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HEADQUARTERS 318TR INPARTRY

| Bed
PAFTER ACTION REPORD®

A The 318th Infantry had taken over the sector vicinity FORESY
PAIEBERIVILLIR 29 Hovesber 1944, previously hald by 317th Infantry,

and had immedistely bezun preparation of dafensive positions in

svemt of an enemy counteratiask.. io counterattacks wers made, how-
sver, and 318th troops comtinusd to improve their defenalve posis
tions mnd, at the sazs time, plans wera formulated for an attaek

Lo drive the enamy, oconsisting of reorganizsd slements of 17th 35

Pz Or Tlv, frow the towns and hish ground cccupled by thewm in our
ssctop Weast of ths JAAR RIVER, Feh B e

The 17ih 8% Py Or Div, having reganily auffeved hesyy losses
in defenme of MITI, was : in nesd of regrganizetion, Sincs &
the enemy wag apparently unabls to withdvew them from the line for
this purpose, a piscemeal reorganization of the unit while »till
in line was undertaken, with pesults not too sablafuctory from the
enszy's point of view. On 15 November the Division reselved 500 S eE
men frow a Reploement Bn in ZAST MRUSSIA, ond 18 Novewber 1,000
men from Bn Xurmark, the Division's norwsl Raplisement Hn. A lerge
part of these replacemsnts were foreigners (Volks Deutsche) from -
MUHGARY, SLOVAEIA and CZEOHOSLOVAKIA and, Judazing from those taken
»rigoner, thelr loyalty to GLZRHMANY was questionable, On the athep =
hand, the Division @t1ll retalned many of its formsp personnel wh |
had ssrved in 1% sinoe 1942, and these wers still fanatl 8
Geronn causa, ; L N onE e s :

2 During the firat three days of Decesber eneny aotivity cone -
Blsted only of harassing artillery fire and night patrols, Um 4
Decomber 315th launghed an altack on the enemy sad fulf
vlgalon of clearing the towns snd suproundis o
PARADERBVILLER, THIDING and XOCHERE,

Durlng the attack 197 PWe (3 of which were officers) vers
taken and all but 3 of them wers Crom 1Tth 38 Pz Gy v. These
'3 ¥de were from 36th AT Bn, 36th Inf Dive Unite
contaotad wers 1st, 34, 4th and 3n Hg Cos of 17
10th, 1lth and 13th Cos, 38th 43 Py Op Regts 24
5% ingr Bay 34 and &th Cos, 1Tth 53 & &ap 175k
... S8 AA Bag 5th Co, 17th 53 Zetor Tesnshort
. En (remnasts of tihls. Sn,- abewt-30-pen
S %L 4 Deserbsr were highejacked by 17tk
i 17th %3 Nen Sne

Averaze compwny strougth of the
50=50 men, e ' .

e

T

DEGLASSIFIED

_ Two examples, indicative of the genaral state of m»mﬂ»
Ul tlon exlating in i7th &8s biv at this tize are: (1) On 30 Hov 44
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~ hotion Report” for f}ae 'Mr (::m&'ﬁ).

.& was reported by hisher hesdgvariers e&aﬁ ons whole ee@m ar -
e les in 17th 3586 v was relisved of thelr prabands, siven rifles
cn¢ vged as inlantry trocps. (2) The atery tole o 313‘&‘& -
1nt rro. ater by the OO0 of 34 o, 38th (3 Pz Gr Regh, 17ih 03 ¥y dp
Olv, This of"lger, incidentally, was the fivst one in 2 total of
3,020 Fig taken by 31&.& wba’ on survrsndering, approashed his cap-
tors besaring o *Safe Condust’ lesflst aod vovsated thla performanos -
wit: the interrogator. Acoordins 1o his stopy thils officer had
reported for dubly with the 17th 53 Plv 5 Dso, been placed 1 oot
nand of 2 company eomalst mag of 120 vav replacenents and assigned
& saator vieinlty FAUNBLIIVILLEY to defend. His company. ‘had me
organization, no nonecoze and the L himself had only @ vague idesa
of nis wission, Repelving orderc on smorcing & thxw o sovs
his sompany inlc its asslzned defensive positions, the L& pould
ind only I0=40 of his arlgi:zal 120 men, #Hith thece he cocupled
iz positiong and was woon surrourwsd on thpes sides X:y Aparioan
infantpy. Sesing that hias situstion was honelsss ama
his romaining man (by this tize enly 20 wove maf o :&ay down
s tholr syme and gurrender. This porticular officer considered hime
eﬂz‘ - prﬁ"@asmmi soldier amé kad o 'm:ss mr Ntmt fap m '

