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Emphasis was placed on the St. Avold Time-Bomb Incident not because of
the number of casualties auffered, but because pyschologically it affected every
unit in the Third Army during these days of bitter fighting. It also in-
fluenced Third Army Ileadquarters, then stationed at Nancy, France, to the
extent that St. Avold, originally considered as one of the most logical
locations to move, was dropped altogetlier from the future CP location list.
The interview also brought out the nervousieffect it had on the 80th itself.
The city of St. Avold (2557) was captured on Sunday 27 Nov 1944, Lt
Schlund recalled. He arrived about 1000 hours with the first-wave of dough-
boys who entered the town. Carrying the name of a reliable informer who
lived at St. Ayold, Schlund found him and consequently he learned considerably.
It seems the last of the Germans had fled close to midnight the'night
of 26-27 Nov but not without doing considerable damage-with deinolitions.-
About six enemy engineers had placed heavy charges under the town post
office, the main crossroad, and a culvert in the town square in addition to

geveral other relatively important crossroads and culverts within the city



limits. One FFL member had saved one bridge in the wown by cutting the wires
leading to the charges, the act probably being prompted by (1) patriotism

in saving the bridge, and (2) self interest in saving his home that stood
nearby. The cutting of the wires was of great aid to the 80th and other
units that settled there, for it turned out that the road running over

the saved bridge was the only remaining link between the center and north
side of town,.

That evening, while Schlund was with one of the battalions of the
319th Inf, a Lormaine native was brought into the resimental area by out-
post guards with a very interestinz story to tell.

He claimed that he had lived in lLorraine all lhis life but had had some
trouble with the Nazis. The latter gave him his choice of going to a con-
centration camp or playing ball with them and he chose the latter. He then
was sent to a school for sabotage at Saarbrucken wher: he learned radio
techhique in particular and a general ixnowledze of demolition.

His mission was to return to St. Avold, he said, and observe the dés-
tructive results of time bombs planted by the lNazis. Then he was to report
those results by radio. He brought no radio equipment with him, but had
the address of a house that he was not familiar with personally but to which
he was supposed to proceed once arriving in St' A;old and find a radio
underneath a pile of potatoes in the basement.. The radio was of‘British
make dropped to FFI members but wnich fell into German hands.. If he was
caught by the Americans, he was to use as an alibi, the story that it
simply was FFI equipment. The most disconcerting thing about his entire
story was that the Germans did not tell him where the bombs were placed,
so he said, and although Schlund pumped him for considerable time, he‘could
get nothing out of him on that subject. He did say tiat he was told there
were sbmething like 30 bombs in the town. He also added that now that he
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was out of German control he was giving himsell up and ofTering the infor-
mation in an effort to aid the Allies.

Schlund said he personally was couvinced that the Lorraine man, about
35 years old, was telling a truthful story althou:h he still had to be
handled with great suspicion. it never was determined just what the man's
¢ttitude was when he confronted the outpost, whether or nof he attempted
to elude the guard and was caught or just what the circumstances were. Yirst
he was placed in the PWE, but shortly thereafter in order to attempt to
substantiate the story, they took him to the address where he said he was to
find the radio. The house was owned and occupied by an old lady of some
70-0odd years. The radio, in a disasscmbled condition, was found just as
he said the instructions read, under about 100 kilos of potatoes in the
basement. OSchlund also stated that the woman obviously, in his mind, had
nothing to do with the plot, that she was too o0ld and feeble, didn't have
the slightest idea what the object in her house was, and that she said she
had never seen this man before. The saboteur also stated that the plan
called for him to play on the woman's sympathies as a refugee and stay at
her house, a fact that led Schlund to believe that at least that house was
one that did not have time bombs planted around or in it.

The Frenchman also stated that he had been told that the explosives
were expected to destroy an entire American military staff. Schlund took
the story that he had so far and told it to the iHeadquarters Commandant,of
the 80th, who became quite concerned over the matter, because Division
Headquarters was due in the next day and had the Division CG known this

information right then he might have changed the #ntire billeting plan.



