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(Moselle Operation -.834 Bn 317th Inf. Cont -» Capbalin Mullen %

{ Captain Mullen) " On the 8th of Sevtember, the Fottalion wus in an
agsflembly area in the Foret de Puvenelle , and intenglve reconnaisance was
being mal Qprepafatmry Ebo the nexl river crogsinz.This recinnalsance
continued Uup until the 10th, when, on the day of the 10th, +2 marched on
foot to Fey en Haye. Reconnalsance wzs atill beinz made in the vicinlity of
the Bols de Cuite For noszlible crosgsing sites.

" At this tim: therc wore two pianzs

1.The Eneineers would hridge the cancl ghd the river with a
footbridee,

2.The Encincers would bridme the canal, but we would cross the
river in asczult boats

A nhint helnm considered for ihis oporatlion was located ot {1:1C0000-
78.9-30,5). It was doubiTul 2s o whether the Encineers could bridge the
river; so we were glven geventeen ansault bozbts Tor the batvallon., in the
plan whilch was evelvedy however, 1t wag Jdocided Thoat we would croca the
canal on the hridre and take the boats across he river, The order of
itarch which wens decldeld unon providod for comna I

nies G,k,ani Foto g0 over,
followed »y the sttachmentis. The plans for the atlock werce gensrally as
follows:

Company & woull atlack throush loisy, up the hill to the cast,
' and take 3t. Genevieve,
év Company 1B would advance on the right of G , anl would ozcupy

the cregt of the hill,
Company ¥ would bs prepared to he comalited on eliher [lank,
Beavy weapons would be dlisperscd as jmacribed,. by order,

We were to jump off 2%t C400 , on the 12th of Jeptemier,”

The dsate for the atick was seloected ot the latest possiile tikme
to glve anple oportunits - for reconnalsance, '

The battalion moved Trom the ™ey en Haye to the rear of the Bols de
uite into an =ssembly arca , at 2300, 1lth of OSeptember. The routes from
the assembly ares down to the boats had been well marked Hy the engineers.
Thesge markers werc suplemented by men who were ito lead the columns to the
exact gpot where ihey would enter the boats, These guldec were located nea:
( 77.8-30,2 1:1000007,

"Gompany & got off at 0315, started acrozs the footbridge ot the cahal
at 0345, Comwany i left at 0315 , to cross behind Cowmpuny &, and the lead-
ing platoon rasched the bridae on schedule , crocging in the proper orde:
Company ¢ made ti- hoats abt ebout C400. Now , the rest of the column of
Company E became veparated from the leadin: platoon @fMeanwhile , lompany
T came in ahead and ecrossed instead of the rest of T Company. Thisz placed
Company &, one pistoon of Ii, and all of Coupany ¥ across the river, The
reat of I then came across in the boatg by C545. Enemy mortar fire had

‘picked up the forward slope of ithe hill across the river,et 0300 , and

Company ¥ lost men zg a result of mortar [lre during thelr crogslog of
the canal. The rivervwas now belng shelled with wortar and scatlered

grtillery fire, and the first boat to hit the water had been met with
machine-pun fire, coming from the road Lolsy-south and from the high groun:
to the east, There were about eight machine-guns Tiring on us from there "




(Moselle Bperation-2d #n 317th Inf, Cont- Captain Hullen )
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" Qur artillery opened up from 0345 to 0415, with a heav; barrapge, &

four hattalion concentration. Arproximately 52 machine-guns ¢ ired overhead
fire from tHe forward slope of the Bols de Culte . "he weather was not
too bad, a rainy mist or drizzle, and vigibility was good,lfor this country
We tore up Hilli 380, and by 0650, fhored a Tlare , signifying that we were‘
on our objective., During the neriod , now, while we reorgani::d'our COmp-
anles , we recelived sporalilc artillery and wortar Jire, 5&@ 0800, we had
Gompangfg’}bégd”ﬁhé platoon of E on the hill , The platoon ¢f & was to prot
tect the left flank of the battalion.

