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seatey Plishit dabo Lustogne on &2 Docimber 1944 By Lot L. dneol Ge S fepEolt
Interview vias conducted with Lt Taflinger of the 1l4th Liaison Squadron, 3rd
axiyy, alt £I1 Comps g in Luxembourz, Lux., on 29 January 1945, Intcurvicw
wus counducted by Capt. Dello G. Dayton.
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On the 24th of December Lt., Tallinger lost one of his planes and a pilot.
The following day, Bhristmas, he and his Squadron Commander, iajor woendell
i« Bennett, went over to Army Hq (Lt. Taflingef has a detachment of 2 planes
0t AII Corps) to see if any information had been received relative to the lost
vliaae and pilot. Whi}e they were ut the Prd Army Hg a reQuest camc in from
besinged Bastogne asking for a surgeon. hoge requesting the surgeon said
there were too many men In Bastogne suffering from serious abdominal injuries
Tor the doctors therein to properly take care of, Lf. Col iurray, G- .iv
of imny, asked Major Bennett and Lt Taflinger it they thousht it would bLie
poasible to fly a surgeon into to Bastogne. After some discussion it was
decided that it would ﬁe possible to ;1y a surgéon in with a Stimson L-l.
( The L-1 is a t&pe of Liaison ship that has a 295 HP motor; it has a
largse wing surface . This ship has the ability to land and take off in
o very short distange and the capacity to climb almost straight up; it is
a very slow ship however, ﬁeventhbless_it bossessed the necessary chare-
acteristics for the miésion in duestion.)/ Bbth Major Bennett.-and Lt
Taflinger volunteered to fly the surgéon to éastogne but finally Col Iurray
selected Lt Taflinger. An L-1l was sent up from the fidld at Nancy and
landed on the fighter ai: strip at Luxcmbourg where Lt. Taflinger and
the surgeon, a major, met it, As séon as the plane was fefueled Taflinger
took off., It waé about 1615. [ Over the air strip were some fighters
which bad been ordered to escort the liaison plane to Bastogne. The plane
Tlow at an altitude of about 6000 feet, went to Arlon and then directly
into Bastogne., There was some enerny flak but none of it fell near the
plane, (Lt Taflinger discovered after he had got started on his flight
that the radio in the plane would not work, He.had left so hurriedly

£t he hud failed to check it. Fortunately he had no use for it.).

.



l U2I3I00V tulu }

Lerey FLisht into Bastégne (cont) Pago 2

Lidien the Liléfot over Bastogne it dived down steeply and located ocn air
cbiip thot wes used by the artillery liaison planes about Bastogne. (Lt Tal-
linger scoid they had thought at army that this field was rather badly demol-
iziied but actually it was in pretty fair shupe.). As soon as the plune
lunded a jeep driver of the 10lst A/D arrived tb pick up the surgecon, after
they departed Lt, Taflinger took 8ff for the return trip. IHe rose ulmost
vertically above Dastogne ahd on gaining some altitude discovered that his

" Tishter cscort had left him. (He said they had got low on gas). Since it was
<)lready dusk the Lt decided[to return to Luxembourg without the fi hler os-
coirte ¢ accomplished the return trip without incident wnd landed i luz~
amboury just sk as it was ggtting dark. For his flight into Bactogne

LU, Taflinger was awarded the Silver star. (  The Lb. said that he wos
informed theo surgeon performed 75 operations on Christmas day after he

arvived in Bastogne. The surgeon was awarded the DSC).




