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HEADQU, RS 9O5TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALTON
APO # 8v, cfo POSTMASTER,NEW YORK,N.Y.

1 January 1945

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy
TO The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.

"

Prop

1. Transmitted herewith is completed After Action Report, in four <
sections, for the month of December 1944, for this battalion, in accordance '
with paragraph 10, AR 345 ~ 105, as amended by Change 3, and Memo # 6l 5
Headquarters, 80th Infantry Division, dated 24 August 1944,

2. Unit and Staff Journals, together with their supporting documents,
are attached.
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HEADQUARTERS 905TE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
AP® #80, C/0 POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

et January 1945

SUBJECT: Repert After Actien Against Enemy.

Sectien I - Summary ef Daily @peratiens and Actien fer the Menth ef
December 1944,

Té ¢ The Adjutant General, Washingten, D.C.

December 1 te 2 (inclusive) = The 905th Field Artillery Battalien centinued in .
its direct suppert missien ef the 319th Infantry, with the Battalien Cemmand Pest
lecated in the tewn of Seingbeuse, France. The 512th Field Artillery Battalien re-
inferced the fires of the 905th Field Artillery Battalien. The 319th Infentry wes
in a defensive pesitien, defending the nerthern secter eof the XII Cerps. Cemmnica-
tien between higher and lewer echelens, Ferward @bservers, etc., was by wire and
radie. Humereus fire missiens were fired en enemy treeops and vehicles; alse inter-
dictien and harassing missiens. These fires were thickened and seme were taken over
by the 5l2th Field Artillery Battalien, reinfercing the Battalien.

December 3 -~ The 905th Field Artillery Battalien, still with the same missien
end supperting unit, teek wp a pesitien in the vicinity ef Macheren, France. This
pesition was eccupied by 1400 heurs. Registratien en twe (2) peints was cempleted

by 1530 heurs. These registratiens were accemplished by greund ebservatien as air \OJ:C
ebservatien was impessible. a

December 4 to 5 (inclusive) - The 905th Field Artillery Battalien Cemmsnd Pest e
remained in the same lecatien, near liacheren, France., Its mission continued te be
that of direct suppert of the 319th Infantry. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien, 9
aleng with Divisien Artillery, fired a 15 minute preparation fer the 318th Infantry,
prier te the jump eff ef their attack. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien had a )‘
Lisisen 0fficer with the 2nd Cavalry Greup and the Artillery Battelien fired numer- &
ous missiens fer the Greup threugheut the day and night. On 5 December 194k the J\

5leth Field Artillery Bettalien was relieved of its missien ef reinfercing the fires\/
of the 905th Field Artillery Battalien, ' I

December 6 te 7 (inclusive) — The 905th Field Artillery Battalien meved te the -,
vicinity ef Batting Les St. Aveld, France, with the Cemmend Pest in the tewn. The
905th Field Artillery Battelien supperted the oeutpest line ef the 319th Infantry i
and, as a secendary missien, supperted the 2nd Cavalry Greup . J

December & te 17 (inclusive) -~ The Commend Pest of the 905th Field Artillery
Battalien was lecated in lMerlebach, France and the missien was direct suppert ef the
319th Infantry, en a defensive pesitien, eutpesting the tewn of Merlebach, France.
The communicetiens were by wire and radie. Battery Observatien Pests were estsab-
lished and surveyed in. The 319th Cannen Cempany was efficially turned ever te the
905th Field Artillery Battzlien, by Divisien erder, as "DV Battery, en 11 December
1944, The 905th Field Artillery Battalien was given the missien of reinfercing the

' fires of the 183rd Field Artillery Greup on December 10. Numereus missions were
fired fer them as Time On Target fires. On December 17, the S05th Field Artillery
Battalien was relieved of its missien of reinfercing the fires of the 183rd Field
Artillery Creup. During this peried, twe (2) ene-heur instructien perieds per day,

“ DECLASSIFIED ‘
1259/

Authority NND 73 501L...~
NARA Date 4-23°(0 2o g
By ED NA Ao - SBPE S




/ - P g

December 18 ~ The 905th Field Artillery Battalien moved as part ef the Tth
serial of the Divisien meter march frem Merlebach, France, te a farm, (Rembacherheff),
east of Singling, France. The battalien left Merlebach at 0915, was delayed enreute
55 minutes befere cressing the Initial Peint by celumn preceding the battalien, and
clesed at Bembacherheff Farm at 1330 heurs. Recennaissance was immediately started
for battle pesitien, nertheast of Bettviller, France. The battalien teek up pesi-
tiens in the vicinity ef Bembacherheff Farm with a missien ef reinfercing the fires
of the 315th Field Artillery Battalien. Wire and radie cemmunicatiens were used.

