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1. This is the third of a series of pamphlets which wiil be issued
by this headguurters to summarize coperations on the western front during
tre period & June 1944 - G May 1945,

2. The malerial herein is written from the Amy point of view.
Details should be added by corps, divisions and sepsrate units to provide a
review of historic accomplishments fer use dwring the special six~week
infermation and orientation program now under way.

3. These summaries will not be reproduced for further dissemination,
nor be malled from this Theatre.
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SECRET
THE BASTOGNE ~ SYT. VITH CAMPAIGN
19 DECEMBER 1944 TO 28 JANUARY 1945

The aRURMIES operation was the heaviest, most concentrated and blocdiest
of all those in the Zuropean .ar. loughly, so far as Third US Army was con-
cerned it was broken down inte 5 phases which include: (1) the reorganization
mnd shift to the north, (2} the relief of BASTOGNE and protection of the TUSE
niver Line, (3) the drive to FOUFFALIZT and junction with Allied Armies, (4)
the attack toward 857 VITY and seizure of positions slong the UL and SAUER
divers, and finglly (5) the prolongation of the attack to originally held
positions and into ST GFRIED line fortifications.

The whole operation grew from an attennt by the enexy to launch an aitack
in Army Oroup size with the nurnose of throwing the Allisd time table sut of
order, separating the American forces, and possibly breaking inte France to
cut of{ or interfere with, Allied suprlies. That the oreraticon failed was due
to the harnmony betwveen Allied 4drmies under one centralized command, amd to the
utmost efforts of the First and Third U8 Armies and the Dritish Fecond army.

Third 'S Armyt's offensive along the 5441 Hiver apgainst the SIPGFIIND Line
was progressing well during the middle of “ecember, and a large sustained
attack had been planned in that zone when the Germans launched thelr heavy
counter offensive in the First UF Army zone, late on 16 December,

By 17 Zecember the enemy had broken through First US Army lines on a 30
mile front, and had penetrated LD miles. Twelfth US Aruy Group in the city of
s WG was separated from the majority of First US Army units by the enemy
salient. Accordingly, First US Army was assigned to 2lst Amy Group [Britishj,

Penetrations were made inte the VIII Corps zone which then consisted of
the 4th, 28th and 106th Infantry Divisions and the 9th Armcred Divisien and in
the Y9¥th Imfantry Division zone of the V Corps. This penetration of approximately
40 miles in depth and 30 miles in widbth was made along the ST VITH - 5T HURERT
axis, with the flanks anchored in the south on ECHETERNACH and ET.IEBRUCK, and in
the north on MONSCHAU, MAIMEDY and STAVELOT,

To c¢ombat the affects of the breakthrough and to take away the impetus of
the enemy drive, the Supreme Comsander of the Allied Forces on the Western
Front through the Commanding General, Twelfth US Army Group ordered the Command=-
ing General, Third U3 Armmy to assume command of all-available forces south of
the enemy breakthrough, which could be regrouped and committed, and to attack
north to drive, cut off and destroy the enemy that penetrated the First US Ary
zone, This included the forces of the VIII Corps (First US Army) with all
elements that were then able to be committed,

Third US Army immediately began shifting its forces to the north, leaving
only protecting forces behind to cover its present Zone., Amy units of all
types shifted their zone of action to the north - and Third U3 Army prepared to
enter into the ARDINNES campaign.,
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A series of fragmentary orders were sent by Third US Army on 17 and 18
December to the various corps. They ordered XII Corps to pass control of its
zone to Seventh US Army, to pass the 80th Infantry Division and 4th Amored
Division to III Corps, to pass control of the 87th Infantry Division to Seventh
US Army, to assume control of the 5th Infantry Division, and finally, following
its relief by Seventh US Army to move to the vicinity of IUXEMBOURG. Fragmentary
orders to III Corps provided that the Corps would give up its zone to XX Corps,
would pass control of the 6th Armored Division and Task Force FICKETT (éth
Cavalry Group) to XX Corps, and would move the 26th Infantry Division and III
Corps Headquarters to ARICN in BELGIUM to operate on the south flank of the
enemy salient. XX Corps was ordered to assume control of the é6th Armored Divi-
sion and Task Force FICKETT, and to relieve the 5th Infantry Division in the
SAARLAUTERN bridgehead, so that it could be employed in IUXELBOURG.

Immediately, major units began moving north, the entire switch of Third
US Army to its new northern zone being a well planned, excellently executed
example of tactical speed in troop movements. The III Corps moved its elements
north of ARLON, while XII Corps moved to LUXELBOURG, and the XX Corps held the
lover zone after an adjustment of the Sixth - Twelfth US Army Group boundary
moved the zone of the Seventh US Army north to take over part of the former
Third US Army Zone.

