TEPRUARY 1945
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On 1 Feb 45, the sao?ch Tnfantry Division was in position I of DIFXIRCH
st +o BEAUFORT along the S bank of the SAUER RIVER. CT 3L was in possess
jon of the Divisional E sector, to the right of CT 319, which ran glong
the bank of the river from BIGELBACH SE to BRAUFORT, LULIBOURG. The
Regimental line was approximately 6000 yards long and faced GEWANY  to
the NE. S of BEAUFORT, the lst Bn WaS in Regimental reserve in TU\LL.R
undergolng weapons training. The 2d Bn, on the Regimental left, occupied
3000 yards of the line along the river below WALLINDORE to BATORTERHAED.
The 3d Bn held the remaining 3000 yards along the S bank from tie posi-

tions of the 2d Bn SE to the W bank of the ERWZ NOIRE.

The Degimental CF and Anti-tank Co were located in FERils H.ETSCIETTE in
the vicinity of MEDERNACH. Co B 305 led Bn and Co B 305 Engineer Bn were
in WALDBILLIG just a short distance S of HALLAR. Batteries of the 3ilLth
(105mm) Field Artillery Bns were located in the vicinity of HALER in
direct support of the Regiment. In addition, batteries of the 512 (105mm)
and 97lth (155rm) were in support of the 31lth F.A. Bn. Cammon Co was

~rith the 1st Bn in HALLLR.

M.so attached to CT 318 as direct su port was a :labtoon of Co 4, 91st
Gremical fin with four L2 chemical mortars in position 2000 yards N of
HALLER. Inprovement of the Regimental defensive positions and river
p_trolling were carried on through the day andnight. The vieather remained
cold with occassional snow flurries and cold, intermittant rain began to

drench the Regimental sector.

The SAUZR RIVER to the front of CT 318 is formed by a juncture of the
OUR RIVER and the SURE RIVER just W of VALL FIDORF. The SAUZR RIVER then
runs past VALLENDORF and, after series of short turns, passes S past

DILL ING=H. Below DILIGEI, the river turns E for a short distance and
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then AN toward BOLLZNDORF, thus creating a U-bend in'which lies the wooded

peninsula S of BIESUORF. On the T bank of the SAUER RIVZR, moving HNE
are WALLILIDORF, BIZSDORT, KRUT Cﬂ‘all (CRUTCHTLN), HOMLRDING=N and, beyond
that, ITSTTENDORF. S of the river, rumming W to B along the bank, are the
tovms of RSISDORF, BIGHLBACH, DILLIIGEN and GRUNDHOF. Also S of the SAUER
RIVER, on the left flank of the 2d Dn was the ERNZ BLANCIE STREAL which
joined the SAUER RIVER at REISDORF. The right flank boundry of the 3d Bn
was the TANZ NOIRE STREAM which joined the SAULLR SIVER abt GRUNIDIOF. In
betreen the two streams were the assault battalions of CT 316 which, in
a N to S line, occupied BIAUFORT, IALLER, WALDBILLIG, MEDIRNACH and

CIURISTHACH.

Interrogation of German deserters and stragglers indicated thab elements
of the German 352d and 212th Volks Grenadier Divisions were defensively
occupying that part of the SILGFRIED 1IN fronting the zone of CT 318.
Other reports disclosed the enemy line in the vicinity of BOLLENDORF to
be occupied by the German g15th VG Regiment, 3524 Volks Grenmadier Divisior
with an estimated strength in excess of 1,000 men; and the 24 Dn, L23 VG
Reginent, ZL2th VG Division with 300 men.The 3524 VG Division had almost
been anmilated in the LUXIMBOURG sector by the US 30th Inf Division
during btie German counter-offensive of December-Jamiary, 29ul~1945. Fromn
interrosabion of prisoners it was learned that the remnants of all three
former regiments (Silith, 915th and g16th) were combined to form the g1 5th
Volks Grenadier Regiment. For the record, bthe 352d VG Division had been
destroyed once before at ST LO, bub had been reconstituted with GAF and
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On 2 TFab W5, il creatlor tae - - terr. Zor the better. The rains of the day
befoer had ccasel, bub nob before they and the melting snowdrifts had

turned *he roads, trails, and terrain into seas of rmd. As if to assist
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the enemy, which could be seen patrolling the opposite banks of the river,
the SAUTR RIVER had widened from 5ts normal 25-30 feet width to more than
100 feet in some places cue to the constant heavy rains and the early
Spring thaw. The current raced along the swollen banks ab close to 20

miles per hour.