December 19 ~ The 905th Field Artillery Battalien received several changes eof
erders during the early merning heurs. The eutceme eof which, put them in direct
suppert of the 2nd Battalien, 319th Infantry. Te better accemplish the direct
suppert missien, ene Battery ("A") was meved ferward. The 905th Field Artillery
Battalien had the 276th Field Artillery Battalien reéinferéing its fires. The 31Sth
Infentry was relieved ef its missien en the line and the 319th Cembat Team pre-
pered fer a meter march which started after the heurs ef darkness. The 905th Field
Artillery Battalien was still enreute at 200600.

December 20 -« The celumn being held up at varieus times during the night, the
905th Field Artillery Battalien did net reach ESCH-SUR A, Luxembeurg, until 200845,
where the celumn was halted because of a traffic tie-up. At 1000 heurs, the
Battalien Commender received instructiens frem the Divisien Artillery Assistant S-32
and preceeded te assigned area, making recennasissance of same for eccupation ef
pesitien. Because of heavy traffic, the battalien did net arrive in the pesitien
until 1545 heurs. The Battalien Cemmend Pest wae lecated in the town ef Lintgen,
with the Batteries appreximately 1000 meters nertheast of tewn, taking up a defen-
sive situatien, as prescribed by higher headquarters. The battalien clesed in its
area at 1&15.

December 21 te 22 (inclusive) - The 905th Field Artillery Battalien received
& mission of direct suppert ef the 319th Infantry. Pesitiens were recenneitered
and befere ebtaining erders te eccupy these pesitiens, the orders were rescinded
and the battalien remained in its pesition in Lintgen. By 1200 heurs the erders
were again chenged, te a direct suppert missien, supperting the 319th Infantry.
The battalien meved te lecatiens in the vicinity of Hellenfels, with the Command
Post lecated in the Chateam Ruinea. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien fires were
reinferced by the 315th Field Artillery Battelien. Wire and redie cemmunicatiens
were used.
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December 23 - The 905th Field Artillery Battslien, being in pesitien, fired
numerous missions and registered en a check-peint as seen as a plene was made
available from the 315th Field Artillery Battalien. Prepared defensive fires fer
the night pesitien of the Infantry. During the night, eight (8) herassing missiens
were fired te cever up avenues ef sppreach by the enemy. Several missiens were
fired early in the merning en treeops and vehicles assembling fer ceunter-attack.
Later, a counter-attack was in precess in verieus secters of eur frent. Censider-
eble ammunition was expended in bresking up the counter-attack and, altheugh the
Infantry was forced te give ground during the ceunter-attack, it regained the lest
ground by 1200 heurs. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien remained in its pesitien
in the vicinity ef @berfeulen. The ceunter-asttack teek place in the vicinity ef
Heiderscheid. The fellewing cencentratiens were fired: 13 Infentry, 2 machine guns,
12 tenks, 1 direct fire wespen, 1 cenvey, 1 counter-attack.

December 24 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalien remained in pesitien in the
vicinity of Oberfeulen and centinued in its missien eof direct suppert ef the 319th
Infantry. After the ceunter-zttack had been repulsed early in the merning, numer-
ous missiens were fired en enemy stragglers and mechanized equipment. These fires
were reinferced by the 315th Field Artillery Battalien. Fired & cencentratiens en
infantry, 1 machine guns and 9 harassing. :

December 25 - The 905th Field Artillery Battalien centinued te suppert the
319th Infantry. A recennaissance was made for new pesitiens in the vicinity ef
len Zahnen, seutheast of Heiderscheid. Pesitions were eccupied after darkness.
At appreximately 2330 heurs, there was a smell counter-attack. A nermal barrage
and several cencentratiens were fired and the ceunter-attack was repulsed. Immed-
iately after daybresk, numereus tergets sppeared and with the reinfercing fire ef
the 315th Field Artillery Battalien, these targets were destroyed. At daylight,
Cannen Cempany, 319th Infantry, knewn as "D" Battery, alse fired a shert barrage
en enemy treeps. TFired 2 cencentratiens en artillery, 4 on infantry, 1 en tanks,
2 on vehicles, 1 on Observation Pest, 1 on counter-attack, 2 nermal barrages and
9 harassing.

