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‘retreat.

" due partly toSEREREERAIENNNER but due chiefly to the fact that the
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The morndng of 1 Sep Ak found the 3186k CT and attaciments in and around
BAR 1B DUC, whers they had pulled into late the preceding might.

the arrival of liberating American forces in this French oity immediately
following the hasty exit of the Nasi "Supermen® caused a wholehearted celebration
among the civilian population the like of which none of us, who had bescome accus-
tomed to receiving the acclaims of liberated French people all the way across
France, had ever besfore witnessed.

At 0800, 1 Sep 4L CT 8 began its contimued movement to the Bast, prior recon-
naissance having disclosed that only relatively small enemy delaying farces opposed
our advance. Activities of these forces consisted of blowing bridges over our
routs of march to delgy our advance.

fhree PWs taken during the night were from the 29th Regt, 3d Inf Div. Inter-
rogation of these Pws disclosed that at least a part of this Div had only recently
arrived in FRANCE from the Italian front and were to be used in rearguard action,
but the swift advance of Americen forces had compelled their retreat on 30 August

in a general Rasterly direction.
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Our route of march for the day took us through SAVONNIERES, LCNGEVILLE,

-

LEROUVILLE, arriving at 1900 at a point about 3 miles west of COMMERCY where we

bivouscked for the might in the woods.

) 2N/

CUMMERCY having been cleared of all remaining enemy resistance during night
1-2 Sep, CT 8 moved through the town on the morning of 2 Sep, GEEJNENNNNNR
- ts WIS . 1020

since CT 8 was, at this time, in Div reserve, ite primary missions were

<~ (4/€

security and recomnnaissance.

One PW taken on 2 Sep was "~m lst Co, 305th GAF Signal, Sq_hoo.'!.bnfgt. This
Compary had an original strength of 220-250 men. '

Enemy activity in CT 8 sector consisted of harassing night patrols, and
mines and road blocks put out as delgying factors bty the enemy during their

During the perdod e Sap, fnclusive, Sheve was very Lithle onesy activiyy,
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T exiftly as o maie 5t almoet imposaible to neimein ostust.
Mmmmmtmmum-moa gave added proof that the
somy bad left behind for rearguard and delaying actions only seall, disorganised
and scattered forces from various and sundry units, while withdrawing his main
i forces further East to & poimt where he could make a detersined stand.

On 4 Sep CT & moved formard from its position 1h miles NE of CCMMERCY, the

Regtl CP being set up vicinity of ROYAIMEIX. Thia move was mgde by foot march,

the route taken leading through GIRONVILIE, JOUY-SOUS-LES~-COTES, BUUCC and SAMZEY.

T

é T Phase II (5-11 Sep, incl)
Battle to clear-wWest Bank of MOSELLE RIVER in vicinity of the PORET DE
LAVANT GARDE.

i
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During this time, as always, intelligence agencies worked conmtinucusly day
and night endeavoring to gain sll possible informstion of the enemy opposing us,
From the time that CT & was first committed in combat the IFw Team attached to the
CT, more than any cther imtelligence agency, proved to be of inestimgble value in
i providing the S=2 with timely and accurate information of the ensmy. For patrol-

» manning OP# and ligison between adjacent units the Regtl I & R platoon, as
well as the Battalion imtelligence sections, fulfilled their miasions in an exxel-~

lent manner.

In this connection due mention must be made of patriotic Fremch civiliana,

nost of whois were members of the FF], who went on cowrdless missions thrcugh the
enemy lines and produced correct intelligence which was espeeially valuable in
furnishing artillery targets. Some of their men who never rsturned give mute

testimony of their great courage and their willingness to sacrifice themselves
for the cause of the liberation of FRANCE.
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It was at this time that our advance to the East which had, in recent weeks
been 30 swift as to allow the enemy no time for anything but hasty withdrawals,
was brought practically to a standstill due, not to stiffening enemy resistance,

R . . ..
folt that solely because of this snforced delay the enemy wae given times to
ferm an MIR along the MOSKLIE RIVER, preparing hasty defenses and bringing up
resnforcement s.

Imterrogation of Pws had disclosed that we were faced by elements of the
3d and 15th Panser Grenadier Divisions. In addition to these two units Pws were

taken from mumercus other units, the strength of some as low as X0-30 men, giv-
ing ccnclusive evidenoe of the discrganization and exirems shoTtage of wﬂ
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Oone PW, taken 3 Sep, stated that a recent German GHQ ordsr had been slm

to all troops to the effect that *No German soldier would be permitted to retreat
across the RHINE".

On 4-5 Sep an I & R patrol, sent forward with the misasion of determining
enemy strength and dispositions along the West bank of the MOSKELIE, reported

snemy defensive positionsgNNT NN, rmerous enemy

patrols active in that area and enemy artillery located East of the River firing

on our positions West of Rivaer.

