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HEADQUARTERQI!!!!!IlI!lIARTTLLERX BATTALION

APO #80, c/o Postmaster,New York,N.Y.
2 October 1984

SUBJECT: Report after Action Against Enemy
Section I: Summary of Daily Operations and Actions

1 Sept - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion was in general support

reinforcing the fires of the 314th FA Bn with a special mission of direct support
following the 1lst Bn of the 318th Inf. Around noontime the mission was changed
to a direct support mission of the 319th Inf. Regt., advancing on its objedtive
in the vicinity of JOUY#SOUS-LES-COTES. We formed a part of the 319th CT and
this CT was held up by slight resistance and blown bridges across the MEUSE
RIVER at CHAUVONCOURT. v

2 Sept.= The 319th CT resumed their mission and took the objective in
the vicinity of JOUY-SOUS-LES-COTES. Here the CT put out outposts and the 905th
FA Bn assumed a defensive position to support the 319th Inf. with Artillery fire
on on three sides of its putpostse. g

4 Sept - The 3rd Bn 319th Inf. moved and attacked TOUL with Charlie Btry,
905 FA Bn as the advance guard battery; the rest of the Bn having left its
defensive position moved forward to take up positions in the vicinity of TOUL.
TOUL was secured and outposted with the assistance of artillery fire from
Charlie Btry, which fired on enemy installations on East side of the MOSELLE
RIVER causing heavy casualties. ' :

5 Sept.- The 3rd Bn continued to advance to a new objective at GONDRE~
VILIE and FORT BE VILLEY LE SEC. The attack was supported by the 905th FA Bn
concentrations on call by forward observers with each company. B Btry was dis-
placed to the East side of the MOSELLE RIVER to give close support in advance
of the infantry. This displacement took place by ferrying the battery across
the MOSELLE RIVER moving only two guns at a time so that the maximum amount of
artillery. support could be given at any time., The attack was not successful be-
cause of well dug-in fortifications. The 3rd Bn fell back to its previously
dug-in positions. : :

6 Sept - The 3rd Bn, 319th Inf. was again assigned the mission of
taking the towns of GONDREVILLE and FORT VILIEY-LE~SEC. This attack was sup-

ported by a coordinated rolling barrage fired b{ the 905th FA Bn and planned
concentrations on suspected locations of enemy troops. The attack was also

supported by Btry A,273rd FA (155 mm Guns) firing on the fort and at locations
suspected of containing enemy artillery. The rolling barrage was controlled by
the forward observers with the two leading companies. The fires were also con-
trolled by air observation from our liaison plane (No 64~J)., The attack was
not completed by darkness and the Inf. again fell back to their previously
occupied positions, The fort itself was very well constructed, of great thick-
ness with many pillboxes. ;

7_Sept - No change in mission. Batteries moved to alternate positions
because of enemy artillery shelling. B Btry was brought to the West side of the
river., Additional artillery was received and added to the direct support ar-
tillery?!s -plan (905 FA Bn). The additional battery wss the 731lst FA Bn(155 mm guns).
The 905 FA Bn set up four long base observation posts for the specific purpose
of interseecting on enemy artillery., Although the base itself worked very sat-
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of GONDREVILLIE and FORT VILIEY-LE-SEC. Btry B was moved to the East side of

the river so that they could be in close suppoet of the advancing Infantry.
11 Sept.- An excellent illustration of how infantry,tanks, and artillery can
be welded into an effective fighting team occurred near GONDREVILLE on 11
September 1944. L Company 319th Infantry, then holding a line just East of
GONDREVILLE, was ordered to send a platoon of infantry,reinforced by two
medium tanks, to make a reconnaisance in force of the enemy line then on the
East sidé of the FORET LE BOIS. An artillery forward observer acdompanied the
patrol while another remained at an OP in the vicinity .of the company CP.
The patrol moved forward with artillery and soon encountered machine gun fire
which pinned the platoon down. Direct fire by the tanks and an adjustment
relayed by 536 from the forward observer with the platoon., permitted the pkatoon
to start withdrawing as planned. A few moments later the artillery observer at
the OP noticed machine gun squads and rifles moving up on the flank and rear
of the platoon. The platoon was notified, an adjustment was fired from the OP,
and the enemy was liguidated. The platoon returned,having accomplished its
mission without casualties. : :
12 Sept.- To obtain long range harassing fire when long range artillery was
being used elsewhere, the 905th FA Bn adjusted on a distant base point,- a
90 mm AA Bn. This adjustment was done by a liaison plane, and numerous missions
were given the AA Bn. for firing during the night. These missions were harassing
missions to be fired only when not firing anti aircraft. :
14 Sept.= The 905th FA Bn moved East of the MOSELLE RIVER to be in close support
of an attack which was to be launched at 0600 15 September. The BP and check
point adjustments were completed before dark.
15 Sept.~ The 3rd Bn 319th Inf. moved forward with the attack through the FORET
DE HAYE on to Nancy without firing a shot. However, the 905th FA Bn was pre-
pared for close support, having its forward observers with the leading elements
of two companies in column and the Liaison Officeriwith the Inf Bn commander,
Radio communication was used throughout; however, wire was laid and was never
more than 150 yards behind the leading elements . Wire communication was not
used because the attack progressed very rapidly. By noon the 3rd Bn 319th Inf had
advanced through the FORET DE HAYE, where it was relieved by a Bn of the 35th
Division. The 319th &nf was relieved in order that they could rejoin the 80th
Inf Div. The 319th CT,minus 2nd Bn, moved to a bivouac position SE VILLERS-
EN-HAYE, where the 905th FA Bn took up position to reinforce the fires of the
314th FA Bn. Liaison Officers and Forward Observers were detaided to the units
on the line, ° : ’ ;

