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HEADQUARTERS 905IE THSLeuislys oy 570 A1I0N
AP0 #80, C/O POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

1 Marech 1945
SUBJECT: Repert After Actien Against Enemy.

IO ¢ The Adjutant General, Washingten, D. C,

l., Trensmitied herewith is cempleted After Actien Repert, in feur sectiens,
for the menth of Februery 1945, fer this Battalien, in accerdance with paragreph
10, AR 345-105, as =mended by Change 3, and Memerandum Number 64, Headquarters,
g0th Infentry Division, dated 24 August 1944,

2+ Unit end Staff Jemrmals, together with their supperting decuments, ere
attached.

Fer ‘the Cemmanding Officers

WILLIAM M. GOSK
Majer, 905th T4
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HEADQUARTERS 905TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, U, S ARMY

1 March 1945

SUBJECT: Repert After Action Against Enemy. (Fer the Menth of February 1945)
Section I =~ Summary ef Daily Operatiens and Actien.’

TO ¢ The Adjutent General, Washingten, De Ce

1 te 4 February (inclusive) = The 905th Field Artillery Bat on continued in
its missien ef direct suppert ef CCB, 4th Armered Divisien, in their defense of the
south bank ¢f the OQur River, The Cemmand Pest of the 905th Field Artillery Battalien
was located in Gilsderf, Luxembourg (884418). "A" & "B" Batteries and Cannen Cempany,
319th Infantry, were lecated in the vicinity ef Bettenderf, Luxembeurg (90674280)
(90313’;288)(9132‘4321) with "C" Battery in the vicinity ef Diekirch, Luxembeurg
(8e86k297)s The 313th Field Artillery Battalion and the 315th Field Artillery Bate
talien reinferced the fires ef the 905th Field Artillery Battalien., Sixteen regis-
trations were made, alse 2 e¢bserved missiens en moertars, 2 en infantry end 2 en ve-
hicles, Eight H & I missions were fired and alse 9 prepagenda missiens. Wire and
radie ceommunications were used te higher =nd lower echelens.

Compeny "B" of the 10th Battelien, 4th Armered Divisien advenced under cever of
darkness during early meraing heurs ef 4 February and teek Hesderf, Luxembeurg. Com~
peny "A", 9lst Chemical Mertar Battalien less ene plateen were attached te the 905th
Field Artillery Battalien.

5 te 6 Februsry (inclusive) - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion received the
mission of direct suppert of the 310th Infentry. The units reinforcing the fires of
the 905th Field Artillery Battalien were 313th Field Artillery Battalien, 315th Field
Artillery Battalien. Battery "A', 558th Field Artillery Battalien, less 1 plateen
(155 self-prepelled) was attached. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien Cemmand Pest
displaced te Bettenderf, Luxembourg (908429). Nine registrations, 1 counter-battery,
2 infentry, 1 Machine gumn, 6 prepagenda, and 4 H & I missions were fired., There were
other missiens fired by a ground Observatien Post using the plateen ef Battery "A",
558th Field Artillery Battalien, Their missions was the destructien of pillbexes by

fire using direct laying methods.

7 February = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in ite mission of
direct suppert ef the 319th Infantry whe attacked the high ground nerth of the Owr
River in the vicinity of Hesderf, Luxembourg. The attack was made by the 1lst end
2nd Battalions of the 319th Infantry. There was a 40 minute preperation fired prier
te the attack and then 90 minutes of accempanying fires. These fires were supplemente=
ed by 60 minutes of additienal accempanying fires. The fires of the 905th Fipld Artil-
lery Battalien were reinforced by the 313th Field Artillery Battalion, 315th Field
Artillery Battalion and ene plateen of 105mm asssult guns. There were 51 missions
fired in the preparatien and accempenying fires, Alse, there were 14 observed missions
en infentry, machine guns, and vehicles; 14 TOT's; 2 counter bettery; end 6 H & I
nissions were fired, Cemmunication wes by wire and radie.
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i ART ILLERY BATTALION
APC # 80, U. S. ARMY

Sectien I - Summary ef Deily Operations and Actions. (Centinued)

& te 11 February (inclusive) - The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Bate
talion remained the same with the 319th Infantry cleaning eut pillbex after pillbex
te secure their ebjective. Appreximately 900 reunds of smeke were fired en the 8th
of February while the Engineers attempted te build a bridge acress the Our River,
Smeke concentrations were alse used te cenceal the aidmen while remeving casualties.
WP was used by the artillery te mark pillbexes for the direct fire weapens such as the
Tank Destreyer and self preopelled 155mm gune. On 9 February the 905tk Field Artillery
Battalion received fire centrel of the follewing: Cempany "C", 8llth Tank Destreyer
Battalien, Company "C", 702nd Tank Battalion (1 plateen of each in direct fire pesitien,
remainder in indirect positions), 20 TOT!s, & counter=battery, 14 infantry, 2 machine
gans, 17T H & I, and & smeke missions were fired; plus 25 missiens in a preparatien
and 9 registratiens., |

