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I BATTLE HONORS.--5. As authorized by Executive Order Ko.

9393 (géec. I, Bul..22, WD, 1943), superseding Executive Order

" No. 9075 (sec. III, Bul. 11, WD, 1942) citation of the follow-

. .ing unit in Jeneral Orders, No. 29, Headquarters 80th Infantry

-~ Division; 29 January 1945, as aporoved by the Commanding .General,
Turopean Theater of Operationg, is confirmed under the provisions
of section IV, Gircular No. 335, War Department, 1943, in the
name of the President of the Ynited States as public evidence of
-deserved honor and distinction.: The citautlon reads as follows:

ey ; -

The 2ad Battalion, 313th Infantry, ie cited for outstanding
performance of duty durins the period 25 to 28 December, 1944,
The battalion was heavily enmaged with-the enemy in the vicinity
of Ettelbruck, Luxembours, when 1t-was wlithdrawn from the front
linec for the movement -to the Bastomne, Belzlum area. Tte effect—

ive rifle~fishtin: strensth had oeen reduced to 200 men. Attacl- . -

ing on Chricstmas Day after severyl daye without rest, the battal-
, ion hegan ite asgault. of the enél ¥ positions encircling Bastosgne,
o Belzium, Throughout. the next 4 days and 3 nlzhts, the deplcéted -
LT battalion battled ‘1ts way in freezin- temperature through- the
gtronzly held woods and villages separating our troops from the
~besleged forcec in Bastoane, . The -stubborn reslistance of the
enemy and well dug-in positions required constant uase O the
bayonet and hand grenade in thelr destruction. Suffering heavy
casualties, constantly exposed to raking enemy machine-gun and
emall-arms fire from flankinz positions, the battallon fought on
with an unrelentinz determination that overcame all obstacles, -
routed the enemy, and established contact with the forces within
Bastozne. The agrressivencss of the herolc infantrymen of the
2nd Battalion, 318th Infantry reflects the finest troditions of
the Army of the United Stztes.
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BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
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" - OFFICIAL: ' : ¢ i . ~ G.. C, IIAR3HALL-
J« A.,ULIO _ - GChief of 5taff
Major General . :
The Adjutant General
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