On 20 December the Army Commander issued'a directive to the four corps
(including VIII Corps), giving the major Army mission of attacking north from
the ILUXTNBOURG - ARION area to destroy the enemy on its north while being pre-
pared to change direction of advance to the northeast. III Corps (26th and
80th Infantry Divisions, 4th Armored Division) was to attack north in zone in
direction of ST VIT! while keeping contact with XII Corps on its east flank
and VIII Corps on its west. XII Corps (4th, 5th Infantry Divisions, 10th
Armored Division (less Combat Command "B'"), plus Combat Command "A", Gth Armored
Division), and 2d Cavalry Group) was ordered to hold the west bank of the
I’OSELLE River in zone, and to attack upon Army order, initially north on the
right of III Corps while pushing patrols to the east and northeast to determine
location of crossings of the SAUZR and OUR Rivers, and the strength of the
enemy in the ICHTS2INACY area, It was further ordered to protect the right
(east) flank of Third US Army, to maintain contact with the III and XX Corps
and to be prepared to change direction of attack to the northeast. VIII Corps
{101s% Airborne Division, 28th Infantry Division and 9th Armored Division less
Cosbat Command "A", plus Combat Command "3", 10th Armored Division) was to
regroup its forces, and prepare for an attack to the north while defending its
zone. XX Corps (90th and 95th Infantry Divisions, 6th Armored Division, 3d
and 6th Cavalry Groups) was to defend its SAARLAUTERN bridpgehead, passing the
lower part of its zone to Seventh US Army, while maintaining contact with XII
Corps on the north and Seventh US Amy on the south.

The first attack into the enemy salient was made in the morning of 22
December by III Corps, with the 4th Amored Division, the 26th and 80th Infantry
Divisions making substantial gains. The original advance headed for BASTOGHE
where the 10lst Airborne Division and attached units was completely surrounded
by the enemy. III Corps was deployed with the 4th Amored Nivision on ips' )
west flank, 26th Infantry Division in the center and the 80th Infantry Division
on the east flank. In 2 days such substantial advences were made that the
Lth Armored Division reached a point 6 niles due south of BASTOGNE, and the
26th Infantry Division reached a point 10 miles southeast of the city. Then
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the enermy resictonce stiffencd, and the Corps made steady zains toward BASTIXEE
for the next 2 days, which culminated in a juncture of the Ath Armored Division
and the 10lst Airborne Division on 26 Jecember at A35TNJIS Z miles south of
BATTIONE .

The suceessful drive by the 4th Armered Jivision to contact and liberate
the 101lst Airvorne Jivision around DBATTICT was due not only to the powerful
attack of the Division and tre supporting attack of the 26th and #Cth Infantry
Myisions, but also su-reort furnished by VIIT Corps on its west, which took
mressure from its flanks during the late stares of the attack.

XII Zorrs opened its attack into the enemy salient in & zone east of the
ITI Corys on-23 December, when the A4th, and 5th Infentry DJivisions ard the

.

10th Armored Division with Combat Command A", Yth Armored Ddivision attached,
made Zocol pains to the north agesinet heavy resistance. This advance continued
steadily with gains of 1 or 2 miles per day for the following 3 days. On 25
December the 35th Infantry Division moved from LM77 and sssumed positions on
the front line.

The VIII Corre, then consisting of the Lth, 28th and 106th Infantcy Divi-
sions, the Tth and %th sArmored Divisions and the 10lst Adirbeorne Division, was
badly mauwled by the enemy in the breakthrough., On 18 December the 10Lh Armored
Jivision, the first Division of Third US Army to swing to the north, reinforced
the L0lst dirborrne Divigion around BASTOGE with its Conbat Jopmmardd "n®, That
combat comnand was trapped soon Lthereafter with the 1Clst Adrborne Division
ond the attached Heserve Combat Command of 9th aArmored Division when the enemy
completely surrounded the eity.

Hr 19 December the 106th Infantry Division had lost Z regiments, and the
third had been driven north of the eremy salient, the 1l0lst Airborne Division
was completely surrcunded at DATTOGNE, the Tth Armored Division was on the
north flank of the enemy salient, the 28th Infantry Division was split up with
its 10%9th Infantry attached to the 9th Armored Division, and the 9th Amored
Lvision was geparated into three sepsraie parts, one of which was foreced to
the north of tne snemy bulre, and attached to ZVITII Airborme Corps, another
wos at RASTINGNZ with the 10Ist Airborne Division, and the third (Combat Command
A1) vas on the scuthern part of the salient with 10%h Infantry (28Lh Infantry
Division) attached,