12 February = The missien of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion remained the
sames The 3rd Battalion, 319th Infantry cressed the Qur River and passed through the
2nd Battalien and preceeded te the regimental ebjective, reaching it sbeut 2000 heurs.
A preparation was fired feor them by the 905th Field Artillery Battalien and reinferce
ing units. The 313th Field Artillery Battalien was relieved of its reinforcing mise
sieon with the 905th Field Artillery Battelions The follewing missions were fired$
2 TOT's, 3 counter=battery, 5 infantry, 1 machine gun, 2 mertars, 6 H & I's, 1 smoke
and 1 preparation consisting of 7 missiens,

13 te 18 February (inclusive) =~ The 319th Infentry continued in its mission ef
enlsrging the bridgehead ever the Our River by cleaning eut the pillhexes they en-
countered, The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in its direct suppert mis=
sion of the 319th Infantry. On the 16th of February, Camnen Cempany, 319th Infantry
meved te & forward pesitien on the north side of the Our River in the vicinity ef
Wellendorf, Germany (9500 4365). On the 17th of Februery, the 905th Field Artillery
Battelion Commsnd Pest meved te Beisderf, Luxembourg (946 417), On the 18th of Feb=
ruary, the 905th Field Artillery Bettalien and reinfercing units fired twe 30 minute
preparations te suppert attacks made by the 319th Infantry. During this peried
numercu.s missions were fired on pillbexes by the plateen ef Battery "A", 558th Field
Artillery Battalion using direct fire metheds. The 60 rockets (4.2) mounted en each
of U4 tanks of Company "C", 702nd Tenk Battalion alse fired at pillboxes. Missioens
fired were: 20 counter=battery, 70 infantry, 4 machine guns, & mertars, 3 OP's, 5
registrations, 2 smeke, 2 preperatiens censisting of 7 missions, 43 H & I, 3 vehicles,
3 cP's, 36 TOT%s, and 3 tenks. The batteries moved te positions nertheast of Wallen~
?orf ,u(}ormaw: Battery "A" (9502843405); Bettery "B" (9534643352); Battery "(C"

95534335) « Uy
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Section I - Summary of Daily Operatiens and Actiens. (Continued) J N 2

19 Februvary = The 2nd Battalion, 319th Infantry attacked at 0830 and teek the
high ground east and nerth of Niedersgegen, Germany; alse cleaned eut the tewn of
Niedersgegen, Germeny by mid afterncon. The lst Battalion then passed threugh the
2nd Battalion and advanced te the northeast., The 905th Field Artillery Battalioen
and reinfercing units fired a preparation and alse accompanying fires in suppert of
the attacks The units reinfercing the 905th Field Artillery Battalion were: 315th
Field Artillery Battalion, and fire contrel over 4,2 rockets from Company "C", 702nd
Tank Battalion, 50 AntieAircraft Machine Gun quads from the 633rd AAA Battalion,.
Company "A", 9lst Chemical Mertar was relieved by Cempany "D", 9lst Chemical Mortar
Bettalion., There were 7 TOT's, 1 counter=basttery, 4 infantry, 1 machine gun, 1 smoke,
11 H & I's, 1 preparation of 25 concentratiens, and four registraticns fired.

20 February = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in its direct suppert
mission of the 319%h Infantry whe centinued with their advance. The 905th Field Artile
lery Battalion and reinfercing unit, 315th Field Artillery Battalion, fired a prepara=
tion en the towns of Seimerich, Kerperich, and Obersgegen in supoert of the 319th

Infentry, Cennon Cempany, 319th Infantry moved te & ferward pesitien in the vicinity
of Kewenig, Germany (9669146560). Missions fired were: 4 infantry, 1 tank, & H & I's,
1 preparation, 4 TOT's, 4 mertars. Communicatien was by wire end radie.

21 te 26 February (inclusive) = The 905th Field Artillery Battalien centinued
with its direct suppert mission ¢f the 319th Infantry, The Battalien meved te forward
pesitions in the vicinity of Kewenig, Germany: Command Pest (2614’467), Battery "A"
(9737946560) , Battery "B" (9677646797), and Battery "C" (962844675), In suppert eof
the continued attack ef the 319th Infantry, the 905th Field Artillery Battalien and
supperting units fired twe preparations, Company "™D" 9lst Chemical Mertar Battalien
designation was changed te Company "A", Olst Chemical Mortar Battalien on 22 Februery
1945+ Missions fired were: 20 infentry, 6 tenks, 11 H & I's, 3 smeke, 2 preparations,
5 registratieons, 7 TOT¥s, 1 AA Gun, 2 machine guns, 3 counter-battery, and 2 vehicles.
On 22 February, Cannon Cempany, 315th Infantry moved te the vicinity ef Lshr, Germany
(9618249925) , On 23 February Battery "A' moved te the vicinity ef Lahr, Germany
(9601350688) » On 24 February the Battalion Command Pest, Bettery "B", and Battery "C"
moved te the vicinity of Lahr, Germamy: Cemmand Pest (902504), Battery "B" (9590751019),
and Battery "C" (9619350989). On 25 February, Cannen Cempany, 319th Infantry, meved
te the vicinity of Niederrader, Germany (99025445)., The 905th Field Artillery Bet-
talien meved te the vicinity ef Niederrader, Germany: Command Pest (99155445), Bat-
tery "A" (9890153969), Battery "B" (9896554310), and Battery "C" (9877553913)», The
315th Field Artillery Battalien was relieved of reinforcing the fires of the 905th
Field Artillery Battalions Cannen Cempany, 319th Infantry meved teo the vicinity ef
Outscheid, Germany (01245605). On 26 February the entire battalien meved te the
vicinity ef Altscheid, Germany. Command Pest (035581), Battery "a" (0375458475),
Battery "B" (0422258732), Battery "C" (0402058385), =nd Cannen Cempany, 319th Infentry
(0403538816), 1In suppert of the centinued attack of the 319th Infantry, the S05th
Field Artillery Battelion fired 16 TOT's, 4 counter-battery, 19 infantry, 2 machine
guns, 1 merters, 18 H & I's, 4 preparations, 12 registrations, 4 tenks, and 3 smeke