December 26 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalien centinued te suppert the
319th Infantry. The lst Battalien, 319th Infantry, relieved the 2nd Battalien,
319th Infantry, at 1800 heurs. The lst Battalien, 319th Infantry, received a
small ceunter-attack et 1100 heurs. Twe barrages were fired and the attack was
repulsed. Censiderzble difficulty is being experienced by @bservers in meking
adjustments en targets. It is believed that the terrain is the predeminant facter
in successfully cempleting ebserved missions. Fired cencentratiens en: 1 ceunter-
battery, 18 infantry, 3 tenks, 12 harassing, 6 preperatiens, 2 emergency barrages,
4 nermel barrages.
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December 27 - After the ceunter-sttack e¢f the merning was stepped, the situat-
ion was stabilized until 1445 heurs when the lst Battalien, 319th Infantry, was
counter-attacked by an enemy ferce, of at least battalien strength, frem the east
and seutheast. Barrages were fired and repeated several times. Cencentratiens,
beth battalien and battery, called fer, stopping the enemy with reperted heavy lesses
(reperts frem eur Infantry and priseners ef war). By 1540 hours, the situatien was
under centrel. An enemy battery was ebserved and adjusted en by eur Air Observatien
Pest, but darkness preventéd ebservatien eof results. The 905th Field Artillery
Battalien centinued en its direct suppert missien and was reinferced by fires ef the
315th Field Artillery Battelien. Cemmunicatien was by beth telephene and radie.
Fired 3 counter battery, & infantry, 1 vehicles, 13 harassing and 2 nermal barrages.

December 28 - The 905th Field Artillery Battalien centinued in direct suppert
of the 319th Infantiry, reinferced by the 315th Field Artillery Battalien. Defensive
pesitions were impreved. W"Able" Battery was displaced te a pesitisen te the rear eof
the 905th Cemmand Pest, se as te better suppert the Main Line ef Resistance. The
lst Battalien, 319th Infantry, was ceunter-attacked at 1430 heurs. The attackers
came frem the east. They were successfully repulsed and 30 priseners were taken.
Enemy artillery fire was heavy en ferward elements. Telephone and radie cemmunicat-
iens were beth used., Fired 1 counter-battery, 4 infantry, 3 vehicles, 1l harassing
missiens. Alse, 5 normal barrages.

December 29 = The 905th Field Artillery Battalien teek up a defensive situatien
aleng with the Infantry and fired seme ebserved targets on enemy treops. Service
Battery received considerable shelling and strafing in their area. The battalien
remained in the same pesition it has been in fer several days. The 319th Infantry
were attacked frem the woeds te their east and nerth at sbeut 300415. The 905th
Field Artillery Battalien, plus "D" Battery, were called en te fire several ceunter
preparatiens, nermal and emergency, and defensive cencentratiens. Numereus repeats
oen these fires were called for and were fired. The ceunter-attack was repulsed at
abeut 300530 and the 319th Infantry pushed ferward te clean eut remaining enemy.

The push ferward was preceded by artillery cencentratiens. The 315th Field Artillery
Battalien and Divisien Artillery reinferced the fires eof the 905th Field Artillery
Battalien.

The Pezit fumes have been used for interdictien missiens enly, being fired at
night. ©f the 42 reunds fired, we have only observed twe early bursts - these app-
ed te be in the cleuds., The effect was unknown as it was unebserved. We are, hew=-
ever, having seme difficulty in remeving the 48 fuzes frem cavitized shells.

Fired: 5 time en target, 1 ceunter-battery, 23 infantry, 2 maching gun, 2 mertars,
4 vehicles, 1 cemmend pest, 1 emergency, 1 counter-preparatien and 2 nermal barrages.

