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KYLL RIVER SECTOR

1 March to’9 March

During the period 1 March to 9 March, the 80th Infantry Division occupied
and mopped up the area W of the KYLL R and N of BITBURG, protecting the N flank
of XII Corps. The 4th Armored Division passing thru the 80th Division crossed
the KYLL R and dashed Eastward to reach the RHINE R N of KOBLINZ. To the S
other Elms of the XII Corps mopped up the area fror BITBU:G to the LCUBLLLE R
in the Vic of TRTVES. At no time, during this period, was the 80th Infantry
Division heavily engaged and the opportunity wes seized by the organizations
to conduct training of replacements and rehabilitation of personnel and

equipment., whenever the ‘tactical situction permitied.

lst March

317th Inf: 1st and Zd Bns attacked to the N capturin: the towns of
NIEDER'BILE, OBL X EIll.: and =CHLLID and occupied the surrounding hish-ground.

The 318th Inf and 319th Re;ts remeined in assembly areas '’ of the
PFUM F. ' - >

The 80th Cav Ren Tr reconnoitered to the N from the p(.sitioné of the
317th Inf. - g

d March

There was no chinge in the disposition of the 317th and 319th Inf Rests.
The 80th Cav Ren Tr continued to press to the N and captured the town of
HEILLNB CH. ' : ‘

The 318th Inf was attached to the 76th Inf Div and moved to :n assembly
area S of BITBURG. '

3d March w.. )

—

317th and 31Gth Inf Re-ts occupled their same positions.

: ' The 318th Inf was relieved from attachment to the 76th Inf Tiv ari prepared
to return to the 80th Inf Div area. The 80th Cav Rcn Tr e€stublished a.d main-
tained contact with Elms of the VIII Corps I of the PiiUli R advancing tcvards the

Lth March
There was no change in the positions of the 317th and 319th Inf Regtc.

The 318th Inf moved N from the gone of the 76th Inf Div and relieved (CB
of the Lth Armd Div between the NINS and KYLL Rivers and 1n§titut.egl reconna.ssance
to the N prepared to reduce enemy resistance between the NIMS and KYLL Riverx N

to the VIII - XII Corps Bdry.

The 20th Cav Ren Tr reconnoitered to the N between the NIS and KYLL Rivers
and at the end of the day was attached to the 318th Inf.
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. 5th March
No change in disposition of 317th and 319th Inf Regts.

. The 318th Inf attacked to the N with the 2d and 3d Bns zbreast. The
tosms of H/LBERG and Ni IDENL.CH were cuzptured and the high-ground on the ¥
bank of the KYLL R was occupied as far N us the Corps (Div) Bdry and con-
tact mnde with Elms of the VIII Corps.

éth March
No change in dispositions of 317th-.nd 319th Inf Regts.

The 318th Inf ropped up the V-bark of the KY.L R and captured the towns
of USCH and ST. THQNAS. '

7th March

A1l units of the 80th Inf Div remained in positions previously occupled.

" Comtact was maintained with Elms of the VIII Corps, and with the Lth armd

Div advancing to the E. The Div Arty moved in to assembly areas. This was
the first time sinceé the 80th Div was committed in the ezcrly part of August.
that none of the Division Artillery was committed. '

8th M:rch

- The 317th and 318th Inf Regts remeined on the same positions as pre-
viously occupied. '

The 319th Inf moved S to be attached to the 76th Inf Div uron arrivul
in the 76th Inf Div Zone. '

_ 9th March R .
There was no change in the dispositions of the 317th and 318th Inf Regts.

The 319th Inf was relibved from attachment to the 76th Inf Div and pre-
pared to move N to the 80th Hiv zone. '

During this period, the 80th Inf .Div mopped up the area between the PRUM
and KYLL Rivers, protected the N (L) flank of the XII Corps and established
and mintained contact with the VIII Corps. Much needed maintenance and train-
ing was conducted. The 80th Inf Div Arty fired two hundred and twenty-four

(224) missions. Four hundred and seven (407) prisoners were taken.