Wissions.,
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HEADQUARTERS 9OSTHoREMUNRNTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, Uy So Army

Section I ~ Summary of Daily Operations and Actions, (Continued)

27 to 28 February (inclusive) - Situation changed from that of an attack to
that of a defemsive ones The mission of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion re-
mained that of direct support of the 319th Infantrye The 315th Field Artillery
Battalion was given the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 905th Field Artil-
lery Battalion on 28 Februarye The British 25 pound gun recently issued to the
Battalion was registered and later fired on H & I missions, There were 17 TOT s,
3 mortars, 6 H & I's and 3 registration missions fired,

Comments, Observations and Recommendations:

Kt the present time we are not able to fire the Canncn Company 105mm M3 Howitzer
with a charge greater than chapge L, limiting maximum range to 5800 yards, With
modifications to the sight mount, trail spade and a few other parts, it would be
possible to fire with charge 5 to 7600 yards, which would make it a much more satis-
factory weapon, As it is now, the Cannon Company often is out of range, due to the
impracticability of firing on charge L« Although the 105mm M3 Howitzer weighs
approximately 1750 pounds less than the 105um M2 Howitzer, and also has a much lower
silhouette, it requires just as many men to man handle the howitzer and also serivce

the howitzer, and by operation comparison, the 105mm M2 Howitzer is far superior to
that of the 105mm M3,

Major, 905th FA Bn
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& ‘; 1 March 1945
%

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy. (For the \meu.t-n/of February 1945)

~Section II: Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, ete.
TO ¢ The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.

W

1 February - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in direct support
of the 319th Infantry Regiment., The 10th and 51lst Armored Infantry Battalions
occupied the line while the 319th Infantry Regiment was in a rest area near Mersch,
Enemy artillery was light throughout the period. The heaviest concentration reported
wag ten rounds in the 10th Armored Infentry Battalion area during the morning, Mortar
rounds harassedthe szme area. The firing batteries of the 313th and 315th Field Arti-
llery Battalions were shelled during the afternoon. Small groups of enemy infentry
were observed in the vicinity of the enemy's main lice of resistance. One mortar pos-
ition wes observed and adjusted upon by a forward observer., Patrols found an alert
eneny using flare and whistle signals along the Our River and determined that numer-
ous pillboxes were not manned, An observation post reported enemy horsedrawn vehicles
and troops moving from the southwest into Obersgegen.

2 February - Patrols indicated slight activity in the vicinity of Bettel. App-
roximately thirty rounds of mortar fire fell in the infantry sector between 2200 and
2300, Three prisoners of war were taken by "C" Company, 1l0th Armored Infantry Batta-
lion, Infantry outposts attested to the effectiveness of harassing fire in Hoesdorf.
A few enemy troops were observed in the vicinity of pillboxes across the Our River,
The only indication of enemy troops moving into our sector was a report that forty
men were moving by truck across the Our River at Vianden early in the evening., Infantry
elements indicated pillboxes were lightly held with only three-quarters of them occu-
pied. A considerable increase in flare activity was noted., Several rounds of esti-
mated 150mm artillery fell in the infantry lines in early evening, At 2000, "B"
Company, 10th Armored Infantry Battalion advanced to teke Hoesdorf. One artillery
forward observer was with the company.

3 February - Hoesdorf was taken at 0520; nineteen prisoners were taken; and the
enemy lost twelve dead in the operation which took place as the 2nd Company, 915th
Regiment was relieving the 5th Company. Prisoners of war indicated that frantic
efforts were made through the use of flares to get artillery fire on our troops
but to no avail. Light mortar fire fell in Hoesdorf during the operation and con-
tinued throughout the day. Patrols operating in the vicinity of Bettel reported an
alert enmemy with flares and whistle signals in evidence along the entire fronmt,
Vehicular traffic was observed south of Obersgegen. Eight propagands missions were
fired., One prisoner reported hearing propaganda broadcasts on the previous day.
Mine fields have caused casuelties to friendly personnel, Several rounds of smoke
fell in Fuhren in the late afternoon. '

4 February - Enemy artillery was generally inasctive throughout the period.
Harassing fire was received in the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion sector in the-
afternoon, ' Some activity was observed around pillboxes. The 3rd Battalion, 319th
Infantry Reziment took over from the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion in the evening,
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(section II: Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, etec. continued)

