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" Barly the following morning the en ccunterattacked from 3T GnﬂBV”WvE //

with infantry and tankg.The men recall nd the J»trilﬁ vith c’er t; Lﬂd

thelr versions dovetalledr o ooor e S '

Bt -0FZ0-Sgt-Murray sent Polin, azymanrky,aru Reiﬁonbsch t.o lqy on the
enmbankment and watch.for ahoul an hour the e¢n artillery shci over the tanks,
It seemed that the mortar was attracting the fire.Between ( 30C and 06C0
red,green, and vhite flares were seen,?rom the emhankment v :re geen approfie
ching teRking loudly,The men on watch along the embaniment “lattened.Cne
returnsd to Capt MeDermott to rive the alarm,

_ At thig time Dunsavage was on turret guard of one of the tanks.He heard
an en tank approaching.All the men agreed that the motor was not heard,
What was heard were the agteel tracks and the hreaks when the cn vehicle stop:
ped to fire.lt wag 8till too dark to see much,.The en infantry started to
ghout.Apparently they had just diacovered the tanks,Dunsavage grabbed the
30 cal AA gun and swung it around in the direction of the voices,The en tank
let go and placed a couple of shots in Polin's tanmkhich wag cuarding the
rear of the platoon from the dlrection of 3T GENEVIEVE, ﬂwnaavage then hopped
on the gunner's aeat,flippred the powsr traverse,snd +tri~! to traverse *the

- turret to the left, The tank wags fazelng in the 11ractﬁon f REZAUMONT,
However the turret started sparking because of a short ¢ rcuit.He then tried
the mamuual treverse snd hollered to the driver to take off,Th2 tank would
not atart 2t firat.Meanwvhile Qunsavage thought thet his tank had been hilt
because of the reflecition from Folin's hurnlng tarnk.7inally the driver

got the tank moling on the road to BLZAUMONIT, The dugt caused ny Dunsavage's
tank to some extent screened the other tanks and snable:d them to make a ;
aafe getavay.The other tanks had highhalédd 2% down the road uh ouih BEZAU-

FONT down the hill where reorsanization took place,

. It is worthy of note that Lt Croxton's Platoon located a Tew hundred
_yerds NW of Murrav 8 tanks fzlled to hear the enemy.Lt Croxton astated
}stateﬁ that they 14 hear vehicles but thought. them to he friendly.During
{the early morning infa nfrymen from Co G were forced hack from 5T ATNEVIEVE,
1and passed through Croxton's platoon toward the brldve The infantrymen loocke:
:badlj haaten up and clalmed that they were trying to form & line . However
they showed 1little inclination to remain with the tankg, later Lt Croxton
heard sounds which seemed like tanks ClOSLng.Th’ nolse came “rom area
fwhvre he had nlaced the other two tanks.He didn't dare use t e radio.He
gcallei geverzl times.No answer,

i The next morning the company reformed at the hottom of Hi: 1l 380.Cant
McDermott decided to bring the company up the hill to the BELAUMONT=ST GENDe.
VIEVE road,wheel to the right across the road,end effect a turring movement
on the town of BEZAUMONT.

The tanks proceeded up the hill to the roadand stopped.The infantry had
‘hed not followed the tanks.The tanks went on alone,

Lt Croxton took hig platoon across the road and commenced to swing sharpe
ly to the right. in the direction of BEZAUMONT.Murray's platoon was to take -
the right of the road but instead went to the left stag-ered hehind Croxe-
ton's platoon.An en tank apneared to be in position heside a harn in BEZAU=
MONT.Some en fire seemed to come from a high wall of a graveyard to the left
of the town.Croxton's tank was nearaat the hedgerow and the road,Talin,leen,
and Grattup to Croxton's left in that order, croxton hug~ed the hedgerow,

