¢ CRO GING OF Ti SUR RIV.Q Y F COLEANY, 2D IH,
SLYTH Il . 03T, 7 FHil& JIY 1945

The woudwd bluff that riscs sicveply wast of HOTGDORF end comzands the OUR
River valley frem WALIEIUORF to ALIELDINGEN was a perfeot OF from which to study
tho SITCFRIED fortifications on the northsist bank, a fine place from which to chec
by observation the final plunc to force a crossing of tho river and establish a
bridgehead in Cermany. But to the cfficers of thc 2nd DBn of the 319tk Inf Re.t
who olimbed up there in the afternocm of € Fabruary, it proved useless, A heavy
mist blanketed the valley. Lt Col Paul Bandy, Bo CO, his astaff and his company.
commanders, who had just beon orldered to crosc their troops under sover of darknes:
early the next merning, looked in vain for the location of enemy pillboxes which ~
would oppose their erossing. They oculd maxo cul the dim outlines of thse houses
of AMUEKLDINGEN, and the massive ridge the uscault companios would have to c¢limd to
sacure a foothold on Oerman soil; but they could sea nothing of the scores of pill.
boxes, trenches, minefields and wire defenses which they kmew from defense overpri:
neps and aerial photographs thickly estudded the fur bank, (See map #l). Visual
reconnaisance was vital to insure the suc.ess of the opsration, The SIESFRIED fort:
whioh nature had had six years iLc¢ camouflage, werc oxtremely difficult to piek up,:
from aerial photese Although a emall regimental patrol had investigated the rivexs:
edse tho night of Peb 5~6 and roported no fileld fortification or mine fields, the
number and exact location of enemy positions on the commanding ground czat of the
river road .were upknown, : . The fog thaut erndured all day, & Feb, meant thal
they must remain unknuwn, that the crossing must be attempted virtually blind, I&-
was not even possibleé to observe from the O tho crossin; site which lst Lt Gerald
J. Foley, In S~2, and T/5gt Thomas £, Harrell had sclected by physical reconnaiss-
ance the night before. Though the risk of a nish attack without thorough resonuai:
anoe was greut, there :as no ulterusative but to 20 ahsud with plans since the croa
ing was part of a coordinutod XII Corps attack,

After dark 6 Feb tho ouginecrs (B Compuny, 150 ingr C In) brought twenty-five
M2, 10-man assault boats into HOLEDORI' und storsd thew in buildings in the extreme
south ani morth portions of town, (Jeu map f £) The plaun was to use all boats to
forry F Company, the initial agsault company, ucross, then have these boats return
by the engineor paddlersto pick up E Company and {uke them coross,

Fach boat would carry nine infantrynen ecnd would be manned by & crew of three
enginecrs, two in the bow to stroke the paddling cud sct the course ono in the
atorn with a paddle, . fourth ongino.r was ugsigaud to sach boat to remain oun the
near shors, to hold the boat in the loading and beach it on the rsturn, He was als
act as gulde to the orcssin; site, imbarking and landing proved to be the most -
aifricult and most oritical atages cf the oporatica. The river, normslly about 60
feet wide a% HOESDORF ma3 f'loocded to nearly 90 foot by the February thaw and reger
rain; the current averaged about 10 miles per hours The buttalion, in meking thel:
plans, figured the bocts would bs carried 200 yards downstroam in er ossing, but as
this oould omly be a suesc yredicated on uncventful launchings and landings, Capt
williem H, Chamberlin, CO of F Company, did not iry to pinpoint an ussombly area
on the far shore, but instructed hils platoons to reorgunize Lensrally alonc the ¢
opposite the crossing.



At 2000, 6 Fegb, F Company muarchoed frau ROLSTROFF two miles in the dark to
FOLSDORF, whero the men occupic! houses nnd rested, waiting for the jumpoff
schoeduled for 0500, They hud ;..de o praclice croosin. of the 3AULDR River at
FOEOTROFEF the day beforce at wideh tine the nmon hd been counted off by bLoat louad-
ingse With the escuplion of cce tuin hey bouts, tihis orszunization roughly followed «
divislion by squada, Thot, .t leasi, w.s the 11 n. In practico organization larsely