The 1lst Bn contimicd weapons and replacement btreining in HALER through
the period. The 2d Bn, with Go % in KLAUSBERG and Co F in positions N
(0,25 mi) of BZAUFCRT, contimed to patrol the S bank of the SAUER RIVER
in its zone. The 3d Bn, N7 of IALER, patrolled its river frontage along
the Regimental right front. A muber of combat patrols made unsuccessful
attempts to cross the river but the debris-filled, turbulent waters pre-
vented the crossings. "Task Force Fatrol" was formed by men from all com-
panies under Lt Smith (Lst Bn) and whose mission was long~range night
patrolling for the Regiment. At 1800, a field order was received outlining
seneral plans for the coming attack I across the SAUKR RIVER. At this
time the 53d Armd Inf Bn, US Lith Armd Division was attached to CT 318
writh the mission of relieving the 3d Bn in the right half of the sector

and of supporting the coming crossing by fire from this position.

C"'/%ﬂ@/ Aoy £33 e

On 3 Feb L5, despite the contiming cold weather and sporadic heavy rain,
the 1st Bn carried out ibs training program in HALLER while the 2d and 3d
Bns strengthened their positions along the river. A redistribution of
bazookas was made within the units and sniper schools were attended by
selected personnel. Zach rifle company was equipped with ten 20-1b pole
charges and each rifle platoon received two bazookas. Bach weapons pla-
toon received one bagooka. Due to the current, debris, ice, etc., patrcls

were unable to cross the SAUZR RIVER during the night.

The cold rains of L Feb 1,5 and served only to increase the turbulence of

the already swollen SAUER RIVAIR. Roads became quagnires of md and traffic
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was held to a minimum. On outposts, the snfantrymen of CT 30 huddled
against the cdld blasts of wind and rain as clothing and equipment became
saturated with rud. During the day CT 318 received a field order provid-
ing for the attaclk forward to be made abt 0300, 7 Feb LS. The mission of
the Regiment was to atback along the Division right flank and establish

a bridgehead in the viecinity of DILLINGEN on the SAUER RIVER.

During the day, the 53d Armd Inf Bn relieved the 3d Bn on the Regimental
right and the 3d Bn assembled in BCAUTORT. by 1800. Co B, 811th Tank Des-
troyer Bn was attached to CT 719 and moved into the 2d Bn area. Herents
of the 633d AAA Bn vere assigned a direct fire mission in support of the
river crossing. Flaced in charge of all crossing operations was the 166th
Zngineer Bn. During the night of ;-5 Feb L5, the 24 Bn sent another team
to probe for crossings across the river, but the patrol was driven back
by heavy enamy fire. The patrol, under Lt racker (Co F), managed Vo
reach the opposite shore where it encountered an enery patrol which was
routed in a sharp fire fight. On returning to recross the river, the
patrol encountered heavy eremy machine-gun fire and three of the patrol
were killed. The remainder of the patrol crossed the river and delivered
their report. For this action all the patrol members were awarded the

Bronze Star for heroic achievement.

( o5 ’-(4, ry- /—}7/"/-:, ’Q’ﬁ’%,
Throughout the period of L-6 Feb LS, the situation continued unsltered

and the weather remained cold with intermittant heavy rains. Fatrols of
tre assault battalion constantly pwrobed the ereny defenses along the N
piver shore. Some patrols were successfiul, otlers were not. Very few
mmtrols returned in the same strength as they departed. Heroism became
the order of the day and the nigh“b, as our patrols fought the elements

and the enemy, both seemingly insurmountable.
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Before daylight of 6 Feb L5, while the 1lst Bn remained asserbled in
reserve in IALLLR, the 24 Bn and the 166th Ingineer Bn began to move
assault boats and other equipment close to the river's edge in the
vicinity of BOIS D3 DILLINGEN on the W outskirts of DILLINGEN and
BIGILBACIL After dark the 2d Bn moved into the wooded area N of the
village of BIGZLBACH and along the S bark of the SAUZR AIViER just SE

of WALLENDORF. The 3d Bn remained asseribled in DHAUFORT. The battalions
were now assembled in a line running N to S, with the 2d Bn {BIGHLBACH),

3d Bn (BSAUFORT) and the lst Bn (HALER) in that order.

Farly in the morning (0200) of 7 Feb L5, CT 318 began its move toward

the river line through the cold rain and sloshing middy terrain. At this

time the 53¢ Armd Inf Bn began an hours' firing of a1l weapons into the

peninsula area including BCLLENNORF. This fire succeeded in drawing a
considerabile volume of enemy artillery fire from the N side of the river.
Fnery armored activity could be hear on the other side as, at 0210, a

£ifty mimte artillery barrage was begun on all known enery positions.