MOVEMENT TO s TTACK POSITION

XX CORPS ZONE
10 March to 12 , | ,-

-

" On 10 March the 80th Inf Div was released ffom the control of the XIXI Cerps
and attached to XX Corps. Movement to the E bank of the SAAR R opposite SAAR-




BURG was initiated early the morning of 11 March. The movement was cmpioted
and the Div was prepared to attack by 322400 to pass through elements of the XX
Corps and attack to the N and E.

10th March

~ 80th Inf Div ‘(Reinf) closed into assembly areas in the vicinity of RITTERS~
DORF, prepared for movement to the 3.

ilth March

At 0200 the motor movement to an assembly area in the vicinity of MONDORF
was started. 'n'n Division closed into the MONDORF assembly area at 2100,

12th March

At 0630 the movement to forward assembly areas was initdated. At 1945,
the movement forward was completed, and the assault units moved up to their
Jump off positions. ‘

. _ ATTACK FROM SAARDURG BRIDGEHLAD TO PRIMS R

i3 }larch_to 17 March

Qa 13 March at 0300 the 80th Infantry Division, making the wain effort of
XX Corps, attacked the East out of the SAARBURG bridgehead, passing through
elements of the 94th and 26th Infantry Divisions. The 94ith and 26th Infantry
Divisions attacked to-the East in conjunction with Uhe 80th Infantry Division
on 13 March. The attack was pressed to the East until enemy positions had been
sufficiently cisrupted to allow the 10th Armored Dirision to pass through the
Infantry. The 80th Infantry Division attacked initially with two regiments
abreast. ' -

13th March

317th Inf: 1st and 3d Bns %tta.cked across the ZI.F R, passing through the
Elms of the 26th Inf Div holding the river lire. The initial objective of the
sttack was the high ground overlooking wbiF from the ¢ and SE. Both Bns gained
the initial objective ezrly in the morning and proceedzd to mop up the woods .
covering this high ground. The 3d Bn continued the attack and by late the night
of 13 March had captured the town of CREIMERATH. The ’d Bn followed the attack-
ing Bns to an advanced assembly area prepared to press the attack k. Heavy
nebelwcrfer and artillery fire was placed on the town .o’ Z #F by the enemy. ,
This fire on the town and key road junction consider: bly hampered the operationm.
Direct fire from M-51 Mounts, employed in the ground <ol: by the 633d AiA AV :
Battalion, succceded in forcing the enemy to move his OUre. )

318th Inf: 1lst Bn attacked jnitially, passing th ouh Elms of the 94th Inf
Div at OBFiZiRF, and seized the high ground Z o OBl ¥ This high ground
extending several miles Bastwerd was entirely covered by tense woods, which ex-
tended the width of the 318th Inf zone. Only one roud sujtable for traffic passed
through thesc woods. The attack to the L through these ':cods by the lst Bn met
strong resistance from HILL 521, The 2d Bn attacked thin enemy strong point from
the N in conjunction with the lst Bn and the resistance wis broken by 1930.
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The 3d Bn attacked along the N boundary of the kegt (biv) and quickly |
pierced the encmy's main line. The 3d Bn, teking advantage of its breakthrough,
advanced rapidly to the E, reached the center of the forest and estublished a
roadblocl, cutting off the German retreat ro te along the single good road
through the forest. : .

319th Inf moved to a forward asseubly area on the high ground of
75RP enc remained in this assembly area in Division Reserve.