December 30 - The 905th Field Artillery Battslien centinued in direct suppert

of the 319th Infentry in a defensive situation. Fired 6 time en targets, 2 ceunter-
battery, 6 infantry, 1 mertar, 1 tenks, 1 vehicles and 1% herassing missiens.
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December 31 - The 905th Field Artillery Battalien Headquarters Command Pest
leocated at Men Zahnen (752-U29 Wiltz 122 1/50,000) supperted by the reinfercing
fires of the 315th Field Artillery Battalion. Beth wire and radie cemmunicatiens
were used te reach Observatien Pests, Ferward Observers, and ether headquarters.

The missien ef the 905th Field Artillery Battalien is direct suppert ef the 319th
Infantry. The 905th Field Artillery Battalien, being in direct suppert of the 319th
Infentry, fired enly a few ebserved missiens threughout the dey because of peer
ebservation due te the weather; alse fired numereus interdictien and herassing
missiens, aleng with Time en Targets en enemy installatiens. The 315th Field Art-
illery Battalien assisted in reinfercing the 905th Field Artillery Battalien fires

by adding additienal fire te enemy installations. Fired % time on target, 2 counter-
battery, 11 infantry, 2 mertars and 12 harassing missions.

Comments, ebservatiens and recemmendatiens:

1. By cenversatien with forward observers, it has been feund that the Map
Template, M2, is impractical fer ferward ebservers. Censtruction tee
light - tee large te carry. A better size weuld be 6" X &',

2. In eur estimatien, Range Deflectien Fans, new being issued, are of in-
ferier quality as they are net graduated accurately. (Results in errors
in reading)

3+ TFrem our observatiens in the field, the 105 howitzer with the present

. ammunitien has censiderable dispersien. It is believed the situatien
could be remedied by sealing the prepelling charge at the time of manu-
facture, and breaking the seal just befere firing.

Impreper ebturatien has eccurred eccasienally, This is prebably due te reused
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HEADQUARTERS §O5TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO #80, C/0 POSTMASTER, NEW YORK, N. Y.

1 January 1945

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy.
Section II - Intelligence Operations, Use of Sections, etc., for month
of December 19uli,
70 : The Adjutent General, Washington D.C.

December 1 - The 905th Field Artillery Battalion continued in its direct sup-
port migsion with the 319th Infantry., Standerd operating procedure of one liaison
officer per infantry battalion and one forwerd observer per line company was in
effect. Air OP's continued unchanged. Three organic ground OP's were established
and operated on a twenty-four hour basis. Enemy artillery fire was comparatively
light in the regimental sector, being mostly harassing and interdiction fire,

December 2 - A slight increase in enemy artillery was noted. The infaniry
moved to a position below the towns of Freyuwing and Merlebach; those towns being
held by small groups of enemy. Flying bomb passed over CP during the afternoon.

December 3 - A forward observer - liaison officer was sent to the 2nd Cavalry
Group operating on the regimentel flank. ZEnemy artillery fire continued to haress
infantry instsllations.

December 5 - Artillery support assisted infentry in clearing enemy from Freyming
and Merlebach., Slight resistance reported by the infentry. Eunemy using heavy art-
illery for interdiction and harassing missions, Time bombs exploded in St. Avold,
in viecinity of Service Battery, 905th Field Artillery Battalion.

December & - 319th Combat Team settled in Merlebach for a modified rest period.
One company maintained outposts., A liaison officer and one forward observer were
with infentry outpost elements. Organic OP's were esteblished. The 905th Field
Artillery Battalion leads XII Corps Artillery in the number of team shell reports
submitted.

December 9-17 -~ Enemy artillery continued interdiction and harassing missions
in viecinity of Merlebsch. Cavalry units maintained contact with enemy to the north
east, between Merlebach and Forbach. ZEnemy artillery locations were observed by
liaison plene and teken under fire,

December 18 - The Battalion moved to vieinity of Singling, France, to take up .
support of 319th Infantry.

December 19-20 - The Battalion moved to vicinity of Lintgen, Luxembourg and
went into general support. '

»
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December 22 = The 905th Field Artillery Bagttelion was in direct support of
319th Infantry in operations agsinst the enemy in the vicinity of Merzig. ZEnemy
artillery on the road, in vicinity of Merzig, was taken under fire with devastating
affect. A supply train on the same road was also destroyed by artillery fire.
Infantry reported in contact with elements of the 352 VG Division.