5 February « Enemy artillery fire increased but the heaviest concentration re-
ported was twelve rounds, Six propagands missions were fired, being directed at the
915 VG Regiment, 352 VG Division. Prisoners indicated the location of infantry how-
itzers near Semerich and seven men with one non-commissioned officer in each of seven
bunkers between Gentingen and Ammeldingen. Patrols inspected the area adjacent to
the Our River for approaches to tank and personnel crossings. :

6 February - Enemy artillery fire increased throughout the period. Enemy tanks
and infantry were observed in Ammeldingen. Adjustment was made on the tanks with
good effect. The heaviest concentrations of artillery fire were received in Hoesdorf
and southeast along the Our River, A shell report team was established in a forward
position to operate during future operations. Observers were equipped with over-
printed maps and obligue aerial photos of the areas to be covered, One forward ob=-
server was with each rifle company. Final preparations were made for the assault of
the Siegfried Line near Wellendorf, TFive propaganda missions were fired on towns
across the Our River and along the river banks,.

7 February - Prior to the attack, which moved off at 0300, the artillery fired
a preparation and counter-battery. Accompanying fires were sterted at 0430 and con-
tinued until 0530 at the request of the liaison officers, The Our River was crossed
at two points by boat after attempts to build a bridge failed. The 2nd Battalion
ecrossed in the vicinity of Hoesdorf; the lst Battalion crossed sbout one thousand
yards above the junction of the Our and Sguer Rivers. By 0420, "F" Company was nearly
acrose and shortly thereafter, "C" Compeny was reported across. The swiftness of the
current hasmpered further operations., Boats were swept away and the crossing was de-
layed, Light and moderate artillery fire increased to extremely heavy concentrations
of enemy artillery fire, The lst Battalion was sble to move to a position on the
high ground west of Wallendorf, Smell arms and artillery fire were received from the
north and northeast. A counter-attack was reported in midmorning but interrogation
could not confirm it., The 2nd Battalion met with large concentrations of artillery
and automatic weapons fire., Nebelwerfer fire was received in Kleinreisdorf and Hoes-
dorf. Twenty-three prisoners were taken from the 915th VG Regiment and 1352 Artillery
Regiment. The prisoners reported that they had turned in their excess ammunition on
instructions that they were te be relieved. The relief never arrived.

g February - Enemy artillery and mortar fire was heavy throughout the period. "E"
Company attempted to move personnel across the Our River in boats but the operation was
hampered by heavy enemy artillery fire, The 3rd Battalion remained in the vicinity of
Kleinreisdorf as no bridge was constructed. A one hundred round concentration of Hebel-
werfer fire was received on the high ridge to the front of the 1lst Battalion, The air
observation post reported an enemy column of fifty men moving southeast of Niedersgegen.
An attempt in the afternoon to cross by the 3rd Battalion met with heavy machine gun
and artillery fire, Our units which had infiltrated to the crossing site withdrew,
Pillboxes on high ground above "A" Company were occupied and possibly used for artillery
obgervation posts by the enemy,

—— - 2 -
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HEADQUARTIERS @I ILLERY BATTALION

APO #80, U. S. ARMY )
#80, L\’:&{ j
(Sectien II: Intelligence Operatiens, Use ef Sectiens, etc., centinued)

%
=

& February (Centinued) - Enemy infentry ef company strength were reported dug
- .in on the hige ground abeve "A" Cempeny. Eleven priseners were reperted frem the
5tk end Oth Companies, 915th VG Regiuent and 2nd Cempany 36th VG Regiment which was
te relieve the Jl5th Regiment. One prisoner frem the 36th VG Regiment repsrted
heavy casualties in his unit while meving inte pesitien.

9 February = Lnemy artillery was active threugheut the sector., After zn une
successful attempt te cress the Qur River the 3rd Battalien returned agein te
Kleinreisderf., Priseners from the 306th VG Regiment indicated that as the tactical
situatien changed their wnit merely reinferced the 915th VG Regiment. Priseners
reperted that casuelties from our artillery fire wes heavy. "F" and "G" Cempanies
moved without eppesition te reinforce the lst Battalien. Supplies were flewn te the
lst Battelien by liaisen planes of the 80th Infentry Divisien Artillery, Priseners
reperted lecatiens of Nebelwerfer, merter and artillery centinued., Seven pillbexes
were captured by "E" Cempany and feour mere were destregyed, Priseners showed little
interest in carrying on the fight. The largest concentratien ¢f artillery was twe
hundred reunds in the tewn of Hesdorf.,

10 February = Priseners tzken during the night of 9~10 February indicated deci-
mated units; identified elements of the 5th Parachute Divisien in reserve; ond gave
artillery and Nebelwerfer locatiens. Enemy haressinz fire wes heavy threugheut the
secter, Self-prepelled 155um guns fired directly on pillbexes with excellent effect;
thirty priseners were obieined by such mesmns, Heavy traffic was reperted meving seuth
between Lahr and Huttingen. A counter-attack ef plateen strength was reperted by "G"
Companys, Artillery fired im suppert. At the end of the period the 319th Infantry
Regiment had ene hundred priseners acress the river and were awaiting tramspert facile
ities te move them te the rear.