14th March

217th Inf: All three Bns of the Regt were employed to moyp up the woods -
on the high ground surrounding GLRIM CATH. Many poclets of enery had been
by-passed and others had insiltrated through the woods during the night.
Several pillboxes were discovered in the woods S of GiiIMERATH and had to be
reduced. )

318th Inf: 1st En completed mopring up the area captured in the pre-
vious day's fighting, and then moved hastward in legimcntal teserv-. The
~d Bn attacked to the L; penetrated the forest and entered the town of
:EISSKIRCHEN vhere stubborn resistance and touse to house fighting was en-
countered. The enemy infiltrated back, cut the main road through the forest
at its kastern outlet, and isolated the 2d Bn in #1565 IRCHeN. The 3@ Bn
continued to mop up the forest in the vicinity of the roadblock they had
establishe: the previous day. B

319th Inf: The lst bn moved out during the afternoon to pass through
o Task Force of the 26th Inf Div S¥ of Gi IHEraTil and attack b towards DiRGLN.

" 80th Cav Een Tr, screening the N flank of the Liv, captured the town
of ¥'NDi:N and patrolled the N edge of the forest in which the 318th Inf was
advancing. :

" Five hundred forty-three (543) prisomers were taken during the day and
much equirment was captured including severul artillery pieces and nebelvwerfers.

15th March

317th Inf: lst En continued to mop up the woods N of iIDHuL.biCH and
during the early evening, attacked the town. . LLNOLZE/.CH was cletred of
enemy by 2100. The 2d Bn attacked to the E and had reached a position to
assault }'ITLOSH:DM when they hulted at dark. The 3d Bn attacked to the b
from the forest, seized SCHLID.N and ropped up the surrounding high ground.

318th Inf: let and 3d Bns movped up the forest in their zone of advance
and reduced all enemy resistance except occasional sniper fire., These two
Bns then reorganized preparatory to moving on ¥RIGSHIRCHI K to relieve the 2d
Bn. The 2d Bn was still heavily engaged during the entire day in ! I.SKIKCHLN
and reoulsed one strong counterattack of tanks cnd infantry with heavy losses

~to the enemy.

319th Inf: The lst Bn seized the town of BLiGLN early in the morning and
" at 1000 attacked S from BLHGLN cutting the BZRGEN-LOSEIH road and seizing the
high.#vound Nt of ILUSBACH. The 2d Bn attacked S from BHEGEN towuards LOSHRIN
and the 3d Bn attacked S against strong resistance towards BRITTEN. Both Bns
met stubborn resistance. :
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_ Large amounts of encmy supplies and equirment were ugain.captured or
destroyed and two hundred sixty-eight (268) prisoners were taken making &
total of over one thousand (1000) prisoners captured in three (3) duye.

- . léth larch

Task Forces of the 10th irmd Div passed through the positiona of the
- 318th and 317th Inf Regts and pressed the attack to the E in conjunction
with the 80th Inf Div. :

317th Inf: The lst Bn moved rapidly to the L and coptured the. towns of
7 LB’CH and RAFF i.Ilk:. The 2d Bn attacked to the L and captured MITLOSIEIE
and ' LIR EILER. - The 3d Bn completed ropping up the area around SCHEIDEN and
moved by motor to an assembly area at RAIF ¥ILrK.

318th Inf: The lst and 3d Ens moved towards VR ISSKIHCHEN and mopped up
scatfered enemy resistance as they advanced. The road was opened to relieve
the 24 Bn which was still engaged in house. to house fighting in ' 1. ISSKIRCILN.
The 3d Bn joined the 2d En in the assault of ' }ISSUIRCHLI and the Southern
' section of the toun was cleared. '

316th Inf: The lst Bn captured HALLOSBACH in the early morning and then
attacked to the L; cleared the high ground S of LUSIHEIMN and continued on to
capture and occupy ' +HLLN. The 2d bn asseulted and secized LOSI. Ii. against
stiff resistance. The town of LOSIL IM having been mopped up, Company -G was
- advanced to the E to occupy NThLhhiiui LIM. The 3d Bn captured and occupied
BRITTIN. .

17 March

. 317th Inf: The 2d Bn closely followed the advancing arwor &nd in conjun-
ction wjith the armor seized crossing of the PhIES K. The 34 Bn followed. the
advance of the 2d Bn and the lst Bn moved to NUSLAL-. in Regtl Res.

