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."( Mogelle Operation ~317 th Infantry- 1215 September- Major Hay?s)

Major Hayes) " The battalions had moved out at dusk on the 1lth to the
.. regimental assembly area.(sketch)After darkness had fallen, they moved up
“. .. by infiltration to thelr new locatlons. Road markers had been placed, and
- "+ guides to the river had been put along the route, We used some of the
. . enzineer blinker lights,at the ford. The crossing was met by mortar and MG
. _.Tire, but the 3rd Bn got across at a run , and werecon thelr objective
’;’éﬁ'by daylight, and organizing the ground,{,Capt. Ford says 05%20), The 24 Bn
'. = erossed under fire and charged up the hill toward thelr objective(sketch)
, near (Genevieve.When the lat Bn started , the footbridge collapudafbﬁff\(:>
""" they crossed on the wreckage , and took their objectlve, ' '
L " The priority for vehicles was : organic, Engineers, Tank Destroyers,
E Anti-tank weapons, and othera. ( See accounts of 702 Tk Bn and 610,TD Bn )
: ~ Tha bridge wae not finighed by 1100 becatse of a shortage of pontons .
;&i}_ThsrorSFET*in"3I8rn*Iﬁ?Ehtry croased before our vehicles could make it,
THE rest of the day wass spent in trying to get the vehlcles acrcssa,

.. The battalion CP's werev movad over on the 13th., On thls same date, the
ensmy launched a severe counterwattack, at about 0500, and communicatlonas
were gevered, Colonel Gamsron and went to Dieulouard at about 0600, The

i snzineers wera . deployed therecalong the river , and told us that coverythln
P, bad been wiped out across the river , and that they were prepared to defend
to the last mah, Fipe was coming from Lolsy , and |z%e having effect on the
.+ ‘reconstructed bridge. Our artillery was firing on the rear slope of the hll:
.. - near 3t. Genevieve, Our 2dBn was on the forward slope of this hill,
. Germans were in Bezaumont, Loisy and everywhers, Enemy tanks had run into
_ ' the CP of the 2dBn, and the 318th Infantry was reported as wiped out,
e " We found a platoon of Tank Degtroyers, and went into Bezaumént, No
- one there knew the exact locatlion of the 24 En, Germans who were placing
‘direct fire in the town , fired upon us ,; &¢ we started another way anf
g TRn into our own artillery fire, We started up the hill toward 3t. Geneviev
| /n&t111 another way ahd ran into one of our tanks roaring down the hillslde,
.47 0ut of control . It was on fire ,-and was one of the most shocking slghts
‘“’P we had geen, It almost .ran into us as we went up the dr-w, We pulled up
2 little onto the hillslde and saw it pass , the dead crew hanglng out of
i the turret. It exploded far below, In Bezaumont we found what was reported
41.4..40 be all that wae left of a tank platoon , one Americam tank. Nevertheles,
“k we tried to find the 24 Bn , and in go doing contavted elements of the
. 1st Bn, Finally , we found Captain Mullen, commanding officer of Company
E of our battalion., and contact was established, We found,also, that it
: was reported that we were fighting elementa of the 8th Regiment, of the
15th Pz Div.
‘ " By 1100, on the 13th, things had quieted down , and we had St. Genee
‘vieve, Germane were still in Loisy and Bezaumont.The Regimental CP came .
across the river at 1500, and was put in as ashown on the sketch, N :
. " On the morning of ythe l4th, at 1000, General McBride, gave the verba
order to the lstBn to procede to Serieres, The 24 Bn was to take over the
" presant sector of the lst, and the 3rd Bn was to stay in its position, .
-7 M. 0on the night of the 13th, enemy patrols had been located , dug in
" on the slopes west of Morey about a thousand yards, ' .
: ©° " On the 14th, at 1200,the 1st Bn got off toward Serrieres. When they
'\ had reached lLandremont , marching east, they ran into trouble. They vere
i marching in the order, C,A,B; and as Company C came through Landremont, -
3 " they regeived enemy artillery fire. The battallon commander decided to = -
‘ ﬁk:goiacr015 country , and took the path (sketch) around Landremont. They

“

LY arrived in their new location by 1800. '
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1( Mohelle Operation 317th Inf.= 12«15 Jeptember- Major Hayes) - v

At 1800, Major Hayes was sent out to Serrieres to establish contact
with the battalion. He found them , instead , located on Mt., Toulon.
This he oame back and reported to the regiment., Then word wag @ent to
the dlvision that the lst Bn was on<foulon. A verbal mesasge had bsen
given to Major Burnette , at 1930, to0 hold there on Toulon, and to patrol
‘t0 the eagt, mouthesst and south., The lines were now set up so that we
had Company G on Genevieve Hill, E in reserve on the same hill, with
© Company ¥ on the right flink of G, .
On the 13th , the artillery.was in position as showh, the 313th
field . They had come over on the 12th, and had been used in direct
: fire against tanks. Lt. Col. Fisher, executive of the 317th had accompw
! " iighed an unususl feat during the ear»ly hours of the crossing. From
. an obeervation point near the bridge at Scarpone, he had directed fire
for the artillery, using a line to the switiching central to the CP. Al
P ‘the CP two phones had been used ., One was in touch with the observer,
f and commands were relayed to the other phone , which was connected with
the artillery.

