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AFTER ACTION REPORT
811TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
Period 23-30 November 1944

PART 1

Section I - Introduction.

1, Campaign 1s the current caampaign in western Europe.

2. The fallowing are the maps and references used by this Battalion, minus
Campany A, lst Reconnaissance Platoon, attached to CCB, 9th Armored Divisions Northern
France, Belgium, Holland 1944 GS, GS, 4ils index 46 ~ 1/25,000 sheets 6003, 6004, 6005,
alc2, 6lu3, allw, 8105, 6202, 6203, 6204, 6205, 6302, 6303, 6304, 6305. The following
maps were used by company At 1/25,000 Germeny 5502, 5503, 5504, 5505, 5602, 5603, 5604,
5605! 5702, 5703, 570“, 5705, 5&2’ 5&)3, 580‘, 5&5, 5902, 5%3, SW‘, 5905, GS) Gs
o], index No. 44, 81-NTS, 93-NTS, GS, GS 4L16, AMS, MCL1, 1044, 1/200,000, T1, U1,
V1, 107, (N&S, Freance and Belgium)1/200,000 Mons-luxembourg Sheet No. kL.

3. The 3attalion Commander for this period was Lt Col A. R. BROWNFIELD, FA, and
the Company commaniers were as follows:

CAFT HaNRY J, CRONIN, TD, Company A,

CAFT FRANCE B. McCONKIE, TU, Company B,

CAFT DAVID 5, QLLINS, TD, Company C,

CAPT SAMUSL A, PARSONS, TD, Reconnaissance Company, -
CAIT HOWARD F, CLARKE, JR., T, Hq & Hq Company.

Section II - Statistical ista.

The following is the statistical information regarding personnels

1. Fersonnel losses 23-30 November - 2

2, Personnel Replacements 2:i-3J November - 5 B and 2 Officers.

3. Prisonsrs of Nar taken - hone.

4e Vehicular losses 23-30 November - None.

5. Vehicular Heplacements 23-30 November - None.

6. Ammunition xxpenditures - 2,J3Y rounds of Ha, 9 rounds of smoke,

Section 111

aAfter a weex's intensive preparation, this Battalion minus Company A and one
reconnaissance platoon closed into prepared indirect fire positions and came under
the coatrol of Livision artiliery, 9th Armored Uivision. Company B was located as
follows: lst Flatoon, (5X0,283-332.957), 34 Flatoon (500.559-333.452). The Company
C positions were as tollows: 1st Flatoon {501.0604-333.259), 2d Flatoon (502.207-333.532)
3d ilatoon (501.243-334.060). Companies = and C closed into positions by 1640, 23
November. Heacquarters Company was located in lonsdorf, and Reconnaissance Company at
christnach, D5Secause of bad weather, which prevailed, no attempt to register was
rossible until 25 November. Both companies fired unsuccessfully, for all rounds were
unobserved, and no positive results were possible. During this atteapt it was cloudy,
and visibility was only fair, vompany B was able to register in the first attempt an
the Joth, and thebase point was a house, which was not visibly damaged. Company C
attempted to register several times, but results were undetermined because of poor
visibility. Later in the day, however, both companies fired on targets of opportunity
including snemy troops. Juring the ewening hours harassing fire was fired periodical-
ly, with results unknown.

On the 27th corpany < fired an coancentration Ki20, (tow) and obtained good effect.
later in the day concentrations 5916, Kili were fired and were observed as direct hits
in town. -
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The weather remained bad generally, and sreat difficulty was experienced in
observing results of fire, Generally, fog and rain were common throughout the periad,
and because of the terrain the observers were hampered. The section fired into was
generally hilly and many of the targets were concealed in decp drawa and in heavii
wooded areas, Decause of extramely bad weather the 28th was completely unpreductive.
The 29th and 30th were devoted to harassing fires and numerous TOT's were fired.

Eneny actions were almost non~existent, with two exceptions. The lst and 3d
platoon of Company C were fired an briefly by an enemy patrol on the night of 27
Noveamber., This patrol was broken up amd partially captured later the same night by
other friendly troope. No evidence of any eneamy counter-battery fire was noted.

Company A moved into indirect fire positions 28 November under the control of
CCB, 9th Armared Division at the following locations: 1lst Flatooa (82.634-73545),
24 Platoon (82740-73570), 3d Platoon 1828,0-73596). They expended 263 rounds for the
period, which was used for registration, and haressing fires which were unobserved.

The missions of this unit were harassing for the most part, with few opportunities
for ocbserved fire. The fires were unobserved almost without exception. Final results
were necessarily unknown,.

Section IV

No comments are desired far tne period,

it Al b

Section ¥

Overlay used is contained in Part II.
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p Dy ey a ~ Jart Henry Je Soonin

: ' lst Lt =urton l. Sawser
i@ ury 3 ~ cap. France 3. Lclourds
g eny € ~ Capt Yavid Je. Collins

nen Se.anEny - sapt Samel i, Parccas

. . Eg . H3 Co = Cupt howard F, Clarie, Jr.
Capt Jonn lakel, Jr.

Seciion II - Staticstical Data.

off
l. nilled in action
Died cf wounds or Igjuries
. wounded or Iajured in action
Missing in action
Captured
Sick & Other Noa-Battle Loss

S IN &‘QH!\)'

fotal Losses
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2. Peoonnel replicements: .

do O

{
8 Uecemnke C
0
o)

(SN

12 December

o IOOI%
< ol

Total

t. Returned to Duty - 1, I
3. Frisousrs ol waer Tokaea:
1y deceaber - 1
5 2C vecexber - 3 -
: 22 Jecember - 2
- 23 Jecemer = 2

i Total 8

Le vebdeular Lozses:

Trailer, anlio, L=l9 11
Iruck 1/L Ton, uxh 3 4 4 1
crziler, 1 Teu, 2 :neel

. Hy Zen & 2 5 Totad

, Cur, armored, Utdlity, L=2C 2 7 9

Car, arwored, LIz, V-8 3 3

. Currisz-e, lowr, 7éan, 1-1E 4L 310 17

‘ Trailer 1/ fon, 2 wheel,

: Sar.,0 1l
5
7

n\w

: T o 1 1
b svaek, /4 Lea, bxi w/e, :
s 12 Vole Syotem 1 1 ‘
[ias - ~ ) .
, iack 2 1/2 on, oxb I S 1
“o el 4 7 13 525 55
. S5e Teiicul  ligplicementss
.0 vaniculr repl.cements received.
e  almnition Snaded:
: Toms, o - 5,357 !
- Toadiy ok - 149 .
& -~ - -~ .- !
o wl. 30U LG - 3‘),'\'4»4 i
. ke 32 LS - 17,749
R : Sule 30 it fle - 8,254 ;
o.le 5o Suivine - 4,756

: ale o xall - G0 g,
. 2Tum, o - 119

Shat, ofS - @
37:5, Canistaer - 12
Slmn, wortir, HE - 7c
wekets, Al, hodd - 126
Iraece, oT - 95
.ine, o, Hi, 204 - 154
iranace, Jand, Freg - 337 [/(¢
[}
‘ -2 -

CEFTRET o




v e e ——

o 5 o

Section III - Narrative

This Battalion less Company A, and one (1) Reconnaissance Platoon
continued it's mission of supporting artillery under ths control of
Division Artillery, Sth Armored Division., This miscion continued froa
the 1lst to 16th, inclusive, and 2,343 rounds were expended on haressing
and interdictory mis:cions, Iuch of this fire was necessarily unobserved
pecause of poor visibility. Fog and rain wuas predominant during this
pericd of the month, which made accuri:te reports of fire difficult to
the extreme, )

Considerable effect was obtained in fire on towns eact of the Sauer
idver. COne oil tank was observed to have been set efire at Neiderwals,.
and many buildings in disenach, =chternach, and sufrounding towns were
observed to hive besen set afire, and undoubtecly damaged, znd positive
results were ohtained,

Uuriny the period 13 to 1€ December an increasing number of German
patrols, planes ~nd gener.l activity became apparent, It became evident
that the eneyy wus becominz agrecsively active in this sector.

Cn 1. ieceaker, Company C, ond one platocn of reconnaissance attached
were ordered to G, 9th Arsored Uivision and coxe wrer ivs conrol and
woved to (¥305-813).

At this time the 8llth Tank Destroyer 3attalion (-) consisted of
Coapiry 3, Recon.alssance Coapany llead uesrters, one pl:itoon reconndssance,
cioneer plstoon, «nd Hewiguarters lompany (=),

at C5Cu hours on 1€ ecembear Gerran ertillery [ire in considerable
strensth began to £all in the Scheldgen, Consdorf area. ZIZneqy pat:ols
were reportud in strength in the are:, and the fo.ward observers were
either unzble tc reach COP's or did so with difficulty because of shelling
end heavy gcround activity., <aptain Farsons was imvolved in snemy action

which, b; this time, was obwviously serious and in deteriined strength. 7

-3 -
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“he usual incerdictory fire was carri-d sut torsuchout e Lormin .

A feirly hewvy arrtiliery concantration wis received ia Gensdorf st
speroximat=1y 1265, At 1450 orders were received to withdraw tw new
resitions zt (F4§5.60-333.93, in the vicinity of .clatdllig. Cozpany

5 was ordered to new indirect fire positions at (Fu§93.0:-334,78, for
rirst platoon, (F.95.07-334.C2; 2d Platoon, (F495.26~33L.47) 3d Platoon.
5-2 reported that the enexmy had attacked all alorg the VIl Corps [ront. i
In the imnediate sector the towns of Zardorf, Lauterborrn, Osweiler, and
;ic.f:weilgr are now held by the enemy. «aldbilliz was shelled at 0015, 17
Decembher 1944,

AT 1045 on the 17th an enexy force of estimated strength of one

regizent w.s reported advancing itrouth the draw cn our imsediate risht

flank to dulierthal., 4 reconnaissance patrol was recuested by Division
artiliery ‘o investizate and retake ‘mllerthel, lozpany Z was oCdered
into direct fire positions w0 repel a possitle armored attack.

-t 11X hours the Zzttalion care under control of 04, 9th armorec
Divisien. ouslling of our cositions contimued intermittierly,

ircop 2, 89th econnaissance i,uadron was ordered by the Commanding
Cilicer, Joa, to take conzrl of kullerthal and help contair the German
advarces. 3afore this was possible one platoon of Troop A, 89th Recon-
naissamce, viich was at that time in iullerthal was coopelled to with-
draw., At the instigition of the Sattalion Coamszender, 81::&. Tank Destrojer P
Sattalion, cn attack was plammed imdependently in conjuaction wits the '
reconnaissance elements of the 89th Reconrnaissance Siuadron to retake .
lllerthal,

! " The attack began at 1230 hours witk ons Flatoon of Company 3 moving *

/

donr the road inte the drav, with a screen of lismcunted personnel of 4

the 89th ..aconraissance Squadron. The remainder of the reconnaissance

elcoents wers to rttack dismounted over high ground into woods KE of 7g

vwaldoillige The leading destroyer of the first platoon was ;ut out of

< -l.-
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altion o, Taoon fire Lnt wn: Corte” vwere torwelled to vlthiriu,  he
: i aliste zi'2c wzs oS, tive Indi: iicin ol strength, ectinstel o e <
at le-st b e wnf 22 u.:nts of the force w.ore reforzad .nd the

sttaca resurei at 1307 Foxs it the resmiining

section, 2n. i.8:0un.:C zen proceeding doun the draw, an? the second

3

section to atiaci

dih we eleasats of disccunted msn over wne high growd,

lesuliss Jour rachine

o5 dariness fell ull el:pents ore withdrawn,
Jas telfinlisly luicc.ed out, znd 13 anemy dead. iiew estirzte of anany
strantth in draw - ons2 rattalion., CJutgoocts were :stakbl sied for the
Schte Lo 9l frowaflield was jiven comnd of the sector froa Mullerthal
o vooinity of Savelicra by C3a ixamier. Company £ hLad three .aen
wounded and four missinz. Lead usrters Somany hid tiro men wourded., at
this tilze one plitocn of Uivop ~ and Troop F, 89t Recoanaissanc: Szuadron
cam:uder wu. dion con‘.;'ol.
uriag the next ferr days artillery fire on our pesitions continued to
. pe heavy, and causad consideraole damage ¢ both persoanel axl equijaat.
. Lo direct attacks were received, but infora:tion indicated hesvy attacks

d
on surrounding slements. Tne time was speat in coansclddating ,/a'sr.ltrmgth-

ening position as well as possible for expected attacks. OQur artillery

gave constant support throughout iae period and hslped to amke our positions

tenatle.
. Ca the 19th in 2 coordinated effort, with the unit on our left, cne
platoon of Company B destroyed a fara house by direct fire, ami Kkilled ' -

and wourdsd an unknown muaber of the enesy. This made it possible fer
adjacent units to capture &l prisoners. At this time priscners were

. Mentified as being members of 5th Company, 988th Regiment, 276th VG
Division. They reported about 4O dead and waunied in the howse. The

had crossed the river op the lith and had received no suppliss due to '7?

the accuracy of artiliery and T fire,

~
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Bzcause of heavy pressure a plan of withdr.wal was proposed for
cll units, but the round would be held to the maximum degree. The
ri at flenk was st tic due to the pressure of friendly elements. '

On the corning of the 20th taree prisaiers from 7th Company, 2d
3, 98;?;*\ Regt, 276th Vi, wers taken by [roop 3, 89th Reconnaissance
S;:usdrons These men stated that they haa no tanks, and only horse

drawn “runsport.tion. Our artillery and Ti's fire was so effective

in lmllerthal Draw 42t one~half of {nelr company was killed or
woundeds, The division and reginenc commanders were also killed,
Ti.» deseription of ‘he éffect of our rires was sgraphically stark; it

wa. legeribed in the following wards: "ihe shrapnel was just like

wprles £allisg Zfros the trees®. The re:iment crossed the river on
“ua‘ay on cavles uni funned out to protect bridge construction,aftor
wrdcl they moved into the Lrav. The plan of attack was for the left
battelion to flank .aldLilli, with an attack on Christnach while
sinultaneously the ri ht battalion attacked aldbillig from the
ri-hte The uorule wasA coer ani asny men wished to surrerde.r, but-
vere thieatened with deutn by their officers,
at 1430 hours the eneqy infantry esticated to be one company supp.ort.ed

Cy two tenke attacked fronally fro: the directioa aof Haller at 968-338

and were reculsed.  The attack came on azeln at 1630 (approximately two

N

cogranies with t.ree more t.nks; and st darkness fell the enam +wdtndrew
luving approxisately X dead, ons tank Jestroyed sn. one prox.ble (con=-

fimmel oy arty La plane the following day). ¥ 4

Juving this aciion the rear ecihelon -ithdrew to luristaack, and

&t d.rkness the cazb:t elexants also v thdrew to high groundi Sw of

.
weldeillize Tnis bacame necessary because oo iasuificient infantry

out;0sts screen was put out.

C

(Q
D

Task “arce Juurberladi cozreosel of two infantiry coapanies, one

Tang coiprany, -2 ane field artill:erny catialicn, was arcered o

attecx aldiilldg oz 10 hours on 1 vecirmber 1944 and take
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high groumd. to the narth, panlng through our positions. Task Force -

Brownfield was to act as support for this operation, After two delays

the attack jumped off at 1030, and gained the town. TD's aupported

by direct fire from high ground. Because of infcntry casualties it be-
came necessary to withdraw at night fall into the positions of Task

Force Brownfield on high groun:b to southwest of Waldbilldig. During the
n—— night one company of 6lst Armd Inf Bn, 10th Armd Div, was brought forward
' to outpost the positions and provide necessary protection for oy armor. )
All troops came under control of Task Farce Xrownfield. T
During the following few days the situation became static with the -
enemy holding Jeldoiliig., One small enemy attackg was uounted on the

23d from draw on right flank, tut it wes beaten off. During this entire

! - periad our positions receilved almost constant srtillery and small arms |

- fire both in the forward positions and in the town of Christnach. One

4 j mortar rounmd landed inside the turret of a destrcyer, killing one mn

and wourdin, one,

The eneay contimisd to bring up artillery and rainforcements a2nd
tank activity wa~ reported throurhout the area. Our artillery contimied

to pound suspected enemy sun posiiions in and aroumd aldhillig,

R

Cn the morning of the 24th elements of the 1lth fegt, 5th Division,
began an attack through ouir cositions. At this time all of Task Farce
rrovnfield was alerted far ~overent. iurin- the day our -uns were in

direct support of the above mentioned atteck.

b 5T . b

At 2030 on the night of 25 December the hilleting party of this ’

organization and attached units left for Ztalle, Belziuw. The following
morning 21l of our unite vere relieved wnd departed for assannly area
at Schrondweiler, At this time cue to aAch'a.nge in orders CC4 wis criered
o Tionjuay, 3z_ lum, to support thz Lth amd Div. All units of Cla

: Jump=d
L gl

of in attack oa Sibret and Villeircux at C720 cu the 26th. Cne platoon of

b e s e Mot SRR K e

Soupany E, reconnalissance section attacned, were witi Tasx Force Karsteder,
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one plz ocon «md recormzissiance sec ion vith Tasx Sorcc Zollins, =rn”

Tack Torce Tisunfisld, sairesad of Low:iny 2, Slluk

T. i, Trolp 3 _nd

g of 29th Hen <y, Co.pany A, 9tk dngrs and racannal:icance of 11k Tuo
-1, rernined in rszarve uader the directicn of the Zootcliesn Ccuxanier,
ering the day all forwari elements moved to Vaux-Lei-Ro:i_ers.