The 318th Inf was attached to the 10th Armd Div.

316th Inf: The 2d Bn continued the attack to the k from ..o« I¥ and cap-
tured “UNZIWCHEM, During the rirst hours of darkness the 2d Bn forced &
crossing of the PRIMS R at NUN IhCHLN and during the night expanced the bridge-
head reaching the outskirts of LIL.BACH. The 3d Bn attacked to the L clearing
the Northern part of the Regtl gzone te the PRINS It end captured the town of
¥ICH: LBACH. ' .

The attack of the 80th Inf Div’ was supported by the O4th FA Group and
the 1139th kngr C Group. - .

The 7024 Tk Bn, 811th TD Bn and 633d AAA AV (Mbl) Bn were sttached to
the 80th Inf Liv. These organkzaticns beside £f11ling their normal roles
the initial phases ot ehe attack with direct and indirect fire under control
of 80th Inf Div Arty. The 80th Inf Div Arty fired six hundred nincty-one
(691) missions in support of the attack.-

During the five days of the attack, recounted above, the goth Irf Iziv

ehattered the enemy's defensive line orening : way for the armor to Lre
through to the E.W'Ihe area between the ZiiF R and the PRINS R was cleared

of enemy and lirge cuantities of enemy stores and weapons were captured or
destroyed. Two thousand five hundred and five (2505) prisoners of wer were
taken during the five days. This being acco-r ished, the 80th Div went over

to the rursuit.




PUZSUIT FhOE Pils W TO THb RHING V.iLbY

18 March to 21 March

Early morning of 18 March the 80th Inf Div attacked E from the PiliS &
following the 10th Armd Div and mopped up enemy resistance by-passed by the
arwor. During this four—day period the cities of KAISERSLAUT:EN and ST
VHNDEL were captured by the 80th Inf Div. The rapid advance carried the 80th
Inf Div into the RHIM. VALLEY at BAD DURKHEIM and out into the lowlands ' of
LUD" 'IGSHAFEN. _ - :

18th March .

317th Inf moved E in the Northern part of the Div zone by motor and
by marching, cleaned up pockets of enemy resistance and b midnight the lst.
Bn had reached RAMMELSBACH. The Repgt less the 1lst Bn remained in NAMBORI:Z

The 318£h'1nf remained attached to the 1Cth Armd Div.

319th Inf: The 2d Bn having estzcblisaed a bridgehead across the PRIMS R
in the vicinity of LIMBACH during the night of the 17-18 March allacked early’
the morning of the 18th and captured LIMB.CH. The lst Bn and 3d Bn advanced
by motor «nd marching thru the bridge ‘dad of the 2d Bn and at the close of the
period hid cleared ull enemy resistance in treir zone 1 of ST " iNukw. The lst
 Bn occupied AL5 EILLR and the 3d Bn occupied :LIuSuii. During the early part
of the nicht the 2d Bn moved by wotor from LLiBCH to ALSWLILEL.

19th March

317th Inf: 2d Bn moved by motor to THALIGIENBL.G where the Bn detrucked.
A stubborn pocket of enemy resistence remained in KUSkL to the E and the 24 Bn
immedintely attacked the enemy nositions and b; early afternoon had destroyed
£11 opposition and cleared the town of KUSEL. :

318th Inf: less the lst wund 3d Bn which remained attached to the 10th Ared
Div, reverted to control of the 80th Inf Div and remained in Div .eserve at
OBf.{THAL.

. - - -‘i
319th Inf: The 3d Bn attacked S from BLIISSLN into ST 'LNLLL in conjuction
with elements of the 10th Armd Div and outposte] the city cfter enemy resist-
snoe had been overcome within the citr. The 2d Bn attacked E from ' INTERE:.CH
and seizcd a crossing of the BELIES R at OBEELINW:ILER S of ST VENDEL. The
crossing secured, the Bn immediately moved eastw:rd and reached !‘.’gUITEIIBACH.

