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April 1945 proved to beLom'!!;o!% %E% : a.ct!!:i.w, uctive and color-

ful months of the 80th Infantry Division's history. course of combat

" carried the Division North from WIESBADEN to KASSEL, with its great arsenal;

| mmsommmttoommumgmmunmmubnm

through the reil center of BRFURT; WEIMAR (birthplace of the German
) with its BUCHEMVALD concentration camp; JENA with its ZEISS
works; GERA, key traffic center of GERMANY; and to the outekirts of CHEMNITZ,

' _Germany's textils capital. Then a switch to the South brought us to rest

in the Kasi shrine of NURNBERG.. From here we attached South vo REGENSBURG3

| orossed the "Elus" DANUEE and contimued pursuit South across the ISAR River

. of Bemolitions, road cratering, blown bridges, defendsd road blwcks and .

''$2, 318 prisoners through the division cage. Worthy of note in this comection '
was the utter disregard by PWs of security consciousness - enlisted aen and .
. ' . . \ ¢ e

vicinity LANDSHUT. N

Enemy resistance was comprised of elements and remmants of a few veter-
an divisions and innumprable miscellansous units, slapped together in one
last defensive effort before capitualation. Key terpain features were de-
fended with suieidal resistance to the last. _

It 1 noteworthy that Gersan artillery was almost pon-existant. Sev-
moderately heavy consentrations were received during the attack of . .
: but elsewhere only light and -scattered artillery was receiwwd.
 Considersble tank sctivity was experienced during the first half of
the month. Enemy air activity was a daily occurrence, bo joiuse was made

mmuemummmdm_mmm\'-m.
During April the S0th doubled its previous FW total cownt, provessing

officers alike.
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April 1st found the 80th Division South of KASSEL on the Third US
- XX Corps left flank. Opposing our forces were elements of the 166th

"and 356th Infantry Divisions plus many miscellansous units including replace-

ment, anti-aircraft and Landesschustzen battaliohs. Fierce resistance from

enemy small arms, automstic weapons, mortar and direct fire weapons met

- our attacking fordes North of the EDER River. Towns and key terrain feat-

upes were used as strong points. The enemy made use of blown bridges and .

other defensive works to slow our Northwaid advance to KASSEL. NIEDER.

ZVEHREN, “ELLERODE, DENNHAGEN and GUZHAGEN were captured during the day.
April 2-3 the attack of KASSEL continued against stubborn and deter-

' mined enemy resistance. The enemy coimter-attacked with five tanks and an

unknown number of infantry at 0309208 from Northwest VOLILMARSHAUSEN. This
attack was quickly repulsed without loss of ground and with heavy losses
imposed on the eremy. During the afternoon of 3 April, resistance slackensd
semewhat in intensity as our forces entered KASSEL propsr and cleared two
thirds of the city by dark. Over 130C PWs were captured during the day and
the remaining pockets of resistance in the ity were being mopped us. Two
bridges over the FULDA River were captured intact and many towns were
cleared throughout the Division sone of advance. '

At O41230B, General Major (US Brig Gen) ERXLEFEN, Comanding General,

- of the EASSEL Gargison, surrendered himself and his emainixg 400 men to our

f@mea. ‘Ih.ts culminated the battle for KASSEL.

- As our attack continued to the North and East, strong points of re-
sistance were encountdred Vic NIEDERKAUFUNGEN, N IFRINGSHAUSEN and SIMMERS-
HAUSEN where dug in tanks and infantry slowed our advance. At OL164L5B,
an estimated 200 enemy infantry counter-attacked from vicinity SIMMERSHAUSEN

but were repulsed. During the day a bag of 3047 prisoners of war were cap-
tured raising the total number of PWs captured during the KASSEL operation

to 5,954, _ i .
- on$s April at 00458 an wnknown nuuber of enemy counter-attacked our

positions from the vicinity of SIM{RSHAUSEN. . The attack was broken up by

artillery fire before contact was made. Enemy tanks supported by infantry,
cortinued active on “he division front. Heavy small arms and aut<matic

shoons fire ¥Was received from dug in positions on the high ground vicinity
HILL, HEILIGENRCDE and S GEN. Moderate artillery fire

fell on our forward elemerts dmring the day, _ '

(6 = 17 April 1945) |
67 April nc sontact with enemy was made during the 80th Division's

‘move to a new sector East of GOTHA, preparatory to cne of the most important
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and effective driven through Germany in the Division‘s colorful history.

