th, 65th and 5 Infantry Divisions plus the 6th Armored Division. As
part of the XX Corps drive to the IE, the 30th Division continued to cross the RHINE
RIVZR. Ilazed by intermittant rain storms, CT 318 contimued to develop its positions

i of the bridgehead and cleared its objectives. The disorganization of the German units
was evidenced by the total of 1125 enemy prisoners captured in the enemy defense of the
REINT RIVER barrier. Most of the prisoners were 16-17 years old and were members of
anti-aircraft battalions. The lowest morale yet encountered was found among the prisoners
in the L0-50 year old age group. Only a handful of these captured had belonged to regular

units.

Throughout the day the 1st Bn remained chiefly in the NIEDER\%IAUSEI\I vicinity. In addition
to Co B on outpost duty at RAMBACH, the 2d platoon of Company A was sent to clear and
outpost the village of I{'(BRIJIGSHOFETI (1 mile N) lying W of the Reichsautobahn. Sniper
activityé'i,"rgn“ghe nearby woods took the 1ife of the commander of Co A4 (Lt Weireshauser).
The platoon aen moved into the woods from the Autobahn and cleared the area in a frontal

- "351(‘:1;3“:’ Fim e S
assault on the enemy dug in deep in the woods. The 2d Bn deployed its units in the area

40 fv> ﬁ\qv\w‘{ froivtuy Ertg 6074 Wiesbaoew | no.‘ggmwca-mu) o CoFeww AVRIKGE

of RMBACH to the © of the 3d Bn positions at HIEDENHAUSEN . Cannon Co moved during the
day from MAINZ across the river to KASTAEL, from which it then moved into positions S of
the forward elements to close in KLOIFENHEIM. Co B 305 Med Bn remained in MAINZ and e
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CT 318 established its CP in WAUROD (1 mile NW of AURINGEN) behing the 1st and 3d Bns.

Positions were consolidated for the night.

On 30 Mar L5 CT 318 completed clearing of its assigned objectives and began to move from
the NIEDERNHAUSEN-RAMBACH vihcinity to assemble in NAUROD by 1230. The Regiment remained
in this position for orders to follow the advance of the US 6th Armored Division. Late

in the afternoon CT 310 departed NAUROD with the armored units for the vicinity of HOMEERG
(5l miles SW of KASSEL). Enroute the Regiment moved SE toward FRANKFURT-A. MATN and then
swung NE past the northern outskirts of the town. Hoving through the late evening hours
the convoy traveled 62 miles IE to close in BURKHARDSFELDEN (6 miles due E of GIESSEN and
1 mile E of the kutobahn). The 1st Bn closed in SAASEN 3 Mes NE, th%?iiéx moved to
REINHARDSHAIN (2 miles NE 3; ‘SAASEN) and the 34 Bn closed with Regimentaiw}badquarbers

13c
in BURKHARDSFELDEN, Cannon Co and Co B 305 lMed Bn joined the headquarters units late at

L

night.

At 0415 T Mar 15 CT 318 continued its NE drive toward HOMBERG and moved 51 miles from
BURKHARDSFTLDEN along the AUTOBAHN via ALFIEDD, then N on Route 25 through ZIEGENHAIN,

to close in the vicinity of HOMBERG by 1030. The lst Bn moved 1 mile SE to take up its
positions in and around HOLZHAUSEN by 1100. The 2d Bn halted 2.5 miles SW of HOMEERG at
the village of LUTZELWIG on Route 25L. The 3d Bn closed in the nearby village of ZENNERN.
Cannon Co moved lie5 miles NiW of HOMBERG to UTTERSHAUSEN. Co B 305 Med Bn closed in the
town of HOMBERG near the Regimental Headquarters. In the early afternoon the 3d Bn attacked
6 miles N with the Route 25l as its left boundry and moved to expand the bridgehead of

the 6th Armore],Division in the vieinity mf NW of OBERMOLLRICH and NIEDERMCLLRICH on the
BV RIVER. Go T moved 0 e “GAVIEL b 1330 and then swung due SE to join in the
attack on NIEDERMOLLRICH Moving to a point on the road (Route 25L4?) the troops received
heavy enemy fire from an area 300 yards from the edge of the town. Forming a skirmish line
thewmpan;; attacked at 1500 but withdrew into a difiladed position after receiving heavy
fire from eremy 20mm guns, 120mm mortars and small armse. At 1400 three tank destroyers and

2 ¥-8's arrive to assist in the assault. The company, pPlus one platoon of heavy machine
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guns of Co M, and the tank destroyers attacked to clear and occupy the town by 1900, In the
action the company captured one medium bomber and 53 prisoners. Co T %then outposted the town
for the night. At 2300, Co C, 1st Bn, pushed N towards its objective of DISSEN (5.5 miles

N of NIEDERMOLLRICH) to reach the bridgehead area on the EDDER RIVER by 21400.

Fnemy opposition in the vicinity was identified as elements of the German 166th and 326th
Volks Grenadier Divisions in addition to miscellaneous units. By the close of the period,
CT 318 had been released from the US 6th Armored Division and had reverted to control of
the 80th Infantry Division. During the month of March 1945, over 4,617 prisoners were taken
by the Regiment. This ¥k total was approximately One-fourth of the totdl taken by the

entire Division (17,665) during the month.