The aission 0 Lie recerve w.s to protect the roed to Bestome with

. zctive petrols wnxd stlra.tigic&lly Frzced outposise During this Lize i
! those el ments of this organizetion vwith other Tasx Forces meniioned, |
supported them with direct fire sugport, ‘

_Tne fallowing acccu..t 1 tre repart of the zction of the Ist
rlatoon of voigany B with Tesx Force Kirsteder, in the vicinity of
Villerouxs

taround 060C haurs on the ..orning of the 30tk Sergeant Stacy
had sisntec either a Mark IV ar Mark V tauk direcily to his froat,

izmediately sivin, coumands Lo zunner, Corparal Haicher, the dsstroyer

s W swiftly fired three rounds of APC at approximate ranse of 600 yards.
. ALl thrse roumds hit their mark destroying the enemy tank completely. . !
' A few hours later at about 0900 hours, Sergeant Kucinski's des- -

troyer, and gunner, Corporal Rush, sighted a large tank at aprroxisate
range of 800 yards, With the first round of APC the tank was knocked : v

out am set afire., The infantry confirmed t:is and saild it was a

Mark VI tank, Sonetime hater this same destroyer got :L‘n their sights
either a Mark V or Mark VX. With thres rounds it was Xnocked out,
but did not burn. Still later in the day Sergeant Kucinski's crew

R knceked cut an eneay machine gin nest and possibly a mortar. In the )

o ' slae viclaity Sergesat Nergaa's -8 with Pfc Beetly knesked cut an  ®

ecesmy vocupied half-track at spproximate rengs of 800 yards. Ia knock- |
ing this vehlcle out they used their 37as, 50 saliber and 30 caliber | o ‘

| mschine gun,® | : b g I
‘ Ltoa;oﬁ;obmu.mm.m-mumu!? .
mmx‘a&mouohamumum.m Mtb




Juring tne afternean elements of th= 11t rwi Civ passed shrough chis

a

~

posidon, 2ad 4t 1727 Lhe rerarve retired to criinal positicus

!

; Vaui~les-zosiers.

at th=2 zmonen's end the pesitions meationed avove wire vein_ held.

i Laroutmout the ealirs oceruiion all elermants o the pattaliou were
forced to lijht « defansive battle. Iil-:juiprsed to cope with groumd

L0038 in close contuci, all tiok threc..s were =ffectivel, nandled, and

0 undnown auzoer of enany iafinairy wos kilisd or wounded, tuus effecctive-
Ly 03liing enesy orosress until reiaforcamanis oculd be brought into

acilion.
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AFTER ACTICN - COMPANY A

During the early days of December to, and including, the 1l2th,
Corpany A remained in indirect fire positions in the vicinity of Leithum,
luxe.bourge During this periad all firing wws done in conjunction wdth
16th Fa, 9th armd Div. Almost all firing was done at night, and was
harassing and interdiqiony fire, Towns, crossroads, and aress, where
enal, troops were balieved to be billited, were the urge‘ts: Results
of fire were almost entirely unobserved.

On the 1l3th Vompany A us a part of Clb, 9th ‘\mi' Div, was alerted
«nd noved to vicinity of Faymonville, 3elgium. CCB wus to support an
attack of the 2d Iafantry Uivision, mich/:gstake and prevent the eneay
froa .:lowiny three dums on the Ouer Rivar north of Yreiborn, Germany.
sompany A's snission was to take and hold crossroads, vicinity of
vreibormn, after leadinz elements had reschec their first objectives,

3efore this plan could be carried out, the 1lst platoon was ordered
w l06th Jivision Heudsusrters at St. Yith, mission unknown., The fate
or this platoon is uncert:in, for 7c word h.z been received since that
tire, concerning l:is:i:m, sction or any result.

At 03® on the 17tr the remcinder of the company was ordered to
Si, Vith, ar.iving there ut 0o00. alcost imuediately the 2d Platoon
was ordered to, and took up positions approximately 1,000 yirds east
of wi. Jith on the hish gound, to destroy eneaqy armor. During the
dar friendy artillery fell on tueir rcsition, and one ren was killed
and ttres woundede No armor being sishted, the platoon in c¢onjunction
with the 3d Platoon, which hud remcined in 3t. Vith, moved to a position
v readiness NS of Ji. Vith. 4t 1730 the coampany movad W a- bivauac
usrea one mile southeast of St. Vith where it spent the night.

In the follavinz day the corpany was ordered to a vital ci'ossroads,
345=309, 1dtn Lhe adssion of holding, alements of the 7th Armd Div
were relisved during the ecrly nours of the evening, -nd <omany A pro-

ceeded Lo Livouac 3. of Salousen, 935~875,
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On the 20th at 0600 the eompuv proceeded to vicinity of crossroads .
at 852-84,2. With the 3d Platoon occupying the high ground just to the

" east of north and south road; the 2d Flatoon took positions on the flank

in the woods just east and south of the east and west road, spproximately
one mile from Neidingen. At 1500 hours eneay infactry moving west from
Neidengen were met by se.cudtw of 3d Flatoon, the g:ns of which moved
back to the woods bordering the road. The enemy appeared in the woods at
856-850., At 1600 HE and mortar were placed on this position amd the
eneny withdrew, At this time considerable artillery and mortar fire
fell in the company position, contimuinc intermittently throughout the
nights During the night hours enemy snipers and patrols infiltrated
into the positions. i 2200 hours the reconnaissance platoon, which was
connecting the two gun platoons was approached by a German patrol, esti-
mted to be about 50-75 men. Upon being challenged the enemy renlied wWdth
small arms fire, In the ensuing fire fight, it is estimated that two-
thirds of the patrol were ldlled or wourded. At daylight ‘he follow-
ing morning a great nuaber of bazookas were discovered a-andoned, and it
became apparent tlet the enemy intended to destroy our destroyers. Two
prisoners were taken. At (300 a patrol in force overran the positions

of iwo destroyers of the 2d Platoon, but withdrew v ihout causing any
damage, due, no doubt, to the determined efforts of thLe cersonnel who
contimed to defend, although overrun. At 1000 hours heavy artillery

and zortar fire began to fall on the positions and continued all day.

" During the night tae enegy infiltrated into the positions, 2gain, wear-

in: Acerican uniforms. It has been estaclished that during this night
direct fire from anti-tank weapons brought up under cover of darkness

was directed into the cositions by an enw.m'.th bursts, lonz and short,
fram a Schrdtzer zun. At 1330 hours the eramy wos Seen ap;roaching from
Salhouser, and they were dispersed by machine sun and 7éom fire, At

1:00 hours “he company was ordered to withdraw to Sruirlisgen il possible,

vhich was accozplished witaout loss. The couwrzny went into a position

§
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of reacinesc =t 213=330. ot 1600 the 2d Plooon mowed Lo 2 tosition =t
¢ srossroads iL musilingen, 327-321 to repel possible epday rucr. Swring
this eatire period taz town w8 unier hexvy Tire frou an undeterzined

. : azber of tenks in tae woods at 832-812,

i . ‘e
i vo tanx attack devaloped taroush: the night, zut the positions were

constantly haressed oy sniper fire,

At 0300 on the following day the ccxpany msrched to Jevigne, 3elgzium,
arriving at 1400. Oa the morning of the 24th the 2d Platoon noved to
protect a crossroads st 875-853 where it was subjected to heavy artillery

fire, Two prisoners were taken here.

u . On the nizht of the 24th CC: retirsd to Les Saty, Delgium, and re-
m-ined in reserve until the 29th, whea 211 elements sovad to Soaal,
Ly | velgiup, still recz-4ning ir reserve, Au the months end Compeny A still
remained in a position of readiness. Thriuzhout the operstion, enexy
armor constantly reparted,fuiled to appear, and Company A, during its
contact with the enamy, fought an unnatural and difficult battle, being
in close ocontuct with enamy infamtry with little o a0 protection, and
surrounded at least twice, and in addition was confronted with almost -
continuous artillery and mortar fire.

.
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Qua wry © wooa tuins attachal to Ju, vin «rad Jiv, proceedad to
_aexasn, coajium, and arrivad ot 1000 hows on 1L Jec=ubar, ne usit
recaived uriillery fire on tiie 1ot at 2200 hours, and was al.rted for
zoveszants At o 13 on 17 Decemdber the lst Flatoon was orcered o the
.vicinity of Ouren, .‘:e;;;m', anc upon arrival there at 0715 houwrs was
led into previcusly s:l:cted positions by an officzer of the 112th Inf
Regte. 2Japt Joliins hadl halted the coluan and was »roceeding forwird
0.1 foo: whan enely tanks and ipfantry attacked. aflter & day long en=-
secanent (he platoon wus oriered to retire %o .eiswarnpach, 3elgium, by
the Fi.toon lomzamar a3t {100, at a coct of two l=if's, 1 K=-20, five
J.eps znd seven persaanel, an unknown number of zpexy infan.ry, and
Ly kar: IV and V tanss were iestroysde at 0800 hours 18 December the
slatoon male & road zarch w' the vicinity of Lougviiley and rejoined
Lhe Orany.

Upon his relurn to Jompany at 1000 hours l'L’Docenber, Czptain
Sollins ordered the remainder of the Gompam’fhlert«ed far gcovement to
Ouren, Zeramany, to support the lst Fi.tooa. Movement was cmade to a
posiijon of rezdimess at nilwerdang, Belgziums at 101 haur: a re-
connalssance disclosed (st road alocks aml enasy lire made it impossible
to move as planned. At L,00 hours the 2d Flatoon was ordered to Clarvaux,
Belzium, to support the 110th Iaf. A force of snemy armor consisting of
27 taniks and half-tracks were engaged, and at. 2030 hours the Platoon re=
turaed to rejoin the Company at Werswampach, Belgium, One Mark IV tank,
one personnel carrier, one armared car and an undetermined mumber of in-
fantry in a building were destroyed with the lass of one M-18,

At 1800 hours 17 December the Company less 1st, 2d and one Platoon
of Ron Company was ordered pycmtomctobé.muwinthevicdﬂty

. 7430
of Oberwampach, Belgium. Organisation clased in new ares at JPNE-

Decembar and 2d Platoon rejoined the campany for a road mrch fraa
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At 1300 hours, 18 December 1944 the 2d Platoon plus the first
Flatoon, its security moved into vosition at loinet, 3elcium, and
closed into new positions at 1430 hours. At 1500 hours the 3c
Platoon encountered enemy infantry plus eleven tanks. Six tanks were
destroyed plus unestimated mumber of eneamy infaatry. At 1700 hours,
18 December 1944, =neny artillery shelled the 3d Platoon's positions
at .incarage, and the platoon was forced to move one mile south, and
take up positions 300 yards to the right (or south) ef the 2d Tank
Battalion. At this point the 2d Tank Battalion, under heavy fire,
abandoned their vehicles, amd the 3d Platoon hod to move again to
longvilley, Belzium. The Platoon was then ordered by CCR to protect
the northern sector of the town of Longvilly with two destroyers,
the other two were attached to the 73d Field Artillery dettalion. At
1730 hours, 18 December 1%k, the supply train msde march from Long-
villy, Selgium to one mile west of Loncvilly to temporary bivauac.
Supply train remained in temporary bivouac until 2330 hours. At this
time the unit was alerted due to heavy shelling, and ordered to move
to vicinity of 3astogne, ‘Bolginl. At Bastogne the unit was ardered te
move to vicinity ef Tintigny, Belgium, to billets, =nd closed in Tintigny,
Belgzium, at 1530 hours 19 December 19L4

o
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sulwerdang to the vicinity of Oberwampach, Belgium.
At 1000 hours 18 Docembei- Company less lst Pla'u:on and- one Platoon
of iécn Corpany was ordered b, CCE to make road merch to vicinity of
Longvilley, Beljzium. Qun positions were established south of longvilley,
Sel dium, wit: the command echelon in Longvilleys At 1230 hours 18 December
the 3d Platoon was ardered hy CCR to change their gun positions to vicinity
of rincarage, Belgium, and closed in new positions at 1400 fours 18
Lecamber 191;1‘. ’ {% b ;T o 7” .", t" ' (.I
e ’At, 0400 hours 19 Decexber 19,4 the 28 Platoon m&e effort to get
to Lastozne, lGelgium, a‘-pcoumered cnay Smcll arms fire and destroyed
anery scout car -lus persomél. at this »noint the. eneny had surrourded
the 2¢ rlaioon und the were ordered by Lt Dodge to abandan vehicles
«ni destroy same, wnich they <id. Lt Dodge's men were inArear of eneny
lines for rour days.
al V2 hours 19 Decoaber the 34 Platoon in position ot Longvillsy,
~eisium, was attacked by enemy infani:ye. In this enzagement the 3d Flatoon
destroyed enem, personnel carrier lo-ded with infantry plus unestimated
nuber oi foot troops, All of iicn vehicles were los% in this engagamert,
at U330 hours 19 Uecember Li 5ong was or iered to send one destroyer to
inves~i-ate a ruxsser of enery tanks at rear of Team Gherry of the 10th
armé iv, who were in column wes* orf Longvilley, 3el -ium, This destroyer
Tound four Kork IV's in colwmn hut was orderad not to fisht, btut to return
ani protect tha rear or Team Crerrr .clumn. At 1200 hours 19 December
enamy armor an’ infaniry attacked Longvitley, Belgium, in force, and at
1230 hours 19th CCR of the 9*h armd Uiv moved cut of Lonsvilley and their
mpve vwas covered by the 3d Flatoon -'nd in this covering action th-» 35
Flezoon lost three westrorers -nd was credited swith one snemy tans plus
0ot troopse Jhe 34 Flatcon's security vobicles were Jammed in the Gth
arad Liv oarpored ocolumn and coul! .net set out, and the enemy wes shelling

the colunn At field .rtillser; -ieges and rortar Tire. L Zong coasiicred
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the situation hopeless at this point, and loaded a1l of his men on his ‘
one rem-dining destroyer aml they fought tieir way into Bastogne, Belgium;
there the 3d Platoon attached themselves to Company C, 609th T Ba of
CCB of the 10th Armd Div.

At 0630 hours 20 December the 3d Platoon's one remaining destroyer
was attached to a combzt team of the 10th Armd Div, and was sent out to
establish a road blocks One crew of the 3d Platoon found an abandoned

4-10 and manned the M-10 to reinforce one of the positions of the 609th

-

"ID Bn. At 1000 hours 21 Decamber the crew knocked out one Mark V tank.

At 1435 hours 21 December the M-10 and crew were ardered to return o
Bastogne, Belgium. Due to lack of fuel the }~10 ond crew were used as
road block.
A 4t 053C hours 22 Dscember the %18 of vhe 3d Platoan was relieved
from attachment to the comout team of the 10th Armd Div and was=nt to
Cneaps, Bslgium, where iﬁ the company of two destroyers of tha 705th TD
Bn, and infuntry of the 10lst Airvorne Division, seized the town of
Champs and all the hizh ground arounci the town. ‘Daring the rizht of the
23¢ the remaining M~18, under the con-rol of S'ergéant Snipulski, and the
zan renned by Cerporal Zickafous, knccrad out to tanks. Thejr mission
in this enczazemeni was direct support of the infantry. This position
wis held for three dags and nights, and on 25 December the lasi =18
of the 3d Plavoon wss knocked out by enemy mortur fire after regeated
enemy =2ttacks, After their vehicle was knockad oul the men were used
20 ralisve the men of “he 609th TV 3n, also as security in the town of
Brstogne.
<

at 093C hours 23 December wiabs mn w:s ordered by CCx io
mzke reed march to vicinity of Tintigny, 3elgium, and arrived in billets
st 160 hours &t Tirtimny. Captedn Col.iins regorted to CCx in Tiatigny,
and found thit the orgzaniz:ition hed leea attacned to Cantair Jould of tha
2d Tank Bu. On reporr..ing to Cuptain Geould the m was ordered q

91

W mve to Villers-Sur-dcucene, Seljum, axd [repzre to dafend the towne
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Upcn arriving in Vill ers—Sur—Saazone outpest: were estacliskd =nd a 2, rour
patrol was pul into offect.

' M,./ From 24,-28 Decenber Comgany C acintained cuiposts =nd roed patrols

. .-""’:W" as well as obtaining lost and damagad equipmen:z, At 1000 hours 29 Decerber
at Villers-Sur-Semone, Belzium, orzanization was ordered to move to ’
T Tintigny, Belgium, aridving there at 1035 hours, and found billets,
e ‘ M On 30 December at Tintigny, Bel;ium, at 0300 hours the Company was P

: 2 TH B .
i ‘ ordered to report to mmimmy in preparaiion for move to Las Louches, France, . ‘

At 0930 hours organization made road aarch to Les L:uches, France, arriv-

inz-at 1700 hours and was billetted,




: HEADQUARTERS 811TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
' I uoaos,u.s.kma

11 February

wn.m{c-r. After Action Repart Against the Enesmy, 1-31 Jamuary 19%5.

™ ¢ The Adjutaat General, U. S. Aray, Washington, D. C.

THRU s Commanding General, éozu'xnrmtry D;I.v:laion, A¥O 80, U. S. Army.
1. Submitted herewith in accordaace with paragraph 10, AR 345-105,

as amended by Change 3 and Change 4, reparts After Action Agdnat the Eneay
for the &1th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for the period 1-31 Jamary 1945.

2, During the period covered by this report this command was attached
to the 9th Armored Division, 7th Tank Destroyer Grewp, 17th Airborne Iafantry
Division, 87th Infantry Division, and llth Argored Division. Im addition

ortions of this Battalion were attached to the 4th Armored Division, through
CA of the th Armored Division, and also the 101st Airborne Infantry Division.

3. Even though, in the opinion of the commanding generals mentioned in
paragraph 2 above, this Battalion opersated efficiently while under their
command, 1% is oy belief that a tank destroyer battalion could operate much
fiore efficiently if it were attached to one division permanently. This would
enable the tank destroyer battalion and the division to work ocut standing
operating procedures, to learn what to expect of each other, and what not to
expect, thereby becoming familiar with how each other operated. The morale
of both orgsnizations would be greatly improved. Further, the knowledge that
they would be relieved with the division to which they were attached woul:l

greatly increase the morale of the tank destreyer battalion,
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SECTION
S-3 REPORT
1-3 Jamary 1945
This battalion less uompany A, and one platoon of Reconnaissance vompany,
and Uompany U, and one platoon of reconnaissance were attached to CCA, 9th
Arﬁxored vivision, and contimed on it's mission of support with the A4th Armored
vivision in retaking the surrounding towns around Bastogne, Belgium, and direct
support in the opening the Neufchateau and Bastogne highway. Uuring the first
few days of the month they were being held in reserve in position at Vaux-Les-
Rosier, Belgiume
3-6 January 19,5
At 1430 hours, 3 January 1945 CCA and attached units were ordered to a
marshalling area at Traimorant, Beigium, and on 4 Jamary units attached to
CCA (-), Company B and one reconnaissance platoon, &1lth Tank Destroyer Sattal-
ion, made a motor march to Touteron, France, via Etalle, Belgium, Virton, mon-
medy and vedan, rrance. vompany B and one reconnaissance platooa were erdered
to report to Geaeral Taylor, Belgium, Barracks, Bastogne, Belgium, on an im-
dependent mission. (A brief discourse of their activities follows at the end
of narrative for the period of 3-17 Jamuary 1R.5) Headqurtcra/and Headquarters
Company, 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion, closed in at Touteron, France, and
Reconnaissance Company (-) three platoons closed in at Cherbogne, France, where
they remained until 8 Jamary 19%5.
6~8 vamary 1945 ‘
On 6 Jamary 135 the 811th Tank Lestroyer Battalion less Company A, B,
C and three Reconnaissance Flatoons were relieved fron attached CCA of the 9th
Arpsred Livision and reverted to vivision contral, and Compamy C, &11th Taak

-l-

~.