Spearheading the thrust, the 2d Bn roved out at 0300 to storm the "Wesb
Wall" of the SIEGFRIED LINE under a dense smoke screen which rendered
the river almost invisible. The men of the battalion trudged slowly down
the perilous slippery slope to the bank which then had a sheer drop of
several feet into the waters edge. lMen were injured by the trecherous
terrain and drop to the waters edge. With difficulty, wooden assault
boats were launched into the swift, muddy, debris-filled, icy water. Co
<@ Ry 051C Ta Moy e Arpee Axe-dl
F (Co: ) was across by 0327 against slight resistance. The
rerpinder of the battalion followed as day-light broke to disclose the
crossing site to eneryy observers. At this time a murderously intense fire
from enery sall-arms, heavy weapons, seTf-propelled guns, srtillery and
nebelwerfers was brought to bear upon the river crossing. Ifec Moreschi(
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f;ﬁwow.,nded Tt looked 1like a field day

rime and again, braved the eneny fire and swift current to rescued e
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or the iedical Detachment.
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od Bn did not complete the crossing until late in the night (2300).
Falzono (Higs 2d Bn), after crossing the SAULA {IVER, recormoitered enemy

gun positions despite the heavy enery fire. HMoving in-land, he located

an American AT gun which was mannad by five enemy scldilerse As he ad-

4 . etz ’ P .
vyanced on their position, the enemy attacked ium but were driven back

vith the loss of two killed and one woundeds The remainder took to the

rear in the face of Sgt Tdlzome's deadly fire. By nightfall the 2d Bn
had a strong foothold over the SAUZR RIVER in the vicinity just & of

WALLZMDORE.

In the vicinity of DILLINGIN, the 3d Bn made preparations to ford the
river in that area. The 1lst Bn contbinued to occupy UALLER to the S of
the 3d Bn. Co B 305 lHed Bn estimated the casualties for the day to haw
been more than 50 wounded and/or killed. The colle cting station had been
established just S of the crossing site of the 2d Bn and in the vicinity

of BIGFLEBACIL He Teq €A D P, e im et e s e vy ae TR s bewer is
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The rains ccased rmercifully during the early morning of 8 Feb LS. At
Dbl

0300 the 3d Bn, with Co L (CO: ) leading, attempted crossing

the SAUTR RIVER in the vieinity of DELLINGEN. By 0515, Co L was across

river and, with a heavy machine-gun crew in sapport, was ordered to turn

S to clear out the peninsula and BOLLENDORF. Co I (co: ) wras

rext Lo cross as was abtached as reserve infantry to the 2d Bn. In the

A

meamrhile, the 3d Bn continued to push its men across the river. At this
*

Vg 1o
time, the lst Bn noved to tle woods just above the crossing site. A

As if the turbulent, treacherous river and e intense enemy automatic,
-6 -



mortar and artillery fire were not enough, the assaulting companies of
the 2d Bn had to move up to the crest above the rivere Overlooking the
river and dovm the throats of the 24 Dn, the encmy had developed forts
with over-la-ping fields of firc. Camouflaged pill-boxes regembled houses,

barns, haystacks; the dense foliage covered mmerous fo -holes, minefields

and. booby-traps. Literally into the gaping jaws of Iell moved the 2d Bne.

Through this murderous rire attacked the 2d Bn at 1300 and, by 2300, was
ornly able to report a gain of some 1200 yards. In some instances groups
of men moved ahead of tle main 1ine while others were sbtopped cold. Sgt'é
Ray and Dicks, with vt leade (CoF) found themselves all alone some dis-
tance beyond the foremost lines of the 2d Bn. At this time an enemy
counter-atback was mounting ©o their Laediate front. Waiting until the
enermy slovly and tentilizingly came to within 10 yards of their position,
the Americans then opered fire killing o5 of the enemy and the rest ran

for vheir lives. The positions of the 2d Bn were developed gfr the night.

mmmmmwmmm%mmcammcm&mxmmmxmo

THbh bthe weather turning fair on 9 Feb 15, CT 318 sought to enlarge its
rerimeter at the crossing site. The 1st Bn began crossing in the vicinity
of DILLTILTH abt 0330, encountering only slightly less enemy fire, and by
0730 had only managed to get Co A (Co: } across the river.
By 1900, however, the romainder of the batbalion had reached the N shore.
The lst Bn passed through the 24 Bn, vhich had been atbacking NE, and
attacked N to gain some 1,000 yards before dark. ﬁw 3d Bn, with Co L
still clearing the peninsula to the 5, moved its companies to seize the
high ground 1000 yards Z of the bridgehead site in the vicinity of HILL
390. In the concerted attack, all units encountered strong resistance
from pill-boxes and dug in defenses all glong the N bank of the river.