The next morning, 28 Nov, When Yivision Headquarters moved into the same
buildings the Germans had just evacuated, Schlund became greatly preturbed,
for he figured the 80th was follﬁzagg the exact steps that the Germans had
in mind to lead to their destruction. He took his information to the
Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-2, as soon as he arrived and was told to conduct
a thorough investigation on the matter and report back as soon as he found

out something.

His first step was to take a map of all the streets, houses and buildings
of the town and mark with red circles those structures which had been used
by the German army and Nazi officials. !lle also questioned as many civilians
as he could find. In the afternoon he went to the town gas plant, where
artificial gas was manufactured, on the west side of town on a routine in-
spection and he arrived shortly after &£Oth Division engineers, seeking
billets there, had discovered a badly-concealed tinie-bomb device attached
te TNT, The explosives wieghed about 200 vounds, were covered lightly with
straw and placed under the stone steps leading up to the director's office.
The time-clock dévice created great interest, for it was the first one they
had seen. It was set to detonate the explosives on the following Saturday,
3 December, at about midnight. Schlund estimated that the Germans had left
about midnight the Saturdey prewmious, so figured that it was estimated to
blow in one week's time. Schlund explﬁined that the clock itself looked
lik; an ordinary pressure g‘:ée with graduations running from O to 21 days.

It also had graduations in hours, indicating that it was a plenty delicate

instrument,

News of the discovery of the bomb and time clock spread swiftly among



80th Division troops in town and iiajor Ueneral iorace L. iicBride, Div CG, or-
dered all the engineers to insuéulte a thorough search in the city for other
bombs in all billets being used by his troops. Scillund said that by that

time no search order was necessary because every available hand was conducting
his own personal search, using piciss and sh.vels, tapping all the walls of

the houses, looking under the beds, etc.. "Lhis went on for about two days.

On Wednesday, 30 Nov, Schlund found a St. Avold citizen who revealed
that the Gestapo had borrowed f'rom him shortly before they left a crow-
bar-like instrument used by miners in that arca to dig into rock and make
holes for charges. It was about that time that the u-2 gent Schlund to the
Chief of Staff to report all the information he had. ¥iien asked for his
opinion of what the division sho.:1ld do, ©ochlund said he adivsed evacuation
of all American troops in the town and that an Off-Limits sign bé hung out
until at least 21 days had passed. othing happened along the sug;ested
lines, however,

Later in the day, a second time bomb was discovered (he didn't know
just where or by whom). It was just as badly concealed as the first, he
said it was reported to him. DBut the real significance of the second bomb
was that it also had been set to blow the coming saturday about midnight.

By this time Schlund recalled that all troops and officers were in a high
state oi nervousness, still feverisnly searcuing for bonbs..

Because the Cg, the U/S, and the general staff of the division were
located in a large building that formerly was the Geruan Army Soldatenheim,
enlisted men's club, Schlund concentrated his investigations on that edifice.
He located three wivilians who woricd with the German Army in that building
right up to the'time of t he Nazis' departure. There were two cooks, a nan

and a woman, and a house man who did odd jobs Iror the occupants. Ilie questioned
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them for four hours concerning wietlier or not th.ey Lua noticed o . extra-
ordinary activity 1n th:o bullidar: ryeow the onG of their stay, Lul he could
not obtvain. one single SCeXuo ve fedouee wson dnddentisey that thic building had
been prepared for demolition.

Wedmesday evening or lhursday, he doscn't recall exactly whieh, Schluid
was called before the Vivison Commander to report the wiuole story. lle told
him everything he had learned so far, the satoteur, the two time-bombs set
to go off simultaneously, the iuformatlion on the uman fron whom the Germans
had borrowed the crow-bar-like iunstrument, and the questioning of the for-
mer employees of the soldatennein. -:¢c also showed Ullie Cx thie map with the
building>formerly occupied by UlLhe uerrans outlined in red. .0 action was
taken towards evacuating any of those buildin-s as a rcsult of the conver-
sation, Schlund empuasized.