Destrqoyer Battalion, and cne roooana:l.uanéo Rlatocon of xecennalssance Uompany,. 'f\r

. bo




811th Tank Destroyer Scttalion, were relieved from attacued to Cui, yth Armored
Division, and reverted to dattulion control, They were billeted at Les Louches,
France. On 7 January 195 '«‘bmpam' A and one reconnaissance platoon of Recon=
naissance Company, 311th Tank Destroyer Sattalion, were relieved from attached
CCB, Yth Armored Division, and reverted to Battalion control.
8-16 January 1%5

On 8 January 1%5 th§ 811th Tank Destroyer Baitalion was rel:fevod from
9th Armored Division and attached to 7th Tank Destroyer Group, and were -
ordered to move to the vicinity of Bellefountaing Belgiums Reconnaissance
Company closed in at 3ellefountaine, Belgium; Headquarters and Headquarters, v
and Company C closed in at St. Marie, Belgium, and Company A closed in at |
Fratin, Belgiumes On 10 Janusry 1945 Company C, which consisted of only two
gun platooas, and one platoon of Reconnaissance Company, 8l1th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, was ordered Lo move to Vaux-Les-Rosiers, Belgium, and remain in
reserve for an anticipated tank attack in freat of the 17th Airborane Infantry
Division. After a shift was made in the remaining equipment in the battalion,
one platoon of Company A was ordered to move to the position of Company C, and
Campany C with one platoon of Company A were attached to the 602d Tank Destroy-
er Battalicn. (A brief discourse of their activities follow at the end of this
repart.) During the period 10-16 January 1945 the remaining elemeats of the
Battalion were busily engaged in getting reequipped and refitted for further
possible action. |

17-25 Jamuary 1945 \

On 17 Jamary 15%5 the 8l1th Tank Destreyer Battalion was attached te

17th Airborne Infaatry Division, and moved to the vicinity of Berteges, Balginm



http:l'M81n1.na

e wmm meetEmo T s T T - £ ML Y o
R
woETe

P(52-67)s A forward command post was established at Compogne, Bdg:lul P(550-671.)
where opcnt.iom were carried on in conjunction with the different regiments of

the 17th Adrborae Infantry Division. The £11th Tank Destroyer Battalion Rear
closed in at Bertogne P(SM?); Baoonnmomo Oomuv at Maz, Belginm
P(547-T1); Ooqptw A less one phtooa at Loagchanmp, Belginm P(535-635), later
moving t.o‘Givu, Belgium P(500-657); Oomu,y B who was w the 19th
Glider Infantry Regiment of the 17th Airborne Infantry Division at Wioourt,
Belgium P(60-68) and Company C who was supporting the 507th Parachute Infaatry
of the 17th Airborne Inf;l.ntry Division and closed in at Vissule, Belgium

P(500-657)s Little resistance was encountered throughout u;-t of the period.

On 19 January }%5 the second platoon of Coapany G.novd to the viocinity of
Houfalize, Belgium P(70-70), and fired eleven roumis of HE and one round of HVAP

on a church steeple located at Vissule, Belgium. Froa 1nfor-§10t; received this
was bo:l.ng used as a German Q.' On 20 Jamary Company B moved ‘to the vieinity

of Steinbeck, Belgiua P(64k=6%)e Actual angagement with the enesy becass more

or less static and was confined mainly to patrolling with both Company B and C
being held in readiness. The chief obstacle being the weather, terrain, o¢casional

roadblocks, mines and destroyed bridges. On 22 January Caspany C's gun positions

were moved to one-half mile east of Limerle, Belgium, and sup’ortod the 1934
@ider Infantry Regiment. Gun positions were moved to P733-755) on the moraing
of 23 Jamary 13%5. Position of Coapany B remained the same, On 25 January
195 Gompany G moved to vicinity of Hauthbellain, Luxembourg (7&5-749): Company
B closed in at Wattermal, Belgiua P(75—77) in support of 513th Glider Infantry
Regiment, and forward CP clesed in at Steinbeck, Belgium E591-T35).
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26=28 Jamary 195
Oa 26 Jamary 195 Gompany C moved to Huldange, Luxembourg (771-745) and

Battalion CP closed in at same location at 1900 hours the same day. Reconfai-
am@ Company (8) twe platoons closed in at same looation at 1600 hours. The
811th Taak 'D_uti'qir Battalion rnih‘ni frem attached to »t.he 17th Airborne
Infantry Division and attached to tp.'s?t.h Infantry Division, Company B was
used to support the 3kéth Infantry Regiment ami Company C was supporting the
347th Infantry Regiment. The Beconnaissance Platoons with Companies B and C ,
81lth Tank Destrqyer Battalion, were relieved and reverted back to cm
contrdl, With Reconnaissance Company under sattalion contraol the platoons were
sent on reconnaissance aissions on 27 Jamuary hssisting 1n the support of both
Companies B and G of the 811th Tank Destrayer Battalion. Two platoons of
Company C advanced to Lenglor,. Luxembourg (860-776) and Company B advanced to
Eppeler, luxesbourg (8®-7_95). ‘One platoon of Reconnaissance Company r;eoivod
light enemy artillery fire in Gruflange, Luxembourg, but it did not delay their
alssion, Two piviseners of war were taken by the thind platoon of Reconnaissance
Company .
_ - 29-31 Jamuary 1945

On 29 Jamary 195 conditions remained practically the same as }tho previous
da&. I‘athor conditions were such that operation of the destroyers over the
terrain was hindered. Late on 29 January 195 q-dera were received frcm 1T
Corpe Hoadantors that the 8&11th Tank Destroyer Battalion would be relieved
from attached to the 87th Infantry Division and was attached to the 11th Armored
Division, and would be held in Vorps reserve. The 602d Tank Uestroyer Battalion
relisved Companies B ami G in the line.

All during the period of operation it was apparent that all along the
Division secter the enemy wgs withdrawing to the Sigfried Line, and the anly (03

-4- C

e e e b ————



[P W

R T T T T

contact being made was with snemy rear guarde A very weak defensive attitude
was displayed by the enemy and during this period only three enemy tanks were
sighted by Division Air Observation and were never sighted by either Company
B or C,

The Battalion operated successfully under several different commands.
Although both Company B and C operated with a minimum of personnel and equip-
ment, because of previous losses suffered in the imitial counter-attack, their
efforts, initiative and sidll were influential in assisting the clearance of the
Ardennss Sector of the enemy and making possible a further sdvance through the
enemy lines,

- PART II

The activities of Company B, who were not under Battalion control, froa
3-16 January 1945 were as followss

Commanding Officer, Company B, reparted to General Taylar, 1Olst Airborme
Infantry Division, where he received orders to proceed to Savy, Balgium. One

‘ platoon of Company B worked in conjunction with the 327th Armored Infantry of

the 10lst Airborne Infantry Division. After accomplishment of mission they
ware relisved and Company B wad one plat.oon.of Reconnaissance Campany, 8llth
Tank Destroyer Battalion, were attached to Combat Team Cherry, 4th Armored -
Divisica. The first platoon was attached to support che firat Battalica, 50lst

Armored Infantry and moved to (57-60), and the third platoon was attached to

suppart the second Battalion, 501st Armored Infantry. The second platoon was
attached for suppart of the 506th Armored Infantry. W

—attachad for support—ef-the—506th—Armored—Iinfuntrys During this time no eneay

tanks were sighted, but the entire Company worked in close cocperation with the
4th Armored Division in driving the eneay from the towns surrounding Bastegne,

Balgtos. R ./
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The activities of Cumpany C, not under Battalioa contral, from 12-16
Jaluaary 19453

The Coarandir- Officer, Company C, reparted to the Commanding Officax
of the 602d Tani Destroyer Battalion alter closing his column at Juseret,
Balgium P(435~123). On 12 January the Company was assigned to the llth
Armored Uivision «od moved to Longchamps, Balgium. The Company was attached
to CCA of the 11th Armored Vivision on 13 January and one platoon was attached .
to Task Force Stubts o CCA and moved to Monaville, Belginm, On 16 January
CwA ordaered two platoons to move to vicihit.y of Mabompre, Belgium, and were in
position at this point when the 311th Tank Destroyer Battalion was assigned to
the 17th Airborne Division wléh the 1lth Armored Division was ralieved Swlée the
17th Airborne Infantry Division.

\

ELAINE C. TAYLOR,
Major, 10,
3.
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SECTION IX ‘ -
S-2 REPORT
Maps: USOOOOM«&B(L;I.M. ) mnoooomuanrruo..
Saeet No. 93, 107, 106, 121 Sheets 13, 16, 17 & 8. 7.

& 122.
1-3 Jamary 1945

The 8lith Taak Destrayer Sattalion, cemmanded by Lt Cel A._B. mm,
less Company A, with one reccanaissance platesa att.nhd and co.p.w:c, wth
oae reconnaissance platoon remained attached to UCA, 9th Armsred U:I.vhm.

The aission of LCA was to retake towms ti&mdmimm south
and southwest of the encircled eity of Bastogne, Belgiua. Bneay uaits in cen-
tact were the 130th Ps Lehr Vivision and Remer Brigade with elements of the 3d
Px Liv in ‘tho a:‘urob-smohnpl area southwest of Bastogne.

Nompany B, 811th Tank Uestrqyer Battalion, was used in direet uppu't
during the reopening of the vital Neufchatean and Bastogae ny;u, therehy e~
abling supplies to rall :lnt.o the 10st Airboras Infantry U:I.vid.n, as well a8
to allow the evacuation ot wonndd. ‘

The Fioneer Platoon of Reconnaissanoce Company under the leadership of 1t
Paul W. Jones, 0;18237101, on 27 Ugcember 194k removed wreaked vehicles amd read~
blocks from the highwey to perait the flow of traffic to ad from the beseiged
cdty. |

The Battalion forward GP was located at Vaux-Les-Rosiers, Belgium P(“M).

3-8 Jamary 195 ' ‘ L

At 1430 hours, 3 Januery 1945, GOA and attached units wers erdered to -
marshalling area at Traiseat » Balgiuva P(4L61-418), and on the Lth of Jamuary 1%5
units attached to uCA (-), Company B and one reconnaissance platoon, &l1th Tamk
Lestroyer Battalion, made a moter march to Touteren, l;nnoo P(760-091), via \
stalle, Balgium, Virton, Belgium, Montmedy and Sedan, rrance. Headquarters amt

-] -
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Headquarters Compaay eloid in at l'oﬁtcron, .
aaissance Company (=) three platecns closed in at Charbogne, France P(725-050),

at 1700 houre where they remained uatil 8 Jamary 1945,
818 Jmary 19hk5
For the activities of the Battalion during the pcriod A Jmm-y 191.5 to
1 Jauu-y 1945 see the S=3 Summary.
© 18-25 January 1945
~ On 18 Jamaary 195 Hesdquarters end Hesdquarters Company, Recoanaissanse
Compary and Company A moved to Bastogne area. Headquarters and Headquarters
Cempany located st Bertogne, Belgium P(522~671) ; forward CP at Coapogne,
Belgium ?(550—672) ; Reconnaissance Company at Bhgﬂux, Bclgiu.l’(ﬂﬂ-?lﬂ , and
Company A st Longohamps, Belgium P(586-635), ' -
The 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion was attached to the 17th Airborne

Infa.ntry Division 18 Jnuu;r 195,
On L9 Jamary 195 the enemy was found to have dug in positions along the
road P(628-708), P(626=704), P(629~704), and along railroad at P(620-689),
P(616-668) and P(617-683). Unocoupied foxholes were located at P(620-677).
Roeay unite oa our froat have been identified as elemeats of 130th Ps Div, 26
Inf Div and GHQ Bagr Units. |
‘Company A, 811th Tamk Destroyer Battalion soved to Gives P(500-657) 1600

'

hours, 19 Jamary 1945.
On zOVJanuary 1945 the enemy contimmed his defensive policy in the area
Alhoument, Belgium P(629-703). Patrels to south of 17th Airborne Infantry

Division ares report negative. There is indications that the eneay is with-

drawing from the Division secter in the direction of east and southeast.
There was continuous patrolling on 21 January by our forces in preparatioan

for attack to the east. (See attack order FO No. 7, 17th Airborne Division,

o sack _ . 4 ¢
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dated 21 January 1% 5). Minefields found in woods cn soth bank of the L'Ourthe
River between P(522-735) and P(6505-7380).

Campany B on the above date was operating with the 194th Glider Iafantry.
vompany C was :.n direct suppart of 507th Parachute Infantry. Patrolling re-
vealed additional withdrawal of Germen forces.

Forward CP, S11th Tank Destroyer Battalion, moved to Tavigny, Belgium
P(644=964), at 1555 hours, 21 Jamary 1945.

On 22 January our patrols received small arms fire at the Luxembourg
border. ZEnemy outpost line is believed to follow Selgium-Luxembourg barder
from P(719-778), P(745-781), P(T4h3-744), and P(747-753)). It is expected that
the enemy will continmue to withdraw to south and southeast.

The enemy dug in at Wattermal, Belgium P(745-771). Hautbellain, Belgium
P(744=T45) has been cleared of enemy. Four Germans killed, five P¥'s taken,
and about forty driven from town by our patrols. The enemy is defending
generally along a line P(744=700), P(750-760), P(753-747), and P(750-T27).

Remants of the 1128th, 1129th and 1130th VG Regiments of 560th Division
(dpproximately 250 men), 11th P2 Gr Regiment of the 9th Pz Liv (95 men).

K ements of 10ith Pz Gr Regiment, 15th Ps Gr Livision have been identified in
this sector. It is believed that this is the only enemy covering farces re-
maininge.

Un 25 January 1945 contimed advance by our farces. A very weak defensive
attitude has been displayed by the eneay. Thres enexy tanks made appesrence,
fired, then retired to sspeler P(800-795). Air-Grouml observation reports
samy traffic withdrawing behind scuthern line.

-3




26-28 January 1945
The 811th Tank Destroyer Bat:.alion relieved from attached to 17th Airtorne
Inrantry Jivision and attached to 87th Iafantry Division in direct support.
Company B w#ith 346th Iafantry Regiment. Company C wdth 347th Infantry Regiment.
Reconnaissance platoons reverted to Battalion contral at 1700 hours, 26 January
1945,
An agressive reconnaissance forward is being instituted by our Reconnai-
P ssance rlatoons, working all road nets in zone of advance, Expected route to
j be taken is Thommen, Schirm, Neubruck and on. Tank Destroyers in full support
‘ of infantry. . ’ : .
| o Lt Lennart 0. Sundstrom, Reconnaissance Company, took two PW's near .
' Bialer P(823-752). | o
Heavy artillery fire received at Thommen and Espeler. '
Forward CP nond to Huldange,' Luxembourg P(771-754), Jamary 27, 19%5;
Company C at Durler 'P(813-781); Coapany B to Neubruock P(£5-817). Oae platecn
in reserve at Bspeler P(800-795). ' ‘
Rosdblooks reported south of Ste Vith 28 Jamiary 1945, Hoad frea
Grufflingea to Qudler P(830-7%), snd frem Oudler to Burg-Reuland P(858-785)
now baing cleared. ’ " ' ‘
Three eneny tanks reparted at F(867-813). Being iavestigated by Becon~
naissance Exesutive Officer. This upm was unot:lptd pcuuur by
Battalion 5-2. His repert ea thh wWs aegative.
L 29-0 Janmary 15 i
Oa 29 Jamay 155-the &11th Taak bestreyer hmnn W frea
87th lafastry n:mun and stteched to Lith mm

Y A




as no contact with tne enemy at this time, who ie- evidently wd thdrewing behind

is defenses of the Siegfried Line.
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SECTION 1T

. 1-31 Jamuary 1945

During the month of Jamary 1945 the greater partion of the time was

PRSI

apont‘:l.n drewing personnel equipament, commnications equipment and vehicular

equipmeat lost during the previous month during the enemy counter-attack.

The perscanel equipment as well as the vehicular equipment was delivered to

the companies while in the line." .
Working in close coordination with the Battalion Motor Officer, vehkular

equipnent was exchanged between the companies on the line, repaired in the

field and replaced. No effective loes of fire‘ponr was sustained by the

2l

companies, Due to the previous loss Company C and Company B operated nine
guns per company. ‘
*  Communications squipment lest during the previous engagement was re-
Placed in vehicles as soon as they were issued to the respective companies.
During the entire month constant communications was had wdth the two companies.
vlass III and Class IV supplies were sasily accessable. Weather oconditions
and road conjestions were the only factor to cause any delay, but neither one
of the two companies suffered as a result of the unavoidable delay.
No vehicles weare lost during the month as a result of vehicle accidents.
The fallowing information is submitted showing the distribution of
vehicular replacements and 103'0 and the expenditure of ammunitions
Venicular Lossess Hg BRen _A B _C Total
Var, Armored, Utility, M=20 -
var, Armored, Light, M-8
: Carriage, Motar, 76mm, M-18
‘ Trailer 1/4 Ton, 2 Wheel Cargo
Trailer, Ammo, M-10

Truck 1/4 Toa, 4k 1 1 2
Treiler, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel Cargo ,7/ !
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Vehicular Losses (cont'd) Hg Rea A

T Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4x:, w/c,
w/12 Volt System
Truck 2 1/2 Ton, 6éxb

Total 1 0 0 l 0 2
Yehicular Replacementss Hg Roa 4 B C Total

Car, Armored, Utility, M-20 11 6 8
Car, Armored, Light, M-8 1 1
Carriage, Motor, 76am, M-18 - 2 5 7
Treiler, 1/4 Ton, 2 wheel Cargo 3 i 9 5
Trailer, Ammo, M-10 9
Truck, 1/4 Ton, 4k ! 3

Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel Cargo
Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4xi w/c,
w/12 Volt Systeam
Truck 2 1/2 Toa, 6xb 1 1

8lam, Nortar, HE
Roclsts, AT, MSA3
Grenade, AT

Mine, AT, EE, MIAL
h‘.. M. M -

1 al
Total 11 4 *au 2yl
Apmunition Bxpeaded: ‘
76an, HE -1
76am, APC . =0
Cal. 50 MG - 0
Cal. 30 MG - 0
Cal. 30 Rifle - 0
Cal. 30 Carbine - O
Cal. 45 Ball - 0
37am, HR - 0 p

37-’“0 - 0
3Tma, Canister - g
-0
-0
-0
o
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SECTION IV

S-1 RZPCRT
1-31 January 1945
8llth TD BN
TABLE NNBE 1,
BATTLE CASUALTY RZPORTYSY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken fram Morning Reports up to

and induding 31 January 1945 for the
period 1-31 January 1945.)