( Major Hayea)" On the morning of the 15th, the Germans threw a counter
attack af daybreak, Company G was driven out of S5t, Genavieve; Lolay
wag retsken ( 318th pushed out). These Germans came from the Foret de
Fecq, and from the north and the east, with the attack on Gtenevieve

- being made my tarks, By 0900, all battalions were reporting 30 eneumy
tanks approaching. On call, the Tank Destroyers were rushed.up."

(' Captain Ford) "Tanks captured Loisy, St, Genevieve , and Atton , and’
a battalion of the 318th Infantry, was cut off on Mousson Hill,"

: ( Major “ayes) " The 1st Bn wag called back immedlately from their locate
- ton on Mt. Toulon. (O700)"

| Captain Ford)"The lst Bn had returned before the tanks attacked , at
1100. .

¢ Major Hayes)"The 1lst Bn , returning, confuded the enemy tanks. Armored.
.. vehicles were reported in back of them. By 1100, on the 15th, the 2d Bn
s was shouting for help, the 3rd Bn had been untouched , and the reglmental
! CP had been sttacked , at 0700, This attack on the CP was made by two -
 gquads 4f Germans . ‘Clerks.and typksts moved up to take positions 400

~ yards east of Bezaumony. This group drove off the enemy. However, auring

“"this action , the executive of the Regimental Headquarters Company,

‘it. Fred T, Lecher, who waz sent th contact the 2d Bn, waz REELR6& losti.
One platoon of Compsny E was on the knob at LaViergse, The Headquarters
Company had gone into position atnthe rear of the knob by 1000. Everythling
had been quiet on the south. By 1000, heavy aotion had started on the
north, It was then, at 1030, that the 1gt Bn came back through Landremont

_into- the face of the defending Headquarters Company. ‘ - '

E " We learned that the 319th Infantry was on the way from Belleville;

- .and,at 1230,we got a call from the 2dBn,reppbilns a column of troops
crossing the river, At 1500, Company @ =%18th Inf. retook loisyj;and Major
Tossy,lst Bn 318th, was on the way back from the 4th Amd. Div. %0 attack -

.. 3t, Genswieve, The 1lst Bn of the 319th Inf, went in at Loley by 1600; i«
. . and the left flank of the 31T7th tied in with a company of the 319th Infy
. 4in the vicinlty of Loisy, 1800, on the lth of September." R
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( Moselle Operation 317th Infantry- 12-15 September - Major Hayes )

" -positions to the east of their objective, on the forward slope of the
opunter-sttack, preceded by artillery and mortar barrage, and had been

téme , the 3rd Bn got four battalions of artillery suppc “t, Driving the

of ‘German troops was terrific, The dead lay on the hill .ike flies., The .
Fred Ellery , participated in this,
{ Captain Pord) " the enemy was moving east off the hill , La Falaige,

ber.,"

one, ‘
" We suffered aboutcanualtias on this operati:n , together

wlith.the others,

‘ " The next day , the Germans counter-attacked the i3lalse., The

weather was bad , but we were abléto get in an air striks by 1730, The

planes took care of them thia time,™
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j”‘Hefe.an interesting atatement is made by Lt. Col. Figher, executive
officer of the 317th Infantry Regiment,, _

" Colonel Cameron and I made extenglve reconnaisance before ever
selecting the position for the crossing., He made me defend every reason
I could give for meking the crosséing at thls point. Most of the talking
‘and plahning was done on the basis that we could gain tactlcal surprise
with key terrain,

‘the Bois de la Cuite, _
-~ The key to the situation was the Falalse. It overlooked Genevieve

Ljf? Landremont , and they could not be held without this high ground, "
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( See report of 2dBn operation by Captain Mullen/ Ses operationg maps

(AMiJof‘Hayel ) ! Meanwhile , the 3rd Bn, whom the General had ordered to .
move out 4o an objective (at 81.5+27,5 1:50000) on ‘the 14th , had occupied -

Jhill known as the Falalse, At daylight, on ybhe 14th, they had received s
driven back to the rear of the hill |, by 1@00, about 10() yards . At thisa
eneny back to positions on the forward slope, they calle | for support when
eneny troops started streaming off the north aslope of tt: hill, The artill-
ery brought four battalions of time fire on this point, :nd the glaughter

Cannon Company of the 317th Infantrx, and the 313th FA E. , under Lt. Col.

at ( 83,0-27,0 1:50000) , The time was between 1600 and 700, 15th Septem-

( Major Hayes)" H1ll 351, was called'The Vouyqno', becau e it looks like

and sketches, pilctures of the terrain, %roops in action and the verticsls
of the river line,) . '

, Ag a regult of our crossing at the point selected, the division 4id
-~galn tactieal surprtse. Now we 100k two objJectivea: the first, Bezaumont-
- 8t. Genevieve; the other,La Falaise. Algo » an lsland protected our troops -
in the crossing, ( 3ee river -canal line). The enemy was forced to counter-
attack down the ridge line, the river blocking them from getting around to
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