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MOSELLE CROSSING 1 .7 Engr Group S A
//'Notes on_terraln from personal observationyd The MO3ELLE R In the vic
~of DIEULOUARD follows a winding courge Northward through a flat {locod-
plain bordered on the East by & series of fairly steep helghts which
domindte the Weatern banks of the river,From these helghts the Germans
; were -able L0 obtain perfect observation of all activity on the opposite
: slde,
The river itself in this area hag z variable depth from six to elght
feet and flows at approximately gix to seven miles per hour,The botiom
is for the most part muddy which makes fording perilous for vehicular
- traffic since the nud clings to the tracks.The average widtih la about
one hundred and fifiy feet,
Two characteristics of the river affected operations: the gquick flow
and the tendency of the water level {o changc overnlght.,
i Along the western bank of the river there is a canal,fifty feet in width ,
‘ 8lx in depth.Between the river and the canal is an elght foot dyke similar
in appearance to the hedgerows of HORMANDIEL,This dyke rises abruptly from
the canal and river bottom,Because of the varying wvater level its banks
and those of the canal and river are very muddy.In rainy weather the entire
area becomeg a veritable mire,

Opposite DIEULCUARD the river forms two arms which wind around a flat
lgland several hundred yards wide at its widest point.3efore operations
there was one road across the island. Practically no.coyer ot Loz

Interview with Col Lovett,Z0 1117 Ensr Gr.The ﬁifgzcclﬁhszng took place
during daylipht on 5§ Sept.Parts of two int cog-Alere put across.liowever the
crossing was not adequstely supported and nearly all the inf was cut off
and lost, It is known that ten wounded returned.38 assault toets were lost
in the operation,The Group 4id not take part in this crossing.the 305th
Engr Bn,the organic engineers of the 80th zuided the men through the foods
and manned the agsault boats.It was apparent that toc much gtrength held
the opposite bank.During daylight the enemy placed interdictory fire on
all vehicles on the forward slopes of the Wegstern aide.The entire BOIS DE
CUITE was under hostile observation. .

Then an atiempt was made at night in force(l2 Sept).The 30th had filve
battalions available.The original plan called for the 317th CT to cross
Just North of the iszland while the 318th CT(- 1 Bn) to cross at the isgland,
. Baged on information received from a Frenchman fords were expected,many
| -~ on the near arm,one on the far branch.It was planned to throw an infantry
i support bridege over the canal and improvised trestle bridges ¢ver both arms,
; The trestle bridges could carry Cl 9 loads.These would be prefabricated
; in bivouac,carried to the siteg in trucks, and put in as soon as no small
E arms fire.later in the dey the 557 Hvy Pon Bn would bridge the canal and
% both arms.Thls work was to go only after the sites were out of ranze of
hostile artillery. :, _ :

To support the crossing twenty 50 Cal and thirty 30 Cal machine guns

were dug in along the forward slope of "titfe 30I53 DE CUITE on the edge of the
a wood,During the two nights previous to the attack the inf:ntry dug in
| and sited the guns which were manned by engineers.The pogsitlonsg were well
camouflaged and had overhsad cover also,These gung put up barrage flre
while the infantry crossei in the assault., '

At 0400 the infantry started crogsing.Artlllery opened up at 0415,.The
arty preparation was of an hour's duration, :

The 305th Terried and gniled one bn of the 317th across.Then this sane
outfit constructed an infantry foot bridge by which another »n crossed,
Then a co of the 1&87th C Engr Bn constructed an Infantry Support Bridze
acrogs the canal and river,

As soon as the initial waves of inf reached the far bank the en opened
up with machine plstols.However the en inf were +Loo thin, toco gcattered
to stop the crossing, Howuver heavy arty and mortar fired on the supporting

\\ machine guns killing one end wounding a few, «
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MOSELLE CRO35ING (2) 1117 Engr Group
On the far bank two infantry set ofl some antinersonnel mines, Twenty
were found.Later sixty more were found along ihe wire on the far bank.fv/
By 9560 fthat alternoon the company of the 187in had completed its in
support bridge end towed Tds and ammo truclka were put across.because of

the logses in ogsaulit boats there were ineufflel-nt boats to ‘conplete
the bridee to the far bank.lowever 1% was possibhle to ford the vehiciqs
the remaining short distance,

As goon as the Tirst bridsze was put in ccross the canal at the islang,
o ford was Tound across the first branch,but no ford over the 8@2u il Tl
Gen MeBride ther :rdered that the heavy ponton bridges he put up as soon
as possihle,The work started at 1000 ,0riginally thege heovy bridges were
to be put up later in the Jday when 1t was expected there would be no
more hostite arty fire on ihe river,

The ponton hrid-e across Lhe canal was completed by 1300,.The heavy
hridse ecrosc the Tirgt arm by 1700,and b7 1850 the far branch was
bridged with a heavy ponton.These three succesgilve brideges were pul in
under ohsgerveld en [lre,

3y 0900 the inf had salinzd hoth hel~hts on the Zastern sidc,.lovever
o4 hours after the assaul! at 0400,1% Sept,thz en launched a serles of
counterattacks with tanks :nd infantry from 37 GENEVIEVE and LOISY and
REZAUMONT . Three cog of Engrs with machline guns sct up a duie 3e.This
took place on three succeaslive mornings.lt was fortunaie tha: the '@
heavy ponton bridges were in before the first counterattack n view of
the Fact that the tanks of the 702nd Tk Bn were instrumenta. in stopping
the en on the morning of the 13th.