-7 -



At 1000, CT 213 established sts CF on German soil in a log burnker on the
high ground acdjacent to the river crossing site. Ab 22,0, the Regiment
received notification that elements of CT 317 would assume responsibility
for the security of the crossing ares, thus relieving CT 310 to penetrate

deeper into the STAGFRIED LINL.

Durine the three day period of 7 through 9 Feb 45, the enemy forces con-
tacted by CT 318 were from the Gernan 915th Volks Grenadier Regiment of
the 352 VG Division and the 316th Volks Grenadier Regiment of the 212 VG
Division. The enany artillery support cane from the guns of the 1352 Art-
illery Regiment which had several nebelwerfer battalions and self-pro-
pelled guns. Late in the evening the German 1130 (Lst Bn) Volks Grenadier
Regiment, 560th VG Division was also contacted in the vicinity. As soon
»5 CT 318 had gained a foot~hold, additional cnemy forces was rushed in

+to throw the Regiment back into the river.

On 10 Feb L5, as the early morning rains ceased, the 1st Bn moved N along
the right flank of the 2d Bn with Cos A and B abreast. The mission of the
battalion was the high ground 1500 yards SE of BIZSDORF, GEANY, some twe
miles NE of the bridgehead. Strong cnermy resistance was encountered as
the Torward elements closed in on tie objective. Lt licAllister (Co B)
advanced to the front of his yimmed down comrades t0 learn his cormander
had been injureds Taling cormand, he led the men forward in an action
viaich killed 70 of the enemy and swa 50 others taken prisorers. By 1800,

the high ground was seized anc the assault companies dug in for the night.

The 2d Dn was only able to make slight ppogress during the day because of
the strongly defended pillboxes which lay between the battalion and its
objective, the town of BIESDOAF. One stronghold was eliminated by the
heroisn of Pfc Frank (Co E) who crawled 150 vards from his lines to attack

the enemy, killing 3, wounding 2 and capburing 3. ¥fc Dudley (Co G)
-8 -
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charged 250 yards through enery fire to assault another eneny position,
talcing a number of prisonerse After darkmess, the 2d Bn by-passcd the
stronger eneny positions to capture BIZSDORF by 20Ll, thereby isolating
a1l eneryy forces in positions S of the town. The capture of the tovm made
the SAURR RIVER bridgehead the largest in tle Corps sectors

Co
The 3d Dn contimed clearing the enemy fronm positions to the 5 on the

peninsula and in BaLL SHDORS while the major advance was being nade bo
the T During the dgys action CT 718 had comtacted strong opposition
from elements of the German 560th Volks CGrenacier Division whose units
had been filled with 18 year-old recruits and returned wounded persomel.
By the cdlese of the perlod, CT 3.8 had ca tured more than 1,00 prisoners,
killed more than 150 of the encmy and had, itself, sustained more than
100 casudlties.

11
The weatler of X, Feb L5 remsined cold and, once again, a driving rain

drenched the positions of CT 218, Hlements of CT ZL7 began to relieve

the 3d Bn {CT 3L3) on the peninsula and the latter noved into the towm
of BOLT 3TD0AF. At 0800, the 53d Armd Inf Bn was relieved of attachment
to CT 318, its role in drawing fire from the bridgehead site was highly

cormended by CT Z9.

At 03800, the 1lst Br, vith Cos 4 and D leading, pushed I from the high
ground SE of BIuSDORF (HILL 80?) end advanced 300 yards to a point

1200 vards S& of BILSDORF (FILL 393?), Jjust short of HULITIENKCYPF HILL
(ML 3407). At this point strong enemy resistance was encountered from
enery positicns of the lst Bn, 91L5th VG legiment and tle 3524 Rerlacement
o

Bn plus attached units wlhich guarded the roads Z and W from thls vicinity.

As Co A embered the Woods in this vicinity, leavy enery machine-gun fire

pinned the company dovn. TSgh T.aszcask {(Co A) charged to within 30 yards

of one nachine gun and, after throwing o hand-grenades, captured toe

-9 -
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orew. Sgt Lee (Co A) volurtarily cravled through eneny morbar and art-
illery fire to an exposed positlon not 50 yards from enother machine—-gun
whieh was firing on the compaly fron the flank. Lee destroyed this posi-
tion with one round of rocket fire and then wenv forward to knock out an
eremy anti-tank gun vith another rocket. By this time, the company had

1 ost a number of its officers by the strong eremy defenses in the wools
and Lt Weireshauser (Co A) assumed cormand to lead tre remnants of the
company in a head-long assault into the erery positions in the woods. Sgt
“iilson (Co A), realizing the need for leadership, organized his men al-
though painfully wounded and led them forward behind Lt Weireshauser. Sgt

tost!s mortar platoon of Co A surprised an eneiy patrol in the dense area

of the wmoods and managed to establish contact with the comp after a
sharp fire-fight. The platoon was then ordered backk to the flank where

they received - to tlheir relief - the surrender of 35 of the eneny who

had lost their officer.