DATS KLi LU Ma Il MIA 10T, R
1l Jan 1l 1l
* R o®
7 Jan 7 7
® W ¥
10 Jan 2 1 3 1
®  ®* #
12 Jan 2 1 3
13 Jan 8 8 1l
14 Jan 3% 2 5
15 Jan 2
16 Jan 1l h
* xn
18 Jan 1 1l
19 Jaa 1 1
20 Jan b §
* o ono»
29 Jan 3
30 Jan b §
31 Jan —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— L
TOTAL 3 23 2 2 30 1

#*2 DOW 19 vec 44 - 1 DON 25 Dec 4k reported on M/R of 1h Jan 45.




TOTAL T

TAELE NUMBER 3. ‘
(Incm Hospital Returanees)

RATE B

15 Jan k5 ™

16 Jan A5 1

23 Jaa b5 - -
. TOTAL 91
TAELE NUMBER 4. '

AWARDS AND DECOBATIONS
Decorations awarded from L Jan 45 te 31 Jaa 45, inel.
0

B

Distinguished Service Uross (Poathuml;)
Distinguished Servios Cross

Silver Star (Posthumously)

4 ollver tar

Oak Leaf Uluster to Silver Star

Broase Star Msdal (Posthumously)

Bronse jtar Medal

Oak Leaf Qluster to mronse Star

Alr Medal

Ouk Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
Soldlier's Medal -

Purple Heart Award

2_ (1lst) Oak Leaf Wluster to Murple Heart
(2d) Oak Leaf Quster to Purple Heard

LR el
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Ltr 811th I Bn (5 Mar 45) "After Action Report against the “nemy, 1 - 28
February 19,5". -

the tank destroyer company in the same position with respect to the Inf Regt
as 1s now occupied by its' direct suppert FA Bn. Such a system has many ad-
vantagess ,

(1) The tank destroyer battalion can be permanently placed
under Div Arty contral, thereby making it a simple matter to
switch from one secordary mission to the cther.

(2) Places all the cannon ef the division under Div Arty
contral,

(3) Utilises the training, knowledge, and experience of the
Bn. Comdr and Staff,

(k) Practically eliminates the probability of mis-esployment,
since the Co Comdrs and Bn Comdr remain in command and in con-
trol of their commands.

(5) Allows the Bn Comdr to make effective plans far massing
his guns in performance of his primary missioa.

(6) Boables the tenk destroyer battalion to most effectively
su t the Inf in furtherence of the Div mission,
(7§P-Enablea the Bn Comdr to institute a policy of rotation
of companies, thereby obtaining time fear rest, rehabilitatien,
and maintenance.

/i
Ve 2y

Lt Cel, FA, ./
Coamandinge

—_——— - T —— . o e e e s -
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TaBLE NUMBER 2.

TASLE NULBSR 3.

Ta8ls NULSER 4.

é,mw t)PJEIi'(
A,\ .

PRISCNERS OF WAR CAPTURED

DATE s
28 Jan 45 2
TOTAL 2

RSFLACAENTS RLCEIVAD
(Including Huspital Returnees)

15 Jan 45 (i
16 Jan 45 11
23 Jan A5 3
TCTAL 91

WARDS AND CECCORATICNS

Vvecorations awarded from 1L Jan 45 to 31 Jan 45, incl.

B

||'°|“l|||M|HH

Dictinzuished Service uross (Posthumously)
Distinruished Service .ross

oilver Star (Fosthumously)

2ilver oStar

Uak Leaf Juster to sSilver Star
Bronze Star Msdal (Fosthumously)
Bronze otar Medal

Oak Leat Jluster to oronze star

Alr Medad

Ok Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
Soldier's Madal

rurpile Heart award

(1st) Osk Lear Jluster to rurple neart
i<d) Cak Leaf Quster to Purple Heart




5 = 9 February
On 5 February 1945, Company C was attached to 319th Inf Regt, 80th InIFDSI,
and occupied direct fire positions in vicinity of BETTENDORF (PSON28). Compaay
B was attached to 318th Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div, and moved into direct fire
positions vicinity BAEAUFORT (P960382). Company A was to support the fires ef
the 314th FA Bn, and occupied indirect fire positians in vicinity of m
\P930396). Oa 7 February 19.5, one platoon of Company A was withdrewn frea
indirect fire positions and attached to Btry A, 558th FA Ba. Mission for the
unit was to deliver direct fire on eneay pillboxes. . ,
9 - 12 February _
On 9 Fobruaryl9h5, 80th Div Apty Comir assumed coordinator of all fires of
ull cannon of Yiv, accordingly, Company B, 8l1th ID Ba, fires w;ro under con- .
trol of 313th FA 3n with two .platoons in indirect positions ;nd one platoon in
direct position. Company G, 8llth T0 Ba, fires under control of 905t PA Ba,
with two platoons in indirect positions and one platoon in direct poaition.-
while in these and alternate positions, the companies placed both direct 'and ih-‘
direct fire ou ensmy pillboxes positions. On 11 Feb 45, the letter Coapanies
were again placed under control of the Infantry Regiments, with Company A attach-

"ed to 317th Inf kKegt, Company B attached to 319th Infantry Regiment, and Coapany

C attached to 319th Inrantry Regiment. This attachment contimied throughout the.
minth of February. Fiald artillery Battalions contimued to exercise fire control
whe: companies were in iniirect fire positions, with 3lith FA Bn exercising fire
coatrol of Company A, éllth 1D Bn,
12 -~ 19 February ) )
On 12 February 1%5, 3d Plitoon, Company C, which was working in oonJuxictd.n
with 3d 3n, 316th Inf Regt crossed the OUR River.in vicinity of WALLENDCRF on ‘

mission of direct fire on enemy pillboxes. On 13 Feb ! X the ‘ .




offective aid to firimg cempanies.

Ia additien, the remainder of Compasy C

‘w mum and mm m. positions in support ef the 319th
Iaf Begte On 16 Peb A5, Conpany A moved from indirect fire poa:ltiou, crossed
* GUR River to vicinity mm (x.oou and occupied defeasive po-mon-. On

19hbu,Bncmdmmummon(m)umctouo:uu

19 - 2. l'cbmw

Frem 19=23 Feb 45 the m-:ug c-pn:lu engeged enemy pesitions, pillbexes, .
and tanks from varieus positions in vioinity of CRUGHTEN (ms), STOCKIGT (LOO45), '
bxrmcn (Pouu8), and OBERSGHGEN (PRuk9)e On 23 Feb 45, Company B placed direct |
fire on the towns of METTENDORF (P993508) ‘hieh assisted in its capture. 0On 2,
Feb 45, Company A occupied direct fire pooitim firing on enemy vehidles and
persoanel and also into the villages of STEFFESHOF (LO150), and BURG (LO152).
OG;M A's CP moved to FREILINGEN (P9947). On same date, Company B CP moved
to.LAHR (P9650) and Company C's CP moved to GEIGHLINGEN (9551). In additden,
Bo GP crossed the OUR River and moved into CRUGITEN (P9845). On 25 Feb 45, Hq
Co (Br) moved from STEGEN to BETTENDORF (P9042). Company A remained in direct
fire positions with lst Platoon moving to vicinity of BRIMINGEN (L 018533), and
3d Platoon moved to METTENDORF (P9951)e. Company C's lst Platoon moved f.o
OBERRADEN (P998567). 2d Platoon remained in direct fire position in support of'
3d Bn of 319th Inf Regt. On 26 Peb 45, Ron Company moved to METTENIORF (P995L)s

" Company A's CP moved to BUTTERSGHEID (LO0856), lst Platoon moved to vicinity of

BIERSDORF (10858), 2i Platoon moved to MULBACK (L045530) » 3d Platoon moved to vicd.:n-
ity of HERALESDORF (L0856), Company B remained in LAHR (P9650), -dth exéopt:ion of

3d FPlatoon which occupied position NW of METTENDORF (I.(D5503). . '%B'c Cr

1), 62), 24 Platoon

moved to ALTSCHAID (LO458), 1st Platoon vicinity JHIL

‘vicinity WESIDINGEN (10358), 3d Flatoon moved to ALTSCHEID (I-aa.58)o Oa 27 Feb as‘l' 7
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Froa od 1 Feb 4o vo X0 23 Feb 45

1-5 reoruary
AU be iondng ol period (1 Fub »3), ihis cattolion was attached to the llth
armored “ivision, VIII Jorps, wnd was initially i. Sorps reserve. From 1 Fo
WO X Feb W2, Jhe =att lion reccined in the followins assanbly areas and cone
ductal sodntenance of w11l vehicles and eguipment plus rehabilitation of persoanel:
3n OP, Ren & o cos - Locatad at EULDANGZ (P7775)
hy « & Jos - Located at wauTadad, (P7577)
B Co - Located at Brilar (P8O79)
3 = 5 Fabruury
~ifactive 3 Jebrucry 1945, the Suttalion was relieved of attachment to 1llth
araored ~ivision, VIII Corps, and was attached to 80th Infantry Division, XII
COrps. ut 80 Hours, 3 February 1%5, the 3attalion lsft assembly areas and made
a road marcun to vicinity MiRSCH, LUX:MBOURG. Upon arrival at Mersch, Companies
were notifisd that Lasy were to ralieve the 802d Iank Jestroyer 3attalion on the
line, In accordance tiierewith, Companies occupied the following positions by
1038 hars, 3 F;bﬁaw 195,
Sa OP & Hq Co - STIGEN (P8737)
Ren Co - MEDEWAGH (P035)

A& Co

SPPLORF (P9539)
B Co = SILSUORF (P88&,1)
¢ Co = BEAUFORT (P9438)




5 = Y Faevruary
Ca o csoraar; 1945, Soapany C was attiched to 313th Inf iegt, SOtk Inf Div,
cire occuiies direct ire [ ositiors in vi-init, of BzﬁT.&DDOk‘u‘ (P909428) Company
- wa sttachad 1o Llotn Ing sdegl, 8uth Inf Yiv, and soved into diraci fire
sositions vicinity 3salzURT (Py00:82). Company A was to supyort the fires of
e sliin Fa dn, and occupied indirect iire positions :m vicinity of ZPFLEDORF
WF oos90,. Ca [ February 1945, one platoon of Uampany A was withdrawn from
indirect rire ,ositions and attached to diry A, 558th Fa Bn. Mission for the
unit w.x to acliver airect iire on enemy rillboxes,
9 -~ 1. Fevruary
vy & oorunrylyed, ool olv Arty comdr assumed coordinator of all fires of
-1l cwimon of wive  accorcinly, couwpany 3, Sllth Ww Bn, fires wéra under con—
vrel of Sloth i'a on owith two plutoons in indirect positions and one platoon in
;ix-ec» ;osition. vuupany C, 8lith T 3n, fires under control of 905th FA 3n,
with two platoons in indirect positions and one nlatoon in Jdirecc position.
oitile in these and wlternute positions, the companies placed voth direct and in-
direct fire ou enem; pillioxes positions. On 11 &eb 45, the letter Companiés
verc ajain laced under control of che Infuntry Regiments, with Company A attach-
ed Lo 17th 1nf Lest, dompony o attacnad Lo 319th Iafantry Regimenc, and Company
¢ cltacawd vo 31yt Imiwnery e icents. +his attachment contimuad throu:rout the
winia Of seoruarys &icld ariillery cattalions concinuad Lo exercise fire control
Wl cowpaniies were in Liirece ire o'sit.ions, with _lith YA Bn exercising fire
co.laol ol concan” a, slith o ou.
1. - 19 cevru .y
voodo sevsuary lvas, od odlosoon, wulpany o, witlel. was worsin; ia conjunction

wita od oen, Slyto dad st erossed the OUL Gdver ia vicinity of aLLAOCRT on

-

2
ission of ddrect fire oa enewq, pdllooxes. On 13 #eb u‘k,



OUR River at vicinity -of DILLINGuN. 'In addition, the remainier of Company C
crossed OUR River and occupied direct fire positions in support of the 3191:!1
Inf Regt. On 16 Feb 45, Company A moved from indirect fire positions, crossed
OUR River to vicinity BOLLENDORF (LOO4L) and occupied defensive positicns. On
15 reb 45, Bn CP moved from STEGEN to BEITZNLORF (P9043) in order to be of more
effective aid to firing companies, .
19 - 28 February

From 1923 Feb 45 the firing companies engaged enemy positions, pillboxes,
and tanks from various positions in vicinity of CRUCHTEN (P9845), STOCKIGT (LOQ45),
KOKPZRICH (P9u48), and OBR3GuiaN (P94h9)s On 23 Feb 45, Company B placed direct
fire on thc towns of METTENDORF (P993508) which assisted in its capture. On 24
Feb 45, Company A occupied direct rire positions firing on enemy vehicles and
personiel and also into the villages of STHFFRSHOF (L0O150) and BULG (LO152).
Cox’npany A's CP moved to FRIILING=N (¥9947). On same date, Company B CP moved
to LAHR (P9650) and Company C's CP moved to GEICHLINC:N (9551). In addition,
Bn CP crossed the OUR River and moved into CRUCHTAN (P9845). ©On 25 Feb 45, Hg
Co (Rr) moved from STi3EN to BuTTENDORF (P9042). Company 4 remained in cirect
fire positions with lst Platoon moving to vicinity of BRIWINGIN (L 018533), and
3d Flatoon moved to METTENDORF (P9951). Company C!'s lst Flatoon moved to
OLinADEN (P9958567)e 2d Platoon remained in direct fire position in support of
3d Bn of 319th Inf Regt. Oa 26 Feb 45, Ren Company movéd to LSTTINOORF (F9951).
Cozpany A's CF moved to HUTTERSCH.ID (LO:=56), lst Flatoon moved to vicinity of
bIandL 027 (LO858), 2. Flatoon moved to LULHACKE (LQy5550), 3d Platoon moved to vicin-
ity of hi.ulu (LO850), Company 5 remained in LakR (P9650), .ith exce;;aion of
3d Platoon which occupied posidon Nu of LaiiTAWORF (L0055C5). Jompany C's oP

moved to ALIsChaX) (LO458), lst Flztoon vicinity PHILIPFS.ZILA (Los02), 2d Flatoon

“vicinity SIDINGZN (LO358), 3d Flatoon moved to ALISCEZID (LOL58)e On 27 Feb 4547/]
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Hg vo moved to iz a.iCuar (PY$51). ..cn Zo moval to SIZRUIOON (Logs8). oo any
als 23 Flatoon moved to vicinity q.f LJISSLANNSDORF (LO735).  Gonsany =ts J3d
Flatcon returned to Company control and moved to LAER (r985C), On 23 Feb 45
3n COF Lovad to MITUANDORF (F9Y51). Company A remained in direc: rfire positions
with Co CP moving to 3I xi3DORF (LJ858). Coarany C's CP and all three platoons
in vicinity of .aIDINGSN (LO257).
rins the month, Reconnaissance Campany was busily ensaged on reconnaissance

missions, locating and occupying OPs, and reportins valuable information con=
cerning the enemy. Reconnaissance for routes, stream crossing and CP's were
primsry mission. In addition, enemy minefields, installations, and location of
personnel were reported.

Hq Yo continued its role of adminmistration ana supply during the period.
Results oI tne Sattalion's operations against the enemy are as followss

snamy Tanks Lestroyed = 4 snemy KNG Nests — 2 Rocket Sights - 1

sneqy Half-Tracks -2 speay AT uns - 7  Pi's Captured - 85

Sneay SP guns -8 Bnemy Piliboxes- 12
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SECTION II

S-2 Repert

Perjed ]1-28 February 1945
Maps: Germany - 1/25,000, GSGS No. 44lk
Sheets Number 5903, 590k, 5905, 6003, 6004, 6005, 6103, 6104, 6105.
Sheste. Nanbes 1071220 137 32, 290
Central Burope - 1/100,000, asG3 Namber hkl6.
Sheets Mumber 3-1, 1.1, *1.
1 - 5 Pebruary 1945

After the action of Jamary in the Bastogane-St. Vith area the &l1th Tank
Destroyer Battalion ws relisved from attachment to the llth Arad Div, which
Was in reserve at the time, and ordered to move to vicinity of STEGEN, Luxes-
bourg (P875378) oa 2 February 1945 Here the unit was attached to the 80th
Inf Div whose sector wmas generally from ROTH, Germany, (P913483) on the OUR
River, scuth to BOLLRNDORF, Germany, (LO14O) on the SAUER River.

Ianvestigation disclesed that the emesy was haldiag a line fellowing east
bank of the OUR and SAUER Rivers with mines, booky treps, anti-taak ebstacles
and pillbaxes sanned by the 1st, 5th, 6th and 7th Compamies, 915th Begt, 3524
VG Div, and 2d Bn of 43d Regt, 212th VG Div, IEstimsted stremgth of this held-
ing farce was 665 men.