20th March
317th Inf moved repidly to the E reaching LNGNBACH and NEUKIRGHLN NL of

KAISKRLAUTERN by the end of the period, The I & I Plat of the 317th Inf
emtered K. ISKERLLUTCHN from the N and captured the jarrison commander.

318th Inf: 1st and 3d Bns remained attiched tc the 10th .mpg Div. The
24 Bn maintained lew and order in ST VENDEL and that night the <d En
by motor to KAISERL.UTERN to occupy the eity. -

319th Inf: The lst Bn advanced rapidly to the & and entered mIﬁWU‘i‘bm




20th March

- from the " and by 1230 had mduced all enermy resistance. The lat Bn then out-
posted the city. The 2d and 3d Bns moved by motor to the NE of XAISiRLAUTLRN

~to HCCHSPEYER uham they took up rositions for the night.

The ; 80th Ca.v Ren Tr moved to the S of KAISLHLAUTERN and blocked tba
southern aprroaches to the city.

2lst March

The 317th Inf moved by motor and by marching to an aasembly area at .
_HOCHSPI YER during the morning. In the late ~fternoon the 317th-Inf began to
move to an assembly area in the vicinity of DIDESHEIM.

318th Inf: Lst and 3d Bns remained attached to the 10th Armd Div. The
K. Bn oceupied and outposted KAISLRLAUTLRN. :

The 319th Inf moved from HOCHSPIYER te an assembly area in the vicinity
of MAXDORF and prepared to attack to the SE.

‘ During the four days, 18 March to 21 March the 80th Inf Div mowed by
mortor and by marching approximately one hundred and fifteen (115) air-line
miles to the E. Seized the key cities and road centers of KAISLRLAUTLRN and
ST YENDLL and reduced all enemy resistance in the gone of advancé of the Div.
Five thousund and eighty-four (5,084) prisoners were tainon during the period

MOVEMENT FROM BAD DURFHLIM TO hAIN -

22 March to 27 March

Early in the morning of the 22 March the 80th Inf Div was relieved of the
mission of attacking to the E and ordered to hove into assembly areas pre-
pared for further movement. The lst and 3d Bns of Lhe 318th Inf were relieved
from attachment to the 10th Armd Div., '

An assembly area N and " of ORMS was designated and the 319th Inf
initiated movement to this area at 222130. Early the morning of the 23
Karch the movement to the assembly area in vicinity of ORMS was halted. A
new assembly area was designated in the vicinity of ROCKLNHAUGIN and movement
to the new assembly area over several routes began &t :31330. The entire
80th Inf Div closed into the assembly area surrounding (UCKENHAUGCN at 251315.

At 1230 on the 26 March the order was lssued for the Div to move to cone
centration arezs in the vicinity of MAINZ prepared to :ffect a crosaing of the
RHINE R. Movement was immediately initiated and durirg the 27 March the Div
closed into the designated assembly areas and the asscult units moved up o
jump off positions. In order to go into the position for the assault cmuing
of the M.IN R, the 319th Inf crossed the RHINL R on the XII Corps bridge in the
vicinity of OPDTHH}'IM and closed into a forward assembly area at BISCHOFHEIM.

CROSSING OF THE RHIN: AND MAIN RiVERS
28 March to 31 March

At 0100 on the 28th of Narch the 80th Inf Div (Reinf) jumped off to force
croaaings of the RHINE and MAIN Rivers and selize bridgeh;ada for the pnaaag;e of

A



~ taet with elements of the 9th Armd Div, of the First U, 5. Army.