1] February = Enemy artillery and Nebelwerfer fire centinued te harass our ine
fentry elements in the vicinity ef Hesderf and Wallenderf. The largest cencentram
tien reported was forty reunds. A reperted ceunter-attack in mid-merning ceuld net
be confirmed. Groups of thirty te fifty enemy infantry were reperted meving seuth
from Lehr, Hommerdingen, and Cruchten. Direct fire wespens eperated agesinst ferward
elements of the lst Battalien. Observatien indicated that the ememy was shifting
small greups from ene pillbex te anether, Friseners teken were frem the 352nd, 212th,
and 9th VG Divisiens and they stated that unite were receiving reinfercements frem
Tear areas.

12 February = The 3rd Battelien cressed the Our River at midnight. A few rounds
of light artillery fire horassed Wallenderf and the vicinity of Hesderf during the
SZsrning. "L" Compeny advanced threugh heavy small arms =nd artillery fire znd cepe
tured severazl pillbexes., "E" Compeny meved te assamlt pillbexes nerthesst of Ammel-
dingen. A% approximately 1200 Hesderf received a heavy cencentratien ef estimated
150mm artille fire. One hundred end thirty nine priseners were taken by infantry
elemsnts. Uaite identified were the 57th, 116th, and 915th VG Regiments.
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(Section II: Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, etc. c@ntiﬁuedr/

13 February = "K" Cempeony meved te its ebjective nertheast of Ammeldingen but
met light small arms fire and heavy ertillery fire. "I" Company meved eut later te
the same viecinity and met with little resistance, Censiderable herse~drawn and meter-
ized traffic was ebserved in the vieinity of Freilingen. One hundred and eight pris-
eners were teken in the day's operations., Locations of artillery units were secured
frem the interregstion ef the Battery Cemmander, H5th Battery and the Ferward Observer,
Lih Battery, 1352nd Artillery Regiment. Cencentrations of treeps end armered vehicles
were reported appreximately fifteen theusand meters nerth eof eur present front lines,
Enemy artillery fire was heavy and censistent throughout the peried. "K" Cempany was
counterattacked in the evening by a ferce estimated at company strength, The enemy was
repulsed.

14 February = EBnemy artillery and mertar fire centinued heavy threugheut the day.
Nebelwerfer fire was received in the early merning by elements of the 3Ird Battalien.
Activity in the vicinity ef the 3rd Battalien was reperted as a ceunterattack and was
accompanied by artillery and small arms fire. Several missions adjusted by ferward
ebservers stebilized the situatien. Another attempt by the enemy te advance frem pille
bexes te "K" Cempany pesitien southwest of Niedersgegen was beaten back by small srms
and srtillery fire., There were some reperts ef infiliratien in the forward areas.
Twelve enemy gune and bztteries were fired upen by the battalien. A ene hundred reund
cencentration was reperted en leading elements of the 3rd Battalion. MNovement of groups
ef enemy infentry was observed frem ground ebservation pests. The largest group was
one hundred men meving te the east. Pillboxes were tcken under fire by the 155mum self-
prepelled gun attached te the 905th Field Artillery Battalien. Some pillbexes required
ferty rounds befere crumpling end yielding priseners. "K" Company attempted te clean
out pillbexes nerth of its secter but were forced back by fierce resistance after take
ing ene pillbex. Znemy officers in seme ef the pillbexes fanatically urged their men
te resist., In sther pillboxes the enemy showed a definite tendency te give up the
fight. Feurteen priseners were tzken.

15 February = Enemy artillery centinued te harass eur ferward pesitions. The
haressing fire was censtant en Wallendorf during the evenihg. Our air ebservatien
pest adjusted upen seven guns snd one Nebelwerfer pesition with gecd effect. Horse=
drawn wagens were reperted passing threugh Niedersgegen during the early eveninga.

A prisener frem the 1352nd Replacement Battalion reperted that one of our ertillery
cencentrations on Huttingen en the evening of 1l-12 February reduced the number of
replacements he was taking from the rear to ferward pesitions from sixty-three teo
thirty-five. Intermittent shelling frem estimated 150mm artillery was repeorted on the
bridge site near Wallenderf.

16 February = Enemy herassing fire continued, A nmumber of deserters walked inte
infantry pesitiens with infermation that enable air observatien pests te adjust fire
effectively en three enemy gzuns. Priseners reported srtillery installatienms in the
vicinity of, Niedersgegen. There was evidence the enemy was using self-prepelled guns.
The heaviest-concentration reported was thirty rounds in Ammeldingen. Priseners stated
that spprefimately fifty enemy eccupied Niedersgegen armed with mechine guns and anti=

R S p————
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(sectien II$ Intelligence Operatiens, Use of Sections, etc. continued)

Wwas causing sn average of eight casualties per day in Niedersgegen. Predeminent
directions of enemy ertillery fire were frem the nerth and northeast, There was a
decrease in artillery fire from the previeus peried.