Third US Army tock over the task of attacking to the north from the area
U OO - 4307 ta destroy the enemy on ite front while prepared to change
direction to the northeast to seize crossings of the BHINE River, a mission
rreseribad by the operational directive issued Z0 December, It passed cantrol
of the Lth Infantry Division from VIII Corps to XII Corps, and gave the remainder
of the VIII Corps the mission of regrouping forces orepared to attack to the
north, maintaining contact with II1 Corps and continuing defense of zone. Thus,
the line-up of VIII Corps, following the reshuffling of units, included

elements of the 28th Infantry Division, 10lst Airborne DMvision with attached
Sombat Copmand 8" 10th Armored DMvision and Zeserve Combat Conmand 9th Armored
Mvision (then isolated in BASTOGNE) and remaining elements of Sth Armored

i)ivi Si{)n-

[dad
&3}

CRET


http:J...L.Vl

SECRET

During the period 21 - 25 December VIII Corps defended BASTOGNE with the
101st Airborne Division and its attached armored elements while the remainder
of the Corps was gradually pushed back from SIBRET, 5 miles southwest of
BASTOGNE to NEUFCHATEAU about 15 miles southwest of BASTOGNE. ILiaison between
the 28th Infantry Division and the A4th Armored Division (III Corps) was estab-
lished 25 December, and from that time on the situation improved. The following
day, 26 December, other elements of the 4th Armored Division contacted elements
of the 10lst Airborne Division at ASSENCIS, 2 miles south of BASTOGNE, finally
effecting solid contact between all elements of Third US Army on the southern
perimeter of the enemy salient, This contact furnished a great uplift in
morale of Army troops who could see the ultimate success ahead. The enemy did
all in his power to capture DASTCGNT, but by determination and spirit of Third US
Army troops he was held off.

Far to the south the XX Corps held a good part of the former Third U3 Army
zone. A change in the Third - Seventh US Army boundary moved the boundary
north to give Seventh US Army control of the former XII Corps zone. XX Corps
assumed control of the former III Corps area in addition to its own. It assumed
control of the 6th Armored Jivision and the 6th Cavalry Group, released the
5th Infantry Division to XII Corps and retained the 90th and 95th Infantry
Jivision, On 20 Deceriber the Corps was ordered to release the 6th Cavalry
Group to III Corps, to protect the south flank of Third US Armiy while maintain-
ing contact with Seventh US Army on %he south and XIT1 Corps on the north,
defend the SasAlAUTCRN bridgehead and other positions on its front. The
DIL INGEN and ENSDORF bridgeheads were abandoned and forces occupying them
were removed to the west bank of the SAAR River; elsewhere all positions were
waintained. On 23 December the 6th Armored Division gave up its zone to the
103d Infantry Division (Seventh US Army) and proceeded to :ETZ for refilting.
Then, on 26 December the 6th Armored Division moved to XII Corps while the
10th Armored Division moved to XX Corps zone from XII Corns to refit at [ETZ.

On 26 Decenber the Amy Colmnander issued orders to the four corps, These
orders called upon III Corps to pass control of the 80th Infantry Division to
{11 Corps, to assume control nf Combat Command "A"™, Gth Ammored Division, retcin
control of the 318th Infantry (80th Infentry Division), and to assuae control of
the 35th Infantry Division., II Corps was ordercd to pass control of the 35th
Infantry Division and 10th Armored Diviecion to IIT and XY Corrs respectively, to
assume control of the &6th Armored Division, and to move Combat Command "A", 9th
Armored Division to IIT Corps. The XX Corps was to move .the 35th Infantry
Division to III Corps area, and to pass control of the 6th Armored Division to
ZI1 Corps. The VIIT Corrs was given the important mission of protecting the
1ZUSE River line south of GIVET with its 11th Armored Division which had closed
in the Corrs area after a forced merch from the docks at IT [IAVR, and to employ
the 17th Airborne DJivision for this purpose upon its arrivael, relieving the 1lth
Armored Division to SUAEF control at that time. This further exchange of units
was designed to give the iArmy the strongest possible striking force into the
enemy bulge, while assuring protection against a possible determined enemy
effort to break out of the ADTINES area across the [EUSE River toward “ZDAN,

SECRET




SECRTE

=

Following the establishment of contact with the units at BASTOGHE, &
ceneral offensive was placed under way by the III, VIII and XII Corps. The
VIII Corps on the west atiempted to push in the western extremity of the bulge,
while the ITI Corps exerted pressure on the south toward HOUFR,LIZLE and 5T
VITH, and the XII Corps patrolled along the eastern border of LIXENBOURG pre-
rared to pivot to the north toward ST VITH, or strike east into Jermarny across
the LOSEIIF, O and SAUER Mvers and through the FIEGFRIED Iine. The two
major obiectives of (1) seizing HOUFFALTYE and continuing the attack northeast
tocard ST YITH, and (2) crossing the SAUTR River in the vicinity of ECHTRRNACH
to drive up the P30 Valleyr in the direction of BONY, were given Third US Army
on 28 December. At the same time units were further shuffled, w ith the 6Lh
Armored Division passing from XIT to IIT Corps, the 4Lth Armeored Division &nd
31080 Infantry (80th Infantry Mvision) from IIT to AII Corps, and Combatb
Conunand "A", 9th srmored Divislon, passing from III to VIIY Corps., Py this
order the 20th Infantry Division and 9th Armored Division were arsain given
their detlached elements. IIT Corps' major mission was to he nrepared to attack
northeast toward £7 ¥ITY, VIIT Corps was ordered to continue the mission of
nrotecting the "TUST Hver line while attocking northeast to seize high ground
around HUFFALIZE, XIT Corps was ordered to maintain conlnet with ITI Corps
while being prepared to cross the SAUER ver in vieinity of ZCUTEWNACH, and
drive toward B7INL. X Corps was ordered to protect its southern zone, while
being orepared to attaek northeast to clear the snemy from the area between
the 'CFRILT and SALR Hivers,