A
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the XX Corps, this being accomplished, to continue the attack to the N and M.
' 28th March

317th Inf; The 24 Bn crossed the RHIN: R in assault boats from MAiINZ and
reached the far shore in the vicinity of KASTEL and UUSTHLIM. Strong resis-
tance met the asszulting troops when they reached the far shore; this resis-
tence consisted principally of smell arms fire and direct fire from high
welocity AA weapons. This resistance was reduced during the morning and KASTEL
and KOSTHEIM captured. Later in the period the 2d Bn moved to BItBRICH. The

~ 1st Bn followed the 2d Bn across the RHINE R and immediately attacked to

seige BIKBRICH. Having cleared BI%BRICH, the lst Bn continued the attack to
the NE and captured “I:iSBADEN. The 3d Bn initially in Regtl hes, crossed the
RHIN: R, and attacked to the N and selzed ERBENHF I¥ and BIERGTADT. \

318th Inf: Initially the 318th Inf remained in Division Reserve. During
the late morning the 318th Inf grossed the RHING R in LCVPs and LCViis into the
bridgehead established by the 317th Inf. The lst and 3d Bns immediutely -
attacked to the N and seized IGST.LT and AUBINGLN. The attack was continued
during the night and made good progress. The lst Bn followed the 33 Bn in Regtl
Reserve.

The 80th Cay Ren Tr crossed the RHIN: and moved to the N establishing econ-

31¢th Inf: The 319th Inf crossed the FHING R on the XII Corps bridge in
the vicinity of OPPENHEIM and closed into an assembly area in the vicinity of
BISCHOFHEIM on the 27th of March., At 280100 March the 2d and 3d Bus attacked
and forced crossings of the MAIN R. The 24 Bn crossed in the vicinity of
BISCHOFSHEIM and seized HOCHEIM and DELKINHEIM. The 3d Bn forced a crossing
at RUSSELSHEIM and captured VICHER, MASSENHKIM and FLORSHEIM. The 1lst Bn, in
Regtl Reserve, crossed the MAIN and closed into an assembly area at HOCHEIM.

2§th March
The 317th Inf, in Division Reserve, mopped up in the bridgehead and then
moved into asseémbly areas. The lst Bn assembled in VWEISBiD:N, the 2d Ba in

" BIEBRICH, and the 3d Bn in BIERSTADT. .

The 318th Inf mopped up their zone of advance and went into an assembly '

area in the vicinity of NAURUD prepared to be motorized and follow the advance

of the 6th Armd Div,
319th Inf: The lst Bn moved by motor to KOWICSTEN and captured the town.

The 24 Bn continued tie attack to the NE and captured the towns of DIEDENBERGHLR,

MARSHEIM and HOPHEIM. The 3d Bn advanced rapidly to the NE against scattered
resistance and captured BAD SODEN. _ .

The 16th Cav Gp crossed the RHINE R and was attached to the 80th Inf Div,
The 19th Swuadron of the 16th Cav carried out the group mission of screening
the left flank of the advance of the 80th Inf Div.
30th March

The 317th Inf remained in an assembly area in the vicinity of BEEBRICH.
The 318th Combat Team was attached to the 6th Armd Div,
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The 319th Inf moved by moter to GROSSEN BUSECH and went into an assembly
gnapnpared for further movement to the NE.

The 80th Cav Ren Tr reconnoitered the left flank of the some of advance
of the 80th Div. The lst Plat captured over two thousand five hundred (2500)

prisoners during the day.
‘ 3lst March

 The 317th and 319th Inf Regts continued to advance rapidly to the N tewards
the city of KASSEL following and movrping up in the gone of advance of the = -
6th Armd Div, The 318th Inf remained attached to the 6th Armd Div.’

‘ During the four days, 28 Marck to 31 March, the 80th InJ Div established
& bridgehead across the RHINk dnd MAIN Rivers for the XX Corps and advanced
repidly to the NE to the vicinity of KASSEL. Seven thousand six hundred and
fifty-six (7556) prisoners were captured diring the four days of the operation.

A, G. ELEGAR
Lt Col, GSC.
AC of S, G=3,