. 16 Septe- In the early morning an attack was made by the Inf. at which time
they repulsed .several counter-attacks. The Inf., moved sufficiently far in their
attack to permit the 905th FA Bn to cross to the East bank of the MOSELLE
RIVER and be in direct support of the 1lst Bn 319th and the lst Bn 318th,who
were pushing the attack to LES MINELLES and MORRILLE SUR SEILLE., The 905th FA
Bn were also to reinforce the fires of the 314th FA Bn. The position taken
to accomplish this mission by the 905th FA Bn was South of the town of LOISY.
17 Sept.~ The 905th FA Bn, to better accomplish its mission, took up positions
SE of the town of ATTON.The center azimuth of the Bn at that time being 300.
We were now given the primary mission of direct support of a Bn of the 318th
and 319th and we received reinforcing fires from the 176th (4.5 guns) and the
311.;t£1 BA Bn{155 mm howitzers). The attack progressed very slowly, the Inf.
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18 Sept e~ The mission of the Inf. changed to that of seizing ST.JURE,

RANgggRT , and NOMENY, thereby changing center azimuth of the 905th FA Bn
to
19uSept,~ The sector of the 319th Inf now extends some 10000 meters. The
azimuth of the 905th FA Bn changed to approximately 1200, The reinforcing Bn
of the 176th was relieved and in their place we received the support of the
775th (he5 guns).

-~ To better accomplish our mission,2 firing batteries were moved to
posit:.ons North of ATTON, and the CP just SW of ATTON.
23 Sept.~ At this point, the Inf having made several attempts to seize their
objective and being met by very stiff resistance, the Regt was instructed to
dig in until the division made further advances in the South. Receiving these
instructions, the gun batteries dug in completely all of their howitzers. All
men dug fox holes and covered the foxholes in numerous ingenious methods. The
Bn CP and FDC were both dug in and camouflaged, as were the instructions. The
situation remained unchanged throughout the remainder of the month,
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HEADQUARTERS 905TE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/0 POSTMASTER,NEW YORK, N.Y.

2 Octeober 1944
SUBJECT: Repert After Actiem Ageinst Enemy.
SECTION II: Imtelligemce Operatiomns, Use of Sections, etec.

1 September 1944 «= A mission of reinforcing the fires of the 3lith Field
Artillery Battalion was accemplished by the 905th Field Artillery Bgttaliom, by
underjakiag the direct suppert of the First Battalien, 318tk Infantry which was
megrching in sdvance guard formation on its ebjective vicinity Jeisy - Seus - Les
Cotes, Twe forward observers were disposed by our ligison efficer with the First
Battalion, 31&th Infantry, one with the leaiing company and the other with command
group, ready for employment as the situation demanded, The plan supplied continuous
observation by continuous air reconnaisance for luuu strips close to the advance
guard dattery, Only light resistance was mety

2 September 194l == Having had their mission changed to direct suppert of the
319tk Infantry, the 905th Field Artillery Battalion went inte a pesition of readi-
ness vicinity of Jelsy - Sous - Les Cotes.

4 September 1944 == Charlie Battery of the 905tk FA Bn, moved out with the
mission of direct suppert of the 3rd Batteliom, 319th Infantry, which had the mise
eion of attacking Teul. The battery supplied two forward observers operating ugder
the eontrel of the battery commamder who kept commanéd liasisem with Commanding Officer,
3rd Battalion, 319th Infantry. The plane alse furnished observatiom by air reconmsis-
ance for forward strips close te positioms selected by the battery. While the 3rd
Battalion took Toul, and crossed the Moselle the remginder of the 905th FA Ban moved
up to occupy positioms within supperting distance.

5 September 194l —= The 905th FA Bn supported an attack en Fort Gomdreville
and Fort Villey le Sec. Observation was furnished by forward observers with each
compgny and the liaison plane operating umder battalion contrel, The enemy estimated
as a battalion, holding the forks as an outpost line in fremt of the Fort de Hays
frustrated the attack,

6 September 194l == The attack was resumed with the same type observation for
the artillery, but despite a relling barrage furnished the southern compsny attack-
ing Fort Villey le Sec assisted by a plstoom of tanks, the attack again failed, Dure
ing the attack a battery of 155 guns pounded the fort with little effect,

7 September 1944 == The presence of comsiderable enemy artillery caused the
installation of a flash base by the 905th FA Bn to supplement the forward observer
facilities., This picked up several enemy imstallations but did met succeed in get-
ting a definite enemy battery location,

10 September 194l «= The enemy having sbandomed Gondreville and Fort Villey
le Sec, the 3rd Bgttaliomn, 319th Infantry advanced to those poinmts,
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HEADQUARTERS QOSTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALICH
APO $#80, C/0 POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N.T,

£ September 1944
SUBJECT: Report After Action Againet Enemy.

