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Mieliagylidt doneril, Washington 25, D. Guy. (fhru Chemaels)

| T compaance with A% 345-105, par 13, débed 13 Nevember, 1939,

and ohamses thereto, the following report for the mgmsl ¢f August and Septe
ember is submitted, s e Sty

le Origimal Unit,

(x) Desigmatiom: @J0th Tanmk Destroyer Battalion,

(b) Date of Organtigatioms 10 April 1542,

(0) Place of Orgenizations Camp Barkeley, Texas.

(d) AMuthority for Cryanization: Spacial Order 88, Headquarters,
45th Infantry Division, dated 10 april 1942,

(s) Source from which personnel was obtaimeds Cadre of five (5)
Officers and seventy gevem (77) iM fvor 845th Tank Destroyer Battulion, Fill-
crs from IaCantry Replacement Center, Cazp Wolters, Texas; Replacement Hecept-
fon ocenter, P, Devens, Mass. and Heplasement Reception Center, ‘ort Dix,
New Jersey.

2. Chamges in Orgzanizationms JNome durimg peried.

8. . Stength, commissioned and enlisted,
(a) At begimming of periods August 1944, 52 Cffioers, 2 Warrast
Offioers, 726 Raligted men,
(b) het dseresse for tiue months of August sad September, 1944
S Offioers, 78 Enlisted men,
(o) Yet imorease ror :the months of August amd September, 1944,
6 Officers, 78 Enlisted mem. '\w
(d) At end of period - September 1944, 33 Of ficers, 2 Warrant
Of fiorrs, 727 Bulisted men.
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4. Stations of unit or parts thereof,
(e) Unmit lamded Utsh Beach, Pramce at 0200 hours 1 Agust 1944,
(v) Unit departed Heymonth, England 0600 hours 31 July 1944,

8. Marches.

(1) Unit made administrative move from Utsh Beach, Prance to vic-
inity Le VALORCI:, Pranoce, to assombly area pernding s-sigmment and ocomnitment,
2 Aupust 1944,

(a) Lemgth of Marchs 31 miles.
(b) deathers Clear and waram,
(o) Mo imcidents.
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(2) Unit made admimigtrative move from visinmity DIKVIOURD, Prance
to bivouso area 4 miles Bast of TOUL pending reorganisation. 27 Sept. 1944,
éu) Length of lMarehs 81 niles.
b) Weathers Oloudy amd cool,
(0) ) 1..1“.0

6. OCampaigns,
;;i lame of3 Westera Surope
»
L

(Contimued)

Duratioms Net eompleted
Purposes Liberation of Prance

7 DBattleas

Rattalion received orders delivered by Majer #ALKEIR, XII Corps,
to move frem vioinity Le VALDECIE to viciuity NAFTAL to help repel attack
launched by a reported twe pamter divisions in vioinity MORTAIN, Batialion
slorted for move and grossed IP at 2030 hours, 7 August., Route of Mareh was
changed by WP's and (P group of Batialion was caught in air bombeardmemt and
strafing at ATRANCHARS ot 0030 hours, 8 August. Suffered ome death and three
sesunlties with leas of one (1) 1/4 ton and one (1) motoroycle, first combat
losses of unit,

Battalien was attuched te XX Corps and immediately upon arrival
at NAYTAL were ordered to proceed to an area 5 miles South of VITiE, Arrived
at that point at 1148 hours after a trip of 130 niles from original tivouac
area.At 1440 hours, 8 August received orders to prooeed to area vicinity CAVX
azd report te C3, 30th Infamtry Division at CRAOU, Battallon moved out et
1930 hours and closed in new bivouas ar:a at 2200 hours.

On 9th August et 07485 hours, Battalion received orders to proceed
to area of HEAU 30LSIL, 16 miles Bast of LAYAL, and also informed thet we
were now atteched to XV Corpse Dattalion cleared IP at 1210 hours and closed
in mew bivoums at 1742 hours and staff reported to 80th Imfantry Division.

At 3148 hours that eveniug three German prisomers of the 17th Reserve Panger
Division wers brought into GP by fremch oiviliams, They wers Lt, BRICH HUTT,
Sgb. Molst Narms, and Pyt, Pau)l Yelger. Prisomers were pioked upz by Prench
at 2000 hours et farm 4 kn, east of HAZOUGES,

At 2245 hours, B Compamy was ordered ‘o report te 318th combat
team with purpose of seizinmg E/ROX and ¢ Compeny ordered to 317th ocombat
tean with ebjective of seizing St. 3UZAN%s, Both towms liberated. B Company
was them erdered to move to vieimitsy SILLE LB GUILLIAME,

At 2040 hours, 10 Augnst Battalios-mimus left with 315th ocombat
team for asseabdbly area im vieinity CHASSEILE, Closed im amew srea at 0210
hours, 11 August. Companies were all at:achoed to respective combat tesns.
Forward CP meved te area 1}/2 mile esst of RUUEZ, olosed im ares 1728 hours.
"A" Company took up iadirest fire positions vioinity TENLIB.RCUKZ, tie in
with Divisiou Artillery survey.

2000 hours, 12 August, B and C Companies were reliesved from assi;n-
ment to 318th and 817th combat teams respectively,

Augast § 13, at 0700 hours erders were received from CG, 80th Inf,
Divieion, to move im three columms north, destroying hostile forees emco.nte
sred to anr area violinity of ,SSL"S.
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Compaxy A teek middle route with Division Command groupe B and C Companies
advanced on the Eastera route, B, C and Battalion (P group made excellent
progress, Just west of ALENCON, the 2md Frsnch Armorsd Division wund the
90th Infamtry Divigion crossed in front of ocelumm, Columm was ordered to
give priority te ether two units and Battaliom assembled in an area just

W of ALENGON, AS 1146, 14 August reseived orders to go to an assembly area
1.8 km. wost of 8t, MORS U RTES,

At 0200 hours, 15 mgust, received word of attashmemt to 8th Corps.
Order also alerted Battaliem fer movemeut to area south of JUHLAINS at 0830
hours. Oressed IP at 0848, arrived at 80th Division GP south of JUHLAIKS ot
1148 hours. Usmmendatien received from Divigion G-3 en Battalion movement,
At 1780 hours ressived word of attachment to 3rd Army reserve from 8th Oerzs,
Batlalion alerted for movemewt te new assembly arsa at 1840 hourse Cleared
IP at 2040 hours, arrived in assembly area morth of EVROR ot 2228 hours.
Companies received Imfantry units of 80th Divigion who are to ride om our
tramsportation, Battaliom placed on 4 hour alert status, 16 August for movee
zemt to assembly area SW of ORLEAKS,

Received amendment to orders of August 16 at 0345 hours, 17 August,
Battallon to move to area 5 miles N7¥ of SERS, H hour at 0300 hours, Bettal-
fen clesed at 1130 hourss At 1700 hours received oral orders from CG, 80th
Infantry Division, to atteok with 318th oombat temn to seige high ground Rest
of ARGENTAN, them hierh ground to NB, 810th attached to 318th, Two Companies
to protect artillery and take care of tank attack thru ARGENTAN to SE and
from KE inte our positioms, Direoct fire possibilities to east of town, Orders
confirmed by M0 #6, 80th Division, and at 1950 hours companies moved out on
their mission, CP group moved out and closed in mew bivouac area with 80th
Division CP, one mile west of ALMENECHES gt 23330 hourse "A" Company given
migsion of supportimg Divisien Artillery by imdirect fire. "C" Compeny st~
tached te 318th oombat team for attacke "3" Compamy supporting 318th eombat
team in Corps Reserve. Division is attached to lst Provisional Corps for
the attask.

Enemy foroes are trapped in a pocket between British forces break-
ing out of CAEN, 2nd Fremch Armored amnd lst Army om our left, and $0th DMve
ision on our right, Esospe route 1s narrow gep existing betweem FALAISE
and ARGENTAN, Poles fightimg with the British were reported at TRI¥ gt 1400
hours, 18 August,.

Attackiag forces of 80th Diviaion received heavy mutomatic wespons
fire and tank thrusts. Advamce limited to mainm road leading east from AR-
GENTAN,

On 19th August, 318th combat teum laumched attack or Divigionm
objective NE of ARGENTAN, Objeotive was mot reached and 2md and 5rd Battale
fom dug im. At 1785 hours, 317th with "C" Company, 610th TD Battalion ate
tached, passed through 318th ard laumched sttacke At 2500 hours it was
stopped and dug im and ordered to resume attack at 0700 hours, 20 August.

At 0900 hours, 19 August, forward CP of Battalionm aivanced to position in
vieinity eof Hill 171, Battaliex commarder cemcermed with getting elements
of B Company aoross river at unimproved ford., 3Some slements succeeded in
gotting acros: without much trouble. Reported kmooking out 8§ MK VI tanks
while elements of C Company kmooked out 2~ 88mm 3P gums. The forward &
was taken under fire by ememy and Lt, Col. Herold, Majer Greemhaw, T/3gt.
Senger, 3/8zt. Dreissel, Tec/5 Limgo wers imjured by smemy fire at 2030 hrs.
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All casuslties were evecuated, Word was received that Lt, Col. Herold died
of wounds received at 0130 hours, 20 August,

Najor Arthur &, Jeffrey assumed command of Bettalion, 20 August 1944,
During the night of 19th, 20th August, "A" Company registered oz house ocou-
pied by fermans and gsudssquently fired approximately 700 rounds, EE in ime
direct fire mission--harassing fires, At 0835 heurs, 20 imgust, 3rd platoon
“C" Company reported engaging tanks ea their fremt, At that time, they had
cocounted for four (4) unidentified ememy tanks, "C" Compaxy moved forward
with 317th oombet team cooupyimg ebjestive merth of ARGENTAE and disposed
company cormanding all resds leadimg into tewm. Little aotivity was reported
except Infantry patrols somtaiming small pockets of enemy remainming in area.
“B" Company with 313th combat tem cosupied town of CHENNES amnd alse holding
ARGERTAH, Ffore confusivm eccurred in var command by passage of lives of
317th snd 318th combat teams. Our Compunies were not sure at ell times just
vho they were supporting.