I1TI Sorps advanced elowly northward, fighting against very strong forces
during the vreriod 2& Iecember ~ 14 January. The corridor leading to BASTOONE
was gradvally widened and highway communicaticn was firmly reestsblished.
From 26 December $ill 8 Janusry, the 4th Ammored Division was busy around
BaSTOGNL, fighting with the 1Glst Alrborne Jivision in protecting the city
vwhich was still endangered by repeated enemy counterattacks. Some ground
gast and north of the c¢lity was captured by the 4th Amored Division which was
perhaps as instrumental in saving the eity from being again eut off, as it had
Leen in establishing contact between units in the city and other Third US Arsy
units to the south,

The 26th and 35th Infantry Divisions and 6th Amored Mvision gained
ground nortn and east of BASTOGIL, whiie repulsing heavy counterattacks.
ovhere vas there any semblance of breaking through the enemy positions, but
sach day there were gains of 1 and 2 miles, On 4 January the I1I Corps was
ordered by the Armmy Comnander to continue its attack northesst in the direction
of 5T VITH and of maintaining contact with First US Army on the north. IITREROIS
was taken on 5 January, and HARIANGE on 10 January. The 90th Infantry Diviesion
was attached to the Corps on B January at which time the Lih Armored Division
was passed to VIII Corps. On 13 January the 26th, 35th and 90th Infartry Zivi-
sions employed a pincer movement on the town of LRAS, thereby c¢reating a pogket
of trapped enemy troops which were reduced and taken by the 286th Infaptry DHvi-
sion and Task Force FICKETT (6th Cavalry Group). Following this movement the
6th Cavalry Group and the 35th Infantry Division Loth went into Corps reserve
on 1L January.

VIII Corps was deployed on 26 December with the 10lst Airborne Division
and its attached armored units around BASTOCNE, the 28th Infantry Division
protecting NEUFOUATEAU while the 17th Alrborne Division was moving up to assume
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positions, and the 1lth Armored Division was moving back to SHAEF Reserve.

The 9th Armored Division was in reserve west of ARICN. The Corps received
orcers on 28 December to continue its defense of the LEUST River, seize the
nish grournd in the vicinity of HOUFFALIZE in order to control the roads leading
from the town, and to protect the left (northeast) flank of Third US Arzy.

The &7th Infantry Division closed in Corps area on 29 December, while the 1lth
Armored Divisicn moved up into position following release from SHAFF Reserve,
These two divisions launched an attack on 30 December whnich proceeded well
during the next three days, with advances cf up to & miles being made. Then,

on 3 January the 17th Airborne Division relieved the 1lth Armored Division which
went into assembly area, the 28th Infantry Division assumed control of the !TU®E
“iver line, and the 1Clst Airborne Division and €7th Infantr- Division continued
their missions., =

On 4 January, substantially the same orders as those of 28 December were
siven to the various coros, with the additional order of preparing to attack
northeast in the direction of ST VITH. Small gains were made by the &€7th
Infentry Division s:i:id the 17th Airborne Division west of TZASTORE during the
reriod L - € Jamuary on which date the Ath Armored Division was attached to
7IIT Corps from IIT Corpes, and orders vere given to continue the attack on
AT RALIZE,  DBily gains of 1 to 2 miles vere reported by the 17th Airborne
JAvision and the 4th Armmorec Divieion from € to 12 January. Then, the 1lth
Armored Division and the 17th and 10lst Airborne Divisions speeded up their
attacks to the east, goining 2 to 3 miles per day. This attack continued to
the outskirts of HOUFFALIZZ, where, on 16 January contact was established with
Piret US Army. On 14 January, the 87th Infantry Division contacted the British
51lst Infantry Division on the western tip of the enemy szlient., At this time
the enemy threat wac considerably reduced witn elemente of all three Armies in
contact, and driving towzrd the east,

Cn 26 DJecerber LII Corps wmas ordered to release the 35th Infantry Division
and Combat Command "i'", Gth Amored Division, to III Corps, the 10th Armored
Division to XX Corps, and to assume control of the 6th Armored Division. The
line~up of major elements within the Corps then included the 4th, 5th and 80th
Infantry Divisions, 6th Armored Division and 6th Cavalry Group. The orders of
25 December gave the Corps the mission of being prepared to cross the SAUZR
River in vicinity of ECHTEINACH to drive up the PRUL Valley in the direction
of BONN.

l4inor advances were made by all divisions in the next few days to the
I (OSELIE, SAUER and SURE Rivers in zone. 3By 2 January the verious divisions
had reached the river line and were prepared to continue their attack. Bridge-
heads across the SURE River vere secured on 5 January by the 80th Infantry
Division with limited attacks continuing in the bridgehead areas for the next
three days. For the remainder of the period to 16 January there was no change
in the Corps situaticn. Units patrolled aggressively, repelled several small
counterattacks and awaited the Army order to continue their attack toward FRUM.