17 February = The 905th Field Artillery Battalion led the XII Cerps in obtain-
ing generzl =nd team shelling reperts. Priseners reported an increased number ef
minefields with boeby traps attached te the mines. Infantry patrels reperted direct
hits on enemy command pests in Niedersgegen. Enemy artillery was generally inactive.

18 Februaery = Enemy artillery cencentrations up te thirty rounds were reported em
our forwerd infentry elements. Our treops reperted receiving direct fire frem enemy
tenks. Dighty-twe priscners were taken. Priseners stated that eur cencentratiens eof
artillery were heavy =nd accurate but that our Pezit-fuzed sumunitien burst tee high
in the air., He believed that the "night air bursts" resulted frem a double~fusing
and termed it an artillery "secret weapen". "Hetzer" self-prepelled anti-tank zuns
were employed by the enemy. Our infentry elements were in centact with the 116th 2=nd
915th VG Regiments whose combined strength was estimated at seven hundred men,

1S February = Seme artillery and mertar fire was received during the daya. Upen
the appreach ¢f our infantry and tank elements a general exedus frem Niederszegen was
Boted. XII Corps ccunterbattery fired upen three lecations frem shelling reperts
turned in by persennel of the 905th Field Artillery Battalien. Censiderzble resiste

ance was encountered frem pillboxes seutheast of Niedersgegen, Prisoners were taken
frem the 208th VG Regiment.

20 Februery « Cencentrations were fired en enemy tanks with gped effect. As the
319th Infantry Regiment meved ferward in the attack, direct fire was received from the
north and northeast. Priseners token stated that Huttingen was held by sixty enemy
treeps and five tanks, Mere mertar than artillery fire was received during the attack.
A Psychelegicel Warfare broedcast secured a number of priscners in the vicinity of
Niedersgegen. Infantiry elements teek three hundred and eme priseners during the periesd.
Materiel captured in Obersgegen included four 120mm mertars, feur Tomm infantry hewi-
tzers, one 150mm hewitzer, twe 88mm guns, twe high velecity 75mm enti-tsnk guns. Prise
oners included persennel frem the 2nd Panzer Grenmadier Regiment, A prissner frem the
1095th Artillery Regiment reperted the use of Russian 128mm guns in his unit.

2l February - Enemy artillery was relatively inactive throughout the peried.

The movement ¢f elsments ¢f the 3rd Battalien inte Labr was hampered by enemy tanks,
The 905th Field Artillery Battalisn air observation pest secured direct hits on twe
Mark IV tanks. Appreximately ene hundred znd seventy-five priseners were taken by the
315th Infentry Regiment; twenty-five prisoners were taken by the 53rd Armered Infantry
Battalien which discevered three beeby-trapped pillbexes., Civilians in the tewn of
Lahr stated that retreating enemy troops advised them te remain in cellars as the tewn
Would be heavily shelled by artillery in the vicinity ¢f Sinspelt during the night.

’
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HEADQUARTERS 9CSPTH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, U. S. ARMY

(Sectien II3 Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, etc. continued)

22 February = Enemy artillery fire wes moderate though eur forward elements were
haressed throughoeut the day. A seventy~five round concentration and later a fifteen
round concentration were reperted in Geichlingen, Interdiction fire fell upen cress=-
reads in the infantry area. Activity centered abeut the mevement of the 2nd Battalien
te Obergeckler where "E" and "F" Compenies were iselated for severzl hours, Our
liaisen plane successfully drepped bazeeka ammnition te the iselated elements but re=
ceived machine gun fire south and east ¢f the town. The enemy fiercely resisted our
advance teward Niedergeckler and fighting teok place areund a road bleck west ef the
tewn. Teonks, direct fire wegpons and infantry were invelved. Priseners indicated that
despite heavy losses and disorgenizatien, some withdrawel was being accemplished. CCB
of the 4th Armored Divisien moved te assembly peints in the secter. Several mine fields
were reperted by persennel ef the 905th Field Artillery Battalien.

23 February = Enemy artillery end mertar fire centinued to herass our ferward
pesitiens. Mortar fire was received in Geichlingen througheut the night ef 22«23
February. Eight enemy tanks were reported in the vicinity of Niedersgeckler. The
a2ir ebservation pest obtained adjustment with goeod effect on two enemy tanks. Our
ferward elements in Sinspelt received mertar, small arms, and light artillery fire.

A Technical Sergeant prisener of war from the 10th Battery, 179th Field Artillery
Regiment, seven years a forward ebserver, reperted a shortage eof artillery ammunition
te the extent that only observed missions could be fired. The mobility of enemy artil-
lery was hampered by the leme of horses and the deterieration of the remaining herses.
The enemy empleyed anti-tank wsapons as srtillery threughout the present eperation.
The enemy ferward cbserver stated that eur concentratiens were demerslizing and that
eur rockets had a terrifying effect on German infemtrymen. He gave the air observa=
tien pests tetal credit fer knecking out German ertillery batteries, The 179th Artile
lery Regiment was empleyed azeinst elements of the 80th Infantry Divisien since the
battles fer Ringel =nd Geesderf in Nerthern Luxembourge Fifty priseners of war were
teken during the day. -

2% February = Persennel of the 905th Field Artillery Battalion captured twe enemy
seldiers, Sixteen enemy from the 1070 Security Battalion surrendered te the 1lst
Battalion, Vehicular movement te the east was ebserved during the peried. ZIZneny
artillery was generally inactive threugheut the peried except for a2 seventy-five round
cencentration which fell in Obersgeckler.