Uain supsort for the 17th 7 Division's m:’mw m:u uﬁa
the 318th attack on 4 Do was provided Ly slemsots of ITth 55 W
Rent and 34 and Ath Cog, ITih U5 AT Bn. Fach of these 4T Gos :
m uipped with three Tdmm AT muna, &l of mm: ware belleved Gﬂﬁn

@ Suping the mmk. The 17¢h 28 Arty Rest was |
t%m Sn@y Ist and 24 lng having % batisries each of 105mm ?&&1&
Howey 34 Yn coipoesd of 7ih and Ot batterlos cn.h thres 15008
Fowsg eagh, and Oth mttwy with fhar 109w puns (long
e were taken fron Tth battery snly, whieéa m &M 3 35% Fio
lows looated vicinlzy DIERLIUGEN,

Aftar 315th troops cocupied thaly nbjmuvu & ‘mmm
aotivity consisted only of lizht bamuw artillsry ﬁm

¢n'f Decerber the 316th moved frem #a ilgn i
aren in PROYPIN (taking over aves previcusly held by 428 wﬁry}
wheme they romained il 18- ihem oy of eontast wi%h‘%hu W

Yovine Prom PRITHING 4o ER‘WEW 18 Sesenber Z18th mmwg
with tha rest af %ah Svision, welleved 9. 12%h Armoped mm;m.
#o gnony contact wag made dieihg the Dbk 1810 lDesssber and on o
’&‘w Pollowlins day ‘mmm 12th Arzorsd Diviet ,mmea Ats noni— -
iona vt@&‘“i*y SETTRILER due 1O ﬁQﬁh Eimam w}.w been ax'ém o
t:x nOvE 1@3**1&&@3& to LULEISCUG. whore & enle Gorme:

3

The 318th Im‘mtry srrived in
In the ftoun of BOL¥DL 3K, Prom thers the Hag
ber o MNIRSCH mnd on the Lol Aoy Anto GULVAS, whepa 1t we
w*it*m ts potlion *sitﬁ* nission cx‘r mis&; %%1.. éu \
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DECLASSIFILO

A11 smery omits esntacied by 3184k In this seelor wars from

3524 Volks dr O Thig Div, m'wiawly fegtroyed In 87 10 ares,
Tad bass refoprosd fn GUUASY with Haval and GAF p&:‘a&r’mk and

had taksn part in the ofTenalvs 1“' *‘lﬁamtwr. fosording o hlsher

hasqnuartsrs, this Dlvislon wed bBelieved 10 have b a0 peorganined
£long peaular Volla Or T/0 with a 3sial stpenglc ¢ 10,950 men

:‘rr’, rrior 3 aommitment, en effectlive combatl st.xwm:«th satimatad
7,000 = 5,000 meng It was componed of gifth, S1%th aad 915th
:'!' @h*s, 1'}%”’* Lpty T @rft, BR324 Food Sn, 3524 wi“’%l Brs, 3,)3*‘1 AT
Ba and 3533 Foesilier S0l zc?‘* Rzt hed twe Hna, & 13th {Iaf
Hexs) god o lgh (A7) Co. In sndditlon, at mam, the 518%th Regl
na” & 15th {Agaaull) Co. The 4th Rnd 'atn Cop of each Regt vad
§ g end A 5’1**»- z«oraam.. e Arty flegt had 4 Dnep lst On
having 1827 ungs 24 asd 33 Sns with 12 105za Hows eash;
and 4% Un Be 1?3 15&13: 4