XX Corps was directed in the orders of 26 December to nass control of the
6th Armored Division to XII Corps, pass control of the 35th Infantry Division
to IIT Corps, ard to assume control of the 10th Armored Division from XII Corps.
Then, on 28 December it was ordered to be prepared to clear the area between the
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KOSHIIE and SAAR Jivers on Army order. It consisted, folioving the reshuflling
of units, of the 90th and 95th Infantry Jvisions and 10th Armored Tivision.

At no time did large scale action oceur in XY Corps zone. The SAJRLAUTIRN
bridgehead was maintained, and limited objective attacks were carried out in
the bridagehead as well as in the TETTINCTY -~ SIVZ area. o appreciable gains
were made, but a considerable number of enemy troops were held zlong the lorps
front, thereby reducing the enery strength that could be employed in the fronts
of other corps,.

From 15 January t3l1 28 January the III Corps continued its push to the
northeast, It consisted on 15 January of the 246th and GCth Infantry Divisions
and the éth Armored Jvision on the line with the 35th Irndzantry Division in
Corps reserve, Initially the drive was practically due north, but it pivoted
as though on & hinge, so that 2t the end of the period the direction of the
drive wzs due east,

mily advances of from 1 to 2 miles were made by the 90th Infantry Division
and & Aymored Tdvision on the Corps left flank. On 18 January the 35th Infartry
Division departed from corps zone en route to the LETZ area for training. On
the following day III Corps was ordered toseize high ground southeast of ST VITH
vhile prepared to continue the attack to the northeast, JILTZ on the porth bank
of the VILTZ River was cleared on 22 January, and CIERVAUX was captured by the
26th Infantry Division on 25 January. By 28 January positions on the high
zround scutheast of ST VITH between the CLERF and R Rivers were sscured,

VIII Corps, consisting of the 17th and 10let Airborne Divisions, 6th and
11th Armored Divisions continued to drive eastward in the direction of ST VITH
ag the second half of January got under way, On 17 Janmary, Third US Amy was
freed of the responsibility for the defense of the 1EUSE River line, and the
Army Comnander in turn relieved VIII Corps of the miesion, On 18 January the
P6th Infantry Division was assigned to the Corps, but did not clese in Corps
zone till 23 January. The 1Clst Airborne Divieion initiated movement to Seventh
US Army zore an 19 January following ¢hanpe in assignment., (8ins were limited
from 16 to 21 January, at which time the effort was expanded with daily advances
of from 1 to 3 miles recorded,

By 22 January leading elements of the 17i{h Airborre Division were 9 miles
southwest of ST VITYH. The 74th Infantry Division did not see action with VIII
Corns, inasmuch as it was released to XII Corps on 25 January while still
uncommitted by VIII Sorps, and the SOth Infantry Division passed to VIII Corps
on 26 January, at which time leading elements of the 17th Airborne Division
were 55 miles from ST VITH,

Cn 23 January ST VITH was taken by 7th drmored Division (First US Army)
which attacked from the north, Lovement on 24 February was begun by the 1llth
Armored [Avision to Corps reserve, Following 8 change in the inter-Army boundary
the &7th Infantry Division relieved the 17th Airborne Division on the line and
some elements of the 87th Infantry Division moved to ST VITH to tske over defense
of that area from First US Army, while the 4th Infantry ivislon passed to Corps
contrel,

- -
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On 28 January when this Campaign ended the 4th Infantry Division relieved
the 87th Infantry Division following an adjustment in VIII - XII Corps boundary,
the 87th Infantry Division mcved to the ST VITH area, and the 90th Infantry
Division was clearing a zone to the OUR River. To the rear, the 17th Airborne
Division and the 1llth Armored Division were in reserve,

XII Corps consisted of the 4th, 5th, 80th and 87th Infantry Divisions and
the 2d Cavalry Group on 17 January. A coordinated attack across the SURE River
by the 4th and 5th Infantry Divisions was launched on that date. The 80th
Infantry Division joined in the attack on 18 January. DIEKIRCH was taken by
the 5th Infantry Division on 18 January. On 19 January the Corps was directed
to attack north on the axis DIEKIRCH - ST VITH to destroy enemy on its front,
while clearing the enemy west of the LIOSELIE and' SAUER Rivers. From 17 January
till 24 January the various corps units advanced between 8 and 12 miles, securing
positions along the SAUER and CUR Rivers.

On 26 January the 76th Infantry Division closed in Corps zone, while the
87th Infantry Division passed to control of VIII Corps. The 4th Infantry Division
also passed to VIII Corps on 27 January.

At the end of the Campaign the XII Corps was clearing its zone to the CUR
fiver while patrolling vigorously.

L Corps was unchanged throughout the entire Campaign. There was continuous
action in the SAARIAUTERN bridgehead and in the SINZ -~ TETTINGEN area, but it
was on a small scale. The 94th Infantry Division was occupied in the latter
region, making numerous small attacks, and repulsing numerous counterattacks,

In the SAARIAUTERN bridgehead the 95th Infantry Division on several occasions
made local gainse The 95th Infantry Division was relieved in place by the 26th
Infantry Division on 28 January. Then, the 95th Infantry Division moved north
to VIII Corps zone.

