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. AFTER ACTION REI'ORT

. 80TH INF/NTRY DIVISION
DECE ‘FER 1944

PREFACE

At 't.he beginning of the period covered by this report advance elements of the
Division were ogcupying the high ground West of Prarrebersneiler (r3657). Tem-
porary defensive positions had been occupied after the advance from the Seille R,
to the above location East of St Avold.

First

The 80th Infantry Division continued to occupy temporary defensive positions,
regrouping its forces and resting its personnel. ‘

Division Artillery fired fifty-two (52) missions.
- Mve (5) prisoners were captured,
Second

e

I_In_its continued to occupy positions, regroup forces and service e--:uiﬁment. -
Division Artillery fired seventy-five (75) missions.
Four (i) prisoners were captured.
| Third
Preparations were made for contimuing the attack to the East.
Boundaries were readjusted with the 6th Armored Division on the South flank.

Elements of the 6th Armored Division relieved elements of the 2d Battalion
318th Infantry Southeast of Henriville (Q3656). : ‘

. Patrols operated deep into hostile territory.
Division Artillery fired seventy-three (73) missions.
Sixteen (16) pri_somra-‘uare captured..

Pourth

The 318th Infantry launched a coordinated attack 0730! to seize Pfarrebergseiler
(03657), Tentelingen (Q4156), and Kochern (r3661). This attack was preceded by
a fifteen (15) minute artillery preparation. One (1) Company of the 702d Tank
Battalion and one (1) Company of the 610th Tank Destroyer Battalion were attached
to the 316th Infantry and supported the attack.. The attack porceeded according
to plan., Objectives were seized. Pfarrebersweiler (Q3657), Tentelingen (Q4156)
and Kochern iu3661) were liberated. Three-hundred-twenty-seven (327) prisoners

were captured during the operation.
Division Artillery fired thirty-seven (37) missions.




The &t+ack was supported by fire by the 319th Infantry.
The 317tk Infartry remained in Division Reserve,
Fifth

- Upon the capture of the Division Objective the 318th Infantry organized
the position for defens:. -

The 2d Cavalry Group continued to protect the Division left flank and
cleared the town of Freyming (3161). -

Division Artillery fired one-hundred-fifty (150) missions,

The 317th and 319th Infantry Regiments continued to maintain defensive positions.

Sixth

The 318th Infantry maintained its positions and establishied contact with
the 6th Armored Division on the right and the 2d Cavalry on the left.,

The 317th Infantry remained in Division Reserve.

¥ 6‘1'1)113 319th Infantry extended its position to the Worth oc supying Ioferlebaph
(w3361). : . N

‘Patrols were active to determine enemy dispositions.
Division Artillery fired fifty (50) missions.
The 610th Tank Destroyer Battalion was released from s.tachment,

The 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop maintained contact between the 80th
Infantry and the 6th Armored Divisions _ S

‘ - Seventh '
The 80th Infantry Division was ordered by XII Corps to a yvest area in the
vicinity of 5t Avold. ’ .

, Thej6th Armored Division relieved front line units and the LOth Division
closed into assigned areas-1710A. i :

Three '(3) Field Artillery Battalions remained in positions ‘¢ respond to
calle for fire from the 6th Armordd Division, _ -

The 313th Field Artillery Battalion moved to Fomtenay (£732) o participate
in a demonstration of the Posit Fuze. .

: The relief of the 80th Infantry Diviséon by the 6th Arrored Divisio: ter-
minated the 80th Infantry Division's one-hundred-second (1¢2d) oonsecutivs day
of contact with the enemy. The 2d Cavalry Group was releazed from attachmen.
to the 80th Infantry Division.

“Bighth to Fifteenth (Inclusive)

During this period units of the 80th Infantry Division contunked to re-
habilitate and train personnel and service eguipment. -
- Plans were.made for future opérations. R N
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December

Division Artillery (less 313th Field Artillery Battalion) remained in position.
and responded to calls for fire from the 6th Armored Division.

Sixteenth
Upon Orders received from XII Corps the Civision began movement to a forward
assembly area in the vicinity of BINNING (06549) preperatory to launching an
attack to the North to breach the SIKGPRIED LINE in the ZWRIBRUCKLN area,
Seventeenth

Units of the 80th Infantr;)r Division closed in the Forward /ssembly Area in
the vicinity of BINNING (06549). '

Eighteenth .