21st of Aagust was relatively quiet with mopping up opersiions and
Division organisiag into aa assombly ares assigmed to V Corps umits, The V
Corps took over from the lst FProvisiocnal Corps during the battle and Divia-
ion plus attashed troeps fought engarement as lst Army troops. At 1800 hours,
21 Aupust, the sommard over the ares of the 80th Division north of ARG.NTANe
EXMES road passed to the British., 3Suttde was ovar and Division hezan assemb-
ling, ocompleting oporation at 0l30 hours, 22 August,

On the 24th August, Battaliem in ocomjumstion with ocombet tewna of
the Division went through a re-emsctment of pheses of the battle 20 coordinate
the sotions of tanks, TS and Infartry, illustreting t-e limitaticns and
osapshilities of each to the other arms.

Battelisn was relisved from atteschment te V Corps, lst Army and
sttuched to VII Zorps, 3rd Army. At 1445 hours, 26 August, PFattalion depart-
od from assenbly ares im viclaity of AL4SNSCHES emroute to new assexzbly area
in vielnity ST FLA/Y, Bettalion closed in new ares two miles eest of ST FLAVY
at 1900 hours, 27 Aupust, Matana» traveled: 3547 niles. mo aeccidexnte, m
ocasusltiag, no loss o equipment,

P %9, 80th Inleutry Division received at 2245 hours, 27 Auguste
Battalien in general support of 80th Infamtry Division. "A" Compamy with
318th cosdbat team on left of Division sone, "C" Company im support of 317th
gombat tear om right of Divisioa zome, Remainder of Battalion im reserve.
"A" and C Companies to pay partioular attentioa to Division left flank.

Early the morningz of the 28th, the Companies moved to joim respective combat
tosms., All hridges up te MERY<JUR-SKINE have beem reported blown, ut fords
are passatle, Many uf The roads sre reported mimed. At 1880 hours, the 28th
Augast, the Battaliom CP moved to mew area 1-1/4 miles KE of VILLASERIUS,
arriving thers at 2200 hours, PFords immediately behind the oolumm ware ate
tacked by air. As of midnight the 28th, the Battaliom wes disposed as fol-
lows: “A" Compeny with S18th ocombat tesm in vieinity ef MATOUGES, *C" Comp-
“;Z with 317th comba® tesm im position in vicinity of BCURY_ U R COHL:, ond

"B Conpany som*imed {u reserve with nositionms inm vicinity 2 riles 55 of
highway from WATOUGRS, Regar echnlon 6.Y/4 mile SW of Bat:gliem CP,
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On Mugust 29‘ at 07485, " Company reported they were to attaok
JALON o+ 080N hours, 'A® Cempaxmy reported ithey wers advamcing 5,000 yurds
morth of KATULGES, "B Compamy has been assigned new nissien of direct sup-
port of 319th gombat team te estadlisch a bridgehead aoross MARNE lver at
CCALO¥S, At 1300 heurs, repert was received that (HALOR.SURMARNE hed been
taken at 0900 hours that moraing. Companies were ordered to comtimue sup-
port of their eombat teams. Results of day, me camalties, we loss of equip-
ment, 9 prisomers captured, 10 rouads KB fired, 3 M3 mests destroysd by “A"
u@.nyo

August 30, 1944 "A" Company contimuied in direet support of the
S18th combat team with positions as followss GP and ome platoom at LIV.7,
one platoon at KUY, ene platoon at LES GRARDBS LOGUES, *C' Company to con-
time sane mission with 318th combat team, Compamy CP and twe platoous were
1-1/2 nmiles morth of 87 LTIKNNE, One platoom at L'EPINE, Battaliom GP moved
to vicinity of LD VELUTI, "3B" Company esteblished roead tlocks as follows:
One s2ctinn at AUBRRIVE, one aroticn st GLicPL3, one section at AUYE, one
section at LA PRESEE, und one platocu was {u regerve with J1%th combat team,
Rasults of dayr Tem prisoners ouptured by "A" Company.

At 0400 hours, 31 August KO 10 was received froc 80th Infemtry
Division., Division to advance ~ast onr three routes at 0700 ho .rs to seize
BANLLE-UC, GOXMiACY, and prepare for smetion toward 1 .Ill:wL or Lo the east.
(" Compamy with 317th conbut team ¢a Route 72, "A" Company with 318th ocombat
teem om Toute /3, "B" Comegny umder Bettalion control to follow route of 317th
ocortat team. Compenies moved out at 0700 hours as placmed snd joined respsce
tive combat teams, At 1500 hours, "B" Cosmpany reported that they were being
held up by &8xm fire im vicinity of KUl JISLEVAL, The Battialion CP left with
rear CP of Division at 2200 hours. At 2400 hours all Companies were im posie
tion, "B" Company in vieinity of RALCKT, "A' Company im vicinmity of JEHISE,
"C" Company in vioinity MBEILALX, The lst Jeotiom, 2ad platoon (Kom, plt.)
reported fire 8 reunds 537mm KE at enemy gun positioms. Battalion P clesed
in mew position in vieimity LAHLY C.LRT ut 0400 hours, lut Soplember siter
pessing throurh twe villazes macked by 38 troops.

At 0926, 1 September, "B" Compeny reported its ovjective as i
DELIGHILLI.,, while "A" lompany was eme mile 5% of Cuil.RCY, "C* Comsamy was
1/2 mile north of HOLOKT, At 1630 hours, the CP left LAELY CUUAT for new
looation in visinity CONLERCY, "A" Companmy was proceeding om Route 43 with
318th combat team., "} Company had 2nd platoon sxd CP im viocimity JOURCELLE
ard one platoon with 3rd Battaliem, 317th combat tesam acress LEUSLK River, "%
Company with two platoons aud P one xile east of UEKIL, oze platoca with
lst Dattallieon, 317th combat team im viocinity ~AC.0LN, The Zattaliom CF closed
in tivouss area in vicinity COiL..RCY et 2130 hours. Digposition of Eattalliom
as of 2400, 1 Septemier was; “A" Compamy im vicinity CHIONVIL.E, "¥" Cowpuny
in vieinity NAR BOUTE, “C" Conpany mimus ome platoom ia vieinity 57 :GHNASSY,
Eq. Companmy ir vieimity FATCUKOKY,

During the 2nd of September, “here was little chumge in ussizmoents
of the Companies. "A" Company uoved to vieinity OIR./CIS to contimue support
of 318th combat team, "EB" Com; amy furmished Divisioa support to 318th combst
toam, At 1500 hours, ome plateon, "C* Company, wes at ST KIHIEL, ome platcon
at ACRNTLLE, one platoon at AUCONVILIL, «11 eleneuts estublishing rosd blooks.
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"H' Zempamy had one platoom im vioinity of RAMY.3ULLLSL., one platoow
in vioinity of ¥'ID establishing road blooks., "7" Com:.azy was loecated
at APRZEOIT, Durimg the day, oleven (11) prisoners were captured bty B
Company, ome PY by Compamy G, and minatees (19) P2 o %1% I 4l
No casualties or losses of equipment,

Battalion CP moved to vioimity of SlRAUVCISIL al 1115 hours, 3 anpte
One plateon of C Company was ia support of one somany of 317 combat team,
Seised town of B3:AY ggalmet elirht epposition, C(ne platoem of T .ompany
with 317th cembat tean set up defense of Al LRGN,

Un Sept 4, oue platoon of € Company rooonnoitered for ri-er crossiny
nnd gun positions aleng ('C_%iLE River betwean U Tale: OVI0R apd DI Liutadll,

"% Company had a pun dilpand at road 1-1/7 wilr aagh 0f 5T, a pun at,

1.1/2 miles south FAUY~ il ekl K and amotlior one mile south ~f @ 7,
The BRattelleon CT moved with <60th Diviglon 37 to vipinity LIKXETILL., Tleld
logsage 75, E0th Infantry Mvision assirne: Ha*talion ~iasalous es folloxms
Two platcons, 7 Cowmrany attached to 1zt Zattalion, 317*h Izfantry in posie
tion 1 ~1lla mngt of LiinY end Zrd plafnon attanhed tg Trd Uatialien, 317
Infewtry 1/2 ~ile mast of 270 7. 1" Compmmy im direct apnort 310tk

eombat tear in slelnity & iU.5 Wy, 'F-" Somom .y 1m Mroct suprort 3194k
gembat ‘earm vicinity 3404, Ubjestivae of attack %o eaplure 4/2Y, 1-%

Seot. “mcon, :iatoos eugountered Jerman pabtrel violuity Jeaty T 1%, re=

tired after exaolenre of suall arns flre, «wecens cagunltioa,

Frnemy artillery destroyed ose puam of "™ Zompany and inflicted thres
casual-iez ~a Jjeut §, Com any was im jposition vioimity “VANWVILT
Tae platoni, 7 lomcemy was im positlen visialty 7. & 7 895700, ome pla-
toom ir violally of TOule A" Company sas in poeisnion vielni< < Z.0 1 Lt
with 318'h com™at teams "C" dompany hed ose platocn gt 10 37, oun sletoon
at AT LT - U, mue nlatoon at BACOMES ST § 1 SEo

224 lea., 2ad platocs Y wompsny ir Jdirect suprort o 2nd Tet!olion,
319th ~omia: team, received s direct kit i+ mnexy artillery; losses, 7
nasualtisc, ¢ Jdentha, s sun n 4 one “alfstprack destroyed & 2830 loura,

£ Veterer, ., Harry 7, 'mtkinu, platuo‘n londear was ou of Ltheae kill«d,
"R Qo anv had one platona at JVAUSHNLY, ane seotlicn Aelnity T U .