: On 8 April the 80th continued the attack te ths Basi.. ‘Small groups
_ ,of enemy infantry wers cbserved along the Division front. 3amll armms
'and bazooka fire were received from South of GIERSTADT (J16%5). Enemy
. tanks were observed on the Division front and enemy air was actuive

' throughout the day.

April 9-12, amall ariss, sutomatip wwapoms, anbi-sireraft and mortar
fire met our forces attacking the North, Vest and Scuth approadhes of
"ERFURT. The ERFURT garrison consisted of a divisiornal size combat leam

under the name of FELLER. CT FELLER consisted of C¥ OPITZ, CT CRAU, 7lst .
' Pz Grenadier Replacement Battalisa, 4O5th March Batialion, Z.b.v. 124 1
Airport Opns Co, Alarn Co HINDERSLEEEN and other miscellaneous units.

T R

.- Stiff and determined resistance was encounterec; two enemy counter- e
- attacks of infantry and srmor were lsuached from the South against . ¥
KILTANI and a third was received at the Southerr outskirts of ERFURT at - S
1317458. All counter attacks were repulsed and by rightfall of April
11th, our forward elements were fighting their way jrnto the Southeran
- outskirts of the town, clearing the town of enexy ine following efening
. after fierce fighting during the day. o .

On 12 April at 1%00E, VEIMAR, seat of the -defunct WEIMAR REPUBLIC,
product of Vorld War ¥, surrendered without a fight to the 319th Infantry
after the following uhtimatum had been given the cozmander of the garri- R
. gon defending the town: ) , -

HEADCUARTERS AMERICAN TROOPS
before
WEIMAR S )
11 Aprdl 1945

To Commandexr of Troopa,'Diatrict of Veimar, German Aimy.

Py

: _ ' The Third American Army sdvances once more triumphantly.
- We propose to pass through this district and through the historic
' city of Welmar, ' : ' '

 Inasmuch as our superlority is now overwhelming, as your - Loy
}  high leaders are requiring you to fight needlessly, the honorable '
byt undonditional surrender of Weimar and of the troops in it
vieinity is demended forthwith. ' .

Therefore, in order to save the city of Vaimar unnecessary
destruction and to prevent the further shedding of blood, you will
accept this offer at once. Send an emissary at once to the place
directed by the bearer. '-

The rules of the Geneva Convention will be strictly adhered -
; %0 in all matters. An affirmatife answer must be received at the

' place directed by the bearer at 0830, 12 April 1945 or Weimar will
- be deatroyedo ~ . e

S . The American Commander of Troops
-3~ . '
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_ .15 April our forward elements approsched the ingtriirts of JENA, a key
‘industrial city of cestral Germany. Local strong pojnis and defended road-
‘bloecks harassed our advence with swall arms, automatic weapons and bazooka
 Pire., By evening JENA had fallen to frlendly forces. ' ,

; 14 April our forces approached.the perimeter of CLRA where stugborn .

- opposition was encountersd until the town was cleaved in the early afternoon.
' Copsiderable eniper firé was mst from 13clated bayds of smewy in woods and
key points along our axis of advemce and im scailexsd localities.” Direch

fire weapons harassed ovr forces in the MNerthern portisn of the Divislion zons.
A large enomy ammunition supply peint ectimatsd ten kilomsters square, was L
captured in the vicinity of TAUTENHAIN, Co o