Thirty-eight pillbacxes known to be ocoupied en eur froat were reperted by
the 80th Dive A plan of attach was warked eut for A and B Companies te fire
direct ea pillbaxes from west bank of the River. Supperting fire by artillery
wes arranged for the 905th FA Pa with 155am Eowitsers fursishiag the esverisg
fire, The pleawas for the task destreyers te fire apprexisately 10 resnds thea
sove backe This firiag was haspered by mia and fog, but ia spite of the peer _—
visibility Cespany A somred feaur direet hits with t-rru.muw ¢

frea the meay. ‘ Ram o ~n S
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It was learned from two deserters from the 7th Co, 9151'41 Regt that their
ocompany ocoupied nine bunkers with N0O, and sévea men in eadch.

Eneay xines were generally used all along the River defenses with widely
dispersed npmmltiv’ Regel mines between OUR River and bunker line at
Gentingen. In many cases wires were attached to full igniters exteading frea
mine to mine, comnected to cause simltanscus explosion.

6-10 February 1945

The firet appearance of enemy tanks was made on 6 February in the vicinity
of AMELDINGEN entering the town from the NE., The firing Companies centimmed
their mission of direct firing on pillbaxes and imstallations along the line.

On 7 February the 319th Inf Regt, 80th U, S, Div had two and ocne-half
companies across Rivers Here they received heavy small arms, mortar and artillery
fire oa the crossing sites The snemy made extensive use of Nebelwefer fire. At
1615 hours the ponton txridge was knocked ocut by artillery. Heavy shelling with
aortars and artillexry was received by 80th U, S, Div Engineers while trying_ to
rebuild the bridgee

Company A, 811th T Ba, was given mission to furnish four destrayers to
wark in pairs with a direct laying FA Ba. Heavy eneay activily reported east
of BETTEL., Appareantly reinforcemeat were brought up by the enemy as they becams
aware of a determined U, S, thrust on this sectere On 8 ?cbrnry Company C
destrayed one eaemy rocket position at P983453 and a pillbox located at P945455.

Contimned pillbox firing was accomplished by all Companies throughout the
initial thrusts by 80th Inf Div to secure a bridgehead, 1st and 2d Companies,
1130th VG Regt identified at P990433, with Ba CP at P99k

EE—
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Reconnaissance Company -htainc.l OPts during the month, v"mm aovements
of the enemy and in many cases acting as r forward observers.

On 10 February 15 men surrendered frem pillbex P94%45, after firing by~
Company A, $11th T Ba.

T™he onsay contimmed his defemse by using artillery, mortar (8lmm and 120ma)
and Nebelwefer firee. There was a noticable lessening of nel;ino gun fire, mainly
on the crossing sites.

11 - 15 February 195

On 11 February the eaemy attespted to caunter-attack abeut 1120 howrs in
vicinity P982446, but was dispersed by our artillery fire, Our cbservers re=-
ported much movement by foot troops and horao-d:;nn vehicles toward ocur lines
through HOMMERDINGEN, CHUCHTEM, LAHR and OBERSGEGEN. Another counter-attack
attempted to fom on the moraning of 12 February but this was also dispersed with
no 'pamd lost by our troops.

The enemy brought up a few tanks and SP guns to bring direct fire on ocur
bridgehead and contimed heavy resistance was encountered by our troops from
pillbaxes and dug-in positions.

Our reconnaissance observed columns of feot troops, horse-drawn vehicles,
aortar vehicles, amored cars, and tanks moving socuth and socutheast in the
vicinity of LAHR P9650, MEITEMDORF P9950, HOMERDINGEN P9846, and FREILINGEN
P9924T7. Several small counter-attacks were launched vicinity WALLENDORF and
South CRUCHTEN on 15 February. Knemy contimed to occupy defensive positions
on east-west ridge south of CRUCHTEN,

16 « 20 February 1945
South and east of BIESDORF and in vicinity of ROHRBACH LOOLs which proved

to be the left flank of 3524 VG Div, whose CP was in ROHRBAGH, becaSie a center I

-3 -
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of activity as contimmed reports of both men and vehicles in that sector, were
made. It was near this location that Lt B, C. Sawyer of Company A narrowly
escaped capture and reported killing or wounding six of the enemy before his
escape after darkness.

PW's contime to report lack of gasaline for their tanks and SP guns, In
many cdu the enemy wms found using such guss as statiomry artillery, and in
others the vehicles were reported to be immobilizsed and parked inm buildings.

On 18 February the enesy front lines on the 80th Div sector were generally

NIBDDWSGUGEN, KbwsNIG, FREILINGsN and NUSBAUM. The enemy began using cosbat

teams at this time compesed of remmants frea various cutfits, whose mission was
to defend t0o the last man. 4s a result of this our ferces met stiffened re~
sistance on all sections, The new HETLER type SP ATl Gnna were first encountered
in this area on or abeut 19 February. The 610th AT Ba which previocusly was
identifisd on the 5th Div sector moved over to 318th Regt, 80th Inf Div froat.

Our firing Companies, A, B, and U centimed their missioas attached to the
three Inf Regts of 80th Div, and pushed the attack to aocrth and easts, By 20
Pebruary the enemy was defeading alang a lime morth of BOTH, OBERSGHGSN, LAHR,
GECHLINGSN, MSITEMDORF te DETTINGEN.

| . 2l - 2% February 1945

knemy stubboraly resisted with fire frem S/A, tasks, SP and AT guns. 16
tanks, 3 3P guns, 4 towed guns (3 77am and 1 88mm) were kmocked cut 21 February

1% 5 Combat team SGHWIRTL, remmants of 276th VG Div, and Comad Team MOERDNG,

elenents of 276th VG Div were idestified ca this sector. Ouly iselated groups
ia tewss were remainiang west of Prwum River,

-k -




25 = 28 February 1945

By 26 February 1945 the eneay appeared to be disorganised hy our advance
and was maling effarts to withdraw to east of KYLL River to establish a defensive
line theree The enemy froat lines were from the northern boundary of 80th Div
in vicinity of MAVEL on the Prum River to HAMM then east to LIESSEM, (L101591),
at the end of the month. The 1st Bn, 694th VGR, 34,0th VG Div, and the 4th Co,
VOLESSTRUM EIFEL were identified on this line. The enemy contimued to make use
of mines, AT ditches, roadblocks, abbatis, and dug~in positions to delay the
advance through the Westwall, ’

Ren A B C Tota)
Tanks, Mk V or VI 2 2 Iy
Half-Tracks 2 2
SP Guns 7 1 8
MG Nests l 1 2
AT Guns 1 6 7
Fillbaxes 2 2 8 12
Rocket Sites 1l 1l
Prisoners 5 31 1 is 8

Xilled and Wounded (estimated) - 150
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SECTION IXI -
S-4 REPART

A= 28 February Joa5

During tbhe month of February all classes of supplies except Class III
were drawn from the 80th Iaf Div. ]

Supply lines were generally short, but road conditions were bad and con=
sidersble time was spent traversing said roads.

Following is a breakdown by classes of supplys

Clags I

CQlass I supplies were easily accessible. Considerable amounts of emergency
K" rations were consumed by the firing companies during the imitial River cross-
ing. ALl companies received rations every day. A ration vehicle should be
authorised for a T Ba. |

Sass I

Class II supplies were pleatiful.

ss III

A1l Qass III supplies were drawn from Aray and Corps dumps. This necessi-
~tated long hauls over very bad roads. Gas and oil was not drawn from the Div
because of their inability to maintain adequate reserves.

Class IV

All Class IV supplies were generally available.

ass V .

During this periad considerable Class V supplies were expended. ASP's were

centrally located. Considerable CPT-105 futes were expended. |




Tshioular Lessess

Car, Armd, Utllity, M-20
Car, Armd, Light, M-8
Carrisge, Mir, 7‘-, M-18

Vehicle, Tk Recovery, M~32
Trailer, 1/k Ton, 2 Theal
Cargo

Trailer, Amme, N-10, Truck
1/k Ton,” hxi

Treailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel

_Carge

Truck, 3/k Ton, 4xk, w/o
W/12 Volt System
Truck, 1 1/2 Ton &xb
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, 6xé

Total

Yehicular Replacepente;

Car, Armd, Utility, M-20
Car, Armd, Light, M-8
Carrisge, Mir, 76am, M-18
Vehicle, Tk Recovery, M-32
‘1‘ra1].oc.r r, 1/4 Ton, 2 Wheel

g°
Treiler, Ammo, N-10
Track, 1/k Ton, 4xh
Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Theel

Cargo

Carrisr, Cargo, M=29
Truck, 3/k Ton, kxk w/c
W/12 Volt Systea
Track, 1 1/2 Ton, 6x6
Truck 2 1/2 Ton, 6x6

Total

o
© OO0 O O ©° OOOOF
© 00O ©O O o OOOOE
= 000 O ©o© O HOOO'P
w IOOO © ©o o OWOOP
© o000 ©O© © o© OOOO'O

ot
® [OO0K HE WNhO OOOOF
M JIOOO0 00 odNo QOOOlU

® JOOO ©0O0 MdMWO OWOOlo

Total
0
0
3
5
0
0
o
0
0
2
o
Total
o
0
o
0
1
n
1
1
1
0
0
2%

w loco oco woo ooooﬁ
w (e Nalal 00 WOOo °°°4>

Anmpition Expendeds
T6am, HE = T,h55
m. m m - 5’122
Cal, 30 NG - 0
Cal. 30 Rifle
Cal, 30 Carbine
Cal, 45 Ball
37mm, HE

37mm, APC
37am, Canister
8laa, Mortar, HE

L I I I |
o
W
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Asmnjtion Fapended Copt'ds
Rockets, AT, M6A3
Grenade, AT
Mine, AT, HE, MIA1
Grenade, Hand, Freg

coooFr
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S=1 REPORT
SECTION IV

3= 28 February 195

TABLE NMUMBER 1,

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken from Morning Reports up to
and including 28 February 19,45 for the
periad 1 -~ 28 February 19%5.)

DATF KA DN NA I\ M 0 O

7 Feb 1w
8 Feb M
* % %

10 Feb 1 3 1
L X R :

13 Fed 1
* % ®

15 Feb 1
* % *

18 Feb 1l

* *®

20 Fed 1l
2]l Feb 1l
* R n

23 Fed , 2
** %

25 Fed 3*;

TOTAL 1 8 1l

Sla-no-wwwwu.»w

*Freviously reparted MIA, information received showing men KIA.
TAELE NOMBER 2.

FRISQNIRS OF WAR CAPTURID

Date ‘ ms

18 Feb 2 .

20 Peb 39

23 Feb 25

TOTAL 85
ele

[ O U - T‘%
bt
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TABLE NUMBER 3,
REFLACRMENTS RECKIVED
(Including Hospital Returnees)

Date ¥o,
11 Feb 2
1, Feb 8
18 Feb 2
19 Fedb 19
20 Feb 1l
23 Fed 1l
25 Fed ;é .
TOTAL b9

TABLE NUMBER /.

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Decorations awarded froa 1 Feb 45 to 28 Feb 45, incl.

No,

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Distinguished Service Cross

Silver Star (Posthumously)

A Silver Star

— Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star

9 _Bronse Star Medal

— Bronse Star Medal (Posthumously)

Oak Leaf Cluster to Brome Star

Air Nedal

Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal

— Soldierts Medal

6 Purple Heart Award

1 (1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
— (2d) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart




HEADLUARTERS
811TH TANK DESTROYZR BATTALION
APO 403, U. S. ARMY
6 april 1945

SUBJECT: After Action Report Against the Enemy, 1 - 31 March 1945.
TO ¢ The Adjutant General, U, S. Army, Washington, D. C.
THRU ¢ Commanding General, 80th Inf Div, APO 80, U, S. Army.

Submitted herewith in accordance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105,
as amended by Change 3 and Change L4, reports After Action Against the Znemy
for the 8l1lth Tank Destroyer Battalion, for the period 1 - 31 March 1945.

For the Battalion Commander:
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SICTION I
S-3 REPORT

From 0001 1 Mar 45 to 24,00 31 Mar 45
Map Scale: 1/100,000
Sheets Numbers R=2, i-3, S-1, S-2, S-3, S+, TL - T2 = T3 - T-4, UL, U2 and U3.
1-5 Mar 45
at the beginning of period, the Battalion was attached to 80t.h. Inf Div

with one letter Company attached to each Infantry Regiment. Units were located -
as followss

Bn CP - METTENDORF (P99503 .

Ren Co - BIERSDORF (L0858

Co A - OBERWZILER (LO761)

Co B -~ See below

Co C - EIDINGEN (LO358)

On 1 March 1945 Cempany B plus one Reconnaissance platoon (with CT 318/80th

Inf Div) moved from 80th Inf Div sector and occupied indirect fire positiens in
vicinity of IDASHEIM (L165425) located in 76th Inf Div sector. On 3 March 1945
they were relieved. of this mission with 76th Inf Div. Company B plus Ren platoon
returned to 80th Inf Div zone with Company B odcupying positiens at (L115576).
Ren platoon reverted back to Company control. On 3 March 1945 8llth Tank Des-
troyer Battalion (less Co B) was relieved from attachment 80th Inf Div and
attached i4th Armd Div. Hq, Ren and C (less 1 platoon) Companies attached CCR,
4th Armd Div, and Company A attached CCA, 4th Armd Div. One platoon, Campany C,
attached 25th Cavalry Squadron. The Battalion, less Company B and 1 platoon
Campany C, moved to asseably area 1/2 mile west of RITTERSDORF (L1156) ea 4
March 1945 in anticipation of movement with 4Lth Armd Div; however, at O4 2200
March 1945 the Battalion (less Co B and 1 platoon Co C) relieved of attachment

to 4th Aymd Div and reattached to 80th Inf Div. One platocon Cempany C r-d.n‘b‘¢




| -

attached 25th Cavalry Squadron. During this five day period, the fallowing
towns in the Battalion's zone of advance were cleared of the enemy: OBERWEILER
(LO7&1), EHL:NZ (L0960), SCHLEID (L1163), MALBERG and BEIDDENBACH.
- 5=11 March 1945
The 5th of Ma.ch 1945 finds the Battalion in the fallowing positions pre-

paring to continue the attach east of KYLL RIVER in vicinity BITBURG (L1353)s

Bn CP, Hq Co - RITTERSDORF (L1156)

Ren Co - BIZRSDORF (L0858)

Co A - BITBURG (L1353)

Co B - (L115585)

Co C - BIKENDORF (L1160)

On 7 March 1945 Company C moved with 319th Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div, to 76th

Inf Div secior. Company occupied position in vicinity IDENHEIM (L1645). On 9
harch 1945 the Campany was relieved from this assignment and returned to 80th
Inf Div sector and occupied positions vicinity BICKENDORF (LllSéOB)._ On 10
March 1945 the Jattalion (less 2d platoon, Co C, which was still attached 25th
Cavalry Squadron, 4th Armd Div) relieved from attachment 80th Inf Div and attach-
ed to 89t Inf Dive On 11 March 1945, the Sattalion (less Hq.Rear and 2d platoon,
vo v) moved from 80th lnf viv sector to 85th lnf viv zone. Bn UP, hicn and B
Campanies were Located at GINDO.F (L2257), Company U in OBaRKAIL {(L2460) and Lo
4 in OnSralDe 1n acdition, the 2d platoon, Company C, which had been working with
25th vavalry ogua.ron, 4th Armd viv, was relieved of this attachment and returned
to Campany control. Flatoon moved to OBERKAIL (L2460). At 11 1445 March 1945
the oattalion was relieved of attachment 89th inf viv, XII vorps, and attached to
80th lInf viv, A4 Coarps. rlans were made auring the night to move to XX Corps
s.ctor in vicinity RshdCH, LuXsbOurGe From 5-12 March 1945, the Battalion was not

in continuous contact with the eneny. At such times, the Battalion conducted

raintenance ol all vehicles ana rehabilitation of personnel. ' 20
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12-15 March 1945

On the morning of 12 March 1945, the battalion made a road march from.
SINDOSF (L2257) to vicinity REMICH, LUXEMSOURG, which was in the zone of 8Cth
Inf Div, XX Corps. Upon arrival there, Hq, ficn and B Companies occupied
billets in ELLANGE (P9603), and Companies A and C in WELFRANGE (P9505). On
13 March 1945 the 80th Inf Div's SOP normal attachment of ID's to the infantry
went into effect with Company A attacied 317th Inf Regt; Company B actached
318th Inf -egt and Company C attached 319th Inf Legt, 80th Inf Div, On 13
March 1945 Bn CP and acn Company moved fram SLLANGE, LUXSMBOURG, to SAARBURG
(L1412), G:OMANY; Campany & to (L2012); Company B to BEURIG (L1512); Company C
to (L2011). On L4 March 1945 Hq Co (Rr) moved to BZURIG (L1512); Campanies A,
B, and C to (L2011), (L2512) and (I2012), respectively. Un 15 March 1945 tompany
A fired on enemy tanks and pillboxes in vicinity (L2215).

. 15=-18 March 1945

At 15 2130 March 1945 Rcen Company was attached 319th Inf Regt, 80th Inf viv.
licen was comucte.d along the negiment's front aduring the remainaer or the period.
Vampa :les A, 5, ana U continuea their aavance in vivision zone and on tne 18th
oI March 1945 had resGheq the toLlowlng pointss

Campany A - OBERTHAL (L53QR); Company B = WEISKIRGHEN (L3407); Company C -
THELEY (L4800). From 12 to 18 March 1945, the Sattalion assisted in clearing
the enemy from the following towns in its zone of advances GRZIMERATH (L2407),
SCHEIDEN (L2705), BERGEN (L240,), WALDHOLZBAGH (L2906), HAUSVAGH (12401), BRITTEN
(L2303), LOSHEIM (L2801), AHLEN (Q3099), MITLOSHEIM (L300i), RAPPWEILER (L3205),
ZWALBACH (L3106), MICHELBAGH (Q3496), NUNKIRCHEN (Q3598), LOCKWEILER (L.4103),
KRETTNICGH (L4203).

