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~?ij'Brief Terrain Analysis -:

A study of the ter:iiin of that portion of the gector withln the

~River Crossing,will reveal the secret of the German defense in the
; face of superior strength.

},ment. Here there is a rolling plane , dominated frequently by out-

“tively flat . The woods are not generously spread over the land in

‘mile to several,'de@fM.

- Mountains predominate in the area of Thiaucourt,on the north 5
- and around Mgrtincourt on the south. There are flater , near-plains -
1o the south of Bernecourt, of course , where today one may obgerve

~‘broad mine belts of the past . The ground approaching the river is
5certainly noy a plateau , nor yet a valley . It strikes its mean

; ests itselfl in steeper descents, in cuts and drawg, each. seemingly
ﬁturned to face Mousspn Hill across the river , as it drops off.
;abruotly to the flood plain of the Moselle . \
i North to south, along the west bank of the river, for the most
’prart .one to . two kilem: ters from the river its&2f . are the screening
cowoodg of the Foret de V ncheres , Bois le Pretpe, Foret de Puvenelle,
gfand the tiny Bols de Cu te. It 1g,however, the roads and approaches

. between these forrests.which are canalized from the flater areas to

-ect observation of the ¢nemy , which pregent the problem to the
attacking force . From neats on the dominating east bank, where tthe.

‘a mean elevation of 370 and 380 feet, theé- enemy can look onto the f'
.atage of the flood paain of the . river, and up the roads to the west
“to 'Limey ‘and Flirey and observe our approaching columns. Every draw
zand gully here was reported,after the operation,as "zeroed in

lyard of each other at the fartherest point, one ‘rasses over & broad
*..flood plain which has a few scattered trees , bu for the most part .
consists of scrub grass and mud in rainy weather. .Beyond the east

“ ' extends in general a flat or gentle sloping plain for two- nundred
. .yards . Then the slope becomes very steep, varying in gradeg from
_approximately 30 degrees on Mousson Hill on the northjo fifteen or
ﬁtwenty degreecs near St., Genevieve and Bezaumontem on the south
.- In the vicinity of Landremont and Ville-au Val, the high- ground ,
1s.31. Genevieve Hill to the; north, 380 feet; Landremont at 300, on a:

“hill dominated by Genevieve and‘Lan remont, with planes to the west

superiorlty to its occupant/

‘. cropping mountains. , again by broad expanses of open terrain compara—"

‘conerete fortifications, a part of the old defense gystem , and the, '

i,hillo . Mougson, St. Genevieve, and the Falaise to the south, strike -

Groosing the daal waterway, canal)then river\w1thin a few hundred‘

" bank of the Moselle , between Pagny-sur-Moselle .nd Dieulouard, there‘-

lower extension of Genevieve, .Ville-au-~Val on the lowerslope ofl the ~Qj

and draws between Ville -au’'Val and the key feat re , the FALAISE, 5”ﬁ1l
whmch, with the exception of mousson overlooks all on the'vouth, offer~ji

:80th Infantry Division boundary lines east and west,for the oselleflf

AL 8 Movingveast from a line Mbntsec, on the north, Beaumont ; t0~Menil?
- &a- Tour , on the south , we find land which defies secrecy of move- Q &

“ small clumps, but rather are found in tight,deep forrests of from one“”

levation through low rolling hills , approximately 330 feet. It manif‘;
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ﬂ;the wegt throgh the dra s. which approach the river , under the dir- .