CETGR 2 1 oue platoon od TF v!c aity “U L loin, QOther digpoaitious
yachanesd,

G ent 7, "t" Company oved to wieir»iny s&1..7%ld 1w direct sanport
318th ~ecwdar ~aare Thay “ired 65 rounds of EE agrountlin: lor & medlile
run prgitions »l one enemv UF,

Tarly in tre mopdine of lept €, “ha ansmy laamoha? s counter-atin-k
on positinons oosupled by 3rd platoon, “A" Corpany, J=1/2 -iles 37 of
SATAx 13, ™e mprertias infantry fall hask #itheut warnl-- tie nlatcon,
end henvy mortar = 4 manhiwa zum fire foreed the plateon %o (ell back
sbaadoning three 3imch csuns, three half-“racks, snd three 1/& tons. T o
attack was halted atout 1090 matars to *thae rear aff tha orl~inal positicns
by the reorcaniged Iafantry, The scemy turwmed the 3ied ~ues or our
friendly uaits and ose run wasg destreyved hy artillery flre o 1 1* wasg
later Yetermiand thyt the nther *wo mns vare destroyed 'y 72ud Tank
Rattrlion, Cre =ntire sun orew l.ns bean raported zissins, One ;lstoon
ef "1 Clompany satablished a road blaek 1/2 «ils msouth ef ualen tls,

The 2nd platoon, "A" Compemy, in positior 2-1/2 riles 3E of .Aii:iiils o
served actlivity in vielpity of =nzzy P, "her hel! their fire ustil max-
{pum mumber of perasofmel imeludkny a mimbar of Officers retired into a
tent, The plateonm dpdiog fire gn the ‘peai"iun«with ek Hi,
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Hany ocamualties strag:led out of the test whereupen they fired 10 mere reunds
of EX silemeing the pesitien, Retimated ennmy casualties as 40. Me further
change iz Battalion position. It wes later dlacovered Lhat iwo of Uie thee
half-tracks previsuly reperted as lest were ressversd and repaired. The

3rd half-trask was destreyed by artillery fire,

Daring September Sth aad 108, there was liStle chenge in our pesi-
tien. 198 Sestien, 5rd platesn, “F" Gewpany was in pesitisn ot FT DB JUADRE.
VILIE, The nd Seetien in direet suppert of Srd Battalisn, 319th cembat
toam, fired upen FT VILLEY LE S8C with very poer results agaiast the forti-
fientian, .
Daring the past week, the Bat:alien had suseseded in changing the
trackas on 21l 38 of eur half-tracks without lsss of esmbat efficlemcy ef
any und €,

September 11, 1544: Battalien contimied in direet suppert of the
80th Imfamtry Divisiosn with "A", "¥', aud "C" Osmpanies supperting the 313th
S19th, and B17t: Regiments res;ectivily {u the attsok te esteblish s Lridge-
head asress the MOIELLE River frem PUlTALUU SHUR te KILLISY, "C" Comv.amy
spest the day prepariag gun positiens orn high greund ose mile 38 of :EZAlK.
VILLE, to osver the Infastry oressimg., Cempanies received replacemsnts fer
the three suns sad one half-track dastreyed the previeis day.

The attack to oress the MO3IELLE River suoconeded en the 12th ef Sept
and "A" g»d "0" Companies shut:led Ly platecas acrbas the ri-er Lsking up
pesitions at Ste GRNT .IE K, BRIAUMONT, LARDREMGNY, smd RILLLAY, "9 Cempany
rezained in the same position, Battalionm CP meved %e sew pesitien three
miles seuth of “AMEY,

A% adout 0400 hrs, 13 September, the éemeny lsunched a coumter-et-
t=ck against positions held ity the 3rd platoon, "C" Company,in the tewn
of S8TE (J5%%/13-Re The Infantry support fell back btut the plateon maiwtnined
thetir pesitiocn against the Iafantry and tank asswilt asceunting fer twe eof
the enemy tanks, 1lat Lt, Richard Merrill, the plateonm lesder, was wounded
in the action,

In the same ecunter-atiagk, tanks advanced at 0415 hours, upom the
read bleck estadlished by lst plateon, A Cempany. It was tee dark %o idect
ify the tanks so the platern leader with-held his fire., The tanks at this
Junetion, shot flares at our pesitiens, blinding the T) erews and opened
up with small arms. The platocn destroyed ene ememy tamk but were forced
o withdraw as they were then witheut Iafastry suppert. The ememy tanks
contimied dewn the read south of LCISY where they were takem unmder fire ty
the 3rd platoon, "A" Cempany, in pesitien twe miles seuth ef 10I5Y, They
scosunted fer twe (2) of the tanks. Our lesses were three (3) killed, four-
toon (14) wounded, ome 1-1/2 tom and ene 1/4 ten destroyed. Ensmy losses
five (8) MX IV tanks and four (4) machine pumss Cempany "2" had wo change
i pesitioen,

The astion of "C' in maintaining their pesitiem im vieinity of STR

GENEVIE'R agelnst the Infantry and tank assault was sredited with helping
te 2 larze extemt the seeuring of the bridgehead over the NUO3ELLE River by
the 80th Iafamtry Divisien,
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(Comtinued)

On 15th 3eptember, the enemy sgalm launched a coumter-x®i-ack at
"OT'SBOF HILL im vieinity of Srd platesn, "A" Cempawy. Ths slatcou was sube
Jeoted to a torrific barrege of machine mum, merter, a2 111l srms flire,

Tha 13% Sestion of She platesn edvamowd to the tep of the hill with ithe Iufe
axtry, tt the 2nd Sectisn's reuts was Lleaked and perscrrel surrouadade

Thay destroyed two of the gums while the twe halfetracks =xls o Jash lor the
tep of tha hlll, Beme of the orew mamders whe were Slooka! sucoeeded in es=
caping by awi-ning the river., They succeeded in securin” sone boats and eveo-
uated sone o the wounded seress the river,

Anothar ssumter«attsck was lauached at 0420 in ‘tte -lelmity of 37E
JEESTN T whors Ha, Sestiem and 3rd platean, "™ Mamuevy were locatsds They
knveked ocut twe tanks with Baszsoka fira and %we with 3insh juns, Oxpte Nche
oegrle was xounded im thig wetien.

Another *%ank ethack was lsuachel azalngt thiz poai<lon a2 11500 hrae.
The lat platoon, "7 Company moved %m & poaltion cgovar’az %-'sg attack aad
kracked ot sizht (8) ememy tanky fron thalr =o' tlan, “h3 Jivislen artillery
teok the tenk eslums usder fire .rnd Alapersad the attask, uwlthi-ug, Compuay
wae in position te take cara of <11 tan¥®a 41 tha solumn, Later in the day,

B Compa:y mevod te positioa im vielafty o® INISY,

Camialtiat were nnr man Xillsd, *hree woundedl, *wo ~ume Jest and
twalve (12) enemy tanks kmookel out.

The ememy lavuohod rn altaek mipporio’ “y tens o oninat 1st platoen,
*B* Company, pesition mort: of LOISY em the 16tk Septamber, Five (5) enemy
tanks were destroysd, while five of our ram wrere wounded and the trail of one
gan was danagedes No chamge iu Pattmlion dispesiiion,

On 17 September, lst platoon, "B" Companmy, moved to vicirity of
FCRVILLE.SURSKILT.E, 2ud plateom te LSINTNILS, Yo further chanre in disposie
tien.

Battalion digpositian en *%~ 164h of Sestezher were as fellowss
"A" Companmy had ls: and 3rd platoons in vieinity ol L3IJY, and 2md plateen
morth of TAUDGLLIT, ®"B" Company hed let. platoom we:t of PU LallReS5:TLLE,
2nd platoon west of HONVI LEasURe3LIILE, and 8rd pl-toon in vicinity ef AITOXN,
*CY sompamy had lst platoom at LIAIE:3, 2ud platoom EE of AUTRNILLE, aend
3rd pletoorm at 1 lswAliaVAL, Battaliser P h=34 meved will. Divisicn to area
worth of Jlsliliuid,

The 3rd plateon, "A" Company #hich ra? been cut off ued fsolated
by tthe eiemy “or three days atep MOUSSON YILL with the 3rd BSatislien, $18th
Infantry, mada » full repert of their setion., They had beeor supplied by alr
using Cub-planes and withsteood many hostile counter-sttacks imcluding a con=
timial barrare of mortar, artiilery, snd szgll sr=s “ire.

On September 19th, Bet:a:liemn CP neved with Divialonm to looatiem SE
of JBZAINVILLE, The lst plateom, "C" Company, supportad the sivince of tihe
3rd Battalien, 318th Infamtry, fremw pesitions im vioinity of AU T LLLE by
wocking out at least three mertars and unkmown munber of persossel, 3rd
platoen, "A" Chmpamy, meved im vieimity of 7ILLX.AU.YAL, "he 2ad platecnm, "A"
Company, ressived artillery fire in vioinity of LOISY,

The 1st plateen, "0" Cempany, fired 85 rounds of HE at targets ef
oppertunity, euppertiaz ihe advance of *he 3ri Battslion, 318th Infantry ep
September 20. 3rd plstoom, "C" Compamy, established s read dleesk 38 o. LAUDHE.
XONT, ®“A" OCempamy had the lst amd 3rd plstoems iw tho vielnity ef STE GENEVIEVE
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(Contimied)

Jm the 21st of September, 2nd aad 3rd plateon, com -any "C", weved
te viel.iliy of Buda!suiT iwm reserve resdy te reinferce fires of Oivisioa
arainst tamk thrusts.

23nd of septembar; let and 3rd plateons, "A" wspany, revad Yo vioe
inlty of “ILLIRI, 2ud pleteonr, "% Cempsny meved Nii of -AL:4iisidT and Iired
13 rounds of RR en BELLBAU, Results were umetuered swiay te peer visibilicy,

Oa leptember th, the Srd platesx, "C" Ostpany, meved to 24X Yo
relnfc:ae the flank defenses ol the S17th Ilafemtry,

On Jsptember Bith, the 808th T, D, Battalien, relieved the A10th
Te Do tmttaliom. The 810th T. D, Battallien was relieved of attaohment to
the 30U Iafamtry Diviaisam, and ¢t 2100 hours, cll companies iud assanblad
into a bivouso area two riles west of HLUIOLARD, Zhile axchanging pasiliens
with the 808¢h V., ¥ latialien, the 3rd plateen, *C" Cempauy received eaomy
wortar fire anl ziffared twe cagusliles.

