i

CROSSING THE OUR BY C CO, 319TH INF REGT
7 February 1945

At 0100 7 February C Co, 319th Inf, leading the lst Bn, marched in a column
of two's fram its assembly area at KLEINREISDORF to the Bn's boat assembly area
near the selected OUR River crossing site. Through the dark night the company,
which contained 110 reinfprcements new Lo combat, muarched up the road to the orest
of the ridge 400 yards from the river bank., The men kopt good order, following
the luminous tapes on the backs of the helwots of their squad and platoon leanders.
They knew that across the flood=-swollen river, nnit 1000 yards from them, was
Germany, protected by a belt of JIUGFRIED Linc pillbozes, mines, barbed wire and
booby traps; the squad leanders who lind becn briefed with sorisl photos, had told
them so., But no enemy fire was coming’ in to interfore with the approach to the
boat area, On the orest the colwin svuns to the right down n trail which sloped
about 200 yards down the hillside to the boat assenbly area in a clump of trecs.
There the battalion's 24 boats wers linad up, with the platoon guides posted at
4~-bont intervals. It had becn upliill work aslmost all the way and it was about
0215 by the time the column sturted down toward the bosts, The nen know that thore
was to be an artillery preparation, which started at 0200, nnd they could-see the
shells bursting on tlhe far bank, then 1ifting farther up the bank for 10 minutes
and then returning to pound the river cdge. Iul they wore not prepared for the in-
tense noise and light which bezun o few minutus later when eight IMGs from H Co
and a number of .50 cal. quad. mounts (633d AAA Dn) oponed up with everhead fire
from the .1idge behind them, Battalion had becn inforred by regimsnt of this over-
head fire just as the column started from IIEINRFISDORF and tho word had trickled
down only to some of the platoon lcaders and no lower, The company was then right
at the boat assembly ares and the waiting engineers (C Co, 150 Engr C Bn), who
were also unprepared for the daczling, ear-splitting overhead fire, broke in some

confusion,

A shert mortar or artillery round which wounded ones engineer and two infantry-
men added to the confusion and the men from C Co dispersed without orders and hit
the dirt. The platoon guides helped the platoon leaders to round the men up and
reorganize them by squads: Althousli the onglneers!'! organization by boat was broken
up when they scattered and many of them never reappoured on Lho scene (infuntryts
statement), little delay rssulted. Thres-man enzinecr erows wero to be with each
beat; as a result of the engineers! lLaking cover mony of the bosts were short pnrt
of thelr engineer crews or were munned entirely by infnirymen, I1n addition to
their weapons and cartridge belts the riflenen ecarvied [our bundeliers of amnunition
and a raingeat; blankets and shelter halves Lad been lofl bohind a3 = rogult of
experience in loading and unlonding bonts in the practice eressing.

It was a 20-minute carry from the assembly =rea to the crossing site. The
site itself had been selected ths day before by 1lst Lt willium P Sweaney, the Bn
8-2, after the Bn commander, Maj Arthur H Clark, hnd rojsctod several sites picked
by regiment. Capt Myron Gold, C Co cormander, had sesn the crossing site from un
OP on the ridge, and the route down te It was warked with cnginecr tupe ecarlier
that night., It had been worked oulb .t a practice eroscing of the CAUER River
just south of REISDORF on 5 Feb th:t 9 i{nfantrimen wnd U engincers would go in
each boat; no further breakdown wnn cloaned by weooons v men other than the squad.