Co B spent a greater part of the days clearing pillboxes and enemy
strong-points around BIESDORF. Mumerous casuglties were sustained by
the company through the day. Co ¢ similarly had a number of casualties

am enaiy mortar Iire was received in their area S of BILSDORF.

The 2d Bn contimued to mop up enery resistance betwreen BIuSoORF and the
N banl: of the SAUZR RIVIR. The 3¢ Bn entered BOLLLIDCRF and cleared a
murer of the enemy from the vieinity during the day. During the night
of 11-172 Fcb L5, amrmmition, medical surplies and food had to be hand-
carried to elements in the battle area. Down on the river, boats con-

timied to capsize in the raging current.

<%
Gold rains swept the positions of CT 310 on 12 Feb 5. At 1130, the lst

Bn attacked I but, because of the heavy enery assault gun, mortar and

artillery fire from enery emplacenments in tie vicinity of UL IKOFF
- 10 -
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qriL, as wndble to make mich progress during the daye The battalion
consolidated its positions for the day after sushbaining a number of
casuslties. The 2d Bn, while clearing the vieinity of BILSDCIF S to
the ri v#er, established comtact with CT F19 in bthe vicinity of WALLENDO E.

At night, the 24 Bn consolidated its . psitions in and around BILSDORT.

N

The 3d Bn, in BOLIIDORF and Vi icinity, engaged in a few sharp fire-L{ights
writh enery hold-outs. Co K, supported by Co M, was attacked from the
flam: by the eremy. Sgt Veglia (Co 1) held off the enemy atack wntil his
arrunition was expended, then he brandished his empty weapon and effected
the surrender of the encry position. Sgt Joll (Co 1I) moved forward Loward
another enemy erplacemente. Throwing grenades, Sgt Joki killed 3, wounded

wME [ 4] A My Aariens

2 and capturcd Ly of the encmy. ,\T‘ze 3¢ Bn then moved back into BALLEND

and established outposts for the night.

Tn the fair weather of 13 Feb 45, CT 318 consolidated its positions on
ne high ground around BIESDORF and completed moyping up of enemy posi-
tions. Barly in the morning, the 3d Bn (CT 318) was relieved by elements
of CT 317 and, =t 0430, the battalion had moved N to go into positiorn,

behind the 1st Bn, on HILL 380. At 0900 the first bridge, a Class K¢)
portcon bridge, was completed by the engineers in the vicinity of DILL-

THGEN,

The 1lst Bn, at 1137, in position near HUSIDENKOFF HILL was rclieved by
the 3d Bn, and the former moved into reserve positions on IILL 380. The
2d Bn continued developing its positions around BIESDCRF. The 3d Bn, now
oceupying positions just short of HUBHIENKOYF ITLL, prepared to assadl?
the hille -Ab-1760,—the-battalioh—sent Go T Pormard-bitthe assovlbing
forces were.mct ¥ with a _devastating -fire from-snesy a‘:'trzfx‘ﬁer‘f” rortar and
S

direct Tire-venpons, Lostng = mber of its men, the r:Li'.Lc comp any with-

- 11 -



on 1l Fob L5 CT 36 held positions in BIESDORF and the high ground to
,\'\Wthe E and SE of the tovm. The weather remained fair and the terrain, ko
4

&‘-9", ‘\"’ altn.ourfh still wet and slippery, was begimning to dry out. The 1lst Bn

W"
M .
m “'L combimied in its positions on HILL 380 behind the 3c Bne The 24 Bn was

3 x”‘;
"//w’”

Lﬂ‘k'\v"‘vf’o sent Co I forward at 1700 to seize the hill. The assavlting forces met

in ard around BI:SDORF. The 3d Bn, in the a_proaches to MUZIBENKOL F HILL,

\‘.V' a devastating wall of enemy fire from artillery, rortar, and direct fire
weapons. Losing a number of men, the riflemen vrithdrew back into thelr
1ines. Little other activity occurred as CT 315 dug in for e night.