The 319th Infantry relieved elements of the 25th Cavalry Squadron in the ..
Southern half of the Division Zone,

_Orders were received from XII Corps alerting the Division for movement to
the North to concentrate in the vieinity of LUXEMBOURG (P8491) to assist in

repelling the hostile attack in the Zone of the VIII Corps. _

During the night 18-19 Cec the 319th Infantry was rellieved by elements of
the 12th Armored Division. ,

Nineteenth
The 80th Infantry Division began movemen® by motor to a Forward Assembly
Area in the Zone of the 4th Infantry Division. The Divisicn was assigned to
the III Corps. _
' Twentieth

The 80th Infantry Division Command Post opened at the Headquarters of the
Lth Infantry Division at LUX:MBOURG (P3491) at OZ00A,

Field Order Number 22 was issued directing the occupatioh of a Reserve
Battle Position in the Zone of the 4th Infantry Division. _

The 80th Division wnits closed into designated sectors.
. | Twenty=first
Occupation of the Reserve Battle Position continued.
The 610th Tank Destroyer Battalion was attached to the 80th Infantry Division.
The 808th Tank Destroyer Battalion was releaséd from attachment.

Preparations were made to attack to the North to repel hostile forces -
adwancing on the City of LUXEMBOURG. .

Forces were regrouped and units vers prepared to advance at 220600A.




Twenty-second .

The 80th Infantry Division advanced to the North at 0600A with the 318th
-and 319th Infantry Regiments abrea.st*- the 317th Infantry in reserve. .

( '1'!)19 318th Infantry gained contact with hostile forces South of ETTLLBRUCK
P8240). .

The 319th Infantry first contacted hostile clements in MLRZIG (P7538).
Heavy fighting developed at ETTELBRUCK.

MERZIG (P7538) and NIEDERFEULEN (P7941) were captured by the 319th Infantry.
One~hundred-twenty-five (125) prisoners) were captured.

In this action great quantities of enemy material wereidestmyed and heavy
casualties inflicted. The enemy forces attempting to advance to the Southwest
were completely repulsed.

Twenty-third

The at‘lﬁack continued to the North, During the night 22-23 December the 24
Battalion 319th Infantry advanced to the North to seize HEIDLRSCHEID (P74kk).

The 317th Infantry passed through the 318th Infantry and advanced on
BOURSCHEID(PBOLT) . _

The 318th Infantry reverted to Division. Reserve with the mission of contain-
ing E'I"I'ELBRUCK (P74L)) and protecting the Aivision right flank.

HEIDERSCHI-ID . (p7/:L4) was seized and cleared at 1100A.
The 3d Tattalion 319th Infuntry seized 1 Dink (p?Sh?).
" The lst Battalion selz d the hirh er sund Southwest of Kill il (p7846).

. During this action the 702d Tank Battalion destr:ycd three (3) encmy tinks.
The 610th Tank Destmyer Battalion destroyed tea (10) enemy tanks ‘

Thmc-hundra--d-ninet.y (39C) prisoners were cupt.ured.
Seven (7) xilometers of ground were zained.
Twenty-fourth

The enemy counterattucked HEIN,i'3C.LID during the morning. This aituek wzs
repulssd and heavy eneny losses were inflicteil. - '

The enery also launched an attack apzinst the lst Battalion 319th Infantry
"~ position Yest of "rH LY. This attzck was repu .sed.

The 318th Infantry (- 3d Batt.al:.on was atizched to the Lth An orec Division
-and be ~an movement to t.he B. STOCML area. (See Annex No 1,)

The 33 Fattalion 318th Infant-rt continued Lo contain hostile forcea in
E'?TELB‘ UucK. ‘ _ . . -




Twenty-fourth .

Thirty-nine (3S) priscners were cuptured.

Twenty-fifth
The att:ck wus continued_. . : -

The 317th Infantry after ressing through the Zone of the 318th Infantry
launched an attack with the lst anu 2d Patialions to seizc KEHIEN (p7846) and
BOU*SCH:ID (p8O47). Due to heavy emimy resistunce znd extremerly rug-ec terrain
the towns were not captured.,

The 31Stk Infantry continued the altock and seized I EL (p7€47).