24 Lt Franklin Retshless, the lst platoon leader, led his men down the trail to a
break in the woods down which the boats were to be carriod to the river bank,

Men from the lst squad, assisted by T/Sgt Rosario Denuis, the platoon sergeant,
and the 3 engineers shouldered the boat, moved down the trail and started down
the steep 200~yard slope to the river's ®dge. The slope of the bank from the
trail was about 45 degrees and ovon the first carrying party was unable to keep
its footing. The men lost control of the bont and slid and sprawled down the
bank knoeking against trees and bushes on the way. The Tooting got progressive-
ly worse until the bank was slick na a tobbogan slido »nd men and boats simply
careened down to the river,

It had been planned to assemblc the 5 boats needed to cross the lst Plat and
launch them simultaneously. The narrowness of the brush-free lane down to the bank
preventsed the bringing of more than one boat at a time down to the launching aite,
At 0300 the firat boat was launched after an attempt te launch all tho boats simul-
taneously had shown that the current, even close to the bunk, was swift enough to
threaten te capsize them by knocking them togethor. Lt Retchless, 3gt Dennis,
the leader and assistant squad lender of the lst sqund, and four riflemen from the
18t squad, one of them carrying n pole churge, piled into the boat and pushed
off, Rifles were slung acrossg their bscks to leave hands froe to paddle, They
found that thore were only 3 puddles ana these were ranned by the infantrynen,
rather than the one remainins engineor. Despite the B-12 mile per hour strength
of the ocurrent in mid-river and tho lnck of paddlea, the bont Janded only about
75 yards downstream from the lounchins site and the moa jumpsd out, leaving the
lone engiresr to return the boat to the opposite shore.

The river's fleod stage, which widened it from 50 to approximately 150 feet,
oarried the boat safely over the mines laid along the mormal bank, Pvt Henry W
Curtis took the two flashlights he had becn given, each with an "X" cut in a black-
out cover, and placed them on sticks fneing the south bank, one at the landing
site and the other 40 yards downstresm. These were used as guldes for the boats
that followed, Two or threc minutes after the first boant was launched the second
one hit the water, with tho remnantz of the lst squnad and part of the 24 squad,
including S/Sgt walter B Brinlman, id squad leader. The boat ecarried 11 infan-
trymen, one of whom, Cpl Leonard Wolf, carried a BAR. Ohortly ufter the second
boatload landed and joined the first ncar the bank a couple of stray rounds,
either from enemy artillery or, as the men in the lat Plut bplieve, shorts from
Co D's Blmm mortars hit just to the left of where the moen were lying. Three mon
were wounded by fragments--P’vt Francis © Lawrenco, Fvt Alonzo Minix and Sgt
McGarvey, a new man in the company. L1 Retchless ordered the men to move a few
yards farther to the right, and the platoon received nc more casualties until the
attack up the bluff, (D Co's 8lmm mortars, from positions just behind the crest
of the ridge, were firing close-in coneentr:tions while the artillery kept up
its fire on the main belt of pillbexes on thn ridge. The green parachute flare
which was the signal for lifting the fire on the ridae when the battalion moved
out toward its objective was never used.)

The third boat also orossed without mishap, taking the normal two er three
minutes for the trip. It carried the rest of the 2d squad and 38/Sgt Joseph
Bosiljevak and some of him men from the 3d squad--a total of 9 men, one of whom



had a bazooka, one a BAR, and one a bangalore torpedo. Two mere boats took the

.. remaining 14 men from the lst I'lnt across; lst Lt Paul J Durand, Co Ex 0, herded

the rest of the 34 squad and stragslers from the platoon into the boats.

There had been same delsy in rounding up tho mon from the fourth and fifth
boat~leads und T/Sgt Zenas H. Donnett, lendor of the £d Plat, slid down the bank
on his pantp-goat to find out if he should brins his platoon and boats down,
Lt Durand told him to brin; two boots and the rest of tho men down and wait for
the return of the lst Platts bLoate. The nen and two bosts hurtled down the river's
odze where they had a five-minute wait until the obther bonts returned. The en~
gineers had little trouble findin~ Lhe crosailn: cite ou the return trip even though
one of the three thut returned had Lo bo dra;;-ed 100 yards upstream along the bunk,
The site stood out even in the :dnrh nlcht s 2 cut in Lho woods.