The enamy situation confromting CT 8 at this time, as campiled fram all
awailshle sources, put the main enemy forces, consisting of elements of two
Infartry Divisions, plus organic artillery, occupying commanding ground on Bast

bank of the MUSELIE, with delsying forces estimated as st least one Battallon

West of River occupying the towns of BELLEVILIE, MARBACHE AND FOMPEY, the FORET
DE L'AVANT GARDE, and Hills 220 and 326. These delaying forces ware identified

5 Sep as lst Bn, 92d GAF Regimemt.

On 5 Sep 3d Battalion, 318th was given the mission of taldng Hills 220
326. At 1525 on 6 Sep they succeeded in taking Hill 326, Due to the flierce
enexy resistance encountered, it was necessary on 7 sep to commit 2d Battalion,

318th to assist the 3d Battalion in wiping out enemy resistance in our sector.

In view of this resistance, plus additionsl PW identifications, it is believed

that the entire 92d GAF Regt, consisting of three Battalions and Ccampany strength

of 220 men, opposed us at this time. /,
During the night 7-8 Sep the 921 GAF Regt was relieved by elements of the ;’qﬁ

553d Volks Grenadier Divieion, & uit which bad not previcusly been identified

on the Western Front. This division was composed of three Regiments {111%th,
1120th, 1121st), ons Artillery Regiment, one Pusilier Battalion, one Engineer

Battalion, Each Infantry Regiment was composed of two Battalions and an Assault
compary of 1 Machine Pisto) platoon and 2 Engineer platoons. Xach Battalion was

made up of 3 rifle compenies and 1 Hvy Wpns Compeny; plus 1 Inf How Company per

Regt. /0
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The 15534 Assault Gun Battalion, attached to the 553d Gr Div, was committed

7 Sep in POMPRY-MARBACHE ssotor in support of Grenadier units of the 553d Gr pivie
sion. This Battalion was camposed of three batteries of five 75am assault guns
on Mark III chaseis each; Battalion had strength of 160 men; AG crew of L man,

These units had mission of counterattacking and driving our forces back but

war¢ unsuccessful,

Due to GIENREENNINIINNY with cur forward element s, {SMENEINGEGNGG—G
LrWNTRA fran vicinity of RUYAEIX G
b o

During the night 8-9 Sep the enemy withdrew the bulk of his forces fram the
West 10 the Bast side of LUSILE RIVER, leaving only scattered strong points of
resistarnce to harass and delay our advance, On 9 Sep CT 8 pushed through the
FORET DE L®AVANT -GARDE, occupying positions on yest bank of MOSELLE RIVER from
BELLRVILLE South to LIVERDUN, thus completing the misaion of driving the enemy
from the Weat side of the River in its sector.

Phase III (12~30 Sep, Inecl)

Crossing of the MOSELLE RIVER at DIEULLUARD and battle of the Bridgehead.

Higher headquarters had decided that CT 7, occupying positions on West bank
of W SELIE directly North of us, would force a rinr crossing at DIEULCUARD 12
Sep and secure a bridgehead on the opposite side. Immediately after this accom—
plishment, CT 8 (less lat Bn, which had been attached to US 4th armd Div) wae to
utilize the crossing made by CT 7 and push to the South and East, CT 7 in the
meant.:ns with mission of pushing to the North.

F¥ reports at this time indicsted that the ground kast of the MCSELLE from

HANCY North to BEZAWMONT was defended by the 553d Gr Div, with the 1121st Gr

Regt on the NHorth flank, BEZAIMONT being the boundary lime between the 553d on
the South and 3d Pz Gr Div on the Nori., the 2%th Pz Gr Regt of this unit being
on the Div South flank,

It was believed that the enamy had scattered his forces thinly, but with
considerable automatic weapons supplemented by mines and booby traps, at all
strategic points along the river line, while holding his main forces in mcbile
reserve scme diastance behind thias line; thus enabling him to utilise the maximum
of his defensive powers to repel our crossing at whatever point we might attempt
4t. 1f such was the ensmyt's plan however, it failed to work out.
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B0 The attask b OO0 12 Bvp and snsommtered hasvy o
wwmmm»mmmwmumuw river.

C? 7 effected a crossing in record time, meeting considerably less resistance
than hed been anticipated, with the result that CT 8 began moving to DIBULOUARD
at 0730 to cross behind them. The bridge remained under constant artillery and
mortar fire throughout the day and night, but CT 8 units encountersd no small
arms por swomatic fire while crossing.

The Regtl CP of.CT 8, having moved at 0800 12 Sep from its location L miles
Sowth of DIRULOUARD, moved again at 1100
@ISR, which also had to be crossed. After dark the CP moved across
the river, closing in st 2130 GuuiERESRSbout ons kilometer North of 1E
FON DU MON3.

4t 0300 13 Sep the enesy launched a counterfttack ANEINENSEENER, coe-
p!.ot.dr overrunnming all opposing forces in its path, and by 0530 had
CEENEgE,
S Miraculously, the snemy attack was halted thare long encugh for the
24 Ba, 318th to be brought up and drive it back.