All through the Campaign III, XII and VIII Corps faced determined and
heavy resistance. It was largely due to the extreme power exerted on the enemy
salient from the south that the enemy operation ended in failure. Although
contact was established with the surrounded forces in BATORE early in the
operation the issue remained partially in doubt till the middle of January
when contact with the British and with First US Army was made on successive
days. From that point on, there was steady gains, and the enemy, his penetrat-
ing power gone, was forced to give ground and to retreat into his SIEGFRIZD Line
emplacements. By 28 January all positions held by First US Army at the time of
the breakthrough had been regained, and Third US Army was ready to begin its
major assault of the SIZGFRIED Iine, and to strike toward tne RNINE River.

YIX Tactical Air Command contributed a great deal throughout the entire
operation. The Luftwaffe rose in greater strengths than during previous months
in the all out attempt to exploit the German breakthrough, but it was unable
to stop cur fighter bombers from inflicting a heavy toll on enemy ground
instzllations and transportation. For the most part, enemy planes avoided
combat with the fighter bombers and their effect against our ground troops and
motor vehicles was largely held to a minimum by effective anti-aircraft and
azrressive air action, anti-airecraft having accounted for 115 planes destroyed

and 42 probably destroyed.
-8 -
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Claims of ZIX Tactical Air Comnund during the period included:

MMesions aaL
Sorties G,582
Bomb Tons 2,167

TARCETS (Destroyed or Demaged)
Yotor Vehicles 74420
Bailroad Iines Cut 360
Railroad Cars 4,161
Iocomotives 128
Factory Buildings 658

losses of Third US Army were high during the ARIEINES Campaisn with 4,248
killed, 20,303 wsunded and 5,319 miesing - the greatest losses suffered during
any major operation, During the same period, however, 23,218 prisoners of war
were teken by the Army and the enemy suffered the loss of 32,000 killed and
83,600 wounded on the south flank of the enemy salient. During the operation
Third US Army captured 2,935 scuare miles of territory.

This Campaign broke the back of the German Army in the west, and opened

the way to the rapid advances of coming months, and eventually to the end of
the war in Burope,
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THE EIFEL TO THE RHINE AND THE CAPTURE OF TRIER

£9 JANUARY TO 12 MARGH 1940

By 29 January units of the First and Third US Armies had regained all
territory that had been seized by the enemy in his December breakthrough.
Some units of the Third US Army were fighting against SIEGFRIED Line positions,
and were endeavoring to achieve a complete penetration of the Line. A badly
disorganized enemy was preeling in the {ront of Third US Arsy which continued
its remorseless march to the east.

As the Campaign began Third US Aray was lined up on a north-south front
with ite VIII Corps {4th, &7th, S0th, 95th Infantry Divisions, 1lth Armored
Division) on the north, then the TII Corps {5th, 76th, 80th Infantry Divisions,
Lth Atmored Mivision) and, on the south, the XX Corps (26th, 94th Infantry
Divisions). The main effort was beinz made in VIIT Corps zone where an attack
wars conducted toward DU, a communications center deep inside SITAFRIED Lines,
Tlsewkere in zorne, positions were maintained while aggressive patrolling continued,

In order from north to scuth the 87th, 4th and $0th Infantry Divisions of
VIII Corps attacked toward PR in the early part of the campsign, the 95th
Infantry Division and 1llth Armored Division being in reserve, however, the
¢5th  Infantry Givision was ordered to move to Ninth US Ammy on ? February
1645, BIZIALR (P96E3) was taken by the 4th Infantry Division on 1 February
vhile NG wae cleared by the 87th Infantry Division on 2 Pebruary. The Corps
was ordered on 3 Tebruary Lo seize MUY while maintaining contact with First
US Army on ite north. Positions of the GCth Infantry Division were taken over
on 5 February by the 11lth Amored DMvislon, with the Q0th Infantry Division
then movins to a new zone farther north. Very hesvy fighting continued during
the next few days as pillboxes were reduced in the fight through the SIEGFRIED
Line, &g an exanple of tie bitterly contested driwve toward PR, the $0th
Infantry dvision peduged 153 epemy plllboxes in one day, § February.

