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HEADJUARTERS 317TH INFANTRY =
APO §80, V. 8. Arsy
5 December 1344
Bubjects After ketlon Report (5~4), 1 November 1944 to 30 liovember 1944.
Te t The Adjutent Gemeral, Washingtom D. C., through Comsanding Gemsral,

B0th Infaniry Divielon.

1. The momth of November 1344 from a supply viewpoist began in am unevent-
ful mamner, but passage of time estublished §i a2 a pericd of many difficult sup-
Fly proviomss At ToE Deginning of The DONTH Toe erganitation wey still in ths

static situation which it had emtered early in Oetober. Stsady progress lad been
made in brisring the equipment 4o & vary satisfuctiory status,

2. [y the 8tk of Hovesber 1944 vhem the Regimen! resumed the advance,
src3aing the Seills River, enly one msjor shortage of erdnanss exigiody mine 50
Yortars. This shortege bad been partially recedied Ly the issus of edditional
Elmm Mortars to the hssvy woespons gompanies. However, this was noi a sstisfactory

anlotiam. Fha martors wors sst sapabls of belag medoteloed io wloaw adppork of -
rifle platouns in the atisok. Thedr only valus is a8 = Taserve to bo used in the
event the situsiion stabilizes emcughk to allow the hesvy wospoms company to put
thea in agtion iw mddition te the normal cemplewent of mortars. Ths erossing of
the Seills River, while quickly effected by the fost ircops presented a ma jar
diffioulty for Sranspibtation becawse of the flocd stage of the river and ths
unsiable condition of its bamke. It wes mot until twemty-sight hours had pasged
that a satisfactory supply route to the iroops was establishod, The first of
two Fﬂm hi‘-lﬂ' ertablished {GI-.'!") hed t5 ba dlosed bascoas mfEss dha Foe=
sage of one third of the Regluent's organis transpertntion the approsches becume
impazaable. Fhem the sseond pontom bridge (Pert=Sur-Sedlle) was sowpleted ot
0300 9 Nov 1944 it was atil) nocessary to eleer the rosds oa the sastern sida,

of mines which bad been extemsivaly employed by the enemy. Resupply and the evase=
ustion of wounded during this poried wes exoecdingly difficult and cculd be ng=
complished only en foot.

4+ Uperetions durlng the memth festurod frequent oross csuntry mcvements
Ly the Peiiallons not Teadlily sccedsatls 10 eatisractory Veniculsr roules, On
several gesaslens it wan necessary to efiest the daily resupply of Battelions b
paciing suppliea to ths troops. Lxbtensive demcliiions of rozds mnd wridges cogrs-
vated this situstion. On the night of 26 Novesber whem the 1ot Hatialiom was in
the vicimity of Altiviller, vehisular treffiec ecould met resch it until the gons-
truction of a Pailey Sridge st Folschviller. To imsurs ithe Hattalissds resupply
prior to conmtinuing the sdvawea the morning of 27 Nevesbor 1044 i1 waas D50 88aATY
tgcergamize carrying parties. This was mosomplisked by Li. Olark, Satialion Sup-
ply Cffiser and sdogquite Glass I end ¥V supplies arrived at ihp Latimilion uy osog
27 Hovembor 1944. Somewhat similer diffisulties had boen oxperi meed by It Jem=
nings, Supply Of‘icer of the Zud Battaliom, on the night of 25 Nevasber 1344,
The Battalionm had advenced aerces soumiry and was looated HT of FAULGUZENT ot
{5203323) Map: Franes 15100,000 SLARGRUCKEN sheet. The enzinoers wers umabls
to repair the romds dn time %0 be of uso. Atiempls to reachk Betfulicns using
Jaops saross gountry falled. The Jeeps could not megotiate ihe wmuddy torraim.
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The Supply Offisoer fimally selved the problea by lowding the susplies
oa = -huimtmhﬂlhm-thurtmlrmth-hmm
lipom reachieg tke Batialien withk the supplies, the trusk was wtilised te evasuste
ten wounded men who required fmsedinte attenticnm,

4. Hovember was charssterised throughout by exiremsly imslemsnt weatler. Im=
marsion Foot (Trench Foot) presented a very sericus problem and resulted i= ths
evasuaiion of wany othervise combet effectives. 4 Division spemsored progrus of
‘& dally ahanra af masks wun dnitlatad. Oloan sosks wers Lmswed daily with time

rotions. Sclled socks were collected at the seme time und forewarded thraugh
channels to be luundered end returmed to the organizstion for reuss. The prin-
eiple dtetagle emsowntersd was ihe ecllsction of the soiled socks. Toward the
end of the =omth suletertinl returns were sghieved but al mo time did the turs

in equal the quamtity issucds Overshoes, Artic wers used in conjunotlion with the
sock pregram. Extrese difficuliy was experiansed in sducuting the troope of the
neseasiiy of wearing the Arties. Thelr opindom was thst it was impessille to wear
the overshoss and muks the lomg diffisult marches that the tastles) siiwntine
demindad, :

5. Tha v and extended cperations of tho Reglgent sinecs oommitied to
action has led to u considorable traffie 4m nil elusasa of supplies. It han bLoan
necsasery to hamdle lirge ansumts of salvege wrtoricl, and replucesent items
dresn to repluce comiut losses and that rendsred unserviceabls inm ecsbat.

& It was during Wovesber that {he Regiment received its first suzplate issue
*f wonb=t buehas Barly in ihe svmAD VOO NEV S1SCDIRY Uags wvere recelved and is-
sued, Tiis bag fs well 1iked by ihe men buithey express the opinion thut they
prefer not to use 41 in 2 fromtlize foxhole while swbject to emwsy esticn.

Te A rocupitlet fow reveals thet there is bardly li:r type articls of imsue that
has mot beem salvaged snd repliced simes 5 August 1044. Por oxasialey 635, Five
gillen mier cams have been replaced. 1028 imtrenching shovels bave Leen ro-
quired to repluos those lost or salvaged. Ome artisle that rums inte Tormddsbla
nunbers i sloves. 4149 padr have bosn rassived znd still prosent requireneniy
ennmot ba bet. Astivity In ordnance hos been evan more impressive; £3 amtommiis
rifles; 25 heory sachine gumsy 23 light machime pune, 28=60m Hortara, lé=gdls=a
Hortara have beem replnced. Salvage eperationa have been vigoreusly pushed.

To memtion & few; 10,348 socks; 4123 shoes, 4475 camtesns, 10 bomry oushing puns
14 light machine guns, 3654 L=l rifles have besn roturned teo ihe agpropriate
branch. Muek of this materizl wns gsapable of bednz returncd to service with few
if any repaire.

8. Turing ths manih kigher heoad usstors suiberised =snd mais vullablie glxn ad=
ditional 1w and = kalf tem trucks per rogimemi to facilitate the coveusnt of Led-
ding rolls of the troops. Two trusks were as:igned to ssch Datialisn unsd st g
ially iwproved ibe handlis; of the folla. Those vabioles filled a leug felt want
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