According to information from PWs talen 13 Sep the enemy attack of that
merning had been made by the 29th Ps Gr Regt (with the probable exception of two
conpanies), plus the Ath company, 103d Assault Gun Bnj and 2d company, 34 AT Bn;
all from the 34 P Gr Div. Their mission had been to attack from the vicinity of
FORET DE FACQ and reoccupy the high ground East of the MOSELLE.

rhamqoctnngthoroompmisainth-Z%hPswnagtmlp-som,.1.
wl.nﬂuptoaltrongt.hormun. Most of the companies had 5-7 IMGa
and 2 HMGs; Ath, 8th and 12th companies had four 0mm mortars and four 120mm mor-
tars sach, |

ith Co, 103d AG Bn, committed in counterattack of 0300 13 Sep, mus oquippod.
with basookas, grensde launchers, AT rifles vnd 2 IMGS. lst, 2d and 34 companies
of this Bn ware equipped with 75mm AG (SP) on Mark IV chassis,

meo,adumm.quwoddt.hrcmmnw-um(sr) on Mark IV
m,motm-u‘onudincwntmthckof 130300,

an;&,%hurnivmcolpondo‘f3m,llt.nllzddthtnln
1%0um Field Hows,

mmm-twm«mmkonmmmmuamnmmzum

CP moved from 1ts-pedimiiNEETAY the M
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orsiaped with tour T9m Inf Nowe,

0 2 5op QI «tt soked MOUBEON MILL, oeswying it at 0930 afber
seoting camparstively Light resistamse. ooy were [JENNNNNIIN o 1525 vy o
towos iliinibod & two scupanies, but were able o repulss it. |

The 34 Co, 115tk Px Or Tog Bn was ldentified 14 3ep in our sector in the
cwﬁtnkul)lﬂblm. Company was composed of epproximately 130 men;
¥ Gs in sampary.

/ On15 Sep the enesy leunched GNENEENEESRESNSEN ¢inultanecusly ‘st 0600
/and & fourth sttack st 1600, GEEESMMEASEMcwing from the Nortbeast and made by

| 115 Ps Gr Tng Bu, supported by fire from FONY A WDUSSDN, succeeded in rekaking
ATTON, AR Remnante of the 25%th P
Gr Bagt recrgaized in PURET B FACQ and from there doniuOmmmmuiiSUlwith two
| ns ahreast directed againet ST GRMEVIEVE and LOISI. The enesy falled to take
}mmumuuutmsrm. A ot 0500 was

| lawnshed from the Eest by the 115th Ps Or Regt, S8 March Bn, 103d AG Bn sad an

) wnidentifisd Penser unit between ST GRMEVIEVE and LAMEEMORT. This attack was

" repalest.
| The GEPENUNERSNEEED? the day was mads from the Soiutheast from vieimi.
Ay of MOREY and HELLEAU at 1600 by elemente of 1119th and 1121st Gr Regts, 553

Gr Mv; 934 GAF Regt (recently sttached to 553d Div by Gensral Ovder); and 15554
vm. Thie atteck was stopped by our Arty before the camy meds comtest wWith

ouwr irecps, -

- huwwﬂﬂ—wmmm

wmumhum-wmumam,m—-
oud ot OT00. The secomd atteck on LOISY came from the Northeast snd was mede Wy

{an entdmated 200 Infaniry troops, swported by & tanks plas hesvy sriillesy and

E“MI
ﬂ m—w.wumnm-umnnnrm
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of \haoe treops wa found 40 De peor as nary of them deserted on fivet combest
. with owr forees. The OT had been formed during early part of Sep ik of Reserv-
\mmmlcm.nuortmuuummmemmm;
ﬁtwmmmuuum-.
mum,mhmodtomucmmmm,mmumm
ﬂ“,mtﬂmn. At 1500 the same day contact was reestablished with
. our 3¢ Ba on MOUSSON HILL.
m#ﬁhﬂlh&miad-uaidmuudl?s.p,apart-otitshtmmm
been ocamitted the preseding day in the attack on IOIST. Brigade was composed of
three Bos, four companies per Bn, approximately 160 men per campeny. This wnit
| was caspletely motorised and used as a mobile reserve for coamittment in whatever
sector along the front where a bresk-through by American forces appeared most
| imeinent.
 prom ihis time to the end of September mmerous small enexy units were
jdemtified .n our sector, but few of importance as the enemy very frequently
changed same of their unit designations. Same of these units were Assault Ba
0K 1, March Bn 'Nancy!, Tng Regt 'Toul!, CT Zuchar, CT Glats, CT Hildebrandt,
end 438th Repl Tng Bn.
hﬂndriﬂnthomfmthommmwﬂ)NHHLthcmm,
crshmh.daﬂ'lnﬂ&pwtbmthuﬂtwmlsmuRMRhm
occouqying this town 23 Sep. From BRATTE our attack turned to the Northeast with
the mission of driving the enemy from their hgh ground on Eill K07, M TOWON
and MT 8T JRAN. jomtomdcrawmﬁWM;tocuphhthatduion. Ram-
masts of the 1119th and 1121st Inf Regts, 5534 Div were figiting stubbarnly to
hold this kigh ground, with the 1119th responsible for MT TOULON and the 112let

responsible for MT 8t JEAN.