December 23 - Tanks attacks were repulsed with losses to the enemy by infantry
and artillery fire. Small arms and mortar fire increased., Alr battles in regimen-
tel sector provided a dramatic touch., Infantry moved to positiong Heiderscheid,
Tadler and Ringel after facing congiderable opposition. Infantry counter—attacke
along front were broken up by artillery concentrations. There was some elasticity
in the front but infantry regslned lost ground. Infantry may have been in contact
with elements. of Gross Deutchland Division. Nebelwerfer fire was received in the
regimental. area.

December 24 - The enemy, with tenks, counter-atiacked in the morning but was
repulsed., Artillery and mortar fire on front liues increased. Enemy air activity
increasing., Infentry was irn contact with elements of 79 VG Divigion. Nebelwerfer
fire received in sector,

December 25 -~ The enemy counter-attacked sbout midnight but was repulsed.
Considereble artillery and mortar fire received., 317th Infantry on our right
flank wes held up by enemy artillery throughout the dey. Battery OP's were
establighed,

December 26 - Enemy vehicular movement was noted to be increasing. A column
of 35 vehicles was fired upon with good effect. ZEnemy agrtillery fire countinves to
harass forward elements. Enemy infantry in white camouflsge suits were observed
from orgsnic OP's. :

.. zDecember 27 - 3rd Battalion, 319th Infantry received heavy mortar fire during
the mornings hours. The enemy counter-attacked in the morning with a smgll force
which was repulsed. During the afternoon, the let Battalion, 319th Infantry was
counter-attacked by a force of at least battalion strength. Heavy losses were
susteined by the enemy and the situation was under control one hour after the
shooting began. An estimated 500 rounds of enemy artillery fell on the lst Bat~-
talion sector during the day. At dusk, our Air OP observed and adjusted upon an
enemy battery, with direct hits being observed. ILiaison was made with the 14th
Tield Observation Battalion and utilization was made of their sound and flash
base, operating in the vicinity of Heiderscheid., Nebelwerfer fire received in
Heiderscheid,

December 28 - The lst Battalion, 319th Infantry wae again counter-atiacked
by a substantial force but the enemy was repulsed by infantry-artillery fire,
Thirty PW's were taken., PW information shows devastating effect of artillery fire.
Units are decimated daily and enemy shows incressing inclination to surrender.
Entire gector 319th Infantry received artillery fire. PW's claim their commanders
ordered ground to be tsken at gll costs

| ﬁ
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December 29 -« Artillery fire caught enemy infantry in assembly area and
counter-attack that was snticipated never occurred. ZEnemy shelled rear instal-
latione. Divigion Artillery eir strip was under fire during entire day, with six
liaison plenes reported damaged. 905th Air OP's continued to function and enemy
guns were observed gnd adjusted upon. Vehicular activity was observed in the
vicinity of Goesdorf. PW's report devastating effect of artillery fire.

December 30 - Enemy counter-attacked in 2nd Battalion sector but was repulsed
after artillery barrages had decimated attacking units, Infiltration of enemy in-
fantry necessitated the placing of fires extremely close to our forward elements.
Artillery observation and adjustment was excellent., ZEnemy planes were over area in
afternoon and evening. A P47 dropped a bomb near Service Battery installations in
Oberfeulen. The plane was not fired upon by our personnel., A five gun battery was
obgerved and adjusted upcn by Air OP. Direct hits were observed upon 3 of the guns.
Enemy artillery continues interdiction and harassing fires. The heaviest concentra-
tion reported was in Heiderscheid, where forty rounds fell in five minutes,

December 31 - There was evidence that the enemy withdrew to positions farther
to the east. TFox holes occupied yesterday were found empty. A four gun enemy
battery was observed gnd adjusted upon by Air OP. The effect was excellent - massed
fires of supporting battalions completely covered the target. There was consider-
able vehicular activity to the northeast., A group of seven tanks was picked up and
fired upon south of Consthum. ZEnemy artillery fire continued throughout the day
with Nebelwerfer fire reported north of Heiderscheid in the early evening. Our
infantry determined the outpost line and MLR of the enemy east of Ringel. Some
eneny air activity over regimental sector was reported.