S Y
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19-25 March 1945

First five days of this period consisted almost in its entirety of sweeping
advances against the enemy. Unly token resistance was encountered by our units.
Chief obstacles to our progress consisted mainly of roadblocks and some sniper
fire. Battalion out of contact with enemy during last two days of period. On
the 21st of March 1945 Reconna.ssance Company was released fram attachment 319th
Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div, and returned to Battalion conwrol. The Company was then
assigned the following missiont |

a. Maintain contact with friendly armor in Divisien zena.

b. Report front line dispositions won troops, and

ce Ianvestigate and report any hostile armor or AT,

On 22 March 1945 the letter Companies were released from attachment Infantry
Regt and returned to Battalion contral in vicinity FREIDELSHEIM, GERMANY. This
was done in preparation for an expected order to move north and regroup. On 2,
March 1945 the Battalion moved from FREIDELSHEIM (R3594) to WALDGREHWEILER (MDOL8)
and GANGLOFF (L9718), where the Battalion went into Corps reserve. The 25th of
March 1945 was spent on rehabilitation of personnel and equipment. '

26-31 March 1945

On 26 March 1945 the Battalion was alerted for movement further north in
erder to be nearer the crossing site on the FHINE RIVER. Accordingly, on 27
March 1945 the Battalion (Less Hq Rr) moved frem Waldgrehweiler (MOGLE) and
GANGLOFF (L9718) to the fellewing lecatienss | |

Ba CP and Ron Ce - GAU ALGESHEIM (M2051); Company A - NEIDER"SAULHEIM
(M3042) ; Campany B - EDR INGELHEIM (M2,53); Company C - Preparing to cress RHINE
RIVER in vicinity MAINE.
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During this period, swift progress was made against the enemy, with no
organized enemy iront lines encountered. oy 30 March 1945 the entire Battalion
had crossed the RHINE RIVER, From the 26th to 31lst March 1945 Battalion CP
moved a total of one hundred seventy-eight (178) miles. At close of period
(31 24,00 Mar 45), units were located as followss

Ba CP, Med Det and Ren Co - NEUKIRCHEN (31353); Hq Co (Rr) - RIEBHLSDORF
(H1155); Company A - ZIBGENHAIN (H0558); Company B - HOMBERG (H1772), and Company
C at (H2260). The fallowing enemy equipment and personnel were destroyed during’

the month of March 19453

Tanks = = =.= = = = 26 20mm Flak Guns = = = = = v
Half Tracks - - - = 3 21/2 Ton Trucks = = - = 2
Scout-Cars - - - - 1 Horses = = - = = - - -k
SP Guns = = = = = - 2  Wagoms = -~ = == =~ = = 3
Trtars = = = = - - 1l Jeeps = = = = = = = = = 1l
AT Guns = = = - - = L PW's Captured - - - - = 552
Arty Pieces = - = - 1 Approx Enemy Killed -~ - 179
Pillboxes - - - = - 5 Apprax Enemy Wounded - - 265

Jewis @ g
HLAINE C. T

Major, FA (),
s-3.
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SECTION II - m

S-2 REPORT
From OO0l 1 Mar 45 to 24,00 31 Mar 45
baps; Central Europe - 1/100,000, GSGB 4416.

Sheets Number: R-2, R-3, R4, S1, S2, S3, S4, T1, T2, T3, T, U1, ®
and U3,

Eastern France - 1/50,000, GSGS 4471.

Sheets Number: XXXIV, 10, 11; XXXV, 10, 11; XXXVI, 10, 11, XXXVII, 10,
11, XXV1II, 10, 11.
GSGS 4505, Sheets Number 22, 41, 42, 61, 102, 103, 131,
132, 133, 161, 162, 163 and 192,

The 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion attached to the 80th Inf Div continued
the attack through the German ilest vWall defenses, The enemy, according to reports,
was maintaining a line on the east bank of the NIMS Ri.ver. Light resistance was
offered with small arms in HEILLZNBACH (L0863), but the town was cleared with 63
Pu's 'taken. -

Larg;s concentrations of heavy tanks and trucks were reported to be within a
2 mile radius at (L1973). This was believed to be a new division arriving, but
an attack fram them never materialized due to our air activity and swift groumd
advance by U, Se 4th Armd Div,

By 5 March the enemy line followed along the KYLL River. Units contacted
were elements of 9th VG Div, 79th VG Div, 246th VG Div, and a March Battalion of
2d Pz Div. Four enemy tanks appeared north of MEISBURG (L2568) and nine Tiger
Tanks of the 506th Tk Bn were reported at (L154724). |

5-11 March 1945

Small agroups of enemy infantry attempted to delay advance of forward elements
in XII Corps sector. Only light and scattered resistance was encountered consist-
ing of small arms and machine gun fire. On 5 March the 2d platoon ef Company C,

811th Tank Jestroyer Battalion, was attached to 25th Cavalry,g gred Div,

-1~



joined them at 0845 hours. They proceeded to KYLLBURGWEILER. They were re}ieved
and reverted to Battalion control oan 11 March 1945,

On 10 March the 8l1th Tank Destroyer Battalion was relieved from attachment
to 80th Iaf Div and attached to 89th Iaf Div,

On 11 March forward CP moved to GINDORF, GERMANY (1.219575), and closed at
1035 hours. 8l1th Tank Destroyer Battalion was relieved fram attachment to 8%th
Inf Div and attached to XX Corps. '

12-17 March 1945

The 811th Tank Destroyer Sattalion moved from GINDORF, GERMANY, to ELLANGE,
LUXZMBOURG, (P9603) on 12 March 1945. Here the Battalion was reattached to 80th
Inf Div, whose sector covered appraximately 4,000 yards fram (L1615) to south
of SAARBURG, GERMANY, (L1511), extending east about 6,000 yards where it extended
so;xth to (LOR5), the 26th Inf Div's boundary. The 94th Inf Div was located on
the left flank,

Enemy units known to be on the 80th Inf Div's sector front were: (1) 136th
Mtn Inf Regt, 137th Mtn Inf Regt, 111lth Mtn Arty Regt, 67th Mtn Rcn Bn, 55th Mtn
AT Bn, 67th Mtn Zngr Bn, and 67th Mtn Sig Bn, all units of 2d Mtn Div. (2) é6th

~ 88 Mtn Div, composed of 1lth SS Mtn Gren Regt "REINHARDT HEYDRICH", 12th SS Mtn

Gren Regt "MICHAEL GAISMAIR", 6th SS Mtn Arty Regt, 6th SS Mtn Rcn Bn, 506th SS
Pz Gren Bn (atchd), 6th SS Mtn Eagr Bn, and 6th SS Mtn Sig Bn.

On 13 March 1945 Bn Fwd CP moved from ELLANGE (P9603), LUXEMBOURG, to
SAARBURG, (Ul415) GERMANY. The enemy defended his positions stubbornly with
assault guns, small arms fire, artillery, roadblocks, booby traps, and smail.l
scale counter attacks. Situation became fluid as the enemy defenses were pene-

trated. Forward CP located at FIRIBELSHEIM, G (R3594 )«

DD
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The enemy at this time had no established front lines to our knowledge,

17-20 March 1945

and the situation was fluid. Miscellaneous units were contacted by 80th Inf
. Div, mostly from 416th Inf Div, 2d Mtn Div, and 17th SS Pz Gren Div.

On 18 March scattered and indifferent resistance was met as our troops
advanced rapidly to the east. Many towns were cleared in the Division zone.
Use of roadblocks, mines and other defensive works seemed to décrease during
this advance. Only small concentrations of artillery fire were received in

_ towns, ALSWEILER (Q5197), MIEPEL (Qu098), and NIEDERKIRGHEN (Q6596).

The rapid advance met only a fleeing enemy. KIASERLAUTERN (R0293), all
towns to the west and for 13 kilometers east in our zone was cleared of enemy
by 2C March 1945. Our leading companies with 80th Inf Div reached HOCHSPEYER
(L1193) and EAKENBAGH.

-20-26 March 1945

Contact with the enemy was lost on 21 March, but on 22 March approximately
500 PW's were t&w by the Division. Increased enemy air activity was en-
countered during this period with columns south aml west of MAXDORF (R.,098)
strafed and bombed during the hours of darkness, On 25 March coatact with the
eneny was again lost by ocur troops.

26-31 March 195

Enemy freat lines were along the east bank of the RHINE River on the 26th
of Mareh. Seme of the islands in the Biver were also occupied. The town of
MAINZ (M375h) received heavy concentrations of enemy artillery fire during the
eerly part of this peried.

Capabilities of the enemy at this time were to defend aleng north bank ef -

BHINE and MAIN Rivers with elements dtholmmnivaﬂnrim battle groups

, nqrhd -r edministrative and vm:mn The mum

3(.
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andMd .dver wao at first stubborn, consistin:; ol small arms, automstic weapons,
ad <Vmm aA fire, however, as the attack continu d the resistance became dis-
orsanized and ineffectual as large numbers of enemy surrendered in groups.

The idver M.iIN was crossed during the periods In most cases our forward
elanents were welcamed by civilian population who stated that they had been
es--erly looking forward o Allied occupation,

at the end o the month tie situation still remained fluid. Indications
were, however, that the enemy would establish a MLKE on the high ground northeast -
of the FILDA idiver between (H220905) GUXHAGEN and (HALO0550) KATHUS. The 326th
VG viv together with 166th Div, 356th Inf Div, 1066th Arty Regt, and 5th Para
Div will be used to man this line.

Our acvance was slowed by blown bridges and other defensive works while
fierce resistance fram small arms, automatic weapons, mortar and direct fire
weapaons met our forcées north of FDER River.

The Sattalion forward GP was located at NEUKIRGHEN (H1353) at the close of
the period, |

KNOWN INEXY EQUIPMENT

Destroyed by 8l1th TD Ba
Month of March

Bquipment Hg Reg A B

Tanks, Mk V or VI or 77 4 1
Half-Tracks

Armd Cars

Scout Cars

SP Guns 1
Horses

wagons 1
Jeeps 1l

2 1/2 Ton Trucks

s

DHWEFEDMHE WO

<

Pal
3
1l
1l
b
2
2




I

Enemy Positions

kortar Positions
AT Guns

. (

Hg Ren _A _B

Artillery rositions

~illboxes
© 20mm Flak Guns

Enemy Personnel
Losses

Pri.oners
Killed (Approx)
wounded (Approx)

Q

W
EunHEH

37 69 52 25 369 552
68 73 38 179
9 B 70 265

e ¢ im0 07 Ly B
MELVIN J. BRYSCN,
Captain, FA (ID)

Se2




SECTION III

5= REPORT

1-31 March 1945

1. The requirements of this organization were generally good for all classes
of supply.

Glass 1

Miodified "B" ration was available for approximately the first half of the
month. The latter two weeks consisted of "10 in 1", and "C' rations.

Class II

Good.

Class II1

The latter part of the month was one of contiruous movement. In spite of
the high requirements this Battalion never suffered seriously from lack of fuel
and .lubrications .

Class IV

Good.

Class V

Good.

2. The one serious handicap has been the almost non-existent ordnance sugport,
especially with armored vehicles. The supporting units have been as far as 65
miles in rear of our rezr most elements. 4As a result owr maintenance continuously
fell behind.

3+ Road conditions have been excellent.

L+ Vehicular Lossess

Hg fen A B ¢ Total
Car, Armd, Utility, M2C 0 0 0o 1T 0 1
Car, Armd, Light, kg o 0 o o0 0 0
Carriage, Xtr, 76mm Gun M18 0 0 1 3 0 L 24
Vehicle, Tank Recovery M32 0 0 0 0 0 0 e

-1 -
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‘ (Vehicul .r Losses, cont'd) |
Hg nen A B ¢ Total #
Trailer, 1/4 Ton, 2 «heel O 0 0 0 0 0
Trailer, Ammo, 110 0 0 o 0 o 0
Truck, 1/4 Ton 4ds 0 0 0 2 0 2
Trailer, 1 Ton,2 iheel 0 0 0 0 0 0
Truck, 3/k Ton, L4, w/o0
ii/12 Volt System 0 0 0O 0 © 0
Truck, 1 1/2 Ton, 6x6 0 0 0 0 0 0
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, 6x6 0 0 O 0 0 0
Total 0 0 1 6 0 7
5. Vehicular Replacementss
Hgq fcn A B c Total
Car, Armd, Utility, M20 0 0 0] 1l 0 1l
Car, Armd, Light, M8 0 0 o 0 © 0
Carriage, Mtr, 76mm Gun, 118 O 0 o 2 0 2
Vehicle Tank Recovery, M32 O 0 0 0 0] 0
Trailer, 1/4 Ton, 2 iheel O 0 0o 0 1 1
Treiler, ammo, MIO 0 0 0 0 0 0 ;
l Truck, 1/4 Ton, u4xs 0 0 o 2 0 2
‘ Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 .heel
v vargo 0 o 0 0 0 o
Carrier, Cargo, M29 . 0 0 0 0 0 0
Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4x:, W/c
w/12 Volt System 0 0 0 0 0 0
Truck, 1 1/2 Ton, éx6 0 0 0 0O o0 0
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, 6x6 0 0 O 0 0 0
‘? Total 0 0 0 5 1 6
6. Ammnition Expended:
76am, HE - 33 37mm, APC - 35
76ma, APC - 66 37ma, Canister - 7
Cal .50 MG - §,980 8lam, Mortar, HE = 0
* N m 030 IG’ - 9’775 ROCth, AT, m - 26
. Cal .30 Rhifle Ball - 1,9% Grenade, AT - 0
Cal .30 nifle AP = 1,620 Mine, AT, HE, M1Al - 5,
;- Cal .30 Carbine - 3,050 Grenade, Hand, Frag - 20
f Cal .45 Ball - 900 Grensde, Inc - 2
{ 37mm, HB - 8 Grenade, WP, M15 2
L
Q c2a




TaBLE NUMBER 1,

=1 RIPORT
S=CTION IV

1l - 31 March 1945

ié@éi!ifgz

3ATILE CASUALTY RZPORT BY TYFE OF CASUALTY
(Fisures taken from Morning Reports up to
and including 31 March 1945 for the period
1 - 31 March 1945.)

KIA

e

DOV MIA

v W w

Date

2 Mar 45
3 Mar 45
5 Mar 45
15 Mar 45
20 Mar 45
28 Mar 45

Total

I MA IO

H O wvWwporos W

REPLACEMENTS RECEIVED
(Including Hospital Returnees)

3 NIV N 5

. U
T B A G L I, /
ST .

PR B 3"1
D iiera it

LYY

o




Tadl i WUMBZL 3,

AYARDS AND DECORATIONS

Decorations awarded from 1 Mar 45 to 31 Mar 45,

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
vistinguished Sarvice Cross .
3ilver Star (Posthumously)

Silver Star

Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star

Bronze Star (Posthumously)

Bronze Star

Oak Leaf Cluster to 3ronze Star

alr kedal

Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal

Soldier's Medal

A5 Purple Heart award

(1st) Oak Lear cluster co Purple Heart
(2d) Cak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart

LT s b |

P

Un 31 karch 1945 an eneqy prison camp containing Allied personnel was
lioerated by the swift udvance of the 6th amnd Div, and thirteen non-commissioned
officers of this organization, who had been missing in action as a result of the
-attle or the Sulge in Deceanber 1944 were liberated. Commanding Officer, 81dth .
Tank Jestroyer —uttalion, visited these men and verified their presence, and as
& result of this personal visit the records of personnel listed as missing in

action nhuve been raduced by thirteen.

Yo
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O Nay 1945
ol.od WMt Aficer Action Report Against the snemy, 1 - 30 April 1915,
AV ¢ the 'Ajutant General, U, S. Army, Washingion, D, C.
vy 3 Comvnddny General, 50uh Inf Div, APv 80, U, S. Army.
Subnitted herevidth in accordance with- paragraph 10, AR 3,;5-105,
Luowended by Ch nie 3 and Cunce L, reports Aftor. Action Agiinst the
énomy for the C1llth funk Destroivr 3attalion, for the period d-30 April LS.

For thn “uttalion domﬁ onders:

1
od LE, FA (TD),

-

Adj ut&nto

/4




S-3 RiEPRT
From U1 0001 Apr L5 to 30 2400 Apr L5 .

During the month of Aprdil, the {1lth TD Bn rem ined cttached to the [Oth
Inf Div vith onc firing com.eny attachod to each infintry re:iiment, ownly ex-
coption w.as from 21 April to 27 Aprdil 15, at vhich time Companics A and C were
attached to 3d Cuv Gp.
1-5 April 1L5

‘From the 1-5 April 1915 the Battalion encounteres stify o weiliion in its
coordinatedottack with the 00th Inf Div acainst the D objecvive of KaSU.LL

(C«30L). Whic resiscance @ nsisted of tanks su: .orted b infantry. 4t aos

“during chis period (1 Apr 65) thot Comnany B, 81ith 10 &n, lost six (u) .-ii's.

Jhoush uhis wes o terrific blow to th> Batt:lion, other units of the bttalion
vere cilled weon anl succeeded in desiroyin ; the enery tanks. own 1 April il
units wore loected as follows: Ba CP cn. Ren Co ot hulidiaus & (0 105710); fiq «
Hq Co at RLuiuLSOURF (H115h); Com any A - ZEIG=0TALN (10559); Com -~y & in oBD
WLLRIGT (LI0KEC5); Com ey C = L L3aiSialUs I (1o 8h0).  AF the ond of this
“ive day .eriod (b Apr hb) the Div objeclive of LhAzssL (C230L; bl been tokn cnd
Cor: mizs.erc in the follo.ins places: Bn CF = Lot doduoiausall Lo 7C); kg
Ho Co - iVLZimaUSshi (lil8s710); Ren Co = AULolealZiAUddl (LOFo-7h)s Com ompm A =
hASSEL (C2 30&), Jon any B - Kasbal (C.30:4)3 Comoiny € = iilelalii (Li2d..D)e

Aftor the loss ol he w=ll's un 1 april I3, Cor any .E’ ~Q3d o D, was
;:ttach\ed wo the Tatt:lion on 5 April L5, liovever, chis Com an woo relieved of
Lhis attochment on 6 April 15 without ~vin - been commitied.

