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VI__BATTLE HONORJ.--5. 4z avthorized by Executlve Order No.

9393 (eec. I, Bull..22, WD, 1943), supsrseding Exscutlive Qrder

Ne. 9075 (sec. IXT, Bul. 13, WD, 1942) citation of the Tollow- -
ing unit 'in General Orders, No. 29, Headquarters 80th Infantry -
Division, 29 January 1945, as aporoved by the ommanding Gencicl,
European Theater of Operations, is confirmed under the provislons .
of mection IV, Circular No. 333, War Department, 1943, in the

' name of the President'of the Ynited States as public evldence of
dessrved honor and diéiinction. The citation reads as follows:

S The 2ad Battalion, 318th Infantry, -1z cited for outstanding -
s - perforthance of duty during the period 25 to 28 Pecember, 1944.
- .. The Dbattalion was heavlly engaged wlth the enemy in the vicinity
. of Ettelbruck, Luxembourg, when 1t wac withdrawn from the front -
1inds for the movement to the Bastozne, Belgium apea. Its effect-
lve rifle-fishting strength had seen reduced to 200 men.  Attac'c-
_ ing on Christmas Day after several days without rest, the battel~
lon began ite aamsault of the ‘€nemy positions englireling Bastognc,
Belagium, Throughout 'the next 4 daye and 3 nichts, the deplcted
-battallon battled its way in freezinc temperature through the -
stronzly held woods“and willages separzting our troops frem the . - L
besleged forces ln Bastogne. " The stubborn resistance of the , T
... ¢9nemy and well dug~-in.positlons required constant.use of the
© 7. bayonet and hand grenade-in thelir destruction. Suffering hinvy
casualtlies, condtantly exposed to rakinc encmy machine~gua ¢ 31
small-arms fire from flanking positions, the dattallon foushit o
With an unrelentling determination that ovércame all obstrclc .,
routed the enemy, and established contact with the forecee uit’. .
- Bastomne. The agzressivenecs of the heroic iafantrymen cf thc
. 2nd Battalion, 318th Infantry rcflecte the finest traditioac ot :
the Army of  the United States. ' o -
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