SECTION II: Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, etc.
(Continued)

11 September 1944 —= The operatiem of artillery forward observers in support
of a reconnaisance in force to the east of Gondreville is described in the report
of the S-3,

14 September 1944 == The 319th Combat Team having been made part of a task

force to clear the Fort de Hays, the 905th FA Ba crossed the Moselle te furnish:
clese support,

15 September 1944 —= The 3rd Battaliom, 319th Infantry moved forward as first
battalion in a column of battalions ome observer with each of twe companies in the
line under control of the liaison officer with the battalion, No enemy.was encounter-
ed and in the middle of the forest the 319th was ordered te rejoin the S0th Division
southeast of Villess en Hoys. Having been assigned the mission of reinforcing the
314th FA Ba, the 905th FA Bn furnished a liaison officer and three forward observers

to the lst Ba, 319th Infantry to work with the 314th FA Ba then im direct suppert of
that battalioen,

16 September 1944 == XEarly in the morming, the lst Ba, 319th Infantry sustain- )
ed an attack vichmity Loisy on the east side of the Meselle vhich was frustrated by _
artillery fire, The lst Bn, 319th Infantry thea attacked toward lLes Menelles and :
the 1st Bn, 318th Infantry attacked teward Morville, permitting the 905th FA Ba te
take positions vicinity Leisy. .

~O
17 September 194l == Durimg the course of the attack the 905th FA Ba had its
mission changed to direct suppert of the lst Bm, 319tk Infantry and the lst Ba, 31&th
Infantry reinforced by the 315th FA Bn end 176th FA Bn, The 905th then provided -
lisison and forward observers to both battalions,

18 September 1944 == The 319th Infantry received the mission of attacking St. -

Jure Raircourt and.Norminy and the 905th FA Bn to provide direct support., This attack
did not succeed and the 319th dug in on the west of the Sulle River, During this SN
time ligison officers and forward obsgervers were wired in, a flash base was establish~™
ed, and & rigid surveillance schedule provided for air OP's, The OP's engaged them-
selves in observed counter battery and interdiction while the forward observers haras-
sed forward enmemy infantry elements that exposed themselves, This situation obtein-

ed for the remainder of the month,
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SUPFLY OFFICE
905th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO 80, US ARMY

1 October 1944

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy
Section III:; Logisties, Supply
Procedure, Problems.

TO ¢ The Adjutant General
Washing‘bon s DeCoe

l. Class I Supplies
a. No problems.

be. At one time however, this organization drew rations during
the morning of the day they were to be consumed. The ration reserve
at this time was one day and it had already been used.

2+ Class II Supplies

a. Resupply of clothing sand T/E 21 items is exceedingly slow.
At this point, after almost 2 months of continuous action, salvage
is becoming heavy snd we are able to obtain replacements only after a
long delay in some instances, and, in other instances are told that
no replacement is available. No field jackets or overcoats are available.

b. This organization is still short items of initial issue,
the most importent of which,are lights, aiming post Ml 4.

been
‘ce Although we have our TE issue of tentage, it has/found to
be entirely inadequate bo house necessary blackout installations.

3. Class III Supplies

aes Gasoline continues to be issued on a ration basis and at
some times during the month the organijation was dangerously low.

4., Class V

ae Ammmition supply points hawe been ineffectively manned.
Ammunition train personnel have been forced in some instences to load
end sort emmunition. Personnel available to the trains are not sufficient
for this and I do not believe it is contemplated for them to do_ that
worke There are only two handlers authorized by T/0 for each 2L-ton
truck. This has caused delays both at the ASP and in issuing to
firing batteries because ammunition has been mixed up. We have received
as 105 mm. ammunition, other calibre smmwmition and 105 mm. M3 ammunition
(for infantry howitgzers).

’
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b, There are too many lot numbers entirely. At one timé we

had seventy different lots inm 3000 rounds of smmunition.
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HEADQUARTERS 905PH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/O POSTMASTER,NEW YORK, N.Y.

2 October 1944
SUBJECT: Report After Action Agesinst Enemy.
SECTION IV: Personnel and Allied Administration for Month of September 194,

All persomnel work and Battalion Administrative werk is being accemplished
in the Division rear echelon. The lisison between the Battalion snd the persennel
section is very good. The meil is broken down by batteries, by the persennel sec~
tion, end sent forwerd eaeh day. Again all officers and enlisted men were paid for
the month of September on 30 September. About 90% of the pay drawn by the battalion
is being sent home by P.T.A, method. All necessary reports were submitted on time.
Morning Reports summaries are coming in daily and en time, this facilitabting prompt
handling of morning reperte and Batti®-Casualty. There has been very little Courts
Martisl work. One Speciel Court Martial and two Summary Courts Hartialg, all miner

offenses. Service Records are being kept up to date and classification werk en
Forms 20 and 06=l is current.
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