e s Eon S
At 0253, while the 1lst and 2d Dns contimed to occupy their former posi-

tions, the 34 Bn, with orders to talte HUZIIEHKCOFF HLL before daylight,
sent Co L forward to assault the hill. Co L (CO:Capt iiarshall) moved
through the total darkmess in a single file., A mile-long corrmnications
wrire maintained contact among the men who held on to the wire as the
unit moved thro-gh the dark. Successfully sliiping past the enany assault
guns, the company rcpomec reaciing its objective by 0800. Shortly after
ime the T (g @uthE Dreve, b PR R f

seizing tne 11, enemy units infiltrated and “eut{Co L 911" fronm the re-
EAT X515 AET F6 5 ETIIEIE) LFE ATAEI V7 LI CIONONED 6.0 6009 L EINI S0 GO VEEUEED 00 0800 4
meinder of the 3d Bn. At 1300, Co I sent a small patrol forward to contact
the encircled Co L. The »atrol of 10 men had to seek cover when enery fire
was directed upon them. Four of the men dove into an unoccuy vied but booby-
trapped foxhole and were wounded. The rerainder of Co I, supiorted by
tanlcs and tank destroyers attacked but were stopped by BXEY® severe enenyy
artillery fire from the pillboxes. The Company trithdrew until 1630 when

* it abtacked again and was again pimed dovn by ehemy machine-gun fire. The

assault company then vwithdrew and, this time, bypassed the enemy strong-

points to make contact with Co & wrere both companies dug in on the nill.

& - L2 -
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The situation continued without change through 16 Teb 45, The Regimental

Cr established its outpost in the woods of the SI.GFRI:D LINL.

During 17 Teb 15, the wezbher furned cloudy, wet and fog- which wmas not
dispersed by the rain - enveloped the positions of CF 313 and that of the
enemy., A ficld order was re ceived by the Regiment providing Dor the re-
suption of the abback to the 13 at 0600 the folloving day. Throuzhoud
the e riod, the 1st and 2d Bn renained in position on HILL 380 anc in
BILSO0RF, respecbively. The 3d Pr continued clearing the vicinity of

- . S

IURIIGATKOEF HILL and the general area S of KuUTCIl, In the past few

tank

o,

deys the battalion of CT 313 had, with the suprort ol Tanlks an
destroyers, destroyed a congiderable muber of eremy artillery pleces
and reduced inmmerable pillboxes of the STEGFATLD LINE. Camon Co was

in positions & of WALLIDORF by night fall.

On 15 Feb 115, at 0600, the 2d Bn jumped off throuzh the cold rain from
BTISDCIT to stback I to the high ground (HIL 3%3) Wi of KRUTCIILN, Cos
7 and @ moved into the attack and, in coing so, passed a well camouflaged
enerty position which opened fire on the rear of the assault companies.

Cpl. Schnorenberg (Co G) charged alone towerd the enemy rosition through

the eneny fire. Zmploying grenades and Tiring his rifle, he killed two
of the erermy, viounded four and captured ten. The assault corpanies yere

then able to seizc their objective by 0G00.

X

The 3d Bn, operating to the right of the 2d Bn, attacked abt 0600 from its

TR OO

positions SE of KRUTCHILL to seize the town against mederate resistance

. by 0230. From this point the 3d Bn, with a platoon of tanis and tank

"“, * DR TR S A L AL B m AR A TR £y L)
destef@vers in su port, attacked Loward HOLIIERDINGEN. The approaci to
o SRS b ] i

O 1TATIE (W75 mi N of KRUTCIHIEY) was over open, flat country and, at

the begimming of the atback, a heavy fog afforded excelkant concezlment

to the advencing infantry. oving through the dense fog, the 3d Bn moved
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to within 100 wards of the objective when the fog suddenly 1ifted. In
the open, without any visible concealment’ available, the assault forces
were battered by heavy fire from enemy smell arms, neavy weapons, mortar
and artillery fire covering the soubhern approaches to the towm. Unable
to enter the oubslkirts of the towm, from which heavy anti-tenk fire was
2
@ gy imewT oS T
now being delivered, the battered 3¢ Bn - its casualties mounting -~ with
drew S into KRUTCITIN and went into Regimental reserve positions in that

axrca.

The 1lst Bn, alerted, made preparations in its vicinily, to move into the
assault on DITERDINGEN. CT 318 spent the night developing its positions
and -reparaing for renewal of the assault to the N Co B 305 Hed Bn closec

in DEAUCRT during the night.

In the wee hours of 19 Feb L5, the lst En attacked N toward ICLETERDIHGEN.
rassing through the lines of the 3d En at XRUICRILH, the battalion moved
N to approach HOITIEAUINGLY from the rear and reached the outskirts of

the tovmn by 0200. By 0300 the town was seized. Cos A and C went into posi-

tion 17 (1 mi) of the tovm just S of AUF HASZLICH Soctimsorcetroircosam o

Bl and ILITTINGIH., Co B established a roadblock along the HO: AT G ER-

HUTTINGEN highway.
At 0L25, the 2d Bn attacked I from its positions around BIESDOORF to take

the high ground parallel to the positions of the 1lst Bn. Cos & ,nd ¥
developed the forward positions while Co G cleared the isol ated pockets
of enemy resistance formed by the advance from BILSIORF. Dy the close
of the veriod, the mission had been accomplished and Co G enetered the

tovm of HTL..