disapreared, The fiirst disriciing elrewetince .o Lhe arrival not wmore than two
hour: befor:s thy compnn. i g to ohbeex of L0 reinforcenents. These were
apportione to datonons oo 0 ode aand st 1oned L Lo Lo as spuce wus founde The
agoel;ment of Lhe rew on o o Lial nesrely o Uiird of F Compuny would be facin
oneily fire [or the fivsl tii.e b 00 W oo Lo [irst bolley of preparatory urt-
11lory was flred, ¥ Company o .0 cobbin, ro.iy for the aguault. lst Lt John L.
Cow.;111l, drd Pyabl ldr and coojviny e oflicwr, Jed bho first boutload of men
which included u pnthfinder fror Lhe oo n ond - Uhst to tho building where the

bouts were stored, The mon .. ro e with vifies, one half sutchol charge, and
nost Inportant of wll white t.ueis with whilco Luwo pidues were to mark a path up

thoe opposite bunk to the road wna oo esbudlish an ssenbly areas  They hoisted

a boat to their shoulders and followed an enzineer guide 400 yurds to the crossing
gite, Despite occasional enemy flare activity, our own artillery bursts and ,50
caliber tracers fired from the hill on tho west to mark the general direction of
the battalion ebjooctive, the night was dark. The slope to the river was steep for
the last 100 yards and the footing in the clayey mud porilous, The carry, in
short, turned out to be more difficult than had been expected, and instead of get-
ting the beoat in the water at 0300 when tho last artillory shell was fired, Cow-
gill's men were not ready to push off until 25 ninutes later, The four engineers
had tho greatest difficulty holding the boat for louding. Two stood out waist-
deep in the streum, holding tho bow; two anchored llic gtern at the shore. At
last all men were aboard; the two engineers clinbed in at the bow, a third pushed
off. The boat twisted in Lh- current, then stuck. It wns hung up on a partially
submerged wire fence that had onco mairked tie riveor bani. All the men hud to
climb out, but before they had all cleared, Liie bout frecd itsell and went drift-
ing downstream, two ricn in the water clinging to the gunwales, one aboaurd. The
men in the water finally manisged to haul thomselves over the slde, and the three
were carried down along the side of the river until their boat hlt another which
was enmeshed in some brushe. One of the men cuaushl hold and all three climbed
into tho othor boat and thence to the shore. Their own boat and all the equipe
ment 1t had oarried were lost, bhut the wen 1mude their way back along the shore

10 the erossing whoere they tried uguin. In the meountime other craft had beon
launched und fared better.

The second boat with 3/Sgt Donuld B Hull in charge loaded without mishap,
Using eight paddles, the squad headed struisht ucross the rive. and landed farthe
upstream than any of the subsoruent boats. 3gt imll walked downstream along the
bank, 8/8gt Georgoe & Durton walkod upstrens o jool for the tape which they know
was to mark the path inland. Hull at Llast e inbe wion who had waded and swun
ashore from the third boat,

8/Sgt Carl W Stine had loaded his nmen 1nto the third boat without trouble,
But, in landing, they misoalculated the depth und owiftness of the water. Wwhen
they neured the far shore, onc of the englnecrs told 5/5pt Joseph J Charles in
the bow to jump out in whot he thousht was shallow walor, and hold tho boat for
the others to disembark, Ghorios jusped, found hinsell in water up to his walst.
In jumping, moreover, ho kicke . the bost ol inka the stream snd it drifted away.



The men who had stood up preparatory to getting out were unbalanced by the sude
den movement. Tho bout tipped, took on water and started to sink. The men leaped
out, seme in water over their hends. Pfec william VWatkins threw his BAR onto the
bank before he jumped, but he 4id not throw 1t far enough cnd 1t slid back into
the water and was lost. Lost ol the regt of the mon'z equlpment was also lost
including a half skfehsl chivee, wnte to the one In the first boat. Sgt Charles
abandoned this deliber .tely sires the fuse bnd Ariftod nway with the other half
of the charge. They landed =ith two rif:ca fu tiv. «med. One man from the boat,
listed as missing, 1s presumod in Lave drcwnad.

The last boat of the 3d Plat carried a nine-man squad under command of the
Plat Sgt, T/Sgt LoVere R Foster. Unable to rum the bow of the boat into the
far bank a..d make it hold nwsainst the curront, they drifted down to a bend in
the river where a clump of busiics pokeg into the stream, The boat caught there
lonyz enough to allow tho men to hold on to thn bushes securing the boant so they
could get out in shallow witer. Onz :ran was found to have lost hies gun and ogquip-
ment and was sent back with the roturning enilnoora,  Eight men, all except Gzt
Foster armed with M=l rifles, thns lended and finslly cet the other men of the
platoon. The plateon assemvled o and nenr the road ~nd wnited about an hour
for the arrivel of Capt Chambarlin and the rect of Lhs commany.