The Uuitsllem was rolie-ed ‘ren atlachmeat te t:a 30th lafartry
“ivisiea lor :re puri¢se of cearernisa te a selfepropelled Tank Dmstreysr
Yattaliem, ‘oimg mauipped witn L0 nex #e38 dsstroyer, (The flrst im the W7'0),

The Tellowla i & usunry ol car opare.Liear &g o tewwl T, N, i,

S
AP i

“amks  ehicles s, l's  ri'y vo'es  Srigemers  C,0,'3
AT Jemonly o 0 k2 ] %
"B Cempuriy 3 s ) 2 18 0
TP AR 30 2 1N 3 & &
Hqe Cempary 0 0 o 0 10 0
TOTS 31 s 21 ) 36 7

VAR L i
S oy .
igliet FagKE

A" Usp ey 1 ] 1 a
" Devp any o 4 4 i J 0
" Cespany 4 1s 0 i 4] 1
g, ‘empany 3 8 0 o, 0 i
1CUAL T 47 8 e 1 <

Sinch tuezunitien fired

Himew=1,341 reunds
A CGuane 245 re:nds
Srokeeaee 15 reuxds
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(Contimued)

8. Commandiny Cf"icers im Importemt Eag:gements,
(a) Westera Rurepe
(%) Majer Arthur B, Jeffrey, O=405 491, assumed cemmand ot 2130,
18 August, l¥d4, vioe Ik, Gelensl #iliiam %, Hereld, 7=1% 515,
Ellled inr actien,
9. lesses in actiom (Oficers and Mulisted men,)

(a) Tugapemswts Yestern Burene
) TVames.
KILLED
Lt.Sel, "illien L. Ferels, 0-13919 Teo 5 lpneld Yetrone 326015804
let 1t, Farry & #atkias 041822087 Plfe Zdward A, Ssrain 32889480
Sgt, Ralph 1. Derr 35272570 Pfa. Albert ¥, luoieme 32801353
Teo § Rdzar ¥, Mrd 52601583 Fvt, Clifford L, Heok 324857858
Tee 5§ Mlbur R, Darsey 359101463 Pvt, ¥atthew Furta S12774 73
Tee 5 Jemes 7, Jones 37141408 pwt, tmprale v, Yannie TINR) 284
Tec 5 Jeseph J. Palmiari 32887839 Fvte illiam R, Seremsen 33481480
Tee 5 Tudelph A, Pla~ni 32651107 Fvt, tlhart J, Versellin 31288020
AT s )

¥aj. Fermae T, “reenhew D=3503720 Pfa, “alter %, Hreouerd 31278851
“apt, Mehard L, Muchossols O-436969 Pfn, Yilchael Lamonjen 37801466
1st Lt, Richard J, Ferrill 0-116P242 Pfa., Jeorge “iker 32801841
T/3zt. Redert Y. ienver 33032326 Pfo, Pichard P. 3mith 32801235
3/3¢gt. Leyd A, Thirman 38082548 Pvt, ¥loyd S. Alllsen 37141014
3/3r%,3¥] -aster 8 D-~igsel 38239659 Prt, Geerge Amdre 32001266
8/3gt. Jehn C, Fall 352633 14 Pvt, Jehn P. Dameule 31218229
Sgt, Jehn J, Foen 14004500 Pvt, Timethy J, Rartea 32081470
Sgt. Talter %% lanart 16052589 Pvt, Leem F. Fawkins 20833518
Sxt. Ray ® Tiohols 34260214 Fvt, James J. Wellamd $6312410
Sgt. Ceopar S, Ni~hels 34300159 Pvt, Hugrene K. Jacksenm 86748389
Sgt, Royal A Gamuelson 38181702 Prt, Jask Kleinfald 32601316
Sgh. Taedrew =, Fhanler 3204448 Pvt, deshm Jeo Larkin 32687784
Tes 4 Jamea J, Bradshaw 38017878 Pvt, delbert 7 NeCemmell 18180822
Tec & Arthur J, Plathe 37112192 Fvt, Forbert MoKinney 33162241
Cpl. Navid ¥, Oarrisen 52001242 Fvt, Bort ¥iokelsbery 326891118
%l, Rodrart Lirkt 35361637 Pvt, Irvim A, Revios 37132161
Cpl. Narshall ¥ ¥arcus 31241177 Prt, Lawis ¥ Schrimacher 338012081
Cpl. inlter J, Monmtini 32680151 Pvte drarles J. Toltkemp 37015034
Toe B 3terhen Teles 32081236 Fre, Vesil C, Thite 38108146
Teo 8§ imil ¥rek 32800831 Pvt, Barnerd Zeleaki 31276789

Teo § Wumsi C Lettensia 33163183

Tes § Frank J, Lamme 32060790

Ten b Hubert G, Lineo 32597351

Tes § Jomald Rayduak 33017803

Tes & Charles 5, Wehd 35537397
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1.

Tormer and present rembers whe have distingni slied themeelves in actienms
(a) 12, Colenel Williem L, Yercld ewarded the Silrver Ltar
(posthumously) fer gallaatry in aotien amd coursxeons
Yesdershis,
(b) The fellowing membars of this umit have besm awsrded
the Bremte Mar Medal fer meritericus achievement iw
astion againet the enemy.

8/3gt. Secdferd C. Eabers, 54046708

Sgte Jehn B, Ryen 32892848
Teo 6 Jeas ¥, Dumcan 35263240
Pvt. Lawrense Kenyon 35021225
Pvt. Tharles U, ¥imn 37132262

{s) Tha fellowin~ Of *icers and “alisted mes huve been awarded
the Purple Haart,

Yo} Herman Y, OGreswhaw 0.373720 Lapt sdiohmrd L aenesteis D-43558%
32t ¥altar 1, Lemart, 10562365 ¥vt, Lewls i, chrimsdher, 3oUloGdl
Tes B “ubart £ idmge II547351 Teo 5 %mil irak 32300531
9/5kt. Jehn O, Yiall  1523%%14 Fvi. James J. Hellamd 35312410
5/mthe teyd A, Chlpman 385033548 8/3et Sylwester U iriessni 33236638
T/Sgt ¥obart ¥ Sanear 33132128 ite QUechard 3, tler 31282541
i1t Johm P, Deusuls 31310229 dpl “arshall « sarous 31241177
Pvt Jeshr J, Larkin 3288 7784 Fi'c Oeorres Riker 33601641
3gt Rey R. Nichols 54259214 et doruard saloski 31275789
Pyt Cacel € Thite 181051468 Ffde Dwam P, linmertfelder 36837566
Byt Jeorgs Andre 22801268 Pvte Lurene L. Jaocikgoa 38748380
fol Jalter J Vomtial 32600151 Fvt. Floyd i, allison 37141514
Sgt. Teoper I Niclols 34300158 Pvte Leon 7« Hawkins 20833613
Cpl. Redert Ui« 352€1827 Pvt Rert Lickelaberg 32601116
vt Irwiw A, Tovics 37132161 Fle. malter d, tireuard 31275881
2zt Waadrow ¥ Maeelar 33044048 wle Uavid N, Garrison 32601242
*vt ichael Lassrica  226014€6 isd L mamal ¢ lettaesia 33183189
Pet. Timethy J Hartes 32031470 et iayal A, Smwislson 38181702
gt Jehr D Kosm 14004500 ivt vharles v woltkanp 37015084
Prt Jack Yleinfeld 32601318 Teo 4 James 7. Bradshaw 35017878
Tee 4 ’rthur ¢, Tlathe 871128102 iso b ¥rark J, Lemme 3280780
lat [t, Rlcherd 7. M-rrill, 0=1160245 o0 b ‘harles i, labd 35537397
Tec b dtephen Zeles 32081236 o0 U Usumld laybuok 33017503
rfo Richard F., Smith 32601239 Pyt iisrbert leilamey 335163241

Prt Nelbert 7, MeConmmell-1l81603%8

/// .t. fel.
% 7/ /;"'" - Commanding

?. H:GRW!
Capt. 810th T) 3m

Hieterian

: N N - .
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EEADJIARTERS 810TE TAMK DESTROYER BATTALION

- Ao Po O, 403, U, S. Army
3 Nevexber 1944

Histery ef Orgamizatien. (After Battle Repert)

The Adjutamt Gemeral, Washingtem, 25, D, Ce
(Thru Channels)

In compliance with AR 346 = 105, par 13, dated 18 Nevember 1929 and
changes therete, the fellewing report for the moxth of Octeber is submitted:

1.

S.
.

4,

Origimal Unit
a) Desigmatiems 610th Tamk Destreyer Battaliem.
b) Date of Orgamizatiens 10 April 1942,

?o Place of Organizatiens Camp Barkeley, Texas.

d) antherity fer Orgemisatiems Special Order #88, Headquarters,
45 th Infentry Divisiem, dated 10 April 1942,

(o) Seurce frem which persemmel was ebtaimed; Cadre ef 5 Officers
and 77 Bnlisted men frem 645th Tank Destreyer Battaliem, Inf-
axtry Replacement Cemter, Camp Welters, Texas; Replacememt Re-
oeptien Cexter, Ft, Devens, Massachusetts; Replacemext Reoept-
ion Coxter, Ft, Dix, New Jersey.

Changes in ergamization due te chamges im Tables of Organiszetiens
Battalien umder 7/0 18-35, 36, 37 dated 7 May 1943 (Tewed Tank
Destreyer Battalien) was reerganized umder T/0 1825, 26, 27,
28, (self prepelled) dated 15 March 1944 en 11 Octeber 1944, N
Aatherity; Verbal erders, Cemmandinmg Gemeral, 3rd Army, &
Basio privates were reduced frem 15% of tetal stremgth to 5% 6\
total stremgth per Ltr, Hq., 3rd Army, subject as abeve, dated
7 July 1944 : {

Stremgth, Commissiemed amd Emlisted. S
(a) At begimming of peried ef Ootober 1944; 33 Officers, 2 Warramt O°

Officers, 727 Exlisted men,

(b) Net decrease fer the mexth of Octeber, 1944; 1 Officer, 1 Y
Warrawt Officer, 29 Emlisted men. ‘

(s) HNet imorease fer the memth of Octeber, 19443 3 Officers,

16 Enlisted men,

(d) At the emd of moxth of Octeber, 1944; S5 Officers, 1 Warraxt
Officer, 714 Bmligted men,

Statiens, (Permanext and temporary)e of umit or parts thereof. -
Unit statiemed inm France. '

Marches; R
Battalion made adminisgtrative meve frem bivouac 4 miles east of
Teul te pesitiom seuth of LEHR, i

o —

Mdn;:; 26 Octeber 1944,  —— e AT!CIT&' A\ TO
gt; Neme ofs Western Bur R E'," RlCTED
b Net “wl.t.d LS .~ c:‘"‘

() Liberation of} Frang OF \
(a) L“?EIZ;L,. Wor Departmbii Wﬂ ()

) PR % ‘
it ~1“sq({" 40Oh amg & 3”"2‘_

a N
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" Te Battles.

