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T. AVARD OF EROVZE STAG:

By directior of the President, under the

Sers

vigions of Army Rezulations €00-45, dated 22 September 1943, as amended, the
tronze Star ledal is awarded the following named nersomnel;

William B. Clark, 33213260,
meritorious service in France, Luxembourg, and Germany during the period 8
august 1944, to 18 March 1945, in comnection with military operations against

an enemy

ma

n

an anemy'OL the United States,

f;[

of bhe United States.

S Sgt, FA, Army of the

United States,

the United States.
the period 6
ust 1944, to 6 rebruary'1945, in conrection with mllludry'ODCrdE10n5 againct
Entered military service from Wisconsin.

Paul E. Simmons, 36748284, Pfc, MD, Army of the United States.

aor

Entered military service from Virginia.

Herbert J. Riehle, 36252767, Sgt, Inf, Army of
m rltcrlous service in France, Luxembourg, and Germany during

or

For

nor01c achievement in Luxembourg on 24 December 1944, in connection with mili-

tery operations against an enemy of the United States.
attack near Kehmen, Luxembourg,

During an snemy counter-
on 24 December 1944, Pfc Simmors, ar aid man

attached to an infantry company, repcatedly left the protection of his foxhole
to crawl to tie aid of soldiers wounded by the intense hostile artillery barrage
Despite the danger to himself he crawled to one casualty,

falling in the area.

carried him to a nearby foxhole, and rendered nccessary first aid.

Pfec Simnons!

courage, initiative, and devotion to duty exemplify the highest traditions of

the armed forces of the United States.

Howard K.

etolz, 333/9050, Tee 4, FA; APny of tne United Staten,

Entered military service from Illinois,

For

meritorious service in France, Luxembourg, and Germany during the period 8
bugust 1944, to 18 March 1945, in connection with military operations againct

an enemy of the Unite
II. Published as

. Lil. Seetion BT,
il 1945, as awards

d-States.
an extract.

General Orders

the Purple Heart to Pvt Gerard E. Willmarth, 35249771,

ntered military

service from Pennsylvania.

Number 9¢, this Headquarters, dated 6
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AT 45, 1g amended to award enlisted man the brongze Qak Leaf Cluster to the

10 le Heart.
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II. The following units of the Division are cited for their extraordinary
horoism, gallentry, determination, and esprit de dorps in overcoming hazardous
Gal difficult conditions agalnst an enemy of the United States: :

. 3D BATTALION, 318TH INFANTRY: The Third Battalion, 318th Infontry is
cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy during o
‘b period 14 = 17 September 1944, in France: e

on 14 Scotember 1944, the Third Battalion, 318th Infantry, assaulted
Vousson Hill, a dominant terrain featurc cormanding the Moselle River Valley
-nd overlooking the Division bridgehead in the vicinity of Diculou?ag,'FTAnce;
The babtalion moved to the attack through heavy rain, decp mud, and fog, moving
rapidly up thz stecp south slope of this strongly defcnded cnemy held position
in the facc of intermittent artillery fire. Upon rcaching and capturing the
fort cresting the hill, the enemy immediatcly launched o series of counter-
Lttacks, finully eneircling the battalion on the following day, 15 September
194/,. Many casualties werc inmeurred during this action and the battalion was
completely cut of f from contact with friendly troops and supplies. Despite
cevere casualtics and lack of artillery support, ratiens, smmunition, medicil
supplies, and the continuous counterattacks, the battalion retained ite hold
on this important strategic hill until 17 September 1944, when supporting forces
srrived to relieve the situation.

The courage, heroic determination, nd fighting spirit displayed by
svery member of this battalion to capture .nd hold this position at all costs,
nd in the face of fanstical enemy resistinee, reflects the highest traditions
of the urmed forces of the United States. ' 3

2D BATTALION, 318TH INFANTRY: * The Second Duttalion, 318th Infuntry

15 cited For outstanding performance of duty in action against the ercmy during
the period & = 11 Hovember 1944, in Frances ; ;

Qw8 November 1944, the Sceond Buttalion, 318th Infantry bogen its
sseault of e Seillc River Vulley with the  ulbtimate objective of seizing Dollle
Jraatels commanding the castern approuches to the valley. Crossing the Seille
Tiver, flooded by the heavy and contimicd rains, tie battalion gaincd control
of the cnemy held barnk in fierce hend to hand struggles. Securing their initial
bridgehezd, the batt:lion dug in under intense cnemy artillery firc as the rain
contimicd unsbated. Spending the night in their water-£illed foxholcs, the
battalior pushed forward st daylight, crossing thc flooded valley floor into