When five boats wers assocnibled tho platoon boardod them and took off, one fol-
lowing another at omo~ or two-minute intervals. Capt Gold and his SCR 300 radio
operator, Sgt Ray Jomes, went in tho first lond, olong with Sgt Bonnett and T/3gt
Stephen C Mace, his platoon serz.osmite Tho boit had threeo engineers and seven or
eight paddles, Among the elevem € (o men in the boat one carried a bazooka, one
a pele charge and one a satchel churge, (The charges :ot wet and all fulled to
explode when C Co tried to use them later ecalnst the pillboxes beyond the bluff.)
The 24 Plat orevssed in the order, 3d, ~d and lust sguads, In the fourth bout, which
also had a three-man engineer crew, two two-nan regimentsl bazcoka teams crossed.

A guide had been left right on the bank Ly the lst P1.t, which, sccording to plan,
moved forxard a few yurds to mcke room for the £d4 14t as 1t landed. hen the
platoon had =11 landed and assorbled by squads, it closed in on the lst Plat, toke-
ing cover in the muddy shell~holes, Rolling over in his hole, Ivt blarlen D Mahlum,
who had orossed with the lst load, accidentally knocked out the pin of a thermite
grenade in his pocket and was Ladly burned. Engineers evacuuted him and the three
capuslties from the lst Plat, At bout 0330 two German {lares had gone up to the
northwest in the area whero the :d lin was erossing. In the 1lst Ba's area there
had been no flare activity or eneny fire on tho ¢ ocsing site,

The weapons platoon followod the 2d Plat, crossing in three bouts which they
brought dewn themselves., In the first boat, were lat Lt Jean D Willis, platoon
loader, and S/Sgt Albert Sicking, mschine gun section leader, and one machine gun
squad, with its weapon und six boxes of armunition. Ten ninutes later T/Sgt
Harry Weston, the platoon soriesnt, and Lthe second :uchine gun squad crcssed.

Lt Durand went with them to chock ou condilions on the far bank; Capt Gold's 300
radio was not working and bautt-ifon lLnd no ridio comwnicabion with elements acrosoe
the river until the I Co corvionder, it deldeath, 5ol nevoss, Durand returned gquick-
1y and reported to Capt Cyvur idtwar, Hp D=0, ~he oo ot Lho Iaunching sito, that
all was well,

The first two boats of the weapons platoon hod not been fully loaded and, in
the dshsenoe of Lt Durand, engineers louded the rest of the platoon's men and equip=-
ment into the third boat, With a three-man sngineer crew, 13 moertar men, three
60mm mortars cach weighing 42 pounds, and 10 bags of srmunition totuling 300 pounds,
the boat was heavily drecle Joda. (Lt J11)ie hied ploanned Lo pul one mortar squad



into the second boat.) Thore wore only four paddles and when the boat got into
the swift ocurrent in the mididle it begen to ship water and spin out of control.
It was half full of water whon it sot close to the £ar bank and two of the en-
ginesrs Jumped out; instend of trrying to pull the witerlogged eraft the remaining
10 fest to the bank the eniincors nuws Lo shore. & o2ch man jumped over tho
aide the boat shipped rore wnter vl finally gmk elono Lo the banke The men all
made it to shore but lost helr:ls, paeks and weqpens,  The mortar scction was
uged for the next six duys of sctien, mwntil o brides oo pnt in, ag ammunition
ocarriers nnd extra riflonen., 'L two llsht raehine oung wora set up on the left
of C Co's assombly urea to c¢onver In tha directina of Lno pillboxes in that area,

The approach of C Co's 3d Tlit was somewhet deluyed by an order which was
passed up from the bank to "pull buck the 31 Plat." This order was intended for
the 3d Flat of B Co, B's leadins platoon, somo of whose rien had already reached
the bank, Ot's 3d Pl»t oronsssd in four bonts; the st sqund brought one down but
left 1t in the water and tool -mather that 2lro:d had an enzineer orows. T/Sst
Claude ® Smith, the platonn lender, wont in the sceond bout, which also carried
a BAR men, eight riflemeon, «uni o satehel elvyras.  Two nintonn litter boarers
¢rosged in the fourth boat,