The greater part of the mouth was spemt im reorganizing persemmel
and vehioles of the battalien and drawing the mew M-36 (90mm) destreyers.
On 21st of Octeber a test fire was conducted agaimst am eld fert just merth
of TOUL, Results are tabulated im appemded reperte.

The Battaliem came umder cemtrel of 9th Tamk Destroyer Group em the
24th Octeber. Om the 28th of Ooteber the Battalien was given the missien
of supperting the fires of the 776th F. A. Battaliem, with eme (1) Tank De-
streyer platoen in the vicimity of BELLEAU and the fires of the 738th F.A.
Battalien with twe T.D, plateons im the vicinity of MAZERULLES, Plateens
of the Battalion retated em the abeve missiens for the remainder ef the
meuth,

8¢ Commandimg Officer in Emgagement.

It, Cel. ARTHUR B, JEFFREY, 0-405 4391

9. Lesses im actioms (0fficers and Emlisted men) Nems

10, Former and presenxt mexbers whe have distimguished themselves in

L L L 4 / h

Cormanding

ROY T, McGRANN
Capte 610th TD Ba
Higterian

=l
g juat

v r
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EEADQUATS2S, 610TH TArK DESTROYZN TATTALIOW "rTA}Q/ rl
A]‘O 403’ U. S. Lrlﬂ:{
10 Jemzary 1045

S8UBJECTs After Actiom Repert feor liowth ef December, 1944,

TO s Tho'ad jutamt Gemeral, Tashixgtew, 25 DC.
(Thru Chammels)

1, Attached is the After Action Report ef the A10tr. Tamk
Destreyer Battalien for December, 1544,

e A

WALTER Ae KAXTOLA

Kejor, Aloth TD 3m
Commanding

—e e
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Cepte, 610 TD I
. Tigterian
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HEADQARTERS, 610TK TANE DASTROYER BATTALION DAS/ rl

APO 403, U.SoArmy
4 January 1944

SUBJECTs After Action Report (Monmth of December, 1544),

TO $ The Adjutant Geueral, Washington 25, D.Ce
(Chrough Channels).

SECTION I  Summary of Daily Operations and Actioms.

The 610th Tank Destroyer Bn was still attached to the 80th Inf
Division on the lst December, 1944, The Bn (P was located in German bar-
racks on the northern outskirts of ST AVOLD, A Company in direct support
of the 317th Inf were in position vicinity of GUENVILLER, conducting maine
tenance of vehiedes, B Company in direct support of the 319th Inf, had 1
Platoon located vic of BEITING, 2nd P1t at HOMEURG HAUT and the 3rd Plt at
SEINGBOUSE, ¢ Company in direct support of the 318th Inf had the lst Pit
located in HENRIVILLE, 2nd and 3rd Plts had positions on ridge W of
FAREBERSVILLER, Hq Co was located 1 mile NE of FOLSCHVILLER, with a forw
ward ammunition dump located at FOLSCHVILLERe A Cormpany during the course
of the day moved to assembly positions vicinity of LACHAMORE,

In compliance with Fleld Order #19, Eeadquarters, 80th Inf Div, ;
deted 2nd December 1944, the Bn was to support the attack to the Bast with
one Jompany attached to the 318th Inf and 2 Companies in mobile reserves
4 and B Co's were in mobile reserve vicinity of LACHAMBRE and HOMBIRG HAUT
respectively. The Companies recomnoitered for positions in preparation to
support the attack of the 80th Inf Dive, The lst Plt, Co B, vicinity of
EENING was relieved by the 808th TD Bn, The 3rd of December gave no change
in Bn assigmments, 3rd Plt, A Company, moved to positions W of FAREEERS.
VILLER, to cover the advance of C Company supporting the attack of the 318th
Inf,, B and NE of FABERSVILLER, 2nd and 3rd Plts Co A and B Co remsined in
former location in readiness to support the attack if necessary. A Conpany
completed the alteration of moving the mechine gun mount from the rear to
the forward position on the turret, to eno,ble the gunner to more easily fire ;
at ground targets, : |

On 4th December, A and C Companies supported the 318th Regt's ate :
tack N and E of PFARREEESWEILLER, with A Company covering C Cofs advance, ‘
with the attecke The lst P1lt of ( Company was taken under fire by 3 antietk

guns located in the woods 1000 meters B or THEDINGEN, One destroyer was 3
damsged by the first shot but due to alertness and quick firing of its orew,
and the remainder of the Platoon, they destroyed 2 enemy towed AT guns and
1 assault gun, mounted on & MK IV chassis, expending 7 rds APCe The 2nd and ?

3rd Plts fired 56 rds HE and 3500 rds 50 Cal ammo at tuildings, enemy perwse
onnel, and installations, 4 prisoners were captured at oclose of period,

All Plts of A Company returned to SENGHISCH, 1lst P1t C Compeny located &t ;
oross roads 1000 meters S of THEDINGEN, and 2nd eand 3rd Plts vic E of XOCHEHN, X

!
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After jotion Report (Komth of December 1544, Coutimied).
Seotion I, Summary of Daily Operations and Actions,

Company B received orders to attack one Plt to 2rnd Cav Sqd at
O BERHOM HJ R3, AJ.!T Plts remained in vic OBERHOMHIRG, in mollle reserve,
The destroyer hit by AT fire, will need replacement. At 2300 hrs, on 4
.December, a German time bomb completely destroyed a berrecks similsr to
that in which the Bn CP was located, about 75 yds B of the CPe The P
immediately evacuated the building in which the.CP was located and the
personnel of the (P aided the Pioneer P1lt of Reconnaissance Compeny in re-
moving desd and injured from the demolished building,

On the 5th December, the 3rd P1t B Co, attached to 2nd Cav Sqd,
moved to FREYMING, No other changes in dispositions. The 1lst Plt Co G,
in support of 2nd Bn, 318th Inf Regt, fired 20 rds HE at enemy OP's and per-
sonnel located NE of THRDINGEN,

On the 6th of December, the Bn was relieved of attachment to the
80th Inf Div by Operational Memorendum $45, Headquarters XII Corps and
given the new mission of supporting the attack of the XII Corps. A Company
was attached to the 26th Inf Div, B Company attached to the 35th Inf Diy gnd
the Br mims attached to the 9th TD Groupe At the close of the day, the Bn
ocoupied positions as follows; A Company at BISSERT, B Go at HAMBACH, Hq Co
at SAARALBE, and Bp mimus ot WILLERWALD,

A Company moved to EITING on 7th of December to support the attack
of the 26th Inf Div as they pass through the MAGINOT fortifications, B Comm
pany was attacked to the 35th Inf Div and in turn attacked to the 654th TD
Bn, with 1 P}t supporting each of the 654th's Gun companises, C Company re-
comnoitered routes to support the 26th and 35th Inf Divts in their attaock,

, ¢¢ On 8th December, A Co in vicinity of ETTING had lst P1t supporting
the 320th I 'of the 26th Div and the 2nd P1t in support of the 104th Regt,
The third PI¥ ‘was in reserve. A Company fired 22 rds APC, 62 rds HE (inmolud~
ing 6 T~1056 fuses) neutralizing 8 pillboxes including 5 forts. B Co reported
no change in positionse, The Bn mimus moved to HARSKIRCHEN, in preparation to

support attack of 26th Inf Div,

On S9th December, the lst and 2nd Plts of A Company were in posie
tion vioinity of ACGHEN, The 3rd Plt from positions K of ACHEN, fired 18 rds
‘of at enemy personnel at road net vic of GROS REDERCHING, The lst Plt,
B Oompany moved to vic NEUFGRANGE, the 3rd Plt to positions B of BOIS DB
SETYING, C Company was in support of the 328th Inf Regt, with lst Plstton in
position, 1000 meters 8 of WITTRING, 2nd P1t in reserve vic of KALHAUSEN, and
Srd PX vie of

’ The 1lst P1t of A Company on 10th December, moved their positions,
700 s ¥W of SINGLING and destroyed 1 MK V tank vic of ERANDHLFINGERHOFF
AE, a range of spproximately 4200 meterss The 3rd Plt moved to positions
1000 meters SE of WOELFLING and destroyed 3 tanks (2 MK VI*s and 1 unknown),
looated 8 of ELIESBRUCKENERWALD, The 3rd Plt remained in reserve 300 meters

-2‘.
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After Action Report (Mouwth of December 1544, Continued)e
Section I, Summary of Daily Operations and Actions.

S of 3rd Plts positions 1st P1lt of B Company located 800 meters § of
REMELFING, 3rd Plt ¥ic WITTRING, 2nd Plt at HAMBACH, C Company moved all
Plts to vioinity of WIESVILLER, in support of 328th Regte Reported one
enemy tank destroyeds The tanks detroyed during the day were well comcealed
and camouflagede In one instance a MK VI was completely concealed in a hay
barne The barn was first knocked down with HE ammnition and then the tank
" destroyeds

On the 1llth December, the Bn, kttached to the 9th TD Group, was
supporting the 87th Inf Dive The Bn GP moved to HERBITZHEIM, A Company in
support of the 346th Inf, had 1lst Plt in position 1000 yards W of BRO3
REDERCHING, 2nd Plt in reserve in GROS REDERGHING, The Srd Plt moved to
positiors on hill, 1000 yards N of GROS REDERCHING, where they took 4 enemy
tanks under fires They destroyed 2 tanks and reported 2 as peobables, The
3rd P1t also neutralized 1 pillbox vicinity E of RIMLING, B Company was
atill attached to the 654th TD Bn and the 35th Inf Dive The lst and 3rd Plts
were in the vicinity of SAARINSMING, in support of the 134th and 320th Inf
Regt's., The 2nd Plt remained in reserve in the vioc of HANBACH, C Company
was in support of the 328th Inf Regte The lst Plt moved to positions on the
hill, 1000 meters W of WOELFLING and at 1530, took under fire, one enemy tk.
The tank went up in flamess As the destroyer moved bask from its firing poe
sition, it received a direct hit from an enemy 88mj, killing the driver of the
TD and wounding 3 otherss The 2nd P1t moved to positions B of NIESVILLER and
the 3rd P1t was in position E of WOELFLING, The Plts withdrew to viocinity of
WIESVILLER for the might, ' A