On Saturday evening, 3 Lecember, at avout 1730, Lt ochlund was walkin-
out of his quarters when he heard a terrific exwvlosion on the otier side of
the town. # éreat flame leaped into the sky and iie could sce that it was
coming from the direction of the fomuier uestapo headquarters, The first
thought £hat flashed through his mind, he said, was that it was incoming
artillery fire, probably 2060-mm, which had been directed on the town earlier
in the week. Ten minutes later ic heard an identical explosion and within
an hour, a total of five such detonations occured. &1l were time bombs, it
developed, and their explosions coincided with the settings of the two time
devices discovered earlier in the week.

Schlund said 22 were killed by the bombs and % missing, these being un-
official figures that had been given to him by the division chaplain. Scilund

also stated that four of the bombs exnloded in houses on the same street on



which the former Gestapo llcadquarters was located and the Tfifth blew in a
caserne occupied by QU troops on the northeast edse ol town. (These locatdons
and total casualties avparently arc incorrect. Jee later paragraph.)

The next morning all €0th vivision units in St. Avold moved to other
buildings still in the town, but buildings known not to have been occupied
by Germans. No further explosions occured.

Identical results were obtained by all the bombs. <The engineers later
determined that they must have been planted deeply under ground in the
center of the houses. When they exploded the effect was to 1lift thé houses
straight up and then have them setlle on the exact same spot'from which
they came. In a couple of cases, the entire hcuse seltled below the level
of the ground with the roof, still intact, being practically at ground level
covering the debris. The amazins part of the explosions were that they
casued no damage to the surroundins buildings or objects. ot even the
trees standing a few feet away were afiected. G rhan Army documents and
correspondence practically covered the area, howzvér.

To emphasize the importance of this effect of not damaging any objects
removed from the houses, Schlund stated that after the initial explosion
occured, a group of men occupyinz a uearby house went into the street to
see what the commotion was ail about} and while all were out iuvestigating
their own billet blew up, causing no bodily injury.

Schlund mentioned ancther peculiar incidest relative to the bombing.

He met a family ioving back into tieir nouse which was just two or three
removed from the Gestapo headquarters. <They had evacuat.d tue housé several

weeks before because of nllied bombing and also the threat of artillery.



Schlund told them about tie darger of the time boubs and they remained in
their cave dwelling. Later in the week the Louse owner went to his r esidence
to see the condition of the jplace and uiscovered smerican soldiers had

moved in. e also told tiiem wial Sculuad nad told hnim (in eifect that it

had been triply-ringed on his map in red as a usnger point) and the soldiers

moved out. lhat house also wuas one oi the Lfour to blow.
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In order to check on the ofiicial casualty fisures, the interviewer was
Feank J-

referred to CapﬁADowdﬁbnow assistant =2, 80th viv, but at that time, a member
of the staff of the 6u3d AA Bn, iu which unit all the casualties were suffered.
Dowd confirmed that fact that Zi. were killed, four officers and 18 enlisted
men, <+ total of 97 were in the bLu lding at the time and about 30 others were
injured to a degree necessitating evacuation. Ufficers Lilled were the S-1,
the lioter Officer, the CO of IHg atlery, and the ux O of battery A, a visitor.
The Bn CO, Lt qu John C, lMazzer, was slightly injured and was evacuated,
but returned two days later.

Dowd's explanation of the exact locations of the buildings that blew
differed from Schlund's considerabely. Ilie did concur on the number of buildings
that actually exploded, however, and stated that all tie injuries were sustained
by the one unit, the 6334 Aa Bn. Ile also said tha! there was not as much of
a coincidence to the story about the group that evacuated their billet to
see what the explosion was and then saw their own Louse 20 up as sSchlund in-
dicated because when the first exi.losion occured there was a general evac-

uations orderjygiven that emptied a’l houses in which Asmerican troops were

billeted.



Lt Schlund also recalled tha. tue 80th's stay at «vt. avold was supposed
to be a rest period, but because of the pre ence ol Lhe tile bombs it was
anything but that., IHe also recaiis that if be heara tiae fact stated once
that, "I'1ll be so damned (lad wien &1 days have passed, so we can get a
little rest and peace of mind!", ne heard it a tlousind times.

y

. v
lhe 80th was ordered to mwve oul of ~L, Avold on 17 Dec;ieAactly 21

days after arriving.