Although the first boat of tlie £d4 Plat (the ncxt to eross), S/Sgt Robert P
Jehnson in oharge, got across sasily aftsr cutting a section out of the sub=-
merged fence, the next craft (Sst larland E. Bortle) barely made it., Two of the
men that were supposed to .ide in it, 3/8gt Albert ¥ inorr and Pvt Toffy I Mater,
missed the boat as it was swun offahore by the currvent hefore they could get
in. Neone of the enginecra wore rboard and only thre~ of the eipht paddles could
be found, It 1s suppoaed Livit « sn Ln the back wan oitting on the rest. Uslng
the butts of thelr M=ls no joddlan thn elsht nion teccrooned their woy across
while the current carried inae —boeat HO0C yoeds daanshress, A% 1act in walstedoen
water Sgt Loyd A Eycrs and (v = vb 1 Forogason Juopod onds owl bheld tho bout for

the others. In the lsndin ,, o vilics, tho ostenol 2loors? ond Lhe bangalore
torpedo which had besn londed ir Side bont wepre doct, bl the men managed to sal-
vage their bazooka. hils th slvni fon babr wees cronsing, bhe squad under
5/9gt Harold J Curtis had beon dungad inte Loo cives shon bhedr bout overturned
shortly after lsunching., Of tuoc #lne Lnl wdrconn, Lo coro dresnedy tone rest

waded back to the near shore.

The next beat, last of the .d Plut's also capsized, and though no men were
lost, none get across until later. This was fairly serious as the boat contained
the plateon leader, 2d Lt Stanley ¢ Bimson, his Tlut Sgt, T/3gt Walter Presback,
the Plat guide, runner and redie. Capt Chamberlin with lis CP group, including
an artillery obsaerver, nn Olr: worker ohzovrver, Ll: radio . perator and runner,
erossed next without incident. hen .:b noer won 1of't on tiie near shore by the un-
timely departure of his baoat, i~ wnlked bnelk Lo toon, pleking up stragglors from
othor boats which had failed o orooss nad got snobhor boat,

Up to this time thers had been no enemy activlty at theo oroasing site. It is
possible that the surprise aghieved wns due to the seolection of a comparatively
unfavorable site. The enemy probably expected the crossing to be made north of
HOESDORF where the river banks were lass steep nnd where the (Germans themselves
had often crossed patrols. After the £d Tlabl had landed, however, the enemy at last
woke up to what was goln; or, smd Lhe lat . i.t, lod out of toun by lst Lt Thomas
Merrick, were immediatcly picked oub by an -wneny flaee.  The men froze, but the
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big silhouette of the bonot they weore earrying was easily visible., Merrick's
omiboat cerow following cn cnzinenr sulde hnd mude a wrong turning and were
stopped by an angle~iron wire fence when the flace went off, An enemy shell
well aimoed by the licht of Lh- flore bt o srby, sounding the Plut Sgt, T/Srt
Orville Sword, and Pfc Albork .3 JGnguro,  Anothor men naghed hile knee between
two fonoe posts,. Howov01, i; rrick wes oo sl et to et hils boat down to the
river and crossed it wit! A oang lagiudles ane sibh 4 HLR,

v

The boat of Pfe Edward i Durgener, causit by the sano flare, was less for-
tunaste, It wms already in the voiter with thres men sbourd when a shell scored
a diroset hite One man wac killed, Purgenar ooo 2)ihtly wounded and the boat
was dsmuged so that it could wol Lo user, Surcencer gplit his squad to send some
in the next boat and sore In Lhe anc following.

The baud luek of the 1lst ilut conlimied. vt «illiam F Zndfinger, assistunt
squad lcader, had waited ton minutes with his orew on the road out of town where
he had beon told an enginecer gulde would moot hic, to lead him to the orossing
site. The enginoer did not shiow uje bEndfincar decided to tuke off, Misdireoted
by soldiers slong the road, te found himaell on ~ hilltop beyond the crossing
when an enemy flare dropped, [ollowed by shells which killed Pfe Kenneth E Suith
~nd wounded one other. Tuo of th» gu.d Laer iaft tn look for medicse The rest
picked up the boat und stumbled on. A fou stops, ond they tangled with e wire
fence. MNo ono could find ths =lre eutters. Theay “nockod part of the fonce down,
only to find another blockin: thelr wave Thic timo the cuttors were found and
they reached the crosoln:: 2t Loast. Flve rmar ot ovor the river. There was a
DAR in tbke boat but when bhey Jorded no one remaonborad to piei it upe The last
of the lat Plat boats with thio gpd wwdes G0l Sbephen ¥oie Loooy took nine in-
fantrymen and one enginoor crocs slthout misruventuro.