o0 1517 April, the 8Cth Division continuved iis abiuck to the outskirts of
CHEERITZ.. The enemy offersd fierce opposition in GRAUCHAU with swall amms,
- auwtomatic weapons and bigeobs fire. & perticular stmvng point developed in
- the GRUENBATTEN llotel whnich hald owt mnbil late afternoba of 15 April,
’ CRIMMI?SCHAY vwas cleared of cremy during the day. As owr troops advanced
. closer o CH/MHIIZ mere doliberats encmy deitnces werv ma%, conslstlng of
" defended readblocks, bic@ bridgss, ninud roads and cnemy in dug in defensive
positions. On 17 April our pairols to tho cubasivts of CHEMNITZ met amall
arms and automatic weapens firs.  An vibimetum wes sert by courder to the
GHEMNITZ Garrison Commerdsr to surrender; the ultimatum was returned uniopened.
S . R E R E E R E R R R , - -
© ¢ 18-78 April, the £0th Division remained in SHAEY Regerve in the vieinity
of MURNBERG. Here Zn the Nazl Shrive; tho £0th €10 o tachment arrested '
. several old-time party figures. To siart the sexies, Kuwrd HENNCH, pa-ty
‘member #200, was found in the local jail psying the puice of disaffectiom.
Yhen he returned to BURMBUBG in 1949 from fighting the Bolskhsviks in ESTONIA,
' _he found five men who k2d formsd 2 modes!, crganivation: Lo help restore the
-~ ity to its. pre-war proeparity; these were Kriminal Iispector FEY, Otto STAHL, L
. Ludwig KAKFER, BINES, ard MERZ. They soun persuaded joung Julius STREICHER to -
. become their spokemman, In a-fow years they joined forzes with a promising
organization of the samec ideals being formed in MUNICH by one ADOLF HITLULR.

.’ IENNOH showed the way to the home oif Otto ST:HL whe was arrested there with
. his nephew Fritz. The latter was the proud possessor of the Blood Medal .
“{Hlutarden) for his part in the ¢33 putch, more sucesssful than the one in
whigh he and HITLER had participated at the MUNICH bsor hall in 1923. Both

SHAHLS had long since bzen dropped by the wayside by “he Nazi leaders who hed
gone on to do things far bayond the dreams of the orizinal NURNBURG five. i
" Next arrested was Ludwig KARFER whose racial philosophies had given birth
to such ideologies as the Supsrman myth, :{‘,hp Iﬂm”lﬂ'oim of Jm’. and the H’é
~ enslavement of Europs's minorities. Fe was led to the FYE still professing
. his belief that the Jews had betrayed humanity and sold Jehova down the river. - -
| PRY, PINS sud MERZ wer all found 4o have gone the way of all good i
Germans, either by suicide or slaughter, leaving only STREICHER wnaccounted N
: for; O agents reached his lwxurious country astate while it was still =~~~ . .

. hintact. Julius and his young bride of ten days had flown off in his airplar®
L ¢o ¢ for-a honeymoon, and perhaps death tryst, im the National Redoubt. The story
_ ___nynendminstobeﬁdd.- ' . _ o




29-30 April the 80th Division launched an attack South toward tha ISAR

_ Rfver. Only light and sporadic resistance was cofferad as nany towns were .

- clesared of enemy. All bridges across the ISAR in the division zone were

' blown by the enemy in an effort to stall our advance. In our assault cross-
ing of the ISAR River on 30 April, only light resistance consisting of small

| amms end automatic weapons and self-prcpelled guns firing on our forward

. elements from Southeast of the river wes encountered. All towns North of

. the river in the division zone and MA!G{ING in owr bridgehead across the

l I&AR were cleared of enemy at the close of the pericd. '

Y.~ SPEGIAL SKCTIORS
 Publde m;ag' ons Section
R ) Gw Ca rna ing |
In Iddit;lon to mlrtine releases the Division Piblic Relations Ofﬁ,.ﬁ.
. prepared 5 radio programs and 4 news stories. Routine duties included the

. release of 50 human interest stories, 728 decorations, 449 citations and 51
o prmot:l.ma submitted to appropriate agencies.

_GIC Deta@ nt
0/C Det = Captain Thog_:_aa McMillen

The 80th CIC Detachment gnjoyed its busiest month during April, 1945.