25 February = Seme harassing fire fell in the vicinity ef Niederrader during the
days The use of enemy selfmspropelled guns te the nerth was indicated. Considerable
progress was made in the ferward movement of armered elementis,

26 February = Enemy artillery was generally inactive during the peried. Several
concentratiens ef light artillery fell between Zchterhausen and Hemm znd a few scat=
tered rounds fell in the vicinity ef the bridge site at Homm, ZElements of the lst
Battelion received small arms fire from acress the Prum River., Twenty-five prisoners
were taken ﬁyxing the peried including feur Russians impressed inte the German Army.
The prisene®s rsported the lecation of 2 howitzer battery. An infiltration of enemy
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HEALDQUARTERS 90 F)
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(Sectien II: Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, etc, centinued)

ARTILLERY BATTALION é

27 February = Enemy artillery activity wes slight during the day. A few rounds
fell upoen the ferward elemeats ef the lst Battelien and fifteen reunds estimated 7Hum
artillery fell in the vicinity ef Phillipsweiler. Priseners indicated that eour infantry
faced elements of the 695th VG Regiment which cempany strengths varied frem thirty te
eighty men, Morale was reperted as fair; supply normal. Supply data gave 60 reunds
per rifle and 1200 rounds per light machine gun, Seven enemy deserted from the 15th
Fortress Anti-Tank Battalien. A retreat was indicated and priseners were teld te de-
8trey howitzers in their pessessien., Six priseners were taken by Heesdquarters Battery
905th Field Artillery Battalion.

28 February = An infaniry patrel which attempted te cress the Prum River teo de=
strey enemy materiel, failed in its missien. ZElements of the lst Battalien received
small arms end mertar fire during the day. Enemy artillery fire again fell during the
vicinity ef Phillipsweiller. Advances were reported by the 317th and 318th Infantry
Regiments and the Uth Armored Divisien. Numerous enemy beeklets, letters, =nd decu~
ments were turned ever te the 80th Infantry Divieien CIC fer investigatien and analysis,

The end of the peried found the 319th Combat Team faced with diserganized enemy
units ameng which had been identified the 695th, 915th and 212th VG Regiments. Enemy
artillery materiel had been captured in censiderable quantity; artillery activity was
negligible during the eccupatien of pesitiens near Altscheid. Priseners reperted a
complete deterieration of morale and erders te withdraw te the east destreying the
materiel that could noet be withdrawn., Enemy capebilities were estimated te be small
counterattacks with a limited number e¢f tanks. :

Conments and QObservations:

Censiderable information was secured en the initial eperatiens against the
Siegfried Line northwest of Wallenderf by special reperts of feorward ebservers of the
905th Field Artillery Battalien, Disgrams of captured pillbexes and adjacent areas
were forwarded te higher headquarters, Maps teken in pillbexes were passed en threugh
regular channels, When the observers arrived at the pillboxes the cemmunicatien systems
in many were intact. Informatien was secured by listening te the enemy cenversatien.
Frem installatiens within the pillbexes it sppesred that the communications systems
vere elsberate and well pretected., Ne radies ner radie equipment were found in or near
the pillboxes.

The construction of the pillbexes differed considerably. The thickness of the
concrete varied frem four te six feet with reofs up te eight feet in thickness. Roous
were equipped with triple-decked bunks. Cameuflage nets were stretched ever & number
of the pillbexes, Machine gun emplacemente were situated on commanding greund near the
Pillboxes,
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HEADQUARTERS 905TH FIELD ATPNLLERY BATTALION
APO #80, U, S. ABMY

(Sectien II: Intelligence Operatiens, Use of Sections, etc., continued)
Couments and Observations: (Centinued)

l. During the peried the mzp situatien impreved, Maps were generally availe
egble in all scales needed for tactical =nd recemnaissence units. Maps with
ever-printed concentratien numbers were especially useful during operatiens,

2» Uap templates were difficult te obtein. Requisitions were net filled
within a reasenable time. As the msp template code enables accurate desige
natien of friendly unite, reperting eof such infermatien is hampered where
map templates are net available,

3» The supply ef aerial phetes impreved and each ferwsrd ebserver was SUp=
plied with several phetes during the initial eperations against the Siegfried
Line,

4. 4 flexible map cever should be an item of issue. Our battalion has sup=

plied ferward ebservers znd liaisen efficers with pewder bags fer use as mep
covers, As the pewder bags have te be obtained from medium field artillery
battzliens, the demand often exceeds the supply

5« Radie moésages must be mere effectively menitered and the use of radie
cedes stressed, Records ef monitering should be kept and training schedules
sheuld incerperate imstructien in the use of 2ll types of applicable radie
codes .