The Bn CP moved to EITING on the 12th of Decembere A Cots st Plt
moved to positions on hill 370, 1000 meters S of HIMLING, The 2nd P1t wes ot
BRANDELFINGERHOFF MME, and 3rd Plt § of MOBONVILLE FME, C Co's lst Plt was
in position 8 of FOIPERSVILLER, the 2nd P1t in NEUNKIRCH and the 3rd P1t § of
BLIESBRICK. The 3 Plts moved to the vio of WOELFLING, covering the road mets
and routes thersto and at 1700 hrs, withdrew te WIESVILIER, At the olose of
the day, the 2nd and 3rd Plts moved to vic N and B of HLIESEHJCKNER WALD in
support of a new attacks The lst Plt followed in reserve,

B Company was relieved of attachmemt to the 35th Inf Div and reverw
ted to Bn control, moving to the vic of WITTRING, on 13th December, 2nd Plt
of C Co moved to positions at BELLEVUE M{E and the 2nd Ren Plt of C Co moved
to high ground, 2000 meters 8 of OBERGAILEACH, manning an OP,

On the 14th of December, the 2nd and Srd Plts of A Co moved te hill
LE SCHLIETZEN, just W of RIMLING, 3B Co reoonnoitered for possible assembly
areas at WIESVILLER, WOELFLING, GROS REDERGHING and ACHEN, 2nd and 3rd Plts
of C 0o moved to the general vioinity of OBERGALLBACH, : '
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The Bn CP moved to GROS REDERCHING on the 15th of December., The 3rd
Plt position of A Company is coverl by the lst and 2nd Plts from the high
ground to the rears B Company closed in WOZLFLING at 0900 hrs, The 2nd Plt
B Company occupied positions on the high ground 1000 meters SW of RIMLING,
covering the road net N and E of the town. ¢ Co's lst and 3rd Flts in vic of
crossroads, 2000 meters § of OBERGAILBACH, destroyed 1 MK VI tank and an une
known nmumber of enertyy personnel in woods, 1500 meters NW of ERCHINGEN, The
2nd P1t fired at 3 tanks in woods 1000 meters NW¥ of OBEH}ATLA.AGH, destroying
twok one of which wo.s a MK V1.

Trhere was no change in the Bu's mission on the 16th of December. Ini-
tially A Co was disposed as follows; lst P1t at BERCHINGEN, 2nd P1t at GUIDER.
KIRCH, and 3rd P1t W of RIMLIKG, The 3rd P1t fired at two tanks 1000 meters
W of EPPINGEN, one of which was destroyeds A Company was relieved of its mis-
slon of supporting the 345th Inf and withdrew for a masintenance check having
lst Section .of 2nd P1t with 87th Ren Tp in vic RIMLING, At 1800 hrs, the Bt
and 3rd P1t B Co in vic WIESVILLER and the 2nd P1lt SW of RIKLING, moved to an
assembly area gt ERCHINGEN in preparastion to sup the 345th Inf Regte The lst
Plt of C Co moved from peskbam position in eastern edge of woods, 1200 meters
SW of OEERGAILBACH, moved at 1400 hrs, 1000 meters SE to fire at three enemy
vehicles located B of PEPPERNUM, Poor visibility prevented observation of the
resultss The 2nd Plt took up road block 800 meters E of OBERGAILBACH and the
3rd P1t moved to the high ground, 1000 meters N of OEERGAILBACH,

° On the 17th, lst Plt A Co and 2nd P1% minus 1 Section, roved to ERCHINGEN,
The 3rd Plt was in GUIDERKIRCE, B Company in direct support of the 345th Inf
had all Plts in BRCHINGEN, with missioun of protecting the right flank of the
Regt. C Company was in direct support of the 347th Inf, with Plts leapfrogg-
ing forward in support of the attecke The lst and 2nd Plts were on road blks
vic TRLSHEIM, and the 5rd Plt on high ground, 1500 meters § of WALSHEIM, The
3rd P1t destroyed 1 tank (K IV) and 1 enemy machine gun in WALSHEIM,

On the 18th of December, A Co was still in mobile reserve vic of G IDER-
KIRCH, conducting maintenance, B Co in direct support of 345th Inf, had 1lst
and 2nd Plts vic of BRCHINGEN, with the 3rd Plt, 1000 yds W of MEDERSHEIL.

The 2nd Plt of C Co fired 4 rounds at an enemy tank, with unknown results, OB
the 19th, all Plts Co C moved to high ground vic of WALSHEINM, affording better
fields of fire,

On the 20th, A Company moved at 1430 hrs to reliwe C Company., The lst and
2nd Plts were in vic of WALSHEIM, with the 3rd P1%t SE of GERSEHEIM, At olose
of day, Bn relieved of mission of supporting the 87th Inf Div and prepared to
move to new area vic of LEUDELANGE, DUCHY of LUXEMBOURG, A and C Co assembled
ir area NE of BRANDERFINGERHOFF FME, B Co assembled in area ZELLEVUE F¥E, Two
f&anks pr?vioualy reported as probetles on the 15th were confirmed as destroyeds
MK IV's).

The Bn was relieved of attachment to the 9th TD Gp on the 2lst of December
and the Bn 0p was established in DOMMELDINGEN, clesing at 1700 hrs, A Co given

the mission of supporting the 317th Inf and closed in area vic HEIMBARG at
220130,
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After Action Report (Momth of December 1944, Continued)
Section 1, Summary of Deily Operations and Actions,

D Co supporting the 318th Inf closed in KERSCH at 212400, ¢ Ccirsny i sup
of the 319th Inf moved to KZHLEEK, closing at 220100, Rcn Co moved to
DOMMELDINGEN and IIg Co moved to EERTRANGE.

A Company wes relisved of attachment to the 317th Inf and replaced Co
C with the 319th Inf, 1st Section 13t Plt wes in MICLELBUCH, 2nd Section in
FEULEYN, 2nd P1lt at HEIDERSCHEID and the 3rd Plt on read blocks vic VICETEN,
B Co moved all three P1lts to the highground SW of EITELBRICK and fired S1 rds
HE, cansing unkmown losses to enemy persounel, Co C initially attached to
the 319th Inf, with 1lst P1lt S of ME&IG. 2nd P1t vic FEULEN and 3rd Plt vic
MICHEL®WCH, fired 78 rds HE and 55 rds APC, kmoocking out 1 Arty piece and
destroyed 2 building housing enemy installationse ¢ Company was relieved al
20CC yrs by & Company and moved to BOEVANGE to conduct malntenance. IHq Co
moved to BOFFERDANGE and the Bn (P nioved to MERSGH,

On the 23rd December, thic 1lst Scctior, 1lst PIt 4 Co moved to HEIDERCEEID
AND SUPPORTED THE ATTACK OF THE 2ND BN, 319th Inf, on TADLER, The 2nd P1lt
from positions on N side of HEIDERSCHEID, destroyed 7 enemy tanks (2 MK VI),
3 halftracks, 1 AT gun, 1 MG nest and 1 smmnition dump. The 3rd Plt end 2nd
section of lst Flt, roved in supromt of the lst Bn's atteck on KEHMEN, then
withdrew during right to edge of woods 1500 meters SW of KRHMEN, The lst Plt
B Company moved 1500 meters NW of EITZLBRUCK and then moved in support of
319th Inf vic NIEDERFEULEN, 2nd Plt moved in support of 317th Inf, covering
road nets N7 and NE of NIEDERFEULEN, The 3rd Plt, SW of ETTELBRUCK, fired
39 rds HE and 7 rds APC, destroying 1l horsedrawn large calibres: arty piece and
an unkown muiber of enemy personnel, C Company initially in mobile ressrve,
was attached to 317h Inf at 1500 bhrs and moved to NIEDERFEULEN,

On the 24th December, A Co's lst Section, 1st Plt and 2rnd P1t vicinity of
HELIDERSCHEID, destroyed 1 enemy cargo vehicle ard 1 helftrack., ¥nd Section,
1st P1t and 3rd P1t located 1500 meters SW of KEBHMEN, The lst Plt of B Come
pany reverted to attachment to the 318th Inf and moved to GRENZINGEN, The lst
and 2nd Plts ¢ Company destroyed 3 8nemy tanks (1 MK VI)e At 1700 hrs, all
Plts withdrew to high ground 700 meters SE of NIEDERFEJLEN. C Co lost 3 BM
killed and 14 EM wounded,

On the 25th of December found A Company attached to the sl9th Inf and B Co
attached to the 317th Inf, with C Company in reserve conducting maintenancee
The 1lst P1lt A Co, in position vic TADLER, destroyed one MK IV tank located
1200 meters 8 of GOESDORF, and 1 enewy CP, with approximately 30 enemy person~
nel, The 2nd P1lt in vic RINGEL, destroyed one enemy tank (MK IV), 1 halftrack,
1 cargo truck, N of RINGEL. B Co had lst and 3rd Plt vic KEHMEN, while the 2nd
Plt withdrew to NIEDERFEULEN, B Company reported one tank possibly destroyed,
1 LG nest and an unknown munber of persomnnel, including bicycle troops.

On the 26th, A Companies 2nd Plt replaced the 3rd P1t in vic TADLER and the

3rd P1t returned to HEIDERSCHEID, 1 EM was killed, The 3rd P1t of B Co des=
troyed 1 tank, 2 AT guns and at least 1 Plt Inf in the vicinity of KEHMEN, 1
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After Action Report (Llonth of Decermbter 1944, Contirued)
Section I, Summary of Daily Cperations and Actions.

¥36 was damarsed by direect hit from eneny artillery fires The 2ud Plt, B Co,
replaced the 3rd Plt, which returned to NSIDERFEULZEN, 1 Cfficer and 3 E.
were wounded.

A Cotg 1at Pt was replaced by the 3rd P1lt on 27th December and return--
ed to HIEDERSCHEID. They fired 42 rds AFC and 10 rds HE, causing an unknown
loss in enemy personnel and equipment., Two BN wounded by artillery fire. B
Co's 1lst Plt was replaced by 3rd Plt and returned to NEIDERFEULEY,

A Company rotated its 2nd aund lst Plts while 3 Co rotated the 2nd and
lgt Plt. C Co was attached to the 312th Inf on 282030 and moved with 1lst P11t
vic GRENI'2INGEN, 2nd Plt W of EI'TELBRCK and the 3rd Plt N of ETTELBRICK.