. Operations erbraced the important and historic cities of KAS(EL, GOTHA, ERFURT

- YEIKAR, JENA, GEFA-and NURNBURG: Among thosa arrested wore several members
! of the Gestapo and Abwshr, Nazi officials cop the Cau and Kresis levels, the

. 8D chisf of GERA, snd a handful of early Party fanatics at the Nazi Shrine

' of NORNBURG. In all, 2383 arrestees were ovacuated «.hmngh Pw channols,

: 'brsqld.na down as follows:

/

Vehrmaoht members in civilian clothing 30

- Palitical prisoners for :tnto&msnt T OusY
- Security arresis - 8%

_ Agents and atupacts Lo 3

__ Total mmber of prisoners processed during the month of April: -32,318.
; Even through the Diviesion had succeeded in doubling its take dufing the

" month of Marchj it was able to do so orce mere during the month of April,

; mtha&iteﬂnhuidthe?ﬁ%ofthapmommhawbeencaptmdnm
. the Diﬂ.aion haa been fighting on G-emn soﬂ. ,
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“in last minute utandsmdbelongsdtoﬁzplhs AA PBns, whoulandadm:‘.ni
strative wnita.

this month s the divisi.cm alao enpt.umd sevaral. General Officers

' During ,
5Mﬁummm,cm1ngmmlofthemm@m _
. The caliber of troops encountered deterioreted on & slidihg acalo from rem-

nmts of weteran divisions to 20 m:lnu’c@ combatl teamn,

The security unconscicusness of s :I.ncmaaad {n the sams proportion so
" that the interrogators spaei.alimed on officers and toward the end of the

Z month interrogated no less than Field Grads officers, with umexpscted results.

2B Tean 434 -
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. Aside from the. usual weokly publications Uhe i‘t:l..mwﬂ.ng m;jects wre
~written up by the tean during April: - : _

1 Am-jl = 356th mfant.ry Dirision

1 April - OF Estimate of G rrison of KASSEL -

3 April - 166ta Infantry Division -

2 April - Miscallsneous Order of Batila Notes
- 10 April - OB Estimate of Ggrrison of EAFHIL

12 april - Spéeial Interrogation Repert

25 April -~ OB BEstimate of MATIONAL R.LD{“.]R{

25 April --.0B Estimgte of Eneny Unite cn 1X Uorps ‘ont

A member of this team took part ir a specisl inierrcgation &t t :

? Division Clearing Station which fesulted in the locstion of Higher Ge

Diviaio:; CIC Detachment, which at one tims, led Lo the diacovery of a plot =

..[

’ BT HIITOMM

; Detachment and IF¥ Team #75,° At varifovs times during the month MII furnished

. headquarters. At njmerous times services of this team werd furnished to the

t.o 'blw l.lp the Autcbahn brid,ge at GERi; the plol wee .,hwa.r%ad ]

94 I%LﬁEmhRsp_gg&

Du\'ing the month of April, this “eam was atiactod in part to 80th CIC-
valusble information f rom civilian sovurcez as to the lacation of important

:3 civilian and military inetalj.ationn in ths towne of ZRFURT, WEIMAR, JENA,

GERA and GHE&;HITZ
‘é?.
ZG 'i‘gam Cam,g Kichae] Darh:[n

During April many sorties of the 80th Division zone of advance were

; received, annotated and distributed to the divisionmal wnits. Six mosaics

- were made from basic cover received of the areg Zast of GOTHA. A road
- study of the Reichs Aubobahn from GOTHA East to JENA was completed from
obsliqms received of this arca.

SR - ,6; —

A great number of the pr:!.soners captured. durim, April had been om-d.ttnd P
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© Mosalos were prepered of ERFURT, WEDMAR and JENA%nd a study of the
water supply system of ERFURT was made. Five sets of photos-of tha GERA

ares were received on 13 April, which sets were interpreted, annotated and

. aistributed. ILittle evidence of orgenized defenses were found from these
photos which were used meinly for road bridge . -~m studies.

"Ly April five sets of photos wers recelived of the area in the vieinity
of LIMBACH. 20 April, 11 sorties were received of the XX US Corps area :
' South from NURNEURG, and studies of the lerrain, roads and bridges were
. undertaken for the Division Engineers. A study of the DANUEE River from
KELHEIM to STRAUBING was also completed for the Engineers. . -~

. .Due %0 the marshy terrain on the Nortli side and steep banks of the South
side, a study of the ISAR River crossing was made from verdicals and obliques.
29-30 April photos of the IHN River wers annotated and distributed., A river
study was made for the Engineers. Interpretaiion of photos revealed no
. organized defenses in the Division sector with the sxception of a few unoceu-
" .pled AA positions and flak towers surrounding industrial areas South of -
RICHARD R. FLEISHER

N . Lt. Colonel, G.8.C.
' : AC of S, G=2,