On the night of the 12th it was declided to put in a heavy ponton
North of the bridse across the far branch.The work on this bridge was
done at night.The next morning twenty-filve shells landed nearby.it had
peen hoped that the en would not notice this bridze, Later this bridge
and the heavy across the canal were dlsmantled to provide material
for the final bridze across the far arm to the South to take advantage
of the macadam acrogss the lsland,

Up to the 16th the weather was hot and dry,which facilitated the work,
The site of the first ponton,the one across 1lhe cenal wes later bridged
by & wocden ramp and fill. learby was =z guantity of slach which was used
as road material for building roads across the island.

The Germans had zerced in on road junctions and establighed crossing
pointg.Thug the island slte although possessing inherent disadvBtagas
of two crossings had the value of not being = likely crogcing point,
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Interview with Major Brooks,Heavy Ponton Bn.The first ° ~idge was start
at 10 olclock in the morning and completed by L that after: >on,The area
was too close for speedy work.It was necessary to bulldoze through the
dyke and steep banks.At the same time work was going on wii 1 the inf
gupport bridge.This further confused work.ilso the canal 1icvel had
dropped 2 feet overnight.The soft banks forced the giving up of the idea
of the tresgstle bridges.

No work could he done on bridging the first arm until the canal was ¢
crogsed,It was impougsible to get the equipment acrogs the £111 which
the 305th had made at the established crossing point by pushing debris
into the canal,The bridge across the first arm was completed by 1800,

Ag goon as the canal was bridged,the second bridge co forded across
the near arm and commenced work on the far arm.An attempt was made to
ford the far arm with an armored dozer,which attempt falled,The third
Job was completed by 2000 that nilght.

That night it was decided to construct another ponton bridge across the
far arm 300 yards downstream.The equipment was brought in a’ter dark.

By 0600 the morning of the 13th it was ready.

On the night of the IYth a fifth heavy ponton bridge was built at the
end of the macadam road upstream.By this time it was thought safe to use
that logical place since the en fire had diminished,To obtain the material
for this bridge the heavy across the canal and the heavy downstream on the
far arm were dilsmantled,

Interwiew with T/3Sgt Lucas,Operations S¢t 557 Hvy Pont 3n.0n the
morning of the 12th Co A was at FLIREY,6 miles from DISULOUARD,eand
Co B at BOUCQ,15 miles from DIEULOUARD.The CO of Co A and the Bn 0=3
conducted reconnalssance,The en had perfect observatlon fror the hills
across the river intoe the town,The hostile arty would blast 3t anybody
showing himself,

On the morning of the 12th Co A moved out and came into JIEULOUARD,
Commenced work on canal bridge.While working sent ovack for .3 B to move
up.On completlion of the canal bridse Co B crossed and forde: the near arm,
This ford wns located below the Co A bridge across the near irm,Co B
was clearing wmines before the trucksput it was a time-consul. ing process,
Co B declded to move forward anyway fregzardless of mines and 1tart construce
tion,By 8:45 that night traffic moving across the three bric tes,

Next morning 1117th ordered reconnaissance for other si‘: doynatream

from first Co B bridge,Was constructed and stood in 2 or 3 « .ys,
Interview with Major R,R., McCorkle,BExdc C EhStd“Eﬁﬁ?"?ﬁ;“ﬁmﬂ“Gapt E.H.

Gockrelil,The 167th and 243th combined had 50 machinc zuns set up along

the hill(BCI5 DE CUITE) dug 1n previous day.COpened up to support the
initial wave.Arty also opened up at 041l5.When the machine zuna ceased fire
the en anawered with arty,but the engr were so well dug in that there were
few casualtlies.The machine guns were controlled by telephone at a centpale
ly located point. .

It had been planned that the 167th would throw a portable trestle
bridge over the first arm.However the near arm could be ford:d by wheeled
and €heAt2é48the bridge was abandoned,The ford was 1proved,

Co A,248th, and the 557th went to work on the “ridge ove. the filrst
arm after the completion of the canal bridge.

Just as the heavy ponlon bridge over the first arm was completed ,
and the first vehicles commenced crossing,artillery Fire siarted from the
en held hills,

Co B,2481h,assisted Co B Hvy Pont Bn in construuting the bridge over
the gecond arm, The en tort turne shelling each bri-ige all afternoon.

The third bridge was comp’ sted by 2000 that night.7wo pontons were
knocked out in shallow water and these were allowed to remain there,