the face of the terrific enemy artillery corcentrztions. Fighting thelr way
through the doy without food nd littlc smmunition, tac battalion stormed the
strongly held hills bordering the valley, blisting cach of the entrenchcd enemy
positions into submission with hand grenades. Seizing the heights that evening,
the battalion awaited daylight to contimue the assault, as the rain apc cremy
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artillery coatinued. Supply problems were acute and again the battalion attacked
vathout food or dry clothing. Casualtics were mounting -ae the battalion scaled
tze stecp cliffs and cjected the strongly cntrenched enemy from the towns of
£ohatel and Sadllv. Assaulting the strategic Dolme Ridge, the depleted battalion
- Lanatically defended objeetive orly through grim and unrelenting de-
termination. On the fourth duy of the attack the Sccond Battilion secured the
ipproachecs to the ridge. Reduecd in stre gth to a1 complement less than that of
» normal rifle company, the.battalion attacked over marsh 1and -nd into tho rak-
ing enemy fire, clearing three towns in bitter close-in fighting. 1In the four
days of atbtack the Sccond Battalion, during continyous rain, had spearheaded &
drive over o distance of fifteen miles, capturing six villages, crossing - formi-
dable water barricr at flood stage, and pluying = major puart in the destruction
0. one full crnemy division and supporting forecs. The determination, =ggrcssive-
ficea, and heorole courcge displayed by cach officer ard enlisted man of the sccond
Battalion, despitc heavy casualties, diffieult terrain, und deplorable weather,
re comcnsur.te with the finest traditions of the Army of the United States.

3D BATTALION, 318TH INFANTRY: The Third Battalion, 318th Infantry
i. cited for outstanding performance of duty ir action against the cnemy on 25

Aevember 1944, in Fracce:

On 25 Novembor 1944, it Fort Bambiderstroff, France, the Third Battulion
@as assigned the misgion to assault ind seize the villuge and fort of Bambidere
stroff, part of the Maginot Line ‘and continue on to scize the high ground one¢ half
mile cast of Kleindol, Fronce, which commanded the routes of approach to Longe=
ville ard St Avold, France. At double time, over open terrain and under torrific
encmy artillery, mortar, and small srms firc, the battalion seized the town,
killed and wounded many cneny soldiers, ind cspturcd some forty prisoners. The
battalion continucd the attack in the face of murderous fire, storming the pills
boxes up a steup hill ind over open ground. By front:l ind flanking movements
they successfully completed the zssault of the fort, capturing eighty ninc
prisonerg. The heroic performunce by the officers =nd men of the Third Battazlion,
318th Infantry resulted in selzing importunt terrain feastures in the cnemy's deo-
fenses, Their courageous and fighting determinition refleets the fincst tradi-
tions of the Army of thc United Stites.

COMPANY . 318TH INFANTLY: Compzny "L", 318th Infantry.is citcd for
outstanding performince of duty in aetion ag:inst the cnemy on 25 and 20 Yovember
1944, in Fraonce: '

0nt 25 November 1944, Company "L¥ lcd o battalion assault 2gainst the
village ard fort of §mbiderstroff, Frince. The fort formed - strongpoint of the
Maginet Linc ard crested 2 steep hill protected by muany flonking bunkers.’ Storm-
ing the fort over the open terrain after clearing the village, the aggressive
inf ntrymen of Company "L were subjceted to intense raking fire from mochine
gurs, artillery, mortars, small arms, and rockets. Reaching ths militery crest
ot the hill, the compiny .dvinced over open terrain on 2 scven hundred yard front,
dircetly agsaulting the enemy held burkers.-,Despitc heavy casuwaltics from
murderous crossfire of the burkers, the company cortinued its ass-ult until the
trcmy resistance was broken with the capture of eighty twe prisoners. Teorganisz-
ing thot night, the compiny then assanlted the nigh ground ovcrlooking tho
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- stratesic Longeville-5t Avold highway e next day. The successful scizure of
the heights immediately resulted in concer.trated ind prolonged encmy countor-
ittacks throughout the day. Only by grim determination und ageressive use of
grenades and close-in fighting were the eremy forces finally repulsed. The
huroic courage displayed by the intrepid infuntrymen of Company n, i, 318th In-
fantry, reflects the finest tr.oditions of the Army of the United States.

COMPANY "BM, 318TH INFANTRY: Company "BY, 318th Infantry is cited for
cut standing performance of duty.in action agyinst the enemy on 2¢ Decomber 1944,
in Bolgiums :

On 25 Deccmber 1944, near Tinfonsl, Belgium, in the attack toward o
b sieged city of Bastogne, Belgium, Comparny "O", 318th Infuntry, = rescrve coms
pany, ws following close behind two issaulting companies. Late 1n the after-
roon the advance was stopped by fierce enemy -utomatic znd small 2rms firc.
Constant fire was £alling on the company from - large caliber artillery picee
Joe ted somcwhoro in Tintange, inflicting mony casualties.  Depleted te a
strength of £ifty cight men, they sought snd were zranted permission to assaulu
t.c bown, utilizing o two platoen “thack with the third platoen flanking The s
Orive. Due bto the advoneing frontal platoons, the cnemy disclosed his firding
rnoaltions, widech wore quickly observed and destroyed by the flarking platoon.
T ing cdvantage of their succcss ard by pressing on they successfully capturcd
the encmy artillery piecc and 1ts prine mover. Enveloping the town and abtacks-
ins it with = vicicusness that yielded over one hundred and sixty prisoncrs,
the cneny resglstance was neutralized completely. The performance by the intrepid
inf antrynen of Company "B", 318th Infantry, reflects the finost traditiens of Ehe
Arny of the United States.

LY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL McERIDE:

S. P. WALKER
_ Celenel, Cavalry,
OFFICIAL: Ghdlek “ef Statfa

Vfo 1 /
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/3. W. TRONE

“ 1t Colonel, AGD,
Adjutant Generadl.