The enemy situation at the end of the period showed an aggressive enemy who
hed used tanks and sutomatic weagpons in successive counter-attacks. Though he
guffered heavy losses from artillery and infantry fire, the enemy made repeated
attempts to gein the high ground in the vicinity of Ringel. At the end of the month
the use of tanks by the enemy lessened in this sector, Enemy artillery was diffi-
cult to locate, Excellent results were secured on enemy guns and batteries spotted
by Air OP's. Coordinstion with the 1llith Field Observation Battalion aided in deter-
mining movement of enemy elements. There was a reported build-up of enemy artillery
porth of Ringel, across the Sure River. ZInemy artillery fire was the heaviest since
entering the combat zone. PW's report counter-gttacks supported by massed artillery
are imminent, :

During the month, nine PW's were taken by the 905th Field Artillery Battalion
and suspicious civilians were turned over to the CIC for screening. Many Soldbuchs,
maps, "log books" and miscellaneous documents were passed on to higher headgquarters.

Comments and Recommendations:

1. The T/0 on lisison officers and forward observers is adequate, assuming that

replecements are readily available. Without replacements, & light Field Artillery
battalion cannot give the infantry the necessary sustained obgerver support.
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Comments and Recommendations: (Cont'd)

2, More lisison and forward observer sectione should be trgined within the
battalion and battery., While officers can be obtained, it is often difficult to
replace the crews,

3. Observers should not be with line companies for & period of more than three
guccessive days. Situation will dictate relief but, "law of diminighing returns"
applies after the third day.

4, The present "600" geries radios need improvement to adapt them to all-purpose
use by Field Artillery units, When radios must be carried, & forwasrd observer team
has difficulty in keeping up with fast moving infantry elements.

5., Intelligence information accompanying fire missions and results is inadequate.
A few descriptive words would serve to esteblish the validity of a fire mission gnd
solve problems arising in CP-Fire Direction Center.

6. Identification of enemy planes, tanks and vehicles requires constent study.
Only by this means, will many "wild-eyed" guesses be eliminated. ZExperience shows
thet even the mogt elementary designs confuse goldiers who have not been trained be-
yond book recognition.

7. Liaison sections tend to act independently of one another, Much informetion
and coordination could be secured by coopergtive effort., There should be no 'scooping'
by lialson sectiouns.

8. Intelligence from PW's, concerning artillery, should be secured by 5-2's

working with IPW teams. 8=2's should essist IPW teams on the spot or submit quesiions
- adapted to changing situations.
9., More propagaends shells should be gvaileble to Field Artillery units to fire
- upon recommendation of infaniry commenders, The delivery of shells by units operat-
ing from rear echelon and removeid from the local situation tends to reduce the props~
gands, value,

10. Prompt reporting of enemy shelling must be secured and reported to battslion
CP's in intelligent form., Survey sections do not have sufficient persomnnel to get
"shellrep" coverage; they must be supplemented by each officer and man in the
battalion. ‘

11, Semi-weekly orientation, by battery or battelion, of gll officers and men
should be required on the basis of maintaining security and interest.

tdredim m
ELDRED M., SWINGEN
lst Lt, 905th FA Bn
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2, Graves Registrations -~ Hone.
3, Battlefield Appointments - None,

Lo Special Service - At every opportum:by the Special Service Officer
arranged movies for the men,

i
b

5, Comments, observations, and recommendations,

All administrative and personnel work of the Battalion was satisfactorily
accomplished by the Personnel Section in the Division Rear Echelon. All enlis-
ted men and officers were paid for the month of December 1944 on 31 December 194k,

This Battalion has not been receiving the mmber and type of replacements that
have been requistioned. At present the Battalion is short 8 officers and 13 en-
listed men. A requisition has been submitted some time ago to fill the vacancies
but no officers or enlisted men have been received to date. If losses and cas-
ualties continue without replacements, the Battalion wﬂl eventually be depleted
of officers and enlisted men to such an extent that it not be able to func-
tion properly.