{n mornine 22 Togs e Do *‘z‘ﬁl F1Ath :’féﬁ;"%t was on - lins

Ang an roagnd vioinisy 5.3.1 &u} ls&t in ¥est of H&UY
s
and 24 .@ﬂ”x‘&*a ;,«vat.‘ Heﬁ% zm
Told M Wwig? Gove
[ Llenk wes G15 th two Bng aiﬂraast beawmm ¥

gt was on 1ino with fwo s in crm;m, wilth
1 the §IZET? and é:?’“ AT Velleya from GR *‘“i”‘«“ﬁ
+o BISERA, *"f-m zm *r: had a&wﬁaw Lo v uﬁy and hold 315340, 2

In Lo wauga and hold SULEAR,

panrdin

Mg our 5Lisck on mownling 22 Ueceniur camo &8
4 gomplete purpriss and tha Yo

agza wars utﬁm".w 0m§" wad by our
ranae, (ne ¥ atated L the Sesimental OO of Z1Ah, slfter
sins wooisd, ordersd b *’4 witant to condmet Div Fg and ek for
1omadiate reinforooments fsf infantyy end ammm’y. Apprrsnbly
tha froops as well sg the gor natheries wers on move abt time of
tha attm’*,’ o3 ltiw’r tn our artilisry effecsing mors than the

3 unltless finn of 13524 Arty wers on roed
I i . mROPEG when they wers Tirsd on by our
»zm.,y an ﬁ.m& Lo wittdraw 50 Yoprthenst. Afber oupr aLiack was
1zumeohad tha saeny infantry wes ondered w prepare delenslive Do~
:33““?13 ‘zl‘w'* Bish ground £ :.uth of ths road LTTELERICE « FEREIY -
et ly frusteated by the advence of
3 ey the enemy was Toreeld Ifrom the-

/ DS,
SUF LPOODS
hizh zre

ot m‘aa" af

T this emmountor the D134h and 210tk fp Tegts were gontactad
ny %1%eh and hesvy reclatonce was asd Suring the day S0 Mg :
yore t;mw o which wors f’ gilebisod ;HVBANE and un
aonpent : r vovs laval porzarmsl,  Their morals was Tely
spimarily Lo suCtasses during the preseding woske

saveral JYa gtadted that ths %024 2r TAv was stheduled a‘m be
elthap guprorisd or ralisved Ly an xmvm* fivision. An officer
i gtated thal the roads in resy of thelr mvisrm had been balﬁ
clear Tor twn dave in andtisimation of the arcival of the axpatted
symor gspnord
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“After fction  eport” Tor Uee A4 (cont'd),

Un 23 Usgenber the enomy, relaforsed by additlional Lroop
DIH1CR a irlng the day, reslisted our atteclk on LTIHLIN. JE‘.

tenks, aserull suns and el arce fira. Two of our Companies
4 nat ‘zmw oy “>tfv<*'f Inte the 4own bul wers withe

1 Lthe doy, arneny 85111 held LTTHLe

! Ko An onamy o 3@3‘&‘9‘*&“ 1 S i Lhy ;A:g wes repulseds

Cn thig geoond duy of our at mm{, &% Deger o1y 145 Pue wers taken

s7d thelr mornole pemeined falr 2o pood deaplio ?‘@.’:'ry cagusitien

and dlopareamento.

Cn 2 Csgerher the 318th was ordered to }.mwa on
its present nositions, with =
ICK, nat move with the othes

iy ; 3&.) 121

two fns o ¥

Aprivine Bl hit 2A-2% Cegorber in U.He 4th Armored Division
:.1, 213th was sitachsd $6 GOA, 24 bn, 318¢h atlsched
o &t Armored Division wit¥ misslion o drive & wm%a
1rio &ar@m nmm 42 voliovre scur tPosos eneirelsd at ASTIGIE,
, ing dnily for next five days sgainet heavy opposition !‘m
mam huts “iv szm uninown srsored sleponta, ls% o, 33.8
©OWATIACH, TINTANGE, BOLLANGE, RONVILLE, LIVAROHARPS,
"m 3’%*&2’:, ﬁf‘b@}’? axtrmly he&v:y raaiawme
: 1SN PG, W ana Saiviclune,
mu mtml :msi "y 10t Lt Alexandep
ntast with tha enoirsl Jele 10%at
'w;i “vam dlspositions and sa,wwqa@*}tly
,,mr with the beleagured garrison.