6s Orientatien of all persennel should include the previsus histery of the
German natien and discussiens ef preblems arising frem military eccupatien,

Sdnc LA

ELDRED M, SWINGEN
Ceptain, 905th FA Bn
g8=2
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SUPPLY OFFICE D
. +6th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO 80, United States Army

1 March 1945

- SUBJECT: Report After Action |

Section III Logistic Problems

TO : The Adjutent General
Washington, DeCe

l. In accordence with Paragraph 10,§AR.'45—105, as amended by
Chenge 3, the following report is submitted for the calender month of
February 1945:

ae Class I Supplies: No problems.
b. Class II Supplies:

(1) Clothing end Equipment:
quip
5\
(a) Jacket, field 0D, M1943 - size 34R not available.

(b) Shoe, service or boot, service, combat - EE widths
not available.

(o) Tire, size 600 x 16 - replacement veryvslow.
(2) Expendable Supplies:

(a) Brush, bowl senitary, l5-inch - not available.

gR WEES
(b) Battery, BA-40 - only 30 ea.’of this battery has been
availeble to This orgemnizetion. This is an insufficient number to meet
operating needs for radio set SCR-609.

(c) Stem, flame valve and other parts for converted type
range, field MIO37 - parts extremely difficult to obtain. It is often

necessary to exchange entire fire unit when only one part is in need of
replacement.

(d) Pateh, tube, self vulcemizing - 21l sizes not available
in sufficient guantities.

¢e Class III Supplies: No problems.
c¢. Class IV Supplies: None authoriged.
e. Class V Supplies:

Distance to nearest ASP as this orgenization moved forward this
month became up to 65 miles, necessitating a round trip of 130 miles.
This extreme distance over some very poor roads with heavy traffic has
slowed ammmition resupply to & point where it could become dangerously
slow.
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This has been alleviated to a large extent at the end of the month
by moving a limited ASP up considerably closer. This action should have
been taken at en earlier date.

2e Medicel Supply and Lvacue

The evacuation of casualtie ement of ledical supplies
by the Medical Detachment, 905th FA. «s were accomplished without difficulty.
Casualties were evacuated within a half hour, or less after their arrival
at the Aid Station; and Medical supplies were received less than twenty-
four ( 24) hours after the submission of the reguisition.

Considerable difficulties were encountered in tresnsporting the

equipment and supplies from one bivousc aree to enother due to the limited
space in the wvehicles. .

’

3. Comments, Observations, Recommendations:

Recommend that limited ASP's be moved to within range of 25 miles
(one way) of light artillery battalions, in every case when and as soon

/‘, : Z:

CAPT., FA
S-4

. & 88 e
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HEADQUARTERS 90; ILLERY BATTALION

A.PO #80, Un S . A.RMY
1 March 1945
SUBJECT: Repoert After Actien Against Enemy
Sectien IV, Persennel and Allied Administretien fer Menth eof
February 1945,

T0 ¢+ The Adjutant General, Washingten, D. C.

1, In accerdence with parsgraph 10, AR 345105 es smended by Chenge 3, the
fellewing repert is submitted fer calendar menth of February 19U5:

TABLE NUMBER 1.

BATTILE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Figures teken from Batile Casualty Reports up te and
(Seurce of Inifermatien)

including 28 Feb 45 fer peried 1 Feb U5 te 28 Feb 45.
Date

(Dates)

DATE KIh DOV WIA Lla KIA TOT AL RTD's
4 Feb | : : 1
© Feb 1 1
7 Feb 1 1

10 Feb 1 1

19 Fed 1l 1

22 Feb 2 2

23 Feb : 3 1

25 Feb | 1

TOTAL 0 0 6 1 0 7 2

TABLE NUMBER 2.

PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED

DATE

24 Febd
27 Feb

o
e
0

ml mm|
’

. TOTAL
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By ED NARA Date 4-23-(

DECLASSIFIED

57




TABLE NUMBER 3.

REPLACEMENTS RECEIVED
(Including Hespital Returnees)

DATE

4 Feb
1l Febd
13 Febd
14 Febd
2l Feb
23 Feb
25 Febdb
28 Feb

é
-

, WOV DU I

TABLE NUMBER 4, (g:
%
AWARDS ﬁm DECORATIONS

Decerations awarded frem 1 Feb U5 te 28 Feb U5, inclusive.
(Date) !Dates
No.
28 Brenze Star Medal
3 Osak-Leaf Cluster e Air Medal

2 Air Medal

1l Purple Heart.
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2+ Graves Registratiens = Nene.

3. Battlefield Appointments -~ Nene,

as Direct appeintment under the previsiens of Circular 10, ETOUSA, 19u5:

Staff Sergeent Edwerd S. Lann, premeted te Secend Lieutenant en

27 Februery 19u5,

Staff Sergeant Charles E. Chresniak, premeted te Secend Lieutenant en

24 February 1945,

4, Special Service =~ At every epvertunity the Special Service Officer arranged

mevies fer the mens

5a Cemments, ebservations and recommendations:

All sdministrative and persennel werk e¢f the Battalien was sstisfacterily
accemplished by the Persennel Section in the Division Rear Echelen. All
enlisted men and efficers were paid for the moenth of February 1945 en

28 February 1945.
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WILLIAM M. GOSHAN

&5 Major, 905tk FA By
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