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; ' CROS3ING OF MOSELLE RIVER ' A
g - (ACTION of 2nd Bn 317 Inf) ‘, -

_,The following story ls told by Captain James J. Mullen exccutive offlicer

5 cfxaﬁa\?n 317 Inf. Capt Mullen was however, CO of E Co. of 2nd Bn during “this

{ Ctlon.

At 2100 on 4th of Sept the 2nd Bn had been directed to an assembly area

| in_the vicinity of the Bols de Villers. This had come firstti 'qgﬂPq} order -

ten field order by 2100 the 4th of SepE}/ It was anticipated

'ollowed by a writ

! - hat the 2nd Bn, would cross the Moselle river on the 5th of Sept. Reconnai- .
ance had, therefore, been initiated on the 4th of Sept when the Battation ?f

f‘ﬁ@ gent patrols to reconnoltre the line Pagni—aur Moselle to Pont-a-Mouasorn

xclusive, Patrols had chosen a route for movement to- the srea Andicated,

he rield order set forth the time of attack for 1000,5th of ”ept. Hovwever,

cation hy elther wire, radio, or runner &t this

“mgcause of the lack of communi
ovement at 0300, 5th-Sept.hf

ime, the Battallion had received word of the 1000 m

t 1000 5th jdept the Battallon pfoceeded in a column of companies in the order,

gun platoon with each leading Company, moriar platoon, the
enemy oppositlon to the edge of the |

1

E;H, machine
xedioal detachment, and F company .wlthout
42,8, Sheet 1l4G, 1:100, 000) and thence down the

}. 3ois;do-V1llers at (71l.5-
At approximatelyé

7lraw to the East, observing the rules of cover and defllade,

’015 the leading company, &, which was at the foot of the hill (73.5- 45 o), -ﬁl

~egelved fire rrom enemy machine guna 1ogated in the building which was South

f and on the outskirts of Pagnt and due East of the draw. The Company waa

11nned down momentarlly. The 0O sent a platoon to the building in question

/1th the miseion of cleanlng out the machine guns. This was asccomplished in

2 short periocd of time. Veanwhile, 20 rounde of mortar fell hetween End

nd , remﬁinder of the column in a large open Tleld,

3latnon of Company E a
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‘Uxe battallon was quicklyr deplored to the flanks in = protective and 1eaé
" v.lnerable position., At apnroxjmately 1100 enenmy art&llﬁy Tire fell on the
T ttalioniﬁ This was probably n 150mm callibre and was 1dentifled as coming

- {-om batteries looated across the river on hill 3E5, due West of the lown of

¥ irieulles, The obhlective of our battallon was hill %65 maich farther to° the
f'£>ufh. The artillery r:re war of such intensity that the units weré well
; ¢attered and contact was Aifficult, "I was commnndins Compeny E (Capt Mul-
'1m). I went to the Dn Commanier and t01d him thet I had control of two i
r .fle platoons, The rest wereiqcatfered and out of contact because of. the
h=avy mortar fire recelved between the second platoon a:l the rest of the
c:lﬁmn. By now all troops and any movement in our sector drew hoth artlllery;
\ s1d mortar fire., The Bn Commander was with G Co. which had moved o within. . :
150 yds. of the road ghown oh theé mep. At approximately 1230 from this point:
‘Y1 directed me to crbsé the highway proceed along the rallway to the canal
e1d reconnoitre along the canal for a good point from whence we might'ﬁgge
cir croseing, I followed these directions and reconnoltired the area indicated
_¥&Q~repqrting back by 1309 thap there were no polints sultable for crossing
vithout hoats or a footpfidge.“ During thia perlod of time,ﬂompany E had

‘Y ien deplbyed generally on the right of Company G, which was on “line facing

the highway between Pagny and Vandieres, Company G was approxinmaisly 150 yds.
vwagt of the southernmost building on the outskirts of Pagny=-sureloselle,

Gapt. Mullenss " when I returned to my company I found hat I had no radlo

Sy —

‘oommunication. My operator hal been killed while I wos ‘way - he had drawn

lmogiar fire while entering the town of Vandieres. The whip antenna had attract

bed the attention of the enemy across the river, This proved our theory that
they ﬁad perfect observatlion of our side of the river. I was now unable to

- place: my mavhine gung or my mortars in poaltion to hring effective flire.