Orders for the maintenance of an agoressive defense were given Twelfth US
Army Group by SHAEF on 7 Februnary, but an exception was made for Third US Army
which was told to make probing attacks and single corps atltacks toward critical
ocjectives., Thus, the attack toward FRUM continued, while elsewhere in zone
the army went on an aggressive deflense which was intended to hold the enemy on
the Army front, and to prevent the redeployment of units then on the Third U$
Army front which mipght tend to slow the combined Eritish - Ninth US Army attack
toward the IHINTG Hiver,

The 224 Infantry (4th Infantry Division) entered FRUN on 11 February, the
city being cleared by elements of 4th Infantry Jivision the following day. At
that time the 87th Infantry [Mvision was due north of FRUL and the $0th Infantry
Mvision was south of the city., VIII Corps, after securing its objective, went
on the aggressive defense.
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III Corps (17th Airborne Division, 6th Armored Division) patrolled aggress-
ively during the early vart of the operation. Limited objective attacks were
made on 5 and 7 February. On 11 February, the Corps was relieved from Third
US Amy, passing to control of First US army, at which time the 17th Airborne
Division also went to First US Armmy control, the 6th Amored Division passing
to control of VIII Corps. Buring the operation from 29 January to 11 Rebruary
11T Corps captured a total of 12 square miles.
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XX Corps operated initially with the 26th and 94th Infantry Divisions
which defended aggressively on an extended front from south of SAARTAUTERN to
the NENMIG -~ TETTINGEN area. The 10th Armored Division passed to Corps control
from Seventh US Army on 11 February, and remained in the vicinity of ETZ till
18 February, After this, the 10th Armored Division moved up to the front, and
on 19-February it attacked jointly with the 94th Infantry Division from the
MMM IG - TETTINGEN area to clear the triangle of land formed by the SAAR and
JOSELLE Rivers. This attack proceeded well during the next 4 days, with the
entire triangle of land being cleared. Firm bridgeheads over the SAAR River
were establiched and expanded by both the 94th Infantry Division and 10th
Aymored Division. Then, on 26 February the 10th Armored Division struck north
toward TRIER. The 94th Infantry Division followed closely mopping up en route,
TRIER, a city of 70,000 was cleared on 2 March at which time the 10th Armored
Division attacked to the east, securing positions on the north bank of the
L'OSTLLE River., During the next few days, XII Corps elements made their historie
dash to the RHINE River, with XX Corps elements being pinched out from further
advances north of the JOSELLE River. On 6 larch the 65th Infantry Division
relieved the 26th Infantry Division in the SAARIAUTERN bridgehead area, and the
26th Infantry Division moved north to positions south of those held by the 94th
Infantry Division. By 12 March when the 10th Armored Division was relieved by
the 76th Infantry Division it had driven 15 miles east of TRIER on the north
bank of the MOSEILE River. 1t moved back upon relief to an assembly area near
TRIER, while other XX Corps units, patrolled aggressively, maintaining their
positions,
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Poeitions in XII Corps zone were maintained in the early part of the
operation. On 3 February orders were issued for XII Corps (5th, 76th, 80th
Infantry Divisions, 4th Armored Division) to prepare for an attack to seize
BITOURG. To carry this out, commencing 6 February, the 5th, 76th and 80th
Infantry Divisions attacked across the SAUFR River and secured bridgeheads
which were.expanded during the next four days tc depths of 5 miles. These
bridgeheads were consolidated by 11 february. The Corps did not attempt to
attack on a full scale because of the orders of 7 February for aggressive defense,
but gaine of 1/2 to 1 miles per day were made by various corps units in sporadic
thrusts. By 22 February, the Lth Armored Division had moved from it§ assembly
srea to positions immedistely tehind the front, and was furnishing fl?e support
to the 80th Infantry Division. On 24 February the 5th Infantry Division estab-
lished a bridgehead across the IRUL River, being followed the next day by Fhekth
Armored Divisione it this time the Corps was attacking toward BITBURG with
all its power and this city, the Corps objective, was cleared by the 5th Infantry
Division on 27 February. Then the 76th Infantry Division struck south toward
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TRIEH, a key communications center which was an objective of the i Corps. As
the XX Corps drove north toward that luportant eity, AII Corps abbaewed soubth
to prevent the enemy from reinforcing TRIED from the north. Jontact with 10th
irmored Divieion (XY Corps) wae made by the 76th Infantry Division {{II Covps)

2 miles north of TRIER on 2 harch after the 10th aArmored Division and Yh4th
Infantry Division (XX Corps) had clesred the city.

Under cover of darkness cn the night 2-3 Larch, the 5th Infantry Division
attacked across the KYLL Ziver, successfully establishing a bridgehead, and on
the following day the 76th Infantry Division establiched a bridgehead over the
same river ferther =outh, {onsolidation of the two bridgeneads allowed the Lth
Armored Division to cross into the bridgehead, passing through the ipnfantry on
tre night of 4L=5 larch, and beginning its history-making dash to the FiIKS
River, a 50 mile advance which was rnompleted in 3 days. A regiment of the 5th
Infentry Sivision was motorized to follow closely behind this armored spearhead.
Other elements of the 5th Infanbry Division foliowed farther behind., By &

I arch, positions along the TS River were held by the Lin drmored Jivisien
while the 5th Infartry Division was mopping up by-passed ensoy strongpoints
about 10 miles from the VTR Siver on the north bank of the NOFELD Aiver.