Heévy artiller;»' concentritions hed been rl ced on T .:EiUCY in addition to
direct fire from elemnts of the 610th Tank Destruyer Battolion zn the 'Q.d
Tank Eatt.alion. Hostile troors not destroved by these fires vacated 2TTELLE UCH .

Elements of the 3d Batt:lion 318th Infuntre entereo BELLACICK and
estaoblished listenin - posts.

The £10th Tank Destr.yer Dattalion destr.vec two () enexy tanke, one (1)
cargo truck «nd one (1) Half-trock.

The 7024 Tank Battalion de stroved threc (3) enemy half-trucks -nd four (4)
anti-tank =uns.

Cne~hundred-eight (108) oriscners “ere cartured.
Twenty-sixth

- The 317th Infantry held ground rreviosusiy geined and Olltpost‘ed the LLLL R,
vieinit> of 1 TTHLENUCK, '

One~hun: red-forty-two (142) rrisoners were captured.

Division iirtillery in sun—ort of Infantr'y Reg rent: firec one-~hundred-
£ift -twe (15:’) missions.

The 80Lh DMdvision wus asuined to XII Corrs.

Tl"PITt-',Y-SEVEnth

£

The 317th Infe ntry oceupled and ruintained dp“ensive rositions !cst of
iTahkl Nn

The 3¢ Ea! talion 318th 1 fantrv patrolled 1 )'” 207 s0d reinteined defen—
give rosil ions.

The (:-nr:r.qr launchad 2 cuourterett: o rn:ncb.e v e scize I Tla. The 18t
batnalion 3.0Lh Iafartry repulsed this ebtoer intlic i heavy en & .088€8.

Forty-eight (4€) prisoners wer: cuptured.
Twenty-eiphth

The £0th Division te:porarily assumc¢ the fefensive as cirected by X1I Corps.




LY

- (p7648).

o 18th Infantry (- 3d Bsttalion) was released from uttichment to the 4th
&rmorzﬂenzviaion and be,zan movement to its asserbly area in the vicinity of
COL. iRk (pB135). .

The enemy azzin launched a counteratteck against the 1lst Baﬁtalion 31%th
{nfantr_v positions Northeast of ..INGi L. This attadk was rerulsed with heavy
osses, ‘

 Division Artillery fired one-hundraﬂ-thirteen (113) missions.
Since the beginnin: of the £0th Infantry Bivisions attack of Zc Dec, sixteen
(1€) miles of ,:round were gained, twenty (40) encmy tanks destroyed and one-
thorsand-six-hundred-ei htv-two (1682) prisoners were cartured. By this zction the
thraat to L 170G was eliminated.
Twenty-ninth

Infantny_ﬁeéiments continued to maintain and strengthen defunsive rositions.

Diviston fr4illery fired oné-hundred-thirteen (113) missions in support of the
defense, '

Thirtieth
The enemy 3igain attemnted to seize the hirh griund in the vicinity of RINGhi.
Again the counteratt:ick was repulsed, and heavy losses inilicted on the
enenmy.
Forty (40) -risoners were captured.
Division frt-llery fircd one-h-mdred-fifty (150) missions.
Thirty-first ’

Defensive rositions were maintained znd improved.

Infentry Tegiments petrolled argressively to determine enemy dispositions and
identificatiors. : ,

Divisica Artillery supported the difense by firing one-huncred-four .(104)
missions.

Thir.y-four (34) prisoners-wer: cuptured.

G: NLRAL _ .

During the month of December two-thousand-seven-hundred-forty-seven (am7)
prisoners were captured and thirty-five (35) enemy tanks destroyed by 80th Division
units. , o

, Since the Division became Operational it has captured alevoﬁ-thousaad—fourv
hundred-seventy-six (11476) prisoners and destroyed one-hundred-nine (109) enemy tarks.

AOG' EIEGAR
9 Lt Col, GSC,
' ‘AC of S,G=3,

ANHEk - After Action Rgﬁgr@ -.coga:{é;_époratianh of 318th Inf (minus) during its