The last strioctly C Co bonl crossed immodintely afterwards with lst Sgt Charles
J Munseon, three men from the Co liq ana four aid mon, in s bout manned by three
ongineers, They carried wire, = ricld telephono, sound-power phone, and some oX=-
tra SCR 536 batteries. The Co it 2mup ast un near Lthe stonoe nll on the north
bank of the road,

The company was now in positions alonz the road, huving moved up about 150
yards from the river's edze. It was now about 0430 and B Co was starting across.
1.t Durand and two men from C Co crosaod in B's first hont, The company remained
in whatever cover the men oould find nlonz tho rod and .ailed for the rest of the
buttalion to crois and assemble, The erasagin< 4o goine slowar. Jome of the bat-
talionts 34 bouts had beon lost on thy roturn tripz »nd Lhe cnginear crawg were
getting tired; paddles were hecoridn: inereasiigly neoree,

By 0630, all of B Co and Lhe btwo hoavy NG platoons froa D) wereo acrees. DB Co
was along the wall to the loft of C and the machine ~uns were in position on tho
walle The one pillbox south of the road in tho battalion's zone had been found
ampty and the battalion staff initinslly used it aa a CP.  jslthough no enony fire
wag bein; received by ithe alarosls sgres: thoe river, bomssing artillory fire tulon’
the ridge where A Co won aszowbled was becoming inercasingly heavy--i Co sustained
30~40 onsualties from this riro. ‘The bonlh eroszains bl gone slower than antiel-
pated and the width annd current of the rivor hid oroventod o platoon from A Co,
150 ingr C Ba, from puttins in o Lostbridge to the 1oft of the erossing site.
Before tho Bn command group creased (currying two osbrs U0 radiog), lMaj Clark
had radieed the B and C Co cormnnnders of n charge In Lao buattalion plan. The
original plan of by=-passing the oillhoxes, climbin: Lio bIaff, nssenbling 1000

ards beyond and then attackin: from the ren» 1 Lo Lo sbundoned beenuse it vns
almast dawn and A Co had net bepun to cross,

Just at dewn mortar, artillery und nebelwerfer firo fell heavily for the first

time around the rond alon; which tho two companies wsre deployed. Capt Gold stood
up and shouted to Lt MeGrith, "Come on, Mac, 1lot's et the hell out of hore."
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At 0700 the two cempanies, cach with two platoons in a line of skirmishers and
one along the wall with the machine guns, moved out up the 400-yard slope to-

ward the bluff, C Co wag on th: right., Two pillboxes in the path of the ad=-
vange were found unoeccupied but tho rifleren kept any rossible occupants buttoned
up with their marchin; fire. The eneny's artillery -nd mortar fire did not follow
the two companies but continusd to pound tlie south bank and immediate crossing
site, effectively blockins A Co's crocoing until much later in the day.

During the 300~yard climb up the bluff, some srnall nrms and machine gum fire
came in from pillboxes above the hairpin turn in the road to the right, 1In
apite of this fire the winded riflemen had to stop :nd rest two or three times,
The pillboxes on the erest wero unoccupied sand in ~ny case could not have covered
the steep slope up the face of the bluff, Tt iliia, the woapons platoon leador,
was the first man to reach thc top. He did not heve his weapon ready when he
sorambled ovor the crost and = araan In a foxiele knockel his helmet off and wounded
him in the leg with two rounds s his rifle. Willis Junpod back and was able
to make it down theo bluff slone. 7o was ovaensbod, alons; with a few other casual-
ties, by the engineers.

C Co cleared a few Germans from holes and trenches around the pillboxes on
the orest and dug in, using the boxes for shelters and CPs, facing the belt of
bunkers and pillboxes on tha high sround to the front. The 3d Plut was on the
right, the lst on the loft, part of the 24 Pl:ut contnined the Lozxes near the
hairpin bend in the road to the rigzht and 8/0:t Alnxsnder Frrnklin's 3d squad
protected to the right re~r necar the company ' pillbox, The light and heavy
machine guns were brousht up snd enplneed for defensive ire zoon aftor the rifle-~
men reached the crest,
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