This was due to the accuracy of the enemy mortar and artilléry fire. ( enlist-;
- N . : . ' i /Y ?’ :
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ed personnel testify to the fact that ghe slightest mov ment on the part of *
our men brought a barrage of mortar fire, to which we w re of coﬁrse moat
vulnerable; having been pinned down in very open terral: on the forward slope
of a hill) We remaineq here ti11 dark., "

Before GRS O, er—dugi-goi.dnn , Lt, Col, , the battalion
commander, was able to asgemble the company comnanders for a conference,

Here plans were made for an attempt at crossing the river during the night,
& - & &

Reconnaisance had proved to be unsatisfactory//but wag decided that the

—————— T e

beéirplace for the atteupt would be at gome point between Vandieres and the

place where thefwinding Moselle came nearest the canal, abéut one kilometer
south of the town. The battalion was to be reformed and moved under cover
around the south slope of the hill to the west of Vandieres sUgling the draw
at that peint to approach thc east-west road leading into the town, The unif
cdmmanders returned to their respective companies and the plans were put into
effect for this move. At 1930 , the battalion in the order companies F,E, and
-G moved out{(gommand was difficult,Ror it was found thst two officers had been
lost 1n the aTternoon's action befoTe the Bolg de Villers and south of Pagny,
quting gcattered gmall arme fire , the unit advanced throqu%Vandieres at
approximately 2400 & 3Sept , 4 ' ' th’wfvai‘
ﬂE) At the point now selected for the attempted cressing the divigion engincérs
Ihad constructed a footbridme across the canals/ This had heen rapldly accomp-
lighed by taking advantage of a barge 1n the cénal, laying plankas fronm eéch
bank of the canal to this statlonary object. The battalion was to cross the
newly made brbage ag goon as possible, In the pltch blackness of the nilght ‘
the men found_their way alohg the west hank to the pogltion indicated ,
forced to adopt a two-paée interval between each man to avoid losing the
units completely., ( It will be shown elsewhere s that the lgt Bn,faced with
the same difficulty , did lose part of one uni y 0200 ¢ Sept, the leading |
' % D\ f
/brfhgeq Now it wae necessary

//{%WYQK}

elements, F and E companies were acrogs the ca
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to'@nitiaté further recénntisance of the river ghead,with the hope of finding.

& more suitable point for crossing. All this addltional reconnalsance was

- naéded at this time because the whole schedule of the at'ack had been upset

"ﬁﬁén the battalion had heen stopped at Pagny- sur Moselle,or on the hill to

tha‘aouth’of the city, as has heen shown. It must be remern :ebed that the oriy
inal plans gset forth o 4 Sept called for the 28 Bn to procede from the

Bols de Vlillers down i:e draw to the East,throusgh Pagny, across the main
highway and thevrailrc.d,to the canal and the river where the two are very
close together(75.3=44.4) ,When the unit had met reslstance south of the
citj,\it'waa evident that the crossing could not be made to the north. Then
patrols had been sent 'o the aouth , helow Vandleres, under Capt. Mallen ,
in search of an altern-te fording place, It was almost imposcibhle to ind
any exact spot now in ihe dark, The battalion completed its crossing of the
canal in this darkness shortly after 0200, At 0300, companies ¥ and E,
maintain;ng a two pace intefval between men,moved slowly from the canal
bridge (oppbsite Vandirres 75.,9«40.9@¢south along the canal bank, crossed the

open space and turned north along the bank of the river near{76.3=40,0).