The plen called now for thoe weapons platoon to follow Lecoy's boat, but the
enery shelling which had been henvy on HOZSIORF, hrd so disorganized the platoon,
wounding at least six of the nen, thut they did not move out to the croseing at
nll, In fact they 4id rot Join the eonpany wibil oix 3&;4 laters An attuched
platoon of heuvy MGs from ki Co wni siupoone? Lo roslling Lhe weapons platoon, but,
ag the lattor did not ravo, Lhe Louvies weyo delnyed oand TO'Cth the river ai'tor
dnylisht to cross witi ola onta of 1T Cou. The loah bo b of F Co carrivd tho
sagond echolon ol corren: Tesd e rbers weder 1sh Oob Swwwel © ioss, Jre Gith
nine infantryrmen ond Lhe ceor ol Lhree oo g Bhey bended soufely on tho op-

posite shore. The first ouaat Lhoy wab oy “he otbar sido sas Capt Chamvorlin
who took 8gt Noas und tus elbor won oo oo dot il Lo round wp oWrogslors. The

roundup squad headed Howali prﬂ, cngced withdn o o9 fo:b of o pillbhox without
seeingz it, und walked (,‘i POl G X sinefiold heloezn Lhe road and tao

pee ] oo blown to bita.  Although abom
70 men of the compuny ?umé bl o de e eocnonlagg, whon the compony was at
lagt lined up by plotoons opn Gl voud {tieh Jo bt 0600) Lt Lerrlek counted
only 37, Many of these were sjthout -oujaiz,  GF the rifles avallable, morcovor,
fully fifty percent, mdciod b spllic dn Lo riv . uud on the alippery banks,
were soon unable to firo,

river, Ih wng heore Ly

As prediscted by tho enuinmer patrol, tiw ctual landing had been unopposed an



-th¥Pmen, assembled in the lee of the threc to four foot embankment on the east
side of the road, were pettin: no direct fire. Dut it could not be said that
they had yet establisghed a brid~nhend, hnay had no 1den what lay eaat of theme -
It was atill dark when Capt Chomherlin orderad 14 errick, the only other of-
ficer across, to take his platonr of 17 mon u» the hill, find out what was there,
and take a pillbox if ho cowls il:w! cne to s, the vent of the company would
remain in the vieinity of tho ro-d prayorod to suponrt hin,

Merrick got hia men togotheor and sent two scouts out nhead, Pvt Joseph Alello
on the left, Pvt Dallas I Benll, Jr on the right., Alello went up about 100 yards
and feund nothing but a grove of pine trees. Benll on the right orawled up to
a deep, winding trench, which, In fret, wvas o eommunieating trench between two
pillboxes neither visible tn Henll. Two Geruans weroa walking along the othor
side of the trench, Beall beckonsd Lt derrick, The, fired at the backs of the
Germans, but missed, The T :oorn ran nd ddssgreared, presumably into the pill-
box on the left (pillbox "I - meo ruxp F2). Merrick's squsd took over the trench,
It was then beginniug to met 1isht nnd ensms oan the top of the hill was firing
down at then and algo rollin- ~rontdec down the slenn,  Fost of these did not
reach the trench; some that did weras tos-sed bhael. A bLwo-man enomy MG team, driven
out of Pillbox "A" by f&re fron tho company on ihe road, came up the hill and,
running into Merrick's men, surrondered, St Lecoy Yook charge of them, But al-
rnost at that instant enemy on the left flank tessed o potato masher into the
trench, The explesion killod the platoon runnecr, Pfz Robert B Walker, temporarily
orazed Sgt Lecoy who rolled down the hill, shoutinz, lorrick then ordered Pvt
Alelle to take the prisoners dowr to tho compiny snd .t the same time get anothor
bazooka, as the one they had would not fire.