" On the morning of the 13th, the enemy started »n artillery and mortar

~

preparation from the vicinity of the Toret De Facg; and junped off %o an
attack , by 0430, with Inluntry and an céég%ated %5 Lanks, A3 a result,
Company &, which was holding 3t, Genevieve, was shot up, and driven out @f
5t. Genevieve , by 0530, Then, the tanke came down along the road %o the
gouth , cutting inté the battalion C¥P, dispersed the troops there, and .
caunged them Lo lose Bezauﬁont, Jome were caused to withd zw t: the river y .
while part of Company & withdrew to Hill 380. At t'is s me 1 me, the
enemy tanks roared through Lolsy and overan the Cp of 4 2 31 th Infantry,
leaving about 120 dead.’ |
" Under the darkness of the morning of the 13th, ‘he enemy was able to

infiltrate thfough the battalion sector, up Hill 380, and e¢nz.ze Company E.
- However, after daylight, they were driven off, and Company & had retalen
St., Genevieve by noon of the same day .

" At about 0900, 13 th of September, I had secn the firet tanks of the
4th Amd. Divislon cross the bhridege over the river, The enemy withdrew at:
the sight of the armor, and our tanks passed through Lolsy. Then, tihe

armor waeg shelled , and stopped ; passing through St. Genevieve latér in .

the afternoon,proceded to the east, "
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( Moselle Operation ~24d Bn 317th Infanfry Cont. = Laptb Mullen)

" The next morning ( 14 Sept), the Germans launched the same dounter:,
attack with the same effect., Thls time Company T lost the reLaxen ground
and 811 of its machlne-puns. The gompany commander wﬁg cut off, and
wag igolated with four or five of hls men in the Toret De Facqg . ‘e ran the
enemy out of St. Genevieve agéin bvefore noon , but thie time the lst 3n |
clesred the town and occupled 1t with a gizahle Toococe. | It is well to
note that the 2d 3n had operated as o battallon with ahoﬁ% K@i{ of -its
strength, units having been cut. of £ in counterattacka and great nambers
woundied or kxilled.) Company E took over the hi L in the vicinity of
Landremont.

" On the morning of the 15£h, while the lat «a of the 318th Infantry,
was on route to 3t. Genevleve, the enemy courter—-a’ tacked again, The batt-

alion of the 318th had been in Nomeny at 1800, on the previous evening,

nd they were due to arrive at 2100 on the 1l4tk, The lst Bn , of ine

317th Infantry had been pulled out of 3t. Genevisve -0 occupy high ground

to the south., Now the enemy attacked Landremont Hi® . from ine northeast,
at about daylizht, and hroke throuzh at about @500, ke 1at 3n , 317th was
called back to relieve thig situation at Landremont. Starténg at about
0400, anid going through 05%0, the enemy had placcﬁ effective mortar Tire
on Company E , forcing it off the hill., I got  Tack 9 men of the original
21.men of the 3rd platoon, ( Normal strength of a rifle p-latBon is 45)
The I&t Bn dame back , and , attacking the hill from the south,forced ihe
enemy off to the north by c700.( Actually, Captaln Mullen states that he
contacted Major 3terling Surnette , comranding the lst Bn, and told hin
the situation. The battallion came up the hill ai 0720 and occuplied the
heights .‘)

" Now the lat Bn oécupied its orizinal position, Compan & wag ordered

into STGenevieve , whlle the 248n was Lo occupny ita orlsine . posltlon,
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Sompnny & moved into St. Cenevieve at shout 1830, on the 15th,

At about 1700, I contocted 5 kajor from the 3180 Infurtrs, who had come
into the town with lanks, He zald that be hod ordeps Lo to s0ve Lo Fort
sur Sellile , ov 'Ye north, I 2iso van into Li. Col, Jouzlas from the 319
Infantry, who nzid that Mo woo coming In Lo relleve Company E, and that a
battalion of thue 31%th was on the way with s compuny of redlum Tonks.

" hen the hattelior of he 315tn hal orrived with thelr tanks, B

Company withdrew, st zhout U000, 195 3ewnt, and ceupled 1ts orlzinal posit-

long on Hill 250, The weatiior ol b.en Padyraln tid o lgo hindered operatlons
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This concludes the interviews wlitih Japtain Muilien , whicsh had taken

rluce at the P of the 233n on aceseding days of r atiz ocorrations,

i s
Some of theze statements wers »acked by the sta: ~meris ¢f enlisted person-
nel made at this time, Fertinent stitenents zre availabhle in Lthe Torm of

questions answers:dl hy the “ollowing,

53/3g4. .4, Johnsey— Company E, - .
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5/35t. J.B. Yeator- Company & {0 Later So niéFOnuﬂ )
/
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B/55T .04, Tofte - Company B
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Lt. Theror B, Surts Jr.