=10 a il L5

en o Aril b <he Cottalion recciv ¢ oo vwarnin: order oo v rolie

tuth Int dv ong attochad t:vo s, and ol & srovesad movonen
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S0 SR G A \edven) s Co AR LLLA i S0 A Jhl L oAl W0 . Suan
chic o cevion, Jho Tivding com onios condimwed hedr clvunes Alh SMto oo L 0Tl
nl’ Jiv iaweul detecwined opposition. At ilo cdloso ol the pordod units ol lle
Lotbalion had recched the opproacies Lo tha ol of SJOFURD (JI3171) whero e
aneiy hadsot ue defenses (ad wos offerin- fanticel rosistonce.  Jhe onamy roudid

to defend koy torrain footwres: chisfl- covms Lhiat vere {avor bl locatads

11-1. april Ld

the Battalion ocontinucd its advimiee souvdtheortiord i I CP ab ..vi.d

VLS50t Y, g o iq Co \Tr) in dulA (JOo5), Ran Go - wulial (J300); Co A -

SAFGELC (I3171)5 o B - ArLia (Jo9.7-0) i So O at .AJuALA (Jolol). This veried
wos characterired by the cepture af @ lir, . nuiber of srisoners and by 1o Abril
L5, the units of the Battilion hud recched the oubskdrts of Jiauddll. Upon
reaching the vicindty of GiukdITZ the voth Inf Div and attached troops vore re-
1i ved in that zone «nd preparec.l to mowe south. wn 10 A il > oo fivin e
conanies werc relioved of attadwient to ihe infantry redrents anl rovert>d <o
Battalion control. The Battalion then moved o an -~ssomdly amea vd b in OF at
(K003002), Hq ¢ Hq Co (K0O36L3), Ren Co (KOdoSL), Co & (J9980Tl), Co B (KO2P0! &),
and Co C (J990635) as a preparation far movement to new Div beundarics.

19-21 Aaril LS

vn 19 April L5, the Battaliun mowed a distance of one hundred and ity
mles (150) to vicinity of SCGWKISDURF (03L1ol3) where the sattalion went into

bivouac. The 20th and 2lst Aaril L5 was s ent on maintanonce of vohicles wnd

-

retabilitativn of personnel.
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. -t To o nx o ovin Ul U 3d dav widl OV A=l o, ot
RN oo -3 PR U G S T hi oy sty oty e DN
SR Wl e roveortwed oL ocontel, it So AV JORNS WS

e Lt A v i radl e UM e sven 1=l AT DY, R (1ot So s C)

ool Gt n o noe of vohdoled, » lwtilita dion of vesauxl and » Syoghor

. ~ . - . \ . - s . " - . .
T Ior o™ anotientss o cnoaunril o Ute Attt lion (=) movad o LhdRe .

L4l 20L) whoere they rewcdncd widil 27 asril.

~f=30 apil

oL a0 e 0L A LAY wae G ada el lsd into cction.e AL O7
oo arr Lo C11 T2 Im =) moewd Smom LN LIG (0hC01) it B oGP and hg &
Ll o o dn 2 AU (O den S0 in JasSealg (TEoo8). wn 28 Apr
Cooh notmed sUP of attoduairnts coont indo offcct with Lo A attached 317th
and et owo B ‘: <Shed 3ot Infleps and Co G attached 319th Inf Rect, 4n
e iZon, om odo, S 1M0 TP Dn, wus cttached fe 31%th Inf Rest, SOt Ind Div,
vl J0oanr Lo, o Rettalion erocsod the ANURE RIVAR in its advence southward,
i on GF closivs dn o T L.0l0S (U2085:8).  en So cartipued reconnaissance
<ot ke dvis cone of advance and at close ol perio., units of the Bmitalion
wer2 in W follovin: loc.cions: h JP - JIRSKCFSH (U279109); L « Kq Co -
LAl ONUG (UL000hE); Ren Co - RUSCAU (U374155); Co A - KIRCHLEH=N (UiL»>276);
30 3 = WILlSGnTdi; Co U= SRILS.ENBAdI (U3551)5). The Battalion ocontinued
Lo ori in conjurc.ion with the ¢oth InfDiv an’ vas passing througnh clements
o o oonth Ind dv and B lio dn: the ot ck of the 13th Armd Div, prepared to
mos u onemy resistance encountered. Units of the Battalion hod reached the

norti ik of the ISAR "IVER,
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Saorlull -1

o2 Adv
From 0001 1 Apr 45 to 2L00 30 Aor LY -

BAPS: Comtral swrope - 1/10¢,000, GSGS 1L1o.
Sheets lumber: R3, Ri, R5, R, RY, 1L S3, b, S5, ., S7, S,
. : Tl" TS, TU’ 17’ U)’ » V?, Vb’ 1&/, u’?, < liE).

C

Germ ny - 1/25,000, GSGS Mali:, 1o2l, 022, loz3, b
W73, 725, hi2l, hG2u, 023, heal, 1932, T,
b3L, 1930, L93v, 5030, 031, 03:, .33, 503,
5035, 030, 513v, 5131, >137, L13h, 5135, :1l30.

Lty W21, Wiel,

r_/ Pt

“he ¢1.+h D Bn attached to th: ¢ 4P In” Div @b th: bezinndn: of the nonth
pressed on in the assault 4 nst Kavall., Reportes incicrved the Germn sarrisons
there consistod of o roximiiely 3,00¢ men .l prepored 0Ll obsiack se all
roads 1 odins into the tovn wore wdned ind the ﬁ:'u;l ro.uisiocks, dzTondod with

AL ans, obe,, vove oncountered.  Jhe oIs ad. Tunk B (WOU sclool for Limers)

was contactsd in this vicinis: <o zthor ik the looth Res Div,035th an ‘n, vdad

1

AATTn, lolh Pu Gr Reul alurm G0, (21 sdsc llinweous trvoce;s formin; costb:it teums.
un 2 April 1915 ';/3 o' KAC 4L had poen cleored (nd our forces .ere rocecd-
in.: throush sni @round o <ma south ol “h- wown., Six Po he VI tanks =n? 11 hark
Pz Kol IV :nd V tonks vere report:d in the Kado .o e . 510 o our deci-oyars
Ler2 lJmecked own wvhen Lper ners cau ht in an ambush earls on tho mwerndn of 2

Aorilyi S, Mo rnemy ME 109's strarad DolBu end vieinity. Pn CP loc ted

CaULSAUSSN (H185710). All wusistance in {4553l ceased on 3 April, n. ool

wijor ARXLa. N, Comnandi; Goneral o Jérrison of ‘.mwn, swronderad hhle-

s:1f ond o estiicted 200 man. - he ettack continued fo tho wd ond cioo. o colnts
of rovist nce wore sncountered viciniis of LT . LTaaloULGAl (C3.C1) o lo.ns in
th o vidniv-, .*‘ment_v counter=attacks ol con nr ocivcenih of Lifinus o 2 o 3

BN AR . N - v b
SRS In suncort o Lors r.oulsede
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The following
1mage(s) may be of
poor quality due to
the poor quality of

the original.
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Forces capaidle o interwventionat tris vim2 includad the cossiti’is of
chose traphad In the "UHR socket, realdcing ohoedir oi niidlon, nd (horeb:
atten-ting to establish a new Ll generally . lon_ & ldne rall .o oo (ETCLT),
NADURG (39822), KASsLL (82303), ~ISfiAck (HEXT). Until this -occic was

cleared the above possitility- rencined a2 chrect ic our ler fiank

511 Aoril 1945

By 5 Ayril our farces ied advanced in rone :nd the enemy front lines .ere
WANDERSLESN (J1900), GZAASLEESN (JL7oL), PRl laGoliud: (J1ooT), 3IaSids
(J1873). Bn CP, 611th TD Bn, was located in HoiiLNGHaUSuN (H173937). Many
bridges clon; Aulobahn wera blown and mined. Cont:zct was 1t ith the enemy
on o April 1945, while our forces ushed ra.idly to the east.

Battalion moved to GUTHA (JOto3). GCo C, 81lth TD Bn, was strofed in column
by enemy aircraft vhile on move to GUTHA 7 April 1945. Slicht enemy resistance
was met by ouwr advancing troops vicinity GI:ISIAULT (le9755) and GANSTAJT (J2165).
\Units contacted znd identifie? by Fii's were stragglers and deserters who had
been awzy from their units for several @S. |

un 8 Aprdl 1945, 81ith TD Bn Pioneer Platoon,Rcn Gé, destroyed with TNT 23
SP guns with 57mm guns, two 57mn stationary guns mounted in turrets, and 2
armored cars With 20m guns in woods vicinity (HG973).

_ Un,9 April 195 the enemy fromt liw s vere TUTTELSTAD? (J2072), ZDAGRN- .
‘SUPRA (J1970), QUTTSTEDT (J2268), NEUDIETENDLRF (J2302), KILL 283 (J2359).
Znemy was attempting to defend with dug-in positions, small arms, automatic
nam,'m basooks fire., Resistance stiffensd with the apyroach to ERFURT
057,

henmhaanoo Ga-pnw wut:lmnd reconnaissance in Div zoos, Sirong points
of udst.m were nt at mun'mr (32361), SCHMIRA (J2766), and ALAGH
.)ﬂu, bm-ﬂ.lm, Mcmpons, AA and mortar fire was re- -
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vt ciasreler, ol Sovh b0 WGl Loave e orted to ba oron ing 2% :.,.
U e v oonerdron Lb L0t o still peovistin s owr csszulb on thoe city,
.t corarlendAns CL T cure=in Lt ldone, dmoen Tes o wov ONlfs OChee Zovera
SNULL = S O C0 oy s an A e rog tved o T roul oo oubokivhe of
e NS e 98 s oroon wored iuooh o defonss of tha i,
L2=17 a1l L5
DU ORI BAN

cnone 1d vwee The
AL Ldoloy) s

\uole

he eonary front 1lines er2 wiknown &os
v ¢l red 1l 130w 1id our reconnaisscncs

Ve l), Gl dlAl

Voan Ly ol ey

loinents recchec Guw
)) nd adoo ookl

NI
(9::172).
Cda (WVLon) v el irad on 1d Aoril.  Resistance there onsisied of sm 1l )
vy o4 0l oocoons ana bosooke fve,
nOOF moved w0 wlalal 1L acsil 185, ten So ®n inuwed on imscion of moking | Y
roomicdos ner in ooth Inl Div oson o 3-2 23w 1vth Ind Rect releyin’ information
ot len S0 o Honn ond med,  an
naiAY (K307

hig etiod closed ocur leadin
TYs ol (K3005) and AUISWAF (Khle9).

April 1945 Bn CP

18 Aprdl 1545
iovad In CP to assembly crea Bzd Kostrobz (KOO3002), Sheet TS, 1/10030‘-:0;
> contace viih enemy. snorge front lines was MITTALBACH (KSo56), STEIN (K5960),

LA (0103), AVISS-WALDE (p8), GARSDURF (K0370), when Bn w's disengaged.

2lements reached
1y point of contact was
55 caner of vaaddiAl, un 17

moved to MBERANs (K33%00)

vut
Units last in contact were ndso:llaneous troovs including Lth LANDESSGHUSTZEN
/ULKSS(RUk, AA battalions, e mbat teams, etc.

The resistance eonsisted of &/A,
u.omstic weayons, &nd Panserfaust,

19 April 195
Bn moved to vicindty of SGHWEISDURF (0-341613).

21 April 195 o
Company A and Comgamy G, 811th TD Bn, attached to 3d Cav Gp.
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PV W In, Less Comvank s A and C, noved to NUNLERG, Sheet No. US (u=Li201).
Fortoo lh1 22 bo 20 April 19L4S one ki 110 deétroyved in fli-:,ht by Corosany C.
Al Lhiy “Are the'w war no mem- defensive line in oont.ac‘t;. Repet s indicated
P i cnem held 'J:«l: follo.An; zencral areas: SiRUZLNG (USLL2), south of the
Janube Uv:r Lo vicinity SLWND (U;351), wooded area at (U3T48), Wcinity KuFERIAK
(UVo.7), vicinity & SUAUSLING (U2450), vicinity S3IDURF (U847, and e general
line vicinity (UL7L2) Si of wooded area o vicinity N of THUGN (UL3L1) to SAAL
(W07:1) to b JPFAHL (UOlL2) .
7 Avril 1 S
RS NYY n, s Condmnies A and G, movad to HLBAU (19558), Sheet VS,

1/10.,000, Coimank s A cnd C raverted back Lo Battalion control,

sovdte kiU (UOSL), Sheot W,  ihemy front lines rZapcrtcd to be just
L0 LA Rivor o nins from ALTEIM N2 to WFDURF and TUNZNBARG -to 50th Inf Div

townt v, vy of foved 1:L it resistanoee as owr forces advanced toxmrd the ISAR

20=30 Aoridl 19L5

At the closc ol the month the enery front lines iere on south side of ISAR

dver Mrom JWALL WG east alons wiver to 1A LING in 80th Div sector.e In the
cesiadt eressing only 1icht resistance wes boaing received. All.tovms north of
Vhe ISAL dn b sone hawe been cleared of enemy as the -weriod ended. Inenty
iiniific tion: nide vete mostly.from replacement, suncly and administration
TWo0T, montly ocur - le *s nd not from actually comuittad combat troons. Resis-

tare” cancde .07 o) xall Tgnatic  gSroujs armted with sm 1l arm, autom:tic w:a ors

vy
i

S Praces usls, & ooridile »osistince nd sca toraed grouns continuad o slow our

1

Sovinioe Loviasnyt e Ll Tdvoe,




WOSTRICTED

L UIPLLLY D50 uDs

Eg Rra CP Ren A 5 C Jo ol

Tenkss
Mk IV 2 1 2 5
ke V 2 1 3
Mk VI 1 1 2
Lialf-ir:cks ) 1 1
Armd CGors 1 1
SP Guns 25 25
Al Guns : 2 5 1 5
20mm AA Guns 1 1
Armo Dump 1 1
murges 2 2
Airpl:ne (in flizht) 1 1
Lortar Posidon 1 1
Vbs wation Post ' 1 1

A 1Y Poibubiisl IoossuSe
Lhg PR CF Ren A B C rfotal
Prisoners 10 15 363 3h7 17€ 202 1,201
- ¥illed (est ) 38 77 85 96 29¢
wounded (es? 5 5 30 70 108

%';,L‘IIT Je ¥
Caytain, MW/ (D),
5-2. .
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G .oss I

Rations issuel for the month of Aprdil consistriof IO « 1'sy, vnl €
tyve ravions, wecooioni: ly wodificd B type retions wore issuad.

Ratione wors »lonviful and no sericus short . es ware sucounterad,

oluss IT

Qlothin eand individuwel ecudpiteny shortacs pervai.od LhTey hwouls the
period. Itens such s vD uniforms, wrercl.othes and siocs o Vo SiIli-
cult 0 obtodn, waxdmum use ol catuwred chnery clothing thich viore iiidlecd
to un.erclothes,

Class 111

Serious shortcges of 50 and 3C weicht oil wes 2xyericnced tiroushoud
the »eriod. wn onz occassion .the rowment of a tank destroyer com oty ws
delayed due to the non-~availability of 50 weisht oile This lack of adequate
sup:lies of oil existed in the Ammy supoly points as well as Division sup,ly
point., Gasoline was plentiful,

Glass IV

_No Remarks
Qass ¥
" Thewsual lack of 76mm HVAP in large quantities existed.

&allumous

Road conditions vere generally good, although frequent delavs and slow
speads resulted from refugees cluttering the roads.

| ~ The Battalion expsrisnced long hauls due % the rapid advance of our
f forward elements, ~ ! 511



http:Div:i.si.on

hq Den A B G ictal
car, Artil, oiility, K20 0 0 0 0 0] O
Gty Avid, Liht, LO C 1 0 0 o] i
Sarrt g, Lir, Tomm dun mlv 0 0 0 6 1 7
Voliicle, Zanic Recovary, .. 0 0 0 0 0 0
‘rodler, -/h fon, 2 ..‘nel 0 0 0 0 0] 0
sredler, A 0y 110 0 0 0 0 0 0
Srack, e Ton s, woo
/12 Volt Systen 0 0 o o o o
Jruck 11/ Pon,oxe 0 0 0 0 -0 0
gadiy, O 172 lon, oo 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total ] 1 0 0 1 8 -
Voar oAl Rurlacd.o.Tos
Hg Ren A B G Total "
Cazy Avmi, Utdlity, w20 0o O 0 o 0 0
Comy AT, Lidit, L6 0o 0 o o0 0 0
Sarrii.v, iir, form, Sw all 0. © 0 3 1 L
Vehiclis Tank Recovery, W32 0 0 h 0 0 1
Treiler, 1/L Ton, < Wleel 0 ¢ 0 0 0 (o]
Triiier, Ammo, K10 0 0 0 0 0 0
Truck, 1/ ion, lpd: 0 0 0 0 0 0
Trailer, 1 Ton, hLxd 0 0 0 0 0 (o}
‘I‘railer, 1l Ton, 2 wheel Carco O 0] o 0 0 (o]
Carriaer,Cargo, K29 0 0 0 0] 0] 0
Truck, 3/L Ton, L, w/o
/L. Volt Srstem o o 0o o 0 0
Trucii, 1 1/2 Ton, ox® 0 o 0 0 c 0
ruck, 2 1/2 Ton, 636 0 © 0O O 0 )
Ambulance, 3/L4 Ton 1 0 o _0 o
Total 1 0 1 3 1l 6
AMMUN ] Iun SaraDads

Tormy, KB = = = = = = = 705 3Tmm, APC - - - - - - - 90

7Tomm, APV = = = - - - 113 37mm, Canister - -« -« O

‘h .50 m ----- 30’210 81m, kr‘b&r, HE -— - o

Cal. 30 M =« -~ - = 1,050 TRocket, AT, MBA3 - - - O

Cal. .30 Rifle Ball - 3,305 Grenade, AT <« - - -~ - O

Cal, .30 Rifl: AP - - 534 ldne, AT, HE, MJAL - - O

Czal. .30 Carbine - - - 2,920 Grenaie, Hand, Freg - -118
Gale 45 BAll « <« -~ 200 Grenade, InC = === =19
37%&3—-""’-ﬂ- M—,w,n,m‘-‘o
Orenade, uifensgdive < =32
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2T CASUALSY RuPURT BY viPs F CASUALTY
(rijurcs taken from horning Reports up to
“na including 30 April 1945 for the period
1-30 a:ril 1945.)