It was olear that the squad's greatest danger lay from the left flank bo-
cause i1f the enemy attacked from that direction, the men lined up in the trench
would be unable to bring more than one woapon to bsar, This daonger seemed very
real when a German suddenly appeared nround the b»and in the trench, Ogt DPrice J
Nettles, the only NCO loft in the platoon, shot ~nd killed him, A1l the time
Merrdck's men ocoupied the tronoh they weve un:uore of the existonce of o pillhox
on their left. A MG was firing from that direction., Nerrick'!s men tossed five
grenades at it but none exploded. Wihile the s w& wan ocwantlng out countoratb-ck
from the loft flank, ten Gernans charged down the hill, As wnag laoter discovered,
they had killed Merrick'es two oubtronts, ful they iv.id, uixht were hit cnd foll;
the othor two were trken pricinr, 0Ono of keveisl'e ey gho had been slightly
wounded by enemy bazookn fire frn. villhas [ ~earied i o dgoners down the
hill,

Merriok?!s SOR 536 was not workinz and he was nut of contact with the rest of
the ocompany, Capt Ohamberlin, howsver, had lesrncd from Alello something of the
platoon's plisht, although he did not know how desperate it was becoming. He diq
not know thut enemy rifle »nd nneliine qun £ire -os hooesnin: go intense that of
threes men who raised their ho 82 shave the lovel o0 tl- troneh one was killed and
two wounded, Nor did he inow thol In the whole platase only one carbine and one
BAR would still fire. Lt Morrick iimsell was woundod in Lhe lead when his carbine
migsed fire as he got ur to shoot =t n German NCO who wns standing 15 feet away
and shouting orders to surrender, .hat Chaombsrlin did know wes that Merrick wus
pinned in place and that if he w.r Lo Ve freed, the onery would have to be driven
back frem his flanks. Therefore, == soon na 1t nad bocome llght he sent one

aqund  to Werriek's ri;ht to seoul osh Lhe oneny ;naitions. The squad returned
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shertly to report a defended enemy pillbox (PP1llbox A) which they did not think
they could take alone. Chawberlin thea detaniled two squads of the 3d Plat (about
12 en) to assault $he box,  1ae satehol chorrges bisy hiad pluuansd to have for
this purpese had either Leon loai or wero wibhount [uzes, For special demolition
oquipwent, the assaulting; squ.ds substituted voldiess in altaek, They marched

on the box from the blind side, firing rifics nud rifle grensdes. If thers wero
enomy around the box, they were kept from returain; fire. Sgt Bortle on the

loft flank shot a bazeokn rowad at the piiiboi ordbrasure, Then S/3gt Paul w

Zahn climbed on top of the box and tossed 1 srennde down the ventilator,

The enemy werc convirced of tho wisdom of .ulel gurrender and {our mein walked

out to glve themselves w.. n ofiflesr, owsvar, aonaged toescape, wWith the box
oleared, Chamberlin occupicd iiL ond dbrow i u,. L ©d flat, now Z1 men, to out-
past 1t, They had scarcely ot inside ahwin v vy culiber cuany shells hitl the top
of the box, possibly 1oUim.

In the meantime, LV Liorrick, with mere than hali his sen killed er wounded,

deocided to abandon his position. Under th~ covering fire of the BAR ho sent his
men back down the hill one ot o vine, Two weee it in the niddle of the back and
seriousl, wounded, On-. fell le:vily in Lhe afb wad qd sbues so that he could
not be pulled out wilhout riskia; turther lojuiys ile «us loft wll duy wherce he
fell and was brought back -Ttoar richifanll vhoe Lo eould be 1ifted on a litter,

Of the 17 men whoe had goue uw: Lhs alll wibti. &% Jerricx, scven cane down four
hours later te rejoin the company at PLllbox A.  Dox b which hid causod bhem 30
much trouble was assaulted and coptured litoe io tae .y by o Co which crossed
during the morning. Dofor» it wne taken, howevoer, o sniper dn it shot wnd killed
one of lierrick?'s mea, uni olbees in bhe vielnity 3o on bosls evacuating the
wounded.

Feur boats in the mornins Sook wounded back to HOWLSDORF. S/Sgt George A
Barton volunteered with thrse other men to pillot thie last of these boats with
found wounded of which two worce litbter cases. /2 hie wounded were moved into
the boat one of the padidloers o iib by artiliory. .ben vho boat headed out in-
to the stream, smipevs oponsd ive rutting fovr or Tive boles in the hull and
wounding the othor two naddlors lu the Dack, 20y caarkon was wawoundod,  with
the nelp of one othar inan, «io conld still wulide, L2 concinued through enemy
fire and laaded tho seven cususibios Au the Sricie . :hi0e. carvon gob buek to
the company the next dajy.

F Co held for two days tue olizht foothold they hud uinzd on Gerian soil,
and then, instead of pushing the uttack te the hish ground sorth as had original=-
ly been planned they were attichied to Lho Lzt Bn nad sont onst to support their
attack (see¢ up 7l)e