A1l was quiet at 0400, 3y 0415 most of the troops had reached the west bank

'-of_the Moselle . There wag an occaslional nmortar shell dropping north of

Vandieres , but the silence in this sector was gripplng.

| ( Capt. Mullen )" Then something happened which saved the lives of twoehune

dred men, Odr column we.a stretched in a horse-ghoe , Pendling to the aouth and

back to the north.Suddenly out of the night, and sounding close enough to

bé on top of us, a 1oud volice sang out from the opcsite bank in German:
YHALT', followed hy oa éarble of German like ' MACHINENGEWHERS& &= "

At thq first aylable of the command , all of the men tense in the excltement.

o ihgtinctivoly hit the ground.Not & moment too soon, Four machine guns opene f

,ed_uﬁfand swept the'spot wheres we were gstanding. A pecullar thingrabout

“these guns , but not urusual, two fired tracer at a dlstance ahout five -
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feet above the ground. The other two covered ther area at a distance of
1bout elghteen inches ofl the ground,” | |

The men f&red hack at the machline gﬁns « A 1ight machine gun waa'brought
into play in'bne of the advance units. It was fired by one of tﬁe men from‘
the hiﬁ. ( capt. Mullen ) |
(Capt. Mullen }"'Then the enemy fired a red flare at us. This brought down
10 roundé of 80mm mortar, most of it falling between i1e column on the
civer and the column ofi the canal, Then a few rounds ¢ 7 50 mm landed here,
[t was then 0500 ( 6 Jept. ), and I crawled hack to m: coﬁpany frdm my
jogltion up fron} end ordered them to pull back alonm the canal and hold
sosltions there."

Under continuous machine-pun and mortar fire , the men crawled badk to t
the 8dge of the canal; some,unnerved hy the ordeal of shelling s attempted
;o‘swim the canal and reach the bank near Vandieres, The bulk of the hattald
1oh gtrength , howevere ,began to dlg in along the enemy side of the bank,
:he approaching daylight making more precarious thetr position, The companie
started the process of reorganlzation and consolidatlon, dbut meanwhile
}érman gunners readjusted their sighﬁa, and,at 0645 , dumped 10 rounds of
md;téb on the canal itseif, J
{ Capt Mullen ) "I don't think that they knew that they had a whole batte
<lion piﬁned down thers. The men were there along the canal shoulder to
~houlder, I was ordered to withdraw Company E across the canal and dig in
-14th a reserve defensive position at ( 75.,3«40,0 ) ( E=1l). The battalion
40 left all of F company and two platoons of G dug in along the enemy slde
of the canal, Our 8lmm mortars were emplaced at (74.3-3@.8)" |

Tﬁe unit held thelr positionsa along the canal throughou£ the day of
+he 6th of Jeptembher, shelled intermitiantly,all the while unier enemy obe

-ervation, .
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The Bn Commander wanted Company E ( Capt. Mullen )io move around to the
“everse glope of the hlill on which they were now dug in , and take up where
shey had left off in their reorganization . Thég.would.wait in an asaembly.
\res here the ordera to move to a new poglition, This rder was to come by
essenger from the S«3 , However, reconnaisance showed the raverse glope pf
“he hill to be under observation.rThree rounds of mortar fell there whlle
ur regonnalsance was belng made, (Q ) .
Capt. Mullen ) "An officer from the battalion CP then arrived ané tolid us
‘h#t wee were 10 move up to the Foret des Vencheres (Company E)where wo
ogld'be ﬁioked up by itrucks and carried to & new_asnemﬁly area, "

Capt., Mullen then took his company undar cover down the nlope to the
“andierea ,east-west , road through Villers , across country and started up '
‘he draw to the vest toward tﬁe Foret,

K We moved up the draw , but it had been'zeroced in',so we moved up to tﬁej

raods'. came under defllade and proceded to meet the Bn Executive one mile

‘£ uth-east of the cross-ro,da. We were picked up by the tru. :sand taken arour

1> the south to the Foret de Fuvenmlle .( this move up to the woods had been

" 1ade at approximately 1400 6 tept,)Here the battalion less F company assemb-

1:4, dqmpany F had been left to hold Vandieres,.The whole battalion (=F)
v :8 assembled by about 0200,bn the 7th of Yeptember , "
*#fH(--'f-‘!t-ﬁ"!Hi-ﬁ-#-!Hf-%%?t*##%#%%ﬂ* LT g g
The followlng story'conéerns the activitles of the 2d. Bn. in the

8 ‘cond river crogsing . This was the succesaful attempt from which the

~

'b'idgehead.was establighed. All the narrative 1z from interview with

tie men named in connection with each phasge,