A shell passed over his head and hit Reidenbach's tank fTarther up the hill,
It was possible to spot the dust raised by the muzzle blast of a siationary
tank in the town.The whole company began pouring stuff into the town, In the
meantime Starner and Williame had taken the right of the road near the ruins
and Tired fourteen rounds apiece into BEZAUMONT,At the same t:me that Rele
denbach received his hit,Capt McDermott and Talin were also hit.Reldenbach's
crew bailed out.Lt Groxton backed his tank up in an attempt to get the men
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- on the back of his tari.He was waved aside,Apparently they saw the source
of -the en fire,Croxtor then trlied to manoevre so as to protect the crew.
- FMinally all the crows were safely carried to the other side of the
‘ombankment where reorganizationtook place. -
‘During the morning the sunlight had bsen dlinding. and hald interfered
with the observation of the men,
Lt Croxton believed that he saw smoke from the stationary tank in the L]l
town after he had placed 1 AP and 2 HE in that direction.,
After the reorganization the infantrymen started pushing up the hill,
The German infantry took off.
Censaus:3 Co A tanks out,7 en tanks sighted,6 destroyed,

The night of the 13th Lt Croxton took his platoon of 4 tanks te 3T GENE.

- VIEVE,The intention wzs to employ the tanks for purpose of morale.ﬁowaver :
two tanks were placed ag listening postis towards LCISY and two covered

. the approaches to the town from NE The other two platoons 1d the sazame for!

- other battalions, .

On the second morning the lat Bn attacked throuzh LANDREMONT toward -
BELLEAU,At noon,l4th,Lt Croxion took higs platoon to hel: the infantry
atteack through LANDREMONT,.The infantry had sent a man to gel the Lank
platoon.Croxton wae merely tcld that the infantry necded tenka.He tried
to find Major 3urnett of the lat Bn,317th,but was unable to leceate him,

At 1300 he found the infantry pinrned down by machine zun {ire from the towl
Apvarently there was gome ints antry eaat of the town,and the tsnkas wers
ordered tofire only when infrontry offlcers polnted definite tarzets.
- Then an infantry officer ran up and sald thet his men along the creek
" to 'the right of the rocdwere »inned down by machine zun fire, bowevsr the
" tanks were cramped within a narrow region,Canallized by ST GENEVIEVE Hill
‘on the left and the ¢reek on the right,the tanks were forced Lo work down |
- the road In colurnar formation,The two leading spraysd the ar:a with machia
gun fire,.Croxton sishtel A plllhox and placed three shota in 1t., 3

The infantry then clalmed that the éeﬁanksy were Llring on thelr own

men,The tanke then pugsed through the infantry and triled to deploy to the
“right of the road. All along t¥13 road the tanka were vulnarable to observas

tion and rire frox MT TOULON AUND ¥MT ST JEAN,

5 Croxton's turret gun had hit a tree along the rcad and the LP&VOPBing
- gear had dbroken,However the plsatoon cont‘nued to deploy &g Tour lanks,

The platoon followed the ron? to BELTEAU,There they croszed ths bridge
and deployed in a2 fleld just “eyond,The Infantry were at least one mlle
behind, and Lt Croxton had not been told the Infantry objective,jecliding
to save the platoon, Croxton reerossed the bridze and returned =long the
road in column,

On the night of the 1%5th 7 companies,d,H,I were pinned in & Jdraew on
hill of VILLE AU VAL,A colonel decided to leadl amminition on t%u tarke
and t&ke the tanks up the hill,7he tanks nroceeded glong the torth elze of
& wood (810-273).They were in columnar formation.in infantry conpeny wae.
net attamptinr to retrest in an orggnlzed fashion,The suddanly hell broke
loose on the tanks.There were only “three tanks let Platoon under Lt Atking,

/Lwo tanks equiped with flat block tracke were at“ck in the mud,wiillema’
tank with ghevron tracks was al'le to Xeep going.The ground was alipnery.
The Col said to digmount.The er was shooting airbursts with mortars,

. Wi11$eH#& pulled up in the woode.The col was shooting machine cun trying to
sover the ta mired in the open,Then about 200 yards to the sast 2 g#rman‘

started opening™up with a machi:e gun,Lt Atkins tank turred over,starnear am#
Williams were able, to pull back.the orew o’ Lt Atkins' tank waz saved, :
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gtarner and Williams got their tanks up the hill through the forest to the *:
. CP.When it was dark they went to the top on foot to reconnoiter to find

a place for the tanks.At 0200,16th,got the tanks up to the top.The infantry:
vas not there.Many dead Germans were around. Apparently the 1nfantry had
withdrawn,