:3
7 e
5

teavn B owad

“hile armored resictance from tanksy halfetvsaks and BS%um ms‘f
wan eontinuous :‘*wiw tho operatlion, nons of thess units could be
1dmneified, Infaniry opposition stemmed msinly Crom the Sth lars
Div, the following uwi*.a of whioh wers 1dentifisdr 135th, 14th end
15th Fara Iaf Tsnte, with thrse Uns esch, nlus 135th, 14tk and 15th

83 tha 5th Sm, with tws Oom, sreed with AT grevndes oniy; 5th
g In, with **vw-‘ Cos, all compiiied aa infeatrysy 128h Jara Ardy
¥ith & Sih Ga aparently 0onposed of 44 Strles. The A08th

Comr @ wag w "x}?“*{‘ to Hth Para iy, Thie Corps was o wwosed

3ng, with thres Living Hiries psr In and
7 aimilor to AT puns, but oguipped with
alichte Tor B 1’,"%«9 firing *ﬂss} Lwo haavy Ing BILh o Tiring
Tupien apoh, eam L“&%Jz with 1"‘"’:3:3 Gun agﬁa per Ery.

Tn 27 ecsaber the 24 In, 15&!,* Pz G Rept, 15th P2 Or Div
wag engountersd in dAxfengs of HIHY m. te 0 othar slements of this
2iv were o ntacted. This Un 5 not besn recrganizsd, nor received
veplagenents, bsfors samltwent in this seotor froxm the COLEE
AT'ORe . ; LRl ; :

The 10
5l RFley and

Palhelwerfer Aptzade {(rogkst prolsciors), composed
nheiwarier Hagloen t.a, was sngountersd alar«g Bl
» flack of Sernon wedse and also in zone of g1l thres
m* alisne, Each rezizent cowposed of th m Brg, with the

or ouyr

Ho oard thees fiptar Blplsg epok, In Iot 8n ware 6 hm nrajsetors
por Ttry: 23 bn with § 210me projeclors per Bury: 34 Zn with 6
s € -
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. 5-2 "After Action Report” for Dee '44 (sont'd)e -

»

30Cmm projectors per Itry. Numbor of barrels per projsctor une
known. #xsct disposition of slements of thias Brigade sould not
be established,

Ag a result of asctions 25th throush 28th December, the 5th
Para Div was largely disorgenized and lst & 24 Bns, 318th, togsther
with Us8. 4th Armored Div, took 769 Fée, all of which were handled
throuzh 4th Armored Division cages.

The 34 Bn, 318th satered ETTELBRUCK, from which miscellanecus
units of 3524 Div withdrew to Northeast, capturing 43 *Ws. The
enemy also withdrew from helchts lsmedlately North - Northwest of
ETTELBRUCK and took up poslitions Just South of BURDEN, with defen-
sive mission. These elements of the 3584 Div wers eventuslly reo-
lieved by the German T9th Div, which had the miselon of protecting
ths enenmy's South flank and %o eut off the U.S5. 34 Army penstration.

. In atterpting to carry out thelr miesion the Gersan 79th Div attacke

ed, unguccessfully, the 317th and 319th Reglments, The 34 bn, 318tk
suffered no eountaratiacks, They malntained agsressive patrolling
to the Forth and Hortheast but were wmsuccessiul in taking Fds,

On 29 Decsmber, thelr miseionm having been successfully come
pleted, lst & 24 Gns, 318th were relleved from attachment to Ue.S.
4th Armored Divislon. The two Dns, with Regt'l Hq, moved immediate-
ly back te COLMAR, :

At close of the month, with another B3n in line relieving 80th
Div Ren Jast and Southeast of EITELBRUCK, 1t is bslieved that ele-
ments of the German THth Volke Gr Piv oppvsed our forces, so far
on the defensaive, :

There a re no caments or observations for the periode ,
T P RS
¥ Yo 3 :

Ma rtin J, Wegtan
Capta in, 318th Inf.
go2 .