as battalion reserve. The 3d Bn, in reserve in

1, spent the dgy recrganizing and equipping in prejaration for

~

resuming the abback 1. Cannon Co entered BILSLORF, Co B 305 ed Bn was

ol
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Tn the cold rain of 20 Febd L5, CT cortinued its attack nortiward. The

| vicinity at 0h00 and moved I with Cos A

1st Bn departed HOIL. .l

and C abreast, supported by Co D, arnd Co B trailing in reserve. The

battalion advanced through the vicinity of HUSBAUL where Co B went inbo

reserve positions for the day in the mearby woods. The advance of the

T T

assavlt coranies then contimed 10 througl FREILINGIN toward Lo T IENDORF

and the high ground Si of the towm (L 369). While enroute, Cos & and

¢ cncountered strong enemy resistance from dug in eremy infantry supportec

N
¥

by SF guns but, by the close of the period had seized the high ground of

ITLL 369 where defensive positlons were developed for the night.

the left flank of the 1st Bn, also encouncer-

The 2d Bn, attacking N along

2} heavy eneny resistance and was foreed to close in positions Ce. 25 mi N

nn.

of HOMVERDINGEN behind the positions of the 1st Bn. The 3d Bn had moved

AT

VEOITEN bo HOMEAUIIGEN earlier and had then attacked M/ toward

P THOLD and the high sround in the vicimity of AUF HASSLICH (PIL 426).
CT 318 elements were now in positions which dominated the tovm of METTZN-
a key road center and the largest tovm in the area. The Cr of CT
218, followinzg the advance, closed in KaUTCimuli for the night.

iAV“‘ )
Tn the darkness of 71 Feb 115, ab 000L, the battalions of CT 3L. were de-

rloyed in a I to S line; the 1st Dn at the farthest N followed at 1000
vard intervels by the 2 and 3d Ins, in that order. At 0305 the 1lst Dn
attacked M8, its objective HASEICH HILL 26 N te tre long ridge dominat-

L AL TN T T
‘ 4

0RF from the W. FASSLICH HILL, savagely defended, was infiltra-

-he darkness and the battalion then continued I to the ridge vildch

™

vas secured by 0800. Co B, in reserve, went into position in FREIL INGLN.

The 2nd Bn vas passcd through by the 3d Dn which attacked N along the
Regimental left bypassing IETTINOORT to the W and advancing It to a point
just S of TLiDmiGnGiLiR and HUILAT IOLL (ML L0272 ). By 09h0, little

- 15 -
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ol been encountered and Co I dug in on HUMEAT HILL. Late
in the morning, ¢lements of the lst Bn reported a larie number of eneny

tanks and infantry to be withdrawing out of LIITTSNDORF to the L.

Tate in the evening tihe 2d Bn passed through the positions of the I In

writh the mission of advancing N to seize a bridge over the anZ IVER at
STHSFALT (2 i W of ITTINIORF) just M2 of NISDZRGECKLER. Having milled

abreast of the 3d In, the 2d In received a tank suprorted enery counter-

attack which vwras repulsed by our artillery fire. Attacking ebreast, tie

2d and 3d Bns encountered heavy opposition from clements of the 2d Fanzer

Grenadier Regiment, 2d Fanzer Grenadier Division which had recently

srrived from riUll and was being contacted by OT 313 for the First time.

The eremy emvlcoyed its tanks as mobile pillboxes amt the assault elerents
of the 2d and 3¢ Bns were only able to advance about a 1,000 yards in the

fierce cneny opposition. DBoth battalions consolidated their

face cof the

positions for the night. Cannon Co, having wmoved F from BIiSu0.F at 1345,
closed into vpositions in the vicinity of FREIL INGHH.

m

The veather broke clear and cool as CT 315 on 22 Feb L5 contimed to con-

-

solidate its defensive positions W of LUTT-NUORF (Lst Bn) and I to NIEDLR~

=TT

GICKLER and SIiS:ALT on the W bank of the ZHZ IVER (24 and 3¢ Bns). In

the early morning hours Cos A ambdExattacked through the two main draws

leading SV out of IFITEEDOIF. lioving inbo the draw, the company encounter-
-wn “Wage 3¢€) Metdaoe .y
ed Ieavy enerny flro which delayed the lead ;latoon. Lt Santiago (Co A),

not desirins to expose his men to the severe direct enemy fire, undertook
the hazardous duty of securing armored vehicles to aid the atback. Ik