WILLIAM M. GOSJ :
Maj 905th F.A. s
Elmc and S"lo
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1905th FIELD ARFYILLERY BATTALION A
APO 80, United States Army

) 1 Jenuary 1945

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy
Section III Logistics, Supply Procedure, Problems

T0 The Adjutant General

Washington, De.Cs

il

1. In sccordsnce with Paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as amended by
Chenge 3, the following report is submitted for the calender month of
December, 1944:

ae« Class I Supplies: No problems.
b. Class II Supplies:
(1) Clothing end equiptment:
Replacement of following items have not been available.

jacket, field, sizes 34 & 36-R (Mot aveilable since 1 October
1944, though during December some coat, wool serge 0D have
been issued in lieu thereof. This is hardly a satisfactory
substitute garment.)

reincoat, dismounted, sizes medium and largee.

(2) Orgenizationel equiptment:

(.a) Replacemsnt of motor vehicles continues to be slow.
Best time has been from four days to one weeke.

(b) Shortages of tires and tubes continues to be acutee
c. Class III Supplies: No problemss
d. Class IV Supplies: None authorized.
ee. Class V Supplies:

(1) During early days of Luxembourg campaign, long distence from
guns to Ammunition Supply Points, often 50 miles or more, has ceused a
considerable time lag in resupply of smmumition which is dangerous during
periods of heavy firing activity.

(2) Failure of Division Ammunition Officer to have late and re-
lisble information as to emmunition stockages available to organization
emmunition train commander has often necessitated ammunition train travelling
from one Ammunition Supply Point to another until a full load has been accumulated.
This results in ineffective plenning for ammunition resupply, long delays
end considerable unnecessary drivinge.
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2. Medical Supply and Evacuation.

a. The evacustion of casualties and the procurement of HMedical supplies
by the liedical Detachment, 905th BA. BEn., were accomplished without difficultye
Casualties were evacuated within en half hour, or less, after their arrival
et the Aid Station. Medicel supplies were received within less than twenty-
four (24) hours after the submission of the requisition.

b. Considerable difficulties were encountered in transporting Q/E
equipment and supplies from ome bivouasc area to another due to extreme limitations
of space in vehicles.

3. Comments, Observations, Recommendations:

a. Most eontinual complaint is the limitation of transportation
faeilities, especially acute in the Headquarters Battery, Medical Detachment,
end Service Battery. Now thet the Field Artillery Battalion has absorbed
the combat team Gennon Compeny, the Service Battery is servicing 124
additional men, 6 additional howitzers, and 18 additionsl vehicles with no
increase in trensportation.

b. Recommend that Division Ammunition Office take such steps as are
possible to meke available late and relisble information as to quentities

of smmunition on hend in various ASP's.

Captein, FAs
Supply Officer
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HEADQUARTERS 905TH FIEID ARTIILERY BATTALION
APO #80, U, S. Army

1 January 1945

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy
Section IV, Personnel and Allied Administration for lionth of
Decenber 1944.

TO :: The Adjutant General, Washington, D, C.
1. In accordance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105 as amended by Change 3,
the following report is submitted for calender month of December 194L.
TABIE NULBER 1.
BATTIE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTIY
(Figures taken from Battle Casualty Reports up to

(Source of Information)
and including 31 Dec 44 for period 1 Dec 4 to 31 Dec 4k

(Date) (Dates)
DATE KTA DOW WIA LIA MIA TOTAL RIDt's
7 DBet . 3=
10 Dec 3
15 Dec 2
2), Dec ; 1
26 Dec b §
27 Dec 2 2
30 Dec X 5
31 Dec 1 1
TOTAL 0 0 5 0 0 5 5
TABIE NULBER 2.
FRISCNERS OF WAR CAPTURED
DATE Fi's
. 26 Dec 5
27 Dec L
TOTAL 9
——— > l =
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TABIE NUMBER 3.

REPLACEMENTS RECETIVED
(Including Hospital Returnees)

DATE
1l Dec
2 Dec
4 Dec
8 Dec
10 Dec
15 Dec
17 Dec
19 Dec

TOTAL

5

HENDE

=
W

TABIE NUIBER A.
AWARDS AND DECORTATIONS

Decorations awarded from 1 Dec to 31 Dec Lk, incl.
(Date) (Date)

0.

0 Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Q_Distinguished Service Cross
1_Silver Star ledal (Posthumously)
Silver Star Medal
0 0Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star
Bronze Star Medal (Posthumously)
Bronze Star liedal {
0 Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star
Q_Air ledal
Oak Leaf Cluster to Air ledal
0 Soldierts ledal
11 Purple Heart Award
0 (1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
0 (2nd) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
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