6n the 29th, lst P1t A Co fired 7 rds HE in helping the Inf repulse a
counterattacks The lst Section of 3rd P1t moved to positions NE of HEIDER-
SCHEID, to covsr the road to the E during the counterattacke

Two EM of A Company were wounded by artillery fire on the 30th of Dec,
C Cots first Plt moved to SCHIZREN, The Pioneer Plt of Ren Co was given the
mission of totally destroying any enemy tanks kwcked out, to prevemt reuse by
the eneny.

On the 31st, B Cots lst P1lt was relieved by the 3rd Plt, The company
fired 3 rds HE and 4 rds APC, destroying an enemy OP. The lst Pit of C Co
moved to SCHIEREN,

The results of casualties inflicted on the eremy are tabulated belows

Tanks =--- MK IV 22 Other Vehicles ~=== 7

K V 3 Anti Tank Guns ---- &

MK VI 7 Artillery Pieces-=~ 2

* Pill Boxes =e-- 9 OPt'8 - e mmmemeecmen 1

OP!8 ccmccccnem 1 UGS wecccccccmene= &
Ammnition Dps- 1

From the experience gained by the battalion, it has been found that the
tank destroyers can better employ their wespons when they are in a support rclee
It has been found that in many instances when we heve been attached to a reg-
iment, there are tendencies for junior Officers to order our guns into positions
with only a vague knowledze of tenk destroyer tactics, Ihen the Co's are in a
support role and given a mission, the trained tank destroyer Officers and men
aan employ their weapons more advantageously and in conformity with established
tank destroyer doctrine,

Xajor,
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pl0ta Tank vestroyer sattalion
ArC 403

7 January, 1940.
oUodrCi': asfter action report for wonth of Lecewber, 1944.

TC : fThe adjutgnt Genersl, Washington, £5, D.C. (Thru Channels).

at the beginning of the month of Lecewber, the enewy forces
had been forced out of his defensive positions in the LAGINCOT line
fortifications gna was fighting a series of delaying acticns N and
E of 5l AVULD frow some hastily constructed field forifications and
som€ prepared tank traps. Harassing our forward elements with
with slight to wediuw artillery fire end manning strong points in
towns, edges of woods and easily defended naturel obstacles. Enemy
patrols were active and enemy activity was reported in the rear
areas caused by troops coming out of the deep MaGINCT fortifications
where they had remsined hidden when our forces moved through., Small
numbers of tanks were reported at variousplaces throughout the
Division gone. OJu the lst of December one (1) tank was observed
in the vicinity FREYLING and Pi's reported that there were six (6)
or seven (7) Tiger tanks the vicinity F4iRuBIRSVILLER on the £9th of
November,

On the <nd Decewber the enmy continued his defensive organization,
The lst Battalion, 37th rRegiment of the 36th Division was reported
by the S5th lnfantry bLivision to have withdrawn to prepared positions
S of FORBACH and KsRIENAU while the tralns were reported in woods
3 of oTIRING WENDEL. Enemy artillery fire slightly decreased during
the period. :

artillery fire increased in Division sector during the 3rd of
Lvecember, The 3rd Combat School Troops of the 36th Infantry
Division were contacted in vicinity LERLEB4CH. They were reported
to have relieved elements of the 89th Regiment on the 2nd December.
Five (5) enemy tanks were reported at LAUTERBACH and P¥W's stated
there were 4 Tands and 4 AG at EBRINGEN kept in barns. The CP of
the 1lst Bn 3855 Regiment 1s reported to be at EBRINGEN.

The enemy tesidted the Division attack on the 4th December
from positions on the east bank of RR tracks at PFAXREBERSWEILLER.
but were encircled and cut off. The enemy resisted with small arms
and AT fire inTHEDINGEN 4AND KOCHERN. THEDINGEN, nOCHERN and
PFARRES, EILER were cleared of enemy troops. The 3rd end 4th
Coumpanies of 17th 35S Ren Battalion were ldentifled vicinity
FAREBLRSVILLER supposibly equiped with mssorted guns. The 10th and
11th Coupanies of the Z8th 535 Regiment and Fhe 17th SS TD Bn were
jdentified et TLEDINGEN. The enemy placed interdictory artillery
fire on DPF.HREBERSJEILER. after we had seized lhe town. (8) eight
tanks were reprted at LOUrERSHOUSE and one (1) observed entering
Higher Hesdquarters reports a tank coluun at WITTRING, g

-1 R
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(AIteg )action report Y * month of Dec 44, Hq 610%’ TD Bn., dtd 7 Jan 45
cont'd):

The harrassing artillery fire lessened somwwhat after midnight
4th and Sth December and 2nd Cavalry Group chased enemy from FREYiING,
MERLEBACH, NANWEILER, and ROSSBERUCKEN. A map captured by 6th Armored
Division reveals the enemy establishing a defensive line along high
ground from GROSBLIEDERSTROFT- LIXINGEN-KERBACH-DETING. The 17th S8
Division Bdry on N is (QB631) to (Q4963). New identifications an the
front ineluded the 7th company of.118th Reglment, 36th Division and the
14th Company of 118th Regiment. The Battalion CP lbcated N of ST AVOLD
had been under lntermittent artillery fire ever since it had been at
that location. °‘Fire was 150MM coming from due north. At 2300 hours

the bullding 75 yards east of the Battallion CP was completely destroyed by

a German delayed action bomb. The Bn CP immedlately evacuating the
building in which they were located and the personnel of the CP assisted
the Plonmer platoon of Reconlassance company in evacuating the injured
and had from the demolished building. The building was occupied by

CP of the 633rd AAA Bn and some personnel of the 10th Infantry of the
5th Division. During the day "C" company destroyed turee (3) enemy

. anti-tank guns 1000 yards east of THEDINGEN.
The following is a summary of units identified during the preceeding -

week and the strengtnh of the units on the Division sector:

NEW UNITS:
37th SS Pz Group Regiment
* 38th SS Pz Group Regiment

17th SS Pz Rcen Battalion )=(17th SS Pz Gr Division
17th SS Pz Engr Battalion
17th SS Pz Sec Company

BSTIMATED STRENGTH OF UNITS ON DIVISION FRONT:
Bns 87th Gr Reg VG DilVeiceeccoccooseed0
. 2 Bn 118th Gr Regt " M M ceecccsscees o400
2an lssth Gr Regt ” " "1.............350
36 Div Fues Co i L S »18)
#17 SS Pz Rcn Ba 17th SS Pz Ber Div.......300
h #3rd4 Bn 38 SS Pz Gren Regt 17th SS Pz Div..e500
*]st Bn 38 SS Pz Gren Regt " ", ..500
%1st Bn 37th SS Pz Gr Regt " ! ! ", ..400
'2nd Bn 37th SS Pz Gr Regt " " " "...5‘0
17th SS Sec¢ Co " ol n 70
Total estimated strength................ﬁéﬁﬁ

#pbove units have a combined total of 25 tanks or assault Guns.

T UNITS:
— ¥ Regt 36 VG Div 22 X 105MM Hows

12 X 150MM Hows
18 X 75MM AT Guns
17th &8 Pz Arty Regt 117th SS Pgd 18 X 150MM Hows
24 X 105MM Hows
12 X 150MM Hows
17th S8 AT Bn 17th SS PGD 6 X 88MM AT Guns
7 X 75MM AT Guns

I
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(Arter)action report for wonth of Dec 44, Hq 610th (D Bn., dtd 7 Jan 45
conttd): -

On the 5th of December, the Battalion was relieved of attachment to
the 80th Infantry Division and ordered to support the attack of the XII
Corps with "A" Company attached to the 26th Infantry Divisdémn. %B" Co
attached to the 35th Infantry Division and the Battalion minus attached
to the 9th TD Group. _ ,

The enemy front lines on the SII Corps front on the 6th December
ran roughly from FORBACH (§3965)-FOLCELING (Q3861)=Q4461)-(Q4860)~-
WELFERDING (Q4957)- along SAAR River to WITTRING (Q5640)-ACHEN (Q5949)
SINGLING (Q6249)=-BINING (Q6448). The enemy was offering stiffening
resistance against the advancing troops of the Corps north of SARR-
GUEMINES the 4th Armd Div met increasing Artillery and 20MM fire. The
35th Infantry Division was meeting very light resistance in mopping up
remants of the 37th and 38th SS Regts., The 26th Division was meeting
small arms fire from pillboxes and light Artillery fire. The 4th Armored
Pivision on the right was engaged in house to house fighting in SINGLINE-
and street fighting in BINING. An armored ingagement developed 300v meters
north of ROHRBACH les BITCHE during the day and lasted from 0900 to 1400,
The enemy was forced to withdraw.

From prisoners daptured during the 6th and 7th of December the larger
units in contact on the Corps front are the 559th Division, the 188th
Regiment, 111th PG Regt, Arty of 11 Pz Division. It is belleved that .
the enemy Divisions have displaced slightly south about 5 Em. This Battalion
turned into higher Headquarters a shoulder strap ldentified as the 709th '
Artillery Battalion (GHQ) found in a house in WILLERWALD. The enemy con=-
tinued to improve his defense during the 7th December., Some enemy-
activity on the east bank of SARRE River. North of WITTRING was reported
by the 35th Pivision. Enemy forces withdrew from ETTING during the day
but harrassed advance elements of 26th Division with mortar, "llachine Gun
and Artillery fire south of LE GRAND BOIS vicinity WEIDESHEIM. Enemy
was reported moving north through ACHEN and he continued to fight in
SINGLING but was forced out of BINING., The estimated troops opossing the
advance of XII Corps is as follows:

ssth Div.oodo.oboolooo
17th SS Pz Div....3000
11 Pz Diveseseee. 4000
25 Pz Gr Div......2500
130 PZ Div;........moo
msc .............2000
Total..el

Tanks and assault guns.....100
The enemy was not aggressive on the 8th December, but attempted to
mprove his defensive positions in areaw not under direct attack. ‘
-.3~
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(‘rztg)notion report for month of Dec 44, Hq 610th TD Bn., dtd 7 Jan 45
eon $ ,

‘No counterattacks were launched during the period. A Company sup-
porting the attack of the 26th Infantry Division was credited with neu-
tralizing 8 enemy pillboxes including 2 forts.