dashed across the fire-swept open field omrly to be severely wounded in

the leg. Bnroute to the rear on an evacuation jeep, Lt Santiago died. Fvi

Berkowritz (Co A), having assumed command of a machine-gun when the gunner

had been wounded, remained in position on the forward slope of a hill

- 16 -



eiving supporting fire to his company from a exposed position wtil he
was wounded by enamy fire. Sgt Anderson (Co A) comtinually exposed him-
sclf to the enmemy fire in an effort to move his ylatoon, composed mairnly
of new reinforcenents, forward toward the objective. Realizing experienc-
ed leaders were needed, an "instant on-tlu -job" training was begun as Sgt
Anderson led a selected group of the men in an assault on a well fortifiec
enery position and captured nine of the eneny. Throughoub the day, Szt
Anderson noved through the heavy fire positioning his men anc leading
then forward., By nightfall, th draws were cleared of the enemy and Co
A outposted the high ground betueen them for the night. The remainder of
the battrlion combimied to occupy bheir former positions on MsITENDORF
AI0GE.

1 348
T 3 B H Lo /’}al}(_k' )CL 1 1T ST AT YT YT A Rt : 1
Durinz tihe day the 2d Bn attacked I up HATZRY CREln VALLZEY, but tle enemy

ranzcr units conbimued to rierccly defend the area. Labe in the day, both
bottalions were withdrarm 1000 yards S of the severely conte sted ground
to make way for the US Lth Armored Division passing across tie Regimental
front. The armored unit was assigned the mission of establishing a bridge-
head across the LNZ AIVER. vhile awaiting the resulis of the advance of
the lLth Armored Division, the 2d and 3 Bns turned tc dlearing the last
clements of cnemy recistance from their vicinity. Isolated enemy pockets
were eliminated slons the route of advance. Bgh lonahan {Co ), as his
company encountered intensive enemy fire, dashed 300 yards across the

terrain and tihen cravled to within 75 yards of the enery. At this point

wped te his feet and, firing his rifle, charzed the ereny position.

e
B
.

In the melee, with rifle fire and grenades, S5zt lionahan killed a number
L B ]

of tre enemy and captured 20, including one officer. tositions were then

dur in for the night of 22-23 Feb 5.

Urdor fair skics of 23 Feb h5, CT 31J contimued in its irevious posibtions

-17 -



as the Lth ! ~od Division overcane cnery resistance at the GLICILINGER-

e

MILuGeCRLEL crossroads and the Ll

'

SO0 HF-0BERGLCIL B Junction. The
armor seized the vicimity of I IaDLuGuALER and the bridge over the ZlZ
T 4

®IV. was talzen intact. The lst En remeined in position I of il

the 2d On and 3& Bn S of WIGUERGECKLEL and 600 yards I of LAHR.

On 24 Feb L5, the weather became warm, the skies cleared and visability
was good. The 1st Bn, leavinz Co C in position NW of ILITUNDORF, was re-
lieved by CT 37 armd moved SW to the aseerbly area of HUTIINGI where it

was Jjoined by Co C (CO:Lt Browm) late in the afternoen. The 2d and 3¢ Dns

were ensaced nost of the day in clearing a1l romininz enemy from the
5 J & E

HIITIIO0RP dlong the W bank of the HNZ ({IVER.

area betreen SINSELT and T

Cannon Co joined the legimental Cb and Co B 305 Hed Bn in HUTTINGIN by
1200. By nichtfall, with Co H to the W in LAHR with the battalion COF, the
o (] 3 3

S

2d Tn had establiched Cos B, F and G on outposts from LAIN & to the L2

RIVEA above [LITUHICAS. The 3d Bn engtered positions I of LAIR to a

point IE

~

During the e.rly morning howrs oX

n
AVAN

Feb Ij5, CT 317 entered LITOORF
and began clearins the enery from the northern portion of the Town. Later
in the day, C1 Zl/was relieved by the 24 Bn of CI 313. The 1st Bn (CO
Capr Faribault) moved from UITIHGN late in the evening to relieve tle
30 Bn {CI' 213) in positions W0 of 1LITuNDOHP. The 3d Bn, in turn, relievec
the 2d Bn (CT 218) in ¥EUTENDORF and the Latter moved to the viecinity of

HLL 331 I of LAMR as Regimental reserve.

Throughout the remainder of the monbth CT 313 held its positions. dhile
the nen showered, trained and relaxed, the Hegiment made prepabations for

tal

moverent to the Z. lewly arrived reinforcements were distributed among

s . . . = Yo
the derleted battalions. The weather, except for the rain of 27 ‘eb 45,
continued fair and warm. For the month of Iebruary, 1 95, CT Z6 had

oo

talen a total o0x 1,120 Liranoners. _ o _
3 & 4
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