The 76th Infantry Division followed the 5th Infantry Division about 15 miles,
alsc mopoing up by-passcd eneay rockebs en route. At this point the 76th
Infantry Divicion stopped, consollidated its positions, and on 12 Jareh reiisved
the 10th Armored Division along the north bank of the D0STLIE River. Froa 8-12
lzrch the Lih Apmored Division c¢leared sround north of the [0STI7R Ddver up to
the ZHINE River, being assisted by the 5th Infantry Division. The 90th Infanlry
Mvision passed from VIITI to XII Corps control on 12 llarch at which time the 4th
frmored Division and the 5th and 90th Infantry Divisions prepared to strike south
across the J0%TIIE River., In the norithern nart of XIT Zorpe zZone the BOBh
Infantry Division was pinched oul as spearheads of the 11th Armored Ddvision

and the S0th Infantry Division (both of VIII Corps) struck east toward the
ATINE diver.
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VIII Corps maintained positions around PRINI from 12 to 16 Februayy, and
then started advancing up the TRUM Valley to the east, gaining up to 5 mlles
in the next 4 days. Two wedges, one around FRUL, and the other rear FOHTERIACH
in ZII Corpe zone had Torced the enemy Lo rebreat, bul also had created a Wwuipe
in the center. Thils salient, known as "The VIANDEY Pulgs® received a good desl
of attention Iram VIII Corps units durding the period 20-24 February, with units
striking south to reduce the bulge and straighten the Army front, This bulge
was cleared on 24 February, allowing the Corps to regrour and continue aggressive
patrolling. Barly in March the VIII Corps was lined up with the 6th Armored
TMvision, 4th and 87th Infantry Divisions in order from south £o north, and with
the 11th Armored Division and §0th Infantry Division in the rear. A Qorps attack
was started on L larch, and on 3 Harch the 1lth Armored Division moved forward
and passed through the 4th Infantry Division, attacking sharply to the east.
The S0th Infantry {Avision also moved forward and attacked, resching the KYLL
Hiver, By 6 Larch the 90th Infantry Division was completely acroes the KYILL
River while the ith Infantry Division and the llth Armored Division held small
bridgeheads. Ther, on 7 and 8 March the I1th Ammored Division went into high
gear and deshed for the RHINE. Ils attack came two days after that of the 4th
Armored Division, and was made somewhiat easier because of the disorganization


http:Jivisi.on
http:s;::)1J.th

SECRET

of the enemy that resulted from the earlier breakthrough. Closely following
the amored spearheads of 1lth Armored Division, the 90th Infantry Division
made rapid progress while other VIII Corps units made good progress all along
the front. The 4th and 87th Infantry Divisions were occupied largely from 9
to 1l March in containing the EIFEL Pocket, in which a large number of enemy
troops was concentrated. This pocket along the Third ~ First US Armmy boundary
had resulted from the rapid armored advences of both Annies., By 10 liarch the
11th Armored Division had reached the west bank of the RHINE River, on which
date the 4th Infantry Division and 6th Armored Division were released from Corps
control, both units going to Sixth US Army Group. For the last two days of the
campaign, VIII Corps was occupied in reducing all enemy in zone west of the
RHINE River,

%* * 3* *

The EIFEL to the RHINE and the capture of TRIER, extending from 29
January through 12 March was for the most part a period of slow advance,
although it ended in a blaze of glory with rapid advances in XII and VIII Corps
zones. An order of 7 February from higher headquarters which called for an
aggressive defense was largely responsible for the slow advances during February.
However, this order was relaxed early in March when both VIII and XII Corps
epeedily secured bridgeheads over the KYLL River, and from them drove rapidly
to the RHINE. On 12 llarch when this camnpaign ended all ground west of the
RHINE was cleared except for a few minor pockets.
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XIX Tactical Air Command continued its close cooperation with ground troops
of Third US Army. During the early part of the campaipgn the fighter bombers
worked on enemy rail and motor vehicles in the DPRUM, RITBURG area. In the last
few days of the campaign it furnished close armored coluun cover for the 4th
and 11th Armored Divisions as they dashed for the RHING, and bombed and strafed
in the EIFEL Pocket between First and Third US Armies. During the greater part
of the campaign the enemy was ‘able to keep his targets hidden so that claims
were not as heavy as they had been during the preceding ARDENNES Campaign. lore
bomb tons were dropped than ever before, but the roads were not clogged with
enemy vehicles as they had been when the enemy retreated from his ARDENNES
salient. The XIX Tactical Air Command flew a total of 9,466 sorties in 911
missions during this campaign, dropping 4,303 tons of bombs, “hile losing 34
planes, the Command destroyed 50 enemy planes and demaged or deéstroyed €76 tanks
and amored cars, 4,579 motor vehicles, 373 locomotives, 7,698 railroad cars and
made 554 cuts of railroad lines.
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During this campaign the Army lost a total of 2,706 killed, 16,779 wounded
and 1,081 missing - and captured 58,78l prisoners of war. The enemy lost an
estimated 21,100 killed and 56,700 wounded. At the culmination of the campaign
Third US Army held contiguous ground all along the north bank of the HOeELLE
River to the RHINE, and was prepared to strike south into the industrially

great SAAR-RHINE Palatinate.
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