A Enemy forces continue fighting a delaying action eovering their with-
drawal behind the SIEGEREID fortifications. Sniping by S35 troops in
oivilian clothing was" encountered in SAARGUEMINES while the enemy prac-
tiecally broke off contact in front of the 26th Infantry Division with
WOELFLING and WEISVILLER clear of enemy. Corps estimated 2 enemy Divi-
sions now opposing our advance into Germany. The 36th Division on the
north with an estimated 3,000 men, South of that is the 17tk SS Divi-
sion with an estimated 3,000 men and in the southern sector of the Corps
the 1llth Pz Division with a mixture of CT's and miscellaneous units total-
ing 8,000 men. Tanks and assualt guns estimated at 65.

The enexmy continued his delaying tactics on the 10th of December
using dug in Infantry and small numbers of tanks, The Battalion destroy-
ed $ enemy tanks during the day, one at a range of 4,200 meters.

The major unit in contact on the 1llth of December was the 1llth Pz
Division., Elements of the 107th LEHMAN Battalion were located in BELLE-~
VUE Fos and it was reported that there were 100 SS men in BOIS DE BLIES
BRUCKEN with mission of seeing that German troops fought. The Battallon
was oredited with 3 tanks destroyed, 2 probably destroyed, and 1 pillbox
neutralized., In the 35th Division sector the enemy was driven back to the
BLIES R. where he increased his artillery, mortar, and small arms fire,

On the 12th and 13th of December very little activity was reported.
There was very little activity in the North of the sector and harassing
fire ocontinued in seotor of the 87th Infantry Division which had rellev-
ed the 26th Infantry Division. On the 13th December B Company was re-
lieved of its attachment to the 35th Infantry Division and reverted to

Battalion eontrol. .

Enemy withdrew in right half of sector during the l4th of December
and were forced back in the left of the secbor. Tanks in small numbers
are reported on front firing from roving positions. The unit in contact
on the 87th Infantry Division front was the 110 Pz Gren. Regt with an
average company strength of 40 - 50 men. 1 Company of the EINHEIT HELD-
MAN Battalion which eonsisted of remnants of all Companies of the Bat-

taliono , »
| The enemy launched a counterattack at 0900 hours the 15th December

om MERTZENWALD WOODS with 3 tanks and an undesermined number of Infan-
::y. The attack was dispersed without loss of ground., M's report the
1ine of retreat is to the SIEGFREID LINE with the 110th PGR general line
of retreat towards MEDELSHEIM, and the 11llth PGR toward HORNBACH. :

During the day the Battalion destroyed 5 enemy tanks, 2 of which
were MEKV1 tanks,
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(After action report for modth of Dec 44, Hq 610th TD Bn., dtd 7 Jan
45, Cont'd): ‘ |

The delaying action contlnued during the 16th and 17th of December,
Enemy defended in small numbers from strong points and harasses forward
elements with artillery and mortar fire. The Battalion at 2 tanks on the
léth of December, destroying one and also fired at enemy wvehicles with
unknown results, Company "C" destroyed MK IV tank and an enemy machine
gun in the vicinity of Walsheim on the 17th of December.

During the 18th to the 20th of Decembér enemy activity remained
much the same, No new ldentificatios were noted, and no no great change
in character of resistance, The sporadic artillery and mortar fire con-
tinued and some slight resistance from small arms around dominant ter-
rain features. Enemy air activity has increased from zero to a few straf-
ing attacks by ME 109's and reports were received of some Foke-Wolf's over
the are, On the 20th of December the Battalion was relieved of attach-
ment to the 87th Infantry Division,

The 610th TD Bn traveled to Luxemburg on the 21at of December, and
upon arrival, were again attached to the 80th Infantry Division.

On the 22nd December the Division shoved off in the attack, Rapid
progress was made by our troops. An estimated 300 enemy in vic ETTLEBRUCK
initially oposed our advance with severe small arm fire, In the central
sector of the Division Zone the surprise which the attack achieved was
evidenced by PW statements that the 352nd Infantry Division(with 915 Regt,
on right, 916 on left and 914 in reserve were attacking SW in the direc- :
~tion of ARLON with mission of enveloping oity of LUXEMBURG from the NE
when hit, The 352nd Infantry Division was ordered to face left and dig A
in when hit by our attacke Co C destroyed one artillery plece and destroy-.
- ed 2 builldings housing enemy installations,

The attaek con$inued on the 23rd December. The enemy had re-in-
forced hid troops in MERZIG with some assault guns but the town was elear-
ed, Troops advanced during the night to EEIDERSCHEID and cleared it dur-
ing the day. A counterattack supported by 17 tanks was received here at
231200 but was repulsed, Ememy resisted ourattask on ETTLEBRUCK qnd
reinforced his troops there, An armored column attacked our forces SW of
KEHMEN but were driven off, During the various activitiesof the day, "A"
Co ddstroyed 7 enemy tanks, 3 half-tracks, 1 AT gun, 1 MG nest and an . .
ammo dump whils "B" co destroyed a large calibre HD artillery pilece.

The enemy front lines on 24th December ran from ETTLEBRUCK-KEHMEN-
(P756476)~ W along SURE RIVER. Elements of the 79th VG Divisionwere con-
tacted on the front, the 226th Gr. Regt,, the 79th Fus Co., 79th VG Regt,
as well as soms miscsllaneous units such as Hq units of 13th Para Regt of
5 Para Div, 18th Nebekwerfer Brigade and 3 Co Fus Bn, Feuhrer Brigade,
Gros Deutschland Div. The enemy aggressively resisted the attack in the
Div zone, Two counterattacks W of ETTLEBRUCK were repulsed, Two sounter-
attacks at KEEMEN at 240800 and 241240 were launched, Tanks and Infantry
C/Athd HEIDERSCHEID from W, NW, and SW at 240820 but was repulsed, During
these attacks "™A" Co destroyed 1 cargo vehicle and 1 half-trask, C Co

destroyed 3 enemy tanks (1 Mk VI).
| T I \ 7
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(After cction report for month of vec 44, Hy 610th Tu Bn., dtd 7 Jan
45, Cont'd):

The enemy continued his heavy defense zction on tue 20tu of Lec-
ember. Artillery fire was heavy and sn estiuatea battzlion of infantry
defended rehmen. 4nc aggressive defense or xingel wit. the enmuy luunch-
ing an infantry counter-attack from the hich ground to the south eust.
The attack was repulsed and our troops clearsd tge town. .uring the day
vie destroyed £ enemy tanks and possibly cestroyed wnother as well gs 1
C¥, 1 half track, 1 cargo <cruck and 1 wachine gun ncst. znemy air act-
ivity had become increasly active in this ares.

The enemy continuea hils defense of wnefusen on the Zotu oi Lecenber.
Cur troops we.e op.csed by heavy small arus, machibe gun end artillery
fire. The enemy lala time fire on tae town and high ground to the west.
our troops drove ths enewmy from ccheiael. Lompany "2" was credited witi
destroying 1 tank, 2 anti-tank guns and numerous infantry.

The enemy tront lire on tie &7tk of _ecenber ran turougi "¢lscheid-
Scheiael-iennen~- (1765478 )-iortheast of Rimeel- “‘est bank of sure .iver-
alomg North bank of Sure River. The enemy wus trying to secure the high
grougd Nortn of kingel to iuprove nis defensive line but his counter-
attack broke down under the pressure of our troops. Leavy artiliery and
herassing fire continued. The 352nd Infantry Division, badly chewsd up
by the Division attack has withdrawn from contact apparently being re-
placed by the 79th V.G. Livision.

During the early phases of the enemy odrecak-through ageinst the VII
and VIII U.5. Corps the morale of the enemy troops wus understandably
high. As the attack progressed ant reverses were umet in umost sectors the
morale Gropped sharply. Pii's conplained of the lack of varm food and
clothing. Cur heavy alr activity prevented the use of Tihe enewy's few
supply lines and the lack of gus was being felt in wrmored units ana
motor transportation. The enemy counted on using geas secured from Rm-
erican dumps he had captured and his failure to secure this ges was a
serious blow to the attack.

Front lines on the £8th of Lecember were roughly Zrreldange-'el-

. scheid-Kehmen~- Zast of 2ingel- North Zest of Ringel- along worth vank

of Sure River. The enemy afain attempted to retake Ringel, preceding his
attack with a heavy artillery barrage. an estimated 100 Infantry atuacked
up the draw North East of Ringel at 281440 but was repulsed. (ur troops
occupied Ettelbruck and tne high ground to the north.

Two companies of enemy troops were observed forming for a counter-
attack at £91215but were talken under fire by artillery and the attack
- dispersed. The enemy continues to fire harassing and interdiction fire
usually on towns within the Division zone. suring tihe past week there
" have been several instances of strafing by plunes identified as » 47'cs,
In =1l instznces so far it has been attributed to misicentificaticn of

terrain or troops.
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(aAfter aeticn report for, month of Lec 44, S5y ¢lUth “o 3n., ata 7
Jen 45. Conttaj:

Tne last two deays of the month caw lititle chiangs in the dis-
position of troops, Doth sides renzined on the defensive ana irn-
rroved their positions while heavy patrol activity wus ccnducted
by both sides. ZEnewy continued to harass our pocitions with Arty
anc mortar firzs. un the 3lst oLec 1lst platoon C Couwpany firea upon
a R R tunnel vicinity SUKL:N reported to contain epemy reserves.

A large sxplosion was observed at the turnel entrance.

Casualties Inflicted upon the enemy during the month of
December by the Battalion with the exception of personnel are as
follows:

TaNss

MK IV 22

i€ V 3

1K VI 7

Total G2
CITER VaniCLLs 7
A T Guns 5}
Art'y Pieces &
PillBoxes 9
I G's 4
C P's 1
U P's 1l
Ammo Dps. 1

During the month of December the Reconnaissance platoons of
Reconnaissance Company have been broken down to each Gun Company
giving them a task force set up. The platoons remsin attached to
the same companies throughout the operation. This has been found
advisable where our employment has been in an attached role rather
than in & support mission and on the occasion, as during the past
month, when we had Gun Companies attached to different Divisions of
the Corps. In this manner each Gun Company is always assured of
its own reconnzissance element always being with it and a greater
coordination of effort is secured by attaching the same reconnaissance

platoon to the Gun Company.

R T. L.CGRANN
Capt., 610th T.D. Bn.,
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