DAL KA

Dul

WlA IlA MIA

3
E

S

3oanr LS

s %

AN L ) 0
* oA

SA o hs

E R R

L ame s
13 apr L5

7
L 1

ro

[

SR o

[

Vi sl 2, RaPLACA w0 15 WiosIVeD

(Incluling Togspitil Returnees)

DA

10
11
12
15
e
17
21

AT
AT
AHy
Aoy
A
any
A
Ai\}.\

N
}.'.';) 3
) 2
h5 1
h5 1
hs 1
L5 39
h5 h
Ly L
Totzl 65
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TABLE LiU.BcR 3.
AWARDS AND DiSGURATIUNS

Decorations awarded from 1 Apr L5 to 30 Apr 65, incl.

it
o)
.

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Distinsudished Service Cross

Silver Star (Posthumously)

Silver Star

vak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star

Bronze Star (Posthumously)

Bronze Star

wvak Leaf Clustz2r to Bronze Star

Air Nedal '

vak Leaf Cluster to Air kedel
Soldicr's Medal

Purple Heart Award

(1:t) vak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
(2d) vak lear Cluster to Pup le Heart

NRCRRRNCRECRY

Two officers of this ovg nization proviousl;” list:>d in Decembur 19LL
as missing in action were liberuted from enemy RUW ciriss cnd one of ho tvio
reébarted Lo the orgunizavion for duty. '

“hirt ~one enlisted men of this orgeni-: ion listcd in Deconber 1SLhL

as missing in n¢iion were liber:ited from onemy A cianps and from official

infouvmition received hive been revurncd “o militar conirol,

2RI o
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7 June 1945

SUNICT: Arfter Action Repart Against the Snemy, 1 - 31 May 1945.

N ¢ Tne adjutant Goneral, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.
Tl ¢ Caumaniinz General, 80th Iaf Div, APO 80, U. S. Amy.

Sutmitted herewith in accordance with rvaragraph 10, AR 345-105,
as atendded byr Cuange 3 and Change 4, reports After Action Against the Enemy
for the 8l1th Tank Destroyer 3zttalion, ror the period 1 = 31 May 1945.

For the Battelion Commanders

L{ j 4 0 H
| E T
/,}-‘\(L/'” \ » FA (D),
/ B Adjutant.
N




o~y
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S$-3 RaPWRT* -
from OL 0001 May 45 to 31 2400 May 45
1 = 4 May 1945 |
Tae opening of the month fourd the Sattalion contimuing its push towards

the llazi's last strong point, namely, the ReCoubt Area situated in the Bavarian

Alps in Austria. Tne Batt.aliop continued to work with the 80th Infantry

Division and on the first of May wers occupying the following p_ositioﬁa: Bn

CP - KLwhOFEN (U2811); rgq & Hy Co - RGANSBURG (UR055); Ren Co - POSTAU (U3715);

Co A = HALL (U5015); Co B - WARISGHSCHQOFEN (U4523); Go C = GRIESSENBACH (UB514).
Companies‘mowd southward during this perliod against very little enemy:

Oppo_sitioh. Chief obstacles to our advance were terrain fea.t:uroa;.mun«ly,~ :

rivers over which the retreating Germans had blown the exiatin‘g bridges. During

the nisht of the lst and the morning of the 2d May 45, letter Companies crossed
the ISAL iiver in their advance with the Infantry Regiments. Rcn Co was attached
to the 319th Inf Regt on lst and 2d May; howsver, when the 319th Inf Regt was ~
withdrawn on the 3d lay 45, Ren Co was relieved of this attachment and in turn
‘was attached to 317th Inf Regt on 3 May 45. While attiched to these two Inf
+23t8, Ren Co conducted reconnaissance along the Division's Zone of Advance.
L = 7 May 1945
The high-1izht of this period occurred on the night of 4 May and morning

of 5 kuy at which times all units of the Battalion crossed the INN River into
Austria. It was evident at this tize that the enemy was completely disorganized.
AS our advance southward into Austria continued, huge mumbers of Piw's were
clozzing all military routes in an effort to reach ti:e nearest PW enclosure. By
5 May 1945 units of the Battalion were disposed as follows: Bn CP = VOCKLABRUCK

(V4l52); Hq & Hq Co - BUCH (28474); Ren Co - STELwaCH (V8

-l-
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WALDNBUKIRGHEN (V8654); Co B - BRANAU (29576); Co C - STRYR (V9760).
| o 7.=9 May 195 |
On 7 May 45 the Battalion, lsss Rca and A Cos, ceased offensive action,
Ren and ACos were attached to TF SMITH and 317th Ianf Regt, respectively, and
continued advance into vicinity SPIT AM PYHRN (V9618) in pursuit of €th German
" Araye It was in this vicinity on 7 May 45 that Major Genora} SOBMH, CG, éth
German Army, officially surrendered his Army (approximately 80,000 men) to Capt
Samuel W, Parsons, CO, Rca Co, 8l1th 7D Bn, who in turn presented the note of
surrenderance to Major General I(clﬁDE, CO, 80th Inf Div,
2= 12 May 1945 |
On 9 May 45 an official proclamation was issued by the Supreme Allied
Commander that hostilities had ceased. On this date, Cos B and C were relieved
from attachment 318th and 319th Inf Regts and reverted to Battalion control.
On 10 May 45 HQ & Hq, B and C Cos moved to a Battalion Assembly Area in
LAAKIRCHEN (V5349), Austria. buring 1lth and 12th May 45 these three companies
were relieved of their attachments with TF SMITH ami 317th Inf Regt, respectivsly,
and returned to Battalion control in LAAKIRCHEN (V5349).
_ 12 - 20 May 1945
During this period, the entire Buttalion wes once azain assembled together.

A training program was fdllowed by all units which placed special emphasis cn
naintenance of vehicles, physical exercise and athletics together with an arien-
taion prosram, |
20 - 31 May 1945 |
On 20 May 45 the Battalion Commarder was ordered to attach two cospanies

to a Coabat Team whose mission wes to proceed to vicinity of JUDENBURG, Austria.
Accordingly, Cos A and C were attached to 3d and 434 Cavalry Squadrons which com-
prised a part of the Task Force., These two companies left Bn area in LAAKIRCHENW

3

(V5349) at 20 0600 May 45, and closed into their new are g

- -
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' 20th May. This Task Force did not reach its previously anticipatod destination

due to the fact that a British Aray was occupying that sector, On orders of
CO's of units to which attached, Co A closed into area in vicinity of RAOSTADT
(a3281) and Co C in vicinity of MAUTERNDGRF (45055). They remained in these
positions during the remainder of the month amd maintained law and order. At
close of periad, thqy'wero being relieved of this mission and were preparing
to return to Battalion control at LAAKIRCHEN, Austria,

The remainder of Battalion (Hq & Hq, Rcn and B Cos), conducted traiming
in Battalion area at LAAKIRCHEN, Austria, during the pericd. In addition, prep-
_aretions were being made to conduct schools in conjunction with the Army's ILXE
Progran, |

In the eight (8) days prior to the cessation of hoskilities, three thou-
sand seven hurired and ten (3,710) P's were captured znd two enexy observation
planes were destrayed in flight. In addition, the Battalion accepted the
surremierance of the 6th German'Aray, which consisted of between §5,000 and ﬂmﬁ
io,ooo men. :

C® B. Mc

nasca B . 7227<Conida
Ceptain, FA (M),
-3 . .

o
X
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From 0001 1 May 45 to 2400 31 May 45

hups: Central iurope - 1/100,000, GSGS 4hlé.
Sheets Number; W6, W7, WS, X7, X5, Xy, I3, Y9.

The 8llth Tank Destroyer Sattalion, attached to the SOth Iafentry
Division, continued on its mission and passed through elements of the 65th
Iufantry Division, following up the attack of the 13th Armared Division,

By the first of May, units of the Battalion had reached the north bank of
the L3AR River. Tne Battalion CP was located at MIRSKOFEN, Germany, Sheet
Number Wo (U2511).

The eneqy initially offered n:or{cate resistance of anﬁll arss, auto-
matic weapons and mortar “ire on the bridgehead south of ISAR River, tut
resistance greatly decreased as troops advanced to GROSSEVILS River, All
bridgses over the GROSSSVILS River in the sone had been blown (from FRONTEN-
HAUSSN (US305) and ALTERSBERB (U6310), except ons jeep bridge at STEINBERG
(U5608) captured intact),

Acoording to a statement made by an officer PW the ehemy plamned its
main line of resistance along the south bank of t;ho GROSSEVILS River. Units
con:acted in this area were 36th VD, 38th $S Div. NIBELUNGEN, together with
miscellanecus units inoluding two Lamdesschuetsen battalions, 81s and m, 4
both believed to be Gperating umier the scatrol of 36h VD, - - |

Our Recomaissance Company resched LANDSHUT on the firet of lu‘nli | "%
there contacted the 1ith Armored Division. Two enemy SP guns vielalty ,
(W297(85) amd eight tanks wers x--pmd dug in with inPantry -m:-.uy ac S |

(uzbsme), but withdrew befare occatact was -i“"’ e

T
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811th TD in Forward CF moved to (47435) on the 3d Muy, later on
movinz up to (4y175), vicinity of SDMBAM on the INN River.

4 = 6 May 1945
Ou 4 May the situation had became fluid and no front lines existed.

"l only point of contact with the enemy was vicinity SCHWANENSTADT (Uk957)
wid VOCKLABRU X (V/4151) where elaments were resported cug ine ﬂHung:\rian
Division s rrendered here and large numbers of enemy troops were cbserved
aoving to the south by rail as well as motorized and horse-drawn vehicles.
Qu» fanatical group made a defensive stand at TILHIKAM (V375507)e The enemy
succesded in lnockins out two U, S, tanks and one amored car, killing four
ani woundin-: seve-al.

Buttalion Forward CF opened in VOCKLABRUCK (V4151) 5 May. LQur units
hsd cleared all ireas north of EINS River in the Division zone takin: large

groups of F.'s and encounterin- little resistance.

7 - 10 May 1945

Reconnaissance Company and Company A, attached to Task Force Smythe
"o movd into KIRGHDORF (V7743) were iven the mission to proceed south to
.annihilate an eneamy of unknown strencth,

At MICUINORF (V7740) other reconnaissance elements of the Task Force
contacted a Germen Captain who, under a white flag took the Task Force G=2 to
kis headquarters, Nothing was accomplished ani it was beiieved the Germans
would deferd.

At U500 hours, 8 May, elements of Reconnaissance Company heard a heavy
explosion to the south. Two platoons and the Pioneer Platoon moved cut of
A QiADCr at 0800 hours and found that a roadhlock, formed by blowing an
anbankment, had besn made by the enemy one mile south of ELAUS. A dismounted
patrol moved across the roadblock where they contacted one hundred enemy who

-2- R
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surrendered. These PWis were put to work on the roadbtlock by the Recon-

naissance Pioneer Plitéon, removing it in one hour and thirty minutes.

The Task Force moved forward to its objective which was a bridge in the .
viecinity of KNIEWAS. Here the advance elements contacted the Burgerueister
who surrendered his town and reported that the next village also wished to
surrender, The leading Reconnaissance elemnts moving out to ocutpost the
objective ran into the tail end of a horse-drewn convoy of appm:é:hnately
two campanies who promptly surrendered.

Our reconnaissance was then ordered forward and began by=-passing
the enemy column.

An experimental laboratory for jet-propelled airplane engines w:s
found at KLaUS and an undergrowd radio station vieinity STEXSRLING (7832),
whose personnel had been instructed to turn same over to tie first allied
troops reaching that nosition. This was referred to the ‘Task Force CIC
detachuent.

Eneny was again contacted in the vicinity of XNIZwas (V8030) who
surreniered in small groups. A few mlles south an enemy motorized column
was contacted, |

Abofit ten miles northwest of GARSTAN, Acstria, an S5 Lieutenant
representing the coamamer offered to surremder all German troops in the area.
This information wns transmitted to Genaral iciride, Commanding Genersl, 80th
Infantry Division. The Geueral ~nd the G-2, escorted by Recomaissance
Campany, moved out with the SS wmieutenant Lo LISuiN to contact the German
Commander. ‘arcongements for the surrender, assembling and disarming of the
anemy were made. HReconnaissance Coapany was then ordered to proceed to

SPITAL ak PIHAN (V9517).
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Raconnaissance Coapany was attached to 2d Basialion, 317th Infuntry
Regiment, on 9 May 1945, and was used as small detachments, in conjunction
with the CIC, @vhg into the outlying territory north of T Rivere A
German General was captured on road between GARSTEN (V9424) amd KNIsnaS
(va130).

About fifteen miles south of SraYak on the EmS River, the 2d Platoon,
amd the Pionear Platoon of Reconnaissance Company were sent to blow & bridge
(VO0s0) to prevent the enemy from retreating across the BINS. Upon reaching
the vicinity of their objective they found the roads to the bridge blocked
- by German vehicles and persomel. The demolitions were carried past these
vehicles for sbout three miles, on captured horses, and the bridge blown,
Enemy Pi's stated that SS troops had killed several Wemmacht troops, but this
was uncori.rimed.

The ‘two platoons from Reconnaissance Company then returned to SPITAL
AM PYHRN (V9618) where they were used to guard gold bullion, property of the ““’"@
Hungarian Government. Large groups of disarme PW'.s were assembled and moved -
from LIBZEN (V8906) to SPITAL AM FYHRN. ’ |

Task Force Elack inecluding 24 Platoon, Reconnaissance Cospany, captured
an airport about one aile scuth of KIRCHDORF (V7643) where they were outposting. -
Turee MR 109's, unoperational, one Anerican B-2} with German markings, three
Junker 88's, aml one Gersan liaison plane were captured. Approximately fifteen
Geraan siragglers were taken at the airport.

Unconditional surrender was anncunced 05000 1 May 19&5- mm-m _
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interest of locoal security. as a result of this 299 former German soldiers,
mostly in civiliun clothes, and 9 political srrests were .ade. Included in
this group of political arrests was the Nazi Superintenmdent of STEYBRaHL
Labor Coup,
14 - 31 May 1945
The 6th German Army cocpleted its assembly in the area vicinity

MOUSBACH (VO0370) except for stragglers. Strength as of 1624008 was 3,890
officers and 94,295 NCO's and BM. .

campsnies A and C were mttached to 3d U. S, Cavalry Group on 20 May
1945 and movedio the valley between RADS T4DT (A3281), Austria and MAUTERNDQRF, -
Austria. Here they remained for the remainder of the month of lay where they
contacted elaments of the British Righth Army.

Benmy &%nt Destroyed
\ Personnel Captured

One (1) enamy airplane was destrayed by Cospany C, and one (1) by ‘ w-%
neconnaissance Company. 4 total of 3,710 Pw's were taken by 8l1th Tank

Des:royer Battalion, and appraximastaly one humired killed or woumed froa
1 to 9 May 1945, inclusive,

sl

SAE W, PARSONS,
g:gmn: ‘PA.(‘!D),.
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JECTION IIX
S-4 BREPORT
1-30 1

1. The requirements of this orgsnisation were generally good for all
clas.es of supply. .
Class I
Modified "B" retion was svailable for the first half of the month.
The latter two weeks consisted of "10 in 1" and "B' retions approximately
every othar day. ‘ ‘
Cluss IX
Fair; tlhia unit needs clothing amd has only been able to obtain one-
third of that requisitioned, and part of that was Class "BV, .
Class III | A ]
xcellent, even though gas and libricants requirements were very high.
Class IV
Good . ‘
Class v‘
wood.
2., The serious handicap of the almost non-existant ordnance support,
especially with srmored vehicles., The supjorting units have been, or are now
65 mlles in rear of our rear echelon. As a result our maintenance is con-

tinuously falling behind,

3, Road conditions have been good.

m——
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4e Vehicular Lossess

 Car, Arad, Utility, M0
Car, Armd, Light, I8
Carriage, Mtr, 76émm Gun M18
Vehicle, Tank Recovery, M52
Trailer, 1/4 Ton, 2 Wheel
Trailer, Aamo, M10
Truck, 1/4 Ton kxi
Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel
Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4xi4, w/o
W/12 Volt System
Truck, 1 1/2 Ton, &x6
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, &x6

Total

[ ]
(-]
<t
B

[ 4

o
o JOoOO OOOOOOOdQ
o Jooo oooooooqg
o ooo,oooooood»
o Jlooco oooooooqw

O jlooo ooooooodo
o jlooo ooooooo4

5¢ Vehicular Replacementss

Car, Armd, Utility, MRO
Car, Armd, Light, M8
Carriage, Mtr, 76um Gun M18
Vehicle Tank Recovery, M32
Trailer, 1/4 lon, 2 Wheel
Trailer, Ammo, M10

Truck, 1/4 Ton, 4xl4
Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel
Cargo

Carrier, Cargo, M29

Truck, 3/4 Ton ixi, w/0
W/1l2 volt System

Truck, 1 1/2 Ton, éx6
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, &x6

-
-2
1
H

© looo © cococococooo

f=o]
o looo o oooooooqg
o looo o oéoooood»
o jlooo o oooooooqw
o |[ooo o 00000004

c
T
0
0
0
0
0
0]
0]
0
0
o)
0
0

Total
6. Ammunition Expendeds

Cal .30 Carbine - 3,900
Cal .30 Rifle Ball =~ 2,0
Cal .30 MG - 12,500
Cal .45 Ball - 100
Cal 050 MG - 4,&0
37mm APC - 91

Sandl

Captain, FA (D),
S=lvs I
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BATTLE CASUALTY REPCRT BY TYPS OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken from Morning Reports wp to

and including 31 May 1945 for the periad

1 194
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C |

1 = 31 May 1945)
K4 0¥
| 1
1
2
CEMENTS
( os
Date
4 May 45
6 May &5
8 My 45
11 May 45
12 May &5
13 May 45
i May 45
15 May &5
17 May 45
20 May &5
26 May k5
29 May &S5
31 May A5
 Total
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AWARDS AND D ECORATIONS

Decorations awarded from 1 lMuy 45 to 31 May 45, incl.
No.

___ Disiinguished Service Gross ( Postmmously)
Uistinguished Service Gross
2 Silver Stars (Posthumously)
T Silver Stars
Ock Leaf Cluster to Silver Star
"% Bronse Stars (Posthumously)
1, Bronze Stars
~2_ Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronse Star
Alr Medal .
Osk Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
- Soldiert's Medal,
Purple Heart Awards
(1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
(2) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart.
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